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BLANDFOED. 

The  settlement  of  the  boundary  lin*^  >)otwoon  Miiss.i- 
chusetts  and  Connecticut,  in  1713,  threw  tlio  town  of  8uf- 
field  into  Connecticut.  In  1732,  the  Legislature  of  Mas- 
sachusetts Bay,  in  compliance  with  the  petition  of  the 
owners  of  common  and  undivided  lands  in  that  town,  at 
the  time  the  line  was  run,  granted  to  them  an  equivalent 
traet  of  six  miles  square,  and  this  tract  is  now  ooTered  by 
the  town  of  Blandford*  Christopher  Jacob  Lawton,  then 
of  Suffield,  became  the  purchaser  of  this  tract,  and^  in 
1735,  conveyed  two  undivided  fourth  partd  of  the  town- 
ship to  Frsmois  Wells  and  John  Faye,  and  another  fourth 
part  to  Francis  Brinley  of  Roxboiy.  Messrs.  Lawton, 
Wells,  Faye  and  Brinley  thus  became  equally  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  township.  There  is  interesting  early  history 
contained  in  the  fbllowing  statement,  in  the  hand-writing 
of  Francis  Brinley,  not  before  published: — 

"It's  gentTciUy  well  known  ui  your  parts  that  Mr.  Christo- 
pher Jacob  Lawton  obtained  a  grant  for  a  timet  of  land  called 
now  Blandfbrdy  mtia$  New  Glaaco,  and  in  the  time  of  it,  in 
Older  to  cany  on  the  settlement,  took  in  two  partners  for  one- 
hal^  viz :  Capt  Ftancis  Welds  and  Mr.  John  Fay.  Some 
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time  after,  I  bought  of  said  Lawton  one-half  of  his  remain- 
ing half  (excliisivp  of  nil  charges)  which  entitles  erich  of  us 
to  oiip-qnarler  part.  But  I  should  have  ob^^crved.  before  I 
was  concerned  they  had  agreed  with  45  famiUes  in  Nellie  it, 
from  a  place  called  Hopkinton,  and  articled  with  them, 
aiiiuiiigSL  whom  was  one  Hugh  i^iamilton,  who  could  not  go 
by  reason  he  could  not  sell  his  interest  there ;  so,  by  much 
importunity  of  him  and  his  friends,  beinp;  a  man  pretty  well 
approved  amongst  them,  I  purchased  hm  faim,  (and  one  of 
his  neifhbots')  to  get  them  up  to  Glasco,  and  I  soon  sold 
them  to  loss.  However,  I  gave  them  obligatioDS  for  money 
and  lands  in  Glasoo.  The  money  part  I  long  since  paid,  and 
this  man,  if  I  remember  right,  was  to  have  300  acres,  and  (to 
oblige  him,  which  he  was  to  impart  to  no  one  liviii«^, )  I  promised 
him  to  choose  out  of  one  of  my  lotts,  when  I  could  certainly 
know  where  my  riglit  was;  an<i  accordingly,  a  sun'eyor  was 
aiipuuited  to  divide  it,  and  lay  it  out  in  600-acre  lotts,  and 
before  he  had  finished  it,  or  even  markt  and  bounded  thezn| 
the  Greneral  Court  overhald  the  grant,  (which  made  some  dts- 
tarbance)  and  ordered  a  committTi  and  had  it  new  stmreyed, 
and  found  Mr.  Lawton  had  a  mile  or  thereabouts  moie  than 
was  conformable  to  their  grant.  But  finally  they  granted  the 
overplus)  as  I  took  it,  to  all  of  us,  on  condition  that  we  settled 
sixteen  famelys  more.  But  how  it  happened  I  know  not, 
this  second  grant  was  done  in  Welds*  aiid  Fay's  name«  only. 
Bnt  they  have  always  told  me  and  Lawton  that  we  were  and 
should  be  equR-lly  entitled  to  it  with  them,  and  that  they 
would  give  us  ji  (|uit-elaim,  in  order  to  make  good  a  division 
we  were  abuui  to  make  above  mentioned,  but  they  have  nev 
er  done  it,  (more  than  by  promise)  though  often  requested. 
This  I  told  eaid  Hamilton,  and  others  conceomed  in  Glasoo, 
three  or  four  years  agoe,  and  hearing  he  was  uneasy  and 
threatening,  I  wrote  him  I  was  willing  to  doe  it,  if  he'd 
appoint  when,  but  I  tliought  it  was  a  pity  to  let  him  pitch  at 
uncertainty,  and  I  always  was  and  am  as  willing  to  doe  it 
(and  doe  him  justls)  as  he  can  be  to  have  it,  and  it  has  been 
retarded  on  no  other  account  on  my  side,  liut  such  are  the 
circumstances  often  in  such  new  settlements,  that  it's  almost 
imposssible — if  men  are  soe  unequal  in  their  demands,  with- 
out the  least  injury  don  to  them.  But  by  what  I  can  learn, 
what  has  moved  him  to  this  resentment,  or  at  least  to  give  a 
handle  to  it,  is  as  I  haye  sold  to  four  men  a  lott  of  470  acres, 
in  order  to  perform  my  quarter  part  of  the  setUers  to  the  last 
grant  above  mentioned,  in  order  to  qualify  me  to  my  full 
quarter  part  as  aboTo  hinted,  with  Welds  and  Fay,  that  there 
might  not  any  longer  remain  any  difficulty  not  being  named 
in  the  second  grant,  and  I  have  sold  f<Mr  ^£70  less  than  others, 
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in  order  to  perform  my  pari  Uirrein,  with  a  ioDg  credit  Now 
behoiii  iiuiiiiijg  will  serve  said  Haiuihon,  as  I  am  told,  but 
300  acres  out  of  that  lott  wliich  1  caivi  recall." 

This  statement,  eYidently  made  to  an  attomeji  was 
drawn  out  hj  a  suit  commenced  by  Hamilton,  sod  inci« 
dentally  tells  some  of  the  most  importaot  £$ct9  touching 
the  earliest  history  of  the  town.  However  fairly  Mr, 
Brinley  was  disposed  to  deal  with  Mr.  Hamilton,  ho  states 
one  fact  connected  with  the  survey  of  the  town  more 
mildly  than  it  will  bear.  The  snrFeyor  employed  by  the 
imr  proprietors  (probably  under  the  directkm  of  Mr. 
Ijftwton)  surveyed  a  town^p  seven  miles  aqoarey  instead 
of  six,  ihe  limit  of  the  grant  The  Legislature  donbUess 
became  aware  of  this  operation,  and  obliged  the  proprie- 
tors to  procure  fi%  settlers  immediately,  as  an  ofibet  to 
Uie  slice  taken  without  liberty.  Of  these,  were  the  Hop- 
ktaton  men,  spoken  of  by  Mr.  Brinley,  with  one  of  whom 
he  had  his  difficulty.  The  settlers  were  promised  two  dx- 
1y^«ere  lots,  ^one  of  which  shoold  be  located  on  the  main 
street  as  it  now  rons,  and  the  other  in  the  Easterly  part  of 
the  town^  well  known  by  the  name  of  the  second  division*"' 
Frevions  to  the  emigration  of  the  mass  of  settlers,  a  num* 
her  of  young  men  went  forward  as  pioneeis,  to  select  a 
route,  imd  eieet  habitations.  They  reaehed  the  center  of 
the  town  in  the  latter  part  of  April,  1735.  They  were 
welcomed  by  a  terrible  snow  storm,  that  continued  three 
days,  and  inflicted  great  suffering  upon  them.  In  the  fol- 
lowing  Autumn,  came  the  "  first  families,"  Hugh  Black 
and  his  family  being  foremost.  The  following  are  among 
the  earliest,  family  name3: — Reed,  McClinton,  Taggart, 
Brown,  Anderson,  Hamilton,  Well>,  iilair,  Stewart,  Mont- 
gomery, Boise,  Ferguson,  Campbell,  Wilson,  Sennett, 
Young,  KnoK  and  Gibbs.  Wm.  II.  Gibbs,  a  descendani 
of  Israel  Gibbs,  has  written  a  history  of  BlandiorU,  ui 
whicli  lie  states  that  the  first  team  driven  into  the  town 
was  owned  by  Israel  Gibbs,  and  was  driven,  attached  tu  a 
cart,  by  Widow  IVI  *  i  s  Carr.  Israel  Gibbs,  Jr.,  was  the 
first  c]iil<l  Ixn-ii  in  tlic  town.  The  first  settlers  of  Bland- 
ford  sniiered  very  serious  hardships. 

In  1737,  the  ibur  proprietors  of  Blandford  who  had 
hitherto  owned  the  township  in  comaiuu,  signed  a  deed  of 
partilion,  apportioning  between  themselves  the  fifty-one 
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lota  into  wluch  tiie  town  had  been  diridedy  Mr.  Lawton 
becoming  the  proprietor  of  lots  numbered  respectively  1, 
5,  10,  15,  19,  23,  27,  31,  3G,  40,  44,  40,  and  32  ;  Mr.  Brin- 
lev,  lots  4, 14j  16,  22,  26,  30,  d4>  89,  41,  48,  11,  mid  12 ; 
Fnuicn  WeUs,  lote  8,  7,  21,  25, 29,  85,  87,  48, 47,  and  51 ; 
and  JohA  Faye,  lots  2,  6,  9, 16,  20,  24,  28,  88, 88,  45,  46, 
and  42.  These  numbers  are  taken  from  a  printed  copy  of 
Hie  deed  as  found  in  Gibbs'  history,  and  the  aggregate 
number  will  be  found  to  fidl  four  short  of  the  number  of 
the  51  lots  diyided. 

The  town  during  its  early  history  was  known  by  the 
iiaiue  of  New  Glasgow,  but  it  took  the  name  of  Blandford 
at  its  incorporation,  April  10, 1741.  The  name  wiis  con- 
ferred by  Gov.  Shirley  who  had,  a  short  time  before,  ar- 
rived in  the  province,  in  a  ship  bearing  the  name  of  Bland- 
ford.  The  town  wa<  a  frontier  town,  was  less  prosperous 
in  con^fquence  of  tiiat  fact,  and  received  many  favors 
from  tlir  General  Court  Forty  bushels  of  salt  was  among 
the  IxTif  factions  of  the  State.  In  common  with  other 
town-  in  the  vicinity,  it  sulfered  to  some  extent  from  tlie 
hostilities  of  the  Indians,  in  tlie  French  and  Indian 
wars.  Blandford  wav=?  the  locality  of  an  important  fort, 
erected  and  sustained  by  the  Government.  While  the 
town  famished  its  quota  of  men  to  fight  the  battles  of  our 
Revolution,  and  paid  its  taxes,  there  were  several  citizens 
who  boldly  proclaimed  their  adhesion  to  the  king,  and  who 
were,  in  consequence,  forbidden  by  the  Committee  of  Safe- 
ty to  pass  beyond  their  ^Eurms.  The  town  was  a  great 
tfaorough&re  for  the  passage  of  stores  Westward  during 
the  war,  and  it  is  said  that  the  roads  were  so  bad,  at  that 
time,  tl^t  it  took  twenty  yoke  of  oxen  and  eighty  men  to 
convey  a  mortar  over  the  hills  to  West  Point  The  pris- 
oners who  were  taken  at  the  battle  of  Bennington,  or, 
rather,  a  part  of  them,  passed  through  Blandford  on  Uieir 
way  to  Bostxm,  and,  while  in  the  town,  were  driven  into 
quarters  by  a-severe  snow  storm. 

Hartford  was  the  market  town  for  Blandford,  and  its 
distance  and  difficulty  of  access  allowed  but  poor  facilities 
for  the  acquisition  of  money.  About  the  year  1807,  Amos 
M.  Collins,  a  merchant  of  Connecticut,  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  the  town,  and  by  holding  out  inducements  to  the 
inhabitants  to  change  their  line  of  industry  and  produce 
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tioii,  Tery  nmsh  eahaaoed  the  prospcri^  of  the  town. 
Hitherto^  grain  and  wool  bad  princlpallj  been  grown,  hn% 
Hr*  Collins  wished  Uie  people  to  produce  butler  and 
cheese.  He  evea  purchased  a  large  drove  of  cows  for 
their  aocionunodatSoo,  agreeing  to  t&e  his  pay  «a  cheese. 
Bat  the  people  did  not  know  how  to  make  cbeese,  and  Mr. 
Collins  was  obliged  to  go  from  house  to  house  and  teach 
them.  This  changed  the  whole  aspect  of  affiurs,  and, 
from  a  very  poor  tow%  Blandford  has  been  transformed  to 
one  of  the  most  thrifty  in  the  Couaty.  Hiv  Collins  remained 
in  Blandford  nine  years,  made  $25,000  on  h»  own  account, 
and  then  removed  to  Hartibrd,  which  city  he  has  since  serv- 
ed in  the  capacity  of  mayor.  Orrin  Sage,  jit  present  a 
resident  of  Ware,  succeeded  Mr.  Collins,  and  Im-  more 
than  thirty  years  bought  the  cheese  produced  in  tJic  tuw  ii, 
and  built  up  a  c  liaraetcr  for  integrity  and  l)enevolence, 
alike  aii  honor  to  himself  and  the  mercaniiic  profit- i(>n. 

The  first  money  voted  in  l>kuulionl  lor  education  was  in 
September,  1756,  when  it  Wiis  voted  "to  grant  three 
pounds  to  be  laid  uuL  to  hyre  a  school -nixster."  The  first 
regular  school  was  taught  at  the  dwelling  liouseof  llobert 
Blacky  by  a  sea-captain,  and  the  early  educational  move- 
ments of  the  town  were  very  i'eehle  and  liaiited.  In 
1802,  the  town  wa^?  divided  into  thirteen  school  district?!, 
,  the  same  number  which  now  exists.  In  IHOo,  Widow 
Jane  Taggart  left  a  bequest  of  SI. 200  to  district  No.  S, 
This  sum  has  more  than  doubled  in  amount,  and  for  more 
than  twentv  vears  the  district  has  Ijccn  enabled  to  main- 
tain  a  select  school,  from  the  proceeds  of  the  fund.  Mr. 
Gibbs,  in  his  history,  publishes  a  list  of  about  sixty  indi- 
viduals that  Blandford  has  furnished  ihr  the  colh'<7«"s. 
Among  these  are  Artemas  Boies,  once  pastor  of  the  ehureii 
in  South  Hadley,  J.  Hooker  Ashmnn,  who  became  a  pro- 
fessor in  the  law  school  at  Harvard  University,  and  died  in 
1833  ;  George  Ashmun,  of  Springfi^eld,  who  has  twice  rep- 
resented his  native  district  in  Congress ;  Samuel  Knox 
of  St.  Louis ;  and  Patrick  Boies  of  Westfield,  late  Sheriff 
of  Hampden  County. 

The  first  church  in  Blandford  was  organized  in  Hop- 
hinton  in  1735,  or  before  the  settlers  started  for  their  new 
hoiae.  Rev.  Thomas  Frlnce  of  the  Old  South  Ohureli  in 
Boston  officiated  on  the  occasion.   The  people  were  Irish 
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rresbytorians,  and  adopted  the  PreibytOTan  form  of 

Government.  The  church  became  Congregational  in 
1800,  from  tbe  inconvenience  attending  its  first  form. 
The  iirst  minister  was  Mr.  McClenathan.  The  manner  in 
whicli  11  l;u  ge  part  of  liis  sahiry  was  paid  is  indicated  in 
the  ibilowing  letter : 

Boston,  Sept.  14,  1744. 

Franci'^  Brinley,  Esq: — Thn  poople  of  Blandford  have 
most  unanimously  invited  oreaiit  I  tlio  Rev.  Mr  McClenathan 
to  be  their  settled  ]>.istor.  He  has  accepted  their  call,  and 
the  Presbytery  have  aupomted  liia  inslaiialion  on  the  5th  of 
next  October*  *  In  order,  therefoie,  to  forward  such  a  good 
work,  and  to  encourage  and  assist  Mr.  McClenathan  under 
his  present  circnmstances,  we  have  advanced  him,  each  of  us, 
thirt7*three  pounds,  cash,  old  tenor,  and  given  him  our  obli* 
gations  to  pay  him  ten  pounds  old  tenor  per  year  for  five 
years  to  come  from  the  time  of  his  bf^npr  installed,  which 
is  an^reeable  to  wliat  was  always  promised  the  first  settled 
minister;  but  lU  to  be  understood  the  foregoing  thirty-three 
pounds  lb  to  be  allowed  as  so  much  paid  towards  the  five 
years'  salar}"  to  Mr.  McClenathan,  all  of  which  we  have 
thought  proper  to  inform  you,  being  well  persuaded  of  your 
readiness  to  aid  and  give  encouragement  in  a  matter  of  so 
great  importance  whicn  we  hope  will  redound  totbebenefit  of 
the  town  in  general,  and  make  us  for^^et  our  former  difficulty. 
We  have  also  engaged  to  provide  two  horses  and  chairs  to 
convey  his  iaraily  to  Westfield.  AV'e  shall  depart  ibr  Bland- 
ford  in  a  few  days,  in  order  to  ^ei  the  meeting  house  finished, 
and  settle  what  else  is  needful  at  the  same  time.  Should 
be  glad  to  have  your  company,  and  assistance  in  these  af- 
fairs. You  can 't  be  insensible  the  meeting  house  must  be 
finished  immediately.  Please  signify  your  disposition  here- 
in, and  you  '1  oblige 

Your  most  Humble  Servants, 

Fran  :  Wells, 
John  Fate." 

On  the  back  of  this  letter  Mr.  McClenathan,  who  was 
the  bearer  of  the  letter  to  Mr.  Brinley,  wrote  and  signed 
the  followmg: — "  Roxbury,  Sept.  1^  1744:  OcMoformable 
to  the  purport  of  tlie  enclosed  letter,  I  acknowledge  to 
have  received  of  Mr.  Francis  Brinley  thirty-three  pounds.'* 
This  man  was  an  Inshmaoi  and  did  not  sustain  the  char- 
acter of  a  good  minister.  He  preached  only  about  two 
years,  when  he  became  for  a  time  chaplain  in  the  army. 
Bev.  James  Morton,  also  an  Irishman,  was  installed  in 
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Amgustf  1747,  bat  did  moi  please  people*  There  were 
councils  maikj,  and  there  was  disaalb&cttoii  much^  hut  he 
kept  his  place  for  twenty  years,  and  was  dimniwed  June  2, 
1767.  He  died  in  Bhmdford,  October,  1, 1798,  afM  79« 
Bey.  Jos^h  Pabfick  of  Warren,  a  gndnate  of  Yale  in 
1767,  was  ordained  June  25th,  1772.  His  orffinaiion  was 
aecompanied  bj  a  singalar  incident  The  Presbyterj 
gave  him  a  public  admonition  for  ridiii;^  from  an  adjacent 
town  on  Sabbath  eveninsr,  and  treated  Fome  imiividualH 
who  had  preferred  a  coniplaijU  a^^aiii^t  liiin  for  >o  doin'^%  to 
the  same  censure.  He  w;ls  diiiiiLssed  in  the  lollowini^ 
T)ecember.  Kev.  Josepli  Badger  of  Wilbraliam,  a  gradu- 
ate of  Yale  in  1785,  was  ordained  October  24,  1787. 
The  church  had  thu-  heen  h'ft  without  a  pn«tor  f<ir  lil^een 
years.  He  wa.^  di-nii^<ed  October  21,  l.'^OO^  to  fjo  to  <  Miio 
as  a  mii^sionary.  There  lie  was  a  very  useful  man,  :in  I 
died  in  18  ir>.  nt  the  irnod  old  ajre  of  K«  v.  #Tohi\  Kec^p 

of  Longmeadow,  a  </railn:ite  of  Yale  in  l  -^^'i,  was  ordained 
October  30,  1805,  til i«l  was  dismissed  iu  1621.  He  was 
an  ardent  pioneer  in  tiie  temperance  cause.  He  Juis  since 
lived  succesaivelj  in  Homer,  N.  Y.,  and  Cleveland,  xuid 
Oberlin,  Ohio.  Rev.  Dorus  Clark  of  Westhampton,  a 
gradnate  of  WiUams  College  in  1817,  was  ordained  Feb- 
roary  5,  1828,  and  dismissed  February  17,  1835.  He 
has  since  been  a  pastor  at  Cbicopee,  a  conductor  of  a 
relidous  Pjress  in  Boston,  and  a  farmer  at  Waltham. 
I^^,  iQ|»im  J.  Hinsdale,  Uie  present  pastor,  was  bom  in 
NewvJCf  lii  J.,  graduated  at  Yale  in  1815,  and  was  in- 
stalled at  (iPl^odford,  Jannaiy  20,  1836.  He  had  pre- 
Tioosly  been  setded  at  Meriden,  Ct 

The  S^rfscopal  Chureb  and  Society  in  Blandford  had 
its  origin  Id  the  preaching  of  Mr.  Badger,  whose  doctrine 
of  unconditional  election  was  more  than  a  portion  of  his 
congregation  could  abide  by,  and  the  disaffected  retired 
and  started  a  new  chureh,  after  the  form  of  the  Church  of 
England.  This  body  ni  iintnined  preaching  for  a  part  of 
the  time  until  1830,  when  k  was  enabled  to  erect  a  church 
edifice.  The  church  has  a  respectable  fund  for  sustaining 
the  ministry. 

A  Baptist  Church  wa.^  form  1  during  the  year  1826, 
consisting  of  about  forty  members.     Rev.  Charles  A. 
2     •  ' 
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Tiu-ner  was  its  first  ra-tor.  He  preached  several  years, 
but  proarhinp^  has  not  been  steadily  maintained. 

The  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  built  their  me(  r- 
ing  house  at  North  Blandford  in  1845.  Rev.  Mr.  l>i<re- 
low  was  the  first  minister.  He  hn==  been  s^uccecded  bj 
Rev.  Mr.  Braman,  Rev.  Mr.  Sherman,  Kev.  Mv.  Wood 
and  others.  A  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  edifice  was 
erected  in  Central  Blandford  in  1846  and  1847,  and  a 
prosperous  society  at  present  worship  in  it.  A  society  of 
the  same  denomination  exists  at  Beach  Hill/'  in  the 
South  part  of  the  town,  more  than  half  a  century  old. 

Blandford  has  been  represented  in  the  Legislature 
without  any  extended  intermission  since  1787.  The  Rep- 
resentatives have  been  as  follows : — 

Timothy  Blair.  1787;  John  Ferguson,  1789;  Reuben  Boies, 
1792,  1703,  and  1794:  Jedediah  Smith,  1795,  and  1796; 
Reuben  Boies,  1797;  William  Knox,  1799,  and  1801 ;  £li  P. 
Ashmun,  1808, 1804;  David  Boies,  is  o,  and  1806;  Joseph 
BUII9I8O7;  Edward  Pincheon,  1808;  Samuel  Knox.  1811; 
Alanson  Knox,  1812;  Alanson  Knox,  and  Andrew  Wilson, 
1813;  Andrew  Wilson,  and  Alan;>on  Knox,  1814  ;  Alanson 
Knox,  and  Isaac  Lloyd,  1815;  Isaac  Lloyd,  and  David  Boies, 
1816;  Abner  Oibbs,  1817,  1818,  and  1819;  David  Boies,  2d, 
1820;  David  Blair.  2d,  1821  ;  Reuben  Boies,  Jr.,  1825,  and 
1827;  Alanson  Knox,  and  Israel  Cannon,  1828;  Reuben 
Boies,  Jr,  1829;  Orrin  Sage.  1830,  and  1881;  David  Parks, 
and  Lyman  Gibbs,  1831 ;  Justin  Wilson,  and  Lester  E.  Gibbs^ 
1832 ;  Orrin  Sage,  and  Logan  Crosby,  18S3,  Kilbome  Bates, 
and  Milton  Boies,  1834;  Curtiss  Hall,  and  Russell  A.  Wilson, 
1835;  Daniel  Collins,  and  Adam  Blair,  1836  ;  iS.  S.  Day, 
1837;  S.  W.  Lorinjx,  1839;  Horallo  G.  Lewis,  1840;  Watson 
E.  Boies,  1841;  Edwin  Ely,  1842;  Lererett  Sackett,  1843, 
Sharon  Bradley,  1844;  Vincent  Bradley,  1845 ;  Rev.  Amos 
G.  Bowker,  1848;  Albert  Knox,  1849;  Juslin  Wilson,  1850; 
Chauncey  S.  Brown,  1851  ;  Samuel  Lloyd,  1853. 

Alanson  Knox  was  a  Senator  for  IIamj)den  Connty  in 
1820,  Orrin  Sage  in  1835  and  1836,  and  Renben  BoieSy 
Jr.,  in  1837  and  1838 ;  all  residents  of  Blandford. 

The  manufactures  of  Blandford  are  limited,  tibough 
considerable  manufacturing  business  is  carried  on  in  the 
North  part  of  the  town.  The  tanning  business  is  pursued 
by  Norton  &  Ely,  who  have  S6,000  invested,  employ  11 
hands,  and  turn  out  S20,000  worth  of  leather  yearly;  by 
Robinson  &  Brigham  who  have  $3,000  invested^  employ 
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€  hsBodB,  and  produce  (S,0<M)  yearly;  bjr  Alfred  Peekp* 
liani,  ^vrith  $2,000  inyested,  5  hands,  and  a  prodnct  of  SS^ 
000  yearly,  and  by  David  Bates  with  $1,000  inyeated,  8 
hands,  and  a  product  of  $2,000  aimaally.  The  total 
aoiount  invested  in  tanneries  is  $12,000,  hands  employed 
25,  total  annual  product,  $88,000.  Foot  &  Kyle  have 
$2,000  invested  in  the  manufacture  of  bedsteads,  employ 
2  bonds,  and  tarn  out  $2,000  worth  yearly ;  Daniel  1  uy 
has  $500  invested  in  the  same  busiiu-.-s,  employs  3  hands, 
and  turns  out  $1,000  yojirly.  Joseph  iviimaii  iiiakes 
$1,000  worth  ot"  butl<T  j>riiits,  ruUing  plus,  ice,  yearly, 
and  Gibbs  <fe  J)rother  S  1,400  worth  of  wooden  ]x)wl8. 
Lyman  Gibbs  has  $4,00U  invested  in  a  paper  null  ^vll08e 
operative  force  is  1  hands,  and  whose  pro<Uict  is  S  i,<MiO. 
iSurton  &  Ely,  and  Gibbs  Brother  have  each  a  team 
constantly  engaged  in  cartini;^  ^uod^,  lumber,  leather,  Scc*^ 
between  lihmdfbrd  and  the  depot  at  Chester  Factorief*,  to 
an  aggregate  amount  of  not  less  than  50o  tuns  annuallv. 

The  amount  raised  by  tax  in  the  town,  for  1864,4nclud- 
ing  $700,  the  amount  appro|)riate(l  for  seliools,  was  $2,900t 
Population  in  1^140,  l^V^ ;  in  1850,  1,515 ;  iiici*casc  in 
ten  years,  3. 

BRIMFIELD. 

In  the  year  1701,  ^faj.  John  Pynchon,  Capt.  Tliomiis 
Colton,  James  Warriner,  D.avid  Morgan  and  Joseph  8teb- 
bins,  all  of  Sprinjztield,  were  constituted  by  the  General 
Court,  a  Prudential  Committee,  for  five  years,  to  lay  out 
this  town,  to  superintend  the  allotment  of  land,  and  exer- 
cise a  general  control  over  the  afiairs  of  the  place.  The 
original  grant  embraced  an  area  of  eight  mik  s  ?qnare,  in- 
cluding the  towns  of  Monson,  Wales  and  Holland.  The 
name  of  Brimfield  was  applied,  not  from  any  marked  phys- 
ical features,  nor  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  any  individ- 
ual ;  but  simply  to  designate  a  tract  of  land  lying  East  of 
Springfield. 

On  the  22d  of  September,  1701,  the  Committee,  accom- 
panied by  about  twenty  inhabitants  of  Springfield,  visited 
Ihe  region*  The  trip,  at  that  time,  occupied  three  days. 
They  first  fixed  upon  the  elevated  ground  between  Brim* 
field  and  M<»son,  Imown  as  Grout's  Hill,  for  the  town  plot, 
but  the  present  site  was  finally  adopted,  for  the  reason  that, 
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Ahbough  within  one  half  mile  of  the  Eastern  line  of  the 
grant,  it  embraced  the  best  iancL  At  that  time  the  phja- 
cal  features  of  the  oountiy  presented  a  very  different  aspeet 
from  what  we  now  behold.  The  iSres  of  the  Indian  had 
repeatedly  twept  over  it^  consoming  the  thnher,  and  Jeav^ 
ing  the  hub  bare  and  desolate;  wlule  the  rtMtfy  in  wlack 
the  town  is  now  situated,  was  carored  with  a  nmk  growth 
of  grass*  Fortj  jears  ago^  one  of  the  old  inhabitants 
was  enabled  to  point  out  what  were  once  ^hills  of  eom/* 
grown  bj  the  bdians  on  Indian  Mountain,  whei^  now 
there  are  large  trees. 

The  settlement  of  the  town  proceeded  slowly,  owing,  as 
the  committee  allepre,  to  the  ''distress  of  the  war,"  tlien 
waErecl  between  I  lancc  and  England;  and  the  G<ineral 
Couit,  Oil  their  representations,  extended  the  time  for  a 
further  period  ot  lour  years,  and  appointed  John  Pynchon 
a  memher  of  the  Committee,  in  the  place  of  his  father,  Mar 
joi  .loiin  Pynchon,  deceased. 

In  >717,  the  General  Court,  on  the  petition  of  the  Pru- 
dential Committee,  extr'udcd  tiic  limits  of  tlie  town  three 
miles  further  East,  in  order  to  embrace  the  good  land  Ijing 
in  that  direction. 

Tn  June,  1723,  the  Genenil  Court  declared  the  preced- 
in«x  ^^runt  void,  and  appointed  Hon.  John  Chandler,  Henry 
Dwight  Esq.  and  Joseph  Jennings,  a  Committee  to  perfect 
the  settlement  of  the  town,  who  reported  at  the  session 
held  at  Cambridge,  September,  1729,  adTersely  to  the 
grants  nmde  by  the  first  Committee*  This  report  created 
great  consternation  among  the  settlers,  who,  in  a  memorial 
addressed  to  the  General  Court,  declared  that,  if  its  recom* 
mendatiozis  were  carried  out,  it  would  deprive  some  of 
them  of  one-fourth,  others  of  one-half,  and  others  of  three- 
fourths,  eyen,  of  the  hinds  which  thej  had  acquired  under 
the  previous  Committee.  They  concluded  by  declaring 
that  ^it  would  be  the  highest  reflection  on  the  Justice  of 
the  Create  and  General  Court*^  to  deprive  them  of  lands 
which  they  had  improved  «  with  greate  Hazzard  of  tlieh- 
lives  and  substance,  living  on  and  Defendine^  the  same." 

This  petition  was  referred  in  the  llou^o,  and  on  the  20th 
of  February,  1730,  it  wa^?  ordered  that  a  copy  the  reof  be 
served  on  some  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  and  that  they 
be  cited  to  appear  ai  the  next  session  of  the  General  Conrt^ 
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aod  show  cause  why  the  report  of  the  fiecond  Committee 
should  not  be  adopted.  In  the  meanwhile,  tlie  inhabitants 
were  authorized  to  exercise  all  of  the  privileges  of  a  town ; 
but  were  restrained  from  passinf^  any  acts,  allecling  the 
rights  of  property.  "  Capt.  John  Sherman,  a  principal  in- 
habitant," was  authorized  to  "Notifye  and  Warn"  the  free- 
holders to  assemble  at  some  public  place  durinj:^  the  suc- 
ceeding March,  for  the  choice  of  town  olHcers.  Under  this 
authority,  the  town  eftected  a  political  organization,  March 
IG,  1781.  Kobert  Moulton  was  chosen  the  iirst  Iteprescn- 
tative  to  the  General  Court,  an«l  was  instructed  *Mo  act  ac- 
cording to  the  best  of  his  undei-standing  in  the  greate  and 
waitty  affair  at  Court,  standing  for  our  rights  and  privi- 
leges." From  this  time  until  1740,  the  right  of  represen- 
|0tion  was  not  again  exercised. 

4.  On  the  18th  of  June,  1731,  the  General  Court  settled 
the  conflicting  titles  of  this  town  by  confirming  the  grants 
of  120  acres  each,  made  by  the  first  Committee,  to  the  fol- 
lowing persons,  viz:  Nathaniel  Hitchcock,*  Kbenezcr 
Graves,  David  Hitchcock,  lienjamin  Cooley,  Leonard  Hoar, 
Capt  John  Sherman,  David  Morgan  and  Nathan  Collins, 
and  one  to  one  of  the  sons  of  eacli  of  them  :  to  Deliver- 
ance Brooks,t  Daniel  Hubbard,  John  Atcheson,  and  one 
to  his  son ;  one  to  Park  Williams,  in  his  own  right,  and 
one  purchased  by  him,  originally  grantetl  to  Robert  Old ; 
one  to  John  Stebbins,  William  Wilson  and  John  Charles, 
and  likewise  one  to  each  of  their  sons  ;  one  to  John  Lum- 
bard,  David  Lumbard,  Sanuiel  Ilulibanl,  Peter  Ilaynes, 
Joseph  Haynes,  Peter  Montague,  Henry  Burt,  Thomas 
*  Stebbins,  William  NichoUs  heirs,  Micah  Towsley,  Elea- 


»  Nathaniel  Hitchcock  appears  to  have  been  the  first  set- 
tler. The  first  house  was  built  by  him  on  the  grounds  now 
owned  by  Alfred  L.  Converse.  The  original  frame,  subse- 
quently enlarged,  is  yet  standing.  The  second,  probably,  was 
the  old  Townsley  house,  now  dismanlled.  which  was  erected 
by  David  Morgan.  The  Iirst  tavern  was  built  on  the  liill  side, 
by  the  Warren  road,  nearly  opposite  the  house  formerly  occu- 
pied  by  Rev.  Dr.  Vaill.  Although  a  blanket  served  for  a  door, 
it  is  said  there  was  always  hospitable  cheer  within. 

t  Moses  Brooks,  a  son  of  this  individual,  is  said  to  have 
been  the  first  child  born  here.    This  was  in  1717.— i>r.  VailVs 
New  Yearns  Discourse^  1821. 
2* 
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zer  Foot,  WiBnm  Wsrrincr,  James  Thompson,  Fjranrft 
Bartered  heirs,  George  Ervvin.  Joseph  Frosty  I>ayid  Sliaw; 
John,  oHof  Daniel  Burt,  Joshua  Shaw^  Samuel 
Thomas  Foot  and  assigns,  John  Keep,  Samn^  Aliens  Na- 
thaniel Miller,  Ezra  Kxngy  Robert  Old,  Samael  Sng, 
thonj  Needham,  Robert  Moulton,  Robert  Moulton  Jr., 
John  Wilson,  John  Danielson,  John  Miller,  J<ilui  Mighell, 
Joseph  Davis,  Benjamin  Warner,  Daniel  Gmves,  Bcnj» 
min  Mnn,  Daoiel  Fuller,  Nathaniel  Claik  and  John  Bol«> 
len,  amounting  to  169  lots,  of  120  acres  etteh.  To  Samu^ 
Munger,  Thomas  Green,  Joshua  Old,  Ebenezer  Scott, 
Mark  Ferrej,  Samuel  Allen  Jr^  Samuel  Shaw,  Selfa  Shaw 
and  Daniel  KHImn,  each  a  hame4pt  of  60  aeres,  already! 
laid  out,  and  if  any  of  them  should  be  found  to  have  mor^' 
than  that  amount,  to  retain  the  same,  the  surplus  to  be  d^ 
ducted  from  their  "  after  rights."  Also,  to  Kev.  ]\Ir.  Treat, 
the  minister  of  the  town,  a  lot  of  120  acres,  with  all  al'ter 
rights;  also  a  lot  to  Samuel  Chandler,  son  of  John  C  hand 
ler,  who  liad  built  a  house  here  ;  one  to  Setli  Dwight,  son 
of  Henry  Dwiglu,  and  one  to  Joseph  Jennin^^s,  in  consid 
eration  of  their  services  as  a  Prudential  Cuiiiiiiittee ;  also, 
to  Wiliiuiii  Pynchon  aucl  Ut^adiah  Cooley,  who,  although 
they  did  not  reside  on  the  grants,  "did  provide  some  ma- 
terials for  linishing  the  meeting-house,  and  have  Fincii 
made  some  improvements  thereon also  a  lot  to  thtui 
jointly,  "in  consideration  that  they  provided  iron-work  for 
the  tirst  saw-mill,  they  drawing  no  alter  rio^hts."  Also,  to 
Capt.  George  Colton  and  David  Inuersole  a  lot  in  consid- 
eration of  their  havin[r  pro^  idcd  nailes  of  all  sorts,  suffi- 
cient for  finishing  the  lueeting  house ;  also  to  the  heirs  of 
Lieut.  Col.  Pynchon,  Capt.  Thomas  Colton,  James  War- 
riner,  David  Moi  .ifan  and  Jo«eph  Stebbins,  all  deceased, 
and  to  Mr.  Pelatiah  Glover,  120  acres  each,  without  any 
after  rights. 

To  Tliomas  Inirersole,  in  consideration  of  expenses  in- 
curred on  thp  first  Committee  ;  to  Thomas  Mirrick, Thomas 
Mirrick  Jr.,  the  heirs  of  Nathaniel  Sikes,  Increase  Sikes, 
Samuel  Keep  and  Tilly  Mirrick,  in  consideration  of  money 
paid,  lots  were  granted  and  confirmed  without  after  rights 
or  divisions.  The  claims  of  WiUiam  Brewer,  William 
Hamilton,  Patrick  Marahall,  Andrew  Bayley,  Pelalsah 
CrloYcr  Jr.^  John  Evans  and  JSbeiieBer  Cooiey  wm  de> 
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dared  wmiL  l4  ktm  mmmd,  cMrablc  to  be  mhmiB  bk  tiv- 
ing  tbe  nuuB  of  tlie  pnmleei^  for  the  raMa  thait  £17 
eouprimd  iieirlj  «U  the  flnt  Mttlers  of  the  towii.  Man j 
of  Iheir  desoendante,  even  to  the  fifih  and  sixth  genentiona, 
Blill  le^ide  in  the  town* 

The  General  Oiniit  farther  direetad  that  after  these  aeT- 
end  grants  were  aatiafied,  the  whole  of  the  rsmaining  Umds 
ahonld  belong  to  the  grantees,  with  after  ri^hu,  and  be 
proportionately  diTided ;  and,  hntly,  that  the  inlmbitantj 
of  the  town  should  have  and  enjoy  nil  of  the  privileges  and 
iuiiinniities  tliat  other  towns  in  the  province  did. 

In  17 GO,  Monsoii  v,  ;is  set  apart  as  a  district,  Uui  stiil  at- 
tached to  Brimficld  lor  the  puqK)sc  of  repn -entatiniK  and 
the  same  \f'as  done  with  regard  to  iiuUaod  and  boutii  l>j:im« 
field,  now  Wales,  in  \H\2. 

In  the  early  seiil<  hk  nt  ot'  tlic  town,  ihc^  inliabiiantvH 
were  annoyed  hy  the  Indians,  but  there  is  no  rerord  n( 
any  deadly  eonliicts.  The  lirst  sittlerg  cuiue  out  lixiin 
Springfield,  and  encainpcd.  Their  tents  wrrc  torn  in 
pieces,  their  provisions  pluu<lered,  and  they  were  lurcr'd  lo 
return.  Two  block  houses  were  constructed,  to  which  the 
inhabitants  could  r^rt  at  niglit,  and  in  case  of  alamu 
The  site  of  one  was  on  the  premises  formerly  occapied  by 
Theodore  Fields,  and  of  the  other  on  the  premises  former- 
ly occupied  by  Sylvnnus  Thompson  whose  house  for  ninny 
years  was  known  as  '^the  old  £cirtJ*  In  the  memorial  be- 
fore quoted^  the  memorialists  aver  that  their  lands  had 
been  acquired  at  ^  Great  Hazzaid  of  their  lives,"  and  that 
they  had  been  obliged  to  drfead  them.  There  are  tradi* 
tions  that  the  ]bdiims  formerly  resorted  here  in  considera- 
ble numbers^  and  there  was  a  eoUection  of  wigwams  on 
Indian  HiU.  In  the  Western  part  of  the  town,  there  is  a 
sharp  and  well  defined  ridge,  which,  m  places,  attains  an 
elevation  of  500  or  600  feett  On  one  of  the  highest  sum- 
mits is  perched  an  immense  boulder,  known  as  **  Steerage 
lloek."  This  mountain  forms  one  of  the  most  strikinir 
land-marks  of  the  region,  and  from  the  top  of  the  rock 
the  eye  ranpf(  s  ov<  1  the  conniiy  for  many  miles  in  every 
direction.  The  Indians  were  accustomtfd  to  aicend  this 
rock  in  take  the  bearing  of  any  particular  point  to  which 
they  ^vi.-hed  to  direct  their  course,  and  hence  the  origin  of 
the  name*   There  was  a  well  beaten  trail  ^m  Deacon 
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Tarbeirs,  m  tke  Eastern  part  of  the  town,  to  Indian  Hill, 
on  the  &rm  now  occupied  by  Cheney  Solandci-,  thence  to 
Steerage  Kock,  and  Ihencse  to  the  Chioopee  VaUej^  in 
Palmer. 

In  the  early  settlements  of  Brimfield,  the  noble  game, 
such  as  wolves,  wild-cats  and  deer,  were  probably  abun- 
dant, for  we  find  that  the  town  occasionally  laid  a  tax  to  paj 
for  the  scalps  of  the  former  classes,  while  at  every  amiiial 
meetii^,  ^  Deer  Beeves  "  were  elected  to  enforce  the  game- 
laws  with  regard  to  the  protectimi  of  the  latter. 

A  few  of  the  early  settlers  were  engaged  in  the  French 
war.  Beuben  Towsley  was  taken  captive  by  the  Indians, 
and  compelled  to  ran  the  gantlet*  He  became  a  favorite 
among  them,  was  adopted  into  the  tribe,  and  lived  with 
them  for  ten  years.  He  then  retomed  to  Brimfield,  but 
found  it  difficult  to  resume  bis  former  mode  of  life.  Af- 
ter remaining  awhile,  he  returned  to  his  forest  borne,  and 
ended  his  days  among  the  people  wholiad  adopted  biiDQ. 

As  early  as  1768,  the  inhabitants,  by  a  clause  in  the 
warrant,  were  called  upon  to  consider  whether  the  town 
would  choose  one  or  more  persons,  to  attend  the  conven- 
tion to  be  held  at  Boston  on  the  22d  day  of  September  of 
that  year,  to  act  and  consult  on  the  impcurtant  a&iirs  of  the 
Province.  They  promptly  responded  as  follows :  ^  That 
this  town  will  now  make  choice  of  one  person'  to  act  for 
'  them  in  convention,  with  such  as  may  be  sent  from  the 
several  towns  in  the  province,  in  order  that  such  measures 
may  be  devised  as  may  conduce  to  his  Majesty's  service, 
and  the  peace  and  safety  of  his  subjects."  Timothy  Dan- 
ielson  was  the  person  delegated. 

In  1773,  the  inhabitants,  through  their  selectmen,  were 
required  to  vote  on  the  following  clause  in  the  warrant : 
"To  sec  if  the  town  would  take  into  consideration  the 
matters  of  grievance  bx'ought  upon  them  by  certain  acts  of 
Parliament/* 

To  this  they  responded  in  the  following  resolutions ; — 

"  L  That  the  town  of  Brlmfidd  have  the  right,  as  often  as 
they  think  proper,  to  assemble  themselves  together,  and  con- 
suit  on  their  rights  and  liberties,  and  point  out  the  violations 
of  them ;  and  confer  with  any,  or  all  the  towns  in  the  Prov- 
ince on  matters  belonging  to  their  common  safety. 

2.  That  we  esteem  it  a  very  great  grievanoe  that  thaie  . 
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pvaperty  is  taken  from  us,  without  our  consent,  or  that  ef  ow 
lepresentative ;  and  that  our  moneys  thus  taken  from  u^  are 
appropriated  to  acts  tendinj?  to  the  subversion  of  tliat  coii.stau- 
tion  we  have  an  mdefeasible  rii^ht  to  be  governed  by,  till  we 
ate  pleased  to  consent  to  another. 

"  3.  That  we  hold  it  as  a  great  grievance  growing  out  of  the 
abovcL  at  il8  natnial  offspring  and  in  Ui  own  iSmuitodey  that 
the  (iOTenor  of  this  Prmnce,  whom  we  deiire  le  boner  ae 
the  Representative  of  the  grealeat  Potentate  on  earth,  shenld 
be  jpaid  out  of  a  revenue  unconatitntionallj  raited,  and  con- 
trary to  the  known,  stated,  and  approved  manner  in  this  Pro- 
vince, and  in  a  way  so  apparently  tending  to  alienate  his  af- 
fections from  his  people,  and  rh'arly  tendinu:  to  destroy  their 
mutual  confidence,  upon  which  the  well-being  of  a  Province 
so  much  depends. 

"  4.  That  we  are  much  alarmed  by  the  report,  which  we  fear 
it  too  well  grounded,  that  the  Judges  of  the  Superior  Court 
of  Judicature  have  their  talariet  apoointed  out  of  the  afore* 
said  revenue,  by  which  they  are  maae  entirely  dependent  on 
the  Crown.  Should  it  ever  happen  that  the  aforesaid  Judget 
should  be  more  careful  to  enrich  themselves  than  to  do  jus- 
tice, how  are  onr  lives  and  properties  exposed  !  They  oui^dit 
either  to  be  independent  of  Kiiiir  and  people,  or  equally  de- 
pendent on  them  both.  The  latter  has  ever  been  the  case, 
which  tended  to  keep  a  balance  of  affection  in  them  to  the 
Prmce  and  his  subjects. 

^  5.  That  weaeoonnt  the  late  act  of  PterUament  entitled  *^  An 
Act  for  the  better  terving  Hit  Majesty't  Dock  Yaidt,  Mam- 
zinet,  &o.,"  to  be  a  ^eat  grievance,  at  we  are  thereby  de- 
prived of  that  which  it  mott  dear  to  us.  On  suspected  guilt, 
■  we  mn>t  be  hurried  across  the  Atlantic,  for  trial,  where  we 
must  be  deprived  of  a  trial  by  jury  from  the  vicinity,  in  a  mo- 
ment exposed  to  the  loss  of  our  whole  estate,  if  not  to  the  loss 
of  life. 

"6.  That  we  are  and  ever  have  been  ready  to  resign  our 
lives,  and  spend  our  fortunes,  in  the  defense  of  hit  Majesty, 
King  George  the  Hi,  hit  Crown  and  Dignity ;  and  that  we 
will  endeavor  to  lead  quiet  and  peaceable  livet ;  but,  at  the 
tame  time,  firmly  and  retolutely  endeavor,  by  every  jutt  and 
constitutional  way,  to  maintain  our  rights  and  libertiet  yet 
*  continued,  which  were  purchased  for  us  by  the  blood  of  our 
ancestors,  and  to  recover  those  which  have  been  cruelly,  not 
to  say  unrighteously,  taken  from  us." 

Il  was  ordered  that  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  should 
be  presented  to  the  delegate^  and  by  him  transmitted  to  the 
Committee  of  Grferanee  in  Boston*   From  the  tone  of 
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these  resoladons,  and  the  nnaniiiiitj  with  which  they  were 
passed*  there  being  not  one  dissenting  Yoicey  we  may  read- 
ily infer  that  a  deep  seated  feeling  of  hostility  to  the  Crown 
pervaded  the  interior  of  Massachusetts,  and  that  a  breath 
only  was  required  to  blow  it  into  a  &une*  The  criticy 
coolly  rea^ng  them  in  his  closet,  might  say  that  they  were 
somewhat  high<^anding,  but  they  were  the  true  index  of 
the  sentiment  of  the  people  at  that  time,  which  was  subse* 
quently  justified  by  their  acts. 

The  warrant  calling  a  meeting  for  July  Ist,  1774,  con- 
tained two  clauses  not  embraced  in  the  regular  routine  of 
town  business.  One  was  whether  the  town  would  pay  her 
proportion  of  £500  to  defray  the  expenses  of  a  Commit- 
tee of  Conj2:ress ;  the  other  was  to  see  whether  the  town 
would  adopt  a  Covenant,  laid  l)efore  them  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Correspondence,  and  give  the  inhabitants  an  oppor- 
tunity of  signing  the  same. 

To  both  of  these  propositions  they  responded  affirnui- 
tively,  and  the  record  contains  not  a  dissenting  name.  Jo- 
seph Moffat,  Aaron  Migliell  and  Nathan  Hoar  were  ap- 
poink<l  a  Committee  to  present  the  Covenant  to  the  peo- 
ple.   The  loiiowingjs  the  Covenant:— 

We,  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Brimfield,  hate  taken 
into  our  serious  considemtioa  the  precarious  state  of  the  liber- 
ties of  North  America,  and  more  especially  the  present  distress- 
ed condition  of  this  insulted  Province,  embarrassed  as  it  is  by 

several  acts  of  the  British  Parliament,  tending  to  the  entire 
subversion  of  onr  natin  iil  nnd  charter  rights,  among  which  is 
the  act  for  ciosinir  up  tlie  Harbor  of  Boston,  and  bein^  fully 
sensible  oi  our  indispensable  duty  to  lay  liold  of  every  means 
in  our  power  to  preserve  and  recover  the  much  injured  con- 
ititution  of  our  country,  and  conscious,  at  the  same  time,  of 
no  aheraatire  between  the  horrors  of  slavery,  and  the  carnage 
and  desolation  of  civil  war,  but  a  suspension  of  all  com*, 
mercial  intercourse  with  the  island  of  Great  BritaiOi  d0|  in  the 
presence  of  God,  solemnly  and  in  good  faith,  covenant  and 
engage  with  each  other,  that,  from  henceforth,  we  will  sus- 
pend all  commercial  intertoiirse  with  the  said  island  of  Great 
Britain,  until  the  said  act  of  blocking  up  the  said  Harbor  be 
repealed  and  a  full  restoration  of  our  charter  rights  be  ob- 
tamed. 

"  And  2d.  That  there  may  be  the  less  temptation  to  others 
to  continue  in  the  now  dangerous  commerce,  we  do  now  in 
like  manner  solemnly  covenant  we  will  not  buy  merchandise, 
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or  odnsnme,  or  suffer  any  perton  under  xm  to  purchase  or  con- 
'  itime«  in  any  manner  wkaterer,  any  goods,  warea  or  mer^ 
dundise,  which  may  arrive  in  Amerioa  lima  GiaaA  Britain 
{rom  and  alitor  the  wt  day  of  August  next  ensuing ;  and  in- 
asmuch as  in  us  lies,  to  prevent  our  being  interrupted  and  de- 
feated in  this  our  only  peaceable  ni^^asure,  entered  into  for 
the  recovery  and  preservation  of  (»iir  riixlils,  we  agree  to  break 
off  all  trade,  commerce  and  dealini,^  wlmtever  with  any  per- 
sons who,  preferrinj^  their  own  private  interest  to  the  salvation 
of  their  now  perishing  country,  shall  continue  to  import  goods 
fiom  Chreat  Britain,  or  shall  purchase  from  them  who  do  it 

^  S«  That  such  persons  may  not  hare  it  in  their  power  to 
impose  upon  ns  by  any  pretence  whatever,  we  further  agree 
to  purchase  no  article  of  merchandise  from  them,  or 
any  of  them,  who  shall  not  have  signed  this,  or  a  similar 
covenant,  or  will  not  produce  an  oath  certified  by  a  magis- 
trate, to  be  by  them  taken  to  the  following'  purpose,  viz  *    '  I 

 of  in  the  county  of  ,  do  solemnlv  swear  lh;it  ilie 

jsfoods  I  have  on  hand  and  puriio:^e  for  sale,  Iiave  not,  io  tin* 
best  of  my  knov;icdge,  been  imported  from  Great  Bntaui  miu 
any  port  of  America,  since  the  last  day  of  August,  1774,  and 
that!  will  not  contnur|r  to  the  spirit  of  an  agreement,  entered 
into  through  this  Provmce,  import,  or  purchase  of  any  person, 
so  importing  any  goods  aforesaid,  until  the  port,  or  harbor  ot 
Boston  shall  !)e  opened,  and  we  are  fully  restored  to  the  free 
use  of  our  con<tiliitional  and  charter  rights. 

And,  lastly,  we  a^^ree  that  alter  this,  or  a  similar  covenant, 
has  been  ollered  to  rfi  v  person  and  they  reluse  to  ii^n  it,  or 
produce  the  oath  above  said,  we  will  consider  them  as  con- 
tumacious imposters.  and  withdraw  all  commercial  connec- 
tions with  them,  so  lar  as  not  to  purchase  of  them  any  arti- 
de  whatever,  and  publish  their  names  to  the  world.^ 

Hiis  oovenant  is  signed  by  190  indiyiduals,  who  must 
have  indnded  nearly  all  the  freeholders  of  the  town. 
AxnoDg  the  names  are  to  be  found  the  Hoars,  the  Daniel* 
sons,  the  Brownsi  the  Shennansi  the  Blisses,  the  Janeses, 
the  Habbofds,  the  StebMnseSy  the  Thompsons,  the  Kichols* 
es,  the  Bnrte,  the  Blashfields,  the  Lombards,  the  Haynes- 
,  es,  the  ShawB,  the  Lyons^  the  Charleses,  the  Moi^gans,  the 
Hhehcocks,  the  Fays,  the  Nelsons,  and  the  Trasks,  whose 
descendants  still  reside  within  the  limits  of  the  town,  and 
are  comprised  among  its  most  snbstantial  inhabitants* 

At  the  September  meeting,  money  was  raised  and  Tim- 
othy Diinielson  was  instrncted  ^immediately'*  to  increase 
the  town  stock  of  powder  and  lead.   October  6th,  the 
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town  appointed  Timothy  Bttiielflon  a  delegate  to  Ae  Pro- 
vincial CoTijrress  about  to  aseemble  at  Concord,  indoned 
the  resolutions  passed  by  the  Congress  at  NorthamptODy 
and  t(^ok  measures  to  or^^nize  two  companies  of  mtlftla. 
October  7,  James  Sherman  was  appointed  Captain  of 
the  1^'ast  Company,  Jonathan  Charles,  Ist  Lieutenant, 
Phineas  Sii*  i man,  2d  Lieutenant,  and  Daniel  Burt^  En- 
sif^n.  The  West  Com})any  was  officered  as  follows:  Sam- 
uel Nichols,  Captain  ;  Jonathan  Ijiowh,  Ist  Lieutenant; 
Nathan  Hoar,  2d  Lieutenant;  and  Abner  Stebbins,  En- 
sign. All  crood  and  cffet  ti\  e  men  were  invited  to  enlist 
and  equij)  themselves  for  the  service  of  their  country,  and 
hold  tliemsclves  ready  at  a  moment's  warning  to  march  to 
the  defense  of  the  Province.  The  Selectmen  were  to  de- 
termine the  number  of  men  who  were  to  be  draughted 
from  the  companies  thus  organized,  and  every  private  thus 
draughted  was  to  receive  10s.  per  month,  if  he  billeted 
himself,  or  40s.  if  billeted  by  the  Pi-ovinc(N  while  the 
Captain  was  to  receive  £6,  if  he  billeted  himself,  or  £4  if 
billeted  by  the  Province.  They  were  required  to  muster 
for  military  exercise  at  least  once  a  week,  and  subscribe 
an  agreemeiit  to  behave  as  faithful  and  obedient  soldiers, 
to  refrain  from  dissensions,  and  not  stir  up  mutiny.  The 
town  iitrther  voted  to  co-operate  with  the  Committees  of 
Boston  and  the  neighboring  towns  not  to  supply  tiiia 
[King's]  troops  with  materials  to  fortify  with. 

On  the  23d  day  of  December,  1774,  the  people,  in  town 
meeting  assembled,  voter!  to  choose  a  Committee  of  Lispec- 
tion,  as  recommended  by  tlie  Provincial  and  Continental 
Congresses,  whose  duties  were  defined  in  the  10th  and  11th 
articles  of  the  Provincial  Association.  Captain  James 
Shennan,  Lieut  Jonathan  Brown,  Joseph  Holhrook,  Jr., 
Jabes  Nicihols  and  Simeon  Hubbard  were  appointed  a 
Ck>mm»ttee.  The  constables  w^e  directed  to  paiy  the 
Fiorince  tax  to  Hen^  Gaidner  of  Stowe,  as  reecmimended 
br  the  Prorindal  Congress*  Lieut  Jonathan  Brown, 
£benezer  Miller,  Judah  Stebbins,  Samuel  Bates  and  Jo* 
seph  Browning  were  appoiiited  a  Committee  to  inspect  the 
Tea  Diinkm,  and  if  they  sh<Nild  know,  or  find,  any  per«> 
sen  who.stUl  oontinned  to  use,  sell,  or  consume  in  their 
finaiUes,  any  Bast  India  tea,  they  were  directed  to  post  up 
their  names  in  some  publie  place,  that  they  might  be- 
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known  and  fined.  The  several  Coinmittees  were  eiijuiiied 
to  see  that  the  inhabitiints  compli'd  with  the  aitirles  of 
the  Coutioental  Association,  and  jjre.^erved  them  inviohite. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  town,  January  11,  1775,  a  com- 
mittee was  raised  to  receive  donations  for  tht  j  oor  of  the 
town  of  lioston,  and  preliminary  steps  wen*  taken  towards 
sending  a  delegate,  in  conjunction  wit! i  South  Jii  imiield 
and  Moii8on,  to  the  Congress  to  be  !h  Id  at  C  ainbrid^re. 
Timothy  Danielson  was  chosr^n  flie  delegate  frfvin  the  three 
towns.  On  the  18th  of  January,  1775,  Mr.  Danielson 
recommended  that  fifty  minute  men  be  raised  in  the  town 
and  equipped  at  its  expense.  This  was  at  once  granted, 
and  the  enlisting  of  Uie  oompanj  was  ^yy>fiH^  io  Captain 
Joseph  Thompson. 

^l&j  5y  1775,  the  town  instructed  the  emnmiltee  strictly 
to  observe  the  directions  of  the  Congress  with  respect  to 
anj  person  who  might  be  charged  with  being  inimical  to 
the  ooontiy ;  and  d^lared  that  they  would  disconntenaaoe 
and  endeavor  to  prevent  all  disorderly  meetings. 

May  24,  1776,  the  inhabitants  of  Brimiield,  in  tows 
meeting  assemlilcd,  voted  unanimously,  "  that  if  the  H<hu 
Congress  should,  for  the  safety  of  the  said  Colonies,  de* 
daze  them  independent  of  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britaini 
we,  the  said  inhabitahtSy  will  solemnly  engage  with  our 
lives  and  fiurtones,  to  Bopport  them  in  the  measore*" 

HithertDi  all  of  the  citations  had  been  in  his  Miges- 
tf%  name,  and  were  dated  according  to  the  year  <^  his 
reign;  but  from  this  time  forth,  these  formalities  were  dis- 
pemied  with. 

The  flame  which  had  been  so  long  smonldering  had 
broken  forth.  Concord,  Lexington  and  Bunker  HiU  had 
been  stained  with  American  blood,  and  every  town  had 
armed  her  inhabitants  for  the  strife.  This  town  contribn- 
ted  her  quota  of  men,  but  the  record  of  their  services^  the 
battles  in  which  they  were  engaged,  and  the  lists  of  wound- 
ed  or  killed,  liuvc  p*  rislied,  or  survive  only  in  the  recollec- 
tiun  of  a  lew  aged  men.  There  is  a  list  of  148  men  who 
had  rendered  services  in  tlie  Continental  Army,  and  to 
whom  the  town  was  responsible  for  arrearages  in  the  sum 
of  £1,768  8s.  The  records  from  this  period  to  the  close 
of  the  revolutioniuy  war,  show  that  the  people  were  actu- 
aited  by  one  impulse^and  were  ready  at  ail  times  to  indorse 
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men  and  mumtions  to  the  arm  to  the  extent  of  tfaieir 
ability.  Few  towns  can  recur  to  this  period  in  their  his- 
tory with  more  pride  an4  aatisfoction. 

On  the  4th  of  October,.1776,  the  town  gave  their  eoii* 

sent  that  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Massachusetts 
Bay,  toj]^ether  with  the  Council,  might  agree  on  such  a  con- 
stitutii>ii  ;uid  ioriii  of  govei'iiiiK^ni,  as  would  mo.^t  conduce 
to  the  peace  luid  happiness  of  the  State,  and  make  the 
some  public,  ior  the  consideration  and  appwbation  of  the 
inhabitaDts,  belbre  the  same  were  enacird  or  ratilicd  by 
the  assembly.  March  IC.  1777,  the  town  voted  that  the 
sum  of  £2U  be  added  to  the  bounty  given  by  Congreho  to 
such  persons  of  the  town  as  should  mlist  for  three  yeai'S, 
or  during  the  war,  and  that  £GOU  be  raised  tor  this  pur- 
pose. 

During  this  period,  we  find  that  a  Committee  of  Safety 
constituted  a  portion  of  the  regularly  elective  officers. 
May  13, 1778,  the  town  voted  against  the  Constitution  Act, 
nays  27,  ayes  4,  and  at  the  same  time  agreed  to  raise  £210 
for  such  persons  as  should  appear  to  join  the  Continental 
Army,  and  directed  the  re-payment  of  tlie  money  advanced 
by  the  Selectmen  to  the  wives  and  families  of  the  sol* 
diers. 

March  8,  1779,  the  town  constituted  the  Selectmen  a 
committee  to  take  charge  of  the  wives  and  families  of  the 
soldiers,  directed  the  expenditure  of  $200  to.  procure  a 
stock  of  ammunition,  and  levied  an  assessment  to  pay  the 
bounty  due  the  Continental  soldiers. 

August  24,  1779,  the  town  appointed  Hon.  Timothy 
Daniekon  a  delegate  to  the  Convention  to  l)c  held  at  C'am- 
bridge,  to  form  a  new  constitution.  At  the  same  time, 
they  agreed  to  raise  the  suiu  uf  £1,857  16s.  to  pay  six 
men  for  nine  months'  service  in  the  Continental  Ariny^  On 
the  6th  of  October  ensuing,  they  appropriated  a  further 
sum  oi'  £oAi)  to  defray  the  expenses  of  ten  men  lor  the 
like  service,  for  three  months.  June  19,  1780,  tlie  town 
voted  to  raise  thirteen  men  to  reinforce  the  Continental 
Aimy,  and  to  give  to  each  man  who  should  enlist  for  six 
moniiis  the  sum  of  £1,000.  They  further  voted  to  raise  the 
sum  of  £20,000  to  hire  the  town's  quota  of  men  to  serve 
in  the  Continental  Army.   July  3d,  1780,  voted  to  hire  the 
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militia  to  serve  three  inonili  ,  and  to  pay  to  each  man  who 
sliould  enlist  Voted  also,  to  raise  £1,130  lor  thin 

purpose.  Deeeiiiber  21,  vr)f<'d  to  pay  tlnrtcen  men  month- 
ly, to  serve  for  S  years,  or  (iiirin^  the  war.  June  1,  1781, 
the  town  voted  to  rai«se  £.'M,()00  to  purchase  beef,  and  pay 
in  part  the  thirteen  men  before  employed  in  the  army,  and  * 
July  23,  they  voted  to  employ  twelve  more*  March  2d» 
1782,  they  voted  £50  to  fit  out  five  more. 

From  the  best  information  obtainable,  it  is  probable  that 
the  town,  from  first  to  last,  famished  not  less  than  200  men 
to  the  Continental  Army,  some  of  whom  served  through  the 
whole  contest.  Although  the  tax  for  sapporting  these  men 
bore  heavily  on  the  people,  yet  the  records  show  that  the 
town  responded  prompdy  to  every  appeal  of  patriotism, 
and  that  never  fbr  a  moment  did  they  hesitate  cft  waver  in 
the  canse  in  which  they  had  embarkeil  If  payments  were 
slack,  the  ooii8tiJ>Ie8  were  directed  to  distrain  the  goods 
and  chattels.  As  the  corrency  depreciated,  and  the  em* 
ployment  of  soldiers  became  more  difficnlt,  ^ey  increased 
the  bounties,  and  guaranteed  them  against  depreciation. 
The  peace  of  1783  mast  have  been  hailed  with  joy,  as  it 
relieved  the  people  from  a  harden  of  taxation  and  anxiety. 

"Rmothy  Danielson  was  the  leading  spirit,  in  this  re- 
gion, during  the  revolutionary  period,  and  left  the  impress 
of  his  mind  uf)on  all  of  the  public  proceedings.  Accord- 
ing to  tnidition,  he  possessed  a  Herculean  frame  united  with 
Herculean  strenprth.  He  was  bold,  energetic,  and  well  ed- 
ucated, and  combined  in  an  eminent  degree,  many  of  the 
qualities  of  a  popular  leader.  He  joined  the  army  during 
the  first  rendezvous  at  Cambridge,  but  &ubs(  quontly  served 
the  people  of  the  town  in  a  civil  ca|)acity.  Aller  the 
adoption  of  the  con-i  itution,  he  beeauK!  a  Senator  and 
Councillor,  and  was  tlie  first  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of 
Comuioii  Pleas.    He  died  at  Brimfield,  ITIU,  uL'cd  .jS. 

Jonathan  Thompson  of  Brimlield,  attaifuvl  a  Colonelcy 
in  the  -army,  was  in  active  service,  and  [irrsrnt  at  the 
crowning  siege  of  Yorktown.  He  died,  we  believe,  some 
years  ago,  in  Ohio.  Lieut.  Thompson,  also  of  Brimticld, 
is  said  to  have  been  the  last  man  killed  in  the  revolution. 
Abner  Morgan  in  the  army  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  war,  and  held  the  rank  of  M^jor.  Christopher  Ward 
served  through  the  war.   He  was  a  tnistwortby  and  efiir- 
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dent  fioldiery  mwmuAmeAve  fl«moey  enoovntoed  maaj 
hair-breadth  escapes,  and  went  down  to  the  graTe,  a  ftiw 
years  ago,  with  an  onsullied  reputation.  He  %ed  Octol>er 
13, 1840,  aged  83.  He  was  often  detailed  to  eonihict  a 
scouting  party,  a  post  reouiring  coohiess,  promptitude  and 
fertility  in  resources.  On  one  occasion,  while  thus  em- 
ployed, lie  entered  the  house  of  a  tory,  and  asked  for 
something  to  eat.  The  host  replied  thai  he  had  nothing. 
Inferring  from  the  savui  y  smell  that  greeted  his  ultacto- 
ries,  that  the  host  was  lying,  he  proceeded  to  open  theoveu 
door,  wiiere  he  saw  sundry  dishes  in  the  process  of  being 
baked;  and  as  he  was  in  the  act  of  helping  himself,  was 
sainted  by  a  volh*y  of  bullets  which  came  whizzini;  past 
liis  h(  ad  and  crashed  a^^ainst  the  bricks.  They  were  dis- 
charged by  a  squad  of  Dritisli  dragoons  wlio  had  entered 
the  yard  immediately  after  his  arrival.  The  house  was 
aunoonded  by  a  fence  six  feet  in  hight,  beyond  which  there 
was  an  open  field  nearly  a  hundred  rods  broad,  skirted 
with  woods.  Nothing  daunted.  Ward  rushed  fxim  the 
house  into  the  midst  of  his  enemies^  who  called  upon  him 
to  surrender.  ^  Catch  me  first,''  was  his  reply.  Using 
his  musket  for  a  vaulting  pole»  he  cleared  the  fence,  and  as 
he  landed  on  the  other  side,  a  British  saber  aimed  at  him 
buried  itself  deep  in  the  topmost  raiL  But  his  dangers 
were  not  over.  When  the  dragoons  saw  that  he  had  8<»led 
the  fence,  they  put  spurs  to  their  horses,  da.shed  through 
tiie  gate,  which  tiiey  gained  by  mjdving  a  short  detour,  and 
joined  in  hot  pursuit.  It  was  a  neck-and-neck  race  across 
the  field,  but  Ward  wil-.  the  winner.  He  gained  the  woods, 
and  eluded  further  pursuit. 

On  another  occasion,  while  conductinpf  a  small  scouting 
party,  he  noticed,  in  advance,  two  figuK  s  on  horseback, 
dressed  in  female  attire.  Finding  themselves  obserTcd, 
they  quickened  tlieir  ])ace.  Ward,  thinking  that  all  was 
not  rif^dit,  pressed  them  elosely,  when  they  reined  up,  and 
very  innocently  inquired  tlie  way  to  a  certain  place.  The 
sight  of  their  features  and  the  sound  of  their  voices  did 
not  strike  him  as  being  over-feminine,  and  he  somewhat 
ungallantly  replied,  "Ah,  you  rascals,  dismount r  He 
marclied  them  into  the  American  camp,  and  on  examina- 
tion they  proved  to  be  spies.  On  one  occasion  be  was 
called  into  the  presence  of  the  Commander-inH^hief,  and 
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eomplimcnted  for  his  faithfiiliitts  and  efflciflncy.  On  one 
of  his  cheeks  he  bore  a  scar  whiefa  was  caoied  by  a  Bri^ 
ish  ballet 

Mr.  Blodgett,  once  of  Bruofield,  aaw  much  actiye  flei^ 
vjMse.  He  was  captured  by  the  BritiBh*  He  appropriated 
the  red  coat  of  his  guard,  mingled  amoDg  his  captorsi  and 
unconcernedly  stroUed  away  ttom  Uie  camp,  until  beyond 
the  reach  of  observation,  when  he  took  reluge  in  a 
He  was  soon  missed,  and  a  body  of  Hc-^sians  t^tartcd  on  his 
trail.  They  did  not  succecid  in  finding  liiin,  l;ut  by  ysuy 
of  a  parting  salute,  jMHued  a  vulioy  of  balls  info  the 
thicket  where  he  lay  tuucealed.  Alter  they  h.id  b  ft,  he 
resumed  his  flight,  swam  a  river  (it  was  mid- \s  ijiu  r)  and 
succeeded  in  reaching  the  American  lines.  Enoch  Mor- 
gan entered  the  army  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  served 
through  the  war. 

Gen.  William  Katon,  one  <if  ihf  men  of  note  who  have 
lived  in  the  town,  ran  a  V)riliiant,  but  somewhat  t*c(xutric 
career.    He  was  born  at  A\  oodstock,  Ct.,  Feb.  23,  1764, 
was  graduated  at  Dartmouth,  and,  in  1792,  entered  the 
army,  with  the  rank  of  Captain.    That  year  he  married 
Hrs«  Eliza  Danielson  of  Brimfield,  the  widow  of  the  Hon. 
Timothy  Danielson,  and  ever  after  regarded  this  as  his 
place  of  residence,    lie  was  first  ordered  to  the  valley  of 
the  Ohio^  to  join  Wayne,  and  subsequently  transferred  to 
Georgia.   In  1798,  having  resigned  his  commission,  he 
was  appointed  Consul  to  Tunis*   Here,  for  four  years,  he 
was  engaged  in  a  series  of  difficult  and  irksome  negotiar 
tions  with  the  Bey,  to  restrain  him-firom  pouncing  on  our 
unprotected  commerce  in  the  Mediterranean.  ^  Whilehere^ 
he  redeemed  six  prize  Danish  vessels,  and  their  crews  who 
had  been  enslaved  by  the  Tunisians,  for  which  services  the 
King  of  Denmark  presented  him  with  a  gold  box,  orna- 
mented with  the  initials  of  hi^  royal  name,  which  were  en- 
circled with  diamonds.    His  lirmness  in  resisting  the  arro- 
gant demands  of  the  Bey,  gave  offense,  and  he  was  ordered 
immediately  to  quit  his  Court.    In  J  une,  1803,  he  returned 
to  the  United  States.    Meanwhile,  war  had  been  declared 
against  Tripoli,  and  our  commerce  in  that  quarter  was  ex- 
posed to  the  assaults  of  a  i)irati(^al  horde,  and  the  captured 
crews  were  condemned  to  perpetual  slavery.    In  June, 
ld04»  he  embarked  in  the  capacity  of  Naval  Agent,  on 
3* 
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board  the  frigate  John  Adams,  in  company  with  the  Pres- 
ident, the  Congress,  the  Essex  and  the  Constelhitiun,  which 
had  been  commissioned  for  the  Mediten  aiK  un  service,  un- 
der Com.  Bairon  and  Captfi.  Rogers,  J.  Barron,  Campbell 
and^Chauncey.  Late  in  the  fall  of  1805,  he  landed  at  Al- 
exandria, where  he  learned  that  H^unet  Bashaw,  the  right- 
ful sovereign  of  Tripoli,  with  whom  he  wished  to  comma- 
nicate,  and  whom  he  wished  to  restore  to  his  possessions^ 
was  in  U^per  .Egypt.  He  immediately  embarked  in  a 
Nile  boat,  aooompanied  by  O'Bannan,  Mann  and  Eli  Dan* 
ielson.  (The  latter  was  Eaton's  son-in-law»  a  Lieutenant 
in  the  Navy,  a  young  officer  of  high  promise,  who  subse- 
quently fell  in  a  duel  at  New  York.)  He  proceeded  to 
Grand  Cairo^  where  he  employed  Eugene  Leitensdorfer,  a 
man  of  all  "work,  who  had  assumed  at  different  times  the 
character  of  soldier,  sailor,  friar,  dervise,  surveyor  and 
engineer,  besides  o^ers  .of  a  subordinate  nature*  He 
proved  an  intrepid  and  faithfiil  agent.  With  a  single  at- 
tendant, and  two  dromedaries,  he  penetrated  through  the 
desert,  traveling  night  and  day,  and  feeding  the  animals 
on  balls  of  meal  and  eggs.  He  reached  the  Mamaluke 
camp,  communicated  with  the  ex-Bashaw,  and  brought 
him  with  150  retainers  to  the  American  rendezvous. 

On  the  Gth  of  :\larch,  1805,  Eaton,  accompanied  by  the 
ex-Bashaw,  left  Alexruidria,  and  put  his  little  army  in 
motion.  It  was  a  motley  organization,  consisting  of  six 
private  marines,  twenty-five  cannoniers,  thirty-eiglit  Greeks, 
and  a  company  of  Arab  cavalry,  amounting  in  all  to  about 
four  hundred.  The  luggage  and  provisions  \vere  trans- 
ported on  the  backs  of  107  camels.  The  })lan  of  opera- 
tions was  for  Eaton  to  invade  the  dominions  of  the  Bashaw 
in  the  rear,  and  tlius  create  a  diversion,  w  hile  the  squad- 
ron assailed  him  on  the  coast.  With  incredible  hardships, 
he  traversed  the  desert  of  Barca  for  GOO  miies,  with  starv- 
ation staring  liim  in  -the  fiice,  and  it  often  required  ail 
his  energy  to  suppress  mutiny  amnnpr  troops  so  heteroirne- 
eous,  and  so  unaccustomed  to  the  restr^Muts  of  discipline. 
On  tiie  25th  of  March,  he  had  arrived  before  the  walls  of 
Derne,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  soon  beholding  the 
United  States  vessels,  the  Nautilus,  Hornet  and  Aigus,  in 
the  oiling,  with  which  he  exchanged  communications.  On 
the  27th  the  action  was  eommenced  by  a  well  directed  fire 
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At>m  the  shipping  in  front,  while  £aton's  party 
tioned  in  a  ravine  in  the  South  pari  of  the  town.  The 
battle  lasted  about  two  boors,  and  was  brought  to  a  close 
hj  a  TigonMis  eharge  on  the  part  of  the  Amerioant, 
who  were  outnumbered  ten  to  one.  They  took  poe* 
WBOxm  of  the  battery,  planted  the  Amflri^  ilag  on  the 
rampartty  and  tnrned  the  guns  on  the  enemy,  who  fled  in 
every  direotioii}  kaTing  the  Amerieans  m  complete  po»* 
aessioD  of  the  town.  In  this  charge,  E«toB  received  a 
ball  throng  ihe  left  wrist,  which  incommoded  him  throodb 
life.  . 

action  spread  tenor  through  all  the  Tripolitan 
doDSi  and  ecKceedingly  alarmed  tfl^  Bashawi  who  now 
became  anzioas  to  treat,  on  acoracunodaluig  tenns.  Oon- 
so!  Lear  at  once  oondnded  a  treaty,  ai^  wdm  were  dis- 
patched to  the  American  vessels  to  discontinne  hostile 
operations  and  to  embark  the  land  forces. 

It  was  through  life  a  source  of  deep  mortification  to 
Eaton,  that  the  means  were  not  afforded  him  by  Commo- 
dore iiarruJi  of  marching  to  Tripoli,  driving  out  the  usurp- 
er, and  reinstating  Ilamet  Bashaw.  The  conduct  oi  our 
Government  to^va^(ls  the  latter  personage,  in  using  him  aj^ 
ail  instrument  to  extort  a  peace,  and  then  abandoning  him 
to  his  fate,  was  always  reprobated  bj  Katon  in  the  severest 
terms  :  and  when  in  after  years  he  learneil  that  he  liad 
been  appoinU  <I  ( rovernorof  Derne,  lie  exclaimed  "I  thank 
God!  T  am  now  willing  to  die."  The  conduct  of  Lear 
he  charaeterized  as  being  marked  by  duplicity,  ii\juatice 
and  treachery. 

In  November,  1805,  Gen.  Eaton  returned  to  tlie  United 
States.  He  was  feted  with  public  diimei  s,  aud  the  press 
contained  complimentary  notices  of  his  prowess  and  enter- 
prise, and  Massachusetts  presented  him  10,000  acres  of 
land  in  the  district  of  Maine. 

In  1807,  the  public  mind  was  occupied  with  rumors  of 
the  Burr  conspiracy.  Swartwout  and  Bollman  had  been 
arrested,  but  therd  was  no  specific  charge  to  enable  the 
Court  to  act.  Under  these  circumstances,  Eaton  was  call- 
ed  upon  for  his  deposition.  From  this  it  appeared  that 
Colonel  Burr,  at  different  times,  approached  him  and  grad- 
ually developed  his  scheme  of  estahlishing  a  monarchy 
West  of  the  AUeghanies.   Eaton  was  offered  the  second 
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post  in  coimnand.  After  Burr  had  fully  committed  bim- 
self,  £aton  waited  on  the  Presideot,  Mr«  Jefifenon,  and 
made  a  full  disclosure  of  his  schemes.  The  trial  of 
Bunv  in  which  Eaton  was  a  oonflpicaous  witaessy  need  not 
here  be  recapitulated* 

His  disappointment  in  not  receiying  a  high  militarj 
command,  hu  peeoniary  embanassmentSy  and  his  intem- 
perate habits,  embittered  the  last  yean  of  his  life,  and 
lowered  the  natural  dignity  of  his  character.  He  died  of 
dropsy,  at  Brimfield,  June  1, 18II9  aged  47. 

Cliarles  F^tiss,  a  man  of  very  considerable  literary 
'pretensionsy  lived  here.  He  was  the  biographer  of  Gene^ 
ral  Eaton  and  Robert  Treat  Paine,  and  the  anther  of  a  Hia^ 
tory  of  tiie  United  States ;  besides  being  a  contributor  to 
many  literary  magazines.  He  committed  suidde  Octotter 
19,  1820. 

Erastus  Fairbanks,  Ex-Goremor  of  Vermont,  is  a  na- 
tive of  this  place  ;  also  Josiali  Stebbins  and  Samuel  llkcli- 
cock,  both  of  whom  attained  to  the  beucli,  the  one  in  Ver- 
mont, the  other  lu  iMaine. 

Among  those  whose  iniluciice  has  been  prominent  in  the 
affairs  of  the  town  and  county,  since  the  revolutionary 
period,  may  be  mentioned  Colonel  Alfred  Lyon,  Stephen 
Pynchon,  Festus  Foster,  Asa  Lincoln,  John  Wyles  and 
Sam  I  lel  A.  Hitchcock.    The  last  two  are  yet  living  hvrr. 

There  lias  been  but  one  Religious  Society  in  this  town 
since  its  organization,  and  that  is  known  as  the  Congrega- 
tional Church.  By  the  terms  of  the  grant  it  was  re- 
quired that  the  Prudential  Committee  proceed  to  settle 
an  able  orthodox  minister  ot  the  Gospel  as  soon  as  might 
be."  As  early  as  1721,  the  inhabitants  took  the  prelimin- 
ary steps  towards  the  erection  of  a  meeting-house,  40 
feet  by  45,  on  the  spot  where  the  present  one  stands,  which 
was  raised  and  covered  the  following  year;  but  this  re- 
mained incomplete  for  more  than  15  jem^  and  was  a  very 
indifferent  house  at  best  *  In  180 G,  a  new  house  was** 
erected  on  the  site  of  the  old  one,  which  was  remodeled 

♦Rev.  Clark  Brown,  in  1798,  in  his  letter  of  acceptance, 
makes  it  a  condition  that  the  town  should  erect  a  new  houscl 
He  describes  the  old  one  as  inconvenient  to  those  who  ailend, 
and  excluding  many  who  would  attend  when  the  weather 
was  suitable. 
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m  1888,  and  irw  bnnied  totfae  groaad  Ftbrmrj  91,1847. 
The  preseat  house  was  dedicated  Jannanr  19, 1848. 
The  first  minister  was  Bey.  Richard  Treat,  whose  ordk 

nation,  accord in^^  to  Dr.  VaUl,  took  place  about  1725.  It 
would  seem  tlwit  Liie  relations  between  the  peoi)le  and  their 
paatui-  were  not  altogether  hariiiuniuiis.  tor,  in  Juii(\  17.*{3, 
we  find  that  the  town  directed  a  ( Vunniiitce  ** tn  and 
discourse  with  Mr.  Treat  concerning  in-  un(;a.siiK;^s."  Mr. 
Treat's  dismission  took  jilace  the  folli.wnig  year.  Ih-v. 
James  Bridghara  succeeded  him.  lie  ordained  June 
9,  17 oC),  and  continued  in  the  minis!  l  y  Ibrtj  v^'rir-i.  A 
curious  iact,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  hh  salary  was  to 
be  raised,  may  be  here  recorded.  March  23, 1730,  a  Com- 
mittee  was  appointed  to  meet  with  Mr.  Bridgfaaaii  touch- 
ing the  rise  and  &11  of  money,  grain,  Ace,  who  reported 
the  fi)lk>wing  prices:  Indian  com  5s«  per  bushel,  wheat 
lOs^  rye  7s.  6d.,  peas  8s.,  oats  Ss^  nialt  6b.,  flax  1^.  Id. 
per  pmmd  from  the  swingle,  ]>ork  Od«  per  poimd,  beef*  4d., 
hotter  12d.,  day  labor  one  half  of  the  year  at  5i.  and  the 
remainder  ds*  One-third  of  the  saiaiy  after  the  rate  of 
aUyer  at  278.  per  oa.  ^Accepted  that  the  above  partieiH 
hurs  be  at  ye  nMurket  priee  in  Brimfield.^  Ifr*  Bridghaa 
£ed  here  Sept.  17, 1776,  at  the  age  of  69.  He  was  so 
infirm  in  the  latter  years  of  his  life,  aa  to  be  naable  to  dis- 
charge his  pastoral  duties.  He  was  succeeded  by  Ber* 
Nehemiah  Williams,  who  was  ordained  Feb.  9, 1775.  Mr. 
Williams  continued  in  the  ministry  here  for  nearly  22 
years.  He  died  in  tlie  uiid.st  of  his  usefulness,  ]S*ov.  26, 
1796,  and  wa^  luilow  rd  to  Lis  grave  with  the  regrets  ol"  his 
people.  Rev.  Clark  Brown  was  choM-n  liis  successor,  who 
was  ordained  June  20,  1798,  and  di-misM  il  Nov.  2,  1803. 
His  relations  with  ihv  ])r(>\)h'  w(  re  not  ui  the  most  pleas- 
ant character,  liev.  Warren  Vay  was  the  next  pastor. 
He  was  ordained  Nov.  2,  1808,  and  was  dismisj^ed  at  his 
own  request,  June  26,  1811.  Kev.  Joseph  Yaill,  D.  D., 
was  Mr.  Fay's  saeeeesor.  He  was  ordained  Feh.  2,  1814. 
^  Ailer  having  remained  connected  with  the  church  for 
twenty-one  years,  he  applied  for  dismission  which  waa 
granted  Sept  13, 1834.  His  successor  was  Rev.  Joseph 
Fuller,  who  was  installed  March  11,  1835,  and  was  subse- 
quently dismissed  at  his  own  r^uest,  in  1837.  The  par- 
iah in  the  fall  of  that  year  invited  Bev.  Dr.  Yaill,  who  had 
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taken  charge  of  a  society  in  Pordandy  to  Tesiime  his  fcft* 

mcr  relations  with  the  people,  with  which  request  he  com- 
plied, and  was  settled  Nov.  1,  1837.  On  the  19th  of 
October,  1841,  Dr.  Vaill,  on  liis  own  application,  was  dis- 
missed. Rev.  Gcovgii  C.  Tartridge  was  called  by  the 
society,  Dec.  21,  1^41,  to  fill  the  vacancy,  and  accept- 
ed. Feb.  24,  1847,  this  relation  was  dissolved,  at  the 
request  of  INIr.  Partridge.  On  the  12th  Dec,  1849, 
Rev.  Jasnri  ]\lorse  was  settled  as  the  pastor  of  the  church, 
and  at  this  lime  occupies  that  relation. 

The  people  of  Brimfield  are  very  largely  devoted  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  mamif^icfuring  is  carried  on  only 
to  a  limited  extent.  Messrs.  Hart  well  &  Whitney  manu- 
facture brown  sheetmir^^,  rising  80,000  pounds  of  cotton 
annually,  valued  Ni>,OUO,  and  employing  25  hands.  Thr^ 
amount  of  production  is  250,000  yards  per  annum,  and  the 
value,  5^18,000.  The  mill  has  been  in  existence  sinrre 
1819,  but  it  has  been  in  tlie  hands  of  the  present  firm  only 
al)out  one  year.  James  J.  Warren  manufactures  leather, 
mmg  up  aniroally  $60,000  worth  of  stock.  The  works 
have  been  in  operation  for  ten  years,  and  employ  hands 
ranging  from  6  to  40,  depending  on  the  time  of  year  and 
state  of  basiness. 

The  population  of  the  town  in  1850,  was  1,444,  an 
increase  of  ten  in  ten  years. 

Of  the  ten  townships  sold  at  auction  by  order  of  the 
General  Court  on  the  2d  of  June,  1762,  the  present  town 
of  Chester  formed  Na  9.  The  pnrchaser  was  William 
Williams,  and  the  price  paid,  £1^500.  The  first  settlement 
occurred  about  this  time.  The  settlers  were  mostly  Irish, 
of  whom  the  Gordons,  Henrys,  Hollands,  Moores,  Hamil- 
tons,  Elders,  Quigleys,  and  Bells  were  prominent  Among 
those  of  American  birth  who  settled  in  Chester  at  an  early 
period  were  two  brothers — Stephen  and  Timothy  Lyman 
of  Northampton.  An  Englishman  of  tli(  n.ime  of  Toogood 
was  also  a  settler  of  note.  The  deseendaiits  of  the  most 
of  these  families  are  still  found  within  the  bounds  of  the 
town.  On  the  31st  of  October,  17(5'),  the  town  was  incor- 
porated with  the  name  of  iVInrraylield.  A  Congregational 
Church  was  organized  on  the  20th  of  December,  1769, 
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and  OD  the  amne  da j,  Ber*  Aaron  Baaoom  was  ofdained  aa 

its  pastor.  Mr.  Baacom  was  a  natiye  of  Wanreiii  aod  a 
gradaate  of  Harvard  UnlTersity  in  17^.  He  died  in 
1814,  at  the  age  of  68  jrearsi  and  in  the  46th  year  of  hit 
ministry. 

The  first  Church  in  Chester  was  the  victim  of  great  and 
severe  personal  diviaionsy  which  extended  to  the  rormatioii 

•of  opposing  parties  where  there  should  ever  be  nniljr* 
Some  years  subsequent  to  the  conclosion  of  the  Bevolu-* 
tionary  war,  this  state  of  things  arose  from  a  personal  dif* 
ference  existmg  between  the  pastor  and  Dr.  Martin  Phelps, 
one  of  the  prominent  members  of  bis  churcli.  The  matter 
was  finally  carried  into  politics,  the  Doctor  leading  the 
Democratic  host,  and  Llr.  Bascom  being  the  most  distin- 
guished represeutalive  oL'  (he  Federal  side.  Tiirse  two  iiicii 
were  ihn  leaders  of  the  town.  Dr.  Phelps  >vas  a  aiinate  of 
Yale  College  in  177(5,  of  respectable  talents,  and  of  uin  n  iitg 
zeal  in  whatever  he  undertouk.  After  the  forniauun  of 
the  new  puliiieal  organizations,  he  represented  Chester  lor 
several  years  in  the  Leprislature.  Professionally  he  stood 
high,  in  the  communiLy  and  among  medical  men.  lie  lived 
in  Chester  until  18o8,  when  ho  died  at  the  acre  of  82  years. 
He  left  a  large  family  of  children,  of  whom  were  the  late 
Sherift*  Samuel  Phelps  of  Ware,  and  JSLvs.  INLirtha  Mann, 
now  of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  whose  writings  and  literary  attain- 
ments have  won  for  her  distinguished  consideration.  Of 
the  family  of  Mr.  Bascom,  tliree  sons,  Samuel  Ashley, 
John  and  Reynolds,  graduated  at  Williams  College.  Sam- 
uel Ashley  was  a  teacher  for  some  years  at  the  South,  then 
was  in  the  book  business  in  New  York,  afterwards  went  to 
Ohio^  and  died  there  in  1830,  at  the  age  of  50.  John  be- 
came a  minister,  settled  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
died  in  1828,  at  tlie  age  of  43.  His  son  John  was  ap- 
pointed tutor  in  Williams  College  in  1852.  Maiy,  his 
daughter,  was  recently  principal  of  the  GirFs  High  School, 
Northampton.    Eeynolds  was  a  minister,  nnd  died  at  the 

^South  in  1828,  at  the  age  of  34.  Asahel  Wright,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Hampden  bar,  and  the  onlj  lawyer  ever  perma- 
nently located  in  Chester  Center,  married  one  of  Mr.  Bas- 
com's  daughters.  Mr.  Wright  died  in  1830,  and  his  son 
Henry,  a  graduate  of  Tale,  served  as  a  professor  in  Knox- 
ville  College,  Tenn.,  for  seyeral  yeank 
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Oat  of  llie  fend  esdsting  between  lir.  BMoom  and  Dr, 
Phelps  is  Baid  to  have  grown  the  Baptist  Church  enterpxiae^ 
recorded  in  the  American  Baptist  Register  to  have  been 
organized  in  1812.  Dr.  Fhe^  withdrew  from  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  either  voluntarily  or  by  compulsioOi 
and  with  others  joined  in  the  formation  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  of  ^vhich  elder  John  Grant  became  the  first  min- 
ister. Kldcv  Abbott  was  his  successor,  and  held  the  pas- 
toral oillce  Ibr  several  years.  The  next  regular  j)astor  was 
Rev.  Silas  Kingsley,  a  native  of  Becket,  whose  :nini^t ra- 
tions continued  for  some  twenty-five  yeai's.  la  1852,  the 
church  numbered  iSo  nienilx  rs. 

Murrayfield  was  changed  by  legislative  act  to  Chester, 
on  the  21st  of  February,  178ti,  and  comparatively  recent 
caus(  s  liave  operated  to  establish  villages  in  dilFerent  parts 
of  the  town,  and  contributed  much  to  give  the  town  enter- 
prise, ]  )Opulation  and  importance.  The  location  of  Chester 
Villa <z<\  as  it  is  called,  a  point  favored  by  a  conjunction  of 
Railroad  privileges  with  extensive  water  power,  presents 
some  anomalies  worth  a  hripf  description.  It  would  seem 
as  it'  some  point  of  attraction  there  had  gathered  the  cor- 
ners of  everything  around.  The  Western  Railroad  makes 
a  corner  with  Westfield  River  there,  and  four  towns,  viz  : 
Chester,  Montgomery,  Blandford  and  Norwich  originally 
had  their  corners  there,  and  the  village  and  its  surrounding 
property  has  been  within  four  different  town  jurisdictions. 
Many  amasuig  stories  are  told  of  the  parplexities  that  have 
attended  the  course  of  justice  in  consequence  of  this  mix- 
ing up  of  town  lines,  and  oounty  jurisdietions.  One  house 
stands  partly  in  Hampshire  and  partly  in  Hampden 
County,  a  location  that  happily  solved  one  matrimonial 
difficalty,  and  allowed  one  pair  to  many,  who  otherwise 
would  have  been  obliged  to  put  off  the  event  for  a  day. 

Chester  Village  was  formerly  known  as  ^  Falley's  X 
Boads,"  (more  comers  it  will  be  seen,)  and  that  was  the 
former  name  of  the  post  office.  The  South  East  corner 
of  Chester,  the  North  East  comer  of  Blandford  and  the 
South  West  comer  of  Norwich  here  meet  In  1843  or 
1848,  an  effort  was  made  to  form  a  town,  with  Chester 
Village  for  its  center,  hy  taking  portions  from  five  towns, 
viz: — Blandford,  Chester,  Norwich,  Montj^omery  and  Rus- 
sell.   Two  or  three  meetings  were  called  for  this  purpose, 
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but  so  much  opposition  was  raised  by  people  vviihin  the 
limits  that  the  plan  was  abatifloned.  In  \>^  \*.K  the  project 
was  started  again.  A  petiiiun  wa?  pi^ed  hv  a  majoritr 
of  the  voters  living  within  the  liaiiLs  uf  the  {impM-i  .1  n,  Cv 
town,  praying  lor  the  change ;  money  was  raised  ami  a 
survey  made.  The  petition  and  the  surve  y  were  for- 
warded to  the  Legislature  of  1850,  i)ut  the  mattrr  w  is 
passed  over  to  the  succeeding  General  Court.  In  lH,jl, 
the  battle  was  tbught.  The  fricnfls  and  enemies  of  the 
project  werp  hrard  before  the  Committee,  the  Committee 
reported  favorably  to  the  petitionei*s,  but  the  matter  was 
voted  down  in  the  Legislature  by  a  decided  majority. 
Bat  the  caases  of  discontent  remained.  For  the  sitke  of 
conyenience,  a  united  school  district  from  three  towns  had 
been  formed.  The  people  of  the  comers  of  Blandford, 
Chester  and  Norwich  had  built  a  school  house  within  the 
limits  of  Blandford,  about  three  rods  from  Chester  line, 
and  fen  rods  from  the  line  of  Norwich.  In  1852,  the 
project  was  started  of  annexing  the  territory  embraced  in 
this  school  district  with  other  territory  necessaiy  to  make 
a  proper  line,  to  the  town  of  Norwich.  The  friends  of 
this  measure  pleaded  in  its  behalf  the  dtfficnlty  of  manag- 
ing the  school,  thns  supported  by  different  towns,  the 
practical  nullification  of  all  police  regulations  by  the 
proximity  of  separate  jurisdictions,  &c.  A  Blandford 
constable  attempting  to  serve  a  process  would  suddenly 
find  his  customer  in  Chester,  or  if  the  delinquent  desired 
to  get  out  of  the  county,  he  had  only  to  go  six  or  eight 
,  rods  iiirtUer,  and  get  Ixdiind  the  town  line  of  Norwich. 
This  matter  Wius  brought  before  the  Legislature,  and  that 
body,  in  1853,  granted  the  pra}  er  of  the  petitioners. — 
But  discontent  was  left  in  the  di.-trict.  wliicli  has  been 
removed  bv  the  chanGre  of  th(^  nanic  ot"  Xorwieh  to  Hun- 
•  tington.  These  nianilbld  causes  of  disturbances  have 
not  interfered  materially  with  the  pro^pei  iiy  of  the  village, 
which,  durin;j:  the  past  ten  year-,  1:  -  trebled  in  the  num- 
ber of  its  buildings  and  population.  Within  eight  years, 
the  people  of  the  village  have  taxed  themselves  SlO,OO0, 
or  more,  for  tlie  er(H'tion  of  public  building?,  and  for  relig- 
ious and  cliaritable  purpose?.  T^eal  estate  and  rents  are 
held  high  for  a  country  village^  and  a  good  degree  of  thrift 
is  enjoyed. 
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To  resume  the  thread  of  eodealastieal  histoiy  ent  off  by 
the  death  of  Mr*  Bascom;  Bev.  Samnel  M.  Emerson,  son 
of  Bov.  John  Emerson  of  Conway,  and  a  graduate  of 
Williams  College  in  1810,  was  ordained  as  Mr.  Bascom's 
successor  Feb.  1,  1815.    Mr.  Emerson  did  not  enjoy  iirm 
health,  and  was  dismissed  Dec.  10,  1817.    He  died  at 
Heath,  July  20,  1841,  at  the  age  of  55  years.    Rev.  Ru- 
fus  Pomeroy,  his  successor  at  Chester,  was  a  native  of 
Southampton,  and  a  gi  iiduate  of  Williams  Collejre  in  1808. 
He  was  installed  Nov.  20,  1811),  and  dismissed  June  27, 
1827.    lie  now  resides  in  Otis.    Rev.  Saul  Clark  of 
Soutliampton,  a  graduate  of  Williams  College  in  1805, 
was  installed  as  Mr.  Pomeroy's  successor  Nov.  11,  1829. 
He  was  dismissed  in  1833,  and  died  at  East  Haven  in 
1849,  aged  69  years.    Rev.  Alanson  Alvord  was  ordained 
at  Chester  Nov.  18,  1834,  and  dismissed  Feb.  7,  1838. 
He  is  now  preaching  in  Vermont.    Rev.  S.  W.  Edson 
preached  as  stated  supply  about  three  years  ailer  the 
departure  of  Mr.  Alvord.    Rev.  Francis  Warriner,  a 
native  of  Springfield,  and  a  graduate  of  Amherst  College 
in  1830,  was  ordained  in  Oct.  1841,  and  dismissed  June 
22,  1847.    Rev.  David  Breed  of  New  Haven  became  his 
successor,  February  17,  1853,  and  still  remains  in  office. 
The  church  now  has  70  members. 
^  At  the  village  known  as  Chester  Factories,  a  Congrega- 
tional Church  was  organized  on  the  Idth  of  November, 
1844,  and  numbers  at  the  present  time  about  80  members. 
The  church  has  never  had  a  settled  pastor.   Rev.  Hubbard 
Beebe  preached  there  every  alternate  SabbaJth  for  one 
year.    Rev.  P.  K.  Clark  preached  half  of  the  time  from 
1846  to  1848.   Aflterwards,  Bev.  Dillon  Williams  preached 
all  the  time  for  one  year,  and  Rev.  John  C.  Strong  has 
since  preached  there  as  stated  supply. 

In  1800  and  1801,  Methodist  dasses  were  formed  in 
Chester  numbermg  nearly  100  members,  under  the  labors 
of  Ebenezer  Washburn  and  Billy  Hibbard,  who  preached 
at  the  house  of  Capt  Alexander,  about  two  miles  South 
of  Chester  Factories.  The  region  was  then  embraced  in 
"Old  Granville  Circuit,"  and  in  1802,  other  preachers 
were  on  the  circuit,  but  after  this,  the  classes  gradually 
declined,  and  there  was  no  preaching  for  several  years*- 
From  1819  to  1842,  Rev.  Messrs.  Andrew  McCune,  Sam- 
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Qel  Eighing,  John  NixoD^  Jefiersoo  HaBkell,  ErastiiB  OtlSi 
Leslie,  Estin,  Mayo,  Ward^  Shepard,  Nichols,  Hawk% 

Moulton,  Lewis,  Cushman,  Kiles,  and  Shedd  were  on  the 
circuit.  At  the  latter  date  the  people  of  Chester  Facto- 
ries were  generally  l>a]»ti>ts.  In  1843,  liev.  A.  A.  i  arr, 
became  the  pastor  at  that  villaL'*-,  and  the  church  was 
transferred  to  the  Troy  Cont'crcnfc.  The  same  vear  a 
union  church  udilice  was  iiuiii,  aii<l  while  the  ^Icihoiiist 
Society  were  in  oceuputiou,  lie  v.  ^Messrs.  Kinsman  Atkin- 
son, S.  Mattison,  and  A.  C.  Hand  were  the  pr<»?K'lieni>. 
The  accommodations  becominir  too  small,  the  M<  tliodista 
built  a  church  by  themselves,  which  viSkA  finished  and  ded- 
icated in  1847,  the  church,  in  the  meantime,  having  gone 
back  into  the  New  England  Conference.  About  the  time 
of  the  building  of  the  house,  the  Wesleyans  and  Baptist* 
ceased  to  have  preaching*  The  succession  of  pastors  fol- 
lowing Mr.  Hand,  were  liev.  Messrs.  J.  U.  Bifielnw,  A.  8. 
Flagg  in  1846,  L  Marey  in  1847  and  1848,  Jarvis  Wilson 
in  1849,  Woodbury  in  1850,  G.  K.  Chai»man  in  1861  and 

1852,  and  E.  Stuart  Best  in  1853.  In  Febmarj,  1854, 
the  church  building  was  blown  up  by  powder,  to  revenge 
for  certain  temperance  movements  in  which  the  fllemb^rs 
were  engaged.  Bey.  Daniel  Wait  was  stationed  there  in 
May,  1854.  The  meeting  house  was  repaired  and  re- 
opened for  public  worship  on  the  Cth  of  August,  1854. 
The  membership  of  the  church  is  about  'iO. 

In  Chester  Village  a  Congrecrational  C  hurch  was  organ- 
ized on  the  26th  of  August,  184G,  and  it  lia<  now  about 
GO  members.  Re\'.  V.  K.  Clark's  allernat<-  lahors  were 
here  for  two  years,  when  he  b«x'ame  the  stated  minister  of 
the  church,  and  continued  such  \nitil  18'>2.    In  Dect mhcr, 

1853,  Rev.  Townsend  Walker,  of  Monterey,  a  graduate  of 
Williams  College,  in  1539,  was  installed  as  the  pastor,  and 
is  still  in  ofiice. 

A  Methodist  Church  edifice  was  erected  at  Chester  Vil- 
lage, in  1836,  and  was  dedicated  in  December  of  that  }  ear. 
The  church  organization  had  existed  for  many  years,  pro- 
bably since  about  1812.  From  the  commencement  up  to 
the  time  of  the  building  of  the  meeting  house,  circuit 
•  preaching — ^at  first  once  in  four  weeks,  and  later  once  in 
two  weeks — ^was  all  that  the  church  enjoyed.  After  build- 
ing the  church,  Bev.  Gyrus  Culver,  an  old  man  from  thft 
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New  York  Conference,  preached  for  two  or  three  years. 
His  successors  have  been  Rev.  Messrs.  Moulton,  Lewis, 
Bobbins^  McLouth,  Father  Taylor,  and  William  Taylor  (a 
young  man,)  the  latter  supplying  the  pulpit  for  a  period  of 
two  years,  Wm.  A.  Braman,  Clark  and  Marcy.  The  So- 
ciety is  not  prosperous  at  the  present  time. 

Chester  has  been  somewhat  noted  for  its  hard  political 
fightSy  and  the  degree  of  personal  and  partizan  feeling 
which  has  eharacterized  them*  In  1824^  these  were  car- 
ried to  such  an  extent  that  two  returns  were  made  to  the 
Le^slature,  by  two  different  sets  of  Selectmen,  by  one  of 
which  it  appeared  that  Silvester  Emmons  was  elected 
Bepresentative,  and  by  the  other,  that  Asa  Wilcox  was 
thus  elected.  The  election  of  each  was  contested  by  the 
friends  of  the  other.  The  Beport  of  the  Committee  was 
to  the  eifect  that  a  legal  town  meeting,  held  on  the  1st  of 
March,  was  ill t gaily  adjourned,  a  fact  which  yitiated  all 
subsequent  proceedings,  by  that  organization*  A  part  of 
these  proceedings  were  the  election  of  Forbes  Kyle,  Sam- 
uel B.  Stebbins  and  John  Hamilton  as  Selectmen,  and 
Horace  Smith  as  Constable  of  Chester.  This  board  of 
Selectmen  certified  to  the  election  of  Silvester  Enunons  as 
representative  at  a  town  uieeting  held  in  accordance  with 
a  warrant  issued  by  them  to  Constable  Horace  Smith,  but 
Horace  Smith  not  being  legally  constable,  and  the  select- 
men not  being  legally  chosen,  "  Silvester  Emmons  is  not 
entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  house."  Asa  "Wilcox  was  declared 
entitled  to  his  seat.  His  credentials  were  based  on  the 
facts  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Chester,  warned 
by  Martin  Phelps,  Jr.,  constable,  pursuant  to  a  warrant 
issued  by  Isaac  "Wliipplc,  James  Nooney,  Jr.,  and  Charles 
Collins,  as  selectmen,  at  the  request  of  Asa  Wilcox  and 
eleven  others,  that  board  of  selectmen  was  re-elected ;  and 
the  re-elected  selectmen  testified  to  the  election  of  Asa 
Wilcox  as  representative.  The  Eeport  of  the  Committee 
was  made  at  the  May  session  of  the  Legislature,  and 
referred  to  the  January  session,  but  it  seems  not  to  have 
been  acted  upon.  In  1852,  Samuel  Henry  was  returned 
a  member  from  Chester.  His  election  was  controverted 
on  the  ground  that  the  selectmen,  whose  duty  it  was  to 
assort  and  count  the  votes,  called  others^  not  sworn,  to  their 
aid,  and  that  all  the  votes  given  Jn  were  not  taken  from 
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the  envelops.  It  was  admittrd  that  ^Ir.  Henry  liaJ  a 
majority  of  the  votes  eastjUinl  the  Committee  did  not  deem 
the  irregularity  sulFicient  to  deprive  liim  of  liis  seat. 

Some  of  the  men  of  note,  burn  aiul  living  in  Chester, 
have  already  been  noticed.  ,  Among  others  is  Prof.  James 
Nooney,  late  of  Hudson  College,  Ohio,  and  more  recently, 
under  James  Iv.  Poliv,  one  of  the  civil  engineers  on  the 
Mexican  Boundary  Survey.  Prof.  Kooney  is  a  native  of 
Chester,  and  graduated  at  Yale  in  1838.  Rev.  I\.  ulxju 
Tinker  and  wife,  for  ten  years  missionaries  to  iltr  Sand- 
wich Islands,  were  natives  of  Chester.  Rev.  Timothy 
L^^^^an,  a  j^randi^on  of  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  that  nimie, 
«nd  a  graduate  of  Amherst  College,  in  1844,  is  now  a  mis- 
sionary in  Iowa.  Joseph  Lyman,  a  younger  brother  of 
Timothy,  graduated  at  Yale  in  ISdO,  and  is  now  in  the  pro- 
fession of  law  in  Wisconsin.  Hon.  James  Bell,  now  of 
Monson,  Me.,  is  a  native  of  Chester.  lie  graduated  at 
Amherst  in  1^32,  and  is  now  in  the  profession  of  law. 
He  has  younger  brothers  in  the  profession  of  medi- 
dne — graduates  of  Berkshire  Medical  College — Tiz  i — A> 
temaSy  now  of  Southampton,  William  C  now  of  Middle 
town,  Ct,  and  Cyrus,  now  of  Feeding  Hills,  West  Spring- 
field. These,  with  Br.  William  O.  BeU,  now  of  North 
Becket,  are  the  descendents  of  the  first  settlers  of  the 
town,  df  that  name.  Dr.  Wm.  B.  Elder  was  a  gradnate  of 
Berkshire  Medical  College,  and  Dr.  Joseph  C.  Abbott,  of 
the  Castleton  Medical  School,  both  natives  of  Chester. 

Dr.  Anson  Boies,  a  native  of  Blandford,  married  two 
daughters  of  Bev.  Aaron  Bascom  in  succession,  and  was 
the  physician  of  Chester  for  a  number  of  years.  He  died 
in  1820.  Prof.  Emmons,  now  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  was  the 
successor  of  Dr.  Boies,  and  after  a  residence  of  some  years, 
removed  to  Williamsto\Mi.  Dr.  T.  K.  DeWolf  established 
himself  in  Chester  in  1832,  and  has  practised  his  profes- 
sion there  a  longer  period,  in  an  unbroken  succession  of 
years,  than  any  other  practitioner  since  the  incorporation 
of  the  town. 

The  water  power  of  the  town  is  abundant,  and  is  pretty 
thoroughly  em|>1<)yed.  John  J.  Cook  manufactures  brown 
eheeungs,  using  up  in  his  establishment  80,000  pounds  of 
cotton,  100  eords  of  wood,  2,000  ]>ounds  of  starch,  and  250 
gallons  of  oil,  annually,  of  an  aggregate  value  of  ilO,000. 
4* 
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He  employs  forty  bandsy  prodnciiig  d50|000  yards  of  fidbrie 
of  the  value  of  $27^800,  The  concern  has  been  in  opera- 
tion fifteen  years. — Benjamin  Little  manufactures  660,000 
feet  of  hard  wood  lumber,  and  30,000  feet  of  white-wood 
into  12,000  bedsteads  annually.  Cost  of  stock,  $8,639 ; 
hands  employed,  28 ;  sales  last  year,  $31,187 ;  value  of 
buildings,  machinery,  &c.,  $10,000.  He  has  also  a  tan- 
nery and  sawmill,  in  the  first  of  which  he  makes  20  tons  of 
sole  leather  annually,  and  in  the  latter,  500,000  feet  of  lum- 
ber. These  establisiiinents  are  on  the  middle  braneli  of 
Westfield  river,  about  two  aiul  a  hall  miles  Soutli  ui  Xoilh 
Chester,  on  the  ruad  to  Chester  Village.  Mr.  Little  has 
been  laborious,  enterprising  and  liberal,  and  eiijujs  the 
prosperity  and  esteem  wliicli  those  qualities  command. — 
The  Greenleaf  and  Taylor  iNfanufaeturiug  Company  at 
Chester  Village,  consume  400  tuns  of  rags  per  annum, 
valued  at  $32,000,  in  making  2^30  tuns  printing  paper,  val- 
ued at  ^55,000.  Tlicy  employ  2.")  hands,  and  have  been* 
in  operation  nearly  one  year. — William  F ay,  at  Chester 
Factories,  uses  $1,400  worth  of  lumber  annually,  in  mak- 
ing IjSOO  bedsteads,  valued  at  84,000.  lie  employs  four 
hands,  and  has  been  operating  five  years.  Roland  Lewis 
of  Chester  Village  manufactures  25,000  feet  of  pine  lum- 
ber, valued  at  S600,  into  sash,  blinds  and  doors  annaally, 
the  value  of  which  is  S2,000.  His  mill  has  been  in  opera- 
tion but  a  year,  and  his  operative  force  is  four  men. — ^Cope- 
land  and  Co.  of  Chester  Village  make  planes  and  joiners' 
toolsy  using  annually  $6,000  worth  of  stock,  employing  16 
men^  with  an  annual  product  of  $15,000.  This  concern 
has  been  in  operation  for  twelTO  years* — ^Alfred  Copeland 
of  Chester  Village  manufactures  400,000  feet  of  lumber, 
and  five  tuns  of  iron  ware  and  malleable  iron  into  bed- 
steads,  annuallyi  the  stock  being  valued  at  $7,000,  and  the 
production,  $24,000.  He  employs  fifteen  hands,  turns  out 
9,000  bedsteads,  annually,  ^d  has  operated  eleven  years, 
—a  W.  Hannum  of  Chester  Tillage  (in  the  Imes  of  Hun- 
tington) manufactures  axes  and  other  edge  tools.  He 
uses  annually  eleven  tuns  of  iron,  two  tuns  of  cast  steel, 
and  two  tuns  of  grind-stones,  valued  in  the  aggregate  at 
$2,000.  His  establishment  has  been  in  operation  twenty- 
five  years,  employs  four  hands,  and  produces  450  dozen 
axes,  besides  other  edge  tools,  valued  at  $5,000. — Bartlett 
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and  TTilliains  of  Chestor  YlUage  use  np  $9fi00  iforUi  of 
stock  aanaalljy  and  employ  45  handB»  in  the  numnfii^tare 
of  baskets,  the  whcA»  amount  of  prodnctiofi  being  valued 
at  $22,000.  The  concem  has  been  in  operation  three 
years. 

The  population  of  Chester  proper,  in  18  iO,  was  1,412; 
in  1850,  1,48.^.  The  amount  ot*  taxes  raised  fur  l8o  l  vvaa 
$3,800,  of  which  i800  was  lor  schools.  l"hei*e  are  four- 
teen school  districts  in  the  town,  and  62  uailes  of  roads. 

CmCOPEK 

Chiro])(  (  Is  a  new  town,  formed  from  the  nortli  part  ot^ 
old  Sprui'^^tn  If]  ;  yet  it  is  one  of  llie  most  important  towns 
on  the  Connecticut.  The  first  pettlement  of  its  territory 
occurred  very  early,  on  what  is  known  Jis  Chicopee  street, 
probably  within  four  years  from  the  date  of  the  first  set- 
tlement at  Springfield  in  1 636.  Japhct  and  Henry  Chapin, 
sons  of  Deacon  Samuel  Ghapin,  a  member  of  the  first 
board  of  magif^tracj  in  Springfield,  were  the  first  settlers 
of  Chioopee.  These  Chapins  had  numerous  offspring,  and 
a  long  period  almost  the  entire  population  living  on  the 
present  territory  of  Chicopee,  were  their  descendants^  or 
were  connected  with  them.  It  is  a  noticeable  fact  that  the 
Chapin  families  gare  birth  to  sons  almost  ezdusiTelyi  for 
seyeral  generations,  so  that  the  name  has  been  propagated 
in  almost  an  unparalleled  degree. 

On  the  Chicopee  river,(written  «  Chickuppe,""  Ghickapy,** 
^  Chickabee/'  icc^  at  first,)  the  first  cultivation  commenced 
near  its  mouth,  in  1645.  A  settlement  at  ^  Skipmudc,''  a 
locdity  about  a  mile  East  of  Chicopee  FaUs,  commenced 
about  the  be^nning  of  1660,  mostly  on  the  South  side  of 
the  river.  The  scattered  settlers  flew  to  Springfield  wh^ 
endangered  by  the  Indians,  and  for  nearly  a  century  their 
business  and  church  connections  were  entirely  in  the 
mother  town.  In  1750,  the  first  parish  in  Springfield 
being  about  to  build  a  new  church  eddici ,  the  people  in  the 
North  part  of  the  town,  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  moved 
for  and  secured  incorporation  as  the  fiftii,  or  Chicopee  par- 
ish of  Springfield. 

On  the  7lh  of  May,  178G.  vStephen  TTorton,  Gad  Ilorton, 
Phineas  Stedman,  Ariel  Cooley,  Dudley  Wade,  Josiah 
Hitchcock,  Ebenezer  Morgan,  Israel  Chapin,  Samuel  Steb- 


Digitized  by  Google 


44 


ClIICOPisK. 


bins,  and  Stephen  Hitclicock,  gave  a  lease  in  pcrpetuo  of 
two  acres  of  land  and  the  water  privilege,  on  the  South 
side  of  Chicopee  river  at  Skenungomu  k  Falls  (Chicopee 
Falls)  to  James  Byei*8  and  William  Smith  of  Springlield, 
on  condition  that  they  should  erect  on  tlie  pi  cmises,  within 
two  years,  a  furTiace,  or  iron  works  of  some  kind.  The 
conditinns  were  complied  with,  and  a  blastfurnace,  for  the 
niamil'acture  of  iron  hollow  ware,  was  erected  by  said  Byers 
and  .Smith,  but  was  not  very  extensively  worked  until  the 
property  passed  into  the  hands  of  Benjamin  Belcher,  Abi- 
jah  Witherell  and  William  Withcrell,  in  June,  1801.  In 
1805,  Mr.  Belcher  purchased  the  right  to  the  whole  prop- 
erty, and  continued  the  business  until  1822,  when,  in  Au- 
gust of  that  year,  he  disposed  of  the  water  priTilege  and 
the  land  on  which  the  village  of  Chicopee  Falls  now  stands. 
The  furnace  was  considered  a  work  of  no  small  magnitude 
in  those  days.  The  ore  from  which  the  iron  was  obtained, 
was,  for  a  long  timey  dug  from  the  lands  in  the  inunediate 
vicinityy  or  but  a  few  miles  distant.  The  first  two  settlers 
at  this  place  were  Stephen  Wright  and  Levi  Hitchcock, 
who  had  lived  there  for  some  time  previous  to  the  erection 
of  the  furnace,  and  owned  much  land  in  the  vicinity. 
They  sold  most  of  their  land  to  Mr.  Belcher,  and  removed 
from  the  place.  Mr.  Belcher  was  a  native  of  Easton, 
Massachusetts,  and  removed  with  his  family  to  this  place 
in  1801.  He  established  an  iron  foundry,  and  piosecQted 
the  business  until  his  death,  whidh  took  place  Dec  17^ 
1833,  at  the  age  of  68*  His  widow  still  survives  him  at 
an  advanced  i^.  The  business  was  successfully  continued 
by  his  sons,  until  Nov.  1846.  Castings  for  various  kinds 
of  machinery  are  still  made  at  this  place,  but  to  a  less 
extent  than  ibrmerly.  The  manufacture  of  ploughs  and 
other  agricultural  implements  is  carried  on  extensively 
here  by  Whittemore,  Squier  and  Ck).  The  Massachu- 
setts Arms  Co.  have  also  here  extensive  shops  for  the 
manufacture  of  revolvers  and  other  fire  arms,  sewlnp^ 
machines  and  machinery  of  various  kinds.  The  business 
of  this  company  is  increasing  from  year  to  year,  under  the 
siiperiiiti  licence  of  Timothy  W.  Carter,  and  thev  now  crive 
employment  to  about  75  hands.  The  company  obtained 
an  act  of  incorporation  in  1850,  and  have  a  capital  of 
«70,000. 
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Oliver  Cliapin  was  the  tirst  settler  oo  the  North  side  of 
Chicopee  river  at  this  point.  lie  came  with  his  family  in 
April,  1801,  and  resided  there  until  his  death,  wiiich 
occurred  in  March  1852.  In  the  jreai-  1^  *0,  ho  sold  the 
privilege  on  that  <ide  of  the  river  to  William  Bowmao, 
Benjamin  Cox  and  Lemuel  Cox,  on  which  they  erected  a 
paper  mill,  where  they  continued  to  manufacture  paper  15 
or  16  years,  when  they  disposed  of  their  intereat  to  Messrs* 
Chaoncey  Brewer  and  Joshua  Frost  of  Springfield,  who 
continued  the  husiness  five  or  six  years  longer,  when  it 
passed  into  the  hands  of  David  Ames*  While  it  remained 
in  the  hands  of  the  previous  owners,  the  paper  was  made 
by  handy  hut  to  a  considerable  extent  considering  the  times, 
and  the  manner  in  which  the  work  was  performed.  Afler 
it  became  the  property  of  Mr.  Ames,  niacliiiicry  whs  ^mjii 
introduced,  which  gi<  atly  facilitated  the  luamiluctuic  JVIr. 
billies  died  in  Sprinjrfield  August  3d,  18 17.  at  the  advanced 
age  of  87  yuur.-.  lli:>  bun.^,  David  an<l  John  ^Vjues,  carin-d 
on  tlie  siinie  business  at  this  phice  till  1853,  the  water 
privilege  having  been  sold  by  David  Aiik*s  senior  to  the 
Ohicopec  Manufacturing  Company,  wlio  are  the  i  -rnt 
owners.  During  18r>3,  the  l^uildings  were  thoroughly 
repaired,  and  a  portion  of  the  mill  rebuilt.  New  and  im- 
proved macliinery  has  b  n  iiitHxluced,  and  the  manufac- 
ture of  printing  })aj)er  coinaienced  by  John  Valentine,  who 
became  tlie  le-;see  of  the  water  privilege. 

The  land  and  w{iter  power  on  tiie  soutli  side  of  Chicopee 
river  at  Chicopee  Falls,  was  purchased  in  1822  by  Jona- 
than Dwight,  Jr.,  of  Springfield,  for  himself  and  his  brother 
Edmund  Dwight,  of  Boston,  who  subsequently  associated 
Other  gentlemen  of  Springfield  and  Boston  with  them.  In 
January,  1823,  they  obtained  an  act  of  incorporation,  under 
the  name  of  the  Boston  and  Springfield  Manufao 
TuRiNG  Company,  with  a  capital  of  $500,000.  Jonathan 
Dwight,  Jr.,  was  their  first  president,  and  Joseph  Ilall,  Jr., 
their  fii^t  agent  In  the  spring  of  1823,  the  work  of  mak- 
ing a  dam  and  canal,  and  laying  the  foundation  of  a  cotton 
mSl  was  commenced*  This  mill  waS  c<Nnpleted  in  1825, 
and  in  the  same  year,  a  second  one  was  commenced*  The 
company  extended  its  purchases  of  land  and  water  power, 
so  as  to  embrace  the  fidls  below,  at  Cabotyille,  and  the 
principal  part  of  the  land  on  which  the  present  village  it 
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now  built  In  1826,  a  third  mill  and  a  Ueacheiy  were 
erected.  In  1828,  the  name  of  the  corporation  was  changed 
to  that  of  the  Ghioopbb  Makufaotubing  Compaot. 
In  ISSly  preparations  were  made,  and  the  work  of  erect- 
ing a  fourth  mill  was  commenced,  and  an  addition  of 
1100,000  to  the  capital  of  the  company  was  granted  by  the 
liegislatare.  In  IS33,  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  the 
company  were  aniliorijied  to  make  a  further  addition  of 
•100,000  to  their  capital  stock,  making  it  $700,000,  at 
which  ii  now  stands.  The  company  have  four  mills,  hav- 
ing enlarged  one  ot"  thi'ni  tinring  1853,  which  contain 
neaiiy  700  looms,  and  mure  tlian  twenty  thousand  spindles. 
Mr.  Hall  resi*rncd  tlie  ancncy  of  these  mills  June  1,  1827. 
Samnel  Henshaw  succeeded  liiui,  and  cuiiliuued  till  Decem- 
ber 1st,  1832.  Lewis -A.-^hiiiun  perlbrnied  the  duties  of 
a<rcnt  for  the  sncccMMliiig  six  months.  Benjamin  Day  was 
appointed  agent  June  1,  1.^33,  and  resigned  the  office 
December  1,  1834.  Timotliy  W.  Carter  succeeded  Jiini, 
and  continued  in  office  nearly  twelve  years,  till  his  resig- 
nation July  ly  1846,  when  Ezekiel  Blake,  was  appoint^ 
his  successor. 

In  1809  or  1810,  a  small  mill  was  erected  near  the 
upper  dam,  above  tlie  grist  mill,  on  the  south  side  of  Ohio* 
opee  river,  at  Cabotville,  by  Williani|  Levi  and  Joseph 
Chapin»  citizens  of  the  town,  (the  former  of  whom  is  now 
living,)  in  which  they  put  two  carding  machines  and  two 
spinning  frames,  of  48  spindles  each.  They  carried  on  a 
limited  business,  buying  cotton  at  about  eleven  or  twelve 
cents  per  pound,  and  manu^ACturing  yarn,  of  which  cloth 
was  made  by  hand^ooms,  among  the  different  fiunilies  of 
the  town.  This  fabric  they  sold  at  33  to  42  cents  per  yard. 
The  introduction  of  imported  goods,  after  the  close  of  the 
war,  reduced  the  ])rice  so  much,  that  they  were  not  able  to 
compete  with  foreign  niuiuitactures,  and  they  finally  aban- 
doned the  business  in  1815  or  1816. 

In  1831,  the  property  of  tlie  Cliicopee  IManuflicturing 
Company,  at  the  **lo\ver  privilege,"  as  it  was  then  called, 
was  set  off,  and  sold  to  a  new  company,  formed  the  same 
year,  composed  mostly  of  the  stockiiolders  -of  the  old  com- 
pany, and  incorporated  under  the  name  of  the  Sfrinc; field 
Canal  Company,  with  a  capital  of  S90,000,  John  Chase 
was  chosen  agent  of  this  company^  and  under  his  auperin- 
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tendencc  the  wafer  power  in  this  place  wns  hroujrfit  into 
use,  and  n  machine  shop  for  the  manutacture  ol  coltoa 
machinery  was  erected  the  same  year. 

In  1^32,  the  Cabot  MANrPACTr  invG  C  oMrAXY  was 
incorporated,  with  a  capital  of  S40U,UU(>,  and  in  the  rear 
following,  the  lirst  mill  went  into  operation.  Robert  E. 
Bemis  was  appointed  agent^  and  commenced  his  Imbors 
April  1,  1834.  The  capital  stock  has  hem  increased  to 
Sr>()0,000.  The  two  mills  ercM  tc d  by  them  contain  nearly 
- 15,000  spindles,  and  more  than  foor  hundred  looms*  About 
300  females  and  100  males  are  employed.  Thej  coosome 
3,000  bales  (rf  cotton,  and  produce  4,000^000  yatds  of  doth 
annuallj. 

In  1886)  the  Pebkins  Mills  were  incorporated,  with  a 
capital  of  9400)000,  which  subsequently  was  increased  to 
9500,000.  Thej  have  two  miUs  which  contain  between 
ibor  and  fire  hmndred  looms,  and  15,000  spindles,  where 

they  manufacture  drillings,  printing  cloths  and  shirtings, 

consuming  annually  1,410,000  pounds  of  cotton,  producing 
4,325,000  yards  of  cloth,  and  employing  about  A30  o]>era- 
tives.  Eilhia  Davis  commenced  his  services  as  a^nt,  in 
the  spring  of  1837,  and  resigned  m  Januai  v.  1842.  Kufus 
Whittier  succeeded  him,  and  continued  in  olJice  until  his 
death,  which  took  place  April  7,  1852.  By  an  act  of  the 
Lep!'islatiire,  passed  during  the  session  of  1852,  the  Cabot 
Manufacturing^  Company  and  the  Perkins  Infills  were  uriited 
in  one  company,  })earin<:^  the  latter  name.  In  consequence 
of  this  arrangement,  R.  E.  Bemis  resigned  his  agency  Au- 
gust 1,  1852.  The  first  agent  of  the  united  company  wa^ 
Cornelius  W.  Bianchard.  He  remained  till  January  Ist, 
1853,  and  was  succeeded  by  Daniel  Hussey,  who  continaed 
only  three  months.  George  D.  Lund,  his  soccesaory  com* 
menced  his  labors  April  1,  1853. 

In  1841,  the  Dwight  Manufacturing  Company  was 
incorporated,  with  a  capital  of  S500,000,  which,  in  1843, 
was  increased  to  $700,000.  'Sylvanns  Adams,  the  present 
agent  of  the  company,  commenced  his  labors  January  1, 
1841.  This  company  haye  three  mills,  one  of  them  being 
200  feet  long,  5t)  feet  wide,  and  six  stories  high,  and  in  its 
form  an  d  in temal  arrangement,  ^  superior  stmcture.  These 
mflls  contain  786  looms,  and  28,576  spindles,  employing 
about  800  hands.   They  manufacture  coarse  and  fine 
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goods,  some  extni  fine  and  wide  shirtings,  and  consume 
2,0UO,(>0()  pounds  of  cotton,  and  produce  5,600,000  yards 
of  cloth  annually. 

In  Jnlv,  182li,  Nathan  P.  Ames  commenced  the  cutlery 
businf  ?s  at  Chiegpee  Falls,  in  the  blacksmith  shop  of  the 
Chicopee  Manufocturinj^  Company,  with  nine  workmen. 
In  1830,  contracts  were  made  willi  the  Government  I'ur 
furnishing  swords  for  the  army  and  navy,  and  the  nuinher 
of  workmen  was  increased,  from  time  to  time,  until,  in 
1833,  they  amounted  to  •2n  or  30  men.  In  18^  i,  the  Ames 
Manufacturing  Company,  havinjr  been  incorporated, 
commenced  operations  in  their  new  shop,  erected  at  Cab- 
otville  the  preceding  year,  with  a  capital  of  $30,000,  and 
employed  about  35  men.  Nathan  F.  Ames  was  appointed 
agent.  In  1811,  they  purchased  the  property  owned  by 
the  Chieopee  Falls  Company,  consisting  of  the  shops,  ma^ 
chinery,  dwelling  houses  and  water  power  occupied  by 
them  at  Chicopee  Falls,  for  the  manufacture  of  saws,  and 
various  kinds  of  tools  and  cutlery,  and  their  capital  was 
increased  to  $75,000,  and  the  number  of  workmen  to  100, 
In  1849,  this  property  at  Chicopee  Falls  was  sold  by  them 
to  the  Massachusetts  Arms  Company,  and  a  new  company 
incorporated  for  the  pur][X)8e  of  manufocturing  fire-arms, 
machineiy,  &c.,  &c«  In  1845,  the  Ames  Manufacturing 
Company  purchased  the  property  of  the  Springfield  Canal 
Company  at  C^botville,  and  increased  their  capital  to 
$200,000. 

In  1840,  Mr.  Ames  went  to  Europe,  in  connection  with^ 
a  Board  of  Officers  of  the  Ordnance  Department  of  the 

United  States.   The  object  of  his  visit  was  to  obtain  more 

extensive  information  in  relation  to  the  manufisMrture  of 
the  diliereiit  branches  of  cutlery  and  tool^,  and  by  visiting 
the  different  armories  in  Europe,  to  acquire  the  means  of 
iaiprovinp^  in  the  manufacture  of  arms  for  our  Govern- 
m(^nt.  He  returned  in  May,  1841.  In  consequence  of 
protracted  ill  health,  he  relin(|uished  the  active  duties  of 
the  agency  in  the  autumn  of  1845.  He  gradually  de- 
clined in  health,  and  died  April  23d,  1847,  at  the  age  of 
forty-four,  much  lameiit(  I  by  the  entire  romnuunty.  In 
184n,  J:imes  T.  Ames,  liis  brother,  was  appointed  agent  of 
the  company,  and  still  continues  in  that  office.  Wlien  the 
company  was  lirst  organized,  the  business  consisted  prin* 
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cipally  m  nMnufacturing  cutlery,  and  funusUag  iwotdsftr 
ib&  GoveniMat»  bol  in  1836,  a  foimdry  was  erooted  for 
caatmg  bronze  cannon  which  haB  been  in  operation  since 
tbafctame*  Tiie  same  fanaee  was  auceesalully  employed 
for  a  short  time  in  eaaCing  ehnrch  bells.  Li  1^45^  an  Inm 
Foundrj  was  bnilt,  in  which  about  fifly  men  were  em- 
ployed. In  1851,  the  company  commenced  the  manafiu>- 
ture  of  plated  ware,  which  they  are  now  suceetsfoUy  ptos- 
ecuting.  This  branch  of  bnslness  furnishes  employment 
for  about  lOQ  hands.  The  business  of  the  company  now 
consists  in  the  manu&cture  of  cotton  machinery,  lieavy 
tools^  iron  and  brass  castings,  and  swords  and  hronze  can- 
non for  the  United  States  Government,  rich  swonls  for 
presentation,  and  swords  for  tlie  market,  to«:ciher  wiili  <^ih 
and  plated  ware  ingrrar  variety.  In  ihc  vlivious  brmiches 
of  their  business  they  employ  about  2o0  men. 

In  the  years  1G75  ami  11)77,  the  General  Court  pa.ssed 
several  laws  for  the  regulation  oi  society,  and  the  pioaio- 
tion  of  good  morals,  by  directing  tvihingnien  to  be  ap- 
pointed in  each  town,  who  should  each  have  the  inspection 
of  ten  or  twelve  families,  and  prosecute  all  transgressions 
of  the  laws  within  their  seveml  districts.    Such  oflficers 
were  chosen  in  the  town  of  Springfield,  their  districts  as- 
signed them,  and  their  duties  enjoined  by  the  County 
Court.    While  it  appears  that  particuku*  ellbrt  was  made 
to  guard  the  morals  of  tiie  people,  it  is  evident  there  was 
mucli  less  attention  o-iven  to  ef>mmon  schools.    The  detect 
in  common  school  education  lor  the  lirst  forty  years  atter 
the  town  was  settled,  is  apparent  in  the  number  of  persons 
who  could  not  write  their  names,  and  the  very  great  num- 
ber of  bad  writers  and  spellers.    From  the  commencement 
of  the  last  century,  provision  has  been  made  for  supporting 
public  schools,  and  the  interest  in  the  cause  of  education 
has  steadily  increased  from  year  to  year  until,  in  1847, 
(the  year  preceding  the  separation  of  Chicopec  from  the 
town  of  Springfield)  the  appropriations  for  this  object 
reached  the  sum  af  $14,582. 

The  inhabitants  of  Oabotville,  comprising  School  Dis- 
trict No*  4y  in  the  town  of  Chicopee,  early  made  liberal 
provision  for  the  encouragement  and  support  of  common 
schoolsy  and  have  manifested  commendable  interest  in  the 
canse^  m  the  erection,  from  time  to  time,  of  neat  and  com- 
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Biodious  school  houses.  In  1834,  they  erected  a  brick 
school  house  on  School  street,  at  the  expense  of  $2,000. 
The  large  brick  edifice  located  on  Grape  street,  in  the 
Kniitem  part  of  the  village,  where  the  higher  branches  of 
education  are  taught,  was  conunenced  in  1841,  and  com- 
pleted in  the  year  1842,  at  a  cost  of  $11,000.  John 
Chase,  a  citizen  of  the  town,  generously  contributed  one 
thousand  dollars  towards  the  completion  of  the  bouse,  the 
erection  of  fences,  and  ornamenting  the  grounds.  Nathan 
P.  Ames  made  a  donation  of  a  large,  fine-toned  bell.  The 
house  was  opened  in  July,  1842.  Charles  P.  Ames,  a 
graduate  of  Dartmouth  College,  was  the  first  preceptor. 
He  was  much  esteemed  as  an  instructor,  and  highly  valued 
as  a  citizen,  and  his  sudden  removal  by  death,  October  10, 
1842,  at  the  age  of  26,  was  sincerely  lamented.  Calvin 
S.  Pennell,  a  graduate  of  Waterville  College,  succeeded 
him  *as  ])rin(  i[);il  of  the  school,  and  continued  until 
Miircli,  1817,  ^vll('n  lit*  removed  to  Charlestown,  to  take 
chariit3  of  the  Gi  aiiini.ir  School  in  that  citv.  He  was  sue- 
ceeded  by  William  W.  Mitchell,  who  commem  cd  his  labors 
]\f^i,(,]j  ihii'.  In  1845,  an  extensive  philosophical, 
chemical,  and  astronomical  apparatus  was  purchased  for 
the  use  of  tlic  hijjh  school,  at  a  cost  of  S800,  wiiich  was 
promptly  met  l)y  i)rivate,  individual  subscriptions. 

In  18  15,  the  inlmbitants  of  Sehool  District  No.  G,  which 
embraces  the  villacre  of  Cliicopee  Falls,  erected  a  very 
handsome  and  connn<idious  briek  school  house,  at  a  cost  of 
§7,01-0.  It  is  one  of  the  best  constructed  edifices  of  the 
kind  in  the  vicinity.  ^Vlneh  skill  and  taste  are  manife>ied 
in  the  internal  arrangements,  the  complete  linisb,  and  the 
thorough  workmansidp  of  the  building  thronghout.  It 
stands  on  a  beautiful  eminence  overlooking  the  village,  and 
is  an  or!KiT!ient  to  the  town,  and  an  evidence  of  the  deep 
interest  ielt  in  the  cause  of  education  by  the  inhabitants 
of  that  district.  The  house  was  opened  January  7,  184G, 
by  a  public  meeting  of  the  citizens,  and  an  address  by 
Hon.  Oliver  B.  Morris  of  Springtield.  Samuel  Alvord 
was  the  first  preceptor,  and  continued  till  December,  1848. 
His  successor  was  William  Torrance,  a  graduate  of  Am- 
herst College,  who  remained  only  one  term,  and  left  in 
March,  Alonzo  Leland,  a  graduate  of  Brown  Uni- 

▼eraity,  succeeded  him,  and  continued  till  October,  1850, 
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when  he  lemoTed  to  Oregon*  Mr.  Alrord,  Uie  first  Priii> 
cipal  of  the  school,  at  the  urgent  request  of  the  district, 
again  assumed  the  charge,  and  remained  till  March,  1853. 
£De  was  succeeded  hj  Charles  Barrett^  who  remained  one 
jeer,  and  left  in  March,  1854.  His  successor  was  Philip 
D.  Hammond,  an  under-graduate  of  Wesleyan  University, 
Middletown,  Ct. 

Ill  1845  and  181G,  new  brick  school  liouscs  were  erected 
in  three  ut"  the  districts  lying  North  of  the  Chicopee  river. 
The  principals  in  the  high  schools  of  the  town  receive  from 
seven  to  eii:ht  hundred  dollars,  and  assistant  female  teach- 
ers from  S2U()  to  S2.'>(>  per  year.  The  luwn  is  divided  into 
eight  school  disincts.  The  number  of  scholars  in  the 
town,  May  1st,  18o3,  between  the  anres  (jf  and  lt5  years, 
was  l,u<s8.  There  are  eleven  school  houses  in  the  town, 
and  twenly-two  schools  maintained  durinir  the  yrar.  in 
whieh  arc  emplov«'(!  .'iu  teachers.  The  amount  inve-ied  in 
school  houses,  school  apparatus,  <fcc.,  is  cbtimated  at 
S35,000.  The  cause  of  education  lias  processed  in  this 
town  from  year  to  year,  till  it  has  become  one  ot"  the  most 
prominent  objects  of  attention  and  regard,  the  annual  ap- 
propriations ibr  it  being  more  than  $8,000,  which  is  a 
larger  sum  than  is  raised  by  the  town  for  all  other  purpo- 
ses. 

The  act  incorporating  the  Congregational  Society  in  • 
Chicopee«street  was  j)assed  June  10,  and  the  Society 
organized  July  30,  1761.  The  church  was  constituted  in 
September,  1752,  and  was  composed  of  about  twenty  mem- 
bers. The  present  number  is  about  8">.  Rev*  John  ^Ic- 
Kinstry  was  the  first  pastor  of  the  church,  having  been 
ordained  as  such  on  the  day  of  its  organization,  lie  was 
released  from  preaching  by  a  mutual  council  in  1789,  ]>ut 
continued  as  the  acting  pastor  of  the  church  until  his 
death,  which  took  place  November  9th,  1813,  he  having 
sustained  the  relation  of  pastor  sixty-one,  and  per- 
formed the  active  duties  of  the  ministry  thirty-seven  years. 
The  churdi  and  soci^y  remained  without  a  pastor  until 
Api-il  28,  1821,  when  the  Rev.  Alexander  Phoenix  was 
ordained  their  pastor.  He  was  dismissed  by  an  Ecclesias- 
tical Council  October  7,  1835,  and  Rev.  Ebenezer  B. 
Wright  was  installed  by  the  same  council.  He  remained 
until  April  21,  1839.    llev.  Eli  B.  Clark,  the  present  pas- 
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tor,  succeeded  liim,haTing  been  ordained  October  16, 1889. 

The  present  house  of  worship  was  erected  in  the  jear 

1825.  ' 

The  First  Baptist  Church  wiis  constituted  at  Chic- 
opee  Falls,  JN'ovember  28,  1828,  consisting  of  seventeen 
members.  The  Society  wiu  organized  April  14,  1832. 
For  nearly  tive  years,  tliis  church  had  no  settled  pastor, 
but  enjoyed  the  labor^^  of  Rev.  N.  Branch,  Kev.  Alvau 
Bennett,  Rev.  Lewis  Bulles,  Jr.,  and  Rev.  Asahel  Chapin. 
Rev.  Moses  Curtis,  the  first  pastor,  was  installed  July  14, 
1888,  and  dismissed  May  If),  1835.  Rev.  Joseph  M. 
Graves  was  recognized  as  pastor  of  the  church  November 
6,  1836,  and  dismissed  January  28,  1888.  Rev.  Robert 
F.  Ellis  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  church  September  19, 
1^88,  and  dismissed  March  15,  1845.  Roy.  Bobert  C. 
]\rills  succeeded  him  in  June,  1845,  and  remained  nntil 
May  7,  1848,  when  he  removed  to  Salem,  Mass.  Rev. 
Rufus  K.  Beilamj,  commenced  his  labors  October  1, 1848. 
The  chorch  now  numbers  150  members.  Their  house  of 
worship  was  erected  in  the  summer  of  1832,  dedicated  in 
November  of  the  same  jear,  removed  to  its  present  locar 
lion  in  1850,  and  there  enlarged  and  thoronghlj  repaired. 

The  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Chorch  and  Society 
is  located  at  Chicopee  Falls,  and  no  definite  infor- 
mation respecting  its  origin  and  early  history  can  be  given, 
no  correct  records  having  been  preserved.  It  is  supposed 
the  church  was  gathered  about  the  year  1822.  Tlieir 
present  house  of  worship  was  dedicated  in  June,  1842,  and 
the  present  number  of  members  is  128. 

The  Second  Congregational  Church,  located  at  Chic- 
opee Falls,  was  organized  July  3d,  1880,  and  consisted 
of  thirty-three  members;  its  present  iiuinber  is  145.  The 
Society  was  organized  October  11,  188^.  This  church,  for 
several  years,  was  aided  by  the  Home  Missionary  Society, 
and  enjoyed  the  labors  of  Rev.  George  Nichols.  Rer. 
Dorus  Clark,  Ibrmerly  of  Blandford,  was  installed  as  tlicir 
first  pastor,  March  4,  1835,  and  was  dismissed  Novei^ber 
4,  1840,  and  Rev.  Ebenezer  P.  Roger?  ordained  and 
installed  tlieir  pastor.  lie  remained  until  April  10,  1848, 
when  he  was  rep^ularly  dismissed,  and  removed  to  North- 
ampton. Rev.  Frederick  A.  Barton  was  installed  pastor  of 
the  church,  September  13, 1843,  and  dismissed  NovembW 
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2,  1846.  RcT.  S.  S.  N.  Greely  labored  with  them  as  sta- 
ted supply  for  four  years.  Rav.  William  Wright,  their 
present  pastor,  was  installed  February  25,  1852. 

The  Third  Congregational  Church  was  constituted 
October  1834,  consisting  of  ten  males  and  ei;rht  I'e- 
males.  The  society  was  orrrnnizpd  March  2d,  18»^5.  Kev. 
Sumner  O.  Clnpp  of  Eniidd,  3Ias>.,  was  instaUcd  pastor 
of  ihij.  church  April  20,  l'So7,  and  lalkond  with  them  with 
crrpat  efficiency  and  success  nf\'n'ly  lliirttn  ii  rear?.  He  was 
dismissed  Jamuiry  22d,  1850,  and  Ixx'amethe  pfistor  of  the 
Sj'cond  C'ongrcgai  innrd  Church  in  St.  Johnsburj',  Vt.  Krv. 
( if  orn-e  A.  Oviatt,  tiic  present  pa.stor  of  the  church,  was 
iiistalh  d  Oct()])er  15, 1850.  The  church  now  number>  ISO 
members.  Their  house  of  worship  was  erected  in  1836- 
7,  and  dedicated  September  9,  1837.  Nathan  P.  Ames,  a 
benevolent  member  of  the  eociety,  paid  from  his  own 
funds,  for  the  erection  and  completion  of  the  house,  more 
than  $d,000»  being  at  that  time  one^alf  olr.  his  whole  es- 
tate. 

The  second  or  Central  Baptist  Church  and  Soci- 
ety.— This  society  was  organiE€»d  December  2df  1^34^ 
and  the  church,  consisting  of  seventeen  members,  was  con- 
slitated  August  5,  1835«  Their  house  of  worship,  which 
is  a  brick  edifice,  was  erected  in  ISSB^-d,  and  dedicated 
February  7,  1889.  Rev.  Pierpont  Brocket  was  their  first 
pastor,  and  was  installed  December  4, 1836,  and  remained 
with  them  until  April  2d,  1888.  Rev.  Jonah  6.  Warren, 
their  second  pastor,  was  ordained  February  7,  1839,  and 
continued  with  them  ten  years,  when,  in  February,  1849, 
he  removed  to  Troy,  N.  Y.  He  was  much  beloved  hj  his 
people,  and  highly  valued  by  the  community  at  lai^  He 
v/as  succiieded  in  the  pastorate  <tf  the  church  by  Rev.  Ben- 
ajah  Cook,  of  Jcwctt  City,  Ct.,  who  commeuecd  his  labors 
July  IT).  ]81;'.  hut  in  conse(iucnce  of  ill  health  he  was  re- 
{''a-(  ;i  f  rom  his  charge  September  29th,  1850,  when  ho 
returned  to  Jewett  City, -svln-re  be  died  February  10,1851. 
Rev.  C.  Billings  Smith  of  Maiden,  Mass ,  commenced  his 
labors  as  pastor  of  the  church  January  1,  1851.  He  re- 
mained with  them  till  October  1,  1852,  when  he  removed 
to  !New  York  city.  Rev.  Warren  Lin  (  u  [  n ,  the  present  pas- 
has  labored  with  them  since  April  1,  1853.  The 
church  has  at  the  present  time  240  members. 
6* 
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.  UniTenalist  Chiureli  and  Society^The  Society  ma 
organized  February  27,  1885;  and  the  cfauroh,  com- 
posed of  thirty^nine  members^  was  oonstiluted  October  20, 
1840.  This  church  and  socie^  have  enjoyed  the  labors 
of  the  following  preachers,  Tis: — ^Bev.  Charles  Spear, 
from  March  1885  to  lllareh  1886;  Ber.  W.  M.  Feniald, 
from  1886  to  1838;  Key.  A.  A.  Folsom,  from  1888  to 
1843;  Rev.  Georire  W.  Gage,  from  1843  to  1844;  Rev. 
Samuel  Bennett,  from  1844  to  1846;  Rev.  Zenas  Thomp- 
son, from  184G  to  1848;  Rev.  W.  R.  G.  Mellen.  IVoiii  Oc- 
tober, 1848,  to  July,  1851  ;  Rev.  Uriah  Clark,  from  Sep- 
tember, 1851,  to  Octo])er,  1852.  Rev.  C.  H.  Webster 
commenced  his  labors  October  1, 1853.  • 

The  Unitarian  Society  was  legally  organized  March 
IG,  1841.  Rev.  F.  A.  Whitney  officiated  as  their  pastor 
for  a  sliort  time.  Rev.  Charles  A.  Farley  succeeded  liini, 
and  under  his  ministry  the  church  was  gathered,  consisting 
of  sixteen  members,  which  was  regularly  constituted  No- 
vend)er  21,  1841.  Rev.  John  A.  Buckingham  was  the 
first  pastor,  installed  October  12,  1842.  Tie  re^iened  his 
cliarge  at  the  expiration  of  one  year.  Their  house  of 
worship,  which  is  a  neat  brick  edifice,  was  erected  in  1842, 
and  dedicsited  October  12,  of  the  same  year.  Rev.  Craw- 
ford Nightingale,  their  second  pastor,  was  installed  May 
14,  1845,  resigned  in  April,  1851,  removed  to  Bridgeport, 
Conn,,  and  is  now  pastor  of  the  Unitarian  Church  in  Gro- 
ton,  Mass.  His  successor,  Rev.  Ephraim  Note,  Jr.,  com- 
menced his  labors  October  1, 1851.  The  diurch  at  present 
numbers  about  GO  members. 

.  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  Society.  —  This 
church  was  organized  in  August,  1888.  A  legally 
organized  society  was  fonaed  in  1839,  but  proving  to  be 
ill  adapted  to  the  Methodist  eoonomy,  it  was  soon  aban- 
doned and  became  extinct  The  number  of  members  of 
the  church  at  the  time  of  its  organisation  was  eighteen ; 
the  present  number,  176.  Rev.  Edmund  &  Potter  was 
their  first  preacher :  he  labored  with  them  two  years.  His 
successors  were  as  follows,  and  in  the  cvder  designated, 
viz:  Rev.  Mosely  Dwight,  two  years ;  Ephraim  Scott,  one 
year;  Benj.  F.  Lambord,  one  year;  Daniel  K.  Bannister, 
two  years;  Loramus  Crowell,  two  years;  James  Porter, 
two  years ;  Bev.  L.  R,  Thayer,  two  years ;  William  Rice, 
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Jr.,  two  years.  Their  house  of  worBhip  was  effected  in 
1839,  and  enlurgtid  an* I  much  improved  in  1815. 

The  Episcopal  Socitiy,  or  Grarc  (  liinrh.  was*  or- 
ganizi  d  April  6,  ii^4G,  with  (  i  jliin  ii  mcMnbers.  Rev. 
Ilersrj  W.  Loo  of  Sprinj^<ild  luui  cliarjie  of  it  for  a  ^hort 
time.  Their  lirst  rector  was  Rev.  Charles  ii.  Fisher,  who 
commenced  his  labors  in  May,  and  retigBod  the  reo* 
torship  in  Angiiat  foUowing*  Rev.  Andrew  CrovwcU  snr. 
eeeded  him,  and  oontlnned  until  Maj,  1849.  Rev.  Cal«b 
Dow  officiated  'a>  rector,  from  Anginl  16  to  September 
23|  when  Rev.  £.  F.  Remington  accepted  ^  r^c^bip, 
and  remained  wUh  the  parish  until  April  21, 1861,  whin 
their  house  of  wonhip  iraa  doeed*  November  %  1868, 
the  house  was  r&opened,  and  Rev*  Edwafd  Jeasap  of 
Weslfieid  is  at  ptesenl  the  officiating  reetor.  Tbemnnber 
of  oomninnicanls  is  now  about  80.  Their  house  of  won 
ship  was  completed  in  Mareh,  1848,  and  eonseciated  Maj 
24,  1848. 

In  the  year  1838,  a  Roman  Catholic  Church  and 
Society  were  gathered,  and  in  l^  UK  their  house  of  wor- 
sliif),  which  is  a  brick  edifice,  was  erected  ;  and  was  enhirged 
and  mipru\ed  in  1848.  Rev.  John  Brady  was  tli(*  tirst 
pastor,  and  was  relea>*  d  in  1841.  Hev.  John  I).  Bnidy, 
th(  St  cond  pastor,  coninu  iH^cd  his  labort)  in  1810,  an«l  con- 
tinued until  his  decease  in  October,  18  is.  *  He  wn-  suc- 
ceeded in  November  following  by  Rev.  dames  A.  »Siniiji, 
In  September,  1850,  he  left  town,  and  his  i^ucccssor,  Rev. 
W*  A.  Blenkinsop,  the  present  pastor,  commenced  his  la- 
bors in  November  of  the  same  year.  The  society  is  com- 
posed wholly,  or  nearly  so,  of  the  foreign  population^  and 
has- greatly  increased,  from  year  to  year.  They  have  re- 
cently purchased  a  lot,  on  which  they  are  about  to  erect  a 
kurge  and  magnificent  church. 

The  town  of  Springfield  rapidly  advanced  in  wealth  and 
importance,  until  it  became  the  center  of  a  large  inland  and 
river  commme.  Its  natural  and  artificial  advantages  ren- 
dered it  one  of  the  most  important  commercial  depots  on 
Connecticut  River.  The  Western  Railroad  was  opened 
for  travel  iruni  Worcester  to  Springfield  in  1889,  and  to 
the  city  of  Albany  in  1842.  The  Hartford  and  Spring- 
field Railroad  was  completed  and  opened  for  public  travel 
in  December^  1544,  and  the  Connecticut  River  Railroad 
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fVum  Sprin<:r<^eld  to  Northampton,  Deceinbcr  18, 1845;  and 
from  ilu'iicc  to  Greentield  in  1846.  A  branch  Railroad 
from  Cubotvillt?  (now  C'liicopee)  to  Chicopee  Falls,  was 
opened  iu  September,  1(S4G.  The  lollo win will  serve  to 
show  the  rapid  increase?  of  the  town: — In  171)1,  tlic  popu- 
lation was  151)4;  in  h^iU,  2707;  in  1820,  o'JM;  in  18.10, 
G7H4;  in  1840,  10,985 ;  in  1845,  14J03  ;  in  181<S,  1!),189. 

The  increased  business  of  the  town  brouirht  witinn  its 
limits  a  dense  population,  so  that  it  became  very  incon- 
venient for  the  inhabitants  to  meet  in  one  body,  to  transact 
their  annual  town  business.  At  the  November  eb'etion  in 
18  17.  there  were  2160  votes  polbMl.  alinost  reaeliin*^  the 
number  of  the  whole  population  in  1610.  In  January, 
1844,  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Cabotville  petitioned 
the  Lejifislature  to  be  set  otF  from  the  town  of  JSprincrfield, 
and  incorporated  into  a  new  town.  This  measure  met 
with  strong  opposition  from  other  parts  of  tiie  town.  The 
matter  was  referred  to  a  committee,  but  they  were  not 
called  together  by  the  parties  interested,  to  view  the  prem- 
ises, and,  therefore,  neyer  reported  to  the  Legislature.  In 
January,  184B,  a  petition  was  sent  to  the  Legislature,  ask- 
ing for  an  act  granting  the  town  of  Springfield  incorpora- 
tion as  a  city.  This  was  strongly  opposed,  on  the  gronnd 
that  the  municipal  goverament  of  a  city  would  be  far  more 
expensive,  and  its  benefits  could  not  be  equally  enjoyed  by 
a  population  living  on  a  territory  so  extended.  This 
morement,  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  center  of 
the  town,  had  the  effect  to  reviye  the  efibrt  of  the  inhabit 
tants  of  the  North  part,  to  obtain  an  act  of  incorporation 
as  a  new  town,  and  a  petition  signed  by  over  seven  hundred  . 
taxable  persons  in  Cabotville  and  vicinity,  was  sent  to  the 
Legislature,  praying  that  the  territory  embraced  within  the 
limits  of  the  districts  designated  Cabotville,  Chicopee 
Street  and  Willimansett,  might  be  incorporated  as  a  new 
town,  by  the  name  of  Cabot."  This  was  strongly  op- 
posed, on  the  ground  that  the  territory  would  be  too  lini- 
ited,  and  leave  the  old  town  in  bad  shape.  It  was  tlieu 
[)r()posed  to  submit  the  question  where  the  dividing  line 
shoul.i  he  drawn,  to  the  Legislature.  A  committee  of  the 
Legislature  visited  the  town  for  the  purpose  of  an  exami- 
natioTK  iuid  held  a  public  session  at  the  Town  Hall  in 
Spriugtield.    The  different  parties  appeared  before  tUem^ 
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with  tkmt  eoQsenty  and  after  hewing  their  Tarious  vgor 
ments  and  pleas,  they  refxnrted  in  &Tor  of  a  divitton  of 
the  towDy  iiidodiag  the  Tillage  of  Ghioopee  Falls  in  the 
new  town. 

The  inhabitants  of  Chieopee  Falls  Tillage,  by  their  eoott- 
eel  before  the  eommittee,  and  bj  their  representatiTe  in 
the  L^gialature,  Timothy  W.  Garter^  opposed  any  dlTision 
of  the  town,  except  sneh  as  would  indiidie  in  the  new  town 
the  Tillage  of  In&m  OrchanL  The  representatiTe  in  the 
L«egislatiire  from  Cabotville,  Silas  Mosman,  Jr.,  advocated 
the  division  of  the  town,  and  having  draughted  a  topogra|)li- 
ical  chart,  was  enabled  to  present  to  the  Legislaiui  e  a  clear 
view  ot"  the  town  vt  •Springtiehl,  with  the  relative  position 
of  each  uf  ihu  villages  in  the  town.  The  Legislature  were 
readily  convinced  that  the  interests  ot  all  parts  of  the  town 
vould  he  pruinoted  by  a  divi.-,iuii,  and  by  a  lar«zt'  \ut»% 
April  25,  1846,  set  off  from  the  town  of  Springlicld  the 
territory  ('Tnl)rared  in  the  villages  of  Cabotville,  Chicopee 
Falls,  Clii(  (){)(  (  -ti  <  rt  and  Willimansett,  and  passfMl  an  act 
incorporaiiiig  tln^  sanir  as  tlie  new  town  of  Chicopee.  which 
received  the  signature  of  the  Governor,  April  1848. 
An  unsuccessful  effort  was  subseqqently  made  to  have  the 
territory-  lying  east  of  it,  to  Ludlow  and  Wilbraham  linci 
annexed  to  the  new  town  of  Chicopee. 

The  meeting  for  the  oiganization  of  the  municipal  gov- 
ernment of  the  new  town  was  held  May  17,  1848.  The 
meeting  was  called  to  order  by  R.  E.  Bemis,  prayer  was 
offered  by  KeT.  Mr.  iJightingale,  Timothy  W.  CArter  was 
elected  moderator,  and  Wm*  JU  Bemis,  clerk.  Mr.  Car- 
ter, in  taking  the  chair,  made  an  i^ppropriate  address,  in 
which  he  alluded  to  the 'differences  of  opinion  that  had 
prcTailedy  exhorted  to  futare  harmonj,  and  expressed  the 
hope  and  antleipatioii  that  the  new  town  would  be  worthy 
of  the  old  one,  of  which  she  had  so  long  formed  a  part. 
At  a  subsequent  meeting,  the  town  TOted  to  raise  hj  tax 
$13,645,  for  town  expenses  for  the  year,  $7,400  of  which 
was  for  schools. 

At  the  time  of  the  divisiim  of  the  town,  SpringEeld  con- 
tained 19,189  inhabitants.  Chicopee,  at  the  date  of  its  in- 
corporation, had  within  its  limits  real  and  personal  estate 
to  the  amount  of  $3,301,613.  The  population,  (of  which 
only  three  were  colored)  was  .7,6G1 ;  number  of  children 
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between  four  and  sixteen  years  old,  1,671 ;  number  of  tax- 
able polls,  1,761.  In  1850,  the  whole  number  of  families 
in  town  was  1,337  ;  individuals  8,319,  of  whom  3,513  were 
males  and  4,806  females.  The  valuation  of  real  and  per- 
sonal estate  the  same  year  was  $3,413,707;  in  1853, 
Sd,5dd,933.  The  amount  of  money  raised  by  tax  in  1854 
was  $ld,500.  In  this  sum,  provision  was  made  to  pay  Ihe 
balance  of  the  debt  of  the  town. 

In  1850,  gas  works  of  a  capacity  for  mannfactaring 
60,000  onbie  feet  of  gas  per  day  were  constructed,  under 
the  snperintendenoe  of  James  T.  Ames,  at  the  center  of 
the  town,  and  the  mills  at  that  point,  with  the  churches, 
stores,  and  many  private  dwellings,  are  now  lighted  with 
gas.  The  works  cost  $28,000.  The  constmction  of  near- 
ly all  the  shops,  mills  and  dwellings  at  Chicopee  center, 
has  been  the  work  of  Charles  McClallen,  a  citizen.  In 
1830,  Avitliin  the  limits  of  school  district  No,  4,  there  were 
only  twenty  families  where  there  is  now  a  population  of 
over  5,000  souk. 

GRANVILLE. 

The  territory  of  Granville,  at  first  called  Bedford,  wns 
sold  byToto,  an  Indian  chief,  in  1686,  to  James  Cornish, 
who,  with  Willium  Fuller,  sold  it  in  1713  to  Atherton 
Mather.  Mr.  Mather  sold  it  witli  other  lands  in  1718  to 
a  set  of  proprietors  who  had  their  purchase  contirmed  to 
tliem  by  the  General  Court  in  January,  1739.  The  terri- 
tory was '  incorporated  as  a  district  Jan.  25,  1754.  The 
length  of  Granville,  at  first,  was  15  miles,  breadth  7  miles 
on  the  Western  boundary,  and  5  on  the  Eastern,  the  con- 
tents being  41,193  acres.  In  the  allotments  of  land,  2,073 
acres  were  appropriated  to  public  uses.  The  first  settler 
was  Samuel  Bancroft  of  West  Sprinf^fn  Id.  He  may  be 
regarded  as  having  been  the  patriarch  of  Granville.  He 
was  a  facetious,  kind  hearted  and  industrions  man,  slightly 
below  the  medium  hight,  and  some  now  living  can  recall 
his  appearance,  especially  on  the  Sabbath,  when,  in  his 
antique  dress,  triangular  cocked  hat,  and  bash  wig,  he 
inspired  the  reverence  of  all  beholders*  His  wife  was 
Sarah  White,  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  one  hundred  who 
landed  on  Plymouth  Hock.  In  1735,  he  built  his  first, 
rude  log  cabin,  near  a  smftU  rill  in  the  North  East  school 
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diBiriet,  not  far  from  the  ake  of  the  firat  sohool  houae.  The 
eellar  is  still  to  be  leen.  A  few  jears  afterwards,  he  pre- 
pared a  large  house  of  thick,  hewn  plank,  as  a  refiige  for 
his  neighbors  in  case  of  Indian  invasioiL  This  was  some 
thirty  rods  South  of  the  mansion  where  he  and  some  of  his 
descendants,  to  the  third  generation,  subsequently  lived  and 
died*  Some  remnants  the  plank,  after  the  lapse  of  a 
century,  are  now  in  a  state  of  preserration,  but  no  vestige 
of  the  locality  of  this  early  fort  eaa  now  be  seen,  'hit* 
Bancroft  was  of  the  first  board  of'setoctmen  in  Granville, 
and,  in  1775,  was  chosen  representative  to  the  General 
Court,' assembled  in  Watertown.  In  the  first  half  of  the 
present  century,  as  many  as  89  persons  bearing  his  name 
were  inhabitants  of  Kast  Granville,  wliose  characteristics 
were  industry,  intelligence  and  integrity. 

Foilowiiig  .Mr.  Bancroft,  the  next  settlers  were  ]),ini(  l 
Cooley,  JonatLaa  Rose,  Samuel  Gillett,  Thomas  jS[Kliiian, 
John  Hoot,  Kphraim  3I()n?on,  Phineas  Pratt,  Peter  Gib- 
bons and  Samuel  Church.  The  longev  ity  of  tlie  early  set- 
tlers was  remaikable.  The  ancestor  of  the  Spelmans  died 
in  1767,  aged  93.  She  was  from  ales,  and  left  home 
witli  a  liank  of  wool  upon  her  lin^jer,  as  if  just  from  th<: 
spuming  Avlieel.  The  ancestor  of  the  Cooleys  (from  Ire- 
land) died  at  1)0  ;  of  the  Gibbonses,  at  92  ;  of  the  Churches, 
at  95 ;  and  of  the  Roses,  at  103.  The  manner  in  which 
several  of  them  came  to  their  end  was  remarkable.  Sam- 
uel Gillett  fell  dead  in  the  field — the  first  dc  ath  in  Gran- 
ville. Samuel  Bancroft  went  to  bed  in  health,  and  died 
before  morniTig  in  1788.  Jonathan  Rose  perished  in  his 
burning  buildings,  1768«  £phraim  Monson,  while  manu- 
facturing potash,  being  engaged  to  a  1at(;  hour  of  the  night, 
slipped  into  the  boiling  cauldron.  He  leaped  out,  but  died 
in  a  few  hours,  Sept  21, 1780.  Daniel  Coolej  died  hj  a 
wound,  in  1761. 

The  first  house  in  the  Second  Parish  of  Granville  was 
built  of  stone,  by  Dea.  David  Rose,  with  the  capacity  of  a 
fort,  in  case  of  attacks  hj  the  Indians,  but  no  one  ever  per- 
ished by  the  tomahawk  in  Granville,  though  the  people 
passed  throu^;h  much  fearful  apprehension.  In  one  in- 
stance, a  child  was  born  in  the  night,  without  a  candle 
being  lighted  in  the  house,  from  fear  of  lurking  savages. 
To  the  li»t  of  early  settlers  already  given,  may  be  added 
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IlKtte  of  the  foUawin^,  who  emigrated  fjx«i  Dofliiin,  Ct : 

Timothy  Robinson,  Noah  Robinson,  Dan  Robinson,  Fbin- 
eas  Robinson,  Ebenezer  Baldwin,  Amos  Baldwin,  Aaron^ 
Ebenezer  and  Daniel  Curtiss,  Samuel  €oe,  David  Parsons, 
Daniel  Parsons  and  Levi  Parsons.  The  third  parish  in 
Granville  (now  Tolland)  was  not  settled  until  1750.  The 
early  inhabitants  of  Granville  were  characterised  by  inp- 
telligenoe  and  great  physical  strength.  It  has  been  humor* 
ously  stated  that  in  early  times  several  teams  were  sent  to 
Westfield  for  cider,  and  that  while  the  courteous  people 
were  furnishing  facilities  for  loading  it,  Timothy  Robinson 
took  the  barrels  and  laid  them  in  at  the  end  of  the  cart, 
while  Thomas  Hamilton  threw  them  in  over  the  wheel. 

In  tlic  ^'  Old  French  War,"  an  enlistment  was  called  for 
at  Granville, and  it  is  stated  that  four  men  were  tent-mates 
in  the  war,  who,  when  they  returned,  settled  in  the  same 
vicinity,  and  died  respectively  at  the  a^jes  of  82,  yO,  86, 
and  89.  In  the  memorable  struggle  for  independence,  the 
patriotic  fathers  of  Granville  were  imbued  with  a  full  meas- 
ure ol  the  enthusiasm  and  spirit  of  the  times.  As  early 
as  1774,  a  town  meeting  was  holden.  and  a  committee 
appointed,  **to  ins})ect  the  debate  subsisting  between  the 
mother  coinitrv  ;i!ul  t)ie  colonies."  At  a  subsequent  meet- 
ing, the  <  onimittee  reported  resolutions  as  Ibiiow,  which 
were  unanimously  adopted ; 

1.  Resolved*  That  King  George  III  is  our  rightful  sover- 
eign and  king,  and  that  we  will,  at  all  times  bear  all  alle* 

glance  due  unto  him 

2.  That  the  inhabitants  of  this,  his  Majesty's  Province, 
aud  the  other  colonies  in  America,  are  justly  entitled  to  all 
the  rights,  liberties  and  privilei^es  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Great  Britain  are  entitled  to,  which  ri^zhts,  liberties  and  priv- 
ileges are  in  a  particular  manner  contiimed  to  tlie  inhabitants 
of  this  Piuviuce  by  charter,  and  that  we  would  humbly  re- 
quest and  confidently  challenge  these  rights,  liberties  and 
privileges  to  us  belonging,  as  free  and  natural  bom  English 
subjects. 

^3.  That  it  is  our  opinion  that  the  afocesaid  acts  of  Parlia- 
ment [Stamp  act  &c  ]  are  calculated  to  perplex  and  enslave 

this,  his  Majesty's  free  and  loyal  province,  and  are  destructive 

of  our  iiivniiiable  liberties  and  privileges;  and  have  a  mani- 
fest tendency  to  ahenate  the  afiections  of  fiis  Majesty's  faith- 
ful subjects,  and  are  in  the  highest  degree  oppressive  and 
unconstitutionaL 
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'*4.  Tliat  in  order  to  obUun  ledfMf  fnm  the  diflleiikit* 
aad  lealamities  in  which  we  are  so  deeply  mTolved  by  the 

aforesaid  acts  of  Parliament,  it  is  ooropmion  that  some  uni- 
form and  constitutional  resolves  be  airroed  upon,  for  a  univer- 
sal iuie  to  be  ot^served  throiii^'hout  all  tlip  colonies,  the  con- 
struction of  which  we  refer  to  the  wisdrmi  of  the  ("rcnoral 
American  Consrress,  soon  to  meet.  And  would  humbly 
offer  to  their  consideration,  that  it  is  our  opinion  that  a  sun- 
pension  of  all  commerce  with  Great  Brilairi,  under  proper 
regnlaljoiiB,  and  a  coTonaiit  engagement  of  non-importation 
and  non-oonsumption  of  their  mannfactures,  to  be  solemnlj 
subscribed  by  the  people,  will  be  the  most  likely  means  to 
produce  the  desired  eifect.  And  that  such  non-importation 
and  non-consumption  agreement,  is  neither  nnwarrantablei 
hostile,  nor  trtMchcrous.  or  contrary  to  our  alle^^Iance  due  to 
ourkinir:  and  that  it  i-<  the  indispensable  duty  of  evorv  person 
who  would  reserve  to  himself  and  posterity  tlie  inesiiinablo 
blessing  of  hberly,  bv  all  constitutional  \\  a\  s  and  means  in 
his  power,  to  endeavor  to  avert  lite  much  dieaded  conse- 
quences of  those  arbitrary  and  oppressive  acts. 

^'5.  That  we  greatly  applaud  the  patriotic  zeal  of  the  mer- 
chants and  other  inhabitants  of  Boston,  and  especially  the 
vigilance  and  assiduity  of  their  committee  of  correspondence ; 
and  although  we  approTe  of  the  sentiment  and  spirit  of  their 
'eoTenant  preeented  to  us  to  subscribe,  yet  we  are  of  opinion 
the  same  is  rather  premature  and  too  precipitate^  as  it  Is  a 
matter  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  British  American 
colonies,  and  reciuires  the  most  serious  consideration,  feaiing 
it  will  breed  disconl  aniouL:  tho  inhabitants,  and  that  a  divis- 
ion of  sentiment  may  be  ch^struciive  of  the  i^ood  eiiect.  We 
propose,  therefore,  and  rather  choose  to  defer  the  subscription 
thereto,  but  wait  the  determination  of  the  American  Congress. 
And  do  as  ehrtsttans  promise  and  pledge  our  faith,  that  what- 
ever constitutional  determination  and  resolves  shall  be  agreed 
upon  and  published  by  therti,  as  a  general  rule  of  observance 
by  all  the  provinces,  we  will  subscribe  to,  and  in  all  particu- 
lars abide  by.  A  faithful  adherence  to  this,  we  make  nu  iloubt, 
may  bo  thr  finppy  means  to  reduce  the  ministry  to  :t  •^cu'^e 
of  their  diil\  ,  an  l  rfstoro  unto  us  our  riidils,  :i!ul  harniomously 
unite  us  to  our  mollier  couufry,  and  t>e  the  lengthening  out 
of  the  traiujuillity  of  the  n  iiish  Empire.  ' 

"  6.  That  we  do  abhor  all  uiu  unstitutional  i  :ol.>  .ind  lurnnltu- 
ous  assauhs  upon  the  pei8on  or  eeilate  of  any  one  who  is  per- 
sonally in  the  execution  of  his  own  lawful  business,  but  will 
to  the  utmost  of  our  power  endeavor  that  peace  and  good 
order  be  maintained. 

"  7.  That  there  be  a  committee  of  correspondence  to  corres- 
pond with  other  committees  in  this  and  the  neighboring  colo- 
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nies,  and  gira  doe  mfoimalioa  of  all  iafringementa  upou  our 

rights  and  liberties.  ^  ^ 

"  8.  That  a  letter  of  construction  be  written  by  the  com- 
Tnitt(»e  of  correspondence,  in  behalf  of  this  district,  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  ot  Boston,  to  jissnre  them  of  our  firm 
attachment  to  the  common  cause,  and  jimmise  faithful  assist- 
ance iu  all  constitutional  ways,  to  enLOMia^e  to  a  lirm  and 
steadfast  perse veiaace  lu  aU  the  ways  of  well  doing. 
.  ^<  9.  That  the  above  resolves  be  entered  on  the  district  book 
ojf  records,'' 

The  names  of  the  committee  reporting  these  resolutions 
were  Col.  Timothy  Robinson,  Dea.  Luke  Hitchcock,  Lieut. 
Samuel  Bancroft,  Nathan  Barton,  John  Hamilton,  Dr. 
Josiah  Harvey,  and  Hon.  Oliver  Phelps.  The  devotion 
of  the  town  to  the  cause  of  the  country  was  no  less  in 
practice  than  in  profession.  In  Mardh,  1775,  £50  was 
raised  to  encourage  Mtj  men  to  enlist  as  minnte  men.  In 
May,  1776,  a  return  was  made  of  a  military  company  in 
Gran\ille,  belonging  to  the  5th  regiment  of  Massachusetts 
Ivlilitia,  of  which  John  Mosely  of  Westfield  was  ColoneL 
This  company  was  commanded  by  Capt.  AVilliam  Cooley. 
Edmund  Barlow  was  Ist  Lieutenant,  Samuel  Bancroft,  Jr., 
3d  do.,  Ridiard  Dickinson,  Joel  Strong  and  Samuel  Wil> 
liams,  sergeants;  Joel  Bancroft,  clerk;  Samuel  Stiles, 
drummer;  Timothy  Spelman,  fifer;  and  John  Cooley, 
Thomas  Gillett  and  James  Coe^  corporals.  The  company 
numbered  78  men,  with  73  guns,  2  bayonets,  4  swords,  680 
flints,  and  5  1-2  pounds  of  powder.  The  strength  and 
flower  of  the  town  were  under  enlistment,  and  many  were 
in  actual  service.  As  many  as  fourteen  perished  in  the 
army.  Isaac  Chapman,  a  pious  and  excellent  young  man, 
left  his  youthful  and  beautiful  wife  witli  one  cliihl,  a  bjibe 
of  six  months,  and  joining  the  army,  fell  at  Tit  omlero^a 
in  1777.  Deacon  Luke  Hitchcock,  a  \uliinteer  at  Crown 
Point,  died  at  New  Lebanon  on  his  way  hoiiiew  ai  d,  at  the 
house  of  Mr.  Douglass  who  took  liim  in  for  the  nijrht. 
Enos  Howe  died  at  New  London.  John  Bartlett,  who  was 
in  Capt.  Cooley's  company,  was  at  White  Plains,  and  in 
the  action  at  that  point  took  aim  at  one  of  the  light  hor-^e 
who  was  rushing  towards  him,  but  his  jrnn  missine  ^ire,  tlie 
enemy,  with  a  broad  sword,  split  his  head  open,  the  two 
parts  falling  upon  his  shoulders.  Two  Granville  men  fell 
at  btoue  Arabia. 
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Money  was  liberally  raised  ihr  tlir  snppnrt  <A'  tlip  nrmv. 
In  March,  1778,  it  wa^s  voted  to  nii<*'  11  11  C)^,  Od.,  lo 
pay  for  articles  purchased  for  thn  ^oldiern.  In  Octolior 
1778,  £200  were  raised  to  suppu  t  tUoi»e  families  wb<Me 
heads  were  in  the  Continental  Amij.  In  1781,  it  was 
voted  to  raise  £7o6  Bs.  4d.,  silver  money,  a:^  a  bountj  to 
raise  sixteen  men  to  serve  in  the  Continental  Annj  three 
years. 

Within  the  territory  of  GranTille,  thirty*thrpe  perrons 
li«ve  received  the  honors  of  College,  and  many  sons  of 
the  town  have  risen  to  distinction  without  a  liberal  edoca^ 
tion.  Hon.  Oliver  Phelps  was  a  servant  boy — afterwards 
a  dish  pedler.  While  in  this  business,  n  wasr  offered  to 
purchase  KH}  feet  of  dishes,  and  pay  in  brush  fence.  He 
measured  him  otF  the  ware,  and  they  separated.  li<"  Ivil 
his  account  for  collection,  and  the  waj:!^  was  coinpelh'd  to 
pay  the  silver  or  ^lold  instead  of  brush  tft\r«'.  In  driui- 
viile,  he  was  commissary,  for  supplying^  provisions  for  the 
American  Army.  He  received  a  letter  from  Wn -hinjrton 
as  follows  :  "The  comlort  and  even  the  life  ul  iln-  Atner- 
iean  Army  is  ow!n<^  to  the  seasonal)!*'  supply  of  prn\  i-iuns 
from  your  hand,  for  which  accept  my  gratelul  acknowl- 
edgments." He  was  elected  a  member  of  tlie  (lovernor  s 
Council  in  Massachusetts.  In  company  with  ^^athaniel 
Gorham,  he  purchased  the  Genesee  country,  and  opened 
it  for  settlement,  and  was  afterwards  a  member  of .( 'onj^ress, 
^tm  a  district  in  New  York.    He  died  in  Canandaigua. 

Rev.  Lemuel  Haynes,the  colored  preacher,  was  broujrht 
up  by  Deacon  David  Rose.  He  got  his  education  in  the 
chimney  Cbmer,  by  the  light  of  pine  knots,  instead  of  can- 
dles. The  Deacon  required  him  to  read  a  sermon,  on  Sat- 
urday evenin  j^,  at  family  worship.  One  evening  he  slipped 
in  one  of  his  own  sermons,  and  the  deacon  was  greatly 
delighted  and  ( tlilicd.  He  inquired  very  earnestly,  **  Lem- 
uel, whose  work  is tliat  which  you  have  been  reading?  Is 
it  Davies's  sermon,  or  Watt's,  or  WhitefieUrs  ?  '  It  was  the 
deacon's  impression  that  the  sermon  was  Whitefield's. 
Haynes  blushed  and  hesitated,  but  confessed,  "  It  is  Lem- 
uel's sermon."  At  the  a;re  of  27,  in  |.ite  of  caste  or  color, 
he  was  a  licensed  preacher  of  the  (  u.  ])(d.  No  man  couhl 
collect  a  fuller  audience  or  interest  tiiem  more  than  Lemuel 
Haynes.   President  Dwight  listened  to  him  in  New  Haven 
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with  great  iaterat  Ho  preaehed  with  great  soocen  and 
acceptance  in  GnuYiUey  and  many  desired  to  settle  liim. 
A  majority,  on  account  of  bis  color,  were  opposed*  When 
Bey.  A.  J*  Booge  was  called  in»  some  of  Mr.  Hajnes* 
friends  tanntinglj  inquired,  ^Do  you  call  Ait  white  preach* 
ing  After  a  long  life  of  great  usefulness  and  extensive 
influence,  he  died  at  Granville,  N.  Y.,  Sept  28, 1833,  aged 
80  years. 

Rev.  Gordon  Hall  was  born  in  tlie  third  parish  in  Gran- 
ville, (now  Tolland,)  April  8,  1784.  lie  was  valedietury 
orator  at  Williams  College  in  1808.  lie  was  a  pioneer  in 
Auiericiui  foreign  missions,  and  has  been  unsurpassed  in 
talents  or  real  worth.  He  died  in  India,  IVlarch  2d,  182G, 
aged  42,  leaving  one  son,  who  is  now  nuuiiiier  in  ^ortk- 
ampton. 

Hon.  Isaac  C.  Bates;  born  .Tinmary  23,  1779,  was  vale- 
dictory orator  at  Yfde  College  in  lb02,  and  was  pronounced 
by  President  J)  wight  "the  Addison  of  the  age"  in  the  beauty 
of  his  style  of  writing.  He  was  thrice  returned  as  repre- 
sentative in  Congress,  from  his  native  district.  In  1845, 
in  the  United  States  Senate,  he  delivered  a  convincing  and 
impassioned  speech  against  the  admission  of  Texas.  He 
sank  down,  and  lived  but  a  few  days.  He  was  brought  to 
Korthampton,  where  he  had  his  home,  and  where  he  had 
spent  his  professional  life,  for  burial  In  his  printed 
speeches  and  addresses,  he  has  lefl  some  of  the  finest  speci- 
mens of  forensic  discussion  and  beauty  of  composition. 
He  died,  aged  C8  years. 

Hon.  Timothy  Rose  was  bom  in  Granville,  June  1, 
1762.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Bevolutionary  war,  and  a 
deacon  in  the  church.  His  great  work  was  that  of  con- 
ducting the  colony  from  Granville,  Mass.,  to  Granville  in 
the  center  of  Ohio.  Like  William  Penn,  he  was  the  in- 
strument of  planting  a  colony,  which  for  enterprise  and 
moral  excellence,  is  one  of  the  first  towns  in  the  West. 
The  town  of  Granville,  Ohio,  contains  a  college,  two  flour- 
ishing academies,  and  nearly  one-fourth  of  the  population 
are  professors  of.  religion.  lie  was  a  judge,  and  died 
November  2G,  1815,  aged  50,  leaving  a  character  which 
will  be  remembered  in  all  future  time. 

Hon.  John  l^aton  Mills  was  born  in  Granville,  third  par- 
ish, (now  Tolland,)  October  14, 1796,  and  in,  1814=  he  was 
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a  fttir  nomlis  In  Hie  OranMIe  Cliurical  School.  In  Sop- 
tember,  1815,  ho  went  to  Canada,  and  was  a  resident  in 
M<mtrc»L  He  possessed  talent  of  a  high  order,  and  bj 
nntiring  perseTeranee  and  attention  to  business,  he  was  in 
the  enjoyment  of  a  handsome  competency.  ETcrj  bencTo- 
lent  ^terprise  received  his  generous  and  cordial  support. 
He  was  Major  of  the  city  of  Montreal,  and  dischai^ed 
the  duties  of  this  high  office  to  the  perfect  Patisfaction  of 
even  his  political  opponents  as  well  as  friends.  He  died 
of  typhus  fever,  November  11,  1847,  apjed  52  years,  and 
his  funeral  was  conducted  with  great  jxmip. 

Hon.  Anson  \V.  i'arsons  was  horn  in  (»rariville,  Se|)(('in- 
ber  1,  1799,  and  now  resides  in  Phihidclj)hia.  He  is  in 
tlie  strictest  sense  a  selt-niad<'  man.  At  the  age  ut"  15, 
havin«^  tinishe<l  e'tinmon  school  education,  he  was  sent 
one  term  to  Wcsilit-ld  Aejideinv.  The  next  six  years  he 
taught  school,  devoting  what  time  he  could  to  tlic  Latin 
language.  The  last  yr^ar  oi'  his  professional  studies  was 
with  Judge  Gould  of  Litchfield,  when,  in  1^2ti,  he  w;is  ad- 
mitted to  the  har,  in  Lycoming  count}',  Pennsylvania.  He 
literally  trimmed  the  midnight  lamp,  and  soon  stood  among 
the  first  in  his  profession.  He  has  been  Senator  in  Penn- 
sjlvania,  also  Judge  in  the  twelfth  judicial  district ;  and 
afterwards  Judge  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  for  the  city  and 
connty  of  Philadelphia,  but  has  retired  from  office  to  his 
profession  at  the  bar.  He  is  regarded  as  a  man  of  great 
exoellence  and  moral  worA,  and  a  friend  to  the  benevolent 
enterprise  of  the  day. 

The  first  church  in  Granville  was  probably  organized  in 
1747^  when  Ber.  Moses  Tattle,  a  graduate  of  Yale  Col- 
lege in  1745,  became  the  pastor.  His  wife  was  one  of  ten 
daughters  of  Rev.  Timothy  Edwards  of  East  Windsor. 
She  was  as  strange  and  wayward  as  her  relatives  were 
estimable  and  excellent.  When  Mr.  Tuttle  asked  the  con- 
sent of  the  father  to  marry  his  daugliter,  he  replied,  «I 
shall  not  lorbid  it,  but  you  cannot  live  with  her."  « Wliy," 
inquired  Mr.  Tuttle,  "  is  she  not  a  Christian?"  «I  hope 
BO,"  replied  Mr.  Edwards,  **  but  grace  may  li\  e  where  you 
cannot.*'  When  tin*  \vedding  day  arrived,  Connecticut 
river  was  impassable.  On  his  arrival  at  the  house  of  the 
])i  i<le,  a  little  after  the  day  appointed,  she  refused  to  see 
iiim.    At  length  she  consented  to  an  interview,  with  a  par- 
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titum  between*  Said  she,  why  did  you  not  come  iipon 
the  da/  agreed  uponP'  ^  The  high  flood  in  the  river  rea- 
defed  it  absolutely  impassabW  he  replied.  ^That's  no 
excuse  at  aH^"  responded  the  lady.  The  fitther^s  predic- 
tion was  fully  verified.  He  had  a  comfbrtlesB  home.  Mr. 
Tuttle  was  a  good  man,  and  was  dismissed  from  his  Gran- 
ville diarge  m  1754.  He  died  at  Southold,  L.  L,  in  1785, 
aged  65  years.  Two  of  his  daughters  died  in  the  poor- 
house. 

Eev.  Jedediah  Smith,  a  graduate  of  Yale  in  1750,  was 

ordained  ])iustor  of  this  church  in  1756.  He  was  an  im- 
pressive preachei,  and  in  a  revival  of  religion  under  his 
ministrations  in  1757,  as  inany  as  ihirty  persons  were 
added  to  the  church.  His  views  subsequently  became 
"Stoddardean,"  and  excited  the  decided  opposition  of  many 
members  of  liis  church.  He  had  a  stormy  time  for  years, 
but  was  not  dismissed  until  April  IG,  177G.  Mr.  Smith  was 
hostile  to  the  Kevolntionary  cause,  and  sailed  with  his  nu- 
merous family,  one  son  ex(  (  ])U  d,  for  Louisiana.  In  going 
up  the  Mississi})pi,  he  was  attacked  with  a  fever,  and  in  a 
delirium  leaped  overboard.  He  was  rescued,  but  soon 
died,  September  2,  1776,  at  the  age  of  50  years.  He  was 
huried  on  the  banks  of  the  river  at  a  point  which  was 
snhsequently  swept  away,  '*  so  tliat  no  man  knoweth  of  the 
place  of  his  sepulcher  unto  this  day."  His  descendants, 
are  among  the  most  respectable  people  of  the  South*wesL 
Rev.  Timothy  M.  Cooley,  (who  still  liveSy  and  who  com-* 
mnnicates  the  facts  of  this  history  of  Granville^)  was  a  na* 
tive  of  Granville,  and  preached  his  first  sermon  there 
April  dO,  1795,  and  after  a  long  and  peaceful  ministry* 
lJ!«iched  bk  &WeU  semon  in  the  8«^e  pulpU  in  185^^ 
the  old  pulpit  at  his  request  having,  been  transferred  from 
the  old  house  in  which  he  coipmenced  his  labors  to  the 
new  one  in  which  he  closed  them.  Within  two  montlis 
after  his  ordination,  February  8,  179 6,  a  fund  of  So,GOO 
was  raised  for  the  permanent  support  of  the  ministry.  On 
retiring  from  the  pulpit,  the  parish  harmoniously  voted  him 
one  half  of  the  proceeds  of  the  fund  during  life.  He  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Divinity  from  Hamilton 
College,  and  now,  in  his  83d  year,  uses  the  pen  ^viih  a 
steady  liand  iuid  a  clear  head.  The  membership  ui  the 
church  he  has  so  recently  left  is  88. 


Digitized  by 


The  Second  Churoh  in  Qfanville 
ber  17, 1781,  and  Bey.  Aaion  J.  Booge  was  inntolifitl  as 
its  iiastor,  No?>emb«r,  1786.  His  six-yean  ndaistij  was 
cloeed  by  dismissioQ.  His  license  to  preach  was  taken 
from  him  hj  a  Presbyteiy  in  New  York*  He  left  the 
parish  mndi  divided.  Bey.  Joel  Baker  of  Conway,  a 
graduate  of  Dartmouth  Goll^  in  1792,  was  ordained  over 
the  chnrch  Jnne  23,  1797«  He  proved  to  be  an  excellent 
pastor,  thongh  not  a  powerful  preacher.  Hig  parishioners, 
as  years  grew  upon  him,  gave  him  to  understand  that  it 
was  their  wish  that  he  should  retire  troin  the  iiiinistrv.  This 
unexpected  niovemeni  indicted  a  wouiid  upon  his  feelings 
and  his  health,  wliich  hastened  him  to  his  end.  He  fell 
peacefully  asleep,  September,  1832,  at  the  age  of  60  years. 
The  people  afterward?^  deeply  regretted  the  coui.-c  ihey 
had  pursued.  Kev.  Selli  Chapin,  a  graduate  of  Ih-owii 
University  in  I.sU8,  was  installed  in  Mr.  liakei-'s  plaee, 
January  17,  is.'Jo,  and  was  dismissed  January  1,  l<^.i«3.  He 
was  followed  by  Kev.  Henry  P2ddy,  a  «rni<luate  of  Yale  in 
1832,  who  was  ordaineil  February  ] 1  ^s.JO,  and  dismissed 
September  25,  183*).  He  lias  since  eluui^red  his  profession 
and  become  a  physician.  Kev.  Calvin  Foote,  a  graduate 
of  Middlebury  College  in  1814,  was  installed  in  1841,  and 
dismissed  in  1847.  Rev.  Henry  B.  Smith,  a  native  of 
Westfield,  and  a  graduate  of  Amhergt  College  in  1843, 
was  ordained  July  22,  1847,  and  dismissed  JSoyember  4, 
1^1.    The  church  numbers  74  members. 

A  Baptist  Church  was  formed  in  Granville  February  19, 
1791.  In  1808,  the  church  numbered  88  members.  They 
had  preaching  occasionally  until  1798,  when  £lder  Mine  r 
moved  in,  and  supplied  them  nearly  twenty  years*  He 
was  a  good  man,  and  died  in  Granyille,  NoTcmher  10, 
1820.  Bev.  Silas  Boot  was  ordained  June  5, 1817,  and 
died  September  13,  1846,  aged  63  years.  Bev.  G.  D.  Fel- 
ton  is  the  present  pastor.  The  formation  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  was  in  consequence  of  the  adopti<m  of  the  Stod- 
dard prineifde  in  the  Congregational  Church.  Theadmis* 
sion  of  persons  to  the  communicn  without  evidences  of 
piety,  was  offensive  to  the  purest  and  best  portions  of  the 
church.  A  number  of  them  consequently  withdrew,  and 
held  separate  meetings  on  the  Sabbath.  They  styled  them- 
selves   separates,"  and  maintained  their  stan^  fp^  about 
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thirty  years.  An  act  of  excommunication  was  passed 
ai:^iiinst  five  of  the  number,  which  greatly  widened  the 
Lreiieh.  At  length,  a  number  of  ortho<lux  and  spiritual 
members  were  formed  into  a  Baptist  Church,  which  has 
now  subsisted  nearly  three  quarters  of  a  century. 

From  the  i^nrity  of  tiie  air  aud  water  in  Granville,  it 
has  always  been  a  licalthy  town,  and  remarkably  favorable 
to  longevity.  From  an  accurate  bill  kept  in  Ea.st  Gran- 
ville, for  half  a  century,  it  appears  that  one  in  thirty  of 
the  population  reached  the  extreme  age  of  1)0  years.  Dis- 
tressing sickness  and  moitality  have  not,  however,  been 
wholly  excluded.  In  1777,  as  many  as  37  died  of  camp 
distemper/'  in  the  East  Parish,  in  the  space  of  two  months 
— ^about  5  per  cent  of  the  whole  population.  Small  pox 
prevailed  in  1776, 1784r-5  and  11*96.  Spotted  fever,  with 
mortal  effect,  prevailed  in  1812. 

When  the  town  was  new,  it  produced  splendid  fields  of 
wheat  and  the  finest  pasturage.  The  productions  now  are 
rye,  oats,  buckwheat,  com,  and  potatoes  of  a  quality  fiw 
superior  to  the  growth  of  the  plain.  In  the  early  history 
of  the  territory,  the  forest  abounded  with  the  noblest  *>ame. 
A  deep  valley  from  the  ]S^orth  to  the  South  divides  the 
town.  The  niouatains  are  respectively  immed  Sodoin," 
which  is  on  the  Eastern  boundary,  '*Bald  Mountiiin,"  Bad- 
luck'  in  tlie  center  of  East  Granville,  (so  named  by  a  pai- 
ty  of  unsuccessful  hunters,)  "  Swe^itman's  Mountain,"  the 
highest  peak  fiirnishinj}^  a  view  of  nearly  40  steeples  in  the 
valley  of  the  Connecticut,  and  '^Liberty  Hill,"  so  called 
from  the  fact  that  a  liberty  pole  was  erected  there  during 
Bevolutionary  times. 

The  population  of  Granville  in  1840  was  1,284;  in  1850, 
1,220 ;  deerease  in  ten  years,  64* 

HOLLAND. 

The  proper  town  history  of  Holland  is  brief,  while  the 
early  history  of  the  territory  which  it  covers  is  given  in 
the  history  of  ^nnifield,  of  which  town  it  formed  a  part, 
Antil  its  own  incorporation  as  a  town,  on  the  25th  of  Feb* 
ruary,  1796.  It  had  an  existence  as  a  district,  a  few  years 
previously,  however,  having  been  incorporated  ius  .^uch  oii 
the  5th  of  July,  1783.  Previous  to  this,  for  a  tune,  it 
formed  the  East  parish  of  South  Brimfield.    The  first  Con- 
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gregational  Church  was  organized  on  the  13tli  ot  Septem- 
ber, 1765,  and  at  present  consists  of  47  nienihers.  Kev. 
Ezra  KcL've  of  Long  Island,  a  frraduate  of  Yale  Colipge 
in  1757,  was  ordained  the  tirst  minister  of  the  church,  on 
the  day  on  which  that  body  was  organized.  He  continued 
in  Holland  until  April  28,  1818,  when  he  died,  in  the  85th 
year  of  his  age.  Hey*  £noch  Burt  was  the  next  pastor* 
He  was  a  native  of  Longmeadow,  and  prraduated  at  Nassau 
Hall^  Princeton,  in  1805.  Early  in  life  he  was  an  ingen* 
ions  and  skillful  maehinest  Atlter  leaving  college,  he  lar 
bored  as  a  missionarj  at  the  West,  until  alxmt  1820^  when 
lie  returned,  and  was  installed  at  Holland  on  the  19th  of 
May,  1821.  He  was  dismissed  March  5, 1823,  and  is  still 
living  at  Manchester,  Gt  From  this  time  until  1832,  the 
chtiT^  was  withont  a  pastor  and  without  a  stated  supply. 
Jn  that  year.  Bey.  James  Sandfoid,  a  graduate  of  Brown 
University  in  1812,  and  in  1830  and  1831  the  pastor  of  the 
church  in  Gill,  removed  to  Holland,  and  labored  in  the 
church  88  stated  supply  until  1846.  After  he  left,  Bev. 
Benjamin  Ober  became  the  stated  supply,  and  continaed 
his  labors  until  1850.  On  the  3d  of  December,  1851,  Rev. 
Alrah  C.  Page,  a  graduate  of  Amherst  College  in  1829, 
uiul  a  naLive  of  llawley,  Avas  settled  as  the  pastor  of  the 
church.  He  was  dismissed  in  1853,  and  is  now  located  hi 
Staliord,  Ct.  Mr.  Page  wiis  uidaiiied  as  pastor  of  the 
church  in  Norwich,  in  1835.  His  connection  with  that 
churcU  was  brief.  In  1837,  he  was  setikd  in  that  j)art=  of 
Tyi  iagham  now  covered  by  the  town  of  ^Monterey,  and  left 
there  in  1H.13.  Intermediately  between  this  date  and  that 
of  his  settlement  in  Holland,  he  labored  in  iS'cw  Hamp- 
shire and  at  Pelham,  Mass. 

A  Baptist  Churcli  was  gathered  at  Holland  in  1817. 
The  society  built  a  meeting-house  in  1819,  and  continued 
to  have  preaching,  the  greater  part  of  the  time,  until  18  lb, 
when  the  church  and  society  became  so  small  that  they 
could  not  sustain  a  minister. 

The  territory  of  Holland  was  settled  in  1720.  Among 
the  more  prondnent  names  of  early  settlers,  were  those  of 
Biodgett,  Lyon,  Hollow  ay,  Belknap.  Cram,  Nelson  and 
Bond.  From  the  first,  the  people  of  Holland  have  been 
almost  exclusively  fimners.  G>tton  fabrics,  to  a  small  ex- 
tent^ were  at  one  time  manufactured  there,  but  now  Ihe 
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leading  industrial  interest,  aside  from  farniiiiLi,  is  the  man- 
ufaeture  of  boots  and  shoes.  About  3,0{)0  pairs  of  boots 
ani 10,000  pairs  of  shoes  are  made  annually. 

The  town  is  divided  into  four  school  districts,  and  in 
1854  appropriated  9200  for  school  purposes.  A  small 
fundi  the  donation  to  the  town  for  the  benc^fit  of  schools,  of 
a  Mr*  Hollowaj,  yields  an  annual  interest  of  $13  33.  The 
total  amount  of  money  raised  by  tax  in  1854,  for  all  p«r^ 
posesy  was  $858  90.  The  territory  of  Holland  covers  six- 
teen square  miles.  The  length  of  its  roads  is  32  miles^ 
and  the  number  of  its  ratable  polls,  111.  The  population 
in  1840  was  436 ;  in  1850,  467— increase  in  ten  years,  SL 

HOLYOKE- 

The  new  lowii  of  llolyoke  was  ori^nally  embraced 
within  the  boundaries  ol  old  Sprin<rficld,  and,  at  n  later 
day,  within  tiie  limits  of  West  Sprintrfudd.  On  tli*^  7ih 
of  July,  ITBfi,  the  part  of  West  Sprinjrtieid  now  cmbnu'cd 
in  Holyoke  was  incorporated  as  the  Third  Paris! i  of  West 
Springfield,  and  was  called  "  Ireland,"  and  Ireland  Par- 
ish," from  the  fact  that  several  Irish  families  were  the  first 
settlers  of  the  territory,  though  there  is  no  record  of  the 
date  of  their  settlement.  In  1787,  the  Baptists  commenced 
building  a  meeting  house,  but,  owing  to  the  political 
troubles  of  the  time^  and  to  other  causes,  they  did  not  fin- 
ish it  for  occupation  until  1796,  when  it  became  jointly  the 
m)perty  of  indiyidual  Baptists  and  Gongregattonalists. 
The  first  Congregational  Church  was  organized  on  the  4th 
of  December,  1799,  consistmg  of  nine  male  members.  In 
1825,  it  had  48  members,  and  in  1854,  60  members.  Li 
1812  the  church  edifice  was  extensively  repaired,  and  Ibr' 
many  years  tlie  Baptists  and  Congregationalists  used  the 
cliurcli  in  commoji,  tlie  Baptists  being  in  the  majority,  and 
occupying  the  church  in  the  greatest  |)roportion.  The 
church  of  the  latter  denomination,  liowever.  was  not  or- 
ganized until  October  oth,  18()»^wben  Rev.  Thomas  Rand, 
a  {jradfiate  of  Brown  University  in  the  same  year,  was 
constituted  the  pastor.  Durinn:  the  period  of  Mr.  Rand's 
ministry,  extending  to  a  quarter  of  a  century,  there  were 
added  to  the  church  264  members,  viz :  by  baptism  243, 
by  experience  14,  and  by  letter  7.  During  the  same 
riod,  there  were  dismissed  ftfm  the  chnnSi  62  membon^ 
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18  died,  15  were  excluded  and  two  dropped,  makin^^  1)7, 
This  number  taken  Iruin  \  leaves  ir»7  the  iiunib«  r  of 
members  in  the  church  im  tlie  r>tli  day  of  Octob<'r,  I.Si^S, 
the  close  ol  the  25  yeru's  ot  Mr.  Rand's  niini<trv,  Since 
that  date,  the  chureli  has  been  served  by  eiglit  dili'erent 
pastors  and  several  other  ministers  for  sliort  periodii  m 
follow : — 

'Rev,  Richard  Tag^art,  for  eight  months,  who  baptisad 
two  persons ;  Bev.  L^vid  Pease,  who  preached  as  a  Mp* 
ply  for  several  weeks,  and  baptized  eleven  persons ;  Rev. 
Henry  Arehibald»  &om  Angnst  1830  to  Angast  18d2,  who 
baptised  ten  persons ;  Bev.  Rosea  Howard,  who  preached 
seyeral  weeks,  and  was  ordained  here  to  the  worii  of  mis- 
sionaiy  in  Bnrmah,  April  l.st,  1834  As  the  fruit  of  a 
protracted  meeting  he  iMiptized  22  persons.  He  ^»ent  six- 
teen years  as  teacher  in  Maolmain;  Bev.  Ira  Hall^  settled 
in  Hajy  1885,  and  died  June  2d,  1838,  who  baptised  46 
penons ;  Rev.  Horace  DooUttle,  settled  August,  1838,  and 
dismissed  Mareh^  1842, — having  baptised  21  perw>ns; 
Bev.  Dwight  Ives  who  labored  for  a  time  in  a  protracted 
meeting,  and  baptised  three  persons ;  Bev.  J.  L.  Brown 
irho  served  the  church  as  pastor  from  August  23,  1842,  to 
April  5,  1846 ;  Rev.  Joel  Kenney  who  preached  from  Au- 
gust 1st,  18 IG,  to  May  'J,  1847;  Rev.  Asahel  Chapin  who 
labored  lioni  December  4,  1847,  to  June  17,  1H41L  md 
baptized  twenty-two;  Rev.  ^lark  Carpenter,  the  jncsent 
pastor,  who  was  installed  January  1,  1850,  and  since  his 
connection  with  the  church  has  baptized  five. 

T)uriii£r  the  quarter  of  a  century  since  ^Ir.  ll^ind's  min- 
istry, there  have  been  added  to  the  church  201  members, 
viz:  by  baptism  142,  by  letti  r  .33,  by  experience  3,  and 
by  restoration  3.  Durinjj  tlie  same  })eriod,  there  were  ex- 
cluded from  the  church  20,  died  71,  dropped  IG,  29  left, 
and  145  were  dismissed,  making  2Ga,  which  exceeds  the 
additions  bj  64.  The  church  has  consequently  diminished 
to  the  number  of  102.  The  average  amount  realized  by 
Father  Rand  for  his  salary  was  $220  annuaUy.  He  made 
up  the  deficiency  in  his  income  by  teaching,  and  enltivating 
a  small  fiurm.  Ilis  sueoessm  have  enjoyed  the  use  of  the 
parsonage,  and  $400  a  year.  Of  those  dismsssed  from  this 
drareh^  d5|  (in  Jiily,  1826,)  went  to  foim  the  Baptist 
Onureh  in  Norlfaimptoa.  In  1838,  tfdrtaen  entered  into 
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the  formation  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Chicopee  Falls. 
In  1849,  sixteen  went  to  loim  the  Second  Daptist  Church 
in  Holyoke.  In  1852,  11  joined  the  Baptist  Church  at 
Galena,  111.  In  fact,  the  church  has  ])een  a  kind  of 
"mother  church"  during  its  comparatively  long  history. 

The  Congregational  Church  had  no  settled  pjistor  for 
many  years.  The  first  was  Kev.  Hervey  Smith  of  Gran- 
by,  a  graduate  of  Williams  College  in  1819,  who  was  in- 
stalled as  the  first  piistor  in  1(S;38.  Mr.  Smith's  health 
broke  down  in  a  few  years,  and  he  was  dismissed  in  1840. 
On  the  24th  of  February,  1841,  Rev.  Gideon  Dana,  a 
graduate  of  Brown  University  in  1830,  was  installed  over 
the  church,  and  was  dismissed  May  7,  1B44.  On  the  7th 
of  May,  1846,  Rev.  Simeon  ^Miller,  a  native  of  Ludlow, 
and  a  graduate  of  Amherst  College  in  1 840,  was  ordained 
pastor  of  the  church,  and  still  remains  in  that  office. 

The  town  of  Holyoke^  though  insignificant  in  its  begin*- 
mngs^  has,  within  a  few  years,  assumed  importance  as  the 
seat  of  some  of  the  most  gigantic  industrial  operations  thus 
fkr  entered  into  in  New  Enghind.  The  falls  of  the  Con* 
necticuty  at  South  Hadley^wash  Holyoke  on  their  Western 
side.  Here,  for  many  years,  a  cotton  factory  of  compara- 
tively small  dimensions  was  furnished  with  power  by  the 
diversion  of  a  portion  of  the  waters  of  the  Connecticut 
into  a  canal,  and  while  inferior  water  powers  were  seised 
upon  and  improved  all  over  New  England,  this  fall,  to  the 
extent  of  sixty  feet,  of  the  entire  waters  of  the  largest  of 
New  England  rivers,  was  neglected.  This  was  not  because 
the  eligibility  of  the  power  was  unappreciated,  but  be- 
cause the  work  of  improving  it  was  so  great.  In  1847, 
several  Boston  gentlemen  became  interested  in  the  matter, 
aod  at  the  succeeding  session  of  the  Legislature,  obtained 
an  act  of  incorporation,  with  the  name  of  the  Hadley 
Falls  Company,  "for  tlie  purpose  ui"  constructing  and 
maintaininp:  a  dam  ai  ioss  Connecticut  River,  and  one  or 
more  iuck^  and  canals  in  connection  with  the  said  d?}ni ; 
and  of  creating  a  water  power  to  be  used  by  said  eorjxn  a- 
tion  for  manufacturinir  articles  from  cotton,  wool,  iron, 
wood  and  otlu  r  materials,  and  to  be  sold  or  leased  to  other 
persons  and  corporations,  to  be  used  for  manufacturing  or 
mechanical  purposes,  and  also  for  the  purposes  of  naviga- 
tion."  The  men  named  in  the  act  were  Thomas  H.  Pei>- 
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Vm,  Geof^ee  W.  hywum  sod  Edmnd  Dwigbt  The  cb^ 
kal  stoek  of  tbis  oorponUioii  was  fixed  atS4^000^00»  to  be 
divided  into  shares  of  $500  each,  authority  being  given  to 
bold  real  estate  sot  ezeeediag  in  ralue  $500,000,  exclusive 
of  improvements.  The  new  company  bought  tlic  entire 
property  and  franchise  of  the  « Proprietors  of  iha  Locks 
and  Canals  on  Connecticut  River/*  and  purchased  the  fisli- 
ing  rights  above,  and  1,100  ari  es  of  land,  uu  the  promon- 
iory  described  by  the  bend  of  the  river  opposite  the  lower 
terminus  of  SoutJi  lladley  Canal.  The  first  matter  to  be 
attended  to,  was  the  construction  of  a  (him.  This  was  com- 
pleted in  1848,  and  was  consti'ucted  upon  so  poor  a  plan, 
or  in  so  poor  a  manner,  that  it  was  swept  away  within  a 
few  hours  after  the  gates  were  shut.  In  the  summer  of 
the  company  proceeded  to  tlie  erection  of  the  dam 
which  now  stands — one  of  the  proudest  triumphs  of  art 
over  tlie  powers  of  nature.  The  structure  of  this  dam  is 
thus  described 

Its  length  IB  one  thousand  and  serenteen  feet— about  one 
fifth  of  a  mile.   At  the  ends  are  abutments  of  heaTv  mason* 

ry,  the  amount  in  both  being  nearly  thirteen  thousand  perches. 
Between  these  abutments  it  is  composed  of  heavy  timbers, 
the  smallest  being:  twelve  inches  s(]uaie,  which  are  built  up 
in  such  a  way  as  to  present  on  the  upper  side  a  surface  of 
plank  inclined  at  an  angle  of  21  de^f.  Ary  min.  to  the  water  of 
the  river.  The  timbers  which  cross  the  river  tra.^sve^seIy  nre 
supported  by  other  timberB  at  right  angles  with  them,  which 
are  ammff^  in  a  hundred  and  serenty  seetions.  six  feet 
apart  The  ends  of  these  timbers^  parallel  with  tne  course 
of  the  river,  are  spiked  to  the  solid  rock,  at  the  bottom  of  the 
channeli  with  one-and-a-quarter  inch  iron  bolts,  of  which 
there  are  nearly  three  thousand.  Four  millions  of  feet  of  tim- 
ber are  contained  in  the  structure,  all  of  which,  being  undf»r 
water,  is  protected  from  ffeeay.  Gravel  was  Hlletl  in,  and 
well  pounded  down  at  the  foot  of  the  dam,  which  is  still  fur- 
ther protected  by  the  addition  of  a  mass  of  concrete.  As  the 
timber  work  went  up,  the  whole  foundaUon,  ninety  feet  in 
extent,  and  all  the  open  spaces,  were  packed  solidly  with 
stone  to  the  height  of  ten  perpendicular  feet.  The  planking 
of  the  upper  portion  of  the  dam  was  doubled  to  a  thickness 
of  eighteen  inches  of  solid  timber,  all  tree-nallecl,  spiked,  and 
strongly  bound  together.  The  rolling  top,  or  combing,  was 
then  covered  with  sheets  of  boiler  plate,  placed  side  by  side^ 
and  extending  the  whole  length  of  the  dam.  The  graveling 
ill  the  bad  of  the  river  begins  seventy  feet  above  ttie  dam, 
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and  is  continued  over  thirty  feet  or  more  of  its  sloping  sur- 
face, which  is  ninety*two  feet  in  length  from  the  foot  to  the 
orest  of  the  dam.  During  the  construction  of  the  dam|  the 
water  was  allowed  to  flow  through  gates  in  it  sixteen  by 
eighteen  feet,  of  which  there  were  forty-six  in  all,  when  the 
work  was  finished-  At  twenty-two  minutes  before  one  o'clock^ 
in  the  afternoon  of  October  22,  1849,  the  engineer  gave  the 
si^xnalj  and  h:ilf  of  the  gates  were  closed  ;  another  siiinal  im- 
iiKNliatel}"  followed,  and  the  alternate  iiates  were  also  closed  : 
— tlie  river  ceased  its  flow  until  its  waters,  gradually  collect- 
ing, rose  upon  the  face  of  the  dam,  and  Hnally  fell  in  a  broad 
sheet  over  its  creal." 

This  magnificent  structure  has  witlistood  the  severest 
tests,  and  now,  after  having  supported  the  almost  incalcula- 
ble weight  of  the  greatest  freshet  ever  known  in  the  Connecti- 
cut, shows  in  dry  weather,  by  the  thin  sheet  of  water  that  falls 
along  every  inch  of  the  dam,  that  it  has  settled  in  no  place 
to  an  extent  appreciable  by  the  unassisted  eye.  The  water 
power  acquired  by  this  dam  is  unparalleled  in  America,  if 
in  the  Avorld.  The  fall  is  so  great  as  to  allow  of  the 
water  being  used  twice  by  mills  on  t^vo  dilf'erent  levels,  and 
tlie  canals  have  been  constructed  lor  the  fulfillnn  iil  of  this 
design.  The  water  is  conveyed  into  the  grand  canal  at  the 
Western  end  of  the  dam  l)v  thirteen  cratowavs.  The  sides 
of  the  canal  ai  e  built  of  solid  masonry,  110  feet  apart  at 
the  bottom,  141  I'cct  at  the  to]),  and  designed  to  contain  '22 
feet  in  depth  of  water.  At  a  distance  of  1.013  feet  from 
the  commencement  of  the  main  canal,  the  canal  which  sup- 
plies the  upper  level  of  factories  branches  off,  and  is  de- 
.signed  to  be  continued  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter.  "This 
canal,  for  the  supply  of  the  mills  of  the  upper  level,  is  of 
the  same  dimensions  as  the  canal  leading  from  the  dam  at 
the  point  where  it  diverges  from  it ;  but  the  width  is  grad- 
ually lessened,  at  the  rate  of  one  foot  of  width  for  every 
hundred  feet  of  length,  as  it  continues  Southwardly,  since 
the  quantity  of  water  to  be  conveyed  will  be  diminished 
by  the  consumption  by  the  mills.  It  is  generally  designed 
for  fifteen  feet  depth  of  water.  At  the  extreme  Southern 
end  it  will  be  eighty  feet  wide.  The  water  from  the  upper 
canal,  passing  through  the  mills  of  the  upper  level,  and 
moving  their  machinery,  falls  into  u  race-way  oi  ihn  same 
dimensions  lus  the  canal,  and  running  parallel  with  it  at  a 
distance  of  four  hundred  feet  from  it,  but  on  a  level  twenty 
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feet  below  that  of  the  upprr  ciinal.  By  tliis  race-way  the 
water,  which  h^is  once  been  used  in  tlie  mill;?  on  Uie  upper 
level,  is  brought  back  again  to  a  |>oint  near  the  margni  of 
the  river  ;  whence  it  is  designed  to  be  conve}'e(l  by  the 
lower  canal;  nearly  two  miles  in  length,  along  tlie  bank  of 
the  river,  at  the  distance  of  about  four  hundred  feet  from 
it;  affording  sites  for  another  series  of  mills.  The  water 
from  the  lower  canal,  passing  through  the  milU  on  the  lower 
levol,  fulls  back  directly  into  the  river." 

The  Uadley  Falb  Company  built  two  mills  on  tlie  upper 
level  of  water  power,  with  blocks  of  boarding  housctt 
sufficient  for  the  accommodation  of  employee  The  dimen- 
sions of  these  mills  are  268  feet  in  length  by  CS  feet  in 
width,  each  being  five  stories  high.  No.  1  has  18,432 
spindles  for  Na  14  yam,  and  No.  2  has  30,700  s|jiiidle3  for 
Now  80  yam,  the  two  mills  employing  an  aggregate  of  1,000 
operatives.  The  Hadley  Falls  Company  built  an  immense* 
ly  large  machine  shop,  the  whole  structure  being  448  feet 
in  length,  and  giving  employment  to  upwards  of  300  hands. 
The  foundrv  in  the  rear  of  this  building  is  IGO  feet  bv 
GO,  and  the  blacksmith  ^hop  200  feet  by  48.  Every  variety 
ol  machinery  needed  on  the  spot  is  procurable  at  tliis 
establishment  On  the  first  of  January,  1854.  the  Hadh^y 
Falls  Company  was  divided,  on  a  ba.-i:^  oi'  cunx  (•iiiriice  aiid 
limincial  advantage,  the  two  niiils  becoiniuu  the  i>roperty 
of  a  new  coi-punition,  called  the  Lyman  Mills,  whicli 
al>o  holds  tin;  boarding  houses.  The  remainder  belongs 
to  the  old  company,  which  retains  its  old  name, — tliat  is, 
the  Hadley  Falls  Company  still  own  the  dam,  canale, 
m;ichine  shop,  gas-works,  laudr&c.  The  capital  stock  of 
each  company  is  $l,oOU,UUO. 

The  Hampden  Mills  i:^  the  name  of  a  corjioiatiun,  for 
which  the  Hadley  Falls  Company  l)uilt  a  cotton  mill  on 
contract  in  1853.  The  building  is  11)8  feet  in  length  and 
70  feet  in  width,  with  adjoining  buildings,  having  an 
aggregate  length  of  338  feet.  The  mill  will  run  10,000 
spindles,  and  employ  300  operatives. 

The  Parboxs  Paper  Company  have  just  erected  and 
prepared  a  mill  for  the  manufacture  of  first  class  writing 
papers.  The  main  building  is  IIG  feet  in  length  by  dO 
.  feet  in  ividth,  with  three  stories  besides  the  ba  ( vnent  and 
attioy  and  two  wings,  each  70  feet  long^  respectively  45  and 
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26  feet  in  width.  It  is  one  of  the  most  tlioroughly  built 
mills  in  the  United  States,  and  is  furnished  with  the  best 
and  most  costly  machinery-  The  capital  jjtock  of  the 
company  is  SGU^OOO,  and  tliis  is  to  be  increased.  The 
head  of  this  company,  and  the.  man  from  whom  its  name 
is  derived,  U  J.  C.  Parsons  of  West  Springfield. 

The  Hadley  Falls  C  \iu>  a xd  Wire  Works,  carried 
on  by  Woods  and  BrotJicr,  manulVu  ture  cotton  and  wool 
cards.  As  stock,  they  use  up  annually  6,500  sides  of 
leather,  and  35,000  pounds  of  card  wire,  valued,  in  the 
aggregate,  at  $26,500.  They  employ  nine  hands^  and  pro- 
duce 35,000  square  feet  of  cards  annually. 

N.  Clark  and  Ckimpanj  manufacture  card,  piano-forte 
and  broom  wire,  consuming  annually,  in  the  manufacture, 
80,000  pounds  of  coarse  wire,  valued  at  $10,000.  They 
employ  five  Imnds,  and  have  been  in  operation  two  and  a 
half  years.  The  amount  of  annual  production  is  40,000 
lbs.  card-wire,  6,000  lbs.  piano-forte  wire,  and  84,000  lbs. 
broom  wire,  valued  at  $14,810. 

Edmund  Wbitaker  manufactures  Weaving  Beeds,  pro- 
ducing annually  $1,200  worth.  ^ 

The  arrangements  for  the  supply  of  pure,  soft  water, 
from  the  Connecticut  river,  are  made  upon  a  large  scales 
A  large  reservoir  is  built  upon  the  highest  point  of  land 
in  the  village,  of  the  capacity  of  2,000,000  gallons,  into 
which  the  water  is  forced  by  pumps^  driven  by  water.  The 
water  of  the  reservoir  is  72  feet  above  the  top  of  the  dam, 
and  has  sufficient  head  to  fi>rce  itself  over  the  roof  cf  the 
highest  mills  upcm  the  upper  level.  In  short,  through  the 
agency  of  the  Hadley  Falls  Company,  the  ground  work 
has  been  laid  for  the  great  city,  which,  sooner  or  later, 
must  occupy  Holyoke.  Kotlnrj;^  in  tlie  future  can  be  more 
certain,  than  that  Holyoke  will  becoiue,  under  a  more 
prosperous  and  permanent  phase  of  the  raanui'acturing 
interest  in  this  country,  which  must  ultimately  arrive,  the 
largest  inland  city  of  New  En*vland,  counting  its  thousands 
of  population  by  fifties  if  not  by  hundreds.  The  pr()})li(  cy 
may  not  be  strictly  "  history"  now,  but  it  will  be,  in  good 
time. 

On  the  14tli  of  March,  1850,  the  town  of  Holyoke  was 
incorporated,  (?mbracing  the  entire  Northern  part  of  West  • 
Springfield,  and  the  first  town  meeting  was  held  on  the  22d 
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of  tiMi  s^ne  nMHiih.  On  the  following  tint  of  Ibj,  the 

population  inimbGred  dy71d« 

The  Second  Congregadonal  Chnrch  was  orgamzed  on 
the  24tii  of  Maj,  1849.  On  the  foUowing  20th  of  Sep. 
tenber,  Eev.  Asa  C.  Pieree,  a  natiTe  of  Hinsdale,  mul  a 
gradnateof  Amherst  in  1843,  was  ordained  as  ])astor  of 
the  new  chmidi*  Mr*  Pieroe  resigned,  and  was  dismissod 
June  9tfa,  J851,  and  is  now  pastor  of  the  church  in  ^onli- 
fold,  Ct  Rev.  Richard  Knight,  an  Enrrlishinan,  was  in- 
stalled'Aprfl  20,  1853,  and  still  remains  tluj  ])a.stor.  The 
sodelj  has  built  a  btuutiibl  liouse  of  worship,  and  enjoys 
encouragiii;^  })rospects. 

The  Second  Baptist  Church  wn«?  oiL^anizcd  June  24, 
1849,  with  42  meinbers.  The  lir>L  pastor,  liev.  AFah*-! 
Chapin,  formerly  pastor  of  the  First  Ikiptist  Church,  and 
a  native  of  the  town,  was  a  conptitncnt  member  of  tlie 
church.  He  resigned  on  tlie  first  Sabbath  in  May,  18o2, 
to  accept  an  appointment  from  the  Jlome  Missionary  Soci- 
ety, to  labor  at  Galona,  111.  Rer.  James  French  ^ik  (  i  ed- 
ed  liim,  common cnitf:  bis  labors  on  the  last  Sabbaih  jn  Jan- 
uary, 1853.  Mr.  I'fench  i.s  the  son  of  Kev.  Jonathan 
French,  D.  D.,  of  >»^)rthamf)ton,  N.  IL  The  number  re- 
ceived into  the  ciiureh  {liter  its  constitution,  previous  to  the 
settlement  of  tlie  present  pastor,  was  39;  since  his  settle- 
ment, 49.  TJie  Society  is  now  making  arrangements  to 
erect  a  church  edifice  on  the  comer  of  Crescent  and  Race 
streets,  to  cost  $12,000,  exclasiye  of  land  and  the  house 
fucnitare. 

LOjSGMEADOW. 

Longmeadow  is  one  of  the  cluster  of  towns  originally 
embra^  witfahi  the  territory  of  Springfield.  Tlie  first 
settlement  was  commenoed  about  1644^— eight  years  afler 
the  settlement  of  Springfield, — by  Benjamin  Cooley,  George 
CoHon  (known  in  the  old'  records  as  ^'Quartermaster  (jqV 
ton,")  and  John  Keep.  The  Cooleys,  Coltons  and  Keeps 
of  this  section  of  tiie  country— a  numerous  progeny— are 
all  deseeded  £rom  these  men.  The  first  settlement  was 
on  the  bank  of  the  river,  on  the  **long  meadow^  proper, 
known  at  that  time  by  the  Indian  name  of  Masacksick.  In 
•  1708/ the  settlers,  moved  by  the  fact  that  they  were  in 
danger  of  overflows,  petitioned  for  the  privilege  of  moving 
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back  from  the  river,  and  building  on  the  hill,  half  a  mile 
Eastward.  Their  prayer  was  granted,  and  the  town  voted 
to  give  them  ^  the  land  from  Pccowsic  Brook  to  Enfield 
bounds,  and  from  the  hill  Eastward  of  Long  Meadow,  half 
a  mile  farther  Eastward  into  the  woods."  For  a  peciod  of 
seventy  years,  or  thereabout,  the  people  of  Longmeadow 
held  their  civil  and  church  ri^tions  in  SpringfiekL  The 
locality  slowly  increased  in  population  until  Febi;^aiy  llihy 
171dyirhen,  there  being  about  40  families,  they  were  inoor* 
pointed  as  the  Third  Parieh  of  Springfield.''  The  town 
experienced  serious  tronblea  during  King  Philip's  War,  the 
particiilars  of  which  have  already  been  ieoo«nted»  [YoL 
1,  page  107.] 

In  April  A  the  next  year  after  the  incorporatHm  of  the 
pariah,  the  people  voted  <^to  proceed  in  bnilding  i  meelmg 
house;  and  that  the  said  hcmse  should  be  built  d8  feet 
square,  if  the  timber  already  gotten  would  aUow  it ;  or  if 
the  timber  should  be  too  scant,  to  make  it  something  less.'' 
The  house  was  not  ready  for  oecnpation  before  the  early 
part  of  1716.  In  March,  1/15,  tliey  voted  to  give  a  call 
to  Mr.  Stephen  Williams,  a  son  of  Rev.  John  Wil- 
liams of  Deerfield.  Subsequently  they  agreed  to  give 
him  £200  settlement,  and  £55  sahiry  for  five  years, 
and  then  to  increase  it  by  the  additiun  of  five  pounds  a 
year,  until  it  should  be  raised  to  £70.  Mr.  Williams  ac- 
cepted the  call  and  the  conditions,  and  was  ordained  Oct. 
17,  1716.  Tiie  ordaining  euuncil  brought  together  a  com- 
pany of  venerated  contemporaries  whose  names  will  for- 
ever shine  upon  the  early  records  of  the  region,  viz : — 
Rev.  John  Williams  of  Deerfield,  Rev.  WiHKun  Williams 
of  Ilatiieid,  Rev.  Solomon  Stoddard  of  Northampton,  lie  v. 
Edward  Taylor  of  Westfield,  and  Rev.  Daniel  Br(MV(  r  and 
Rev.  John  Woodbridge  of  Springfield,  the  latter  being  the 
first  pastor  of  the  church  established  on  the  West  side  of 
the  river.  Rev.  Mr.  Williams  of  Hatfield  preached  the 
sermon  on  this  occasion.  IVIr*  Stephen  Williams  was  bom 
at  Deerfield  May  14,  1693,  was  graduated  at  Harvard 
College  in  1713,  taught  school  in  Hadlej  ftr  a  year,  and 
went  to  Longmeadow  Nov.  4, 1714|  to  pre^  as  a  candi- 
date. After  his  settlement,  he  served  as  a  ^haplajwi  in 
three  campaigns  in  the  old  French  and  Indian  waro.  Dart- 
montii  College  bestowed  upon  him  the  degree  of  Dodor  in 
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Divinity,  in  1778.  After  a  long  life  of  great  u^elulne.-s, 
he  died  on  the  lOlli  ot  June,  1782,  in  the  90th  year  of  Uia 
age,  uiul  the  ()tjth  year  of  his  mini?«try.  Rev.  ^fr.  Hrerk 
of  S|>ringlield  preached  limeral  x  riiion.  [Fur  inter- 
esting incidents  of  Mr.  W  illiams*  early  lile,  see  voL  1.  n. 

In  1706,  the  parish  voted  to  build  a  church  56  feet  ia 
length,  and  42  I'eet  in  width.    The  posts  to  Mpport  the 
galleries  were  to  be  25  feet  high.    The  steeple  was  to  be 
14  feet  square  and  54  feet  in  hight.    The  house  ww  Mi  . 
finished  until  three  years  afterwards. 

LoQgmeadow  iuniished  Us  tioops  and  Us  eommaaders 
for  the  French  wars.  Among  the  monttments  in  the  an* 
d&at  graveyard,  there  are  two  wfaieh  respeetivdy  bear  the 
feUowing  inscriptions ; 

In  memory  ol  Ciipl.  Isaac  Coltou,  who  died  Jan  y  23rd 
1767,  in  his  57th  year.  Capt.  I.  Colton  had  a  military  genius, 
commanded  a  ocunpany  at  Loaisbtirg,  in  1745,  was  respeotea 
and  useful  at  home :  was  a  man  of  prayer. — Iml  81 :  8,  'For 
behold  the  Lord  dotk  take  away  the  Captain ' " 

"How  art  thou  fallen  in  the  midst  of  the  battle;  Omrp 
phasant  h<ut  thou  hetnP 

^'In  memory  of  Lieutenant  Nathaniel  Bprt,  who  was  slain 

in  the  mpmorable  battle  of  Lake  George,  Sept.  8th,  1755. 
when  his  Colonel  and  other  brave  otlLcers  fell,  yet  a  sitnial 
victory  wrq  obtained  over  tiie  enemy.  Mr.  Nathaniel  liurt 
was  a  deacon,  of  tiiis  church,  an  exemplary  Christian,  a  man 
of  public  spirit  and  a  good  soldier,  well  beloved  at  home  and 
_  in  ye  arm^.  A  concern  for  pure  religion  caused  his  going 
into  ye  military  senrioe.  He  died  in  his  45th  year.  2  Chron : 
31s  and  25.   '  And  Jeremiah  lamented  over  Joeiah.' 

'  The  death  of  Lieut.  Burt  seem«  to  have  ])een  a  marked 
event  in  the  town.  He  was  the  prominent  man  of  the 
time,  in  Longmeadow,  next  to  the  minister,  Dr.  Williams, 
who  was  at  Lake  George  in  the  capacity  of  chaplain,  while 
his  deacon  was  in  more  dangerous  service.  Dr.  Williams 
wi:ote  the  letter  which  informed  the  people  of  the  death  of 
LienU  Barty  and  it  arrived  on  Sunday  afternoon^  jnst  as 
the  people -were  assembling  for  worship.  The  event,  with 
all  its  in<^dents,  was  celebrated  by  the  local  poet,  Jonathan 
StebbinSi  %  cordwainer  and  scribe,  and  extensively  known 
in  bk  day  as  ^^dark  Stebbins,   7he  poem  was  printed  on 
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a  "  broad-side"  at  the  time,  and  probably  bad  a  laige  cir- 
culation. * 

 ♦  • 

*The  following  extracts  are  from  the  original,  in  Mr* 
Stebbins'  hand  writing : — 

"  When  I  my  weary  limbs  for  rest  reposed, 

And  downy  slumbers  scarce  my  eyea  had  closed, 

Imagination  wild  drest  up  a  scene 

Of  fiighlful  images,  and  wai  between. 

Doleful  Ideas  of  Wounds  and  Blood  and  Death, 

And  Thundering  Cannons'  Roar  and  fiery  breath, 

With  Doleful  Shrieks  and  Groans  of  frienda  and  foes, 

And  Pillars  of  Sulphurious  flame  atose; 

Un intermitted  sound  of  guns  with  spears 

Half  deafened  my  now  all-attentive  Ears. 

Anxious  lo  know  wliat  might  be  the  event, 

To  a  small  distant  Eminence  T  Went, 

When  I  beheld  the  Plain  was  overspread 

Both  with  the  Living,  Wounded  and  the  Dead. 

Commanders  of  each  rank  fell  to  the  ground, 

And  Loyal  soldiers  scattered  all  around. 

O !  then,  Said  I,  my  friend  I  fear  is  fell ! 

He'll  venture  faiy.  I  know  h'is  courage  well. 

Fearless  of  death,  he'll  face  the  Gallic  foe, 

Nor  turn  his  back  upon  the  sword  or  bow ; 

Nor  all  the  tawny  tribe  with  Hellish  Yell 

Shall  daunt  his  Mind  or  Make  His  Courai^e  fail. 

My  mind  oppressed  thus  :  Straight  I  awoke, 

And  the  Wild  Scene  and  painted  vision  broke. 

Yet  the  nocturnal  dream  so  filled  my  mind 

Willi  anxiuus  tear  of  what  was  still  behind, 

That  every  flying  breath  of  Northern  air 

Seemed  to  Enorease,.but  not  allay  my  fear. 

At  length  a  Courier  the  sad  tidings  brought 

Of  a  most  bloody  battle  Lately  fought, 

Between  New  England  Troops  and  Gallic  foe, 

Which  spread  the  Plain  with  a  Promiscuous  woe. 

But  yet  no  certain  Tydings  -we  Could  hear, 

Which  held  us  in  suspense  Twixt  hope  and  fear, 

Until  a  Reverend  Letter  Fast  the  Plain 

With  the  sad,  mournful  news  Brave  Burt^na^  sfain,  • 

Struck  with  Surprize,  the  whole  assembly  stood, 

Drowned  in  silence  and  a  Briny  flood. 

His  Consort  Dear  Just  heard  the  awful  sound,* 

And  sighed*  and  groaned,  and  sunk  unto  the  ground. 

Methought  I  hoard  her  silent  thus  complain : 

'Alas  !  my  joy  is  gone,  my  dear. is  slain ! 

Must  I  no  more  His  Smiling  face  Behold, 
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Since  the  death  of  Dr.  Williams,  a  period  of  time  lias 
elapsed  but  a  little  lonfrer  than  that  during  which  he  ful- 
filled the  office  of  pastor,  and  his  pulpit  has  been  occu[)ipd 
by  six  dilfcrcnt  pastors.  The  first  in  the  succession  was 
Rev.  Richard  Salter  Storrs,  a  graduate  of  Yale  in  1783. 
He  was  ordained  at  Longmeadow  Dec.  17,  178.).  Mr. 
Storrs  discharged  the  daties  of  hU  office  with  moeh  profit 
to  his  people,  and  reputation  to  himself,  for  a  [)oriod  of 
about  thirty-four  years,  or  until  October  3,  1819,  when  he 
sudd^y  diied.  Rev.  Dr.  Osgood  of  Springfield  preached 
his  fbaeral  sermcMi*  His  ministtyy  though  brief  when  com- 
pared  with  that  of  Dr.  WilHaniBy  wm  tog,  eompared  with 
that  of  his  sacoessofs;  and  the  two  oombined '  cover 
about  a  century  of  the  history  of  the  church.  Rev.  Baz*  ' 
ter  DiekinsoDi  a  native  of  Amhersty  and  a  ^^Inate  of 
Tale  in  1817,  succeeded  Mr.  Storrs,  March  5th,  18*23,  and 


Nor  loving  tender  anns  gently  unfold  t 
Nor  one  kmd  word  sweet  look,  nor  soft  embraoe, 
Between  us  now  no  more  forever  pass  V 
#*•###•*# 

No  common  life  was  taken  when  he  fell, 
No  pen  of  mine  his  real  worth  can  tell. 
When  stood  surronndod  with  a  Martial  Baml 
His  mien  Bespoke  him  tit  for  high  command; 
Stately  in  body,  of  a  maidy  form, 
Fit  to  strike  terror,  or  the  passions  warm, 
Facetious,  Plesent,  hinocent  and  Grave, 
tiis  Lightest  airs  showed  something  in  him  brave, 
Aiiy  but  Pmdeny merry  but  not  Light^ 
Qmck  in  discemmg  and  in  judging  Right, 
Where  he  engaged,  w^as  faithful  to  his  trust, 
In  Reasoning  Cool,  Strong,  Temperate  and  just, 
No  friend  to  Slander,  a  sworn  foe  to  Spiijjlit, 
Nor  quarrelsome,  but  strong  enounh  to  fijzht 

"  Wherever  he  was  intimately  known, 
His  Gifts  and  Graces  eminently  shown ; 
View  him  in  his  Domestick  Life,  and  Care- 
Perhaps  he  shown  as  Bright  a§  any  Where. 

The  muse  is  not  so  blind  but  she  can  see 
He  was  not  from  all  imperfection  free, 
But  must  Beg  Leave  most  humbly  to  Deolare 
That  suck  united  virtaes  are  but  rare." 
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was  dismissed  October  20,  1829.    Dr.  Dickuitoii  iB  now 

one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  American  and  Foreign  Chris- 
tian Union.  Rev.  Jonathan  B.  Condit  of  Hanover,  N. 
succeeded  him,  was  dismissed  Oct.  4,  18o5,  tmd  was  fol- 
lowed by  Rev.  Hubbard  Beebe  of  Richmond,  a  graduate 
of  Williams  College  in  1833,  who  was  ordained  Oct.  18, 
1837,  and  dismissed  March  21,  1843.  Rev.  Samuel  Wol- 
cott,  for  a  few  years  previously  engaged  as  a  missionary, 
by  the  American  Board  of  Comuii-  ioners  for  Foreign  Mis- 
sions, was  ordained  as  pastor  of  the  Church  in  Longmead- 
ow  in  1843,  from  which  he  was  dismissed  Der.  *i7,  1847. 
Rev.  John  W.  Harding,  the  son  of  liev.  Scwall  ii;inlins^, 
of  Waltham,  and  a  graduate  of  Yale  in  1845,  is  the  pres- 
•  ent  pastor  of  the  church,  whose  membership  is  183. 

A  Coi^regational  Chnrcli  was  organized  ki  East  Long- 
meadow  on  the  22d  of  April,  1829.  The  first  pastor  was 
Rev.  Calvin  Foote,  who  wscs  installed  April  15,  1831,  and 
dismissed  July  8,  1835.  He  was  followed  by  Rev.  Martin 
Tupper  of  Stafford,  Ct.,  a  gradoate  of  Nassau  Hall  in 
1826.  Rev.  WUliam  E.  Dixon  of  Enfield,  Ct,  a  graduate 
of  Williams  College  in  1833,  was  installed  over  this  church 
on  the  14th  of  October,  1852.  The  church  has  105  mem- 
bers, and  a  Sabbath  School  numbering  72* 

The  mantifacture  of  buttons  was  commenced  in  Long- 
meadow  in  the  Spring  of  1848,  upon  a  small  capital,  bj 
Dimond  Chandler.  Iq  1849,  Nelson  G.  Newell  and  hiis 
brother,  Samuel  IL  Newell,  became  connected  with  Mr. 
Chandler  as  partners,  and  the  business  was  continued  un- 
der the  firm  of  D.  Chandler  &  Co.  The  business  grad- 
ually increased  until  1854,  when  it  amounted  to  $50,000 
per  annum,  and  gave  employment,  when  in  IVill  operation, 
to  40  liands.  The  concern  manufactures  400  gi-oss  of  but- 
tons per  diem,  cutting  for  their  covers  100  }  ards  of  cloth, 
costing  from  2(')  cents  to  S3  a  yard.  The  annual  cost  of 
stock  is  S25,000. 

In  1838,  the  manufacture  of  gold -'Spectacles  and  gold 
and  silver  thimbles  was  commenced  by  Diniond  Chandler, 
who  gradually  increased  his  business  until  its  yearly 
amount  was  from  $15,000  to  $20,000.  He  continued  the 
business  until  1847,  wlien  he  sold  out  to  Jacob  Colton  and- 
Gilson  D.  llollister.  There  are  now  four  establishments 
where  gold  and  silver  gpectacks  ^rc  manufactured.  Sum- 
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Ber  W.  Gates  empbjs  nine  or  ten  bancb,  and  produces 
aiboQt  $15,000  worth  annually.  Messrs.  Ferry  &  Colton 
have  reoently  commenced  the  bosinessy  with  lumds  snffi- 
eient  to  produce  about  t8,000  worth  annnidlj.  Samuel 
Bnrbank  has- also  recently  commenced  the  business:,  and 
prodooes  about  the  same  amount  p<»r  annum.  Jacob  Col- 
ton is  now  the  only  one  who  is  iiKuiuructuring  gold  and  sil- 
ver tliimbh's,  in  connection  wilh  ^^pectacles,  and  h  engaged 
in  a  verv  -uocessful  businef^s. 

In  18.31,  the  school  house  in  the  center  of  the  i»lace, 
known  as  the  "  first  district  school  lion-e,"  vfsm  burnt.  In 
the  autumn  of  1<S.>;;,  a  new  one  Wii>  Km'lt,  at  a  cosi,  (with 
tiiu  lot)  of  5?o,000,  At  tlie  same  tinic,  ;i  new  el!n])el  was 
built  for  the  lir.>t  church,  nt  ti  cost  of  <-.;,i  )f  H)^  which  is  said 
to  i  M*  tlie  besfe  chapel  in  the  county.  Lon;^nieadow  has  be- 
come the  residence,  within  tlie  last  twelve  years,  of  a  con- 
siderable number  of  men  of  wealth  and  leisure,  an<l  is 
largely  represented  abroad,  in  the  world  of  letters,  by 
names  of  which  she  may  well  be  proud.  The  Coltons  all 
(tfiginated  in  Longmeadow. 

The  amount  appropriated  for  schools  in  Longmeadow, 
for  1854,  was  Sl,502  ;  amount  of  town  tax  $2,78  i.  The 
population  of  the  town  in  1840  was  1,266 ;  in  1850, 1323 ; 
increase  in  ten  years,  57. 

LUDLOW. 

Lndlow  was  originally  a  part  of  Springfield,  and  its  set- 
tlement  was  commenced  about  1750.  The  names  of  the 
settlers  were  Aaron  Colton,  James  Sheldon,  Shem  Chapin, 
Benjamin  Bikes,  Gapt.  Joseph  Miller,  and  Ebenezer  Bar- 
ber. These  men  belonged  mostly  in  Springfield,  and  when 
they  settled,  only  removed  to  the  outskirts  of  Springfield. 
Capt.  Miller  entered  upon  the  territory  in  175J1,  and  settled 
upon  the  banks  of  the  Chicopee  River,  where  his  descend- 
ants still  reside.  Kbenezer  liarbcr  settled  in  1756,  on  the 
place  at  present  occupied  l)y  David  L.  Atchison.  Joshua 
Fuller  settled  in  17G7,  on  what  has  been  known  as  the 
Dorman  place,  adjoining  the  farm  of  Simeon  Jones. 

When  the  inhabitants  had  increased  to  200,  or  t]()0,  they 
were,  at  their  ur^rent  request,  incorporated  as  a  district, 
Feb.  28,  1774.  The  locality  was  known  as  "  Stony  Hill'* 
originally,  and  took  the  name  of  Ludlow,  upon  its  incorpo^ 
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ration  as  a  district.  So  rude  was  the  country  at  that  time, 
that  the  oldest  in1i;\l)it;nits  of  the  town  remember  wheu 
nearly  all  its  present  roads  were  built. 

The  Chicopee  River  forms  the  Southern  boundary  of  the 
town^  and,  in  its  course  of  three  or  four  miles,  presents 
several  excellent  water  privileges.  The  largest  of  these  is 
at  the  falls  of  WaUamanumps.  The  water  here  descends 
12  feet  in  a  distance  of  100  rods,  and  tlie  falls,  with  their 
wild  and  precipitous  banks,  foim  some  of  the  finest  scenery 
on  the  river.  These  places  were  favorite  resorts  of  the 
Indians,  and  the  relics  of  their  rode  agriculture  and  savage 
war&ure  may  be  found,  almost  at  any  time^  in  the  immediate 
vicinity.  Just  below  the  falls  of  WaUamanumps,  the  river, 
in  its  tortuous  course,  forms  a  peninsula  of  a  few  acres  of 
woodland,  elevated  about  seventy-five  feet  ab«ve  the  water, 
the  extremity  of.  which  has  always  beei;!  known  by  the 
name  of  "  Indian  Leap."  The  story  (entirely  legendary) 
is  that  a  party  of  Indians,  being  surprised  in  this  secluded 
spot,  by  their  enemies,  and  finding  no  way  of  escape,  leaped 
over  the  precipice,  and  perished  in  the  foaming  stream  and 
among  the  rocks  below.  Here,  too,  upon  this  peninsula,  is 
supposed  to  ha\  e  been  the  encampment  of  the  600  Indians 
wild  l)iirnt  Springfield,  the  night  succeeding  that  event,  and 
where  those  who  went  after  them  "  found  twenty-four  fires 
and  some  plunder."  [vSee  Outline  History — vol.  1,  p.  07.] 
The  abrupt  extremity  of  tljis  strip  of  land  is  composed  of 
red  sandstone,  large  quantities  of  which  have  been  quarried 
by  the  Indian  Orchard  corporations. 

The  first  district  meeting  in  Ludlow  was  held  in  March» 
1774,  at  the  dwelling  house  of  xibner  Hitchcock,  near 
where  Simeon  Tease  now  lives.  The  first  business  of  the 
organization  was  to  secure  the  scr\  ices  of  a  minister  of  the 
G^pel.  Pleasures  were  also  taken  to  find  the  middle  of 
the  district,  for  the  purpose  of  locating  a  meeting  house, — 
an  edifice  which  was  not  erected  until  1783.  It  stood  a  few 
rods  East  of  the  present  Congregational  house  o£  worship, 
and  was  greeted  at  a  cost  of  $1^00,  exclusive  of  many  of 
the  materials,  and  mudi  of  the  labor,  furnished  gratuitously 
by  the  inhabitants.  This  meeting  bouse  was  oocupiedasa 
place  of  worship  until  1841, — a  period  of  nearly  sixty 
years,  when  it  was  removed  a  few  rods '  Northward,  where 
it  now  stands,  being  used  mostly  for  town  business.  The 
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present  commodioas  house  was  erectc<l  in  iH4i\  at  on  ex- 
pense of  $4^000,  was  dedicated  Jan.  20, 1 841 ,  h  the  propertj 
of  the  Congregational  Society,  and  wan  built  by  volnntaiy 
ecmtnbatioiis. 

ThoQgh  an  infant  corporation,  Ludlow  was  as  actively 
engaged  in  the  Revolutionary  cause  as  its  neighbors.  The 
expenses  of  the  district,  the  first  year,  were  £82, — £20  of 
which  was  expended  in  the  purchase  of  ammunition.  ,The^ 
Oimmittee  of  Correspondence  and  Safety  wai  composed 
of  Aaron  Bang,  Oliver  Chapin,  Joshua  Fuller,  Ja^eph  Mil- 
ler and  Joseph  Hitchcock.    Capt  Joseph  Miller,  one  of  this 
committee,  was  chosen  to  represent  the  town  in  tbi>  {iru- 
vineial  Assembly  at  Concord,  and  served  the  town  for  sever- 
al years  as  its  representative  in  the  provincial  Conpres.-its 
and  the  General  Court.    Some  of  those  who  served  in  the 
army  are  incidentally  iiimitd  in  the  vote,    tii  pay  Serjj. 
John  Joiiiison,  Serg.  Ezekiel  Kiilh  r,  Saninel  S«  raiiion  and 
Samuel  Warriner,  dr.,  £  1 2,  .-ilvcr  money,  for  .-ervicc^^  in 
the  army  ;  also  XG  to  doscph  llitclicork.  for  the  same  par- 
pose."    Many  others  are  known  to  lja\  ('  served,  thon^rH  the 
population  at  that  time  was  oniv  alM)nt  The  Ibilo wing 

are  samples  of  votes  passed  at  this  period : 

Voted  to  raise  the  sum  of  $11,500  to  purohase  grain  to 
pay  the  three  and  six-months  soldiers^  in  addition  to  their  State 
wages;  aJso  to  raise  £6,343  IDs.  to  purehase  beef  for  the 
State. — Voted  to  raise  a  sum  of  money  suiheient  to  buy  heef, 
shoes,  stockings,  shirts  and  blankets  for  the  soldiers." 

"  Voted  to  instruct  the  buiUlin;^  committee  to  procure  a  suf- 
fieient  quantity  of  rum  to  raise  the  meetiag  iiouse.'' 

The  meaning  of  the  following  vote,  passed  in**  1789,  is 
not  obvioub,  and  it  will  ibrm  a  pleasant  riddle,  of  local  in- 
terest : 

^  Voted  that  the  following  persons,  be  allowed  to  spend  their 
money  to  the  best  advantage,  viz. :  Jonathan  Bartlett,  Jonathan 
Barllett.Jun.,  Timothy  Root,  Joseph  Brooks,  Joseph  Brooke.  Jr., 
and  Thaddeus  Brooks.  Aiso^at  the  folJowing  pensons  mi^^iit 
spend  their  money  by  themselves,  viz. :  Nathan  Munger, 
Joshua  Clark,  £benezerClark,  andothers  in  that  neighborhood. 

The  first  Congregational  Chnrch  in  Ludlow  was  organ 
ised  in  1789.    Publie  worship  had>  in  the  meantime^  been  |^ 
maintained  since  the  inccM^ration  of  the  district.  Fieviona 
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to  tlic  bnii'linfr  of  the  meeting  house,  religious  meeting 
vinvp  held  at  James  Kendall's  dwelling,  situated  several 
rods  South  of  where  Roger  Chandler  now  lives,  and  ocoa- 
sionuliy  at  Samuel  ScraiUuu'ti^  in  the  East  part  of  the 
town. 

The  original  luimljer  of  ciiureh  iu(  iul)ers  was  .^mall, 
probably  less  than  titieeii,  which,  in  a  lew  years  was  reduct d 
one-half;  Jind  for  twenty-five  yeai^s  there  were  but  f<i;w 
additions.  The  first  pastor  was  Kev.  Antipas  Steward, 
who  was  ordained  Nov.  27,  1793 ;  the  town  agreeing  to 
pay  him  S200  and  30  cords  of  wood  annnally.  He  was  a 
native  of  Marlboro',  a  graduate  of  Harvard  in  1760,  >vas 
dismissed  in  1808,  and  died  in  Belcfaertown  March  15, 
1814,  at  the  age  of  80.  Many  anecdotes  are  still  related 
of  himi  illostrative  of  his  peculiarities,  both  in  and  oat  of 
the  pulpit.  Mr,  Steward  had  no  regular  suooessor  nnlii 
Dec.  8, 1819,  when  Rev.Ebenezer  B.  Wright  was  ordained. 
Among  those  of  different  denominations  who  supplied, 
meantime,  were  Rev.  Alexander  McLean  and  Bishop 
Hedding.  Mr.  Wright  was  a  native  of  Westhampton,  azul 
a  graduate  of  Williams  College  in  1814.  In  consequence 
of  his  impaired,  health,  a  colleague.  Rev.  David  Austin, 
was  ordained  May  1, 1833.  In  October,  1835,  Mr.  Wright 
was  dismissed,  and  during  the  same  autiinnn  Mr.  Austin 
was  dismissed,  to  become  prineijcd  ot"  ^Moiisou  Academy. 
He  now  resides  in  Nurwalk,  Ct.  Hex.  Alunzo  Sanderson 
was  ordained  in  his  i)laee,  Jan,  2,  1831).  lie  was  a  native 
of  Whately,  and  a  grachiate  of  Amherst  in  1834.  He 
was  dismissed  in  Mareli,  J  8 18,  and  was  succeeded  by  Rev. 
J.  W.  Tnck,  who  was  ordained  Sept.  G,  1843,  on  wliieh 
occasion  llev.  Dr.  Tyler  of  East  Windsor  TJieological 
Seniinaiy  preached  the  sermon,  Mr.  Tuck  is  a  native  of 
Kri)>iiin;ton,  N.  H..  a  ^irraduate  of  Amherst  in  18  10,  stud- 
ied ilaology  at  Andovor  and  East  Windsor,  and  still 
remains  in  oflice.  The  eliurch  now  numbers  150  members. 
Its  deaeons  have  been  Jonathan  Bartlett,  Lemuel  Keyes, 
Jonathan  Clough,  David  Lyoil^  Job  Pease,  Stephen  Jones, 
Benjamin  Sikes,  Oliver  Dntton,  Josepli  :\riller,  Ashbel 
Burr,  Alva  Sikes,  Elisha  T.  Parsons,  Oshea  Walker. 

At  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  church,  the  first 
church  in  Springfield  presented  it  w^ith  a  comnranion  ser- 
vice of  pewter,  on  which  was  marked  ^  J^^ngfUU  lH  tk. 
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1742."  The  Ludlow  ch un  n  used  it  until  184C,  when  a 
bequest  of  875  from  AI)iut  (  udy  enabled  them  to  r-i in- 
stitute new  iuiiiiiure  in  iis  phice.  The  old  service  is  iitiil 
kept  as  aa  invaluable  relic  of  tlie  pa*t. 

At  the  incorporation  of  the  town,  a  titrip  of  land  run- 
ning through  it,  from  East  to  West,  was  reserved  for 
the  support  of  the  ministry.  About  IbO  t,  fliis  land  was 
sold  for  i*52,265.  This  sum  was  subsequently  increased  to 
S2,5U(>,  tlie  interest  of  which  is  annually  appropriated  to 
the  preaching  of  the  goepeL  The  Fust  Congregational 
Parish  came  iato  exclusive  and  undlH}>utcd  possession  of 
tlftese  fbnds  in  1837,  ailera  protracted  lawsuit  with  the 
town,  which  sought  for  poMession  of  the  fiuids,  to  deTote 
to  secular  purposes. 

The  Second  Congregational  Church  in  Ludlow  is  locat(rd 
at  JencksTille,  a  raanufactoring  village.  It  was  organuiad 
Jiu)e  24  1847,  by  persons  mostly  irom  the  first  churchy 
numbering  28.  Hey.  Wm.  Hall,  Jr.  of  New  York  was 
ofdaiaed  as  tbe  first  pastor,  Jan.  20,  1848,  but,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  fiiilure  of  the  manufacturing  company  on 
which  the  village  was  dependent,  and  tlie  suspension  of  all  • 
business,  he  .resigned  the  same  year.  The  church  has 
been  very  much  reduced  by  removals,  and  no  otlicr  pastor 
has  been  settled.  Reorular  worship  has  been  nuiintained, 
however,  dui'ing  the  greater  part  of  ilic  liiiie. 

The  meeting  house  at  Jencksville  was  built  by  the  niau- 
ufaetu ring  company,  as  a  union  house,  mid  iU  <li»  aied  Dec. 
25,1845.  Durinjr  the  first  year,  it  was  oeeui'i<'«!  <.  .\chi- 
sively  by  the  MeLhodist  So(  iety.  Afterward>,  being  un- 
willing to  share  the  hon^e  with  the  Congregationali>ts.  or 
preierring  to  have  a  house  which  they  eonld  call  their  ow  n, 
they  built  tltr-  second  Methodist  meeting  house  which  they 
have  since  occupied. 

Rev.  D.  D.  Fisk,  of  Wilbrnham,  was  one  of  the  tirst 
Methodist  ministers  who  preached  in  Ludlow.  J  he  hh  ss- 
ing  that  attended  his  labors  led  to  the  organization  <•!'  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  there,  in  the  spring  of  lb27. 
Rer.  Isaac  Jenison  succeeded  him,  aud  being  a  carpenter 
as  well  as  preacher,  assisted  the  church  in  the  erection  of 
tbe  present  meeting  house.  Since  Mr.  Jenison,  the  fc^ow** 
ing  preachers  have  been  appointed  to  the  station,  or  ei»-  ^ 
fdoyed  by  the  churcb,  mentimied  jn  the  order  of  their  suo- 
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cession :  Rev.  Messrs.  A.  Wait,  Samuel  Davis,  Salmon 
Hull,  C.  D.  Rogers,  Amaaa  Taylor,  Philo  Hawks,  C.  Vir- 
gin, James  Nicliols,  Campbell,  J.  W.  Dadman,  (in 

1842,)  Wm.  Clapp,  (in  1843,)  Fieming,  (in  1844,) 

Asa  Barnes,  (in  1845,)  Epliraim  Scott,  (in  1846,)  L.  B. 
Clark,  (in  1847,)  John  Cadwell,  (in  I  S  IS  and  1840.)  In 
1850,  1{(  V.  Wm.  R.  Stone  was  appointed  bj  the  Kew 
England  Conference  to  this  church,  but  his  presiding  elder 
changed  his  appointment,  and  his  place  was  filled  two 
years  by  Mr.  IStoddard.  Rev.  James  Mo  wry  followed  Mr. 
Stoddard  two  years.  In  1854,  Rev.  Kinsman  Atkinson 
was  appointed  to  this  station,  where  he  now  labors.  The 
church  numbers  sixty-five  members.  The  Sabbath  School 
numbers  58. 

The  physicians  of  Ludlow  have  been  Drs.  Miller,  Per* 
cival,  Trask,  Wood,  Ellis,  Elijah  Caswell,  R.  G-  W.  Eng- 
lish and  W.  B.  Alden,  the  latter  of  whom  is  the  principal 
resident  physician  at  the  present  time. 

The  inhabitants  are  mostly  devoted  to  agriculture.  In 
the  innter,  many  of  them  are  engaged  in  cutting  vood^ 
and  transporting  it  to  market.  About  3,000  cords  are  thus 
disposed  of,  while  as  many  grow  annnally.  There  are 
four  saw  toOls  in  town,  three  grist  mills,  and  two  sash  and 
blind  ftctories.  It  is  estimated  that  the  eewing  done  by 
females,  in  the  manufiusture  of  stockinet  into  diuwers  and 
undeisldrts,  amounted  to  $2,500  during  1854  This  busi- 
ness is  caiiried  on  principally  under  the  superintcoidenee  of 
Mrs.  Dr.  Alden. 

The  cotton  manufacture  was  carried  on  largely  in  former 
days  Tit  Jeneksvillc.  The  village  derived  its  name  iioni 
Benjamin  Jencks,  the  agent  of  the  niiinufacturing  corpora- 
tion, \v  I  lich  received  its  charter  as  early  as  1811.  From 
this  date  until  1821,  the  company  (li<l  a  limited  business  in 
the  manuiacture  of  cotton  warps,  which  were  sent  into 
families  to  be  made  into  cloth,  with  woolen  "  filling."  The 
individuals  named  in  the  act  ot  incorporation  were  Benjar 
min  Jencks,  Washington  Jencks,  and  Joseph  Bncklin,  and 
they  seem  to  have  carried  on  business  at  first  more  as  part- 
ners than  as  a  corporation.  On  the  31st  of  December, 
1821,  the  proprietors  met  and  organized,  according  to  the 
act  of  incorporation,  as  the  Springfield  Manufacturing 
Company.   This  company  carried  on  a  laige  buainfiss  m 
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ikm  Mwoftetm  of  entton  goods  imtil  July  14, 1848,  when 
it  &lled  for  a  large  amount.  The  milb  have  stood  nearly 
idle  ever  since,  though  the  mortgagees  luivn  rcci  ntly 
revived  business  in  them  to  some  extent.  Jacoh  S.  l>;ii<iii 
is  the  owner  ol  a  uiiil  in  the  South- Western  part  uf  the 
town,  in  wliich  wool  is  carded,  and  ^satinet  maniit'actured. 

Ivudluw  has  been  noted  lor  the  longevity  ol  iis  inhabi- 
tants. In  1848,  there  were  22  persons  in  the  town  over 
80  years  of  age,  and  six  over  90.  'l\vo  ])ersoiis  have  died 
within  three  years,  of  tin*  n^res  respective ly  of  \\7  mnl 

Two  hundred  weekly  i  M  w-papers  are  taken  in  Ihetowiiy 
75  of  whieh  are  strictly  religious. 

The  Ibl lowing  Congregational  clergymen  have  originated 
in  Lndlow :  Kev.  Grin  Sikes,  settled  successivelv  in  Mer- 
cer,  Me.,  and  Bedford,  where  he  died  in  1852 ;  licv. 
Chauncey  D.  Rice,  settled  successively  at  Granby,  and 
Hmt  Douglas,  Ct.  ;*Rev.  Simeon  Miller,  a  graduate  of 
Amlierst  in  1840,  settled  at  Holyoke;  Ber*  D.  B«  Jones, 
now  settled  at  Kltehie,  Ya. 

Hon.  Gilbert  Fillsbury,  at  present  a  jrepowseiitative  of 
Hampden  County  in  the  State  Senate,  is  a  resident  of  Lnd- 
krw.  He  is  a  gradaato  of  Dartmouth  OoUege^  and  was 
for  seTeral  years  distingnished  as  a  teaoher* 

The  town  contains  ten  school  districts;  school  money 
nused  in  1654,  $800;  no  groggery,  and  no  lawyer; 
justices  of  the  peace,  E.  T.  Parsons,  George  Booth, 
Ghazles  Alden,  EliM.  Smith,  John  P.  Hubbard;  tax  for 
all  purposes  in  1854,  $3,707  08 ;  town  debt,  $840  ;  square 
mfles  of  territory,  24.  Population  in  1840, 1,365 ;  in  ^850, 
1,140  ;  decrease  in  ten  years,  (owing  to  cessation  of  man- 
uiacturing  operation^,)  225. 

MONSON. 

Monson  was  originally  a  portion  of  Brimfield,  and  the 
earliest  history  of  its  territory  will  be  ibund  fully  given 
under  the  sketch  of  that  town.  The  lirst  settlement  in  the 
Eastera  part  of  the  pn  -rnr  territory  of  Hamj)den  County 
wa??  made  in  iSlonson,  l>y  Kichard  Fellows.  His  jdaee  of 
residence  was  on  the  larni  now  owned  l)y  IMajor  Morgan. 
The  General  Court  granted  him  2U0  aeres  of  land,  on  con- 
dition that  he  would  keep  a  house  of  entertainment  for 
travelm  between  Springfiekl  and  Bxookiield.  The  road 
g* 
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then  lay  South  of  the  Ciiicopee  river,  Mr,  Fellows  lived 
on  t!ie  place  but  a  short  time,  when  he  returned  tu  Spring- 
field, probably  through  fear  of  the  Indians,  as  some  farm- 
ing tools,  which  it  is  supi  oscdhc  buried,  were  found  many 
years  afterwards  in  ploughing  a  field  which  heloiiL^ed  to 
the  farm.  Though  lie  did  not  fulfill  the  condhions  of  his 
grant,  yet  he  held  and  sold  the  land  which  subsequently 
eame  into  the  possession  of  Grovernor  Hutchinson's  family. 
About  one-ninth  of  the  prc^rietors  of  Brimfield  settled  on 
the  presenji  territory  of  Monson.  The  first  settlers  were 
Samuel  King,  Benjamin  Munn,  John  Keep,  John  Atchin- 
son,  Robert  Olds,  Mark  Ferry,  Daniel  KillAmj  Qbadiah 
Coolej  and  Samuel  Kilborn.  These  all  came  from  the 
'  riTer  towns,  and  thej  were  follow^  by  several  other  pn>> 
prietors  soon  afterwards.  The  permanent  settlement  com- 
menoed  as  early  as  1715,  and  the  population  gradually 
increased  until  1760,  when,  on  the  25th  of  April,  it  was 
incorporated  as  a  district  of  Brimfield.  Governor  Fownal 
bestowed  upon  Monson  its  name*  At  this  time,  Monson 
contained  49  fomilies.  In  the  month  of  August,  following 
the  incorporation,  a  district  meeting  was  heM,  At  which 
the  necessary  offiom  were  chosen,  and  a  day  of  fasting 
and  prayer  appointed.  A  civil  and  religious  community 
commenoing  its  existence  in  such  a  manner,  could  not  fail 
to  be  prospered  and  blessed.  Among  the  first  acts  of  the 
new  corporation  was  one  to  make  provision  for  the  public 
and  stated  worship  of  God.  In  1761,  they  bejran  to  make 
arrangements  for  building  a  UKieting  house.  Tiie  land  on 
which  the  church  was  built,  in  the  center  of  the  district, 
was  purchased  of  Col.  Jonathan  Dwight  of  Springfield, 
and  Simeon  Dwight  of  Warren,  (then  Western.)  The 
church  was  finished,  so  that  the  ordaining  services  of  the 
first  pastor  were  held  in  it,  June  23d,  1762.  At  that  time, 
the  whole  number  of  inhabitants  did  not  exceed  350. 
Previous  to  this,  they  had  employed  candidates,  and  held 
public  worship  in  private  houses.  Among  their  candidates 
was  Simeon  Strong,  afterwards  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  State.  To  aid  them  in  building 
their  meeting  house,  the  General  Court  granted  them  lib- 
erty to  assess  a  tax  of  two  pence  an  acre  on  all  the  land 
in  the  district,  for  two  years.  This  house  stood  until  1803, 
When  it  was  demolished,  and  a  new  one  erected,  which  is 
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8tiil  occupied  by  tho  Coii.rreprattonal  Sociefr.  No  otl»^*r 
organized  rcliprious  i*  ty  f'xi^tod  in  townuDiil  1798.  In 
that  year  persons  comprising  tiie  Firet  Baptist  Societj 
were  set  off." 

The  Congregational  Chiircli  in  Moiisf)n  was  or^.'-anized 
J^une  23, 1762.    It  consisted  of  twelve  male  and  about  the 
same  number  of  female  members.    The  names  of  the  male 
members  were  Thomas  Stebbins,  Josiah  Keep^  Samuel 
King,  Benjamin  Munn,  Josiah  Blissy  James  Grow,  Joseph 
Craft,  Jo^oph  Colton,  John  Davidson,  Nathaniel  Bogera, 
Nathaniel  Munn,  David  Warren*    They  were  all  members 
of  other  churches — the  largest  number  being  from  Brim* 
fieldy  where  they  had  previouslj  attended  meeting,  and  ear- 
ned their  dead  for  buriaL   On  the  day  of  the  or^miiation 
of  the  chureh,  the  Coancil  ordained  the  first  pastor,  Rev. 
Abishai  Sabin.   Mr.  Sabin  was  a  native  of  Pomfret,  Ct^ 
and  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1759.    He  was  dis* 
missed  on  account  of  ill  health,  July,  177  !•   He  died  in 
Pom6ret,  1782.   He  was  succeeded  on  the  2dd  of  Jnne^ 
1773,  by  Rev,  Jesse  Ives,  a  native  of  Meridcn,  Ct.,  and  a 
graduate  of  Yale  College  in  1758.    He  remained  in  ofllce 
32  years  and  a  half,  or  until  December  31,  1805,  when  he 
died,  at  the  age  of  71.    Rev.  Alfnnl  Ely,  D.  I).,  a  native 
of  West  Springfield,  and  a  graduate  of  New  Jersey  Col- 
'lege  in  1804,  was  ordained  over  the  church  in  ^lonson, 
Dec.  17,  1806.    Dr.  Ely  if^  still  the  geninr  pastor  of  the 
chureh.     August  2d,  184.'i,  Uev.  SaTnn<  l  V.  Hartlett  of 
Salisbury,  N.  II.,  a  grnHnat*^  of  Dariuiouth  College  in 
1836,  was  settled  as  colh  ;  -  !!  •  pastor  witli  Dr.  Ely.    Api  il 
7,  1846,  he  was  dismissed,  having  acce  pted  an  appointment 
to  a  professorship  in   Westeni  Reserve  College.  IVfr. 
Bartlett  is  now  settled  at  Manchester,  N.  IT.  Rev.  CharU  > 
B.  Kittredge  of  Mount  Vernon,  N.  H.,  a  gniduate  of 
Dartmouth  College  in  182^^,  succeeded  Mr.  Bartlett  a« 
colleague  pastor,  Oct.  21, 1846,  and  was  dismissed  in  June, 
1863.    During  his  ministr}^  which  continued  about  seven 
years,  the  additions  to  the  church  were  59.  In  the  interval 
between  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Bartlett  and  the  installation 
of  Mr.  Kittredge,  18  were  admitted  to  the  churcli  by  Dr. 
Ely,  who,  since  his  ordinatkm,  has  officiated  as  sole  pastor 
of  the  church  for  about  87  years.   His  connection  wiA 
the  church  for  htH  9  century  neede  hat  a  year  or  two  of 
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completion.  Wkea  he  was  orduoed,  tbeehnroh  coiwiited 
of  111  members,  and  under  his  aetiTe  pafilorate,  815  per^ 

sons  were  received  into  the  church. 

A  iMethodist  Episcopiil  („  liurch  was  organized  in  Mod- 
son  in  1825,  numburiiig  eiglit  or  ten  members,  and  meeting 
for  tlio  lirst  few  years  of  its  existence  in  school  or  private 
1  louses,  without  stated  ministrations  of  the  Gospel.  In 
1831,  a  small  mectiiifr  Itinise  was  erected,  about  a  mile  frpm 
the  village,  but  the  church  was  still  unable  to  sustain  a  sta- 
tioned preacher.  In  1850,  the  society  erected  a  larger  and 
better  ln>usc  of  worship,  smce  Avhich  time  tlie  cluirch  has 
largely  increased.  The  pre-^ont  membership  is  about  80. 
Since  it  became  a  regular  stati(in,  the  following  pastors  have 
ministered  to  the  churcli :  Rev.  Wm.  B.  Olds,  Rev.  J.  W. 
l>adman,  Rev.  C.  Noble,  and  Kev.  J.  Tanlson,  the  present 
pastor. 

In  1768,  a  Baptist  Church  was  constituted  in  the  North- 
Eastem  part  of  Wilbraham,  now  called  the  North  Village. 
Two  years  subsequently,  Rev.  Seth  Clark  was  ordained 
their  pastor.  In  1779,  they  built  a  large  and  commodious 
house,  but  for  some  cause  not  now  apparent,  the  church 
experienced  an  early  decline.  At  the  first  anniversary  of 
the  Sturbridge  Baptist  Association,  in  1802,  the  church  re- 
ported 228  members,  and  the  same  number  i^pears  on  the 
minutes  until  1807,  when  the  body  is  reported  to  have  lost* 
Its  yisibility."  While  this  church  existed,  about  25  of  its 
members,  residing  in  the  South-East  part  of  Wilbraham 
and  the  South-Westpartof  Monson,  united  together,  as  the 
Second  Baptist  Church  in  Wilbraham,  and  received  fellow- 
ship July  2d,  1794.  In  1815,  its  name  was  changed  to  that 
of  the  Wilbraham  and  Monson  Baptist  Church.  In  1800, 
the  church  had  united  with  the  Danbury  (now  Hartford) 
Association,  and  in  1805,  with  the  Sturbridge  Association, 
where  it  now  remain?.  Tiic  society  of  this  churcli  was 
formed  on  the  13th  of  September,  1811.  At  this  tiuK?  and 
II !>  to  1817,  they  had  no  house  for  public  worship.  In  the 
latter  year,  a  meeting  house  was  built  in  the  Western,  part 
of  the  town  of  Monson,  wliich  the  church  and  socit  ty  still 
occupy.  On  the  2r)th  of  A})ril,  1845.  the  name  of  the 
church  was  changed  to  "  The  Monson  and  AVilhraham  Bap- 
tist Church."  At  the  time  the  church  was  constituted.  Rev. 
Samuel  Webster        the  pastor.    He  was  sueceedod  in 
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1799  by  Rev.  Stephen  8hc*pli<  i  L  wiio  lahored  with  them  * 
about  half  of  the  time  for  a  period  oi  t -t?  yonr^.  In  ISOS, 
Rev.  Alvin  Beniutt^  then  a  licentiate,  cnniinfiir.  d  preach- 
ing a  part  of  the  time,  and  un  the  31st  ot  Januurj.  IS  10, 
'Was  ordained  their  pastor,  lie  eontinued  in  oliice  20  years, 
or  until  January  31st,  1836.  During  his  minktry  the 
church  was  in  a  very  flourishing  state,  and  a  large  namber 
were  added  to  ito  oommimion.  In  April,  1 Rev.  Amo» 
Siiell  became  the  pastor,  who  continued  only  until 
Fiom  this  time  to  the  spring  of  1845,  th(^  clntreh  enjoyed 
Oiily  occafflonal  preacMng,  when  Rev.  U.  Underwood  be- 
came the  paator.  He  was  succeeded  in  1847  by  Eev.  J. 
M.  Hunt,  who  ccmtinoed  in  office  tintil  1848.  In  Aprils 
1853,  Ber.  J.  C  Foster,  then  a  licentiate,  commenced  his 
labors^  and  was  ordained  as  pastor  of  the  choreh  Oki  the 
17th  of  September  following.  The  church  now  munibera 
83  membera,  and  is  engaged  in  the  erection  of  a  new  and 
beantifhl  house  of  woi^p.  The  chnrch  and  eongregatioo 
are  made  up  from  both  Wiibraham  and  Moqsod,  as  thename 
of  &e  churdi  woold  indicate. 

In  the  Kevolutionary  War,  Monscm  took  a  very  active 
jian.  In  the  record  ot*  their  doings,  it  appears  that  "their 
deep  poverty  abounded  to  the  riches  of  their  liberality.*' 
They  made  grants  of  money  and  provisions  lor  the  army 
which  must  have  cost  great  self-d<Miial.  The  town  offered 
bounties  to  those  who  would  enlist  in  the  army,  ut"  ten, 
twenty,  and  even  thirty  poun  U,  ])revious  to  the  pn»at  de- 
preciation of  continental  money.  Grant?  of  prnv isions 
for  Boston  and  its  vicinity,  and  clothing  lor  tiie  soidu  rs,  were 
also  made.  The  town  sent  clothinp:  to  Philadelphia  by  a 
special  messenger,  and  paid  tlie  messenjri  r  for  his  time  and 
expenses.  Almost  all  the  able-bodied  men  went  into  the 
army,  some  for  brief  periods  and  others  for  the  wliole  war. 
A  representative  of  the  town  always  a])peared  in  the  con- 
ventions  and  congresses  of  the  period.  Their  minister 
went  as  chaplain  in  the  army,  for  six  months  and  a  year  at 
a  time.  The  Declaration  of  Independence  is  spread  oat  on 
the  old  reoNrds,  and  the  vote  for  ^  Independency^  was  unan- 
imous. 

yUmaon  was  originally  one  of  the  fitvorite  hunting 
grounds  of  the  Indians.  A  great  many  arrow-heads  have 
beei  picked  up  on  the  hills^  and  a  sloae  pestla  with  which 
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they  mashed  their  corn  has  been  Ibimd.  kSoiiic  years  since,  ' 
the  remains  of  an  Indian,  as  was  supposed,  were  dupr  np  in 
the  valley  South  of  the  Chicopee  River.  He  was  oi  iarg-e 
size,  buried  in  a  sitting  position,  with  a  ^run  and  bottle  of 
liquor,  sup])osed  to  have  been  rum.  The  gun  was  muck 
injured  by  rust 

At  the  time  of  the  incorporation  of  tlie  town,  not  more  • 
.than  three  schools  were  sustained  for  a  part  of  the  year. 
In  March,  1705,  only  £10  were  jrranted  for  schools,  and  in 
1771,  £25  lor  the  saoie  object.  In  the  latter  year,  the 
town  was  divided  into  nine  school  districts,  and  yet,  in  1777, 
only  £35  was  granted  for  schooling.  There  are  now  15 
Bchool  districts,  and  the  amount  raised  for  schools  in  18^ 
was  tlyGOOy  in  addition  to  $2,300  iqppropriated  £or  building 
«nd  repairing  school  honses.  Monson  Academy  was  inooi> 
porated  in  1804.    [See  vol.  1,  p.  494.] 

Monson  contains  about  54  square  miles  of  land,  and  has 
fi»r  its  Southern  boundary  the  town  of  Stafford  in  Oonnee* 
ticnt  A  narrow  valley  runs  the  whole  length  of  the  town, 
£rom  Stafford  to  Palmer  on  the  North,  diversified  by  rieh 
"roeadow,  ridges  of  sand,  and  small  boulders*  The  New 
Lotidon,  WiUimantic  and  Palmer  Railroad  passes  through 
thia  valley.  East  and  West  of  this  are  hills,  running  North 
and  South,  which  possess  a  pro4uctive  soil,  snitsJble  for 
grazing  and  tillage.  Tliat  on  the  West  hills  rests  on  gndas, 
popularly  known  as  granite,  more  or  less  removed  from  the 
Bnr&ce>.and  of  fhie  quality.  Large  quantities  of  this  rock 
are  quarried  for  masonry  and  monuments,  and  sent  abroad 
Irom  the  quarry  of  Wni.  X.  Flynt,  who  carries  on  the  only 
quarry  ot  note  in  the  town.  Through  the  center  of  this 
valley,  its  head  near  the  line  of  Stafford,  runs  Chicopee 
brook  !North\s  ard,  and  empties  into  Chicoiiee.  river.  On 
this  stream  arc  seven  factory  buildinfr?^  in  and  near  the  cen- 
ter of  the  town.  Al)out  a  mile  North  of  the  center  are 
two  mills,  only  one  of  which  is  in  operation,  and  this  a 
beautiful  stone  mill  for  the  manufacture  of  cotton,  owned 
and  worked  by  the  Monson  and  BRni field  Manufac- 
turing Company.  This  Company  was  incorporated  in 
181  n.  employs  about  40  hands,  and  produces  iabries 
amounting  to  S30,000,  aniuially. 

The  Monson  Woolen  MANUFACTURiNa  CoMPAinr 
was  iuooiporated  in  1812,  and  has  one  mill  in  opeiatiaB, 
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neta.  In  the  smiukier  of  1858,  the  eomiianj  erected  anotb- 
er  iasge  and  benntiM  mill  which  has  net  je(  gone  into  o|h 
ermtkm*   Thej  employ  at  present  about  BO  hands.  South 

of  this,  8tretchio^  nearly  a  mile  on  the  same  stream,  are 
three  mills  of  considerable  size,  owned  by  tlie  Hami'DK!* 
Cotton  MxInli  acturing  CoMrANV.  Thiscomj»any  wjus 
incorporated  in  1814,  and  employs  about  100  hands.  Tlie 
product  in  1853,  iu  woolen  fabrics,  wa.^  it2(io,ooo.  On 
the  same  stream  are  also  irrist,  saw  and  phinj^le  mills. 

Amonti  the  mannfactorits  m  the  town  is  one  for  making 
ladies'  bonnets,  ownrd  and  carried  on  bv  Merrick  Kay. 
They  employ  I  jO  Iiand-,  and  work  up  l>5i)0  worth  of  stock 
per  day.  Rogers  tV  Co.,  mercliant-^,  manutacture  nien'a 
overalls,  shirts  and  drawers,  to  ilie  amount  of  $*M^0  worth, 
per  week.  D.  D.  Moody  employs  from  seven  to  nine 
hands  in  manufacturing  gold  and  silver-bowed  spectacles, 
ptoducing  fipom  $10,000  to  1^16,000  Avorth  annually.  N. 
T.  Barton  carries  on  the  manufacture  of  tin  ware,  to  a 
coDflidttrable  extent.    S.  Toby  has  an  extensire  tanoery. 

Since  the  year  1806,  the  inhabitants  have  lAcreased  from 
1,500  to  about  2,500.  At  that  time,  and  for  several  years 
afterwards,  the  whole  population  of  Monson  were  employed 
in  &niiiiig,  and  it  is  stiU  the  leading  industrial  interest  of 
tbe  toiriL  The  amount  of  money  raised  last  year  by  tlie 
town  £oi  all  purposes  was  $6,100.  The  number  of  taxar 
ble  polls  IS  570,  Tbe  amount  of  the  town  debt,  April  1st, 
1858,  was  $1,512. 

The  center  Tillage  of  Monson  is  beautifully  situated* 
The  valley  and  the  stream,  the  bills  on  the  right  and  lefty 
and  the  rismg  grounds  in  the  center  when  covered  with  the 
green  foliage  of  summer,  and  contrasted  with  the  neat 
white  buildhigs  of  the  inhabitants  in  theur  irregular  posi- 
tion, exhibit  to  the  eye  a  scene  of  beautiful  and  variwlper- 
s])cctive  which  no  one  who  loves  Naturd,  when  mingled  - 
,  with  the  works  of  men,  can  be  weary  in  surv  eying. 

Monson  has  recently  become  the  seat  of  one  of  the 
most  interesting  of  the  public  charities  of  the  Common- 
wealth. The  Legislature  of  1852  passed  an  act  authoriz- 
ing the  Governor  to  app<»int  three  Commissioners,  whose 
duty  it  should  be  to  select  tliree  >ites  for  buildings,  for  the 

fi^»/yffyir|nft/^j^^^i>n  of  State  paupexa,  each  to  be  of  a  capacity 
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to  accommodate  500  imnates.  One  of  these  was  to  be  lo- 
CKted  **  West  of  the  town  of  Brocrfcfleld."  The  Commis- 
sioners appointed  by  the  Governor  were  David  Perlnns  of 
Fall  Biver,  Edward  L.  Keyes  of  Dedham,  and  James  L. 
Maguire  of  LofwelL  The  Bite  selected  by  these  gentlemen 
for  the  Western  establishment  was  in  the  Northern  part  of 
Monson,  conmianding  a  view«  and  within  one  mile,  of  Pal- 
xfter  Depot.  The  site  is  a  pleasant  one,  tlioogh  a  warmer, 
diyer  soil,  and  a  different  exposure,  would  have  been  pre- 
ferable in  a  sanitary  point  of  view.  Upon  this  spot,  in 
1853,  the  Commissioners  caused  to  be  erected  a  wooden 
structure  of  the  specified  capacity,  and  on  the  18th  of  De- 
cember, the  samc^  year.  Dr.  Samuel  I),  lirooks  of  South 
Hiullcy  was  appointed  tlie  Suporinljendcnt  of  the  new  in- 
stitution. Tlie  buildinir,  however,  was  not  fully  comple- 
ted, and  wa^  not  opened  lor  the  recej)tion  of  iiunates  nntil 
May  ist,  1854.  They  eanie  in  slowly  at  fii*st,  but  on  the 
i.-i  nf  July,  the  institntioa  had  410  inmates,  and  on  1st  of 
Aui»ust,  435.  In  tiie  winter  months  the  nnmher  swelled 
to  nearly  or  quite  8Ut),  though  5U0  is  probably  a  good 
healthy  standai'd. 

The  paupers  that  have  IxH'n  rc^'eived  into  the  Mon?;on 
establishment  are,  from  their  youth,  a  very  interesting 
class.  About  HOO  of  the  number  are  less  than  fifteen 
years  of  age.  Full  one  hundred  of  this  number  are  less 
than  one  year  old,  and  200  are' less  than  ten  years  old. 
The  larger  proportion  of  these  are  boys,  and  attend  a 
school  kept  in  the  building  by  Henry  W.  Stickoey,  which 
numbers  170  i)npils.  This  school  is  of  the  most  interest- 
ing character.  In  demeanor,  in  general  qnidcness  of  ap- 
prehension^ and  in  musical  talent,  they  seem  no  whit  be* 
hind  boys  of  a  corresponding  age  in  the  public  schools. 
The  government  established  in  this  school — ^mild,  iirm  and 
paternal  in  character — ^is  but  a  branch  of  that  which,  under 
the  administration  <^  Dr.  Brooks,  prevails  throughout  the 
whole  establishment  The  work  which  the  officers  of  the 
establishment^  have  before  them  is,  and  is  reuarded,  as 
mnoh  a  missionary  work,  as  a  business  of  fcMMlini?  and 
clothing,  on  an  economical  scale,  a  collection  of  unfortunate 
mortals.  Every  day  the  irmiiites  arc  called  tnirethcr  for 
prayers,  and  the  Sabbath  is  observed  with  public  worship 
and  instruction.    A  resident  chaplain  has  been  appointed. 
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A  walk  through  the  institutioa  «ffordi  ran  InstniolkNi 
to  tlie  atodeat  id  humanit^^  and  iu  onforUuiatai.  In  the 
walk,  we  pass  through  a  room  contauung  fifty  little  otphaa 
children,  ccnnfortablj  and  neatly  dresaed,  who^  with  thei# 
little  pranksy  appeal  tons  for  a  amiie*  Thou  we  paas 
through  what  ia  called  the  '^mothers'  room,"  where  there 
are  ihirty-fiTe  infants,  some  of  them  with  sweet,  sad  little 
faces.  We  are  pointed  to  three  little  innocents,  lying  in 
one  crib,  and  are  told  that  they  are  all  foondUngs  or  or- 
phans. We  pass  through  the  rooms  appropriated  for  hos- 
pitals— the  fever  hospital,  the  lying-in  hospital,  the  coii\  al- 
esc^t  hospital— -each  with  its  unfortunate  occupants,  yet 
all  kindly  cared  for.  This  department  i.s  under  the  eliarge 
of  Dr.  William  A.  Griflin,  the  Physician  at^d  Assistant  Su- 
perintendent of  the  institution.  From  the  hospitals,  we 
pass  into  the  rooms  devoted  to  the  old  men  and  okl  women 
— into  the  lodging  rooms^  &:c.,  with  jrratitication  iu  the  or- 
der and  neatness  that  reii^n  throutxhout. 

The  eooking  room,  and  the  accommodations  iur  i«'< ding 
the  muhitude,  are,  of  course,  on  a  large  scale,  liiis  de- 
paruiient  is  und^r  the  inunediate  charg-e  of  Royal  Cutler,  a 
man  well  quaiitied  fur  the  post.  Three  barrels  of  the  best 
wheat  flour  are  consumed  daily.  Beef  is  eaten  at  the  rate 
of  200  pounds  at  the  meal,  and  seventy  gallons  of  milk 
are  used  every  day.  The  regular  round  of  dishes  varies 
somewhat  with  the  8ea.son,  those  articles  being  chosen 
which  are  supposed  to  be  best  adapted  to  the  preservation- 
of  sound  healtlL  Beef  soup,  with  potato(  s  and  bread,  is 
senred  for  duiner  twice  a  week;  corned  beef,  bread,  and 
rice  and  molasses  twice ;  fish,  with  rice  and  bread,  twice, 
and  beanSy  pork  and  bread,  once.  The  supper  for  adults 
is  always  made  of  chocolate  and  bread,  with  gingerbread 
twice  a  week|  while  bread  and  milk,  or  crackers  and  milk, 
are  served  to  the  children.  The  children  have  the  same 
tor  breakfast^  with  an  occasional  addition  of  rice  and  mo* 
lasses,  while  co£fee  is  substituted  for  chocolate,  for  the  use 
of  adults.  The  bread  for  adults  is  composed  of  two  parts 
of  good  wheat  flour  to  one  of  com  meal,  while  that  for 
children  is  made  of  wheat  flour  alone.  The  best  qualitj 
of  food  is  found  to  be  the  cheapest,  in  every  point  of  view. 
Good  health  is  preserved  by  it  to  a  remarkable  degree. 
Since  this  institution  went  into  operation,  only  seven  deaths 
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have  oeeurredy  and  these  were  of  old  people  mostly  ;  whOe 
the  sickness  among  the  children  has,  without  doubt,  been 
less  than  among  the  same  number  taken  indiscriminately 
fyom  the  population  around.  The  sanitary  and  dietetic 
system  fbllowed  demonstrates  its  own  excellence. 

It  is  known^  and  it  may  as  well  be  recorded^  that  the 
alms  House  system  now  established  by  the  State  was  re- 
garded upon  its  establishment^  as  an  experiment  of  doubt- 
M  practicability  and  expediency.  In  consequence  of  this^ 
or  in  pursuance  of  a  most  short-sighted  economy^  the  es- 
tablishment at  Monson  has  been  built  of  wood*  It  is  an 
Immense  pile  of  lumber,  liable  to  rapid  decay,  and,  of 
course,  exposed  to  the  accident  of  fire.  It  is  too  evident 
that  those  who  had  the  management  of  the  matter  did  not 
comprehend  the  principle  which  lies  at  the  basis  of  the  es- 
tablisliment,  or  jrrasp  the  policy  uhich  that  principle  de- 
mamied.  The  State  is  bound  to  take  eare  of  its  own  un- 
fortunates, and  to  take  care  of  them  in  thai  way  which 
shall  conduce  the  most  to  the  j^ood  of  both  parties.  The 
panpers,  as  tliey  have  liitlierlo  been  managed,  are  kept  and 
made  ])aupers.  Pauper  children  have  jo^rowu  up  paupers, 
wuiiuuL  tiie  inliuence  of  a  l  lndiy  lamilv'  system  of  'govern- 
ment, without  rejrular  religioiis  instruction,  and  without  a 
general  elevating  inliuence  being  exerted  upon  them.  In 
this  establishment,  a  system  is  pursued  which  will  fit  the 
unfortunate  children  of  ili"  State  to  become  supporters  of 
and  riot  burdens  to  the  State.  The  system  is  one  of  re- 
ducing pauperism;  by  cutting  otl  its  natural  generation.  It 
is,  in  this  respect,  and  for  tliis  reason,  tliat  the  State  Pau- 
per Establishment  siiould  be  cherislied  as  one  of  the  most 
beneficent  of  the  institutions  of  the  Conunonwealth* 

The  building,  we  Iiave  said,  is  of  wood,  and  cost,  with 
its  furniture,  |80,000.  It  consists  of  a  middle  part,  four 
stories  high  and  forty-five  feet  square,  devoted  to  the  use 
of  the  Superintendent  and  liis  iamily,  and  to  the  other  offi- 
cers of  the  institution.  The  apartments  are  spacious  and 
convenient.  To  the  right  and  left  of  this  part  spread  two 
wings,  75  feet  long  and  37  wide,  to  the  point  where  a  right 
angle  is  formed  in  the  rear  by  wings  of  the  same  width, 
that  run  back  from  the  iront  wings  to  the  distance  of  129 
feet  each.  This  would  leave  an  open  court  in  the  rear  120 
fe<*t  across  from  wing  to  wing.    This  space  is  occupied  in 
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the  rear  by  a  witig  extending  70  teet  at  ri;j:Iit  unj;li>s  with 
the  [Eastern  line.   The  coartis  thin  nearly  inclosed,  ulFunl- 
ing  a  fine  play-gronnd  i'or  the  children,  and  bringing  the 
rooins  and  moTements  of  the  paupers  within  the  Burvey  of 
the  snperintendent's  ofl&ce,  which  occupies  the  back  part  of 
the  central  building.    €rood  water  works  have  been  pro- 
vided,  and  pore  water  is  obtidned  in  any  quant  it  y.  At- 
tached to  the  establishment  is  a  farm  of  ltf5  acres,  and 
around  the  building  a  board  fence  has  been  erected,  in* 
closing  about  five  acres  of  land.   Of  this  hrm,  fifty  acrcH 
are  woodland.   The  arrangements  for  wanning  this  im- 
mense building  have  been  made  so  poorly  that  it  Uikpn 
about  200  tuns  of  coal,  and  IVuin  .*i**<)  lu       cords  of  wuod^ 
uiinually,  to  keep  it  warm  and       tlie  cookinir.    A  heavy 
steam  boiler  for  the  whole  i^v^UibiisLincnt  would  have  becji 
more  efficient  and  econoiuical. 

The  class  of  paupers  at  MtMi-on  is  iua'l«-  up  mostly  of 
the  hopeful  and  tlte  hoj>cless.  They  are  ehil(lr<  n,  or  pn- 
fect  wrecks  of  humanity.  Of  the  entire  nimJx  r  ot"  men 
only  ten  are  able  to  do  any  work,  and  the  be?-t  i^f  th(  -e  are 
insane,  who  Imve  received  such  treatmeut  as  to  make  Uieui 
quite  uscfnl. 

Tiie  prudential  aflairs  and  general  interests  of  the  insti- 
tution aixj  under  the  supervision  of  a  board  of  three  in- 
spectors, viz : — Josiah  Hooker  of  Si)ringlield,  Aivin  Smith 
of  Enfield,  and  Alonzo  V.  Blanchard  Palmer,  who  hold 
monthly  meetings  at  the  institution,  and  meet  with  the  in- 
spectors of  the  other  institutions  semi-annually.  The 
State  has  reason  to  congratulate  itself  on  securing  the  man- 
agement that  has  made  the  Mouson  institution  so  succesi^- 
ful  in  the  brief  past^  and  so  promising  for  the  future. 

MOJSTGOMERY. 

This  is  a  small  and  thinly  popuhited  town,  originally  iu- 
cluded  mostly  within  the  boundaries  of  Westfield,  being  a 
part  of  the  portion  known  as  the  **  New  Addition.'*  The 
exact  date  of  its  settlement  is  not  known.  It  was  incorpo- 
rated as  a  town  Nov.  28,  1780.  On  the  30th  of  January^ 
1797,  a  Conurenratioual  Church,  numbering  but  five  male 
members,  wiis  Ibrmed.  liev.  Seth  ]S'ol)le,  son  of  Thomas 
Noble  of  Westfield,  was  the  first  pastor,  and  was  installed 
Nov.  4,  1801,  and  dismissed  September  IG,  180G.  Mr. 
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Noble  was  not  a  liberally  educated  man,  but  he  was  a  di- 
yine  of  a  good  degree  of  talent,  and  some  not  unpleasant 
peculiarities.  His  fondness  for  the  tune  Bangor  was  the 
cause  of  that  name  being  bestowed  upon  that  city  in  Maine, 
He  was  preaching  at  that  point  when  the  town  was  incor- 
porated, and  went  to  Boston  in  behalf  of  the  people  to 
present  their  petition  lor  incorporation.  The  petitioners 
wished  the  name  to  be  "  Smiiield,"  but  he  stmck  out  that 
word,  and  inserted  Bangor,  and  Bangor  it  remains.  He 
died  in  Ohio  in  1807. 

For  a  long  period  after  Mr.  Noble's  dismission,  the 
church  in  Montgomery  8pem>  lo  have  been  without  a  pas- 
tor, as  lie  had  no  rej^uiarlv  cuiisiitnted  successor  until  No- 
V(  inber  18,  1822,  when  Rev.  John  H.  Fowler  was  in- 
stalhMl.  lie  was  a  graduate  of  Yale  College  in  1790,  and 
prricticcd  law  for  several  years  previous  to  entering  the 
clerical  profession.  He  died  ]\Iarch  13,  1829.  llev.  Sol- 
omon W.  Edson,  a  native  of  Wilbrabnui,  was  ordained  in 
October,  1832,  and  dismissed  June  22,  IbtiG.  He  has  re- 
linquished preaching  on  account  of  ill  health,  and  now  re- 
sides on  a  farm  i?i  W(  stfi(»ld.  Rev.  Caleb  Knight  of  Lis- 
bon, Ct.,  a  graduate  of  \Villiaras  College  in  1800,  was  in- 
stalled over  the  church  in  Montgomery  on  the  day  of  Mr. 
Edson's  dismission,  and  was  dismissed  May  22, 18B9,  since 
which  time  the  church  has  been  without  a  regular  preach- 
er. The  church  is  small,  having  only  24  members.  The 
church  and  society  raise  $100  per  annum  for  preaching, 
and  the  Home  Missionary  Society  give  them  another  hun- 
dred, with  which  they  are  enabled  to  hire  preaching  Half 
of  the  time.  The  Methodists  have  a  neat  house  of  wor- 
ship on  th6  opposite  side  of  the  street  from  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  have  preaching  half  of  the  time.  The 
buildings  are  occu[)ied  altemaielj ,  the  two  churches  and 
societies  meeting  as  one  congregation,  and  thus  furnishing 
an  example  of  fraternal  Christianity  worthy  of  all  com- 
mendation and  imitation. 

Montgomery  lies  wholly  upon  the  mountain,  and  its  land 
is  broken,  rough  and  rocky.  The  people  are  entirely  de- 
voted to  agricultural  pursuits.  The  population  in  1840 
was  656  ;  in  1850,  401 — showing  a  decrease  in  ten  years 
of  255.  There  are  live  school  districts  in  the  town,  and 
the  money  raised  in  1854:  for  the  support  of  schools  was 


.  J  i^  .d  by  Google 


PALMEE 


101 


$300.  The  whole  amount  raised  hy  tax  was  $.Sno.  This 
does  not  include  the  tax  for  roads,  which  is  worke)!  out.'* 
The  town  produces  good  cattle,  beet^  butter  and  cheese,  and 
fiends  off  annually  a  large  product  of  these  articles,  as  well 
as  of  wood,  bark  and  lumber.  Mt  Tekoa,  in  the  South 
East  comer  of  the  town,  on  the  border  of  Westfield,  is  a 
high  elevation,  to  which  the  joun^  i>eople  of  the  latter 
place  often  resort,  for  the  purpose  of  surveying  the  broad, 
rich  and  varied  landscape,  extending  beyond  the  Connec- 
ticut. 

PALMKit 

The  Kne  marked  by  the  passage  of  the  Chicopee  river 
through  the  town  of  Palmer,  early  bestowed  upon  that 
tract  the  name  of  "  The  Elbows.**  On  this  tract,  as  early 
as  1727,  settlements  were  made  by  a  considerable  colony 
of  emigrants  from  the  North  of  Ireland,  on  grants  from  the 
proprietors  of  Lambstown,  now  Hardwick,  and  it  is  stated 
.  that  John  King  made  a  settlement  some  ten  years  earlier. 
The  settlers  were  the  descendants  of  a  colony  of  Protest- 
ants which  migrated  from  Arjjyleshire,  in  Scotland,  and 
settled  in  the  North  of  Ireland  ahoiit  1012.  Thev  emi- 
grated to  this  country  lu  1718,  and  were  the  first  I'lcshv- 
terians  in  the  country,  and  received  iiu  small  d«'irrro  «*f 
pers<'ention  i'rom  the  Congregationalisf ^  on  tlu'ir  arri\al. 
The  vaiidity  of  their  title  w^as  not  afhinU*  d  hy  \\\v  General 
Court,  and  in  1732,  the  settlers  petitioned  follows: 

^•To  His  Excellency.  Jonathan  Belcher  I'sq.,  CapUiin  Gen- 
eral and  Governor  in  Chief  in  and  over  his  Majesties  Prov- 
ince of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England,  The  Honor- 
able His  Majesties  Council,  and  House  of  Kepresentatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  Maj  31,  1732. 

'*The  petition  of  the  sabscribers  dwelling  and  residing  on  a 
tract  and  parcel  of  land  lying  and  situate  between  Springfield 
Brookfield,  Brimfield  and  the  land  called  the  Equivalent 
land  and  Cold  Spring,  Humbly  Shewrth — 

•'That  thev  are  sensihh'  the  said  land  be|on2:s  to  the  pniil 
Province,  yet  the  reason  why  your  petitioners  entercil  (^'^  tlip 
said  land  was  as  follows:  Some  froni  the  eiironra^^emcnt  of 
Joshua  Lamb,  E.^^q  and  Company,  that  the  said  land  belonged 
to  ihem  and  liiai  ihey  wouK^^ivo  to  such  ol  youi  petitioners 
as  entered  liioieon  under  tlicia  a  good  right  and  title  to  such 
a  part  thereof  as  they  respectively  contracted  for.  Yet,  not- 
withstanding) your  petitioners  are  now  sensible  that  the  said 
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Lamb  &  Co.  have  no  right  to  the  said  land,  and  that  the  same 

will  prove  greatly  to  your  pptitioners'  damairo — that  as  to  SLit-h 
boll!  iintfer  tliem  without  relieved  by  your  E\'f*p!)ency  iirjd 
HoruH--  und  that  others  of  your  petitioner^  eiiteiLil  (Ui  iroin 
necessity,  not  liaving  wlierewith  of  then  own  loprovjJt;.  Vet 
neverlheiess  your  petitioners  are  duly  sensible  that  they  de- 
serve your  discountenance.  But  confiding  in  the  reasons  of- 
fored,  they  humbly  request  your  compassionate  consideration 
•^that  they  may  be  put  under  such  regulation  as  may  have  & 
tendency  to  promote  the  flonrishinff  of  religion,  &c.  ' 

'^Therefore  your  petit!  <  n  o  rs  most  humbly  pray^  that  your  Ex- 
cellency and  Honors  would  take  the  premises  into  your  wise 
consideration,  and  either  grant  them  the  said  tract  of  land  or 
pnt  ihera  under  ?nch  restrictions  and  rei^ulations  as  in  your 
consummate  wisdom  shall  be  thouirht  most  reasonable,  and 
your  petitioners  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray 

Uames  Dorchester,  Joseph  Wricrht,  Bernard  JMcNitt,  Daniel 
Fuller,  Andrew  Mackie,  James  Shearer,  James  Stevens,  Dan- 


James  Brakenridge,  Robert  Harper,  William  Shaw,  John  Har- 
vey, John  Bemon,  Duncan  Quintin,  Isaac  Magoon,  Isaac  Ma- 
goon,  Jr.,  Mieah  Tousiey,  Elijah  Vose,  Elisha  Hall,  Alexan- 
der Tackel,  Robert  Farrell,  Joseph  Fleming,  Aaron  Nelson, 

John  Henderson,  David  Nevins,  Joseph  Brooks,  Robert  Ne- 
vins,  Humphrey  Gardner,  Nicholas  Blancher,  William  Craw- 
Cord,  Samuel  Nevins,  Jolm  Gerish,  Samuel  Shaw,  Andrew 
Rutherford.  Daniel  Piirsons,  Jarnes  M'Clenathan,  James  Lam- 
berton,  Tliomas  M'Clenathan,  Robert  Thompson,  Joseph 
Wright,  Jr.,  Samuel  Brooks^*:  12  other  names  not  to  be  read. 

In  answer  to  this  petition,  the  General  Court  voted  that 
Col.  Alden  and  James  Bradford,  with  such  others  as  the 
Governor  and  Council  should  appoint,  be  a  committee  to 
repair  to  the  land  in  question,  view  the  situation  and  cir- 
cumstances thereof/'  and  report  The  Committee  attended 
to  their  duty,  and  reported  at  the  next  sessioo,  as  follows : 

"  We  find  the  land  petitioned  for  to  be  a  tract  of  land  com- 
monly called  the  Elbow  tract,  lying  near  Springfield  and  the 
Equivalent  lands,  containing  17,014  acres,  (viz:  contents  of 
five  miles  square,  and  1,014  acres  over,)  exclusive  of  particu- 
lar grants  taken  up  and  laid  out  within  the  same,  bounded 
and  included  within  the  lines  and  boundaries  of  the  adjacent 
land,  as  hereafter  laid  ilown,  viz  Easterly,  in  pai:t,  upon  the 
West  line  of  Brookfickl  township ;  from  the  North  West  cor- 
ner the  line  runs  South  2  deg.  West  to  the  river  called  Qoa- 
boag,  alias  Chicopee  river,  thence  bounding  on  Brimiieid 
township,  as  the  saitl  river  nuis,  Easterly  in  part  and  South- 
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ertf,  and  in  part  Wetteriy  so  fiir  down  said  riTor  aa  to  where 
the  South  end  line  of  a  tract  of  Equivalent  Jand  called  Cold 
Sprinff  township  crosses,  or  skirts  the  said  river;  thence 
boundinf^  Northerly  on  the  said  line  as  it  keeps  Kast  by  the 
needle  of  the  surveying  instrument,  to  the  South  East  comer 
of  '^nid  tract  or  township,  which  is  the  moiitli  of  Swift  Tliver: 
thence  boundin;^  Westerly  in  part  on  the  said  trad,  or  lovvii- 
ship,  of  Equivalent  land,  as  tin'  iiwr  runs,  to  where  the  8ouili 
line  of  another  trad  of  Eciuivalent  land,  containing  lO.UitU 
acres,  belonging  to  John  Read,  Esq.,  strikes  up,  or  runs  from 
said  rtTer— thence  bonnding  Northerly  iipon  said  line  as  it 
rone  East,  and  by  North,  to  the  South  East  comer  of  said 
tract,  being  a  heap  of  stones  bv  the  root  of  a  great  red  oak 
tree,  fallen  close  by  one  on  the  West  side  of  a  run  of  water, 
abont  18  rods  Southerly  of  the  river  called  the  Ware  River; 
thence  bonndinir  Westerly  on  the  East  line  of  said  tract,  as  it 
runs  North  by  tlie  needle,  until  an  Ea.^1  line  there  will  strike 
the  North  East  corner  tree  of  Brookfieid.'^ 

The  committee  also  reported  that  they  found  the  land 
composed  of  ^  high  hills  and  valleys,  the  hills  very  poor 
and  naean,  the  valleys  pretty  good."  The  tract  lay  in  a 
broken  form,  taken  up  by  individual  grants  in  the  best  lo- 
calities, and  the  settlers  were  found  very  much  distressed 
and  perplexed  in  their  affairs,  their  settlements  and  claims 
interfering  with  each  other,  and  everything  being  in  a  con- 
fused condition.  They  found  that  there  had  entered,  set- 
tled, and  were  abqut  settling,  about  80  persons^  many  of 
whom  had  built  houses,  and  made  other  impi  ovements. 
Forty-eight  of  these  were  induced  to  settle  by  Joshua 
Lamb  &  Co»,  who  claimed  the  tract  by  purchase  of  the  In- 
dians, while  the  rest  of  the  number  held  regular  deeds  of 
conveyance  from  the  Company.  The  Committee  recom- 
mended, considering  the  condition  of  things,  that  certain 
-families  whom  they  named  should  have  their  lots  confirmed 
to  them.  Then  lollow  specific  grants  to  eighty-five  differ- 
ent persons,  with  the  condition  of  the  payment  into  the 
colonial  treasury  of  £500  in  two  years,  and  the  sum  of 
£G7  Us.  9d.  iinin«*di;ii*  !y,  the  same  being  the  chnrqres  and 
expenses  of  the  coniinitte(\  They  were  also  retjiiired  to 
build  a  house  for  ]>uhiie  worship,  and  settle  a  minister 
witlnn  two  years.  Thus  were  Palm^^r  and  its  first  ^rrent 
ditiicultics  settled.  Those  who  will  follow  tlie  bounilaries, 
as  given  by  the  committee,  in  the  passage  of  their  report 
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quoted,  will  perceive  that  other  adjoining  towns  now  ein» 
brace  ])()rii()ns  of  the  "  Elbow  tract." 

A  eliurch  was  formed  in  Palmer  as  early,  probably,  as 
1730,  the  form  of  Government  being  Scotch  Presbyterian. 
The  first  preacher  in  the  settlement  was  Rev.  Mr.  Kilpat- 
rick,  who  preached  five  Sabbaths.  Eev.  Mr.  Weld  fol- 
lowed him,  and  preached  three  months.  Rev.  l^enjamin 
Dickinson  preached  six  months,  and  was  followed  by  Rev. 
John  Harvey,  wlio,  after  preacliing  four  years,  and  assist- 
ing in  the  formation  of  a  churcli,  was  settled  as  the  pastor. 
The  following  is  a  copy  from  the  proprietors*  records,  giv- 
ing a  history  of  the  oidination  of  the  first  minister: 

"On  ilie  6th  day  of  June.  Anno  Dom.  1734,  ihe  T^ev.  Mr. 
Jului  iiai  vey  was  orcla-iued  ihe  liisl  niiiiiiiter  of  liie  ciiiirch  of 
the  Klbow  settlement.  The  ordinaiion  was  performed  by  the 
delegates  of  the  Reverend  Presbytery  of  Londonderry,  upon 
a  scaiToldy  standing  or  the  plam,  on  the  East  side  of  the 
meadow  called  Cedar  Swamp  Meadow,  within  Mr.  Harvey's 
lot  The  Rev  Mr.  Thomson  of  Londonderry  preached  the 
sermon,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Moorhead  gave  the  charge." 

Mr.  Harvey  was  dismi>.vcii  in  1718,  as  tlic  result  of  a 
difficulty  between  him  and  his  cbuivlu  based  on  a  scandal 
which  connected  his  name  imwortiiily  with  one  of  the  fe- 
male members  of  his  flock,  and  was  followed  in  Novem- 
ber, 1758,  by  Key.  Robert  Burns,  whose  comiection  with 
the  church  was  dissolved  two  or  three  years  afterwards,  in 
consequence  of  an  unhappy  controversy  that  sprang  up 
between  him  and  his  charge.  It  would  seem  that  the  Pal- 
mt^r  church  and  congregation  ivere  peculiarly  fiery  and 
captious,  if  not  fretful  and  quarrelsome  in  those  eai*ly 
times.  On  the  23d  of  August,  1754,  a  vote  was  passed  in 
district  meeting  which  showed  that  between  the  retii^ement 
of  INIr.  Harvey  and  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Bums,  preiicli- 
ing  had  been  enjoyed,  over  which  there  had  been  another 
quarrel,  for  reasons  which  the  following  record  will  dis- 
close: 

At  a  meeting  of  ye  Inhabitants  of  this  District,  Legally 
Convened  and  assembled  at  ye  Public  Meeting  House  in  said 
place,  ye  Meeting  being  opened,  Andrew  Rulliertbrd  was 
riiosen  Moderator.  On  the  third  article  in  ye  warrant  for  said 
Meeting,  voted  that  Mr.  Kniblows  be  allowed  foure  pounds. 
Sixteen  Shillings,  which  is  eight  Shillings,  Lawful  money. 
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for  each  Sermon  he  Preached  on  Sabbath  Days,  in  this 
tnot  Except  three  Sermons  wkieh  we  can  prow  kepreaehf'd  oth  r 
menU  works.   Andrew  Rutherford,  Moderator.  A  tme  Entry 
pr.  Sam^l  Shaw,  Janr.>  town  clerk.'* 

The  foundation  of  the  dam  for  the  first  sawmill  was  laid 
at  the  North  Kn^t  corner  ol' Potaquotiick  pond,  September 
8,  1730,  and  the  "  Potaqiiotuck  saw  iiiill"  was  raised  on 
the  Piiecceding  14th  of  Ocfober.  In  the  lanprini<re  of  the 
proprietoi*s'  records  : — And  on  the  5th  day  of  March  next 
after,  the  saw  mill  tirst  went.  On  the  13th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1732y  the  said  mill  was  Burnt  Down,  and  it  stood  af- 
ter it  was  raised  two  years  and  2  months^  wanting  one  day, 
and  after  it  first  went,  it  stood  but  one  year,  nine  months 
and  eight  days.  The  second  saw  mill  at  Potaquotuck 
Pond,  Rebuilt  on  ye  same  spot.  It  Was  first  Raised  on  the 
8th  day  of  October,  1793,  and  first  went  on  thf  Hth  day 
of  November,  1734,  and  on  ye  29th  day  of  April,  173G,  it 
was  undermined  by  ye  water,  and  Brooke  down,  afler  it 
had  stood  two  years,  six  months,  and  21  Days,  and  after  it 
first  wenty  one  year,  5  months,  and  23  days*  The  third 
jSaw  Mill  at  Potaquotuck  Brook,  rebuilt  on  a  new  Spot 
It  was  raised  on  Monday  the  twentieth  day  of  September, 
1736,  and  first  went  on  ye  Fifth  Day  of  May,  A.  D.  1737- 
The  first  Grist  Mill  was  raised  October  26th,  1737,  and 
first  went,  Jan'y  ye  2d,  1737-8." 

The  proprietors  made  arrangements  for  building  their 
church  as  early  as  August,  1733,  and  a  place  was  selected 
and  money  voted  for  that  o])ject.  The  people,  however, 
were  as  much  divided  on  the  subject  of  meeting  liouscs  as 
pastors,  and  difTered  so  widely  in  their  plans  lor  its  loca- 
tion that  the  bii'j  was  changed  several  times.  Then,  to 
make  a  final  settlement  of  tlie  matter,  the  proprietors,  at  u 
meeting  held  Feb.  10,  IT^ij,  voted  ''that  every  person, 
proprietor  or  grantee,  shall  enter  with  the  clerk,  or  bring 
in  liis  vote  therein,  naming  a  spot  to  set  the  meeting  honse 
on,  and  that  the  two  spots  which  shall  he  ilie  highest  in  nomina- 
tion, shall  be  j)nt  to  a  lot,  for  a  final  d(4ermination."  Tiiia 
vote  was  carried  out,  when  "  it  appeanul  that  a  spott  on  ye 
knowl  near  Crawford's  house,  and  a  spott  on  ye  East  side 
of  Cedar  Swamp  Brook,  on  ye  Nortlx  side  of  ye  road  neer 
where  Wm.  Kelson's  hay-stack  stood,  were  the  two  spots 
highest  in  nomination.''   The  papers  for    the  lott"  we^e 
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then  |tn'j»aro<L  nml  T?ev,  Jobii  I  larvi  y  sent  lor,  to  draw  the 
lot;  who,  ath  r  -olcnni  prayer,  prrlbrincd  that  service,  siud 
thus  settled  aiiotlier  important  mattrr.  The  locality  thus 
decided  upon  was  that  on  whicli  the  church  at  Palmer 
Center  now  stands. 

About  1748,  the  name  of  Kingstown  seems  to  have 
been  adopted  as  the  designation  of  the  Elbow  tract,  and  it 
is  thus  entered  on  the  records^  but  on  the  30th  of  January^ 
1752,  the  tract  was  incorporated  as  a  district,  with  the 
name  of  Pahner. 

The  people  of  the  new  district  felt  the  spirit  of  tlie 
years  preceding  the  Revolution,  in  common  with  the  other 
settlements,  and  In  district  meeting  assembled  voted  ^  that 
this  district  will  hj  all  prudent  means  endeavor  to  dis- 
countenance the  use  of  foreign  superfluities,  and  to  en- 
courage the  manufactures  of  the  whole  continent  in  general, 
and  of  this  province  in  particular.** 

On  the  13th  day  of  June,  a  warrant  was  issued,  warn- 
ing the  inhabitants  to  assemble  at "  the  public  meeting 
house,"  on  the  17th.  The  second  article  of  tlie  warrant 
reads  as  follows:  "To  advise  and  instriu't  the  representa- 
tive of  this  town,  whether,  slioiihl  the  honoraliie  Congress, 
lor  the  safety  of  the  colonies  declare  thom  independent  of 
Great  liritain,  thev,  the  said  inhabitanis,  will  en<rrt2e  with 
their  lives  and  fortunes  to  srip]>ort  them  in  tlie  measui'es, 
agreeable  to  and  in  compliance  with  the  resolve  of  the 
General  Coui  t."  TIh^  action  taken  on  the  17th  was  stamped 
with  the  eonrage  and  patriotism  of  the  times.  Even  the 
orthoi^raphy  in  which  the  action  is  perpetnated  is  indep(*n- 
(lent  to  a  remnrkahh;  decree,  and  the  Kinij's  English  is 
more  thoroughly  abused  in  the  record,  than  Ills  most 
oppressive  acts.  Palmer  furnished  its  proportion  of  men 
and  means  for  the  war,  and  perfbnned  its  part  towards 
securing  that  independence  for  which  it  made  so  prompt 
and  early  a  declaration. 

Resuming  again  the  thread  of  ecclesiastical  history,  we 
find  that  June  17,  1761,  Rev.  Moses  Baldwin  was  installed 
over  the  church  in  Palmer,  as  the  successor  of  Rev,  Robert 
Bums.  He,  like  his  predecessors,  went  through  the  most 
serious  trials,  but  he  lived  long  with  his  people,  and  was 
not  dismissed  until  June  19, 1811.  He  died  Nov.  2, 1818, 
at  the  age  of  81.    Rev.  Simeon  Colton,  a  native  of  Long- 
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meadow,  and  a  (^iviuuate  of  Yale  College  in  1806,  woi 
ordained  over  the  church* on  the  day  of  Mr,  Baldwin's 
dismission.  It  was  about  tliis  time  that  the  church  changed 
its  form  of  Government,  and  became  Congregational.  Mr. 
Colton  was  dismissed  in  1821,  and  was  followed  in  th^ 
pulpit  by  Rev.  Henry  H.  F.  Sweet,  who  was  ordained  Nov* 
9, 1825.  Mr.  Sweet  died  in  1827,  at  the  early  age  of  SL 
Bev.  Joseph  K.  Ware,  a  native  of  Gonwajyand  a  graduate 
of  Amherst  College  in  1824,  was  ordained  in  his  pUtce  Dec* 
12,  1827.  He  was  dismissed  March  16, 1831.  Bev.  Sam- 
uel Backus,  a  graduate  of  Union  CkiUege  in  1811,  succeed- 
ed Mr.  Ware,  and  was  dismissed  ^/Uy  4»  184L  Bev. 
Moses  £.  Gross,  a  graduate  of  Amherst  in  1838,  was 
ordained  as  the  pastor  of  the  Palmer  church  in  February, 
1842. '  He  was  dismissed  April  1,  1849.  He  was  follow- 
ed by  the  present  pastor,  Rev.  Sylvester  Iline,  who  was 
installed  Nov.  19,  1851.  The  church  now  numbers  101 
members. 

The  Second  Congn  Rational  Cliurcli  in  Palmer  is  located 
at  "  Palmer  Depot,"  an  important  villapre  that  has  sprung 
up  around  a  station  of  the  Western  Kaih-oad.  It  was  organ- 
ized April  1,  1847.  Rev.  Thomas  Wilson  of  Pai>l«  y, 
Scotland,  a  graduate  of  Dartmouili  College  in 
was  ordained  as  the  iirst  pastor,  FcV).  29,  1848.  He  wns 
dismissed  April  14, 1852.  The  church  numbers  a  member- 
ship of  87. 

The  First  Baptist  Chureli  in  Palmer  was  oriLrinally 
organized  in  the  South  part  of  Belchertown,  under  the 
name  of  the  "  Belchertown  and  Palmer  Baptist  Church." 
on  the  16th  of  November,  1825.  The  meeting  house  in 
Avhich  the  church  worshipped  was  occupied  in  common  by 
this  people  and  a  Methodist  society.  The  church  and 
society  erected  their  present  church  edifice  at  the  village 
of  Tliree  Rivers,  during  1832,  and  occupied  it  in  January, 
l.s;j;3.  The  name  of  the  church  was  then  changed  to  the 
**  Baptist  Church  in  Tlu  ee  Rivers."  The  number  of  orig- 
inal members  was  24 — 11  males  and  13  females.  The 
dumber  reported  to  the  last  association  was  111.  The  sue 
oession  of  pastors  has  been  as  follows  :  Rev.  INIessrs.  Alvin 
Bennett,  Henry  Archibald,  Tubal  Wakefield,  David  Pease, 
John  R.  Bigelow,  Prosper  Powell,  N.  B.  Jones,  Chester  , 
'niden,  Joseph  Hodges,  Jr.,  Sanfi>rd  Leach,  Addison  Parker 
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and  Levi  H.  Wakemaoy  who  is  the  present  incumbent  of 

tlie  pastoral  office. 

The  Second  Baptist  Church  in  Pahner  is  located  at  the 
Depot  Village.  The  public  recognition  of  the  same,  and 
the  installation  of  Rev.  Samuel  A.  Collins,  its  first  pastor, 
took  place  on  the  29th  of  September,  1852.  Under  the 
charge  of  Mr.  Collins,  the  prosperity  of  the  church  was 
such  that  a  commodious  and  beautiful  house  of  worship 
was  erected  by  the  society  during  the  summer  and  autumn 
of  185a,  and  dedicated  Feb.  29, 1854.  The  church  cost 
$5,000.  Owing  to  insufficiency  of  salaiy,  Mr.  Collins 
retired  from  his  charge  in  the  succeeding  April,  mnce 
which  time  the  diurch  has  been  without  a  settled  pastor. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Three  Rivers  was 
organized  in  1833,  under  Key.  A.  Taylor,  consisting  of  ten 
members.  Mr.  Taylor  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  H.  Perry. 
In  1837,  a  house  of  worship  was  erected,  and  Bev.  H. 
Moulton  appointed  to  the  pastoral  charge.  He  was  followed 
in  1838  and  1839  by  Rev.  Wm.  Gordon,  who,in  1840,  was 
succeeded  by  Rev.  T.  W.  Gile.  Up  to  1841  the  society 
divided  the  labors  of  the  pastor  with  a  society  in  Belcher- 
town,  buL  ill  thiit  year  it  became  a  station  to  which  Rev.  J. 
IS^ichols  was  appointed  preacher.  He  remained  two  years, 
and  was  succeeded  by  liev.  1).  L.  AVinslow,  who  was  fol- 
io wed  by  Rev.  J.  Cadwell.  In  1841,  the  church  numbered 
130  members.  Mr.  Cadwell  was  succeeded  in  turn  by 
Rev.  Messrs.  Amos  Binney,  Daniel  Chapin.  C.  L.  McCurdy, 
J.  L.  Mo  wry,  Nathaniel  J.  Merrill,  and  —  Morgan,  the 
present  pastor.  On  the  23d  of  January,  1847,  a  church 
was  iormed  at  Thorn  dike  village,  by  mem})ers  of  this  church, 
enjoyiiiGf  at  first  the  pastoral  services  of  Rev.  N.  E.  Cob- 
Jeigh.  The  membersiiip  numbered  32,  -vvhich,  in  1^48,  had 
been  doubled.  Mr.  Cobleigh  was  folhnved  by  Rev.  W.  M. 
llul>bard,  and  he  by  Rev.  Mr.  Atkins.  As  the  resolution 
of  a  series  of  difficulties  passed  through  by  the  Thorndike 
organization,  the  two  societies  came  together  during  the 
present  year,  and  now  form  one  large  d^urch  with  about 
300  members.  The  double  congregation  sustain  pubUc 
worship  at  the  town  hall,  located  between  the  two  villages. 

The  manufacturing  interest  of  Palmer  is  quite  impor- 
tant, its  fine  water-power  being  well  employed.  A.  V;. 
Blanohabd  &  Co.  manu&cture  scythes,  wheel-rims^  and 
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plough-handles,  employing  from  thirty  to  forty  Imnda.  Their 
scythe  manufacture  has  heen  in  operation  30  years,  and 
their  Avood-bending  business  al)out  two  years.  They  turn 
out  ajinually.  in  scythes,  a  product  of  $18,OUO;  plough- 
handh^s,  6^  *  ""^;  ^vlieel-rims,  Sli),n(  ().  Tlic  number  of 
scythes  made  annually  i<?  2,000  dozen.  In  addition  to  this, 
Messrs.  Blanchard  <fc  Co.  construct  annually  about  82,UU0 
worth  of  machinery  for  turning,  bending  and  polishing 
plough-handles. — The  Boston  Duck  Co.  manuikcture  col- 
ton  duck,  and  employ  450  hands  in  the  business.  Thej 
consume  annually  2,400,000  pounds  of  cotton,  at  a  cost  of 
$340,000.  The  amount  of  production  is  2,250,000  yardsi 
of  the  value  of  S5 7 5,000.  The  concern  has  l>een  in  opera- 
tion six  years. — ^In  1837,  the  Thobkdike  MAMtrFAcrim- 
nvG  Co.  erected  a  stone  cottoa  mill,  and  put  it  in  (^ration 
the  same  year.  In  1846  and  1847  they  erected  a  second 
mill,  and  in  both  these  establishments  are  now  occupied 
about  500  hands.  No.  1  mill  manufactures  shirtings  34 
inches  wide,  of  Na  40  }  ams,  and  No*  2  mill  is  engaged  in 
the  production  pf  bed-ticks,  denims  and  stripes.  The 
amount  of  cotton  consumed  annually  is  about  3,120  bales, 
valued  at  $175,000.  The  amount  of  annual  production  is 
4,500,000  yards,  valued  at  $390,000.— The  Palmek  Man- 
ufacturing Company  commenrod  operations  in  1832. 
They  employ  170  hands  in  the  liiamifafturo  of  printing 
cloths,  w  ho  turn  out  5,500  yards  per  day,  \  alued  at  §275. 
The  amount  of  cotton  consumed  annually  is  281,000  lbs., 
valued  at  it 3 6,000.  Their  mill  is  of  the  capacity  of  10,000 
gpiiidle.s. 

There  are  13  school  districts  in  the  town,  and  there  was 
appropriated  for  the  support  of  public  t^chools,  in  1854,  the 
sum  of  S8,7G()  32.  i  n'  this,  .$525  was  appropriated  for  the 
support  of  a  iii^rh  school,  to  be  kept  two  terms  at  Thorndike 
village,  one  at  the  Depot,  and  the  other  -M  Three  Rivers. 
Of  the  grand  sum,  S3,o25  was  raised  by  tax,  while  the  in- 
come of  the  school  fund  was  SI 91  82,  and  of  the  Memck 
Fund,  S49  50.  The  whole  number  of  scholars  in  town  is 
818.  The  valuation  of  property  in  1854  was  1,2 G7, 907, 
and  the  amount  of  taxes  raised,  $8,953  21.  The  population 
of  Palmer  in  1840  was  2,150 ;  in  1850,  S,896  ;  increase  in 
ten  years,  1,746. 
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RUSSKLL. 

Russell  lias  a  brief  history,  and  is  ainoii<j:  thr  new  and 
small  mountain  towns  of  Western  Hampden,  it  was  orig- 
inally a  j)art  of  Westfield,  and  belonged  to  that  portion  of 
it  called  New  Addition.*'  This  addition  to  the  town  of 
Westtield  wiis  granted  by  the  Legislature,  hi  answer  to  a 
petition  of  the  people  of  that  town,  who  wished  for  the  land 
on  account  of  its  stone.  The  first  settlers  upon  the  tract 
Avere  two  brothers  of  the  name  of  Jiarber,  and  a  Mr.  Gray, 
"They  lived  upon  the  road  leading  from  Westfield  to 
Blandfordy  by  Sackett's  and  up  the  mountain,  then  called 
Glasgow  mountain."  The  town  was  incorporated,  February 
25, 1792.  It  lies  wholly  upon  the  mount^n  range  that 
runs  through  Western  Massachusetts,  and  near  its  geo-> 
graphical  center  there  is  a  pond,  some  two  miles  in  circum* 
'  ference,  well  stocked  with  fish,  from  which  a.  brook  flows 
that,  uniting  with  another  from  Blandford,  forms  a  water- 
power  for  the  operation  of  several  saw-mills.  The  town 
affords  exeellent  pasturage  for  cattle,  and  sends  to  mai'ket 
large  (piaifctities  of  wood,  hemlock-boards,  &:c. 

During  the  Revululionary  War,  the  road  leading  from 
Springfield  to  Albany  entered  Ku^^lII  near  the  Suuth-East 
corner,  ()\  (  r  "  Glasgow  mountain."  On  this  mountain, 
which  Dr.  liitchcock  calls  "  Little  Tekoa,**  a  black  serpen- 
tine rock  is  found,  wliieli  has  been  quarried  to  some  extent. 
It  contains  ><)  ninchiron  that  when  pulverized  it  i>  ^Lnsitive 
to. the  hiliuenee  of  the  magnet.  There  is  difiused  throu^rh 
the  rock,  however,  a  brittle,  straw-colored  mineral  that  pre- 
vents it  from  receiving  a  good  polish. 

A  Congregational  Church  was  organized  in  Russell  on 
the  1st  of  November,  18UU,  by  Rev.  Joseph  Badger  of 
Blandford,  consisting  of  15  members.  It  never  had  a  set- 
tled pastor.  From  1820  to  1826,  the  Home  Missionary 
Society  of  the  county  expended  $50  a  year  for  preaching, 
and  the  occasional  services  of  a  minister  were  enjoyed  for 
the  first  thirty  years  after  the  organization  of  the  church. 
The  church  is  now  extinct,  as  is  also  a  Methodist  Church, 
formed  later.  These  two  bodies  united  in  building  a  meet- 
ing house  near  the  pond  above  alluded  to,  but  the  building 
is  now  seldom  used. 

The  only  record  of  the  first  Baptist  Church  in  Russell 
consist  of  the  articles  of  faith  and  covenant  adopted  by  that 
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body.  It  is  entitled,  "  The  religious  covenant  and  articles 
of  faith  and  practice  of  the  Second  Baptist  Church  in 
Westfield,  M;u>s.,  begun  June  G,  1780,  now  under  the  cure 
of  Elder  Ebenezer  Stowe,  ordained  over  said  church  No- 
vember 28, 1 787."  Owing  to  causes  which  are  not  recorded, 
the  church  \v;is  dissolved  about  25  years  after  its  oriraiiiza- 
tiou.  On  the  18ih  of  .luly.  181G,  another  Baptist  (  hiirch 
"was  formed,  consisting  of  uG  members,  many  of  wlioin  had 
belonged  to  the  previous  organization.  Tlie  lir>t  niinist<'r 
was  Rev.  Asa  Todd,  \\\\o  was  ordained  in  181*1.  lf(i  was 
followed  in  1825  by  Rev.  Ama>a  Clark,  dismissed  in  1833  ; 
Mr.  Clark  by  Rev.  Mr.  Child  in  1833  ;  Mr.  Child  by  Rev.  J. 
M.  Whipple  in  1842,  dismissed  in  184-4;  Mr.  Wliipple  by- 
Rev.  J.  M.  Phillips  in  1844,  dismissed  in  184G ;  Mr. 
Phillips  by  Rev.  George  Gunn  in  184G,  dismissed  in  1848; 
Mr.  Gunn  by  Rev.  M.  II.  Rising  in  1849  ;  he  by  Rev.  Les- 
ter Williams  in  1851 ;  who  was  dismissed  in  1853.  Rev. 
J.  C.  Carpenter,  the  present  pastor,  became  connected  with 
the  charge  the  same  year.  A  house  of  worship  was  built 
by  the  first  organization  noticed,  in  1791.  The  present 
church  occupied  it  until  1823,  when  it  was  burnt  bj  an  in- 
cendiary. Another  house  was  built  in  1826,  on  the  same 
site.  In  1853,  a  house  was  built  in  another  location,  finished 
neatly  and  furnished  with  a  bell  and  organ,  at  a  total  cost 
of  S2,300.  Three  hundred  and  twenty  persons  have  been 
connected  with  the  present  church  since  its  formation,  and 
100  belong  to  it  at  the  present  time. 

Reuben  A.  Chapman,  Esq.,  of  Springfield,  a  gentleman 
of  sterling  reputation  as  a  lawyer  and  a  citizen^  originated 
in  Russell.  His  sister,  ^Irs.  Clarissa  C.  Armstrong,  whose 
husband  is  now  iiiinister  of  Public  Instri*ction  in  the  Sand- 
wich Islands,  was  also  a  native  of  Russell,  and  there,  in  tlu; 
feeble  church  whose  candle  has  now  gone  out,  received  llui 
religious  iustiuctiou  which  has  made  her  a  usel'ul  foreign 
missionary. 

The  population  of  the  town,  in  1840,  was  exactl}^  1000. 
In  1850,  it  was  532,  showing  a  greater  decline  ot"  popula- 
tion in  ten  years  than  any  other  lovrn  in  the  county.  The 
facilities  ot"  travel,  and  the  opeuing  of  new  avenues  of 
business  tell  very  powerfully  upon  the  sterile  mountain 
towns.  One  hundred  and  five  of  the  present  population 
are  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  years.  There^||^'* 
8even>school  districts  in  the  town,  and  there  was  raise 
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the  support  of  school?;,  in  1854,  the  sum  of  S300.  The 
valuation  of  property  in  1850  was  81(57,528,  boing  an  in- 
crease of  $70,000  in  ten  years,  notwithstanding  the  remark-  . 
ijAe  decline  in  population* 

SOUTHWICK. 

Samuel  Fowler  became  the  first  settler  within  the  terri- 
•  tory  of  Southwick  in  1734.  That  territory  was  then  within 
the  boundaries  of  Westfield,  and  remained  thus  until  Nov. 
7)  1770)  when  it  was  incorporated 'as  a  district,  with  the 
present  name,  probablj  with  regard  to  its  relation  in  posi- 
tion to  the  moUier  town.  The  records  of  its  early  days 
are  very  scanty  and  unsatisfactory.  Mr.  Fowler  located 
himself  in  the  North  part  of  the  town,  then  called  ^  Pov- 
erty,"' with  reference  to  the  lightness  of  the  soil  in  that 
locality.  After  the  town  had  somewhat  advanced  in  se^ 
tlement,  but  at  what  date  it  does  not  appear,  it  was  the 
scene  of  a  singular  project,  the  murks  of  which  are  still 
apparent  At  the  Southeast  comer  of  the  town,  breaking 
the  Northern  line  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  bounf 
ing  on  the  East  a  strip  of  Massachusetts  territory  that 
descends  into  that  State,  there  is  a  pond  containing  an  area 
of  about  six  hundred  acres.  The  project  was  conceived  of 
draining  this  pond,  for  the  sake  of  the  rich  laud  which  it 
was  supposed  could  be  formed  from  its  bed.  This  work 
was  actually  undertaken  by  a  company  in  England,  for 
whom  Joseph  Forward  acted  as  agent.  It  was  supposed 
that  this  body  of  water  could  be  drained  more  cheaply  ' 
than  the  land  around  it  coul»l  be  cleared.  The  canal  was 
actually  corameuced,  leading  in  a  Northerly  direction 
towards  Westheld,  and  its  mark  is  familiar  to  tliis  day  with 
the  residents  of  the  region.  The  j)roj('ct  was  never  com- 
pleted, doubtless  because  it  w.*is  found  entircdy  impractica- 
ble. A  Congregational  Church  wa^  orcrnTiizi^'d  on  tlie  17th  * 
of  August,  1778.  On  the  suceeediug  27th  of  ()etob(^r. 
Rev.  Abel  Forward  was  ordained  as  its  pastor.  He  was 
a  faithful  minister,  and  a  good  man."  He  lived  with  his 
charge  until  the  15th  of  January,  1786,  when  he  died  at 
the  age  of  38  years. 

The  early  records  of  the  district  have  been  lost.  The 
book  of  records,  still  extant,  in  part,  came  accidentally  into 
the  possession  of  a  joung  woman  who  did  not  know  its 
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YdXnBf  and  its  first  IcayeB  were  devoted  to  the  uses  of  % 
.scrap  book  before  its  discovery  and  recovery.   A  portion 
of  the  records  of  revolutionaiy  times  is,  however^  left^ 
'and  shows  that  the  people  were  possessed  with  the  tme 
spirit  of  the  times.   On  the  14th  of  March,  1775,  there 
was  a  vote  to  snpplj  the  district  with  one  barrel  of  powder 
and  150  pounds  of  lead.   At  the  same  date,  it  was  voted  ' 
^  to  give  Amos  Loomis  nine  shillings  for  seeping  the  met* 
ing  hose,  and  feching  water  for  crtsning.**  April  20, 1775, 
it  was  voted  to  raise  twenty -five  minute  men,  and  to  pay 
them  according  to  the  recommendation  of  the  provincial 
Congress.   It  was  also  voted  that  they  should  ^  rig  their 
'  guns  apon  the  town's  cost  that  an't  able  to  rig  their  otm 
guns,  and  the  cost  to  be  taken  oat  of  their  wages."  There 
is  no  record  of  the  marching  of  the  minute  meh,  but  a  vote 
on  the  24th  of  April  to  raise  £7  10s. "  to  send  to  the  men 
who  are  gone  to  Boston  as  minnet  men/*  is  sufficient  upon 
tliat  point.    James  Smith  was  api)oint(,'d  to      to  the  com- 
pany, which,  it  appears,  was  u ruler  tlie  conuiiaiid  of  Capt, 
^©wler,  "to  carry  the  money,  Smith  to  lose  his  time  and 
>  to\7n  to  bear  his  charsfes."    On  the  "2iH\i  of  ]\raY.  it 
voted  to  choose  a  delegate  to  go  to  the  Colonial  Cun- 
%nd  also  that  the  town  trcasnrer  should  have  the 
'hat  was  collectod  by  James  Cami)hell  to  pay  into 
mcial  treasury,  the  collector  and  t<)\\ii  tr<;asurer 
-nved  harmless  on  the  town's  miarantv.    This  Piim 
mted  to  £')[)  18s.    Noah  Loomis,  Silas  Fowler,  Wil- 
.n  Mooi''\  rlnhn  Kent,  Deacon  Norton,  Solomon  Stevens 
«nd  Ephraim  (  iritha  were  the  iievolutionary  (Jommittee 
of  Correspondence. 

For  the  year  1775,  the  district,  or  town,  as  it  constantly 
calls  itself  in  the  records,  though  it  was  not  incorporated  as 
such  until  1779,  voted  to  raise  £15  for  schooling,  and  not 
to  dismiss  the  *'  Baptes"  from  their  minister  ratp. 

By  examining  the  map  of  Massachusetts,  it  will  be  seen 
that  a  small  tract  of  land  in  Soutlnvick  descends  into 
Connecticut,  and  breaks  the  direct  line  of  boundary  l)etween 
the  States.  It  appears  that  originally  this  tract  was  larger, 
extending  later^ly  to  the  width  of  the  town,  and  was 
divided  by  the  pond  already  described.  This  tract  was 
claimed  by  Connecticut,  and  the  reason  why  it  does  not 
belong  to  that  State  is  not  apparent ;  but  since  1800,  the 
10* 
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portion  on  the  West  side  of  the  pond  has  been  left  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts.  A  Mr.  Moore,  living  on 
the  tract  in  question,  received  a  warning  to  a  militia  train- 
ing in  Connecticut,  but  refused  to  appear,  denying  that  he 
was  within  the  jurisdiction  of  that  State.  The  case  was 
carried  into  the  Connecticut  Legislature,  which  decided  it 
*  on  the  side  of  the  deiiucpient.  It  appears  also  that  the 
people  living  on  the  East  side  of  the  pond  chose  to  fiiny 
in  Coiiuectieut.  from  the  dilHculty  of  getting  across  the 
pond  to  do  their  business  in  Southwick,  while  those  on  the 
other  side  wished  to  remain  in  Massachusetts,  because  the 
pondwius  between  them  and  their  voting  place  in  Connecti- 
cut. Accordingly,  the  tract  on  the  AVest  side,  about  two 
miles  square,  was  left  to  Massachusetts,  while  that  portion 
of  the  town  of  Southwick  on  the  East  side  was  allowed  to 
remain  in  the  sister  state. 

To  illustrate  the  changes  that  have  tal^en  place  in  this 
tract,  we  give  the  following  statement :  Some  thirty  years 
ago,  or  more,  a  will  waa  brought  from  Southwick  to  Spring- 
field, to  be  proved,  of  a  man  who  wa.s  bom  on  this  tract  of 
land,  and  had  lived  to  old  age  and  died  upon  the  same  spot ; 
bat  during  this  time  be  bad  lived  in  two  States,  three 
counties,  and  four  towns.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of 
AVestfield,  county  of  Hampshire,  and  State  of  Massachusetts. 
Then  the  tract  was  thrown  \\dthin  the  town  of  Simsburyi 
county  of  Hartford,  and  State  of  Connecticut  It  was 
subsequently  embraced  witbing  tbe\lines  of  Granby  in  the 
same  state  and  county.  The  next  change  threw  it  into 
Southwick,  which  subsequently  was  embraced  in  the  county 
of  Hampden.  Thus  was  a  man  who  never  left  the  place 
of  bis  birth,  a  citizen  of  two  states,  a  voter  in  four  towns, 
and  a  resident  witbui  three  counties. 

Rev.  Isaac  Clinton,  the  successor  of  the  first  pastor,  Mr. 
Forward,  graduated  at  Tale  College  an  1786,  and  was 
ordaufied  at  Southwick,  January  30,  1788.  Mr,  Clinton 
was  noted  as  the  author  of  a  treatise  on  baptism,  and  for 
the  faculty  of  making  money  from  a  small  salai  y.  In 
1803,  the  dysentery  prevailed  in  Southwick,  and  tlie  most 
of  his  family  died  in  a  sinprle  week.  He  was  di:>nussed 
fmni  his  charge  Dec.  2d,  18(17,  ami  died  atLowville,  N.  Y., 
iii  1811,  at  the  advanced  age  of  82  years.  Rev.  Dudley 
D.  liossiter,  a  native  of  Stonington,  Ct,  and  a  graduate  oJt' 
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Middlebury  Collo|re  in  1813,  w.-is  oidained  as  Mr.  ClintMii  H 
successor  in  January,  I^SIO.  He  preached  but  one  Sal»l»aili 
al'ter  his  Mi*iiH;aii>ii,  on  account  of  a  sudden  failure  of 
health.  He  was  dismissed  Maich  '2')th  of  tin*  f^Huwuig 
year,  and  subsequently  became  a  merdiaut  in  Ho.-iuu.  K(  \% 
Calvin  Fooie,  a  native  of  Colchester,  (^t.,  and  ii  LTHduate 
of  Middlebury  Culle«re  in  1814,  waf?  ordained  in  It  is  place 
Feb.  2d,  1820.  and  di-nii<sed  May  20,  l.s.'jO.  Durin^r  his 
miuistr}'-,  the  old  nieriiii^r  house  which  stood  half  a  mile 
boulli  of  the  village  was  destroyed  by  tire,  and  a  new 
one,  which  has  recently  underprone  extensive  re- 
pairs, was  erected  in  the  village  in  1824.  Rev.  Elbridge 
G.  Howe  of  Paxton,  a  graduate  of  Brown  Uaiversitj  in 
1821,  after  serving  several  yerfrs  «8  a  missionary  at  the 
West,  was  installed  over  the  Southwick  church  F«?b.  26, 
1831,  and  dismissed  May,  23, 1832.  Rev.  Thomas  Fletcher 
of  New  Ipswich,  N.  H.,  was  installed  at  Southwick,  Feb, 
7,  1838,  and  diamissed  October  21,  1815.  Ilis  health  wa« 
poor  when  he  wa?  dismiased,  and  continued  to  fail  until  he 
died  at  Southwick,  Dec.  4,  1846,  at  the  age  of  58  years 
Bev.  Henry  Cooley  of  West  Springfield  was  ordained  Dec 
2,  1846,  and  was  dismissed  at  his  own  request,  January 
Slst,  1853.  The  church  has  98  members,  and  a  fund  of 
S1,000. 

In  April,  1806,  the  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  in 
Suffieldj  living  in  Southwick,  met  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sulting upon  the  project  of  being  set  off  into  a  distinct 
church.  The  decision  was  favorable  to  the  project  For 
the  purpose  of  constituting  the  new  church,  a  council  con- 
vened at  Southwick,  on  the  28th  of  June,  in  the  same 
year,  at  the  house  of  Au<rustus  Pease.  There  were  pas- 
toi  -  and  delegates  present  from  the  churches  in  Suffield, 
Granville  and  West  Springfield.  The  record  reads :  *'  First 
made  choice  of  Elder  Jesse  Wightman  moderator,  brother 
Daniel  Bestor,  clerk.  After  prayer  to  God  for  direction, 
.by  Eldbr  Hastings,  then  })roceeded  to  busin(\<s  by  calling 
on  the  brethren  and  sisters  for  their  reasons  why  they 
wished  such  an  event  to  take  ]iiace  among  them,  and  hap- 
pily found  their  views  and  ni<)tiv(\s  to  aj)])ear  gosfx-lwise.** 
Tlir  church  was  then  constituted,  and  Elder  llastini;.-.  pive 
them  the  hand  of  fellowship,  "  as  a  church  in  gos}M  1  order, 
and  in  sister  relation  with  the  Baptist  churches  composing 
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the  Daubnry  Association.*'  The  names  of  the  nunuhcv.i 
thus  constiiutfMl  were  Timothy  ^.ubl(%  Sally  Noble,  Betsey 
and  Hiith  ?sui)ie,  Jonathan  and  ilaiinah  Havs,  Abner  and 
Klizabeth  Johnson,  Josiah,  David,  Mehitiibel  and  Deliorah 
K<M\r.  Eunice  and  Rachel  Ixisincr,  Eraslns  liill,  Kaehel 
IJcllaniy,  Ennice  Stiles,  Elizabeth  Kent, MchitabcL  Loomis, 
Chloe  Booth  and  DoUv  ('ani!)!)(H. 

The  records  of  tills  church  liave  been  kept  in  a  very 
singular  manner.  Tliey  seem  to  consist  of  nothing  but 
business.  The  settlement  of  a  minister,  or  the  dismissal 
of  one^  is  not  recorded,  but  the  vote  to  invite  hinii  is,  and 
the  only  way  of  ascertaining  whether  an  invitation  is  ac- 
cepted is  in  finding  out  whether  his  name  is  subseqnentij 
mentioned  as  the  pastor*  *We  shall  therefore  give  ih^ 
votes,  and  such  information  as  they  convey.  On  the  17th- 
of  December,  1807,  it  was  voted  to  invite  Eld«r  Niles  to 
*^  improve  his  ministerial  gilts"  in  Southwick.  Mr.  Niles* 
name  is  not  subsequently  mentioned,  but  in  1811,  we  have 
the  mention  of  *<our  Elder  Bennett  Pepper."  Then  occurs 
a  jump  in  the  records  to  the  29th  of  November,  182i, 
when  it  was  voted  to  invite  KIder  Augustus  Boles  to  preach 
as  a  candidate  for  settlement.  On  the  7th  of  December—* 
the  next  month — Elder  Silas  Boof  ^  was  the  moderator  of 
the  church  meeting.  On  the  SOth  of  Jan.,  182o,  Elder 
John  D.  Hart  was  dismissed  from  the  church  in  Lansing- 
burgh,  N.  Y.,  and  recommended  as  a  faithful  minister  to 
the  church  in  Southwick.  Nov.  4,  182G,  Elder  Hart  was 
dismissed  by  a  vote  of  the  church.  On  the  4th  of  Septem- 
ber, 182G,  Elder  Jeremiah  Bridges,  was  inviKd  to  the 
pastoral  charge,  and  sul)sequent  votes  show  tliat  he  was 
settle(h  Mr.  Jirid'rcs  seems  to  have  been  the  pastor  lor 
the  greater  part  ot  ihe  time  until  1839,  wlicn  it  was  voted 
to  hire  Elder  Charles  WiUet.  May  2,  1840,  ]\Ir.  Willet 
was  ibrmally  chosen  to  the  piisLoral  office.  On  the  31st  of 
May,  18  J.'>,  it  appears  that  he  had  resigned  his  charge. 
On  that  day,  if  was  voted  that  he  be  dismissed,  aAd  that 
Rev.  Charles  Earrar  be  received  as  a  member  of  the 
ehurcii,  and  elected  as  the  pastor.  April  "0,  184G,  Mr. 
Farrar's  resignation  w^as  accepted.  Ang.  3Uth,  184G,  Rev. 
Ralph  H.  Maine  is  mentioned  in  a  board  of  delegates  to 
the  association,  and  Aug.  22,  1847,  Rev.  R.  Russell  is 
mentioned  in  the  sfiipe  ecmneetion.   May  12, 1849,  Bev. 
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Alfred  Gates  Is  mentaooed  as  moderator  of  a  chmoli 
meetiog.  Oa  the  22d  of  March^  Bev.  Z.  S.  Wilds  tendered 
his  resignation  aa  paston  The  church  has  now  no  settled 
minister.  The  records  of  this  church  show  the  existence^ 
through  its  whole  history^  of  the  most  renuu^able  sezies  of 
disciplinary  measures  touching  individual  members  that  can 
be  imagined.  In  fact^  the  mass  of  the  volume  is  devoted 
to  a  record  of  the  means  instituted  to  reclaim  the  wander- 
ing, and  rid  the  church  of  the  unworthy. 

The  Methodist  clmrch  in  Southwick.  wjis  or^^aiiizeJ  in 
181  (5,  by  Kev.  David  ^liller,  consisting  at  first  ol"  six  mem- 
bers, it  was  at  tliat  time,  and  lor  several  years  after- 
wards, connected  with  the  New  York  Coniereiicc.  The 
preachers  that  bavc  kibonid  iir^h(?  cliiirch  have  been  mui- 
titudinous,  as  follows  ;  In  1H17,  Uiliy  llibbard,  Smith  Day- 
ton ;  18ib,  Coles  Caiix'iiLer  and  T.  Clark;  1H19,  Coles 
Carpenter  and  Julius  I'ield ;  18'2(>,  Billy  Hibbard  and 
Robert  Seney ;  1821,  Andrew  McCain,  Samuel  Eighing 
and  Cyrus  Culver;  18'22,  8amuel  Ei<rlini*r,  Henry  Hatfield 
and  Cyrus  Culver;  iS23,  Gerjshoni  i-*iercc  and  Nathan 
Rice;  1824,  Gershom  i*ierce  and  C.  F.  Pelton.  During 
this  year,  the  new  house  of  the  Congregationalists  was 
built  The  change  in  the  location  displeased  those  of  the 
members  who  lived  near  the  old  structure,  and  thej  with- 
drew and  bailt  a  house  further  South.  Tliey  were  unable 
to  maintain  preaching,  however^  and  the  house  came  mte 
the  occupation  of  the  Methodists.  In  1825,  the  preachers 
were  Smith  Dayton  and  Asa  Bushnell;  1826,  David  Mil- 
ler and  Peter  C.  Oakley;  1827,  p:ibert  Osbom,  C.  F.  Pel- 
ton  and  Qyrus  Culver;  1828,  Elbert  Osbom,  Luther  Mead 
and  Cyrus  Culver ;  1829,  Smith  Dayton  and  Asa  Bush* 
nell ;  1830,  the  same.  In  1829,  the  church  was  set  off  to 
the  New  England  Conference.  In  1831^  the  preachers 
were  David  Leslie,  Henry  Mayo  and  Otis  Wilder;  1833, 
Thomas  W.  Tucker  and  J.  D.  Bridge ;  1834^^  Ephraim 
Scott  and  J.  D.  Bridge ;  1835,  Ephraim  Scott  and  Samuel 
Pahner;  1836  and  '37,  Amasa  Taylor;  1838  and  '39, 
Wm.  Taylor;  1840,  Asa  Niles;  1841,  John  Cadwell; 
1842,  David  L.  Winslow.  During  this  year,  the  church 
was  made  a  regular  stiition.  In  1843,  the  preacher  was 
TV  111.  Fleming;  in  1844,  Homer  Clark  ;  1845,  E.  W.  Jack- 
son;  1846,  T.  G.  Brown;  1847,  J.  B.  Bigelow  and  J.  De 
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Toe.    Since  this  time,  preaching  has  been  oceaBtonaL  Rev* 

E.  Scott  has  preached  more  or  less.  The  records  of  the 
Methodist  Church  show  a  present  membership  of  62,  but 
that  number  is  probably  too  large. 

The  town  of  vSouthwick  is  in  possession  of  a  school  I'und 
of  $15,G18  01,  being  the  amount  realized  from  sales  of 
real  estate  bequeathed  to  the  town  ibi  school  purposes,  by 
Richard  Dickinson.  Tliis  fund  very  nearly  suj)}iorts  the 
schools  ol  the  Lown.  Kalf  of  the  income  Irom'this  fund 
goes  to  sujjport  a  grammar  school,  or  academy,  free  to  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town.  The  remainder  is  appropria- 
ted to  the  district  schools. 

The  people  of  South  wick  are  mostly  devoted  to  aprricul- 
tural  pursuits.  Some  titty  years  ago,  a  powder  mill  was 
established  in  the  town,  which  has  been  continued  mider 
various  proprietors  to  the  present  time.  It  is  now  carried 
on  by  Theron  Kockwell  who  occupies  four  liands  in  the 
manuiactare,  working  up  annually  $18,000  worth  of  stock, 
and  producing  250,000  poands  of  powder,  of  the  value  of 
$25,000.  The  variety  of  powder  manoftctured  is  mostly 
that  used  for  blasting  purposes.  There  are  a  few  small 
cigar  factories,  the  largest  of  which  is  carried  on  by  Wm. 

Brown,  who  employs  ten  or  twelve  hands  in  the  busi- 
ness. 

In  1854,  the  town  raised  by  tax  for  general  expenses 
$1,000,  and  $800  for  highways  and  bri<]^ ;  also  $100  to 
be  appropriated  where  necessary,  to  supply  any  deficiency 
in  the  school  fand.  The  population  of  Southwick  in  1840 
was  1,211 ;  in  1850,  1465 ;  decrease  in  ten  years,  46. 

SmiNGFIELD. 

The  early  history  of  Springfield  is  the  early  history  of 

Western  Massachusetts,  and  has  been  recorded  with  sueli 
a  degree  of  detail  in  the  Outline  History  as  to  demand 
little  else  here  than  a  brief  recapitulation,  the  addition  of 
the  ecclesiastical  history  of  ihc  town,  and  m  notice  of  it.s 
present  manufactures.  [Vol.  1,  p.  22  to  44.]  Springfield 
was  the  first  town  settled  in  the  Connecticut  Vallev  within 
the  Massachusetts  patent,  having  been  settled  in  the  Spring 
of  1G3G.  The  planters  were  from  Roxbury,  and  their  first 
miiyster  was  Rev.  George  Moxon,  who  commenced  his  la- 
bora  in  the  town  in  1637,  during  which  year,  prolmbly, 


.  J  i^  .d  by  Google 


flQUirWlILD* 


119 


tlie  Ant  ehmch  wm  orgamied.  Mr.  Moxoo  hftd  Mceired 
EfnBeopal  ordiQatkm  in  Kn<:^land.  He  was  dimksed  at 
bis  own  request  in  1652,  and  was  followed  in  1G61  by  Kev, 
Pelatiah  Glover,  a  native  ^ot*  Dorchester.  Mr.  Glover 
labored  in  the  place  until  iiis  d(aili  uhich  occurred 
March  29,  1(J'J2,  when  lie  had  arri\  td  at  the  age  of 
5  )  3'ear!«.  liev.  Dani<  I  Brewer,  an  Englishman  by  birth, 
and  a  graduate  of  llar\ard  University  in  1G87,  sue- 
r<'('<lrd  Mr.  Glover,  ami  was  ordained  May  IG,  IGD^.  He 
died  on  (he  r^ili  of  Xon  <'nil>er.  17.]3,  in  the  GGth  year  of  his 
age,and  the  4(»(li  of  his  mini-try.  Rev.  Robert  Breek,  of 
Marlbort),  sun  of  Kt-v.  Rcjhcrt  lircrk,  an  eminent  minister 
of  the  sHUie  place,  and  a  gra<lnale  of  Harvard  University 
in  1730,  was  ordaint  d  in  Mr.  iirewcr's  place  on  the  2Gth 
of  January,  17.>('),  and  continued  in  ilie  olliee  until  April 
23,  1784,  when  he  died,  in  the  7 1st  year  of  his  age  and  the 
4ythof  his  ministry.  [F^or  a  full  account  of  Mr.  Breck's 
settlement,  see  Vol.  l,p.  1'^^.]  Rev.  Bezaleel  Howard  of 
Bridgewater,  a  graduate  u£  Harvard  in  1781,  was  ordained 
the  pastor  of  the  church,  April' 27, 178o.  lie  retired  from 
the  active  duties  of  the  ministry  in  1803,  in  consequence 
of  ill  health,  but  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  83, dying  in 
December,  183G.  Rev.  Samuel  Osgood,  D.  D.,  a  graduate 
of  Dartmouth  in  1805,  was  ordained  the  pastor  of  tiie 
church,  January  2d,  180d,  and  continued  in  office  for  a  pe- 
riod of  45  years,  when,  in  1854,  he  retired  from  active 
pulpit  duties.  November  15th,  the  same  year.  Rev.  Ilenrj 
•M.  Parsons  of  East  Haddam,  Ct.,  was  ordained  as  his  col- 
league, and  now  occupies  that  relation.  The  history  of 
this  church  is  the  most  remarkable,  in  one  particular,  of 
any  church  in  the  State.  The  cliurch  has  been  in  exis- 
tence 217  years,  and  was  the  14th  formed  in  the  colony  of 
Massachusetts  Bay ;  it  has  had  a  regular  pastor  with  very 
brief  intervals,  during  the  whole  period,  and  yet,  the 
whole  list  of  its  pastors  (leaving  out  Mr.  Parsons,)  num- 
bers but  six,  the  average  of  pastoral  labor  to  each  minister 
having  been  about  36  years.  Many  a  church,  one-tenth  as 
old,  has  liad  as  many  pastors.  Such  longevity  in  so  diffi- 
cult and  important  a  place,  is  rare.  Dr.  Osgood  still  lives, 
and  his  services  are  in  active  demand,  and  undiminished 
supply,  amoncr  the  neighboring  congregations.  The  old 
church  now  numbers  412  members. 


The  Second  (orthodox)  CongregatkmalGhorch,  located  on 

what  is  known  as  Springfield  Hill,  was  organized  Jan.  8, 1833. 
Kev.  Abrahiim  C.  Baldwin  was  the  first  pastor,  and  was 

ordained  on  the  following  4th  of  December.  He  was  dis- 
missed January  8,  1831),  and  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Eze- 
kiel  Russell  of  South  Wilbraham,  w  ho  was  ordained  on 
the  Ibiiowing  15th  of  May.  His  dismission  took  place  in 
1849.  Rev.  Samuel  W.  Strong  of  Somers,  Ct,  a  gradu- 
ate of  Yale  in  1843,  was  ordained  March  27,  1850,  and 
was  dismissed  in  consequence  of  ill  health  in  1852,  since 
which  no  pastor  has  been  setth^d.  The  church  refitted  an<l 
entirely  remodeled  their  meenitL^-hon'=e  during  1854,  and 
February  22,  1855,  it  was  re-dedicated,  with  appropriate 
sei*vices. 

The  South  Congregational  Church  was  organized  ^larch 
23,  1843,  and  Rev.  Noah  Porter,  Jr.,  of  Farmington,  Ct., 
became  its  first  pastor.  He  was  dismissed  January  5, 
1847,  that  he  might  accept  a  call  to  the  professorship  of 
moral  philosophy  and  metaphysics  in  Yale  College.  Rev. 
Samuel  G.  Buckingham  w^as  his  successor.  Mr.  Bucking- 
ham wets  a  graduate  of  Yale  in  1833,  find  was  first  settled 
at  Millbury.  He  was  installed  over  the  South  Church, 
January  16, 1847,  and  still  remains  in  the  pastoral  charge. 
The  church  numbers  267  members. 

The  North  Congregational  Church  was  organized  Octo- 
ber 28, 184^  consisting  of  23  members.  Bev.  Raymond 
H.  Seeley,  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  New  York  in 
- 1839,  was  installed  as  its  first  pastor,  on  the  Ist  of  March, 
1849.  The  meeting-house  of  the  church  was  dedicated  on 
the  evening  of  the  same  day.  The  present  number  of 
members  is  upwards  of  150. 

The  ^formation  of  the  Unitarian  Church  and  Society  in 
Springfield  grew  out  of  the  disaffection  of  a  part  of  the 
First  Congregational  Church  with  the  instructions  and 
doctrines  of  Rev.  Dr.  Osgood.  The  off-shooting  of  this 
branch  from  the  orthodox  stem  was  a  noteworthy  event, 
and  was  attended  by  circumstances  of  sufficient  interest  to 
call  for  a  somewhat  extended  notice.  On  the  15th  of 
June,  1815,  a  petition  of  the  disafiected  was  presented  to 
the  Legislature,  setting!  flu  th  a  statement  to  the  effect  that 
the  general  tenor  of  Dr.  Usgood*s  ministrations  liad  changed 
since  he  preached  as  a  candidate,  and  for  several  months 
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afterwardB,  and  Huk,  ip  gwir iquenea,  thejr  Ttrr  diinaHiiid 
witii  his  teachings ;  and  praying  for  an  ^  act  of  incorpom* 
tion,  as  the  second  locier^  cf  iba  first  parish  in  Spring- 
fieUL"  Thej  also  pnjed  that  a  part  of  the  ftmds  of  tha 
flnt  parish  might  be  aaiigned  to  them,  in  equitable  propof^ 
tion«  This  petidon  was  signed  by  (U  individuals.  The 
Legislatore  diiected  an  order  of  notice  to  the  parish^  to 
appearand  showcaose^at  the  Wwter  aession,  why  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioBefa  shonld  not  be  granted.  On  the 
24th  of  Deoeinber  foUowing,  there  iras  a  meeting  of  the 
First  Parish,  to  take  mto  consideration  the  petition  of  the 
aggrieved,  ^and  adopt  such  measarea  thereon  as  the  parish 
shoiild  think  best''  The  meeting  was  a  stonnj  and  an* 
pleasant  one.  Many  grieToos  words  and  hard  ^eches 
were  uttered,  and  the  majority  were  disposed,  somewhat 
oreibearingly,  to  make  nse  of  their  power.  There  were 
many,  howerer,  who  were  more  tolerant,  and  were  sincere- 
ly desirous  of  reconciling  the  difference  that  existed.  Rev. 
Bezaleel  Howard,  the  former  minister,  was  very  desirous 
to  prevent  a  division,  and  submitted  a  conciliatory  address, 
in  writing,  as  he  was  not  able  to  utter  it,  but  the  inajuiity 
voted  that  they  would  not  hear  it  read.  It  would  seem 
that  the  aggrieved  were  willing  to  remain  in  the  parish, 
provided  Dr.  Osgood  shouM  be  dismissed,  and  a  uiinister 
secured  in  whom  should  be  agreed ;  and  at  this  meeting, 
they  presented  an  address  which  was  formally  entered  on 
thr  parish  rf  cords.  In  this  iiddrcss,  they  state  that  the  rea- 
son why  they  had  petitioned  to  l>'-  turmed  into  a  st  cond 
religious  society  is  that  they  "rannoi  profit  by  the  K(;v. 
Mr.  Osgood's  ministry."  They  deemed  it  useless  to  -;tute 
the  cause  of  their  loss  of  eonfidence  in  iheir  minis ler,  pro- 
fessed a  wish  to  remain  in  the  parish,  and  expressed  con- 
fidence that,  were  the  jiarish  vacant,  it  might  be  united  in 
the  selection  of  another  minisler.  If,  however,  the  major- 
ity deemed  the  labors  of  Dr.  Osgood  more  acceptable  jind 
profitable  than  those  of  any  other  man  could  be,  they  would 
make  no  request  for  his  dismissal.  They  closed  by  throw- 
ing the  responsibility  of  dividing  the  parish  upon  the  ma- 
jority, and  expressing  the  hope  that  the  parish  would  unite, 
in  case  of  separation,  on  some  jnst  and  equitable  mode  <^ 
dividing  the  parish  fianda»  l^e  meeting  appointed  a  com- 
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Inittee,  made  up  equally  fiwm  eaefa  party,  but  they  ecnili 

not  agree  to  any  report^  and  never  reported. 

This  result  was  foreseen^  and  the  seceders  began  to  take 
measures  for  the  fhture.  Jonathan  Dwiglit  made  the  fel* 
lowing  proposition,  viz^  that  he  would  build  ^  a  meeting 
house  of  such  dimensions  and  elegance  as  they  should 
direct,  wholly  at  his  own  expense,  and  present  the  same  to 
them  as  a  free  gift,  provided  they  would  establish  an  ample 
fund  for  the  permanent  support  of  a  minister.'*  So  gener- 
ous II  p  roposition  was  of  course  accepted,  and  the  subscrip- 
tions to  the  Bind  were  very  generously  made.  Two  of 
tiiese  were  S2,500  each,  one  was  112,000,  another  S800* 
Out  of  41  subscriptions,  there  were  only  five  less  than 
$100,  and  but  a  few  so  small  as  that.  In  1819,  an  addi- 
laonal  petition  from  64  individuals,  was  presented,  praying 
fbr  the  act  of  incorporation,  and  on  the  I5th  of  February, 
of  that  year,  the  petition  was  granted,  and  they  were  in- 
corporated as  the  ^  Second  Congregational  Society  in  the 
First  Parish  in  Springfield."  Rev.  Bezaleel  Howard  was 
a  member  of  tlie  new  society,  and  assisted  in  its  organiza- 
tion. * 

This  was  the  origin  of  the  present  Unitarijin  Church  and 
Society  in  Springfield,  as  well  as  the  origin  of  their  present 
house  of  worship.  It  was  a  time  of  very  great  excitement 
and  party  feeling,  and  gave  rise  to  serious  family  atid  social 
divisions.  The  church  edifice  was  ready  ior  occupation  in 
September,  1819,  and  on  the  12th  day  of  October,  1820, 
Rev.  "Wiliicun  B.  O.  Peabody,  D.  IX,  was  ordained  over 
the  church  and  society  as  their  pastor.  Mr.  Peal>o<ly  con- 
tinued in  office  until  he  died,  an  event  ^vhich  took  place  on 
the  28th  of  May,  1847,  in  tlie  48th  year  of  his  ajye,  and  the 
27th  of  his  ministry.  On  ihc  ihh  oV  February,  1845,  Rev. 
George  F.  Simmons  was  in&tallcd  in  his  place.  Mr.  Sim- 
mons remained  in  this  connection  until  1H')1,  when  he  was 
dismissed,  and  on  the  30th  day  of  December,  iS^)'2,  Rev. 
Francis  Tiffany,  a  native  of  Baiiiniorc,  was  ordained  as 
pastor  ot  the  church,  and  still  remains  in  that  relation. 

The  tirst  Methodist  preachers,  of  whom  we  have  any 
record,  in  Sprincrtieid,  were  Rev.  M.  Rayner,  Rev. 
Smith,  and  Rev.  Hope  Ilnll,  who  preached  here  in  1796 
and  1797,  holding  meetings  occasionally  in  private  houfie% 
and  gathering  a  souJl  church  of  fifteen  or  twenty  memben* 
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Hiis  littie  body  was  diininislied  sub^e(iuenti}',  by  removal^ 
and  death,  until,  at  last,  the  circuit  preachers  discontinued 
their  Ti«Tt8.  In  July,  1  HI 5,  a  ^lethodist  Church  was  or- 
ganized at  the  Upper  Water  Sliop:?,  consistmg  of  eleven 
members.  This  was  connected  with  what  was  then  called 
the  Tolland  Circuit  of  the  New  England  Conference,  and 
was  Tisited  by  a  circuit  preacher  once  in  four  weeksy  tbe 
meetings  being  held  in  private  houses  or  school  houses. 
Springfield  became  a  regular  stetion  of  the  New  England 
Cikoference  in  1819,  and  has  80  continaed  since*  In  thai 
year,  Rey.  Daniel  Dorchester  was  appointed  preacher  at 
the  Upper  Water  Shops,  and  meetings  were  held  alternately 
in  that  village  and  at  the  Annory  Chapel,  on  Spnngfield 
Hill.  In  1820,  the  **  Asbury  Chape!  "  was  erected  at  the 
Water  Shops,-the  church  then  consisting  of  77  members. 
Bev.  Messrs.  M.  Fifield,  T.  C.  Fierce  and  J.  W.  Hardy 
were  suecessivehr  appointed  preachers  at  this  house. 

In  1823,  the  Union  Street  Chufch  was  erected,  and  to 
the  new  house  the  old  organusation  was  transferred,  thongh 
meetings  were  BtUl  occasionally  held  at  the  Water  Shops. 
3£r.  Hardy  was  succeeded  in  the  pastoral  charge  by  Bev. 
Messrs  Timothy  Merritt,  D«  Dorchester,  D.  Webb  and  O. 
Scott  In  1830,  under  Uie  labors  of  Mr.  Scott,  a  great  re- 
Tivai  took  place,  in  which  more  than  100  persons  were  ad- 
ded to  the  church.  Rev.  T.  C.  Pierce  again  took  the  pas- 
toral charge,  from  1830  to  1832,  when  Rey.  H.  H.  White 
was  appointed  to  the  station,  assisted  by  Rer.  S.  Benton,  and 
Rey.  M.  Dwight  At  this  time  preaching  was  maintained 
both  at  the  Union  Street  Church  and  Asbury  Chapel,  and 
anoUier  reyival  took  place  in  which  about  150  persons  pro- 
fesf^ed  the  Christian  hope.  In  1835,  the  society  was  diyided, 
and  a  separate  organization  was  maintained  at  the  Water 
Shops  until  1844.  The  preachers  at  Asbury  Chapel 
during  tliese  years  were  successively,  Rev.  Messrs.  E.  Blake, 
ii.  11.  AVhite,  J.  D.  Bridj^e,  W.  H.  Kichards,  E.  Potter,  J. 
Fleming  and  E.  A.  Munning.  Rev.  B.  Otheman  had 
charge  of  the  Union  Street  Station,  at  the  time  of  the  divi- 
sion, and  he  was  succeeded  in  the  pastoral  ebarge  from 
1837  to  1844,  by  Rev.  Messrs.  A.  D.  Merrill,  W.  Livesey, 
C.  K.  True,  J.  liice,  M.  Staples  and  D.  Wise.  At  this 
time,  the  church  on  Pynchon  street  ^vas  erected,  and  the 
organization  of  Asbury  Chapel  broken  up.    From  1844 
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^  Ae  piresent  time,  ihe  preaoben  at  the  Union  Street  Sito^ 

tkm  hare  been  the  following : — Rev*  MessiB.  B»  S.  Hus^ 
G.  LandoD,  W.  R.  Clark,  J.  W.  Mowiy,  F.  Griswold,  M. 
I>wiglit  and  (X  F.  Bragdon.  There  are  now,  in  this  churdi, 
134  members  in  regular  eonnectiony  and  26  probationen. 
The  Pjnchon  Street  Chnreh  was  gathered  and  organized 
ki  October,  1844^  and  consisted  of  about  40  membera. 
Hieir  first  meetii^  were  held  in  Worthington  Grovop 
Tlie  chureh  edifiee  was  dedicated  in  March,  1845,  and  Bev. 
J*  Haskell  was  the  first  pastor.  He  was  sueceoded  b^  Rev. 
G.  Lsndon,  during  whose  pastoral  charge  an  eztensiYe  re- 
Tival  took  place,  and  the  dinrdi  was  much  strengthened. 
Since  1847,  the  preachers  at  this  station  Jiave  been  as  fol- 
lows From  1847  to  1849,  Ber.  Mark  TraAon ;  from 
1849,  to  1851,  Rev.  LA.  Savage ;  from  1851  to  1853, Bev. 
J.  D.  Bridge,  who  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  F,  H»  Newhall, 
the  present  pastor.  Considerable  additions  have  been  made 
to  the  church,  and  it  numbers  at  present  240  members,  in 
regular  connection,  and  GO  probationers.  The  church  edi- 
fice has  recently  been  enlarged  and  improved. 

In  the  year  1817,  Rev.  Titus  Strong,  Red;or  of  St. 
James'  Church  in  Greenfield,  officiated  several  times  in 
Springfield  for  the  beuetit  oi'  a  body  of  resident  Episcopal- 
ians. During  that  year,  through  the  agency  of  Col.  Ros- 
well  Lee,  Superintendent  of  the  United  States  Armory,  a 
chapel  was  ])repared  in  one  of  the  buildinprs  l)(  l()nLrinfr  to 
the  Government,  and  set  apart  for  divine  worbbip  by  liev. 
Mr.  Strong.  Services  were  occasionRlIy  held  in  that  place, 
for  a  number  of  years,  by  various  rlor<2ymen.  In  Septem- 
ber, 1838,  the  church  asked  for  a  missionary  from  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Board  of  ^lissions,  and  Rev.  Ilenry  W.  Lee 
was  appointed,  his  labors  commencing  on  the  28th  day  of 
October  following.  Tlio  Tovrn  Hall  was  used  as  the  place 
of  worship.  The  oi'fr.niizuiion  of"  Christ  Churcli  wa>  efFectod 
on  the  80th  of  November,  1838,  and  in  March,  i8oi),  it  was 
voted  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  erection  of  a  house  of 
worship.  On  the  1st  day  of  April,  1840,  the  consecration 
of  the  church  took  place,  and  on  the  following  day,  Bev, 
Henry  W.  Lee  was  instituted  as  the  rector.  Mr.  Lee  con- 
tinued in  the  rectorship  of  the  parish  until  the  18th  of  No- 
vember, 1847,  when  he  resigned.  On  the  18th  of  May, 
1848,  Rev.  Henry  W.  Adams  was  installed  in  the  place 
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offBfr.  Lec,  hj  Bishop  Eastbarn.  He  resigned  the  rector*  * 
fillip  October  22d,  1849,  and  on  the  22d  of  January,  1850^ 
Bev.  A*  N.  Littlejohn  was  instituted  as  the  rector.  Mr. 
Littlejohn'fl  connection  with  the  church  was  brief,  ending 
July  16,  1851.  On  the  14th  of  January,  18r)2,  Rev.  Wil- 
liam  Spencer  Child  was  institute<l  as  tlie  rector  in  his  place, 
and  still  remains  in  that  relation.  The  church  edifice  was 
enlarged,  remodeled,  and  greatly  beautified  in  1851,  at  an 
expense' of  about  S6,000. 

The  firpt  Baptist  Church  in  Sprin'jfield  was  constitnt*  (1 
in  1811,  consi^t^ll.ir,  at  the  date  of  its  iorination,  ol'  niiietcea 
menobers.  The  church  struL'uled  for  many  yeaj-s  in  feeble- 
ness and, poverty,  holding  i:-  iii<  etings  in  school  or  privfite 
hou'se?!,  until  1821,  being  '^uj»|)lied  oeeasionally  duriiig  this 
time  with  preacliing  by  Elders  Hand,  Hubbard,  Nile-*,  S.iw- 
yer  and  Atwell.  In  the  above  year,  a  cliurch  edilirr  was 
•erected,  near  the  Ui)per  Water  Shops,  of  the  dimnisiona 
of  26  by  36  feet.  In  1832,  Rev.  Allen  Honprh  n  Au^on 
the  first  pastor,  the  ebnreh  then  numbering  oi)  uieinV)ei-. 
Here  the  church  worshipped  for  about  ten  years,  under  the 
pastoral  care  of  Messrs.  Hough,  Nieliolas  Branch  and  Ben- 
jamin Putnam.  The  society  grew,  and  it  wa^  found  neces- 
sary to  erect  a  lartjer  lionse,  whieh  was  done  on  the  corner 
of  ^lapleand  Mulberry  Streets.  In  1846,  the  town  having 
greatly  increased  in  population,  it  was  decided  to  build  a 
new  house  on  a  more  central  location.  The  new  house  on 
Main  Street  was  completed,  and  dedicated  in  September, 
1847,  and  since  that  time  the  church  has  been  much  pros- 
pered. The  church  now  numbers  nearly  400  members. 
The  following  are  the  names  of  the  pastors  in  succession  : — 
Rev.  Allen  Hough,  Rev.  Joseph  Hough,  Rev.  Nicholas 
Branch,  settled  in  1827  ;  Rev.  Benjamin  Putnam,  settled 
in  1830;  Rev.  D wight  Ives,  1 836  ;  Rev.  Hiram  A.  Graves, 
1838  ;  Rev.  J.  W.  Eaton,  1840 ;  Rev.  Humphrey  Rich- 
ards, 1843  ;  Rev.  Minor  G.  Clark,  1846  ;  Rev.  E.  E.  Cum- 
mings,  1850 ;  Rev.  George  B.Ide,  D.  D.,  1853. 

St.  Benedict's  Church,  (Roman  Catholic,)  is  located  on 
Union  Street,  and  was  dedicated  in  April,  1847.  The  first 
pastor  was  Rev.  G.  T.  Riorden.  The  number  of  ju  rsons 
attending  service  at  that  time  was  about  800,  including 
those  coming  from  the  small  towns  in  the  vicinity.  J.  J. 
Doherty  (neither  Reverend  nor  ^verent)  suoceeded  Mr^ 


Digitized  by  GoOglc 


Biotdw,  mid  xemnotd  Mine  three  years.  The  preaeni 
pastor,  Ber*  M.  Blenkinsopi  was  appointed  in  the  Bummer 
of  id51|  aod  the  nninber  now  belonging  to  the  parish  is 
ui> wards  of  9fiOO.  Mr.  Blenkinsop  also  officiates  at  St. 
iuktthew'S)  Chicopee ;  St  Mary's,  Northampton ;  St.  Wil- 
]iam*8»  Ware ;  and  at  Holyoke,  Greenfield,  Amherst,  West- 
ield,  Chester  Factories^  Thomdike,  Three  Bikers,  Pahner 
Depot;  Monson,  bidian  Orchard,  Sec  A  lot  has  been  pur- 
chased on  Worthington  Street,  between  Chestnut  and 
Spring,  for  the  site  of  a  new  church.  The  lot  cost  S3,500y 
and  a  builcUng  is  to  be  erected  upon  it  at  a  cost  of 
$25,000. 

A  Universalist  Society  has  been  in  existence  in  Spring- 
field for  some  thirty  j  t  ars,  but  no  house  of  wmhip  waa 
bailt  until  1844.  Rev.  D.  J.  Mandell  became  the  pastor 
of  the  church  and  officiated  for  a  year  or  two.  He  was 
followed  successively  by  Rev.  A.  A.  Folsom,  Hev.  B.  P. 
Ambler,  (now  a  spiritualist)  Bev.  J.  W.  Ford,  and  Bev.  J» 
Twiss,  who  is  the  present  pastor,  and  under  whose  auspi* 
ees  the  society  has  increased  in  numbers,  and  achieved  a 
prosperity  which  it  has  not  known  for  many  years. 

No  one  cause,  if  we  except,  perhaps,  railroads,  has  con- 
tributed so  much  to  the  material  prosperity  of  Springfield, 
as  the  U.  S.  Armory,  established  within  its  limits.  In  the 
time  of  the  Revolution,  the  town  was  a  recruiting  post,  af- 
terwards a  depot  for  military  stores,  and  then  a  place  for 
repairing  arms.  The  first  shops  were  on  Main  Street,  and 
among  tliem  was  a  laboratory  for  cartridges,  and  other  fire 
works.  The  oldest  record  in  the  armory  relates  to  the 
wuik  done  in  this  laboratory.  It  is  a  record  of  the  work 
done  dux'ing  the  month  of  April,  1778,  and  shows  that 
about  forty  men  were  engaged  in  the  business.  The  pro- 
duct of  their  work  during  the  first  week  was  7,584  car- 
tridges. The  footing  of  the  second  week  is  torn  off.  The 
third  week  footed  up  11,077  cartridges,  and  the  fourth 
week,  15,700.  Not  far  from  the  date  of  this  document,  the 
works  were  removed  to  the  Hill,  wliere,  enlarged  and  per- 
fected, they  are  legitimately  the  subject  of  the  world's  ad- 
miration, and  the  nation's  pride.  The  act  establishing  the 
iiniiory  was  passed  by  Congress  in  April,  1794.  The  es- 
tablishment since  that  time,  has  been  under  the  following 
^superintendence : — 
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4st  Supttmtemian^  Darid  Ajum^  horn  1704  moil  Oototor 

aist,  1802. 

2d  Superintendent,  Joseph  Morgan^  iiom  November  Ut, 
1802,  until  October  31sl,  1S05. 

3a  Superintendent,  Benjamin  Prescott,  from  NoTCtaiber  1st, 
1805,  nntU  August  31, 1813. 

4tli  Superintendent,  Henry  Leohler,  from  September  le^ 
1813,  until  January  15th,  1815. 

5th  SuperintencTent,  Benjamin  Fresool^  fiom  Janiuiy  16th, 
1815.  until  May  31,  1815. 

6th  Superintendent,  Lt.  Col.  RoAwell  Lee,  from  June  lat, 
1815,  until  August  25th,  1833. 

7th  Superintendent,  Lt  CoL  George  Talcott,  acting,  until 
October  31st,  1833. 

8Ui  Superintendent,  John  Robb,  from  November  Ist,  1833, 
until  Apnl  15th,  1841. 

9th  Superintendent,  Lt  Col.  J.  W.  Ripley,  from  April  16th, 
1841,  until  August  16lh,  1854. 

10th  Superintendent,  £.  8.  Allin,  Otthg,  from  August  17th, 
1854,  until  October  18th,  1854. 

11th  Superintendent.  Gen.  James  S.  Whitney,  who  com- 
menced his  term  of  oihce  October  19tb,  1854. 

Ck>l.  Talcott  was  in  temporary  charge  of  the  annorj 
during  GoL  Lee's  last  sickness,  his  death  occurring  on  the 
date  which  we  have  given  as  that  of  tKe  expiration  of  his 
term  of  office.  CoL  Lee  belonged  to  the  army,  and  was 
ordered  to  repair  to  Springfield  on  the  8th  of  May,  1815. 
This  was  during  the  last  war  with  England.  He  arnved 
and  took  command  on  the  1st  of  June.  On  the  15th  of 
June,  a  part  of  the  army  was  disbanded,  and  CoL  Lee  was 
appointed  Superintendent^  as  above  stated. 

We  have  before  us  what  is  styled  a  contract  book,  used 
in  1799,  in  which  tbe  hands  employed  engaged  to  work  for 
certun  terms  of  time  for  certain  wages.  We  copy  «er^ 
tim,  the  agreement,  signed  by  all  the  hands 

We  the  subscribers  do  hereby  severly  promis  and  ingage 
to  work  for  the  Goverment  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
in  the  public  factory  at  SpringfieUi,  or  as  the  public  service 
may  require,  one  year  from  the  dates  of  our  respective  inlist- 
ment,  and  dates  annextto  our  resj^ective  names,  nereof,  unless 
sooner  discharged  under  the  supermtendanoey  of  David  Ames, 
and  such  oiBcers  as  may  be  appointed  in  said  factory  by  the 
authority  of  said  government,  and  faithfully,  dilUgentiy  and 
constantly  serve  the  aforesaid  United  States  as  armorers  to  the 
utmost  of  our  abilities,  for  the  interest  of  the  aforesaid  United 
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States,  and  will,  during  the  temi  aforesaid,  conduct  ourselves 
soberly  honestly  and  indnstriousiy,  and  will  yeld  full  and 
ready  obedience  to  all  orders  we  may  receive  from  lime  lo 
time  for  the  iroverment  of  tlie  artificers  and  ai)prentices  em- 
ployed by  the  United  States,  and  will  make  good  aii  damage 
of  whatever  kind  the  public  may  snstam  by  our  not  fully 
complying  with  the  terms  of  this  inlistment.  and  we  seyerly 
ingage  to  do  the  quantity  of  labor  within  the' terms  and  at  the 
wages  as  annext  to  our  respective  names,  which  wages  are  to 
be  paid  as  shall  be  furnished  by  the  United  States  for  that 
puipose 

The  first  man  who  signed  this  agreen^nt  made  his  mark. 

The  second  signature  was  by  proxy.  •  The  wages  ranged 
from  S7  50  per  month  to  S25,  while $13  and  S15  w^erethe 
ruling  prices  of  labor  among  the  workmen.  The  contrast 
between  the  condition  of  the  armory  then  and  now  is  cer- 
tainly a  gratifying  one.  The  history  of  the  armory  has 
been  one  of  development.  Ingenuity  has  perfected  ma- 
chinery, order  has  produced  ethciency,  and  taste  has 
evolved  beauty  in  every  department. 

The  arsenal,  the  of?iccs,  and  the  principal  manufacturing 
and  storing  buildings  of  the  armory  are  located  on  Spring- 
field Hill,  and  overlook  the  Connecticut  Valley  at  a  charm- 
ing elevation.  "What  is  denominated  the  Middle  Arsenal 
occupies  the  highest  poin!  of  land  in  S})rlngfield,  that  point 
being  above  the  average  level  of  Connecticut  River,  at 
Springfield,  159  40-100  feet.  The  level  of  Connectii  ut 
River  at  this  point  is  40  feet  above  tide  water,  making  the 
site  of  the  arsenal  190  40-100  feet  above  tide  water.  The 
armory  is  situated  in  latitude  North  42  deg.  G  min.  10  sec, 
and  in  lonsritude  72  dei;.  35  min.  12  sec.  Its  time  West 
of  Greenwich  is  4h.  50m.  and  20s. ;  West  of  Boston,  (hu. 
4s.  (less  a  fraction.)  The  heavier  operations  of  tlie  armo- 
ry are  effected  in  another  part  of  the  town,  known  as  the 
"  Upper,"  "  Middle,"  and  "  Lower  Water  Shops" — works 
strung  along  upon  the  water  power  furnished  by  Mill  Riv- 
er. The  land  on  the  Hill,  owned  by  the  U.  S.  Grovern- 
raent,  amounts  to  72  acres  and  2  rods ;  at  the  Upper  and 
Middle  Water  Shops,  10  acres  and  66  rods  ;  at  the  Lower 
Water  Shops,  10  acres  102  rods  ;  total  land  owned  by  the 
Government  in  Springfield,  102  acres  and  10  rods.  The 
principal  building  is  the  new  arsenal.  This  is  200  feet 
long  bj  70  wide,  and  three  stories  high,  each  story  helng 
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Mtfmently  ea|Mioioii8  to  eonlaia  100^  moiketa.  The 

8k»6  'komej  the  offices  and  work  ahops  are  extensive  baiki- 
ings^  and  with  Ihe  dwelling  hooaes  of  the  officers,  also 
owned  by  the  Govemmenty  incloee  a  laige  eqoare,  laid  out 
with  well  kept  grarel  walks,  and  beautiful  trees.  On  the 
Hillt  and  at  the  Water  Shops,  the  Government  own  16 
dwelling  houaee*  The  munber  of  men  employed  in  the 
annofy  is  aboat  400,  at  an  average  of  about  $40  per 
month,  money  earned  at  pieoe-woik  almost  exdusively. 
The  great  improyements  made  in  the  machinery  within  the 
past  twelve  yew  «re  the  result  of  the  ingenuity  of  Mr. 
Cyrus  Buckhuid,  one  of  the  finest  mechanics  in  Amerioa, 
which  is  equival^  to  saying  that  he  is  one  of  ^e  best  in 
the  world. 

The  manufacture  of  the  ^lu^^ket  involves  400  scpjirate 
operations,  and  ii  miijority  of  the  men  emj>loye<l  pertbnn 
but  one  of  these.  Such  is  the  system  pursued  th:it  every 
musket  iiiiide,  in  its  minuh  -t  jiarts,  is  the  feUow  of  every 
other  musket,  so  that  its  parw  would  interchan're  with 
those  of  its  fellows  with  entire  facility.  A  complete  per- 
cussion musket  weighs  ten  pounds,  lacking  a  small  frao- 
tion.  The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  manufacture  of 
muskets  during  every  year  since  the  establishment  of  the 
armory* 
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1795 
1796 
1797 
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1799 
1800 
1801 
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1808 
1809 

3810 
1811 
1S14 
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Muskcte. 
^5 
838 
1,028 
1,044 
4,696 
4,862 
3  205 
4,858 
4,776 
8,566 
8,686 
2,018 
5,692 
5,870 
7,070 
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12  020 
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13,01a 
12,C0() 
12,000 
13,200 
13,000 
13,200 
14.000 
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155X) 
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Alusketfi. 

13  i»00 

13  r>(^ 

14  500 

lf.,(KN) 

10,000 
6,967 
10  7t>') 
9  720 
4,601 
7,690 
12,077 
14  2^35 
14,293 
15.018 
16,215 
18,155 
21.000 
19  800 
14><00 
11000 
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029,660 


In  addition  to  these  muskets^  there  have  been  manuike* 
tored,  since  the  Amory  was  established,  250  rrdes,  1,000 
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piBt<^,  1.202  carbines,  8,660  musketoons,  4,806  caidetff 
arms,  18  model  muskets,  and  16  model  pistols  and  rifles. 
In  1850  and  1851,  113,406  muskets  were  altered,  in  their 
locks,  iriHn  flint  to  percussion,  involving  an  amount  of  la* 
bor  equal  to  the  manufacture  of  7,630  muskets.  From 
1809  to  1822,  inclusive  of  those  years,  and  ezdusive  of 
1811  and  1812,  nearly  50,000  muskets  were  repaired,  in* 
volving  labor  equal  to  the  manufacture  of  11,540  muskets. 
The  musketoons  have  all  been  made  since  1847.  There  is 
much  of  interest  connected  with  the  armojy  that  could 
easily  be  told  did  not  the  lack  of  space  for  it  forbid* 

A  spl^idid  iron  fence,  8  feet  8  inches  high,  has  been 
,erected  on  the  Southern  and  Western  sides  of  the  Oovem- 
ment  grounds  on  the  Hill,  which  adds  mudi  to  the  ele^uat 
appearance  of  the  whole  establishment,  and  tends  to  make 
it  still  more  a  matter  of  local  pride,  and  still  more  in  con- 
sonance with  the  character  of  a  national  institution^  The 
improvement  of  the  grounds,  like  much  of  that  which  has 
been  effected  in  the  operation  of  the  works  themselves,  has 
been  acoomplished  by  CoL  Biple  j,  the  late  militaiy  super- 
intendent. 

The  other  manufactures  of  Springfield  are  varied  and 
numerous. 

The  Amebicam  Machine  Works  w^  organized  in 
-  1847,  by  a  few  gentlemen,  all  practical  mechanics  of  a  high 
order,  with  a  capital  of  $19,000.  The  works,  ever  since 
their  commencement,  have  been  under  the  management  of 
P.  B.  Tyler,  as  president  and  snperintendent,  and  Luvc 
been  eminently  successful.  The  company  has  now  a  capi- 
tal of  880,000,  and  a  surphis  of  over  S40,000.  The  lead- 
ing article^?  niauuiactured  arc  st^itiunary  steam  engines  and 
hollers,  Tyh^r  s  direct  action  steam  cotton  presses,  steam 
saw  mills,  both  circular  and  vertical,  cordage  machinery, 
mint  and  coining  machinery,  &c.  Employment  is  given  to 
loO  hands.  The  stock  used  annually  is  as  follows  : — G50 
tuns  of  coal,  100  tuns  Watcrford  moulding  sand,  950  tuns 
pig  iron,  oOO  tuns  bar  iron,  6  tuns  cast  steel,  150  tuns  boil- 
er ^ates,  9  tuns  rivets,  4  tuns  t  <»|»per,  and  3  tuns  block 
tin.  The  amount  of  production  is  upwards  of  ^225,000 
annually. 

Eliphalet  Trask  manufactures  iron  castings,  working  up 
annually  11^000  tuns  of  uou  valued  at  $45,000.   He  em-i 
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plojs  25  meiiy  who  produce  800  tuns  <»stings,  worth  $60^ 
0(K).    Thtt  Ibundry  has  been  in  operation  18  years. 

T.  W.  Wason  carries  on  a  foundry  for  castint^  oar  and 
locomotive  wheels.    In  this  manufacture  he  consumes 
tuns  of  coal,  and  1,600  tuns  of  iron  annuallv,  oi  tlie  aggre- 
gate value  of  S<^  i.262.    The  iuuiidry  iiaa  been  in  opera- 
tion three  years,  and  empluy.^  28  hands. 

The  A  (t  AAV  AM  FoT'NDUY  is  a  new  cx)ncem,  started  by 
Messrs.  Harris  tV:  Biinic,  on  the  1st  of  February,  1  1. 
The  t«nnidry  is  established  for  general  ^v(n  k,  wiili  -jx  ciul 
reference  to  railroad  bridge  and  nia(  liin<;iy  eastings.  The 
rate  at  whieh  stock  has  l»cen  (  (in-uuit' I  would  amount  iu 
one  year  to  about  l,4()n  uuis  ot  pig  iinu,  and  2.jO  tuns  of 
coal,  valued  in  the  nggregate  at^ii^iJKjO.  Tho  eoneem 
employs  t?5  hand-,  who  produce  ca^tiugs  <rf;  the  vuiue  of 
abu!it  *10U,(Hj»>  annually. 

Sluin*  tV;  Harris  njaLmt;n  tiire  bridge-bolts,  and  nuicliiiicry, 
consuming  annually  4(M)  tuns  of  bar  and  cast  iron,  aiul< m- 
ploving  IM)  hands.  The  eoneem  has  beon  in  operation  for 
eight  years.    The  vnliif  of  annual  production  is  $o5,00(). 

Amos  Call  manutaetures  dividers,  compasses,  eallipers, 
punches,  })oeket  s([uares,  bevils  and  guages,  using  up  an- 
nually 10  tuns  of  inm  and  two  tuns  of  steel,  of  the  aggre- 
gate value  of  $4,000.  He  employs  23  hands,  has  been 
engaged  in  the4)usiness  ten  years,  and  pcodaees  an  ftninnfll 
amount  of  articles  valned  at  $10,000. 

Wright  &  Co,  are  manufacturers  of  car-axles,  coniieo- 
don  rods,  and  wrought  iron  Bhafting.  They  ha¥e  been  in 
operation  five  years,  and  consume  annually  in  their  ban* 
ness  4(30,000  lbs.  of  scrap-iron,  225,000,  lbs.  billet  iron, 
89f;,000  lbs.  Cumberland  coal,  7^,000  Iba.  fire  sand,  and 
6,000  fire  bricks,  valued  in  the  aggregate  at  $18,000. 
Nine  hands  are  employed,  and  produce  annually  (27,600 
worth,  or  476,600  lbs.  of  manufactured  articles. 

T.  W.  Wason  and  Ck)mpany  are  the  largest  mana<> 
fiieturers  in  the  town.  The  articles  manufactured  are 
passenger,  baggage,  freight  and  hand  cars.  In  this  manu- 
lactnre,  Mr.  Wason  has  been  engaged  for  eight  years. 
The  preset  company  was  formed  about  a  year  since.  The 
number  of  hands  employed  is  166,  and  these  work  up 
annually  an  amount  of  stock  valued  at  $196,486.  ThM 
stock  is  mestty  as  follows :  8,000  car  wheeb,  860  tons  of 


bcr  irooy  tonM  oast  iron,  196  oar  axfos,  1,900  grosi 
tcrew8,i6,650feetof  triiaiiuDgB,200  casks  of  naih,  929,000 
feet  of  lamber,  24^400  robber  springs,  §,000  yards  of  crim- 
son phnh,  lOfiOO  lbs.  euriecl  bair,  1,250  lbs.  glue,  1,700 
panes  of  Gknaan  f^ass,. 8,800  lbs.  of  mixed  paint,  400 
gaUoas  of  varaisfa,  150  packs  of  gold  leaf,  17,500  lbs. 
Babbit  boxes,  2,000  lbs-  cotton  irasle,  512  tans  of  coal, 
and  1,200  galkos  of  oiL  Tbe  amount  of  annual  prodno* 
tion  is  50  passenger  cars,  7  baggage  car.s,  300  freight  and 
25  basid  cars,  Hie  aggregate  ndae  of  which  is  $295,000. 

James  Warner  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  <^  War- 
ner's  patent  rifles  and  pistols*  The  number  of  hands 
employed  ranges  from  25  to  50.  Arms  are  manu&otured 
at  the  rate  of  from  2,000  to  3,000  annoallj,  valued  at 
between  $40,000  and  $50,000. 

Mills  and  Carpenter  manufacture  stationary  and  portable 
steam  engines,  employing  25  hands,  and  producing  annually 
engines  to  the  value  of  S50,000.  The  concern  liaa  been 
ill  operation  three  years. 

Cheney  Bigelow  manufactures  sieves  and  wiie  cloth, 
usiii;z  up  annually  about  16  tuns  of  wire,  600  pounds  of 
hair,  and  2,500  dozen  hoops,  handles,  &c.  The  value  of 
the  stock  consumed  is  about  S5,000,  tlie  rmniber  of  h^nds 
employed,  18.  The  concern  has  been  in  operation  12 
years,  and  the  annual  product  is  40,()(i0  feet  of  wire  cloth, 
2,500  dozen  sieves  of  diflPerent  kinds,  with  varying  amounts 
of  different  descriptions  of  wir(^  work,  valued  at  SI 0,000. 

Harris  and  Colton  employ  GO  men  in  the  manufacture 
of  doors,  sash  and  blinds,  and  use  up  annually  in  this  man- 
ufacture 1,300,OU(  )  ieet  of  lumber,  vnlued  at  $45,000.  The 
concern  has  been  in  operation  five  years,  and  produces 
annually  30,000  doors,  10,000  window  sash,  and  H,(KjO 
blinfls,  vabied  in  the  aggregate  at  ^75,000.  A  hu-iiM 
amount  nf  lumber  for  building  purposes  is  also  planed  at 
the  same  establishment,  and  eomes  within  the  labor  of  the 
above  number  of  hands. 

Bailey,  Salisbury  and  Company  manufacture  doors,  sash 
and  blinds,  using  up  annually  in  the  mann^sietare  846,520  - 
feet  of  lumber,  valued  at  S25,395.  The  nmnber  of  hands 
employed  varies  from  30  to  35.  The  number  o£  doors 
turned  out  in  18dd  was  15,460,  besides  sash  and  blindi^ 
Talnad  in  tbe  aggregate  at  $60,000* 
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J.  G.  Chase  and  Compai^  oeeapj  from  20  to  26  htmd$ 
in  dreeaing  lumber.  The  concern  with  its  predeoetmi 
has  been  in  operation  eight  years. 

The  India  Bubbbb  Wer  Manufaotttrino  Compavt 
make  shoulder-brace  webbing,  elastic  and  inelastic,  ooltofi 
and  silk  elastics,"  and  cotton  and  silk  cords  and  braada  of 
vaxtons  kinds*  There  are  employed  in  the  eonoem  six 
men  and  boys  and  twenty  girls*  They  have  been  in  op^ 
ration  about  ten  years. 

Kibbe»  Crane  and  Company  employ  forty  hands  in  the 
manufacture  of  confectionery  in  all  its  branches.  They 
use  up  annually  in  this  manufacture  250  tuns  of  sugar, 
30,000  lbs.  of  gum  arabic,  6,000  lbs.  almonds  and  pearnuts, 
40,000  wood  and  pi^>er  boxes,  8,000  bushels  of  charcoal, 
and  75  tuna  of  hard  coaL  The  coneem  has  been  in  op^ 
ration,  with  occasional  changes  in  the  constituents  of  the 
firm,  fifteen  years,  and  produces  annually  300  tuns  <tf 
candy. 

D.  H.  Ripley  and  Company  are  manufacturers  of  cheek* 

ed  cassimeres  and  doe-skins.  They  consume  annually 
52,000  lbs.  of  wool,  valued  at  $25,000.  The  number  of 
hands  em[)loye(l  ranges  from  3o  to  40,  who  turn  out  weekly 
1,5UU  yards  ot  iiibric,  valued  at  75  cents  ])er  yard,  and 
aiuuLiiiiiug,  by  that  avei^age^  to  the  amiuul  protluct  of 

John  K.  llixon  laanufactu res  boots  and  hoes,  occupying 
from  40  to  oO  luiiids  in  tlx    business,  and  using  annually 
from  S15,0UU  to  $20,0UU  worth  oi'  stock.    The  amount  of 
production  is  fiom  $20,000  to  $25,000.    The  concern  has 
been  in  operation  one  year. 

R.  G.  Shnmway  nrul  Company  manufacture  jcwehy. 
Their  concern  has  btxii  m  operation  four  years,  employing 
50  hands,  consuming  annually  S40,000  in  stock,  and  pro- 
duciii*^  6iU(),()0()  worth  of  manutucLured  articles. 

The  Spuingkield  Locomotive  Works,  carried  on  by 
Blanchanl  and  Kimball,  manufacture  locomotives  and 
stationary  engines,  and  machinists'  tools,  using  aimually 
Mi  tuns  of  iron,  valued  at  SZ8,000.  The  c=itablishment 
employs  140  hands,  has  been  in  operation  two  years,  and 
turns  out  two  locomotives  per  month.  The  value  of  the  an- 
nual manufacture,  in  all  its  branches,  amounts  to  $228,000. 

David  Smith  has  been*  engaged  in  the  manufa^cture  of 


t  ai  I  incres  for  twenty-seven  years.  He  now  employs  twenty- 
five  hands,  who  lurn  out  SI  6,000  worth  of  carriages,  of 
yarious  description?.,  annually. 

The  Hami'den  Palnt  and  Chemical  Compan  i  maim- 
facture  chrome  green,  chrome  yellow,  lead-colored,  free- 
stone and  bnff  paints,  and  Glauber  and  Epsom  salts  and 
magnesia.  One  hundred  tuns  of  the  various  kinds  of 
paints  are  calculated  as  the  annual  product,  valued  in  the 
aggregate  at  $20,000, 

The  nieu  of  eininenee  originating  in  Springtield  have 
been  lew.  31  any  note-worthy  meii  have  been  residents  of 
the  town,  but  their  birth-plaee  chanced  to  be  elsewhere. 
Hon.  (ieorcrf*  l^li^s  wns  a  lawyer  of  much  eminence,  win )se 
memory  still  remains  with  many,  now  living  in  his  native 
town  and  State.  He  was  born  in  Springtield  on  the  13tU 
of  December,  1764,  and  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1784. 
He  studied  law  withhiB  father,  Moses  Bliss,  Esq.,  and  was 
admitted  to  practice  08  an  attorney  in  1787.  During  the 
Shays  Rebellion,  he  was  a  law  stud^nt^  but  entered  with 
zeal  and  vigor  into  the  cause  of  the  government,  by  en- 
listing as  a  private  in  a  company  of  volunteers.  He  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  House  of  Bepresen- 
tatives  in  1800,  of  the  Senate  in  1805,  and  was  repeatedly- 
elected  to  those  stations  subsequently.  He  was  for  many 
years  a  member  of  the  board  of  visitors  of  the  Andover 
Theological  Institution,  and  a  trustee  of  Williams  College. 
His  religious  standing  is  indicated  in  the  fact  that  he  held 
the  office  of  a  deacon  in  the  old  Congregational  Church. 
The  degree  of  LL.  D.  was  conferred  upon  him  in  182d» 
by  Harvard  University,  about  which  time  he  retired  from 
active  professional  duties.  Mr.  Bliss  was  also  a  member 
of  the  memoVable  Hartford  Convention,  which  forms  so 
prominent  a  feature  of  the  political  history  of  New  Eng- 
land. He  was  deeply  studied  in  the  law,  and  a  thorough 
worker — untiring  in  industry  and  indefktigable  in  researeh. 
A  notice  of  htm,  in  a  number  of  the  American  Jurist  in 
1830,  says :  fin  his  whole  bearing  as  a  jurist,  and  in  all 
his  various  relations  at  the  bar,  he  was  eminently  distin-  • 
gulshed  by  fidelity,  integrity,  honesty  of  ])urp()sc,  and  high, 
moral  purity.  His  manners  wore  the  semblance  of  auster- 
ity ;  yet  such  was  not  his  temperament.  The  a])[)earance 
arose  entirely  from  his  being  habitually  a  nian  of  thought- 
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fulness.  His  eonveraatioii  wag  Mk  of  imtnictiolii  «i]iv6ned 
with  intemtiDg  anecdotes  and  occasional  sallies  of  wit" 

Mr.  Bliss  has  left  behind  htm  two  historical  pamphlets 
of  great  local  valae^  one  being  a  history  of  Springfield ; 
the  other  a  history  of  the  Hampshire  Bar.  He  £ed  al 
Springfield  on  the  8th  of  Marchy  1830,  al  the  age  of  65. 

CoL  John  Worthington,  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
note-worthy  men  who  ever  lived  in  the  town,  was  a  native 
of  the  place.  He  was  bom  Nov.  24,  1719,  was  educated 
at  Tale  College,  where  he  graduated  in  1740  and  remained 
as  tntor  far  three  years,  read  law  about  a  year  with  Gen. 
liyman  of  Suffield,  Ct.,  and  commeneed  practice  in  1744 
in  his  native  town.  He  was  a  man  of  trreat  intiueiice  in 
the  town,  and  of  wide  practice  in  Iiis  prol'ession.  lli  wus 
Kin<^'s  Attorney,  or  public  prosecutor  for  Old  H{i]u|i>Iiii>j 
county,  and  was  held  in  as  high  esteem  by  the  colonial 
authorities  as  by  his  fellow  townsmen.  The  iuilowing 
copy  of  a  letter,  now  in  possession  of  Josiah  Hooker,  Esq., 
of  Springfield,  in  the  liand  writing  of  Gov.  ilutcliinson, 
will  show  how  highly  he  was  est^^emed  by  the  latter.  It 
will  ))e  remembered  that  the  lettcn-  was  written  wliiie  Ber- 
nar<l  was  (iovcnioi- — in  fhct  during  the  year  in  which  he 
was  recalled,  aud  the  aduiiuistratiou  left  in  the  hands  of 
Hutchinson : 

»♦  Boston,  28th  Fohr.  1769. 

''Dear  Sir:  In  conversation  with  the  Governor,  a  few  days 
ago,  about  the  Attorney  General's  place  which  will  be  vacant 
in  a  short  time,  it  was  agreed  that  I  should  write  to  you,  and 
propos(j  to  you  to  accept  of  it,  provided  a  salary  not  less  than 
X200  sterling  a  year  should  be  annexed  to  it.  I  could  not 
give  any  great  encouragement  to  the  Groyemory  because  it  is 
necessary  an  Attorney  General  should  live  at  or  near  Boston, 
and  I  know  your  attachment  to  that  fo^,  unhealthy  air  from 
Connecticut  River*  which  if  you  do  not  remove,  will  shorten 
your  days,  but  as  it  was  possible,  I  thought  it  best  to  make  the 
proposal.  If  you  can  bring  yourself  to  be  willing,  the  Gover- 
nor will  immediately  represent  to  Lord  Hillsborough  the  ad- 
vantage the  Publick  will  receive  fiuiii  it.  :ind  will  try  to  obtain 
30u  instead  of  200  a  year.  I  will  add  my  little  interest,  though 
I  doubt  not  his  recommendation  would  be  sulhcient.  If  the 
attempt  for  a  salary  should  fail,  it  cannot  be  expected  you 
should  take  the  place,  though  I  fancy  there  is  more  in  it  than 
is  generally  known,  or  SewaU  would  not  he  so  fond  of  it.  It 
will  not  be  discovered  by  me,  aad  I  should  think,  not  by  the 


Governor,  that  such  a  proposal  had  been  made  to  you.  I 
shall  be  glad  to  secure  an  answer  as  soon  as  you  have  delib- 
erated. 

"  I  am  Yours  Sincerely, 

Tho.  Hvtchimson. 
<<To  the  Honorable  Johk  WoRTHiNOTONy  Esq.,  Springfield.'' 

Tliis  plan  was  never  consummated,  but  the  consideration 
which  Col.  Worthington  received  from  the  government  was 
doubtless  the  cause  of  a  leaning  to  toryism  which  subse* 
quently  made  him  unpopular  with  the  patriotic  masses. 
He  evidently  endeavored  to  act  the  neutral,  but  his  sym- 
pathies had  been  made  too  apparent  by  bis  action  in  the 
Legislature.  It  is  a  forcible  commentary  on  the  spirit  of 
the  times  that  this  man,  so  long  honored  and  revered, 
suffered  the  humiliation  of  being  forced  inside  a  ring  of 
whigs  in  the  open  air,  in  his  own  town,  and  there  made  to 
kneely  and  ask  for^veness  for  his  toryira.  From  the  time 
of  the  interruption  of  the  courts  in  1774,  Col.  Worthington 
retired  from  practice,  but  lived  to  the  gcx>d  old  age  of  81 
years,  dying  in  1800.  HJs  law  library  is  now  in  the  pos- 
session and  office  of  Josiah  Hooker,  Esq.,  who  inherited  it 
through  his  father,  Judge  Hooker,  a  student  and  nephew 
of  Worthington.  It  was  one  of  the  best  law  libraries  of 
its  times. 

There  have  been  others  of  more  or  less  note,  whose  na- 
tive place  was  Springfield,  and  among  these  may  be  men- 
tioned the  xiames  of  GoL  Thomas  Dwight^  who  was  a 
member  of  Congress  firom  his  native  district,  and  Dr.  Wil- 
liam Harris,  who,  after  his  removal  from  Springfield,  be- 
came the  President  of  Columbia  College,  New  York. 

Among  the  more  prominent  objects  of  interest  in  Spring- 
field— and  that  object,  certainly,  which  is  cliarii^ed  with  the 
teuderesti  and  strongest  associations — is  the  Cemetery, — 
"without  doubt  the  most  beautiful  burial  place  of  its  area  in 
the  country.  Although  located  close  to— nay,  even  in  the 
city,  it  is  so  secluded  that  its  existence  would  not  be  sus- 
pected by  the  stranger.  It  embraces  35  acres  of  land.  On 
a  portion  of  it  the  forest  trees  still  grow,  and  even  now 
Kature  vies  with  Art  in  producing  one  of  the  most  charm- 
ing combination?  of  hill  and  valley,  stream  and  fountain, 
trees  and  ilowers,  elopes  and  terraces  and  winding  footpaths 
and  open  carriage-ways,  imaginable*   The  Cemetery  is 
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owned  by  a  set  of  propnVtors  who  sell  the  lots  to  ])rivatc 
purchasers.  These  proprietors  were  orgnnizctl  on  tlie  9th 
of  May,  1841,  with  the  name  of  "The  propriclur.^  of  the 
Springfield  CerneU  iy."  Tin;  first  officers  chosen  wero 
Rev.  W.  B.  ().  Poabody,  President;  Elijah  Blake,  Treas- 
urer; I.<  \vis  Warriner.  Secretary ;  Chester  Hardin*:,  Plu li|> 
"Wilcox,  George  Dwi^ht,  Joseph  W  eatherhead,  (  Jeorge  Ku- 
ton,  Samuel  Raynolds,  and  Walter  II.  liowdoiii.  Trustees,  i 
The  land  appropriated  to  the  purposf^<  of  the  cemetery  was 
consecrated  hy  appropriate  services  on  Sund-iv,  Sept.  5, 
1841.  The  excrei&es  were  of  a  very  interesting  ehararter. 
Prayers  were  offered  by  Rev.  IMr.  Staple  and  liev.  Mr. 
Lee.  hymns  composed  for  the  occasion  hv  Rev.  ^fr.  Pea- 
body  were  sung,  a  most  touching  and  beautiful  address  was 
delivered  by  ^fr.  Peid)ody,  and  the  benediction  was  pro- 
nounced by  Rev.  Dr.  Osgood.  Mr.  Peabody  was  greatly 
interested  in  the  enterprise,  and  could  not  have  worked  witli 
more  earnestness  in  its  behalf  had  he  known  that  he  wa>? 
preparing  for  himself  and  the  tenderest  and  dearest  of  his 
family  an  early  resting  place.  On  the  8th  of  September, 
the  ladies  of  SpriDgfield  held  a  fair  for  the  benetit  of  the 
Cemetery,  and  realized  receipts  amountinL'  to  more  than 
$1,300,  the  net  proceeds  being  upwards  of  S 1 , 1 00.  In  sub- 
sequent years,  fairs  were  held  for  the  benefit  of  the  same 
object,  but  none  of  them  were  so  successful  as  this.  By  an 
arrangement  with  the  First  Parish,  the  ancient  burial 
ground  of  the  town  was  conveyed  to  the  proprietors  of  the 
cemetery,  on  condition  that  they  would  cause  the  whole 
ground  to  be  dug  over,  to  the  depth  of  six  feet,  and  every 
yestige  of  the  bodies  buried  there  removed  to  the  cemetery, 
with  the  grave  stones  belonging  to  them.  This  work  was 
accomplished  during  the  summerof  1848,  under  the  super- 
vision of  Elijah  Bl&e.  It  was  estimated  that  all  that  re- 
mained of  2,000  persons  was  thus  removed.  The  burials 
commenoed  on  the  old  ground  in  1(>41.  The  yard  was  thus 
207  years  old.  The  spot  where  some  of  the  best  known 
men  of  the  town  were  interred  had  become  obliterated. 
There  was  no  stone  to  tell  where  Capt  Holyoke,  or  Lieut 
Thomas  Cooper,  or  the  venerated  Glover,  slept  The  ground 
is  now  occupied  by  buildings,  and  by  the  track  of  the  Hart> 
fbrd  and  Springfield  Railroad. 

The  cost  of  the  land  now  owned  by  the  proprietors  of 
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tbe  Springfield  Cemetery  bas  been  4^056  96.  B  has  been 
very  largely  taken  up  by  purchasers,  who  have  adorned 
dieir  lota  with  a  finely  varied  and  never  inferior  taste.  The 
present  officers  are  George  Bliss,  President ;  Lewis  Gor- 
ham,  Clerk  and  Treasurer ;  George  Dwight,  Wm.  Hatfield, 
Benjamin  Day,  Elijah  Blake,  James  Brewer  2d,  T.  J.  Shep- 
herd and' James  B.  Bumrilly  Trustees ;  George  Dwight  and 
8.  S.  Day,  Auditors. 

The  valuation  of  taxable  property  in  Springfield  for 
1854  was  as  follows : — real  estate,  $5,146,490 ;  personal, 
$2,615,760  ;4otal,  $7,762,250.  Appropriations  lor  the  year: 
»  for  city  expenditures  $40,912  50,  county  tax  $7,785  57, 
stale  tax  $3,327,  total  $52,025  07.  The  whole  number  of 
polls  is  3,654,  which  rate  at  $1  65 ;  and  the  rate  of  taxii- 
tion  is  sixty  cents  on  the  $100.  The  amount  appropriated 
ifor  schools  was  $15,240.  The  population  of  Sprin^eld  in 
1850  was  11,330,  since  which  it  has  considerably  increased. 
In  1840  the  population  was  11,013,  but  since  that  time 
Ciiicoj)ce  witli  her  8,000  inhabitants  has  been  set  off,  being 
about  the  aniount  of  increase  in  the  ten  yeai'S. 

TOLLAND. 

Tolland  is  one  of  the  tJmall,  new  towns  of  Western 
iianipden,  and  was  ibnned  fruni  Granv  liic.  The  first  set- 
tlement was  luade  in  1750.  Among  the  hrst  settlers  were 
James  Barlow,  Samuel  Hubbard,  Moses  Gough,  Titus 
1  uwler,  David  Fowler,  and  Robert,  Thomas,  James  and 
John  Hamilton.  Tolland  consists  ot  what  was,  at  hrst,  the 
third  or  West  parish  of  Granville,  and  was  called  West 
Granville  until  June  14th,  1810,  when  it  was  incorporated 
as  a  town.  Thr  town  is  mountainous,  and  liie  hill  on  which 
the  meeting-house  stands  is  supposed  to  bo  tlip  highest  in 
the  latitude,  lyuig  between  the  ( Vjimecticut  and  llousatonic 
rivers.  The  Catskill  mountains  an  visible  from  this  eleva- 
tion. Tolhind.  like  the  other  mountain  towns,  is  a  good 
grazing  region,  and  many  of  the  tarmers  send  to  market 
large  quantities  of  butter  and  cheese.  The  products  of  the 
forests  are  hemlock  boards,  bark,  shingles,  and  some  timber, 
but  the  woodlands  are  so  far  from  market  that  wood  is  not 
sent  off  at  all.  There  are  some  manufactures  from  wood 
turned  out,  a  good  deal  of  maple  sugar  made,  and  there  4s 
one  tannery  in  the  town  of  considemble  importance. 
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There  are  afew  Meihodirt  mid  BaptiBl  flBiiiliefl  in  the 
iowD,  Imt  there  is  no  churchy  except  the  Ccmgregotional, 
which  was  organized  in  1797,  and  over  which,  January  23, 
1798,  Ber.  Roger  HarriBon  was  ordained  as  pastor.  He 

was  dismissed  February  18,  1822,  but  continued  his  resi- 
dence in  the  town  until  his  death,  which  occurred  August 
31,  1^53,  when  he  had  arrived  at  the  ajjc  of  84  years. 
Mr.  lJarri.soii  was  poe^tmaster,  town  cleik,  u  rcpresentiitivc 
of  the  town  in  the  LeorisLiiurf  two  or  three  yror?,  and  filled 
various  town  offices  ot"  importance.  It  was  in  this  part  of 
GranviUc  that  liev.  Gordon  i  iall,  the  missioiuuf) ,  was  born, 
he  making?  his  profession  of  reUiriitn  duriiii:  Mr.  Harrison's 
ministrations,  and  conijiiLUcin;!  with  him  liis^  prcpju'ation  for 
college.  The  church  dej)en<liid  on  stated  supplii  s  aftor  Mr. 
Harrison's  di>iHi»al,  luitil  July  12.  1843,  when  lie  v.  Aloiiro 
Sanderson,  n  native  of  Whately,  and  a  rrrndnate  of  Am- 
herst College  in  1834,  wn««  installed  over  it.  He  wa.«  dis- 
missed from  it  May  5,  1h.')2.  Uev.  Franklin  I).  An<tin,  a 
iiativp  of  Becket,  and  a  graduate  of  Fnion  Coll»  j^  ,  v  a.s 
ordained  in  his  place  June  28,  1853.  The  present  number 
of  members  f>f  the  elnirch  is  99. 

The  population  of  Tolland  in  1840  was  587  ;  in  1850, 
573  ;  loss  in  ten  years,  14.  The  number  of  cliihh  en  be- 
tween five  and  fifteen  years  of  age  is  95.  The  number  of 
school  districts  is  8,  and  tlie  amount  of  money  raised  an* 
nuallj  for  the  support  of  schools  is  $250. 

WALES. 

The  territory  of  Wales  formerly  belonged  to  Brimficld. 
On  the  18th  of  September,  1762,  the  Southern  part  of  the 
M  town  of  Brimiield  was  incorporated  as  the  district  of 
South  Brimfield.  The  tract  thus  incorporated  was  4  miles 
wide,  North  and  South,  and  €  1-2  miles  long,  East  and 
West,  and  included  the  territory  now  embraced  within  the 
towns  of  Wales  and  Holland.  The  Western  part  of  this 
tract,  after  the  incorporation  of  Holland,  constituted  the 
town  of  South  Brimfield.  On  the  20th  of  February,  1828, 
the  name  of  the  town  was  changed  to  Wales.  This  change 
was  sought,  partly  for  the  advantage  of  having  a  shorter 
name,  and  partly  to  acknowledge  the  gratitude  entertained 
by  the  citizens  of  thai  place  towards  one  of  their  number 
—James  Lawrence  Wales — ^who  had  long  been  a  promi- 
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nent  and  very  useful  resident  of  the  place,  and  in  whose 
last  will  and  testament,  then  known  to  havo  been  made, 
there  was  inserted  a  clause,  betiueathing  to  the  town  some 
$2,000.  This  legacy,  after  his  death,  came  into  tlie  pos- 
session of  the  town. 

There  were  settlers  in  that  part  of  Brimfield  now  cov- 
ered by  Wales  as  early  as  1750,  and  probably  not  much 
earlier  than  that  Ainonf!'  the  first  settlers  were  families 
of  Moultons,  Mungers,  Needhains,  Johnsons,  Jurdans  and 
Hoveys.  The  three  first  named,  and  probably  all  these 
families,  were  from  Salem.  Tradition  has  it  that  the  first 
dwelling  erected  within  the  limits  of  the  town  was  by  John 
Moulton.  This  house  stood  a  few  rods  distant  from  the 
Northwest  end  of  the  ])ond,  (a  natural  body  of  water  in 
the  town  covering  150  acres,)  and  was  constructed  for  the 
double  purpose  of  a  dwelling  house  and  a  fort,  by  which 
latter  name  it  was  known.  This  precaution  was  of  course 
taken  for  defense  against  the  Indians,  oi'  whose  depred&* 
tiouB  in  the  town,  however,  there  is  no  account. 

Among  the  older  families  which  have  been  numerous  in 
the  town  are  the  Gardners,  who  emigrated  from  Palmer 
about  1740 ;  the  Shaws,  from  Grafton  about  1750 ;  the 
Kogerses,  from  Windham,  Ct,  and  the  Greens  from  Tol- 
land in  the  same  State,  about  1750  ;  the  Fisks  from  Harap* 
ton,  Ct.,  about  1760 ;  and  the  Waleses  from  Union,  Ck^ 
aJbout  1765. 

A  Baptist  Church,  the  first,  or  among  the  first  of  that 
order,  founde  1  in  this  section  of  the  State,  was  estahlisbed 
in  Wales  in  1786,  containing,  at  the  start,  about  30  mem- 
bers. This  was  the  first  religious  organization  in  the  place, 
and  it  has  oontmued  to  be  the  principal  one  from  that  to 
the  present  time.  Ebenezer  Moulton,  one  of  the  first  set* 
tiers,  was  chiefly  instrumental  in  starting  this  enterprise, 
and  was  one  of  its  first  members.  He  was  not  at  that  time 
a  professed  public  teacher,  but  he  was  subsequently  set 
apart  for  this  vocation.  On  the  4th  of  November,  1741, 
he  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  church,  which  office  he  con- 
tinued to  fill  until  1763,  when  he  removed  to  Nova  Scotia* 
He  afterwards  returned,  and  died  within  the  field  of  his  old 
ministrj.  Rev.  James  Mellon  succeeded  Mr.  Moultooi 
and  officiated  as  pastor  of  the  church  for  about  five  years* 
The  next  pastor  of  ihe  church  was  Rev.  EHjah  Codington* 
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He  was  ordained  Nuvriaher  1 1, 177.^,  jind  reUiinod  {ho  pas- 
toral oilicij  *)3  years.  T\\o  huecessors  of  Mr.  Codiiij]^on 
have  been  Rev.  Messrs.  Jijshna  Eveleth,  Joha  M.  Hunt, 
i  ui>al  Wakefield,  Geor-^c  3Lixt>jr,  Warren  Cooper,  Volney 
Church,  S.  R.  Allan!,  IT.  II.  Ilazlcton  and  Asa  A*  Bobio* 
S'ni,  th'*  hitter  being  th(;  present  pastor. 

A^Mf  iliodist  Church  wai§  esiah)i-1ied  in  1S80.  Rev. 
Horaee  Moulton  was  the  fii*st  preacher,  and  it  was  through 
the  ethcieney  of  his  etforts  and  labors,  mahilv,  that  the 
Chureli  was  organized.  The  suecessor.s  ot  Mr.  Moulton 
have  been  Methodist  Circuit  preachers,  mainly,  viz :  Kev. 
Messrs  Enoch  Bradley,  Amasa  Taylor,  Otis  Wilder,  Jo- 
seph Lewis,  Charles  Virgin,  William  Gordon,  Thomas  W. 
GUe,  Henry  S.  Shedd,  Rufas  P.  BuffkngUm,  Spencer  Tiles- 
ton,  William  A.  Ciapp,  James  Wilflon,  Joiin  Hickets  and 
Daniel  Atkins. 

The  people  of  Wales  are  mostlj  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  There  are^  however,  two  satinet  mills,  with  two 
sets  of  maeiiinery  each^  employing  in  all  about  55  hands, 
and  prodacing  an  aggr^ate  of  230,000  yards  of  finished 
goods  annaally.  About  40,000  pairs  of  boots  and  shoes^ 
principally  the  latter^  are  made  in  the  town  annually. 

Walest  for  several  years  past,  has  raised  by  taxatioDi  for 
the  support  of  public  schools,  the  sum  of  j^400  aminally. 
In  adchtion  to  this  sum,  a  small  amount  is  annually  fur* 
nished  for  the  same  object  by  voluntary  contributionB.  The 
population  of  the  town  in  1840  was  718 ;  in  1850, 705 ; 
decrease  in  ten  years,  18. 

WESTFIELD. 

The  preliminaries  of  the  settlement  of  Westfield  and  the 
settlement  itself  have  foimd  a  somewhat  detailed,  and,  per- 
haps, sufficient  statement  in  the  Outline  History.  [VoL  1, 
p.  64-67.]  It  is  required  therefore,  only  to  record  such 
matters  of  interest  as  remain.  To  recapitulate  briefly ; 
Westfield  was  permanently  settled  in  1666,  and  inoorporar 
ted  in  1669.  Among  the  early  settlers  were  George  and 
Isaac  Phelps,  Thomas  Dewey,  Thomas  Noble,  John  Pon- 
der, John  Qunn  and  John  Moseley  of  Windsor,  Ct,  John 
Boot  of  Farmington,  John  Ingersoll  of  Northampton,  and 
David  Ashley  of  Springfield.  Mr.  John  Holyoke  of 
Springfield  wa&  also  among  the  early  settlers.  He  pceadiAd 
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fibout  six  moiulirt  in  1CG7.  i'lom  1GG8  to  1G71,  Mr.  Moses 
Fisk,  subsequently  settled  at  Qui ih*v,  oiriciated  as  pastor. 

church  was  formed,  howeverj  uiiiil  August  27,  1679. 
Rev.  Edward  Taylor  was  the  first  pastor.  He  eomraenced 
Lis  labors  in  1G71,  but  his  settlement  and  the  organization 
of  the  church  were  delayed  for  several  years,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  disturbances  oonneeted  with  Kinj^  Philip's 
war,  a  full  account  of  whit  li  is  given  in  the  Outline  History. 
[Vol.1, p.  113-119.]  Mr. Taylor  was  ordained  on  the  day  of 
the  orp^anization  of  th«»  ehnrch,  ainl  prciiched,  as  was  then 
the  custom,  his  own  ordination  sermon,  i  1(;  was  something 
uf  a  }>hysieian,  and  ministered  as  well  to  the  diseases  of 
the  body  as  of  the  soul.  8ome  of  Mr.  Taylor's  descend- 
amts  still  hold  land  once  owned  by  him.  lie  died  June  24, 
1728,  at  the  age  of  87  years. 

The  boundaries  of  Westfield  at  one  time  included  South- 
wicky  which  continued  a  part  of  it  until  November  7, 1770, 
when  it  was  incorporated  as  a  district.  Russell  was  taken 
from  that  part  of  Westfield  called  the  New  Addition.  This 
part  was  obtained  from  the  General  Court  in  answer  to  a 
petition  for  ^<  larger  accommodations,''  the  people  needing 
it  for  a  stone  quarry.  Most  of  the  materials  for  founda- 
tions and  cellar  walls  were  brought  from  this  place. 

The  town  records  are  instructive  of  the  nature  of  the 
business  of  the  times,  the  peculiarities  of  the  people,  and 
the  manner  o£  conducting  aOairs.  March  4,  1695,  the 
town  granted  to  Thomas  Noble  the  liberty  of  the  pines  one 
half  a  mile  square,  to  make  ^'roysum'*  for  three  yeard. 
Similar  grants  were  made  at  the  same  meeting  to  Nathan- 
iel Lee,  John  Shepard  and  ISamuel  Allen.  In  1716,  Wil- 
liam Loomis  had  liberty  to  collect  turpentine  from  400 
trees  on  ^  brook  hiU,**  by  paying  two  shillings  a  hundred. 
Jonathan  Phelps,  John  Fowler  and  Samuel  Hancfaet  had 
liberty^' to  tend  400  boxes  near  Northampton  bounds.'* 
Samuel  Loomis  had  liberty  to  set  400  boxes  for  turpentine 
near  hundred  acres.**  In  1719,  it  was  voted  that  the 
new  meeting  house  should  not  be  where  the  old  one  was ; 
and  that  it  should  be  built  "  barn  falion,"  with  a  "  bell 
coney"  in  the  middle  of  it.'  In  172K  it  wiis  voted  that 
the  pews  next  the  pulpit  sliould  be  hin^hest  in  dignity. 
The  next  year  it  was  voted  that  persons  should  be  seated 
in  the  meeting  house  according  to  their  age  and  estate,  and 
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tbat  00  much  as  any  man's  estate  is  increa-cd  by  his  ne- 
groes, ^  that  $h(dl  he  left  out:*  If  a  man  lived  on  a  hired 
farm,  or  hath  obtamed  his  property  by  marrying  a  wid- 
oWy  it  shall  be  reckoned  only  one^third,"  that  is,  he  shall 
have  only  one-third  as  much  dignity  as  if  he  owned  his 
form,  or  had  acquired  his  money  by  his  own  indnstij.  In 
1701,  it  was  Yoted  that  all  boys,  from  6  to  20  yean  of  age, 
should  pay  the  schoolmaster,  whether  they  should  attend 
school  or  not*  In  1720  it  was  voted  to  leave  ^  the  con^ 
cem  of  hiering  a  wrighting  schoolmaster  with  the  select- 
men.** Widow  Catlurine  Noble  was  the  first  female 
school  teacher  in  the  town.  In  1725,  it  was  voted  to  give 
her  ^  25  shillings  a  month  to  teach  school,  so  long  as  the 
town  sees  cause  to  improve  her  in  that  capacity,  or  she 
sees  cause  to  keep  it** 

The  records  of  the  town  during  the  time  of  the  Revo- 
lution have  been  lost,  so  that  the  votes  passed  at  that  time 
are  not  to  be  known.  The  people,  with  few  exceptions, 
were  earnestly  dt* voted  to  the  cause  of  independence. 
Among  the  names  ut'  the  many  iUithful  men  furnished  to 
the  country  by  Westlield  in  the  time  of  the  Revolution, 
that  of  Gen.  William  Shepard  > lands  pre-eminent.  He 
possessed  only  such  a  common  school  educjition  as  was  ob- 
taiualtle  100  years  apro.  In  1754,  lie  was  a  private  soldier 
in  the  army,  engaged  against  the  French  and  Lidians.  In 
1758,  at  the  age  of  21,  he  became  Lientenant  of  a  com- 
pany in  his  native  town,  and  the  next  year  was  made  Cap- 
tain. In  1775,  lie  received  the  (•<»nunission  ol"  a  Lieut. 
Colonel,  and  in  thf  Hevolution  saw  nuieh  active  service. 
He  assisted  in  bringing  the  troops  oil"  I'roni  Long  Island, 
was  at  Saratoga  when  Burgoyne  capitulated,  Ibught  at  the 
battle  of  Monmouth,  and  was,  dnring  the  Revoluiiun,  in 
21  other  engagements ;  and  established  a  high  character 
for  bravery,  sonnd  judgment  and  hnmanity.  The  disiiu- 
gnished  })art  acted  by  him  in  quelling  the  Siiays  Rebellion 
has  been  related  in  full,  in  the  history  of  that  unfortunate 
and  mischievous  affair.  [Vol.  I,  p.  2fil-2G5.]  For  six 
years  he  represented  his  native  district  in  Congress,  and 
died  in  1817,  at  the  good  old  age  of  80  years. 

To  resume  the  thread  of  the  ecclesiastical  history  of 
Westfield :  Rev.  Nehemiah  Bull,  a  ifadve  of  I^png  Island, 
and  a  graduate  ixf  Yale  in  1723,  was  ordained  as  colleague 
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pastor  with  Mr.  Taylor  Oct.  26,  1726.  He  died  April  12, 
1740^  at  the  age  of  39  years.  Rer.  John  Ballantine,  a  na^ 
tire  of  Boston,  and  a  graduate  of  Harvard  in  1735,  suc- 
ceeded Mr*  Bull,  June  17, 1741.  IVIr.  Ballantine's  mother 
was  a  descendant  of  Governor  Winthrop.  He  died  F eb- 
ruary  12, 1776,  at  the  age  of  60  years.  He  was  succeeded 
in  the  pulpit  Nov.  21,  1781,  by  Rev.  Noah  Atwater,  who 
labored  there  until  his  death,  which  occurred  January  26, 
1302|  when  he  had  arriTed  at  the  age  of  50  years.  Mr. 
Atwater  was  a  man  of  peculiar  traits  of  character,  lie 
was  Yeiy  systematic  in  all  that  he  did,  never  preached  the 
same  sennon  twice,  always  kept  a  Bt««k  of  sennons  on 
hand  that  he  had  never  preached,  and  always  prepared  his 
sennons  fi>r  the  Sabbath  early  in  the  preceding  week.  He 
always  rose  before  the  sun,  even  in  summer*  He  was  a 
man  of  considerable  science,  kept  a  rain-guage  and  ther^ 
mometer,  and  received  a  premium  for  an  essay  on  the  can- 
ker-worm, in  1793.  Rev.  Isaac  Knap]),,  a  native  of  Nor- 
folk, Ct,  and  a  graduate  of  TVilUams  College  in  1800,  was 
ordained  pastor  of  the  church  on  the  16th  of  .November^ 
1803,  and  preached  until  1835,  when  his  health  became 
impaired.  He  died- July  6,  1847,  at  the  age  of  73  years. 
Bev.  Emerson  Davis,  a  native  of  Ware,  and  a  graduate 
of  Williams  College  in  1821,  after  having  served  one  year 
as  tutor  in  that  institution,  and  fourteen  years  as  the  [)rin- 
cipal  of  the  Westfield  Academy,  was  ordained  as  Mi\ 
Knapp's  colleaf^ue  June  Lst,  18oG.  Mr.  Davis  received 
the  de<;rce  of  D.  D.  from  liai  vard  in  1847,  and  is  still 
the  pa.'sLoi'  of  the  chui\  li,  u  liieli  contains  the  large  number 
of  4z5  members.  It  is  a  notfiwui  thy  fact  tliat  each  of  the 
ministers  of  this  church  lias  spent  his  entire  ministerial 
lite  in  its  service.  The  ciiurch  has  never  dismissed  a  min- 
ister, or  called  a  council  to  settle  a  dilBculty. 

A  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in  1784,  which,  in  a 
few  years,  became  extinct.  A  new  church  was  organized 
in  May,  1806.  Its  pastors  were  Rev.  A.  Hawks,  Rev.  C. 
Green  and  Rev.  D.  WriLrht.  In  1833,  a  ])ortion  of  tliis 
church  seceded,  and  organized  anew.  The  c4mrch  of 
1806  has  since  become  extinct.  That  of  1833  has  had  for 
its  ]>astors  Rev.  Messrs.  Smith,  Wright,  Bestor,  Van  Leon, 
Colljurn  and  Perkins.  The  present  pastor,  Rev.  John  Al- 
den^  graduated  at  Amherst  in  1831,  and  has  been  in  West- 
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field  since  1849.  The  number  of  members  is  about 
A  Baptist  Churcb  was  alio  crgani^^^^d  in  the  Northern  pari 
of  the  town,  near  tiM  cooflfinea  d  Mootgomerj,  m  1619. 
The  church  poasesaes  a  meeting  hoose,  but  the  eoogrega- 
tion  ia  flmaU,  and  pireaching  is  eigojed  onlj  a  part  of  the 
time. 

The  first  aodet^  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
Westfield  was  gaOicared  in  1794.  It  belonged  to  the  Gran- 
ville drcuity  and  was  snccessivelj  in  charge  of  Ber*  Q. 
BobertBy  as  presiding  elder,  Bev.  Joduia  Taykir  (still  living 
in  Portland,  Me^  ai^  the  oldest  Metliodist  preacher  in  the 
Ihiited  Stales,)  and'X.  Dewej,  cironit  preachers.  The 
number  of  members  most  have  been  ezoeedingly  small,  as 
it  appears  from  the  records  that  the  amonni  collected  tar 
the  support  of  the  preachers  for  one  quarter  was  three  shil* 
Engp,  old  currency !  This  sode^r  was  located  in  what  is 
known  as  the  ^  West  parish,''  and  had  no  regular  orgamza- 
tion  until  1806.  The  first  Methodist  Society  in  the  present 
village  of  Westfield  was  formed  in  1812,  but  no  preacher 
was  stationed  there  until  1836,  when  tlie  church  was  regu- 
larly organized,  and  Rev.  P.  To^^  ns(  iid  Ijecame  the  first 
preacher.  The  first  house  of  wuifthip  wiis  erected  in  1832, 
on  Main  street,  and  wiis  occupied  until  1842,  when  the 
present  spacious  house  was  built,  at  an  expense  of  altout 
$11,000,  including  the  or^an  and  bell.  Mr.  Tuwiim nd  was 
succeeded  by  Rev.  W.  Smith  in  1838,  Rev\  B.  McLoutli  in 
1839,  Rev.  E.  Scott  in  1841,  Rev.  J.  Hascali  in  1843,  (un- 
der whose  labors  the  present  house  of  worship  was  built,) 
Rev.  Mark  Tnifton  in  1845,  Rev.  H.  Y.  Drgen  in  184r), 
Rev.  M.  Trafton  in  1847,  Kev.  M.  liiiymond  in  1848, 
(elected  principal  of  Wilbrahain  Academy  in  1849,)  K(;v. 
G.  F.  Cox  in  1849,  Rev.  J.  H.  Twombly  in  1851,  H(  v. 
Wm.  Butler  in  1853,  and  by  Rev.  Mark  Trafton,  the  present 
pastor,  in  1854.  The  church  now  numbers  250  membera, 
and  is  in  a  prosperous  condition*  The  Societj  at  Hoop* 
pole,''  or  the  West  Parish,  are  now  under  the  pastoral  care 
of  Bev*  £•  Sootty  hare  a  neat  houae  of  wosship^and  nom- 
her  about  seventy-five  members. 

Until  within  50  years,  the  people  of  Westfield  were 
entiralj  devoted  to  agricaltiiral  pursuits,  bat  within  the 
last  tfanty  years,  much  attentioa  has  been  bestowed  upon 
manofiMtnxas.  The  leadhoig  branch  of  manufacture  is  that 
13 


ol  whips,  of  whidi  a  greater  immber  are  made  than  in  any 
other  town  in  the  Union.  There  are  npwardd  of  thirty  estab- 
lishments where  whip-making,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent^  is 
carried  <m..  Many  of  these  are  Uirge,  first  class  concerns. 
We  notice  the  leaiding  manufacturers  in  this,  as  in  other 
branches  of  producing  industry. 

Dow  and  Gillett  occupy  100  hands  in  the  manufacture 
of  whips  iiud  wiiip-tlionfrs.    Their  concern  lias  been  in 
upnruiioii  fifteen  years,  and  produces  the  vahie  of  S.3.jjOOO 
annually. — J. .and  R.  Noble  manufacture  whips,  lashes  and 
cigai's,  using  up  annually  825,000  worth  of  stock.  They 
employ  100  hands,  have  been  in  operafion  twenty  years, 
and  jnoduce  annually  the  value  of  $5u,l)iK). —  Wm.  Provin 
and  company  manufacture  whips,  employing  twenty  liaiuls, 
consuming  5>?5jOOU  worth  of  stock  annually,  and  prodiu  ing 
2,600  dozen  whips,  of  the  value  of  S25.000.    The  concern 
has  been  in  operation  five  years. — 11.  Harrison  and  Com- 
pany are  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  whips  very  largely. 
They  employ  350  hands,  consuming  annually  stock  to  the 
value  of  S75,000,  and  producing  an  annual  value  of 
$150y000.   The  establishment  has  been  in  operation  twenr 
ty-five  years.*^.  IL  Rand  and  Company  make  whips, 
whip^thongs,  harnesses,  bell-cords,  &:c,,  employing  in  their 
business  50  hands  in  the  shop,  and  20,  out   The  establish- 
ment has  been  in  operation  twenty  years,  and  produces 
annually  the  yalue  of  S60,000* — ^ng  and  Avery  manu- 
ftcture  5,200  dozen  whips  annually,  employing  ten  hands, 
consuming  $3,286  worth  of  stock,  and  producing  the  value 
of  $8,000.  The  concern  has  been  in  operation  two  years. — 
H.  R.  and  J.  L.  Plympton  manufacture  hay-cutters,  and 
have  commenced  the  manufacture  of  a  patent  bedstead,  of. 
peculiarly  ingenious  construction.    The  %alue  of  stock 
consumed  last  year  was  $9,000.    The  establishment  hixs 
been  in  operation  four  years,  employs  20  hanJs,  and  pro- 
duces the  value  of  S15,0U0  amui-dly.— J.  and  T.  Kneil 
manufacture  ci«>ar-?,  iiae-cut  chewing  and  smoking  tol>MLCo, 
and  snuff,  consuming  annually  S2U,00u  worth  of  stock, 
employing  33  male  and  20  I'emale  hands,  and  })ru(iucing 
annually  the  valuM  of  $40,000.  The  amount  of  tobacco 
consmued  is  about      tuns  annually,  while  thf»  production 
ainoiints  to  a  trifle  more  tliun  2,000,0n(>  cigars,  and  upwards 
of  Ibrty  tuns  of  chewing  and  smoking  tobacco  and  snuE— 
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Jessup  and  Lafiin  manui^ctare  fine  wiitijiu  \m[Hir,  styled 
"ledger,"  or  ilut**  paper,  for  binders.  Thvy  consume  an- 
nually 234  tuns  of  rugs,  valued  at  S37,4 10,  while  tlie  other 
materials  used,  such  as  sizing,  coloring]:,  ahTui.  cVc.,  cost 
SG,r)50  a  year.  They  cmplny  37  Imnds — 12  ux  n  and  25 
girls.  They  turn  out  an  annual  amount  of  luns  of 
finished  paper,  valued  at  S75,000.  Tlie  concern  went  into 
operation  in  1851. — R.  Loomis  and  Company  consume 
S6,< jOO  worth  of  stock  annually  in  the  manufacture  of  whips. 
They  employ  fifteen  hands,  have  been  in  opmtioii  two 
years,  and  produce  3,000  dozens  of  whips  an&nallj,  valnad 
at  $20,000. — ^Monroe,  Brownson  aod  Company  manniMtcire 
whips  and  lashes.  Their  concern  has  been  in  opevttkii 
five  years,  employing  30  hands,  and  annually  pi^ 
ducing  the  value  of  $aO,000. — Wm*  A.  Johnson  has,  tor 
several  years,  been  engaged  in  the  mannfiielare  of  chureh 
organs,  employing  in  that  business  finom  seventeen  to 
twenty  hands.  His  conoem  is  one  of  the  most  snooesiMi 
thus  &r,  and  certainly  one  of  the  meet  promising  organ 
manufactories  in  the  country^ — ^H.  B.  Smith  and  (>mipany 
have  for  nine  months  employed  17  hands  in  dressing  lum- 
b^,  and  in  the  mann&ctore  of  iron  eastings. 

Westfield  has,  for  many  years,  been  noted  fiur  the  tttimber 
and  the  quality  of  the  &t  cattle  it  sends  to  market  It  is 
doubtful  whether  any  town  in  the  State  equals  it  in  this 
branch  of  production. 

The  debts  of  the  tow^n  amount  to  83,530.  The  amount 
usually  raised  by  taxation  is  irom  $8,000  to  810,000  per 
annum.  The  valuation  of  the  property  of  the  town,  in 
1850,  Avas  81,563,758.  The  population  in  1840  was  3,640; 
in  1850,  4,010  ;  increase  in  ten  years,  370.  The  averaflre 
number  of  -  deaths  in  the  town  during  the  last  ten  years  has 
been  69  per  annum,  and  of  births,  100.  The  number  of 
school  districts  in  the  town  is  20.  Seven  of  these  have  an 
aggregate  of  onlv  118  scholars.  The  -wliole  nunilx  r  of 
children  between  the  ages  of  five  aiKl  iii'h  en  is  950.  The 
amount  raised  for  schools  is  S3,000  annually.  [Of  the 
Westfield  Academy  and  the  State  IS^ormal  School^  an  ac- 
count may  be  found  in  Vol.  1>  pp.  492^  493.] 

WEST  SPRINGITKLD. 

The  early  history  of  West  Springfield  is  embraced  in 
that  of  Springfield.   It  will  be  remembered  that  the  first 
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WR6T  SPRINOFIItLD. 


home  built  by  wtiite  men  in  Western  Massachusetts  was 
built  within  the  present  boundaries  ofWest  Springfield,  in 
1B85,  and  that  the  builders,  Woodcock  and  Calde,  having 
been  informed  tliat  the  place  was  sul>joct  to  ov(  rfluws,  re- 
ported the  fact,  and  secured  the  laying  out  ot  Sprintrfield 
on  tint  East  side  of  the  river.  Settlements  on  tlie  West 
side  commenced  in  or  1G55.    Previous  to  that  time, 

tiie  land  had  been  cultivated,  and  allotments  made  of  its 
territorjr  to  the  residents  of  the  Eastern  bank  of  the  river. 
In  the  years  above  mentioned,  grants  were  made  of  house 
loCeon  "  Chicopee  Fkuiiy''  to  Francis  Pepper,  Anthony  Dor- 
chester, SioiBel  Terry,  Hi^h  Dudley,  John  Dumhleton, 
Milee  Morgan,  John  Stewart,  Obadiah  Miller  and  Simon 
fibckett.  Thomas  Cooper  and  Abel  Leonard  settled  on  the 
Sooth- West  side  of  A^wam  riveri  about  the  year  1660. 
▲  short  thne  sataseqaenlly,  Hiomas  Merrick  was  there 
also^  aady  wHfain  a  few  years  afterwards,  grants  of  house 
lote  were  made  at  YariooB  points.  At  first,  all  the  church 
nd  mimfeipal  relations  were  on  the  Eastrideof  the  river, 
in  1678,  the  population  on  the  West  side  had  become  so 
eonsidemble  tikat  they  presented  a  petition  to  the  town, 
praying  that,  in  consequence  of  their  great  tronble  in  cross- 
ing the  river,  to  attend  pubHe  worship,  and  the  meetings 
of  the  town,  a  boat  might  be  provided  at  the  expense  St 
the  town  for  their  accommodation.  In  1695,  when  num- 
bering 32  families,  and  upwards  of  200  individuals,  they 
petitioned  the  General  Court  for  the  privilege  of  inviting 
and  settling  a  minister.  In  the  following  yeai-,  the  General 
CJourt  *'  ordered  that  the  said  petitioners  be  permitted  and 
allowed  to  invite,  procure  and  settle  a  learned  and  ortho- 
dox minister,  on  tlie  AVest  side  of  Connecticut  river,  to 
dispense  the  woi  d  of  God  unto  those  that  dwell  thei  f\  and 
that  they  be  a  distinct  and  separate  precinct  for  that  pur- 
pose." It  was  subsequently  ordered  that  the  inhabitants 
of  the  East  side  should  pay  £50  towards  building  their 
meeting-house,  but  its  payment  was  tardy,  and  it  is  not  ap- 
parent tiiat  the  sum  was  ever  paid,  except  in  part. 

The  church  was  organized  in  June,  1698,  and  Rev.  John 
Woodbridge  of  Killingworth,  Ct.,  a  graduate  of  Harvard 
College  in  1694,  was  constituted  its  first  pastor.  He  died 
June  10,  1718,  at  the  age  of  40  years,  much  esteemed  by 
his  elerieal  brethren,  and  greatly  beloTed  by  his  fioek.  The 
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first  Btinfitif  house  was  erected  in  1702.  The  d  imensions 
of  this  structure  were  42  feet  square  upuii  the  gruuiid.  1 
92  feet  in  height.  "There  were  three  roots.  On  the  litst, 
there  was  a  steep  iiijj-iooi,  on  each  side  oi'  the  buildiuor, 
presentinf?  to  the  view  a  gable  end.  Tlie  «econd  suny 
seems  to  liave  been  without  the  projcciions,  and  the  tliird 
siiuiiar  to  the  first.  Each  succeeding  s(orv  was  smaller 
than  the  oim  wliieh  preceded  it,  and  the  ln  jliest  came  to  a 
point,  surmounted  by  an  iron  rod  whieli  -  i|  ported  a  huge 
vane  of  slippt  inm,  on  which  were  cut  numermw  d*-vice3, 
and  the  date  oi  the  house.  Above  this  was  a  weathercock* 
The  windows  were  of  diaioond  glass,  set  in  lead."  The 
architect  of  this  unique  building,  as  singular  in  its  inter- 
nal armngements  as  in  its  external  conformatioB^  wat  tloiui 
Allys  of  Hatfield.  The  drum  was  used  for  suiamoning 
the  people  to  the  hoiaae  of  worehip  tmtil  aa  late  as  1743. 
Id  that  year,  a  bell  mm  pcocured  which  was  broken  mad 
re-cast  in  1761.  The  same  bell  has  since  been  broken  and 
re^cast,  and,  transferxed  from  the  old  structure  to  the  pres- 
ent house  in  1802,  it  still  perfiwms  its  appropriate  fun> 
taans*  The  old  churchy  thou|^  superseded,  was  allowed  ta 
stand  until  1820,  when  it  was  torn  down.  It  is  to  be  re* 
gretted  that  this  quaint  <ddspeelmen  of  eburch  arebitecture 
was  not  allowed  to  stand  untU  it  should  &U  of  |toelf. 

On  the  23d  of  February,  1774^  West  Springfield  waa 
ineorponiled  as  a  town.  This  was  done.at  Uie  request  of 
the  iSrs(  parish  of  Springfield ;  against  the  wishes  of  the 
iDeorpocatedy  and  the  remonstrance  of  the  town  itself*  The 
legislation  <Mttbe  State  can  hardly  furnish  to  history  anMM 
enrions  and  singular  incident 

The  first  hui^  ground  opened  in  West  Springfield  waa 
tbe  gift  (if  the  tradition  be  correct,)  of  amaa  named  Fos» 
ter.  In  the  first  days  of  the  settlement,  the  burials  were 
all  made  on  the  East  side  of  the  river,  on  the  old  Spring- 
field burial  ground.  The  oldest  monument  to  be  found  in 
the  West  vSpringheld  ir rounds  are  those  of  xS'athaniel  Dwil, 
who  died  November  1,  I7ii,  and  of  Deacon  John  Barber, 
who  died  June  27,  1712. 

After  .the  death  of  Mr.  "VV<uMl]>ridge,  in  1718,  the  parish 
employed  a  Mr.  llobart  and  u  Mr.  Pierpoint  to  preach  for 
them,  with  reference  to  a  settlement.  Mr.  Hobart  remained 
hut  a  short  time,  and  Mr,  Pierpoint  declined  thi^  iuTitatiQi^, 


Kiset^  winch  nw  tendmd.toliim.  XftJbnBaiyy  17M^ 
Mr*  Samuel  HopkinB  WM  iaTited  to  the  pastantd  of  th« 

church,  and  was  ordained  on  the  let  of  Jane  in  that  year. 

He  died  suddenly  in  October,  1755,  in  the  62d  year  of  his 

an:e,  and  the  36th  of  his  ministry.  Mr.  Hopkins  was  a 
liiitive  of  Water!) m  y,  Ct.,  and  married  a  daughter  of  Rev. 
Timothy  Edwards  oi  East  Windsor,  Ct.^  by  whom  he  had 
four  children.  One  of  his  daughters  married  Col.  John 
Worthington  of  Springfield,  and  one  of  his  sons  became  a 
iniuister  at  Hadley.  During  his  life  he  wrote  1,500  ser- 
mons. He  wrote  aiifl  |)tiblished  the  first  history  of  the 
Stockbridge  Indians  ever  compiled.  The  title  of  liis  book 
was:  "  Historical  Memoirs,  relating  to  the  Housatunimck 
Indians  ;  or  an  account  oi  the  methods  used  tor  the  propa- 
gation of  the  Gospel,  among  that  heathenish  tribe,  under 
the  ministry  of  the  liev.  John  Sergeant,  with  th(^  (  haraotc  r 
of  that  worthy  miwioiiaryy  and  an  addreaa  to  the  people  oi; 
fids  country." 

On  the  25th  day  of  August,  1756,  Rev.  Joseph  Latbrop, 
a  native  of  Norwicii,  Gt,  and  a  giadiiate  of  Tale  ia  1764^ 
was  ofdwned  as  pastor,  in  the  plaee  of  Mr.  Hopkins.  Dr» 
Lathrop  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  divines  that  eY&t 
spent  their  life  in  the  Coimeeticnt  Yalley.  His  ministry  was 
a  yety  long  one,  extending  to  vpwaids  of  sixty  yeais.  The 
degree  of  D.  D.  was  conferred  upon  him  by  Dartmouth 
College  in  1791,  and  by  Harwd  in  IBll.  in  1793,  he 
received  an  offer  of  the  profbssership  of  DiTimlj  at  Yale 
College)  bat  defined  it  He  wrote6000  sermons  in  ifcrtv^ 
iTe  ymecBf  seven  oet»?o  Tidnmes  of  which  have  heen  pnb- 
lished,  besides  abont  thirty  ooeasional  disoonrses*  Dtiring 
the  long  mlniHii'y  of  this  mndi  honmd  divine^  there  were 
1,266-bapliMs  of  children  whose  parmMa  were  membeni 
ef  the  ehnioh,  and  518  pers(Ri8  were  adadtted'ta  his  ehnreh, 
by  letter  and  pro^sssfion.  Besides  these,  ajboot  100  joined 
the  chnroh  upon  what  was  called  ^e  halfway  covenant. 
In  March,  1818,  Dr.  Lathrop  requested  that  he  might  be 
provided  with  a  colleague,  and  on  the  25th  of  August,  1819, 
Kev.  William  B.  Sprague,  now  of  Albany,  was  ordained 
as  such,  and  it  is  stated  that  he  has  already  published  more 
single  sermons  and  volumes  than  liis  predecessor.  He  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  D.  D.,  both  ftom  Columbia  College 
Harvard  University.    Dr.  Sprague  was  a  native  of 


Andover,  graduated  at  Y;ik  in  1815,  and  is  still  active  in 
a  Held  of  jjreat  usefulness,  as  the  pastor  of  the  Fippt  Preih 
byteriau  Ciiurcii  in  Albany.  He  wils  dismissed  at  West 
Springfield  in  182^.  liev.  liiomas  E»  Venniiye  of  Xevv 
York  was  ordained  in  his  place,  May  26,  1850,  and  was 
dismissed  in  ib^iO,  lo  become  pastor  of  a  i>uich  Reformed 
Cliurch  ill  Albany.  In  1838,  he  received  the  <1(  gree  of 
D.  D.,  from  liutger's  College,  liev.  John  iiuuter,  also  of 
^ki\Y  Xorkf  succeeded  him,  and  was  installed  August  25, 
1835,  and  dismissed  Mai*ch  2^,  l  s;]7.  Uv  hud  been  a  pas- 
tor previously,  having  been  setib  d  :a  Uridgeixji  r,  Ct,  Kev. 
A.  A.  Wood  of  Leominster,  a  gratbuite  of  Amherst  Col- 
lege in  1831,  was  ordained  in  Mr.  lluntrr's  place  De- 
cember 19,  1839,  and  dismissed  August  28,  1849,  to  be- 
come pjii^tor  of  the  Pearl  Street  Church,  New  York.  Rev. 
Henry  M.  Field,  son  of  Rev.  I>r.  Field  of  Stockbridgo, 
and  for  §evml  years  pastor  of  a  Presbyterian  Church  in 
St.  Louis,  was  iQetaUed  pesUnr  of  the  church,  Janufuy 
30,  1851,  and  me  dismissed  November  20,  1854.  Rev. 
X.H.  Hawks  was  ordained  in  his  place  March  7, 1855.  The 
parish  has  a  fund  of  about  iSyOOO.  The  tmitees  also  hold 
the  "Ashley  fand,''  the  annual  inooiii*  of  whkdiy  aboHi 
^200,  is  given  la  fdeble  ohnrchee  in  the  tows. 

In  1727,  five  persons,  vis :  Jahn,  Ebeneser^  and  Abel 
LeoQAfdy  WiUian  Soott  and  Thomas  Lamb,  residents  ef 
West  {^Eu^fiieidt  were  heptueed  by  iiininioii.  In  1740, 
tliey,  with  sereral  who  .^ed  joined  then,  were  temed  into 
a  cbordi,  with  Rer.  Edward  Upham&r  their  paetor.  They 
belonged  principally  in  that  part  of  the  town  known  as 
FeedU^  Hilhu  In  1748,  Mn  Upham  resigned  his  charge, 
and  removed  to  Newport,  B.  I.  Seraeal  years  after  he 
left,  his  church  joined  with  others  of  a  diffmnt  denomiiw* 
tion,  in  fiNrming  a  i^w  ohurdi,  ¥rith  Bev*  Silvanns  Gna* 
wold  for  their  pastor,  the  agreement  being  that  those  who 
wished  it  should  be  baptized  by  immersion  by  the  pastor, 
while  they  would  receive  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Sup- 
per at  bis  bands.  Mr.  Griswold  continued  his  labors  until 
1781,  when  lie  retired,  although  he  occasionally  supplied 
the  pulpit  until  1818.  He  died  December  4,  1819,  in  the 
87th  year  of  his  age.  In  1772, the  original  Baptist  preach- 
er, Mr.  Upham,  returned  and  resumed  his  public  lahors, 
drawing  pfif  frook  the  church  its  Baptist  constituent.  Ho 
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continued  tlicre  until  his  death,  in  1797,  at  the  age  of  87 
years,  when  the  Baptist  Church  became  extinct.  This 
part  of  the  town,  embracing  also  that  part  called  Agawam, 
wa3  set  off  as  the  sixth  parish  of  Springfield  in  1757.  In 
1774,  it  became  the  second  parish  in  West  Springfield. 
The  church  of  wliich  ^Ir.  Griswoid  \vas  pastor  was  organ- 
ized on  the  10th  of  November,  17G2,  and  Mr.  Griswold 
was  constituted  the  paMor  on  the  17th  of  the  same  month. 

In  1800,  the  second  parish  was  divided  by  an  act  of  the 
Legislature,  Agawam  and  Feeding  Hills  thns  endeavoring 
to  build  up  separate  religions  interests.  The  old  raeofing 
house,  which  had  been  located  Ijetwf'eii  the  two  vill;lLr(^s, 
was  removed  to  FeediiiL:  Hills,  and  the  Agawam  branch 
built  them  a  house  in  180^,  though  no  church  was  regular- 
ly organized  until  September  1,  1819,  at  which  time  the 
old  society  at  Feeding  Hills  was  re-organized,  and  both 
adopted  the  same  confession  of  faith.  Chi  tbe  17th  of  Oc- 
tdtier,  1821,  Heev*  Beaben  S.  Uasen,  a  native  of  West 
Spiingfield)  was  oixUuned  as  the  pastor  of  these  churches 
in  conjunction,  preadiing  at  each  place  oa  alternate  Sab- 
baths. In  1830,  he  relioqiiifihed  his  charge  of  the  Feed- 
ing Hills  branch,  and  removed  his  entire  relations  to  thai 
at  Agawam,  where  he  remained  until  he  was  dismissed  in 
1843.  Rev.  TT(  nrj  Smith  w^as  installed  at  Feeding  Hills 
in  1830,  and  left  in  1833.  Rev.  Horatio  J.  Lombard  of 
Springfield  waa  installed  in  his  place  in  18d4>  and  iras  di^ 
missed  tbe  next  year.  Rev.  Calvin  Footo  ttos  pastor  ftom 
1836  to  1889.  Bev.  Dillon  WiBiama  was  ovdained  Jna« 
80, 1841,  and  was  dismissed  May  19, 1848.  He  was  sac- 
ceeded  Oct.  18, 1853,  hj  Bey«  Stephen  D.  Ward.  Tfaia 
ehnrch  has  now  85  members.  .After  the  retirement  of  Mr. 
Hasen  firom  the  Agawam  Chorcb,  Bev.  Ralph  Penj  of 
Maaehester,  Ct,reoeiTed  a  call,  and  was  ordained  over  the 
ehimdi  Jaanarj  3,  1844.  He  was  dismissed  in  1846,  in 
oonsequenee  of  ill  health,  hat  having  snbseqoently  recov- 
ered his  health  by  tmTel,  he  was  reinstalled  Dec.  28, 1847, 
and  still  vemaans  tbe  pastor.  The  church  has  118  mem« 
hew,  and  the  parish  (the  Third  Parish  of  West  Spring- 
field) has  a  fund  of  $4,300,  given  by  Capt.  Allen.  A 
fourth  Congregational  Church  was  organized  in  West 
Springfield  Jan.  10,  1850,  at  the  village  of  Mittineaque, 


over  which  Bar.  Henry  Cknilej  was  ordained  Februanr 
24,  1853. 

In  1790,  a  number  of  members  of  the  Uaptist  Church 
in  Westfielcl,  residing  at  Agavvam,  had  liberty  to  lorin  a 
distinct  churcli  in  that  village,  and  \v(»re  dismiftsed  from 
their  Westfield  connection  for  that  pm  po  e.  Their  niime?^ 
were  John  Porter,  Stephen  Bedortlui,  Jonatlian  i'un  hnse, 
Earle  Bancroft,  Margaret  Purchase,  Molly  Worth iii<^ion, 
Mary  Porter,  Martha  Purchase,  Abifi^il  Paiiuer,  Eleanor 
Bedortha  and  Koxana  iiancroft.  Thoy  met  on  the  '2'M  ot 
February,  1790,  and  adopted  their  church  covcnjuit.  On 
the  28th  day  of  the  follou  ing  September,  Rev.  Jesse 
Wightman  was  ordained  ai  the  pastor  of  the  new  church. 
Considerable  additions  were  soon  aflerwards  made  to  the 
church,  but  the  number  does  not  appear  on  the  record^ 
From  1799  to  1814,  forty-eight  persons  were  added,  nearly 
all  by  baptism.  In  1814,  serious  difficulties  arose  in  reli^ 
tton  to  singing,  the  introduction  of  new  tunes  having  de- 
barred many  of  the  church  members  from  perfonning,  as 
was  their  wont,  in  that  portion  of  religious  service.  This 
dtsturbanoe  was  so  great  thai  many  withdrew,  and  the  com^ 
muxiion  was  suspended  for  several  mooths.  In  1815,  thej 
voted  to  Ibrget  and  forgive,  for  the  sake  of  the  suffering 
eaose,  and  soon  afterwards  a  revival  finished  the  work  cC 
recoskdliadon.  On  the  20th  of  September,  1817,  Mr. 
Wigbtann  died,  having  ministered  to  bk  flock  daring 
twenty-seven  years*  He  was  succeeded  oo  the  13th  day 
of  May,  1819,  by  Bev«  John  JGrrant,  and  he,  in  turn,  in 
182a,  by  Bev.  Thomas  Barrett.  In  1826,  as  the  fruits  of 
a  revival,  twenty^ight  persons  were  added  to  the  church. 
In  1829,  Eider  Barrett  resigned,  and  was  succeeded  in  the 
spring  of  the  next  year  by  Revl  £rastus  Andrews^  Elder 
John  W.  McDonald  succeeded  bim,  and  was  dismissed  in 
18;35,  when  llev.  Pierpont  Brockett  was  chosen  in  his 
place.  Mr.  Brockett  was  dismissed  at  the  close  of  the 
year,  and  was  succeed(id  on  the  1st  of  January,  1837,  by 
Kev.  Matthew  Bachelor,  who  retired  March  29,  1810. 
Rev.  Wm.  A.  Smith  ct)nimenccd  preaching  immediately 
afterwards,  and  remained  one  year.  He  wtis  succeeded  in 
October,  1841,  by  Rev.  Lester  Lewis,  who  left,  September, 
1846,  and  was  succeeded  in  March,  1847,  by  Kev.  Jului 
Cook,  who  retired  in  1848.    Rev.  Asa  A.  Robuisou  wad 
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ordained,  February,  1849,  and  left  in  April,  1853.  Rev. 
Thomas  Dowling  su{;ceeded  him,  but  left  in  1854^  and  the 
church  is  now  without  a  pastor. 

Meetings  were  commenced  by  the  INfethodists  in  "West 
Springfield,  at  the  center  village,  in  1841,  when  Bev.  J. 
Hascall  became  their  preacher.  Their  meetings  were  held 
in  the  town  hall.  He  was  soon  afterwards  succeeded  by 
Rev.  James  Mudge,  and  dnring  the  ministry  of  the  latter, 
in  1843,  a  church  edifice  was  built.  Mr.  Mudge  was  suc- 
ceeded by  ministers  in  the  following  order  :  TJcv.  Messrs. 
Freeman  Nutting,  H.  M.  Nichols,  J.  L.  Gridley,  Daniel 
Arms,  John  Cadwell,  and  A.  W.  Paige.  In  the  autumn 
of  1852,  the  church  was  removed- to  Mittineaque  Village. 
The  membership  of  the  church  has  never  exceeded  75. 
The  present  preacher  in  charge  is  Bev.  Mr.  Goodwin. 

A  Methodist  Charch  was  organized  in  Agawamjn  1844, 
and  a  house  of  worship  erected  during  the  same  year. 
Among  the  pastors  who  have  been  in  charge  over  the 
church  are  Bev.  Geo.  W.  Green  and  Bev.  Ephraim  Scott. 

The  manufacturing  interest  of  West  Springfield  is  not 
very  large,  though  it  possesses  a  feyv  important  establish- 
ments. The  Agawam  Canal  Co.,  with  a  capital  of 
S400,000,  manufacture  cotton  sheetings  to  the  amount  of 
3,200,000  yards  annually.  They  employ  450  hands.  The 
mills  were  erected  in  1847  and  1848,  and  commenced 
operations  in  November  of  the  latter  year.  Wells  South- 
worth  was  the  first  superintendent  of  the  mills,  and  was 
succeeded  by  Gilmaii  Jaquitli,  who  at  present  fills  that 
ollice.  Chester  W.  Clia[)in  is  secretary  and  treasurer. — 
The  SouTiiwoRTH  Manufacturing  Co.  eni])I(>y  80 hands 
in  the  manufacture  of  every  variety  of  fine  writ inp:  papers. 
They  have  been  in  operation  15  years,  consume  3U0  tuns 
of  rags  per  annum,  and  produce  annually  the  value  of 
$125,000. — Norton  and  Sykes  manufacture  satinets  and 
flannels,  employing  from  eight  to  ten  hands,  who  produce 
$?r>.000  worth  annually. — Homer  Ely  and  Cotton  Ely  have 
each  an  extensive  tannei  y,  with  a  large  annual  product  of 
the  heavier  grades  of  leather. 

As  late  as  the  year  1783,  there  were  living  on  the  banks 
of  the  Connecticut,  in  West  Springfield,  a  remnant  of  the 
Stockbridge  tribe  of  Indians,  and  on  that  spot  the  fire  of 
the  wigwam,  in  the  Connecticut  Valley,  went  out.  Tlieir 
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wigwam  stood  in  the  center  of  a  |?rove  of  bntton-wood 
tteesj  aboQt  twenty  roda  East  of  CSaiies  ElfB  spaekHiF^ 
mansion  house.  The  cabin  was  bnilt  of  drift  wood,  and 
was  raised  and  finished  the  same  day.  They  depended  for 

a  living  mainly  upon  hunting  and  fishing,  thongh  they 
occasionally  maide  baskets  and  brooms.  These  people  are 
still  remembered  by  some  of  the  aged  residents  of  the 
town.  Their  names  were  Samuel  Robbin,  Molly  Robbin, 
Joseph  Robbin,  Joshua  Kobbin,  I'bebc  Robbin,  John  Pete, 
Molly  P(  te  and  Lucy  Pete.  Two  sons  of  J(»hrj  Pete  died 
youn^.  They  all  tlicd  at  last,  by  drinking  too  much  of  tho 
white  man's  rum.  When  one  of  Pete's  hovsiii*  <l,Dr.  I.:itlii  rn 
made  a  prayer  at  the  wigwam,  and  witli  some  per&on>  uhu 
knew  the  father  of  the  chihl,  walked  to  tlie  ancient  burial 
ground.  Pete  thanked  his  friends,  and  added — "my  boja 
always  serve  me  just  so." 

The  amount  of  money  raised  in  Wc^t  Springlieid,  in 
TRo4,  for  town  expense?,  was  S4,990  :  amount  appropriat<'d 
for  schools,  SI  .800.  The  town  owes  a  debt  of  alwut  S4,U<m  i. 
The  number  of  school  districts  is  18.  Tlie  population  in 
1840  was  3,707  ;  in  1850,  2.908.  This  diminution  is  solely 
attributable  to  tlie  loss  of  Holyoke,  a  new  town  formed 
entirely  from  its  territor}'  in  1850.  The  aggregate  popu* 
lation  of  the  two  towns  in  1850  was  6,681,  showinpr  an  in- 
crease, in  ten  years,  npon  the  old  territorj,  of  2|874  in> 
habituits. 

WILBBAHAM. 
On  the  18th  of  June,  1684,  the  English  high  court  of 
chancery  declared  the  colonial  charter  of  ifiuasachusetts 
forfeited.  The  issue  of  the  quo  warraniOf  in  1^83,  had 
warned  the  colonists  against  the  measure,  and  led  them  to 
prepare  themselyes  against  its  effects.  The  annulment  of 
the  charter  would,  of  course,  annul  the  proceedings  that 
had  taken  place  under  it,  but,  in  order  to  make  the  act 
palatable  to  the  colonists,  the  process  Contained  a  provision 
that  the  private  rights  of  individuals  should  be  preserved. 
At  this  time,  Sprinfrfield  possessed  a  large  amount  of  com- 
mon and  nndivided  lands.  In  order,  therefore,  to  secure 
these  land^:,  the  town  voted,  in  lG8r>,  though  they  dated 
their  action  in  tho  previous  year,  that  all  ihe  lands  on  the 
Eastern  bonndaries  of  the  town  should  bo  p^rantcd  to  the 
then  inhabitants  of  the  town,  in  certain  proportions.  These 
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lands  ooQftkttted  what  were  called  the  outward  ooflunons,'' 
and  the  separate  allotments  of  the  land  were  not  completed 
UDttl  as  late  aa  1740.  The  land  was  apportioned  in  nar- 
row and  inconvenient  9trip%  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
show  tbat  the  laying  out  was  only  entered  into  at  first  as  a 
measure  of  immediate  safety.  The  present  town  of  Wil- 
bnabam,  then  called  ^  Springfield  Mountains^"  was  formed 
fixtm  the  territory  thus  laid  outr  Although  the  land  was 
originally  deemed  unfit  for  settlement^  it  afterwards  became 
dedxmUe»  and  it  is  stated  ^that  the  settlement  was  greatly 
delayed  by  the  manner  in  which  the  land  was  laid  out 

The  first  setOem^t  occurred  in  1730.  In  that  year^ 
Nathaniri  Hitdicock  of  Springfield  went  upon  the  terri-  ^ 
tory,  and  sowed  two  acres  of  wheat,  and  built  a  cabin  for 
his  family.  In  May,  1731,  he  moved  his  family  to  his  new 
home,  und  lived  there  one  year  alone,  with  no  nei^ilibor 
nearer  than  Spniigfield  street.  In  1732,  Noah  Alvord  mov- 
ed his  laiuily  there,  and  he  and  Mr,  Hitchcock  lived  there 
another  year.  In  i7o3,  Daniel  Warner  and  four  others 
settled  there,  with  their  families,  and  were  followed  the 
next  year  by  Nathani(  1  Warriner,  and  several  othtir;?,  whose 
names  are  not  recordt d,  in  1711,  the  number  of  families 
upon  the  ground  had  ri.sen  to  twenty-four,  when  they  were 
setofi*  as  the  -Uh  parish  of  Springfield.  The  names  of  tho 
twenty-four  settlers  thus  incorporated  were  Nathaniel 
IMtclu  ock.  Noah  Alvord,  Daniel  Warner,  Nathaniel  War- 
riner,  .Iain<  s  Ih  ewer,  David  Merrick,  Daniel  Parsons,  Sam- 
uel Warner,  David  Warriner,  Samuel  Bartlett,  John  JcmeSi 
Samuel  Brookg,  Joseph  Wright,  Daniel  Lamb,  Abel  BlisSf 
Phinehas  Chapin,  Jonathan  Ely,  David  Jones,  Moses  Burt|  - 
Natiianiel  Bhss,  Samuel  Stebbins,  Thomas  Merrick,  Aazon 
Stebbins  and  Stephen  Stebbins* 

Immediatelj  ailer  their  inoorporaftion,  they  proceeded  to 
sptt] r  a  minister.  They  wifibed  to  give  a  oill  to  Bev* 
:Noah  Merrick  of  Springfidd,  but  dared  not  do  it  without 
advice.  Aceordinglj,  they  hired  two  of  their  number  to 
go  to  South  Hadley,  where  the  ndghboring  ministers  had, 
mr  smne  purpose,  assembled,  to  get  their  consent  The 
desired  approbi^ion  was  obtain^  and  mUered  m  l&s 
reeordij  as  if  their  proposed  action  would  not  be  legal  with- 
out it  I  The  parish  immediately  voted  to  give  Mr.  Merrick 
a  oaH.    He  accepted  the  invitation,  and  was  urdaiued  iu 
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jBUe^  1741.  A  qtiestioii  arose  in  the  ordaining  council 
iHiicb  probablj  never  had  a  precedent,  or  an  uniliaied  suc- 
ceaaor.  The  question  was,  whether  a  church  could  be  con- 
stituted with  only  six  members.  That  mimber  was  all  that 
was  presented,  out  of  which  to  form  a  church,  ami  it  was 
resolved  by  this  aujrust  body  that  six  members  did  not, 
and  could  not,  constitute  a  church,  and  that  there  mugt  be 
seven.  Here  was  an  a\s  k\\;ud  stop  to  the  proceedings. 
At  last,  a  man  pre^sented  himself  who  had  niadr  up  his 
miiifl  to  join  the  church,  and  was  waiting  only  for  the 
ordiTiation,  to  make  his  application.  11  council  deter- 
iniiH  (I  that  they  couKl  admit  him,  which  they  di<l,  nnd 
joining  him  with  the  other  six,  enn-tituted  the  charmed 
and  mystic  number  thus  obtained,  as  the.  lirst  church  in  • 
TV  iibraham.  The  rta-ons  on  which  this  unif|ii('  decision 
is  based,  have  not  been  recorded.  The  ordtiinini:  i  xi  rri^es 
took  place  in  a  bam.  Mr.  MernVk  eontinued  ni  the  rela- 
tion thus  established  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Dec 
22d,  1776. 

"Wilbraham  \s  as  incorporated  as  a  district  June  15,  17G3. 
It  (lid  not  legally  have  the  privilege  of  sending  a  repre- 
sentative to  the  General  Court  until  the  adoption  of  the 
new  constitution  in  1780.  In  the  •*  Memoirs  of  the  town 
of  Wilbraham,"  (a  manuscript  discourse  deUvered  in  1831, 
by  Samuel  F.  Merrick,  the  son  of  the  pastor,  now  lodged 
in  the  town  clerk's  office  in  that  town,)  it  is  stated  that  *^  the 
name  [of  Wilbfaham]  was  very  grievous  to  the  then  in- 
faabitantSy  and  we  cai^  hardlj  be  reconciled  to  it  yet.''  la 
what  manner,  or  by  what  meanB,  the  name  was  fastened 
opon  the  diitrietyit  does  not  appear.  The  district  of  WUbra* 
ham  contlniied  to  TOte  with  Springfield,  when  it  Toted  at 
all,  for  nine  years,  without  ever  having  a  representative 
selected  from  within  its  limits.  At  this  thne  West  iS{)ring- 
ield  still  belonged  to^  and  voted  in,  the  old  town.  The  West 
Bprif^eld  people  were,  in  fact,  in  the  majoritj,  when  the 
Wilbraham  people  were  left  out  For  many  yean,  the 
people  firing  on  the  East  and  West  sides  of  the  riyer 
spectively  had  joined  hannonioosly  in  electing  a  man  from 
Meh  side,  each  year.  The  West  side  people  at  last  became 
a  litde  oferhearing,  and  assomed  some  dietatm.  Tbeyi 
m  Diet)  proposed  to  drop  CoL  Wortfaington,  l&e  East  side 
nernb^,  fiom  «he  tieket.  This  was  in  177%  Tine  fias^ 
14 
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Men,  liowerar,  oo^genenled  Hiem.  They  sent  out  to  the 
people  of  WillHndniD,  and  told  them  that  if  ihwy  wonkl  all 
come  in,  and  TOte  f<xr  Col.  WoxtiiiDgton,  <%iroald  all  ^rala 
for  a  roan  to  be  eeleeted  ftom  Wilbialiaiiit  as  the  seoond 
man  on  the  ticket,  and  thus  knock  the  West^ders  mat 
•  altogether.  The  day  of  election  came,  and  the  WesNddan 
were  over  in  fiiy.  force,  but  they  were  fonnd  freqnentiy 
asking  the  question :  "  what  arc  all  these  Wilbraham  people 
liuing  here  to-day?"  Such  a  turnout  had  never  been  seen 
before.  The  turning  of  the  ballot-boxes  at  night  explain- 
ed the  whole  affair.  Col.  Worthington  and  John  Bliss, 
Esq.,  of  Wilbraham  were  elected.  The  next  year,  West 
vSpriiip:tii'ld  was  made  a  town,  and  a  continuation  of  this 
kind  ot  ^port  thus  put  a  stop  to.  The  old  town  was  still 
entitled  to  two  representatives,  and  Worthington  and  Bliss 
were  elected  the  two  sucftH  ding  years.  After  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  Wilbraham  sent  a  representative 
on  its  own  responsibility,  and  its  rit^ht,  under  the  circum- 
stances, was  suffered  to  pixss  without  question.  The  adop- 
tion of  the  constitution  in  17dO|  as  we  have  before  statod, 
settled  the  matter. 

There  were  never  any  Indian  depredations  in  Wilbra- 
ham, but  there  was  once  n  very  serious  alarm.  A  Mr. 
Kibbe,  one  vSunday  afternoon,  before  sunset,  went  into  the 
woods  after  his  cow,  and  took  his  gun  upon  his  shonlder. 
Before  he  returned,  two  reports  <^  a  gnn  were  heard. 
Soon  afterwards,  he  appeared,  in  p^reat  consternation,  and 
reported  that  an  Indian  had  fired  at  him,  and  put  a  bullet 
trough  his  shirt,  and  that  he  then  fired  at  the  Indian^  but 
could  not  whether  he  hit  him  or  not  The  whole  popu- 
lation were  called  out,  and  scoured  the  woods  in  cverj 
direotieii,  but  neither  '^hide  nor  hair''  of  Indian  conld  be 
Ibund.  At  last,  one  man  took  it  upon  himself  to  examine 
tile  prorated  efairt^  and  ascertained  that  if  the  boles  in  it 
were  made  when  upon  the  owner,  there  must  be  correspond- 
ing holes  through  ins  bo^.  Bat  those  were  not  to  be 
found.  They  had  been  dnped,  and  the  rascal  oonlessed 
bis  sins.  He  had  fired  at  some  game,  without  thjnkmg  how 
file  gnn  would  sound  on  Sunday,  and  tluit  he  should  have 
to  render  an  aecount  Ibr  it.  Sobetook  off^  sUrt  and 
sbot  it»  and  then  went  home  and  ftbricatod  his  Indkm 
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'vtntaget  and  ioBtitotioiiB,  was  v^rj  niggardlj  ia  its  appr»- 
priatiMia  iat  edacational  purposes  ia  eartj  Hmm  Tk^ 
tot  jear  after  tbe  iaeorpofalioa  €i  tbe  ^Satakft^Hkej  voted 
0Bfy  SdO  for  seboc^  Oae  year  sub6e<|iteDtl7,  they  voted 
oafy  $28  50,aad  never  ezdeeded  an  appropriation  of  SlOO 
antil  after  the  Revolatioii.  In  1770,  the  ministry  and 
sehool  lands  were  disposed  of  for  a  considerable  sum.  and 
in  1780,  DeaeoQ  Nathaniel  Warriner  died,  leavin;,^  a  1(  </a- 
cyof  £400,  one  half  for  the  benefit  of  the  ministry,  and 
one  half  for  the  benefit  of  schools.  Deacon  Warriner  bad 
previously  j^iven  to  the  church  its  sacramental  fiimiture. 
At  the  close  ut  the  war,  t lie  ministry  fund  amouuied  to 
$1,500,  and  the  gchoolfund  t()  Sl.OUO.  When,  subsequently, 
the  town  was  div  id*  <1  iiuo  two  parishes,  the  ministry  fund 
was  alao  divided.  In.  i74b,  the  1st  parish  built  a  meeting 
house. 

The  successor  of  Mr.  Merrick,  in  the  ministry,  w  as  Rev. 
Joseph  Willard,  of  Stafford,  Ct.  He  was  a  graduate  of 
Harvard  University  in  1784,  and  was  ordained  May  iid, 
1767.  ilc  was  dismissed  Feb.  11, 1794,  and  was  succeed* 
ed  Aug.  10,  1797,  by  Rev.  Ezra  Witter  of  Lisbon,  Ct.,  a 
graduate  of  Yale  Colh  in  1793.  He  was  dismissed 
May  .SI,  1814.  Rev,  Kbenezer  Brown  of  Brimfield,  a 
gi*aduate  of  Yale  in  US  13,  was  ordained  in  his  phice  March 
8d,  1819.  Af\er  a  ministry  of  eight  years,  he  wavS  dis- 
missed in  June,  1827,  since  which  time  he  has  been  settled 
in  Prescott  and  Nortli  ITadley  in  this  State.  Rev.  John 
Hyde  of  Franklin,  Ct.,  was  installed  at  Wilbraham  in 
April,  1828,  and  dismissed  in  January,  1832.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Rev.  Israel  G.  Rose  of  Coventry,  Ct.,  in  the 
same  year,  who  remained  three  years.  Rev.  John  Bowers 
of  Dudley  was  ordained  in  his  place  Dec  31st,  1837,  and 
6tiU  remains  the  pastor*  The  dmrch  now  has  202  mm- 
hers. 

The  South  Church,  (second  parish,)  in  Wilbraham,  was 
Oiganiaed  in  1786.  The  parish  itself  was  fonned  in  1782| 
and  a  mreting  bouie  built  in  the  following  year.  Rev* 
Motes  W^arren,  a  graduate  oi*  Harvard  University  in  1784^ 
wm  iurdained  as  the  first  pastor,  on  the  3d  of  September, 
1788,  and  oootiinied  in  that  relation  until  hm  death,  wbiili 
occurred  Feb.  19, 1829^^  period  of  40  years.  He  was 


n»(^eded  in  the  December  following  his  death)  by  Rev* 
laieiuff  W.  Clarke  of  Mansfield,  Ct,  who  continued  the 
pastor  only  until  Dec.  13,  1832.  Rev*  James  A.  Hazea 
was  his  successor  Jan*  30,  1839.  He  was  dismissed  June 
22d9  18499  and  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Hubbard  Beebe^ 
yrho  was  dismissed  in  1852*  Bey.  £.  S.  Skinner  of  Pratts- 
bttrgfa»N.  Y.y  was  ordained  May  19th»  1858,  and  still  re- 
mains the  pastor.   The  church  now  has  102  members. 

In  1768,  a  Baptist  Society  was  formed,  and  a  church 
ocmstituted  in  the  Northeast  part  of  the  town,  and  Rev. 
Seth  Clark  was  ordained  the  pastor  in  1770.  Mr.  Clark 
died  in  September,  1813,  at  the  age  of  90  years.  The 
ehurch  built  a  house  in  1779,  and  flourished  for  a  oonsid- 
eraUe  time,  but  it  at  last  became  extinct.  Of  a  Baptist 
Church  formed  in  the  South  part  of  the  town,  an  account 
will  be  found  in  the  history  of  Monson.    [Vol.  II.  p.  92.] 

Rev.  Melzics  Rainer  preached  the  first  sermon  ever 
preached  by  a  Methodist  minister  in  North  Wilbraham,  in 
11  JO,  at  the  house  of  Charles  Brewer.  There  had  been 
occasional  preaching  before  this  in  the  South  |)arish,  but  so 
bitter  was  the  Ibeling  against  them,  that  they  dared  not 
visit  the  North  parish,  till  this  year,  and  then  only  under 
a  pledge  from  bev  erai  persons  that  they  should  be  protected 
from  assault.  In  that  parish,  a  church  was  organized  in 
1791,  and  Rev.  Messrs.  Rainer  and  Smitk  were  appointed 
to  the  charge  of  it.  In  1824,  this  church  was  erected  into 
a  separate  station,  and  has  been  under  the  charge  of  the 
following  ministers :  Phineas  Peck,  Isaac  Jennison,  T.  W. 
Tucker,  N.  B.  Spaulding,  R.  l^nsom,  J.  Porter,  H.  V. 
Degen,  F.  Nutting,  C.  Adams,  N.  E.  Cobleigh,  C.  Baker, 
Z.  A.  Mu^ge,  8.  Gushing,  and  G.  Haven.  Ten  or  twelve 
ministers  held  a  session  here  in  1794,  being  the  whole 
number  of  Methodist  Episcopal  clergymen  then  preaching 
in  Connecticut,  Vermont,  Western  Massachusetts,  and  New 
Hampshire,  and  with  18  or  20  associates,  convened  at  Lynn 
the  same  year,  occupying  the  whole  territory  of  New  Eng- 
land. The  same  conference  assembled  here  in  1827,  and 
numbered  about  100  clergymen.  Six  conferences  and  a 
large  portion  of  two  other  conferences,  numbering  in  all 
about 800  ministers,  now  supply  nearly  a  thousand  churches 
in  the  same  territory,  with  regular  ministerial  serrice. 

We  Bvibjom  a  few  notes  Ibr  the  gratificatiozi  ai  the 
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emfein:  Comforty  d^ugbterof  Daniel  Wamer,  wm  ikm 
fbni  ehOd  bom  m  the  town.  Widow  Elisabeth  Oodoril  at 
Boston  died  April  26, 1741.  This  was  the  4th  death,  and 
Ihe  first  burial  in  the  town.  The  others  had  been  carried 
to  Springfield  for  burial.  Potatoes  were  unknown  in  the 
town  until  1754,  and  tlien  only  one  peek  were  hrou'rlit 
into  the  place.  Rats  were  unknown  in  the  town  until  a 
Mr.  Chapin  brouirht  home  a  sack  of  wool  h  um  Providence, 
in  which  the  VLrmiii  liad  taken  refuge  and  passage.  The 
first  corn  mill  was  put  in  operation  in  17G2,  previous  to 
which  year  the  people  resorted  to  Springfield  to  get  tlieir 
com  ground.  The  first  church  bell  was  rung  in  Sepieuiber, 

1802.  The  first  carding  machine  was  started  in  August, 

1803.  The  first  brass  clock  was  brought  into  tlie  town 
about  1789.  Gad  Lamb  brought  the  lirst  plaster  of  Paris 
into  the  town  about  1789.  Tlie  first  bulfalo  rolj*'  was 
brought  from  Montreal  in  1805,  and  cost  but  30  shillings. 
On  the  7th  of  August,  17G1,  occurred  an  event  which  has 
been  celebrated  in  song.  It  is  doubtful  whether  any  piece 
of  American  doggrel  has  been  so  fortun:ite  in  the  term  of 
its  perpetuation.  It  relates  to  the  death  of  Timothy  Mer- 
rick, from  the  bite  of  a  rattlesnake,  and  has  been  added  to 
and  modified,  until  the  versions  of  it  are  numberless.  The 
verses  are  said  to  have  been  written  by  a  young  woman  to 
whom  the  unfcHrtonate  man  was  engaged  to  be  married.  A 
grave  stone  still  marks  the  spot  where  he  sleeps,  bat  the 
baUad,  of  which  the  following  is  an  authentic  copji  pre* 
served  in  the  family,  bids  £Eiir  to  outlast  the  marble : 

''On  Sprinorfield  mountains  there  did  dwell 
A  likeley  yuuik  wa^  known  iuii  wuil  * 
lieutenant  Merrick  onley  son 
A  likeley  yoath  near  twenty  one. 

'*  One  friday  morninir  he  did  go 
in  to  the  raedow  and  did  mow 
A  round  or  two  then  he  did  feal 
A  pisen  serpent  at  his  heal. 


"When  he  received  his  deadly  wond 
he  dropt  his  sytho  a  pon  llie  ground 
And  strate  for  home  wase  his  latent 
Calling  aloude  still  as  he  went. 


"tho  all  around  his  voys  wase  hered 
but  none  of  his  friends  to  him  apiere 
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they  thought  ii  wsLse  some  workmea  caild 
and  there  poor  Timothy  alone  mst  falL 

*'  So  soon  hi-  Caifull  father  went 
to  soak  his  son  wiiii  discontent 
and  there  hes  foiui  onley  son  he  found 
ded  as  a  sluiie  a  pon  the  ground. 

And  there  he  lay  down  sopose  to  rest 
withe  both  his  hands  Acrost  his  brest 
his  mouth  and  eves  Closed  fast 
And  there  pour  »nan  he  slept  his  last. 

"his  father  vieiide  his  track  with  greate  coacem 
Where  he  had  ran  across  the  com 
unevin  tracks  where  he  did  jto 
did  apear  to  stagger  two  and  how. 

The  seventh  of  August  sixty  one 
this  fatal!  axadint  was  done 
Let  this  a  warniuy;  be  to  all 
to  be  prepared  when  god  does  call.'* 

A  history  of  tlie  Wesleyaa  Acadeniy  in  North  Wilbra- 
ham  will  be  found  in  the  paper  on  iu^ducation,  yoL  1,  p. 
495. 

Among  the  sons  of  Wilbraham  who  have  distinguished 
themselyesy  Pliny  J\r(  mck,  a  son  of  the  first  clergyman^ 
deserves  mention.  He  was  a  lawyer  by  i  rofessioDj  and  in 
that  profession  was  decidedly  a  man  of  distinction.  While 
yet  a  young  man,  he  represented  his  native  town  in  the 
Legislature.  His  professional  life  was  spent  in  Brookfield* 
He  was  the  father  of  the  present  Judge  Pliny  M^ick  of, 
Worcester. 

John  Biisdy  who  has  already  beea  mentioned  in  conneo-' 
tion  with  the  first  l^slative  represetitation  of  the  town, 
was  a  man  of  great  iofluence,  and  of  4iigh  natiye  talent 
He  was  bom  in  1727,  was  a  self-taught  man,  an  ardent 
whig  in  the  Revolution,  a  member  of  the  provincial  Con- 
gress, a  representative  in  the  Legislature  for  many  years, 
a  Senator,  a  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  a 
colonel  of  militia,  and  held  numerous  other  offices  of  trust 
and  responsibility.    He  died  in  1809. 

Oliver  B.  Morris,  a  native  of  Wilbraham,  was  born  in 
At  the  age  of  nineteen,  he  removed  to  Springfield, 
an^he  sii  J^i^  admission  to  the  bar,  commenced  there  the 
praQ^i^:^  subjiiw.   In  early  life,  iie  represented  the  town  of 
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Sprin^eld  in  the  Legislature  for  several  years.  He  was 
appointed  Judge  of  Probate  in  18"2'J,  and  has  liilcd  that 
oilice  with  g^reat  acceptance  for  a  period  of  twenty-five 
years,  and  still  fulfills  its  duties.  Judge  Morris  was  a 
grandson  of  John  Bliss.  He  ha*^  been  much  distinguislied 
for  his  kno^vledge  of  the  early  lii^t«Hy  of  the  region  of  liis 
home,  and  {probably  possesses  a  iar'if'r  fund  of  geneolorri- 
eal  infornmlion.  particularly  relating  to  the  leading  families 
in  the  Valley,  than  any  man  living. 

The  whole  amount  of  money  raised  by  taxation  in  Wil- 
braham,  in  1854,  was  $r).r»')3 ;  amount  appropriated  tor 
schools,  $1,55^\  Tlip  nunilx  r  of  school  dl-tricts  is  twelve. 
The  population  of  Willn-aham  in  1840  wa»  1,846 ;  in  18^, 
1|852 ;  increase  in  ten  years,  six. 


HISTORY 


OF  THE  TOWNS 


OF  HAMPSHIRE  COUNTY. 


AMHEBST. 

Amherst  was  originally  a  part  of  Hadley.  At' a  legal 
cawn  meeting  in  Hadle^r,  March  4^  ).700y  it  was : 

Voted  by  the  town  that  three  miles  and  one  quarter  East- 
ward from  tne  meeting  house,  and  so  from  the  North  side  of 
Mount  Holyoke  unto  the  Mill  river,  shall  lye  as  common  land 
forever,  supposinir  that  the  line  will  take  in  the  new  swamp. 

Votpfl  t}i;it  the  rest  of  ihn  commons  Eastward  phali  be 
laid  out  in  three  divisions,  that  is  to  say,  between  the  road 
leading  to  Brookiield  and  the  Mill  river,  not  withstand  inj?  there 
is  liberty  for  the  cutting  of  wood  and  timber  so  long  as  it  iieth 
unfenced ;  there  is  likewise  to  be  left  between  every  division 
forty  rods  for  lughways.  and  what  will  be  necessafy'to  be  left 
for  highways,  Eastward  and  West  through  every  divbion  is 
to  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  measorers,  and  every  one  to 
have  a  proportion  in  the  first  and  second  division,  and  every 
one  to  have  a  proportion  in  the  3d  division,  and"  every  house- 
holder to  have  a  £50  allotment,  and  all  othe#fi  who  are  now 
the  proper  inhabitants  of  Hadley,  16  years  old  and  upwards, 
to  have  a  £25  allotment  in  said  commons.'^ 

In  accordance  with  this  order,  the  most  of  this  land  wa* 
laid  oot  in  April,  1708,  bj  C%t.  Aaron  Cook,  Capt.  Nah^ 


m 

wkh  Didiason  and  Mr.  Samiidi  Poiter,  torn  mttmnn^ 

The  precise  dale  <^  the  settlement  o£  these  lands  is  not 

known.  A  Mr.  Foote,  probably  from  Hatfield,  is  said  to 
liave  built  a  shanty  in  tlie  East  part  of  the  town  prior  to 
ITOfS.  The  location  was  a  little  North  of  the  Kast  Parish 
Meeting  iiuuse.  He  chose  the  spot,  thinking  that  he  could 
subsist  there  by  hunting  and  fishing,  but  fjiilinp:  to  do  ^^o, 
he  left,  and,  in  commemomtion  of  his  folly,  the  Ea  t  pin  t 
of  the  town  was  for  many  years  called  "  Foote-folly  Swaiup.'* 
On  the  oth  of  January,  1730,  the  town  of  Had ky  appoint- 
ed men  to  la\  out  a  burial  place  for  the  East  inhabitants." 
In  1731,  these  inhabitants  were  the  folluwin*^:  John  In- 
gram, Senior,  John  Ingram,  Jr.,  Ebenezer  Kfdlogjj,  John 
and  Jonathan  Cowls,  Samuel' Boltwood,  hanmcl  Hawley, 
^Nathaniel  Ciiurch,  John  Wells,  Aaron  Smith,  Nathaniel 
Smith,  Richard  Chauncey,  Stephen  Smith,  ,]oiin  Nash,  Jr., 
Joseph  Wells,  Ebenezer  Ingram,  Ebenezer  Dickinson. 
Prior  to  1737,  the  following  persons  had  joined  the  forego- 
ing :  Joseph  Clary,  Zechariah  Field,  Jonathan  Atherton,  Sol- 
omon Boltwood,  Charles  Chauncey,  William  Murray,  Na- 
than Moody,  Felatiah  Smith,  John  Ferry,  Ebeaeser  Wi^ 
liams,  John  Moiton,  Moses  Smith.  A  few  years  later 
came  Charles  Wright,  Lt.  Jonathan  Smith,  £«leMer  Ma^ 
toon,  Joseph  Eastman,  Weatwood  Cook,  Preserved  Ciaii^ 
Jonathan  Edwards,  Aaron  Leonard,  Moses  Warner,  Aaron 
Warner,  Simeon  Clark,  Nathaniel  Coleman,  Alexander 
Smith,  Peter  Smith,  Jonathan  Moodj,  Samoel  Chorcfa, 
Kelmdah  Strong,  Nathan  Diddnsoo.  Most  of  .the  settisfS 
were  from  Hadte^,  thon^  those  bearing  the  names  of 
Cowls,  Field,  Morton,  Jonathan  Smith,  Coleman,  I^athan 
and  Jonathan  Dii^nson,  were  from  HatfieH,  while  Haw* 
ley,  Wright,  Clap,  Edwards,  Clark  and  Strong  were  firom 
Northampton. 

Amherst  was  made  the  8d  precinct  of  Hadley  Dec  81, 
1734,  ^ih»  precinct  being  of  the  contentB  of  two  milesand 
three  quartei;^  in  breadth,  and  seven  miles  in  length,  boond- 
ed  Westerly  on  a  tract  of  land  rested  by  the  town  of 
Hadley,  to  ly  as  common  forever,  South«!rly  on  Bosloft 
road,  Easterly  on  Equivalent  lands,  and  Northerly  on  the 
town  of  Suudtiland."  The  first  precinct  meeting  was 
held  Sept.  22,  17;;r>,  when  it  was  voted,  aiter  choosing  the 
necessary  parish  oliicers,  &c^  "  to  biere  a  menester  half  a 
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yim/^Md'^  to  build  a  Moilii^  HxMm/*  It  ms  abo 
<*TO(ed  s^d  House  be  forty  five  €ots  in  length  and  HMxif 
fi¥6  in  bredtli.'*  Thk  ehureh  was  built  upoa  the  luQi  om 
tiio  eoHDOii,  wbere  the  College  Oal^net  and  Obserralorj 
DOW  stands.  Alt]ioa|;li  it  appears  that  the  people  very 
soon  commenced  building  the  house,  and  so  far  finished  it 
as  to  be  able  to  hold  meetings  in  it,  it  was  not  i'ullj  com- 
pleted until  1752. 

The  tii'st  person  hired  to  supply  the  pulpit  was  David 
Parsons,  Jr.,  wlio  commenced  his  iiiinistrj,  (as  appears  by 
an  entry  in  the  church  records  in  his  own  hand  writing,) 
in  November,  1735.  April  13,  1737,  the  town  voted  to 
call  Mr.  Parsons  to  settle  in  the  ministry,  but  the  terras 
oflfered  were  unsatisfactory,  and  he  did  not  accept.  On  the 
12th  of  July,  1739,  tlie  parish  voted  to  renew  their  invita- 
-  tion,  and  to  offer  for  settlement  two  lots  of  land,  "  granted 
by  the  town  of  liadley  for  n  rnini-ter  in  this  precinct,"  and 
to  give  him  £175  in  money  to  help  iiim  build  his  house. 
This  call  was  accepted.  His  salaiy  was  fixed  at  £100  the 
first  year,  with  the  promise  of  an  increase  as  the  pokM 
and  estates  shall  gradually  Encrease." 

The  change  in  the  name  of  the  parish  from  Hadley  3d, 
to  Hadley  2d  precinct,  occurs  for  the  first  time  on  the 
records  in  IVfarchy  1754,  South  Hadley,  which  had  hithei>> 
to  been  the  2d  precinct,  hofing  been  ineoqrairated  as  adia« 
trict  the  year  previous. 

The  l<^Dg  inhabitants  of  Amherst  did  not  take  a  pnnr 
inent  part^n  the  Revolution,  and,  though  not  stricUy  tc^ 
still  faithless  of  a  favorable  issue  to  the  Jbneri- 
iean  caose.  A  majority  of  the  town  were,  howeyer,  in 
favor  of  the  Revf^utioD,  who,  Jannary  26,  1774,  carried  a 
inote  to  choose  a  Committoe  of  Correspondence,  to  draw  up 
a  letter  to  be  sent  to  the  Boston  Committee*.  The  Con>r 
nlttee  chosen  consisted  of  Moses  Dickinson,  Beubea  Diokr 
nson,  Jacob  McDsaiels,  NaAhaniel  Diddnsosi,  and  Joseph 
WiUiaais.  The  Committee  reported  on  the  ),4th  of  Mardi 
fiiUewing,  when  the  letter  was  accepted ;  and  a  worthy,  inde** 
pendent  and  otitspoken  docmnent  it  was. 

The  tones  suffered  in  Amherst,  as  elsewhere.  On  the 
].4fh  of  MflKy,  1775,  the  district  entered  into  an  examination 
rf  Mr.  Joeiah  Chauncey,  and  voted  that  they  ^\  (ire  not 
satisfied  with  his  answer  to  the  charge  laid  against  him.'* 
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Tbe  difltrieC  then  irotod  ^bai  Ur.  Ctmnmo^drnMbiaamiM 
ilie  cwntiiimkmi  be  kad  ever  raeeired  from  die  King,  and 
eomnit  \m  firanrms  into  the  hands  of  ibe  selectmen  of  the 
district.  This  latter  command  Mr.  Chaiincey  complied 
with,  as,  at  a  subsequent  meetiiiii,  it  was  voted  thai  iii^ 
arms  should  be  returned  to  him.  Mr.  Chaimcey  had  been 
a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  a  leading  iiiaa  of  the  town.  He 
was  a  son  of  Rev.  Isaac  Chauncey  of  Iladlej,  and  ^'reat 
grandson  of  liev.  Charles  Chauncey,  President  of  Har- 
vard College.  The  minister  of  the  parish  'lid  not  <-cape 
the  notice  of  the  warm  li  iends  of  the  Ri  \  oiuiioLKiry  niove- 
meirt.  In  the  warrant  for  a  town  mceung,  dated  Jan.  G, 
1777,  the  7tli  artieh  reads  as  tbiiows  :  "  To  know  the  minds 
ol  the  people  of  this  town  wheilier  they  este^'m  the  eon- 
duct  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  David  Parsons  friemHy  wiili  regard 
towards  the  cointnon  eause."  The  suceeeding  article  reads 
thu?  :  "  To  have  the  minds  of  the  people  whether  they  will 
improve  the  Rev.  Mr.  Parsons  as  their  minister  for  the  fu- 
ture." On  the  20th,  the  town  voted  that  the  conduct  <^ 
Mr.  Parsons  was  oit'ensive,  and  chose  Dea.  Clark,  Dea. 
EdwardBy  Joseph  Williams,  Moses  Dickinson  and  £lijidi 
fiaker,  a  cominitlee  to  inform  him  of  the  huL  The  duty 
me  doubtless  an  nn  pleasant  one,  and  this  was  probably  tbia 
xeaeon  that  two  of  his  deacons  were  put  at  the  head  of  the 
eommittee.  A  few  days  before  the  Declaration  of  Ind^ 
pendence,  the  town  yoled  to  sopport  Congress  in  such  a 
deelantioB,  pledging  to  that  rapport  tiieir  Urei  and  fin^ 
tanesL 

Amfaenty  in  eommon  with  the  nu^rity  of  its  nei|^hboi«y 
was  stfODglj  opposed  to  the  war  of  1812,aad  made  a  pnln 
lo  and  organiaed  dedaration  of  its  opposition* 

The  statement  c£  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Parsons  as  the 
minister  at  Ambeist  has  akeadjr  hem  given.  The  ehaidi 
was  ^rmed  November  7, 17^9^  eonsisting  of  sixteen  indi* 
vidnals^  as  follow:  David  Parsons,  pasloar ;  Natbaniel Kel« 
kgg,  John  Ingram^  Samuel  Hawley,  Eleaaer  MattooBy  John 
Nash,  Petatiah  Smith,  Ebeneser  Dickinsoa,  John  Cowls, 
Aaron  Smith,  Ebenezer  Kellogg,  Jonathan  Smith,  Nathaniel 
Smith,  Joseph  Clary,  Jonathan  Cowls,  and  Richard  Chaun- 
cey. On  the  first  of  January,  1740,  the  following  were 
added  by  recommendation  from  otlier  churches:  David 
Smithy  Mehitabel  Hawley,  Widow  Abigail  Smith,  Hann^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


Sntt,  Mary  CbiHs,  SliBAbeth 

nah  Bobwood,  Sarah  Hawk j,  Martha  Botewood,  WmL 

Ljdia  Ingram,  EUsabeth  Kellogg,  Wid.  Sarah  Field,  AM^ 
gail  Field,  Bebecea  Hawley,  Mehitabel  Smith,  Haonatt 
Nash,  Sarah  Kellogg,  AbigaU  Smith,  EHaabelh  Smith,  Sa» 
rah  DioikhiMxn,  Elizabeth  OiaiiDcey,  Bath  Boltwood  and 
^     Mary  Boltwood. 

David  Parsons,  Jr.,  the  first  pastor,  was  born  at  Maiden, 
March  21,  1712,  and  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in 
1729.  He  was  ordained  November  7,  1739,  and  continued 
in  oliice  until  his  death,  which  occurred  January  1,  1781, 
when  lie  had  reached  the  68th  year  of  his  age,  and  the42d 
<rf  his  ministry. 

He  was  succeeded  by  David  Parsons,  D.  D*,  his  son, 
October  2d,  1782.  Dr.  Parsons  was  born  in  1749,  grad- 
uated at  Harvard  in  1771,  and  after  a  ministry  of  almost 
37  years,  was  dismissed  at  his  own  request,  Sept.  1,1819.  He 
died  suddenly,  May  18,  182.S,  while  on  a  visit  to  Wethers- 
field,  Ct.  As  an  evidence  of  the  high  estimation  in  ^vhich 
he  was  held,  the  fact  may  be  stated  that  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  Pres.  Dwight,  of  Yale  College,  he  was  ap- 
pointed professor  of  theology  in  that  institution.  Rev. 
Daniel  A.  Clark,  a  native  of  Rahwaj,  New  Jersey,  and  a 
gradoate  of  the  Collie  of  New  Jersey  in  1808,  was  the 
Siird  minister,  having  been  installed  January  26,  183H)4 
He  was  dismissed  Aagust  d,  1824.  Mr.  Clark  waa  a 
preacher  of  decided  power  and  originality.  He  was  the 
author  of  a  premium  tract,  entitled  "  The  Rich  Believer 
Bountiful,"  and  a  popular  sermon  entitled  The  Cbuxeh 
Safe."  He  was  also  the  author  of  three  volumes  of  sev* 
mens,  and  some  posthumous  works.  Bev.  Boyal  Waahbom 
of  BojaitoD,  y t,  a  graduate  of  the  .University  of  Vermoiiit 
in  1821,  was  his  successor,  having  been  settled  January  24 
.  1826.  He  possessed  the  choicest  qualities,  as  a  man  and  a 
pastor,  and  remained  in  his  connection  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  January  1,  183d«  He  was  succeeded  by 
Bev«  Micatah  Adam,  a  native  of  North.  Britftn,  and  a 
graduate  of  the  University  of  Glasgow,  Scothind,  who  was 
settled  December  25,  1883,  and  dismissed  December  10, 
1834.  Rev.  Josiah  Bent  was  the  next  pastor.  He  was 
installed  April  9,  1837,  and  retained  his  connectiuii  with 
tibia  diurch  until  his  death,  which  occurred  November  1 9, 
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IMi;  auf.  Mmm.  Mmtek  Oalta,  ft  iwtive  «f  Cborgia, 
y  t,  and  a  9»doal9  of  Tafe  In  1885^  was  ordMsed  as  kit 
laooeMr ia  1840,aBd  dkiaiMd  in  1U%   Bst. Edmix4 

S.  Dwight  «f  N«w  HaTen,  a  graduate  of  Tale  in  1938^ 
was  installed  as  pastor,  July  19,  1854,  and  still  remains  in 

tliat  relation.  It  may  be  remarked,  in  clo8in«^  a  notice  of 
this  church,  that  the  iiieeting-house  raised  lu  17*30,  <»avo 
place  to  a  new  structure  in  1788,  and  tlmt  ike  present  house 
of  worship  was  erected  in  182i). 

Some  of  the  members  of  the  first  church,  whu  wpve  op- 
p^)>e*l  to  the  settlement  of  Dr.  Parsons,  the  second  [)a.star, 
withdrew  in  1782,  ami  on  the  Luli  of  October  of  tliat  year, 
they  (2:^  in  number,)  formed  a  covenant  to  sustain  separate 
worship,  and  organize  a  new  church.  On  the  1  7tli  of  June, 
1788,  they  were  incorporated  the  'id  parish  ot  Amlierst, 
but  the  precis©  dnte  of  the  or«^anizatiun  of  the  church  is 
uncertain.  A  council  was  called  October  2b,  17>^2,  but  it 
adjourned  to  the  11th  of  November  without  orii^anizing  the 
church.  Whether  the  church  was  then  organized  do(\s  not 
appp^ur,  though  it  is  probable  that  it  was.  liev.  Ichabod 
Ikmperj  the  fint  pastor  of  the  East  Church,  as  it  was  called, 
was  a  native  of  Dedham,  and  a  graduate  of  Harvafd 
itt'  1783.  He  was  ordained  January  25,  1786,  and  dis- 
missed Oetober  12^  ldO&;  Devoting  himself  to  agricultural 
porsaitSrl^  eontinued  to  reside  at  Amherst  nntil  his  deatlii 
which  occurred  December  1 7,  ia9?»  at  the  age  of  72  jeaie. 
Bev.  Nathan  Feikins  was  his  snooeesor,  haTing  been  or- 
dained  'Ofstob^  10, 181<K  He  ims  a  native  of  Hartlbvd, 
Ctf  a  gnaloate  of  Yale  in  1795,  and  ooattaoed  in  his  Amh 
Imst  pastotoate  until  his  death,  March  1842.  He  was 
<MeeeeADd  September  14, 1S42,  by  Rev.  Pomearof  Beldiagi 
Mt4  Belding  was  bom  at^  Whately,  March  15, 1811,  grad- 
aated  at  Anriieist  in  180a,  and  died  Mareh  2, 1849,  at  the 
a|$e  of  87  yeaie.  Bar*.  Oiarlee  Lewie  Woodworth,  a  grad> 
nate  of  Anfaevst  in  1845,  wae  ordained  m  1849,  and  is 
the  presejfft  pastor. 

The  South  Parish  was  incorporated  in  1824,  and  the 
church  was  formed  October  14th  of  that  year.  The  pas- 
tors have  been  tbliow  :  Rev.  Horace  B.  Chapin,  a  native 
of  Granby,  settled  in  November,  1825,  dismissed  April, 
1829  ;  Rev.  Aaron  Gates  of  Hartland,  Ct.,  a  graduate  of 
Williams  College  in  1804,  installed  February  1, 1832,  and 
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dismissed  April,  1885 ;  Rev.  Gideon  Dana ;  Ber.  Dana 

Gqodsell,  a  native  of  East  Haven,  Ct. ;  Rev.  James  Lyman 
Merrick,  a  native  of  Monson,  a  gnidiKiti  of  Amherst  Col- 
lege in  ISdOf  installed  in  lb48.  Mr.  Merrick  is  the  present 
pastor.  ' 

The  Xorih  Parish  was  incorporated  in  182G,  and  the 
church  was  formed  in  November  of  that  year.  The  pas- 
toral succession  has  been  as  follows :  Rev.  William  W. 
Hunt,  born  at  Belchertown  September  17th,  1790,  grad- 
uated at  Williams  in  1820,  settled  March  7,  IS-i?!  and 
died  October  6,  1^37  ;  Rev.  George  Cooke,  a  Lnu'liiate  of 
Dartmouth  in  1833 ;  Rev.  George  E.  Fisher,  a  graduate 
of  Aonherst  in  1846.    Mr.  Fisher  is  the  present  pastor. 

The  Baptist  Church  in  Amherst  was  organized  in  August^ 
1^2,  immbering  at  that  time  40  members.  Th^ir  honae 
rf  wonhip  was  dedicated  November  10, 1835.  The  pas- 
toral* succession  in  this  church  has  been  as  fijllows  :  Rer. 
Mason  Ball,  a  gradaate  of  Union  in  1828,  the  pastor  firom 
Ifajr  dOi,  18d3»  to  November  12, 1886 ;  Bev.  Kehemiab 
Qt.  LoveU,  from  Norember  20th,  1886,  to  Jannarj,  1840 1 
Ber.  Joseph  Hodges,  ftom  August,  1840,  to  1842 ;  BeT* 
Oeom  Waters,  ihmi  December,  1842,  to  Jamuuy,  1846  « 
Bev.  Mason  Ball,  from  April,  1846^  to  1848  $  Bev.  S.  A. 
Onmmings,  from  May  80^  1851,  to  October,  1852;  Bev* 
£•  Anderson,  from  Octob^,  1852,  to  October^  1858. 

A  Meihodist  Church  was  erected  at  the*  KotrHi  pert  of 
the  town,  in  the  village  called  ^  The  Oitj,''  about  the  year 
1842,  and  about  the  year  1846,  a  second  ohurdi  was  ennited 
at  the  South  end  of  the  town  by  the  same  denommation* 
The  latter  has  of  late  been  closed  most  of  the  time,  but 
stated  worship  has  been  constantly  maintained  in  the  former. 

The  inliabitiuiU  of  Anilierst  have  alwjiys  been,  for  the 
most  part,  farmers.  In  later  years,  the  number  of  me- 
chanics hjis  increased.  About  20  years  ago,  Knowles  & 
THAYEii  had  a  carriage  manufactory  in  the  East  part  of 
the  town,  where  some  of  the  liiiest  carria;]:es  ever-produced 
in  the  country  were  manufactured.  At  the  North  part  of 
the  town,  on  the  stream  known  as  Mill  River,  there  are  a 
numbtu-  ut  establishiiK  Tits  where  straw  brmrd  and  strnw 
wrappino^  paper,  Kentucky  jeans,  wickings  and  sheetings 
are  nunidlhctured.  Thfre  is  a  tool  factory  in  the  £ast 
parish,  and  also  one  at  the  South  part  ok'  the  town* 
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Amherst  has  furnished  to  the  State  and  country  several 
men  of  distinction.  Chester  Ashl(;y,  >un  of  Willlaui  Ash- 
ley, pjraduated  at  Willirnns  in  1813,  vo:\d  law  with  Klisha 
Williams  of  Hudson,  iS.  Y.,  and,  belbrc  1620,  settled  at 
Little  Rock,  Ark.  He  died  at  W  aslnnorton,  D.  C,  April, 
1848,  while  a  member  of  the  V.  S.  Si  ikUc  1()r  Arkansas. 
His  ptaiul  in  that  body  is  indicated  in  tha  tact  that  he  wat 
chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Siliis  Wright,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Amherst,  May  24,  1795, 
graduated  at  Middlehury  in  1815,  read  law  with  Mr.  JVIar* 
tmdale  of  Sandj  Hill,  N.  Y.,  was  ^miit^t^  to  the  bar  Jan-^ 
iiaij,  1S19;  in  the  October  folio wbg  opened  an  office  at 
Canton,  N»  waa  elected  State  Senator  and  took  his  seal 
tat  four  years  Jaaoary,  1824,  and  took  his  seat  aa  Eepre- 
waiMive  in  Congress,  December,  1827.  In  Fel)ruary,  1829, 
be  was  elected  CcHnptroUer  of  the  State,  which  office  he 
held  l^ree  years,  and  in  1832  was  rejected  to  the  same 
eAoe.  in  thia  year,  Wm.  L«  Marcy,  who  was  U.  S.  Sen** 
tar,  haTiBg  been  elected  GoTCroor,  Mr.  Wright  waa  choaon 
to  fill  the  unexpired  term.  At  the  expiration  of  thetern^ 
March  1, 1887,  he  reaumed  his  seat,  having  been  elected 
£»r  a  loll  term  of  six  years  in  the  preceding  FebroaKy* 
At  the  dose  of  the  27th  Congress,  Mr*  Wright  was  efeoted 
Qovemor  of  New  Tork,  receiyiog  the  largest  number  of 
votes  ever  cast  lor  one  individaal  in  the  State*  He  died 
at  Canton;  V,  Y.,  Aogust,  1847,  of  an  apoplectic  fit^  at  the 
age  of  52  yeaw. 

Solomon  Strong,  son  of  Hon.  Simeon  Strong,  was  bom 
Mareh  2,  1780,  grarluated  at  Williams  in  171»8,  and  wa$ 
admitted  to  the  Huinpihire  County  bar  in  1801.  lie  prac- 
ticed law  successively  in  the  towns  of  Rojalston,  Atliol, 
Westminster  and  Leominster.  lie  was  State  Senator  tor 
the  years  1812,  1813,  lb  I  J  and  1844,  member  of  Congress 
two  terms,  from  March  4,  1815,  to  March  4th,  1819,  Judge 
of  the  Circuit  ( V)Ui*t  of  Coiiiniou  Pleas  for  the  Western  Cir- 
cuit, fron^  August  19,  THIS,  untii  the  Court  was  abolislied 
in  1821,  and  Judj^e  ot  ihc  Court  of  Comiiion  I'leas  for  the 
CoiiiinoinveaUli  from  July  13,  1821,  until  liis  r(^>ifrnation 
Scptt  iriber  1, 1842.  He  died  at  Leominster  beptember  16^ 
1850,  aged  70  years. 

David  Kellogg,  D.  D.,  son  of  Daniel,  was  born  in  1755, 
graduated  at  Dartmoiith  in  177^,  and  waa  ordaioied  pastor 
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of  the  Congregational  Church  in  Framingham,  January  10, 
1781.  lie  retired  from  his  office  in  September,  1830,  and 
died  August  13,  1843,  at  the  age  of  87  years. 

Ebenezer  Mattoon,  Jr.,  wiis  born  iu  17t>^,  and  graduated 
at  Dartmouth,  1776.  lie  was  a  Major  in  the  Rev(dntio]i- 
aiy  War,  and  was  elected  member  of  Conerress  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, in  place  of  Samuel  Lyman,  taking  his  >eat  on 
the  2d  of  February,  1801.  He  was  afterwards  appointed 
Sh<  riti  of  the  old  County  of  TIainpshire,  and  was  in  office 
as  late  as  1816.  He  was  ]\raior  General  ot"  the  4th  Division 
of  Massachusetts  Militia,  and  subsequently  Captain  of  the 
Ancient  and  Honorable  Artilleiy  Company  of  Boston.  He 
was  also,  at  one  time.  Adjutant  General  of  the  Milkia.  lit 
retained  all  lus  faculties,  exo^  that  of  vision,  to  a  mnaAr 
able  degree,  up  to  the  time  6i  his  desth,  wkicli  ooenmd 
September  11,  1843,  at  the  age  of  88  years. 

Daniel  Kellogg,  LL.  eon  of  Daniel,  was  baptized  Feb« 
roary  Id,  1791,  and  graduated  at  Williams  in  1810*  H» 
fesidas  at  Rockingham)  Yt,  and  has  been  fi)r  many,  yean 
a  joedce  of  tbe  Supreme  Court  of  that  State. 

The  lawyers  of  .^jnherst  have  been  the  ^illowiag  >^ 
Hon*  Simeon  Strong,  LL.  D.,  Bon  of  Nehemiah,  bom  3£iureii 
6^  1786,  at  Northampton,  removed  with  his  fiither's  fiunily 
to  Amhorst  in  1744,  graduated  at  Yale  in  1756>  read  lam 
with  CoL  Worthington  of  Springfield,  soee  to  great  emi- 
nence in  his  profession,  was  appointed  judge  of  the  8u»- 
preme  Judicial  Court  in  1800,  and  died  in  oSo^  December 
14, 1805^ — ^Hon.  Samuel  F.  Dickinson,  son  of  Nathan,  bom 
October  iK  1775,  read  law  with  Judge  Strong,  a  represen- 
tative and  Senator  in  the  State  Legislature,  removtMl  to 
Hudson,  Ohio,  where  he  died  April  22,  1838,  aged  C2 
years. — Simeon  Strong,  Jr.,  born  at  Amherst,  February  22, 
1764,  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1786,  read  hiw  with  his 
father,  commenced  pi'actice  at  Conway,  but  removed  to 
Anjlierst  shortly  after  the  death  of  his  father,  in  1805,  and 
died  there  September  2,  1641,  aged  78  years. — Hezekiah 
W.  Strono;,  ])orn  at  Amherst  in  1768,  son  of  Judge  Strong, 
read  law  with  him,  commenced  practice  in  Deerfield,  re- 
moved to  Amherst  in  1806  or  1807,  removed  thence  to 
Troy,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  October  7,  1848,  at  the  age  of 
80  years. — .John  Strong,  son  of  Judge  Strong,  bom  August 
4.  177H,  graduated  at  Williams  GoU^  in  1798,  read  law 
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with  his  father,  practiced  a  short  linic,  then  became  a 
farmer,  and  died  in  his  native  town,  Julj  l.s  ID,  aged  70. 
— Noah  Dickinson  Mattoon,  son  of  Gen.  Ebenesser,  jirad- 
nated  at  Dartmouth  in  ISO^j.  opened  the  first  law  oiiiee  in 
the  Eti>t  part  of  Amherst,  reniovod  to  J*ainesville,  Ohio, 
about  1817,  and  in  i<s,>i>  was  ^e^i(lirl;x  iU  Unionville,  Ohio. 
— ^Jonathan  Eastman,  son  of  Jolni,  born  at  Ainljerst^  read 
law  with  H.  W.  Stronji,  with  whom  he  commcuced  prac- 
tice. subse([untly  removed  to  Nr'w  York  Cifv.  ami  opened 
a  broker's  otfuu^  lie  died  in  thai  citv. — lihariiar  Conker, 
son  of  John,  born  at  Peliiani,  read  hiw  wiili  Noah  D.  Mat- 
toon,  commenced  practice  in  Pel  ham,  removed  to  Amherst 
about  1817,  and  for  many  years  has  been  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate for  Hampshire  County. — Lucius  Boltwood,  bom  al 
Amherst,  son  of  WiUiam,  graduated  at  WiliuuDB  College 
ia  1814,  read  law  with  Samael  F.  Dickinson,  and  oom- 
menoed  practice  in  1817,  in  company  with  Mr.  Dickinson. 
— Osmyn  Baker,  bom  at  Amherst,  son  of  Enos,  gradoaled 
at  Yale  in  1822,  read  law  with  Hezekiah  W.  Strong,  and 
al  tbe  law  school  in  Northamplbn,  mtas  for  seTeral  yem  a 
member  of  Congress  from  his  native  district,  has  since  be^ 
a  member  of  the  Governor's  Council,  and  at  pment  re* 
sides  in  Northampton. — Edward  Diddnsoo,  born  at  Am- 
hearst,  son  of  Hon.  Samnel  F.  Dickinson,  gradnaled  at  Tale 
Gol^ge  in  1828^  read  law  with  his  father,  and  at  the  N<«tlip 
ampton  Law  School,  haji  been  a  member  of  the  State  Sen 
ate  and  of  the  Govemor^s  Council,  and  represented  his 
nadve  district  in  the  last  Googre8B<-*<}harles  Debmo^  son 
of  Gideon,  graduated  at  Amherst  College  in  184D,  rsad 
Jaw  witti  Osmyn  Baker,  ecmunenced  practice  with  1^  at 
Amherst,  and  removed  with  him  to  Northampton^ — ^Ithamar 
Fi  Cookey,  son  of  Ithamar,  bom  at  Amherst,  read  law  witii 
Edward  Dickinson  and  Judge  Allen  of  Worcester,  now  in 
partnership  with  John  M.  Knierson. — James  W.  Boy  den, 
son  of  Dr.  Wyatt  C  Boyden  of  Beverly,  graduated  at  Har- 
vard College  in  1843,  pursued  his  legal  studies  at  Cam- 
bridge Law  School,  with  Robert  BantiMii,  Jr.,  and  Kdward 
Dickinson,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Hampshire  bar  in  Decem- 
ber, \H4i\. — P^lbridge  G.  Bowdoiu,  born  at  South  Uadley, 
son  of  William  Bowdoin,  Esq.,  crraduated  at  Amherst  Col- 
lege in  1840.  He  is  a  partner  ol  Edward  Dickinson. — 
John  M.  Isauersoo,  bom  at  Heath,  son  of       Joseph  Kn^ 
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erson^  gracbatod  at  Amhent  in  1^9,  adouttod  tlie  Inr  . 
in  1854.  He  is  in  partnership  with  Ithamar  F.  Conkey.— * 
Wra.  Austin  Dickinson,  son  of  Edward,  graduated  at  Am» 
her>i  iii  1850,  read  law  with  his  father,  and  at  the  Cam- 
bridge Law  School,  where  he  received  the  dej^ree  of  LL.  B. 
in  1854.  lie  was  admitted  to  the  oar  in  Boston  at  the 
same  time. 

The  physicians  of  Amherst  have  been  the  following:— 
Nathaniel  Sinit]i,  bom  Feb.  10,  1702;  died  March  9,  ' 
1774.  ;iged  72. — Seth  Coleman,  born  jNIarch  17,  1740,  at  ^ 
Hatheld,  frrailuiited  at  Yale  1765,  studied  mediciiu;  with 
Dr.  E.  Hubbard  of  New  Haven,  Ct.,  eomnienced  practice 
1767,  and  died  Sept.  9, 1816,  aged  76.- — William  Kittridge, 
who  remained  m  town  hut  a  i'ew  years. — Robert  Cutler, 
came  from  Greenwich,  practiced  in  Pelham  a  few  years 
'  beibre  going  to  Amherst.  He  died  March  10,  1835,  aged 
86.— Samuel  Gamwell  who  died  May  22,  1814,  aged  49.— 
Isaac  G.  Cutler,  son  of  Dr.  JEU>bert,  giaduated  at  WiUiasii. 
College  in  IdOl*  He  waa  In  company  wUh  his  father,  an^ 
smbseqnently  with  Dr.  Timothy  J.  Gridley.  He  died  Nor* 
29, 1834,  aged  49. — Rufus  Cowls,  bom  at  Amherst,  gradna^ 
ted  at  Dartmouth  1792,  practioedat  Ne  w  Salem  first,  remored 
to  Amherat  about  1805,  subsequently  reUilqiiished  his  pro- 
fiasston,  and  went  into  mercantile  business.  He  died  2ie» 
▼ember  22d,  1837,  aged  69.— Timothy  J.  Gridley,  fpndn- 
aftad  at  Yale  College  in  1808)  received  his  medicsd  degree 
at  Dartmouth  in  1812,  oommenoed  practiee  in  £a8t  Am« 
herst,  but  afterwards  removed  to  the  West  parish,  and  was 
at  dUSsreot  times  in  partnership  with  Isaac  6.  CSitfkry 
Isaae  6.  Cutler,  Jr^  and  Benj.  F.  Smith<r-W.  F.  Selk» 
who  died  Deeember  81, 1842,  aged  56w— Drs.  Hamtttoa 
and  PaiBeir«<-Se&  Fish  who  camefirom  Shute^bury,  and  es^ 
tablishedhlmself  atNosth Amhefst— Dr.  Tfatdiinson,  who  is 
betieved  to  have  removed  to  Orsnge-^-^Qardner  Dtirranee^ 
son  of  Bev.  G<»don,  of  Windsor,  graduated  at  WiUims 
College  in  1820,  practiced  for  a  time  in  Sunderland,  re- 
mofved  thence  to  Amherst,  left  Amherst  in  1843,  and  has 
since  resided  at  Attica,  N.  Y. — Isaac  G.  Cutler,  Jr.,  was 
for  a  time  a  partner  of  T.  J.  Gridley.  He  died  at  the 
West. — William  B.  Reed,  graduated  at  Amherst  College 
in  1837,  coniiiu^nced  practice  in  pLii  tncr&hip  wdth  Dr.  Sel- 
lutt,  died  Dec.  8,  1846. — .John  M,  Brewster,  Jr^  of  Pitts* 
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field,  graduated  at  Williams  Colleire  in  1831),  at  tiie  Berk- 
shire Medical  Colle^  in  ittil.  <  onimenced  pi  ai  iicf  ai 
Arahei^t  in  the;  year  1843, and  now  resides  in  Sprin^li) 
Benjamin  F.  Smith,  ciuue  from  North  lladley  to  Arnhi  rst, 
had  been  previously  in  practice  at  Chicopee  lull.-. —  Uf*o. 
S.  Woodman,  <?raduated  at  Amherst  ( olh'jrc,  1846,  took 
mediwil  th  ;iree  at  Boston  in  lb4l^,  was  lor  a  time  in 
CODipany  witli  Dr.  Gridley. — Isrnel  II.  Taylor,  remofed 
from  Ptsihaoi  to  Amherst,  is  a  partner  of  Dr.  iSniith. 

There  are  in  Amherst  eight  school  districts.  The 
amount  ot  money  raised  lor  schools  in  l8o3  was  5<ii,'^0U; 
raised  for  all  purposes,  $6,796.  The  town  debt  amounts 
to  $l,a8d.  The  town  contains  about  63  milts  of  road. 
In  the  census  of  1764  and  1765,  tiieie  were  m  Ainhefal  6 
negro  aktvei.  At  that  time  the  town  contained  96  hoyMi» 
104  familiea^  167  males  under  16  years,  160  females  un^ 
dor  16  yearSy  end  IdO  males  and  162  females  above  that 
age.  In  the  oenaiia  of  1776  to  1781,  the  numberof  whites 
Wtm  915.  The  number  of  polls  in  the  valuation  of  1778 
was  248,  in  1781»  251 ;  in  1784  (polk  ratable  mid  not  rata- 
ble) 276;  supported  by  the  town,  1.  The  population  in 
184awwMU9  iiil8d0,  2,786.  This  is  fiom  the  Stale 
CMMD%  which  omits  ttadeDtrfirom  its  caiiTaSyes  not  belong- 
ii^to  the  permaneni  popubtioiii  Cooating  the  studeati^ 
the  papuhiiiQD  is  upwavde  of  8,000. 

We  8ali0mB  a  few  misnelhiiieans  &els  of  iateiest.  The 
people  were  at  tet  called  to  meetiiig  on  the  Sabhath  hy  a 
oooeh^  In  1743,  it  was  "  voted  to  give  Aaron  Warner  80 
shillings  to  sweep  the  meeting  house,  and  to  give  a  signet 
when  to  go  to  meeting  lor  one  year."  In  1746,  occurred 
the  following  vote :  "  to  give  John  Nash  Ibrty  shillings  to 
sound  ye  kunk  for  this  yeare."  The  conch  at  the  1st 
church  was  used  until  1793,  when  a  bell  weighing  932 
I>oundg,  purchased  of  Benjamin  Hanks  of  Mansfield,  took 
its  place.  The  last  meeting  of  Had  ley  3d  precinct  was 
held  Jan.  30, 1754 ;  the  first  meeting  of  liadley  2d  precinct, 
on  the  22d  of  March,  1754,  and  the  last,  June  29,  1758. 
The  district  of  Amherst  was  organized  March  19,  1759, 
and  the  last  district  meeting  was  held  August  10th,  1775. 

BELCHERTOWN. 

The  early  history  of  the  territory  of  Belchertown  is  given 
elsewhere,  f  toL  1,  p.  181,]  but  it  will  be  proper  to  re-state 
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it  in  this  place.  Tlie  settlement  of  the  line  of  boundary 
between  Connecticut  nnd  Massachusetts,  in  1713,  threw 
within  the  line  of  ('Connecticut  the  town=i  of  Knfield,  Som- 
ers,  Woodstock  and  iSutiield,  which  had  thus  far  been  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts.  By  an  arrangement  be- 
tween the  two  colonies,  these  towns  were  allowed  to  remain 
undef  Massachusetts  rule,  in  consideration  of  w  hich  that 
cc^ony  granted  a  tract  of  land  to  Connecticut  This  land 
became  known  as  the  *^£qiiivaleiit  Lands,"  and  embraced 
Belchertown  and  Pelham  and  parts  of  Presoott  and  Ware. 
The  tract  now  covered  by  Belchertown  was  distinguished  ' 
by  the  name  of  "  Cold  Spring.*'  At  the  time  these  lands 
were  granted  to  Connecticut,  no  grant?  to  individnals  had 
been  made  within  their  limits.  In  1727,  Connecticut  sold 
its  right  to  the  territory  of  Belchertown,  to  seven  individ-' 
uals  residing  in  and  near  Bostoni  ^in  equal  diyisicms ; 
the  first  division  to  Paul  Dudley  two-thirds^  and-CoL  John 
Wainwright  one-third ;  second  division,  one-sixth,  to  John 
Caswell;  third  divisbn,  one>«ixtfa,  to  CoL  Thomas  Fitch; 
fimrth  division,  one-sixth,  to  Adington  Davenport ;  fifth  di- 
vision, one-sijdJi,  to  Jonathan  Belcher,  Esq. ;  sixth  divis- 
ion, one«ixth,  to  William  Clark's  heirs. '  Doring  the  month 
of  October  and  November,  of  that  year,  the  territory  was  ' 
surveyed,  delineated  and  plotted  on  a  chart  by  Cc^  Tixnuh 
thy  Dwight  of  Northampton.''  This  chart  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  Hon.  Mark  DoolitHe  of  Belchertown.  Col. 
Dwigfat's  survey  emlmoed  an  area  of  27,390  acres,  but  at 
the  time  the  town  was  incorporated  (June  30,1761,)  its 
boundaries  included  an  addition  of  12,000  acres,  on  the 
North,  a  part  of  which  now  comes  within  the  lines  of 
Enlield. 

In  order  to  induce  the  immigration  of  settleir;,  the  pro- 
prietors proposed  to  make  gratuitous  grants  to  them,  on 
condition  of  their  removal  to,  and  permanent  settlement 
upon  the  lands.  Accordingly,  several  families  from  North- 
ampton, Hadley  and  Hatfield,  removed  to  Cold  Spring,  in 
July,  1731.  These  pioneers  were  Samuel  Bascom,  Benja- 
miu  Stebbins,  and  Aaron  Lyman,  from  Nortliampton,  and 
John  Bardweii  and  Jonathan  Graves  from  Hatfield.  In  a 
petition  to  the  General  Court,  dated  December,  1737,  the 
settlers  stated  that  "  they  liad  twenty  families,  and  more 
expected  soon."    They  petitioned  the  General  CcfUrtto 
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grant  them  a  iaiid-tax,  to  aid  them,  as  they  were  aljout  to 
settle  a  minister,  and  build  a  meeting  house.  In  another 
petition,  dated  JXovembt  i\  1738,  they  stated  tliat  they  had 
aprreed  with  Mr.  Noah  Menick  to  setth^  with  them  as  their 
minister.  Mr.  ^Iprriek,  however,  did  not'^cttlH  with  them, 
and  it  will  he  remeuilx  red  that  he  became  the  lirbt  minis- 
ter of  AVilbraham.  In  1740,  the  J  numlM-KMl  but  twenty 
*  families,  and  had  theu  sustained  preaching  live  or  j?ix 
years.  In  the  various  petitions  that  were  made  to  the 
General  Court,  about  this  time,  the  names  of  these  signers 
occur  with  much  uniformity :  John  Smith,  Ebenezer  Bijdg- 
man,  Moses  Hannum,  Eliakim  Phelps,  Joseph  B«niiraU» 
^ittthaniel  Dwight,  Abner  Smith,  Joseph  Bridgnmi,.  Ben- 
jamm  Billmgs,  Stephan  CkoiK>t»  ThofflMS  Qnve%  Jm&fk 
Kmg  and  Bobeit  Brown. 

The  first  reeords-  to.  be  fcond,  of  the  doings  of  the  set- 
Um,  relate  to  the  settlement  of  Hev«  Edward  Billing,  the 
first  minister,  from  which  it  appears  that  he  received  as 
sel^UeaieBt"  two  hundred  acres  of  land}  £IS0  to  be  paid  in 
wprk  towards  building,  and  £40  more  to  be  paid  in  eight 
years.  Mr.  BUliQg  was  probably  ordained  in  April,  1739. 
A  chofreh  had  beea  oiiga^sed  previously,  but  at  what  pro* 
clae  date  is  not  known.  •  No  dmrdi  records  are  extant,  le- 
laUng  to  any  events  prior  to  February  2 6, 1756.  In  1738, 
a  meeting  hoose  was  erected,  and  odeupied  as  a  plaoe.o£ 
worship,  though  the  building  was  not  finished  nadl  174& 
In  1741,  it  was  voted  that  money  should  be  raised  in  the 
next  iTAte,  to  pay.  the  expenses  cf  Mr.  Billing's  weddmg. 
At  a  subseqpeint  meeting,  it  was  voted  to  pay  Deac<m  John 
Smith,  £l,  ll8.4d.  for  veal  had  for  Mr.  Billing's  wed- 
diiig. '  Another  vote  was  passed,  at  the  same  meeting,  to 
pay  Thomas  Brown  thirteen  shillings  for  candle  wood  got 
for  Mr.  Billing. 

Tiie  iirst  settlers  underwent  severe  trials,  notwithstand- 
ing they  had  paid  nothing  for  their  land.  They  were  few 
in  number,  and,  though  thousands  of  acres  lay  around  them, 
to  which  they  had  given  value  by  their  settlement,  those 
luudii  were  untaxed,  because  they  were  owned  by  non- 
resident proprietors.  In  a  petition  to  the  General  Court, 
they  say;  'Hhree-quarters  of  the  tuwuship  is  in  the  haiuls 
of  five  or  six,  or  a  few  more,  proprietors,  who  hav(^  drawn 
us  into  diificuUieSy  and  now  seem  to  cut  us  oii'.    borne  of 
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us,  who  own  150  acres  of  Innd  unly,  have  been  rated  in  a 
single  rate  over  twenty  ixuukIs."  In  a  petition  dated  Maj, 
1742,  they  c]<H«]ared  that  their  minisit  I  's  ^ctth  iiient  was  but 
half  acooTTi[)lisliod,  the  cost  of  the  meetiiit^-house  }md  not 
been  paid,  that  tlie  minister's  liouse  which  liad  been  ujidLr- 
takpn  wap  necrlertpd,  and  was  liable  to  rot  down  half  tinished, 
and  that  the  minister  must  leave  them  if  they  conld  not 
have  aid.  This  petition,  with  its  accompanying  declara- 
tions, prevailed,  and  leare  was  granted  to  tax  all  lands  in 
tbe  township  one  penny  per  acre*  Tbi»  act  relieved  the 
people^  and  tended  most  naturally,  and  very  materially,  to 
advance  the  settlement  of  the  town,  so  that,  at  the  date  of 
Mr<  Billing's  dismission,  in  April,  1752,  the  population  had 
increased  to  50  families,'  or  more.  The  oeeanon  of  the  dia* 
mission  of  Mr.  Billing  was  his  attendance  upon  a  councO 
convened  at  Northampton  for  the  dismission  of  President 
Edwards  &om  his  charge  there.  Mr.  Edwards  was  dis- 
missed for  his  oppositioii  to  the  doctrines  of  his  predeeev* 
Bor,  Mr.  Stoddard,  in  regard  to  the  ^  half  waj  oovoian^ 
system*  The  Belchertown  church  was  ^^Stoddardean"  in 
its  yiewB,  and  wished  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  dis- 
mission of  a  mm  who  differed  with  them  so  widely  as  Pres- 
ident Edwards  did.  The  records  of  that  important  eoon* 
cil  state  that  <^the  Bey*  Mr.  Billing  from  Gold  Spring  was 
present  withoat  a  delegate."  Mr.  Billing  was  a  native  of 
Sunderland,  mid  after  leaving  Cold  Spring,  went  to  Green- 
fMd^  where  he  was  settled  soon  afterwards. 

After  the  dismission  of  Mr.  Billinjr,  the  church  remained 
witliout  a  pastor,  for  a  period  oi  Uiree  years  and  ten 
months.  They  had  preaching,  however,  meanwhile,  hav- 
ing the  services  of  Rev.  Messrs.  Dickin.-,on,  Pierce  and 
others.  Rev.  Justus  Forward  went  to  preach  for  them  as 
a  sup[>ly,  in  the  autuiuii  of  1755.  On  the  9th  of  January, 
1766,  a  unanimous  vote  was  passed  to  invite  him  to  settle. 
His  ordination  took  place  on  the  25th  of  February,  1756, 
when  he  was  but  26  years  old.  At  this  time,  the  inhnbi- 
tants  had  iiu-i  pnscd  to  300,  and  the  church  numbered  sixty* 
eiglit  coniuiuiiicants. 

The  town  was  incorporated  on  the  30th  of  June,  1761, 
as  has  already  been  incidentally  stated.  The  name  given 
to  it  was  in  honor  of  Jonathan  Belcher,  formerly  a  large 
pcoprietor  of  the  landaof  the  town,  and  the  Goveraor  of 
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the  province  of  Massachusrlts  from  17.30  to  1740.  The 
first  town  ineetin*^  was  held  September  .SO,  1761. 

The  people  of  Kelchcrtown  were  true  to  themselves  and 

.  their  country  in  the  Revolutionary  struggle.  They  deemed 
it  a  Christiau  duty  lu  u]>pose  the  asr^ressions  of  despotism. 
In  September,  1774,  they  affixed  tlieir  sifl^natures  to  the 
ibllovvinf!^  compact:  "We  declare  that  we  will  take  no  un- 
reasonable liberties  or  advantage'  irom  the  suspension  ui' 
the  course  of  law,  but  we  u^irvi'  to  condiict  ourselves 
agreeably  to  ihr  laws  of  God,  ol  rcn-oiuoi  humanity  ;  and 
we  hereby  engage  to  use  all  prudent  and  justitial)h?  and 
necessary  measures  to  secure  and  defend  each  others'  per- 
sons and  families,  their  hves,  rights  and  properties,  agaimt 
all  who  shall  attempt  to  hurt^  injure,  or  invade  them,  and 

'  to  secure  and  defend  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity  oar  jnst 
and  conatitutioiial  ri^its  and  privileges/' 

The  meeting  house  now  ocmpied  as  the  place  of  woDi 
ship  was  built  in  1789,  and  dedicated  on  the  12th  of  iSep» 
tember,  1792.  About  four  years  after  the  new  Ibonse  came 
into  doeupation,  viz.,  in  1796,  the  questioo  aioee  whether 
it  would  not  be  expedient  to  settle  a  ocdkagiie  with  Ber. 
Mr.  Forward,  who  had  then  been  engaged  in  the  afitiva 
.doties  of  his  pastorate  for  a  period  of  ^rty  yem*  Tkm 
question  was  raised  in  chorck  meetiDgy  but  it  was  dis- 
patched  with  an  indefinite  postponement^-and  no  ooUeagm 
was  settled  until  March,  1812^  about  two  jears  before  his 
death.  He  died  March  8th,  181^  in  the  59th  year  of  fait 
ministry,  and  in  the  84th  year  of  his  age.  Bev.  Expen* 
enoe  Porter  was  settled  aa  his  eolleague,  oi^  the  11th  of 
March,  1812.  Mr.  Porter  was  a  native  <d  Lebanon,  N.  H., 
a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  in  1808,  and  was  dismissed  from 
his  Belchertown  charge  on  the  9th  of  March,  1825.  Whiki 
he  reiiiained  the  pastor,  two  remarkable  revivals  visited 
his  people.  The  first  commenced  in  1812,  and  continued 
about  a  year,  and,  as  its  fruits,  107  persons  were  added  to 
his  church.  The  second  commenced  in  the  Autumn  of 
1818,  and  continued  for  about  the  same  length  of  time. 
The  fruit  of  this  extraordinary  visitation  was  an  addition 
of  two  hundred  mid  eight  pei*sons  to  the  church.  In  fact, 
during  his  ministry,  about  as  many  united  with  the  church, 
by  profession,  as  had  iiniicd  with  it  in  the  same  way  dur- 
ing the  entire  eighty  years  of  ila  previous  history.  Kev. 


Digitized  by  Google 


IM 


Colenutt  became  Mr.  Pbrter'«  flaeeeanr  m  the 

lUth  of  October,  1826.  In  1828,  the  meeting-house  waa 
altered,  and  enlarged,  at  an  expense  of  over  $3,000.  On 
the  4th  of  September,  1832,  Mr.  C  (jkmaii  was  dismissed. 
He  >va.s  a  native  of  Middlefield,  in  this  State,  and  a  grad- 
uate of  Yale  in  1817.  Rev.  Jared  Held  was  installed  as 
his  successor  on  the  4th  of  September,  18So.  Mr.  Held 
was  a  native  of  Fall  River,  and  a  graduate  of  Yale  in 
1817.    He  was  dismissed  January  6,  lS4i. 

During  tlie  niinistry  of  Mr.  Reid,  the  church  separated, 
and  the  Bniincrd  Church  and  Society  was  organized,  the 
date  being  8ei)t.  80.  1834.  Sixty-eight  members  of  the 
First  Church  were  organized  into  tliis  new  body.  A  few 
weeks  ai'ter  its  organization,  between  twenty  and  thirty 
more  Irom  the  First  Church  united  with  it.  No  minister 
was  settled,  however,  until  the  28th  of  August,  1838,  when 
Bev.  Qeatf^  A»  Oviatt,  wlio  had  labored  witk  the  church 
fer  some  time  previously,  was  ordained  as  the  pastor.  Mr. 
Oviatt  remained  the  pastor  of  the  Brainerd  Church  until 
the  two  bodies  were  re-united,  on  the  dlst  of  August, 
1841,  at  which  time  he  became  the  pastor  of  the  double 
flock,  become  single.  Mr.  Oviatt  had  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  the  union  of  the  churches  suocesslul,  and  was  dis- 
miss^  at  liis  own  request  in  July,  1645«  Ber.  John  Chm- 
eey  was  seeded Mxv  Oriattfs  snceessor,  Febmary  25, 
1846,  and  dterissed  March  27, 1S49«  On  the  2d  of  Octo- 
ber, in  the  same  year,  Bev«  Samuel  Woloott  .was  installed 
as  his  sneeessor.  Mr*  Wofeottwas  dismissed  in  April, 
1859,  to  beooiae'pastoar  of  a  dinrch  in  Providence. 

The  Bi^tist  Cfanrchin  Beiehertownwas  organised  Jnne 
24,  1795.  The  ofiginid  members  were  sixteen  in  number, 
including  seven  females.  For  a  quarter  of  a  century,  a 
considerable  portion  of  its  membership  consisted  of  })er6on8 
belonging  to  the  neighboring  towns.  When  Jiaptist 
churches  came  to  be  organized  in  the  vicinity,  they  naturally 
took  from  the  membership  of  the  elder  church.  Rev. 
Samuel  Bigelow,  one  of  the  original  members,  is  supposed 
to  have  been  principally  instrumental  in  gathering  the 
church.  He  perlbrmed  pastoral  services,  more  or  less,  for 
ten  or  twelve  yenrs.  During  this  time,  the  number  of 
members  gradually  increased.  Tn  ISiM',  serious  difficul- 
ties arose,  which  threat^ed  the  oonUuued  existence  of  the 
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obarelu  A  conaoil  mm  imUnil,  fiirtlMj^  ^ju^wfj^^t^ 
1808,  and  waa  happilj  gaeeeasltiL  .  A  reTivJ  agcoeedei^ 
in  which  from  seventj-  to  eighty  persons  vere  aiUmitted  to 
the  chmrch  bj  baptism*  The  ministij  of  Bofr,  David 
pease  commenced  about  tioB  time.  He  was  ordained  pa** 
tor  ci  the  church  June  10,  1810. 

Hitherto,  the  church,  for  want  of  better  aocoDnnodatioii% 
had  worshipped  in  school  houses  and  private  dwelliogs, 
and,  when  the  number  of  persons  in  attendance  required 
it,  in  barns  and  in  the  open  fields.  Efforts  were  now  made 
to  secure  u  meeting  house,  whieh  proved  sueeessful.  iiic 
house  was  dedicated  March  1-1,  1814.  Mr.  Pease's  hibors 
closed  in  1616,  and  he  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Thomas 
Marshall,  who  continued  his  services  four  or  five  years. 
Kear  the  ci)mmencement  of  his  labors,  there  was  a  revival 
of  religion,  which  resulted  in  quite  a  large  accession  to  the 
membership  of  the  church. 

After  tliis,  the  number  of  members  became  much  re- 
duced, partly  in  consequence  of  the  organization  of  Bap- 
tist churches  at  other  points,  where  a  ])<)riioii  of  tlin  mem- 
bers found  themselves  better  convened.  A  numbe;-  of 
ministers  supplied  the  desk,  at  (lit!erent  times,  among 
whom  were  Rev.  Henry  Archibald  and  Rev.  Tubal  Wake- 
field, each  of  wdiom,  successively,  acted  as  pastor,  devo- 
ting, at  the  same  time,  half  of  his  services  to  tlie  neighbor- 
ing church  at  Three  Rivers,  in  Palmer.  Other  ministers, 
who  performed  pulpit  services,  for  a  longer  or  shorter  pe- 
riod, were  Rev.  Messrs.  Stepheu  &  JNelson,  Cyrua  P. 
Grosvenor,  John  Holbrook,  Beiyamiii  Putwun,  Thoflias 
Rand  and  Alvin  Bennett. 

In  1838,  Rev.  Cheater  Tildeu  became  the  pastor,  and 
continued  in  that  capacity  fimr  years.  The  next  pastor 
was  Rev.  Moses  Curtis,  who  commenced  hia  labors  in 
1842.  The  church  had  occupied  their  house  of  worship 
for  nearly  thirty  years.  Of  ample  dimeosioiis  and  highly 
ereditable  to  the  enterprise  of  the  society  when  it  was 
erected,  it  had  come  to  need,  at  their  handsy  suhstantiaL  re- 
pairs. CiFcomstances,  however,  had  oecorred,  which  led 
the  society  to  determine  upon  a  different  course.  In  1884^ 
in  consequence  of  ^fficulties  growing  oat  of  the  Anti-Map 
sonic  excitement,  a  new  Congregational  diwrch  was  orfpa^ 
izedy  and  a  beautiful  house  ^  worship  was  buUt  for  tbeir 
16 
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UM.  la  1842,  tl^ese  diifioollief  ime  flo  ftr  miutody  flnt 

a  re-unioB  of  tlie  Congregatiofial  chiirebeB  took  place,  and 
the  new  edifice  was  left  TECIuit.   It  was  purobased  by  the 

Baptists,  who  made  it  their  house  of  worship,  and  began 
to  occupy  it  with  the  commencement  of  Mr.  Curtis'  labors. 

In  1841),  Mr.  Curtis  resigned  his  charge,  and  was  soon  af- 
ter succeeded  by  the  present  pastor,  Rev.  Joseph  M.  Rock- 
wood.  The  present  number  of  members  is  one  hundi  ed 
and  thirteen. 

Belchertowii  has  for  many  years  been  noted  for  its  man- 
ufactures of  carriages.  It  has  probably  produced  a  greater 
lumiber  of  single  wagons  tlmn  any  otlier  town  in  the  State, 
ot  whatever  size.  The  first  wairon  bniU  in  the  town  was 
built  by  JVlason  Abbey,  and  Ilai  rison  iioUand  "  striped" 
the  first  wagon  ever  painted  in  that  style  in  the  town. — 
Seth  D.  Griggs  manufactures  rarriages  and  sleighs,  em- 
ploying 30  hands,  consuming  Si(),000  worth  of  stoclc  an- 
nually, and  producing  an  aggregate  of  220  carrincres  and 
buggies,  valued  at  S20,000.  The  concern  has  been  in  oj)- 
emtion  six  y^u*s^ — ^T.  &  S.  D.  Cowles  employ  twelve 
hands  in  turning  out  from  75  to  100  caiTiages  and  buggies 
annually,  valued  at  from  $6,000  to  $7,000. — James  M. 
Cowles  occupies  three  hands  in  making  carriage  wheels 
and  repairing,  {nroda^g  an  annual  value  of  $2,400.-^* 
Padsard  6c  Co.  iHannfiictiire carriages  and  sleighs,  occupy- 
ing 40  hands,  using  up  annually  $16,000  worth  of  stock, 
and  producing  annoally  300  carriages  «iid  50  sleigfasy  of 
tbe  aggregate  value  of  $3&fi0i).  Tiieir  establishment  faaa 
toon  In  opeiration  six  years. — IL  T.  Filer  Sc  Ca  manufac- 
ture carriages,  sleighs  and  hamessesy  uamg  annually 
f  15,000  worth  of  8ti^  employing  50  hands,  and  produo* 
mg  800  carriages,  75  sleighs  and  150  harnesses  per  an« 
■om,  of  an  aggregate  value  of  tSdyOOO*— The  Bel* 
ehertown  Woolen  Co.  have  employed  20  hands  fat  a 
year,  in  the  manuflutare  <^  sattnete,  using  60,000  pounds 
e£  wool,  valued  at  925,000,  and  producing  80,000  yards 
of  sBlinet,  valued  at  t^,0O0^Bugbee  &  Tirrell  mami'* 
fixture  paper  hangings.  They  consume  annually  800 
tuns  of  rags,  valued  at  $18,000,  employ  twelve  hands,  and 
ptodttca  480,000  pounds  of  paper,  valued  at  $36,000.— T. 

S»  Clark  consume  $8,000  worth  of  stock  annually,  and 
employ  9  haads  in  making  125  tuns  of  wrapping  paper. 
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tax,  for  1854,  S6,689  69,  of  which  there  was  appropriated 
for  scliools,  $1,800.  The  town  owfs  a  debt  of  S3,000. 
The  population  in  1840  was  2,a0j ;  in  1850,  2,560;  in- 
crease in  ten  years,  5o. 


Of  this  town,  7,2S6  acres  were  granted  to  John  Foster 
and  others,  in  part  exchange  for  Narraganset  township  No. 
4,  which  was  thus  called  in  consequence  of  having  been 
granted  to  soldiers  who  were  engaged  in  destroying  the  Ibrt 
of  the  Narragansets,  on  the  IDthof  December,  li)7.>.  The 
rem;iinder  was  granted  for  services  in  the  Canada  Expedi- 
tion of  IGOO.  The  territory  was  ihus  in  the  hands  of  two 
sets  of  proprietors.  From  17G0  to  17(jo,  the  following  per- 
sons settled  upon  the  territory  :  Joseph  liuruell  and  David 
Stearns  from  Dudley,  Benjamin  Bryant,  Consider  Bryant, 
PrincR  Bryant,  Abiel  Stetson,  Abner  l>ati.*»,  xSulu  iiiiah 
Bates,  Benjamin  Bates,  Benjamin  Pierce,  Thomas  Pierce, 
Jonathan  Pierce,  Seth  Sylvester,  N(  hemiah  Sylvester, 
Luke  Sylvester,  Jacob  Litchfield  liobert  D«amon,  Amos 
Damon,  Joshua  Rogers,  John  KoLrcr-,  John  Pynchon,  Tj^aiah 
Dnmon,  Joseph  Bailey,  trom  Scituatc  ;  Ichabod  Damon, 
John  Stephenson,  and  Zebuion  Wilcutt,  from  Cohasset; 
Jeremiah  Stockwell,  Benjamin  Tupper  and  Ansel  Tupper, 
from  Sutton  ;  Benjamin  Bonney  and  Seth  Taylor  from 
Pembroke ;  William  White  and  Ebenezer  Putney  from 
Charlton  ;  Charles  Kidd,  Benjamin  Kidd  and  Robert  Ham- 
ilton, (Irishmen,)  from  Pelhara,  Jeremiah  Spaulding  from 
Couecticut,  several  men  of  the  name  of  Cole  from  Bridge^ 
water,  Elisha,  Elijah  and  Joel  Warner,  Paul  and  Silas  King, 
Justus  Wright^  Paul  Clapp  and  Amasa  Clapp  from  North- 
ampton, Gideon  and  Jotham  Bishee  from  Pembroke,  and 
Robert  Webster,  Ezra  M«^^  G^Xge  Buck,  Prince  Cowinf 
two  latter  Irish)  Simeoa  Higgins,  John  Holbard,  Aaron 
Jewell,  Asa  Grant,  Charles  and  Everton  Besveick  and 
Archelaus  and  Jonathan  Andarsoii)  fscm  places  iftpknown. 
Tiie  wife' of  Benjamin  Bonney  was  the  first  peis^jA  who 
dM  in  town,  in' 1764.  Her  grave  was  dug  in  the  present 
eeniral  imiTin^  yard,  by  Abiel  Stetson.   The  boqpitMnoa 

if  this  javd  were  subsequently  estaldished  as  f(41o^  3 
gnuung  five  rods  West  of  Bet^amin  BoBDey'%*«Hf«^s9m«^ 
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thence  i  tuining  East  18  rods,  by  Arehelaus  Anderson's 
North  line,  thence  South  13  and  one-third  rods,  thence 
West  13  rod?,  thence  North  18  rods,  to  the  place  of  first 
beginning,  ( ontaining  one-half  acre."  George  Buck  and 
his  fainilv  were  the  first  who  wintered  in  the  town,  and 
lived  in  what  is  known  as  Ireland  Street.  At  one  time, 
getting  short  of  provisions,  Buck  started  for  Northampton, 
to  obtain  a  supply.  He  was  delny^d  hy  a  snow  stonn,  and 
his  family  gettin<x  short  of  provisions  were  obii^^ed  to  kill 
and  eat  their  do<T.  John  Cowing,  son  of  Prince  Co^ving, 
was  the  lirst  wiiite  ciiild  born  in  tlie  town.  Jeremiah 
Spaulding  was  the  tirst  man  who  died  in  the  town.  His 
death  wn-^  occasioned  by  sticking  a  nail  into  his  foot,  at  the 
raising  ot  fi  house  on  tlie  sit«^  of  tliat  now  occupied  by  Bela 
Stetson,  a  place  where  the  latter  has  lived  for  a  period  of 
74  years. 

The  town  wa^  inoOTpofated  June  11th,  1762,  to  resolve 
difficulties  that  had  sprung  up  bet  ween  the  two  sets  of  pro- 
prietors, and  the  first  meeting  tor  municipal  organization 
was  held  on  the  July  20th  following,  pursuant  to  a  wamtnt 
issued  by  Samuel  Mather,  Esq.,  of  Northampton.  The 
meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of  Samuel  Warner,  and  the 
following  town  officers  were  chosen  :-«-Elea2er  King,  towa 
clerk ;  Joseph  Bumell,  Benjamin  Bonney  and  Everton 
Beswick,  selectmen;  Benjamin  Bryant,  constable,  and 
Elisha  Wai-ner,  treM-tn  er.  The  first  public  road  in  town 
was  laid  from  "  Hatfield  tbree-mile  grarit^  (Wiiliamsburgh) 
in  1700,  running  North-Westerly  to  the  center  of  Chesleiv 
field,  thence  West,  crossing  Westfield  river  about  midwarf 
between  the  two  present  roads  leadfang  to  Wortlihigton  and 
Middlefieldi  and  known  on  the  records  as  the  ^  Bontoosuc 
toad  from  Hatfield  to  Pittsfield.  The  road  which  has  al- 
ways been  known  as  ^Ireland  Street was  the  first  town 
road  established.  It  was  accepted  March  7tfa,  1763,  and 
is  the  only  one  in  the  town  which  has  remained  unaltered 
Aiom  an  earij  date. 

The  inhabitants  of  Chesterfield  were  patriots  in  the 
Revolution.  Among  the  votes  of  1774  and  1775,  it  is  xo> 
corded  that  they  determined  to  purdiase  400  pounds  of 
powder,  400  pounds  of  1^  1200  fiints,  <<the  same  to  be 
kept' tmd^  the  pulpit  in  the  meeting-house,  guarded  by  a 
door  ironednrith  staples  and  htuges."   The  first  delegates 
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io  the  provincial  Ckmgress  were  Rev.  Benjamin  Mills  and 
M%jor  Ezra  May.  April  21, 177^,  Gapt  Bobert  Webster 
inarched  with  47  minute  men,  upon  the  Lexington  alaraHy 
to  Cambridge.  The  first  Lieutenant  of  this  company 
jChrislc^her  Bannister,  2d  d(s  Jertmiah  Stockwell ;  ensig% 
Everton  Beswick*  The  company  mustered  into  CoL  John 
Fellows'  r^;imeDty  when  their  paj  roll  numbered  55  meii^ 
indiading  seven  belonghig  to  other  towns  in  varions  parts 
frf  the  Sale.  Theor^^inalrolbof  inen^alsotwocoinmis- 
siiHis  for  captains,  wiui  the  original  signatiires  of  Gen* 
Wtmtk  and  John  Hancock,  are  now  in  the  possession  of 
Wm»  H.  Webster^  a  resident  of  Goshen.  The  selectmen 
of  the  town  bono>wed  seventeen  muskets  tat  the  use  of  the 
men.  There  were  80  Chesterfield  men  in  service  in  Jan* 
naty,  1776,  and  a  number  constantly  in  service  during  the 
war.  In  the  time  of  the  Shays  Rebellion,  the  people  of 
Chesterfield  were  disposed  to  £Etvor  the  cause  of  the  insur- 
gents, and  when  Capt.  Joseph  Bumell  was  ordered  out  to 
assist  in  suppressing  the  Rebellion,  and  to  report  himself  at 
Head  Quarters  with  his  number  of  rilfcn,  he  said  that  if  he 
had  nineteen  more  men,  they,  wiih  hiniself,  would  make 
twenty.  Gi<l<'on  Bisbee  was  a  soldier  ia  Arnold's  memora- 
ble Expedition,  and^ii  consequence  of  the  hardships  he  was 
called  upon  to  endure,  he,  with  two  others,  deserted.  On 
jtheir  way  back  to  the  settlements,  they  came  so  near  starv- 
ation that  tliey  cast  lots,  with  a  view  of  taking  the  life  of 
one  of  the  three.  While  hesitating  to  commit  the  fatal  act, 
one  of  the  number  climbed  a  tree,  and  discovered  a  settle- 
ment, and  the  un|)l<visant  operation  was  indetinitely  post- 
poned. Chestertield  furnished  on<  recruit  for  the  i'lorida 
^eir — Joseph  Buck, — who  died  in  service. 

The  first  settlers  of  Chesterfield,  liku  tlioseof  most  other 
towns  in  K«'W  England,  made  early  provision  for  public 
-worship,    in  1763,  tlie  town  voted  to  raise  £200  to  build 
>a  meeting-house,  settle  a  minister,  and  repair  the  roads. 
Committees  were  appointed  to  provide  preaching,  to  build 
^meeting-house  at  the  center  of  the  town,  or  at  the  nearest 
convenient  place,  and  to  find  the  center  of  the  town. 
Meetings  were  held  every  Sabbath,  alternately,  at  two 
^ttscs  in  different  parts  of  the  town.   Mr.  Thomas  AUen 
jpreai^ed  in  the  eummer  of  this  year  as  a  candidate^ibr  setr- 
#nne&t9  and  was  probably  the  first  preaeber  in  /  the  town. 
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TUb  Kn  AUen  was  undoubtedly  the  one  who  wfM  ordained 
in  Maflxsfai  1764^  the  lii  st  minister  in  Pittsfield. 

The  Coogregatiooal  Church  was  organized  October  30, 
1764»  by  Bev.  Samuel  Hopkins  of  Hadley  (probably)  and 
Be¥.  John  Hookerof  Northampton*   It  was  organized  with 
seven  members  besides  Mr.  Bei\jamin  MUls,  who  had  re- 
osived  a  call  from  the  town  the  preceding  July^and  was 
ordained  the  first  pastor,  Noyember  22, 1764.   Ezra  May» 
(afterwards  Mijor  May,)  and  Benjamin  Tupper,  (after- 
wards Gen.  Tuf^r,  and  one  of  the  firat  settlers  of  Madetta^ 
Ohio^)  were  chosen  the  first  deacons,  January  9, 1765.  The 
latter  was  also  chosen  chorister  at  the  end  of  the  next  year. 
Mr.  MiUs  was  pastor  of  the  church  till  December  21, 1774, 
when,  at  his  request,  and  in  consideration  of  his  bodily  in- 
firmities, he  was  dismissed  from  his  charge  by  an  ecclesias- 
tical council.    He  continued  to  reside  iu  the  town  till  his 
death,  and  was  chosen  several  times  to  represent  the  town 
in  the  Provincial  Congress,  and  afterwcu  ds  in  the  General 
Court.    He  was  also  chairman  of  the  committee  of  safety 
in  the  town,  1776 — 9.    He  died  March  14,  1785,  in  the 
46th  yetiT  of  his  asre-     During  the  revolutionary  war, 
several  different  caiididates  at  various  times  supplied  the 
pulpit;  unanimous  calls  were  given  hy  the  town  in  1778  to 
Mr.  ijaik(  r,  and  in  1779  to  Mr.  Joseph  Litciiiield  ;  but  no 
pastor  was  aettled  till  1780.    Mr.  Josiah  Kilburn  was  or- 
dained pastor.  November  9,  1780,  but  his  ministry  was 
short    II    death  seems  to  have  uiken  place  in  September, 
1781,  while  he  was  absent  from  the  town.    Mr.  Kilburn 
was  probably  ubuut  2G  years  old  at  the  time  of  Lis  death. 
In  17bo,  the  church  and  town  gave  a  call  to  Rev.  Aaron 
Crosby  to  settle  with  them  in  the  ministry,  but  be  appears 
to  have  declined  it.    llev.  Timothy  Allen,  who  had  pre- 
viously been  settled  at  West  Haven,  Ct.,  and  had  been  min- 
ister at  several  places  in  Eastern  Connecticut  and  at  Gran- 
ville, Mass.,  having  supplied  the  pulpit  in  Chesterfield  one 
year,  was  settled  as  the  third  pastor,  at  the  age  of  70,  June 
15,  1785.    The  church  expreased  bywyo^e  their  desire  that 
Mr.  Allen  should  preach  the  sermon  on  the  day  of  installa- 
tion, which  he  accorclmgly  did.    Towards  Uie  doae  of  Mr. 
AJlea's  pastorate,  several  candidates  were  employed^  with 
a  view  to  the  settlement  of  some  one  as  his  oolleagciey  and 
a  caU  waa  given  by  the  church  io  17^4  ta  Bey.  Mi^J^ffff 
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Cazicr,  also  by  the  chuirh  nud  luwii  to  Mr.  Joel  Baker 
(afterwards  pastor  in  (  ii  anviiie)  in  September,  17iii> ;  but 
neither  of  the?e  wius  settled.  Mr.  Allen'?»  Btipulated  sup- 
port ceased,  May  1,  1794,  thoiifrh  lie  was  omplorcd  to 
preach  tor  a  numlx  r  of  Sabbaths  after  that  tinir,  and  was 
not  formally  dismissed  till  1790.  He  died  in  Chester- 
field, January  12,  1800,  in  thf'  91sl  year  o1  his  ajr<\  llo 
published  at  different  times  several  discourses  and  oilier 
I)aniphlcts  on  religious  doctrines.  Mv.  Isaiah  Waterji  wm 
ordained  the  fourth  pastor,  Novcmi  er  22,  1796,  ju»t  32 
years  alter  the  settlement  of  the  tir>t  {»astor.  His  ministry 
continued  till  November  0,  18.'U,  nearly  35  years,  when  at 
his  request  he  was  dismissed  by  an  ecrb'siastical  eouni'il. 
After  his  dismission  from  Chesterfield,  Mr.  Waters  preached 
six  years  at  Knox,  Albany  county,  N.  Y.  lie  died  at  Wil- 
linmsburgh,  N.  Y.,  December  23,  1851,  in  the  79th  year 
ot  his  age.  After  the  dismission  of  Mr.  Waterji,  Rev.  Ben- 
jamin Holmes  supplied  the  pulpit  of  the  Congregational 
society  for  2  years  (1832 — 4)  ;  but  no  pastor  was  settled 
tiH  1885.  Rev.  Israel  G.  Kosc  was  instiEdled  the  fifth  pa*^ 
tor  of  the  Congregational  chui'ch  and  soefety,  November 
18,  1835.  Mr.  Rose  liad  previously  been  settled  at  Can- 
terbory,  Gt.,  and  North  Wilbraham,  Mass.  H(^  eontiwMd 
to  be  pastor  until  his  death,  which  oceurred  February  ^ 
1842,  at  the  age  of  43  years.  The  successor  o€  Mr.  Bom 
was  Rev.  Oliver  Warner,  who  was  ordained  the  sixth  paa- 
tor,  June  5^  1844  Mr.  Warner  was  at  his  own  request 
dismissed,  on  account  of  protracted  ill  health,  by  an  eode- 
siastical  council  convened  October  7, 1846.  In  the  interval 
which  elapsed  before  the  settlement  of  the  present  pastor, 
the  pulpit  was  supplied  at  different  times  by  several  minis- 
ters and  candidates.  Mr.  Warner  supplied  the  pulpit, 
though  not  continuously,  to  the  amonnl  of  2  1-2  yean.  In 
August,  1852,  the  church  and  sodely  gave  a  call  to  Rev. 
Wm.  A.  Mandeil,  which  was  decBned.  The  sevimth  pastor, 
Rev.  Samuel  W.  Batnum,  was  ordained  over  the  Congse* 
gational  church  and  society,  January  25, 186S. 

About  500  different  persons  have  been  members  of  this 
church  since  its  organization  in  1764,  of  wliom  61  now 
remain  in  communion  with  the  church.  There  httve  bee* 
13  deacons,  viz. :  I'.zra  May,  Benjamin  Tupper,  Benjamfa 
Fierce,  Thomas  Halbort,  Aathaniel  Coleman,  SpcMir 
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PhalpAf  John  Russell,  Benjamin  Pierce,  Aaahel  Searl, 
Timothy  A.  FhelpSy  Seth  Healejy  Rufus  Bumelli  Sidnej^ 
S.  Smead. 

There  was  no  meeting  house  in  the  town  for  several 
j«ari  after  the  eettlement  of  the  first  pastor.  Several 
committees  were  appointed  to  find  the  center  of  the  town, 
and  select  a  site  near  it  for  the  meeting  house^  and  in  Jnne. 
1767,  on  the  report  of  Miyor  Selah  Barnard  of  Deerfield 
and  CoL  Wnou  Williams  of  Pittsfield,  a  site  was  fixed  on, 
and  accepted  hy  the  town.  Bat  in  March  of  the  next  year, 
in  order  to  accommodate  the  inhabitants  of  Chesterfield 
Gore^  (now  Goahen,)  the  site  was  changed,  and  the  town 
voted  to  ranoYC  the  timber  to  the  new  site,  which  was 
about  a  mile  North  o£  the  center*  Meetings  were  held  in 
the  meeting  honse  in  the  summer  of  1768,  though  the  pews 
on  the  ground  floor  appear  not  to  have  been  completed  till 
the  Ml  of  the  next  year,  and  the  gallery  not  till  1780.  In 
1791,  some  years  after  the  incorporation  of  the  town  of 
Goshen  and  the  formation  of  a  separate  church  and  parish 
there,  the  Congrepfationul  meeting  house  in  Chesterfield 
was  taken  duwu,  Liic  materials  removed,  and  the  hon.-e  r«j- 
built  on  the  spot  where  its  successor  now  stands.  This 
old  inert inf;  house,  h  iving  been  repaired  in  1814—15,  and 
served  iha  church  and  town  in  its  two  locations  between  GO 
and  70  years,  was  taken  down,  and  the  present  edifice, 
which  is  built  on  the  same  ground,  was  deilicated,  Novem- 
ber 18,  1835,  the  day  on  which  Mr.  Kose  was  in- 
stalled pastor.  Dnrnig  his  pastorate,  the  parsonage  was 
built,  the  vote  of  the  parish  to  build  it  having  been  taken 
July  4.  1 836. 

Uutii  the  latter  part  of  Mv.  Waters'  ministry,  tlie  parish 
business  was  done  in  the  name  of  the  town,  bnt,  as  there 
were  then  t  wo  other  religious  socit  lies  in  the  town,  the 
Congregational  society  was  formally. oi  iranized  as  a  distinct 
body,  Apnl21.1828.  The  ministerial  funds,  yielding  an 
income  of  $9u  a  year,  had  been,  for  a  series  of  years,  shar- 
ed with  the  Baptist  society,  but  since  1829  they  have  been 
appropriated  exclusively  to  the  support  of  schools. 

Of  the  pastors  of  the  Congregational  church,  4  have 
been  graduates  of  Yale  College,  viz, :  Messrs.  Mills,  Allen, 
Rose  and  Barnum ;  Messrs.  Kilburn  and  Waters^  were 
9RadiiAtes  of  Di^rtmouth  CoU^ ;  Mr.  Warner  was  agrad 
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nato  of  iraKaM  College ;  Mews.  IDIls,  Allen,  and  Bote 
irere  nattyes  of  Comieecieat ;  MeBsn.  KUbnni  and  Warner 
of  MaaaachosettB;  Mr.  Waters  of  New  Hampshire;  and 
Hr.  Bamnm  of  New  York. 

Chesterfield  has  a  permanent  fund  of  $5,500  for  to^^Ti 
purposes.  It  has  also  a  school  fund  of  $600,  and  SGOO  are 
raised  annually  by  tax  lor  the  support  of  schools.  There 
are  IIH  families  in  the  town,  inhabiting:  187  dwellinsT 
houses.  There  are  ten  ochuul  districts,  ami  scliuol 
children.  There  are  four  htores  in  the  town,  one  tannery, 
one  iron  foimdry,  nine  saw  mills,  three  grist  miiis,  two 
scythe  stone  factories,  and  three  tuminj^  sliops.  The  aver- 
age? mui  tality  for  the  last  54  years  has  been  16  1-2  per 
year.  The  greatest  mortality  in  any  one  year  was  28, — ^the 
smallest,  4.  The  tow  n  ha:^  about  5,1  miles  of  roads.  In 
1840,  the  population  was  1,204;  in  IbaO,  1,009 ;  decrease 
in  ten  jears,  1J5. 

CUMMIN6T0N. 

The  territory  of  Cumminirton  was  originally  i  inbnu^cd 
in  No.  5,  of  the;  series  of  ten  townships  sold  by  the  Gov- 
ernment at  auction,  on  the  2d  of  June,  1762.  The  pur- 
chaser was  Col.  John  Cumuiings  of  Concord,  aud  the  price 
paid,  £  1 ,800.  It  is  situated  in  the*  Westerly  part  of  Hamp- 
shire County,  and,  within  its  present  boundaries,  is  about 
seven  miles  long  from  East  to  Wea^  and  three  miles  in 
width  from  North  to  South,  containing  about  twenty-four 
8(|uare  miles,  and  aboat  sixtj  miks  of  roads.  The  North  ' 
braneh  of  Weslfield  river  mns  diagoaaUy  through  the  ter- 
ritory, oeenpjing  a  path  some  ten  miles  in  kagth,  but  fur* 
nishing  upon  its  banks  bat  a  small  amount  of  idlnvial 
soiL 

To  whom  CoL  CanmtiDga  sold  his  interest^  or  with  whom 
he  diyided  it,  does  not  appear,  but  it  is  recorded  that  the 
first  meeting  of  the  proprietors  was  held  at  Concord,  on 
the  21st  ^  December  following  his  pQr<  liase.  This  meet- 
ing was  continued  by  adjournment  nntii  May  13th,  1771, 
when  a  meeting  was  holden  in  the  township  itself 
ber,  in  bis  Historical  Collections,  states  that  the  flnt  per- 
.  son  who  resided  within  the  Units  of  thetown wis  a  SooMk 
man  named  Mdntire,  and  tbatbe  beg^n  the  aeCllemflnl  im 
1770*  It  la  generally  snppoeed,  bonrarwi  md  pigpen  that 


MO  OtJMMDfO'VOlt*' 

■ 

knre  lemitff  come  to  light,  coDirm  llie  wappoMonf  tee 
Saamel  Bvewer  settled  ivitiiin  the  territorj  as  earlr  m§ 
1961.  Witlim  a  jwe  or  two  afte»  this,  cane  IVCei*  UaF* 
ivoodf  Joseph  Farr,  Daniel  Reed,  Joseph  Warner,  William 
Wifd,  and,  perhaps,  others.  In  1766|  Jacob  Melvin  be- 
etmt  a  settier,  and  in  the  lecendy  discovered  papers,  abore' 
flfinded  to,  it  is  stated  that  then  there  were  bat  seven  £uni* 
lies  in  the  town.  It  is  also  stated  that  all  the  male  inhabi- 
tants assembled,  cleared  a  house-spot,  and  erected  a  lo^ 
house  for  Mr.  Meh  in,  who  moved  into  it  the  s«^me  daj. 
It  is  said  that  an  apple  tree  which  was  set  out  by  Col. 
Brewer,  the  first  settler,  is  still  living,  and  in  a  bearing 
state.  Many  of  the  ori^al  settlers  of  Cuuuuington  were 
from  Bridgewater  and  Abington. 

As  early  as  1765,  a  committee  was  chosen  at  Concord  to 
lay  out  the  spot  on  which  to  set  a  meeting  house,  but  no 
meeting  house  was  finished  until  as  late  lus  1793.  Several 
frames  were  ererted  in  different  locations,  coveri  d,  and 
meetings  lu  Id  in  them,  but  the  locations  were  not  satisfac- 
torr.  M(  n  still  living  in  Cummington  can  remember 
attending  nieetinirs  in  one  of  these  structures,  when  the 
swallows,  which  built  their  tk  sts  and  reared  their  young 
among  the  timbers  of  the  rooli  made  music  enougii  for  a 
small  congregation,  without  any  resort  to  Sternhold  and 
Hopkins. 

On  the  20th  of  May,  1767,  it  was  voted  "to  hire  ;i  regu- 
lar, learned  Gospel  minister, four  Sal>bath?  next  Sunjniev,** 
and  to  raise  four  ^rnineas  to  deini)  the  charge  of  preach- 
ing." In  1772,  it  was  voted  "  to  settle  Mr.  Jesse  Reed  as 
the  minister,  and  to  give  him  forty  pounds  the  first  year," 
^and  imise  five  pounds  a  year  until  it  amounts  to  sixty 
pouncis,  and  then  stand."  Mr.  Reed  was  not  settled,  pro- 
bnbljr  because  he  did  not  like  the  tsnns.  On  the  <iOth  of 
January,  177  i  the  town  TOted  to  give  Hr.  Nehemiah 
Porter  a  eaU,  and  a  ccnmiittoe  iras  chosen  to  treat  with 
hhsD)  and  see  on  what  terms  he  woiikl  foe  willing  to  settle. 
At  a  meeting  held  in  the  following  month,  the  town  voted 
to  give  Mr.  Porter  £36  18s.  4d.  as  settlement,  provided 
he  would  remit  two-^irds  af  the  land  which  the  General 
Court  had  gimaM  lo  the  man  who  should  be  the  first 
siltlid  joiaister  in  the  town,  and  to  glTe  him  as  sakury  £40 
tlia  flmt' jaarv  to  be  ioereased  fivo  ponnds  «  year  «  until  it 
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amounts  to  sixty  ix)unds  a  year,  and  then  stand  whilst  h© 
supplies  the  pulpit."  Mr.  J^)I't('l•  was  jiot  settled.  The 
first  settled  ininbter  was.  Rev.  James  Briggs.  He  proba- 
bly came  into  the  town  in  1778,  for,  on  tlie  loth  of  Febru- 
ary, 1779,  the  town  voted  to  give  Mr.  Briggs  for  Rettle- 
ment  200  acres  of  good  land,  and  S200  for  salarj  ,  proba- 
bly for  past  service.-^.  For  the  future  salary,  they  voted 
to  give  him  £50  the  iirst  year,  and  to  increa-*'  live  pounds 
a  year  until  it  should  umount  to£GO, — rye,  which  seems  to 
have  been  legal  tender,"  being  rated  at  three  shillings 
four  pence  per  bushel.  On  the  19th  of  April,  1771),  tlie 
town  voted  that  Mr.  Briggs  should  be  ordained  on  the  7th 
of  July  followinpr-  It  is  said,  though  no  records  authenti- 
cate the  fact,  that  there  were  but  eight  members  ot*  the 
church  when  Mr.  Briggs  was  ordained,  which  event  took 
place  according  to  a|^mtment,  and  it  is  nol  known  wheth- 
er the  church  was  or^nisod  on  the  day  of  the  c^timUont 
or  had  been  ccMUtituted  previously.  Mr.  Bnggs  raimuied 
the  pastor  oi  the  chunoh  until  Deeember  7, whea  h%  * 
died,  at  the  Age  of  80  years,  after  having  aerved  the  church 
ftftj^ix  years.  The  town  was  incorporatod  with  the 
name  of  Cummington,  (in  honor  of  its  original  proprietor^) 
on  the  23d  of  Jime,  1779,  the  year  in  whieh  Mi\  Brifpi 
Vas  settled. 

On  the  20th  of  April,  1825,  Rev.  RosweU  Hawkes  was 
■eltled  as  coUei^e  pastor  with  Mr.  Briggs.  He  was  db- 
nussed  J11I7 1, 1889,  and,  oa  the  samedaj,  another  ehwpek 
was  organised  in  the  East  part  of  the  town,  called  ^Tha 
Village  Ghnrob,''  or  <<Tke  Seoond  Ck)ngregati(»ial  Cfanrek'* 
On  the  17th  of  Febniarj,  1841,  Ber.  S.  IX  Darling  was 
effda&ied  as  the  soeeessor  ef  Mr«  Hawkes  in  Ifae  FinI 
Caiorch,  and  was  dismissed  August  14, 1843.  On  the  lltk 
of  June,  1844^  Ber.  James  IX  Chapman  was  iMtalledemr 
the  ^urdi,  and  stiU  vemains^be  pastor. 

Rev.  Koyal  Reed  was  ordakied  oirer  the  Village  Cfanreh 
September  11,  1839,  and  was  dismiBsed  DeoeuRwr  8, 1841. 
Rev.  Theodore  J.  Clark  was  ordained  as  his  successor  Oc- 
tober 11,  1842,  and  was  dismissed  May  26,  1852,  but  still 
continues  to  supply  the  pulpit.  Another  Coiigresrational 
Church  h'cis  been  more  recently  organized  in  the  North 
West  part  of  the  town,  over  which  Rev.  Joseph  B.  Bald- 
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ABaptiat  Gbaid&was  organized,  and  a  cbnidbi  edifiee 
emeleci,  about  1821.  This  oburcb  contiiuied  in  eHifltencie 
aome  eighleen  or  twen^  years,  but  deatbe  and  reiODvab 

vedooed  its  numbers  so  greatly  that  regular  preadiiag  wae 

at  last  discontinued.    Elder  David  Wright  supplied  the 

pulpit  for  a  number  of  years.  Otherwise,  the  pulpit  was 
suj)plied  by  preachers  iur  brief  periods.  In  the  Spring  of 
18t}3,  a  new  society  was  ibrmed,  and  assumed  the  occu[)a- 
tion  of  their  house,  Aviili  He  v.  E.  A.  Stockmuii  as  their 
pastor.  Mr.  btuckmau  was  fonnerly  a  Methodist  minis- 
ter, but  his  connection  with  that  denomination  had  previ- 
ously been  dissoh  ed,  and  he  claims  to  be  an  independent. 

Some  twelve  or  lourteen  years  since,  a  small  Methodist 
church  was  built  in  the  town,  and  has  been  occupied  by 
that  deiKuninatiou  the  most  of  tlie  time  since. 

A  Uiiiversalist  Church  was  cn  cirii  al)out  six  years  ago, 
in  the  West  village  of  Cummintrton,  which  has  since  been 
occupied  by  the  meetings  of  tliai  ( I* nomination.  Thus  the 
town,  with  a  population  ot  about  i,2U0,  has  six  churches, 
with  an  average  of  200  persons  to  a  house,  and  a  sufficient 
vaiie ty  of  religious  views  represented  to  satisfy  Ihe  laost 
fastidious. 

Of  {jruminent  men  who  have  been  raised  in  the  town, 
the  names  of  the  ibllowing  may  be  mentioned  :  Theophilus 
Packard,  D.  D.,  Thomas  bnell,  D.  D.,  Hon.  Luther  Bradisli, 
Kx-Lieut.  Governor  of  New  York,  William  Cullen  Bry- 
ant, Henry  L.  Dawes,  William  C.  Otis,  Eli  A.  Hubbard, 
.  W.  W.  Mitchell,,  and  Shepherd  Knapp.  The  following 
are  those  who  have  received  a  collegiate  education :  Jacob 
Porter,  Nathan  Shaw,  Abel  Packard  2d,  Joseph  Porter, 
Cullen  Packnnl,  Charles  Packard,  Ambrose  Tilison,  Royal 
Reed,  Noah  Thomas  Jr.,  Calvin  Briggs,  C.  M.  Iji  iggs,  Ed- 
ward Ilawkes^  Martin  Lasell,  Bo^  Joj,  E.  H  Porter, 
Alfred  Gilbert  and  £.  N.  Bates. 

Cummington  may  well  be  proud  of  faisidimg  to  Axuer- 
ica  and  American  Utemture  such  a  poet  as  Willuuii  CuUen 
Biyant.  He  was  the  son  of  Dr.  Peter  Bxyaol,  and  was 
bom  November  $,  1794.  He  entered  Williams  College  in 
1810^  but  never  graduated.  Ho  was  admitted  to  the  bfir 
in  1815,  and  in  1820  r«noved  to  New  YoA.   In  1828,  he 
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wiudi  paper  lie  stall  maintaim  his  eooiiectioo.  As  m  psili 
lie  kfts  b«Qiiy  ftr  iBta7^esi%  adwittad  to  be  the  tot  aj^ong 
AiMcieaM.  it  iaeaoogh  thal^  with  his  coolemponuria^ 
Dana  and  Loi^giUlow»  be  is  laiikad  amofig  the  tot  His 
t«odqctioiiB  aie  masked  by  great  siaipliettf  aad  chasteness 
ot  language,  i>ore  novality,  a  geaial  aodgenUe  phikiaopbj, 
and  a  well  tempered  imagioatiiHi  that  finds  its  seqte  withia 
themnge  of  acoBMPon  coi]q>reben»ioiu 

In  1774,  the  town  ofao«e  three  of  its  most  prominent  cit- 
izens as  the  Revolutionary  Committee  of  Correspondence, 
■  and  Toted  to  purchase  a  barrel  of  powder  and  fifty  pounds 
of  lend,  us  town  stores.  The  town  furnished  it.s  proportion 
of  men  for  the  Revolutionary  War.  In  1832,  there  were 
nine  or  ten  residents  wlio  drew  a  pension.  At  the  present 
time  there  is  but  one  of  the  number  left,  viz.  Daniel  Tim- 
othy, who,  during  the  war,  was  known  by  the  name  of 
**Teague,**  which  is  the  name  given  him  in  his  pension 
certificate.  lie  was  bom  January  7,  1755,  and  was  thus 
100  years  old  on  the  7tb  of  January  last.  He  was  in 
service  during  the  war. 

At  the  present  time,  the  manufactories  of  Cummingtoii 
are  rath(  r  small.  There  were  formerly  tw^o  eott/m  fjicto- 
ries  and  four  or  five  woolen  mills.  Tlie  cotton  l;i(  t< tries 
have  become  exlinct,  and  but  two  ^mnW  woolen  factories 
remain  in  operation,  which  get  oti  annually  about  40,000 
yards  of  coarse  satinets.  There  are  four  tanneries  in 
town,  which  manufacture  250  tuns  of  sole  leather  annually. 
Four  scythe-stoae  manufactories  send  to  market  4,500 
gross  of  that  arfiole  yearly.  There  are  also  several  estab- 
li»bin4Mitfi  for  the  manafacture  of  clothes-frames,  and  other 
wooden  'wares,  six  saw-mills,  to  two  of  which  is  attarliod 
broom  handle  ,  maehinery  that  turns  out  annoaUy  60,000 
broom  handles ;  and  seven  stores,  which  do  an  aggregate 
jeafky  business  of  from  $40,000  to  $60,000.  From  40  to 
50  tuns  of  com  meal  and  aboat  1,000  barrels  of  floor,  over 
and  above  the  local  prododko,  are  annnallj  eonsoBied  in 
the  town* 

la        $1,000  was  xaased  Ibr  the  support  of  highways, 
and  91|800  for  schools,  paupers  and  eootuigent  expenses, 
whieh,  with  the  State  and  county  lates,  make  the  tax  soma- 
lAat  heavy  fbr  «  town  eootaimag  but  about  810  poUi^ 
17 
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There  are  ten  school  districts  in  town.  The  amount  ap- 
propriated for  their  support  in  1853  was  $800.  This  sum 
is  lefis  than  SlOO  to  a  district,  and  beyond  this  ii(;L  much 
interest  is  taken  in  education;! I  matters.  About  twenty 
yeiirs  since,  a  commodious  buildiii^r  was  erected,  and  named 
the  "Academy."  It  was  well  sui>ported  for  a  lew  ycai's, 
btit  it  finally  ran  down,  and  the  structure  has  since  been 
converted  into  a  dwellinp:  house. 

Cummington  lias  numorous  water  privile^^es,  and  while 
its  agricultiind  int(  rcsis  ninst  necessarily  sutler  by  remote- 
ness from  railroad  laeilitics,  the  loss  can  be  more  than  conn- 
terbalanc(  (I  by  establishing  manutactures  and  building  up 
home  markets.  The  population  in  1840  was  1)214;  in- 
1850, 1,207  ;  decrease  in  ten  years,  7. 

«  EASTIIAJVIPTON. 

The  territory  of  Easthampton  was  onginallj  embraced 
within  the  bounds  of  Northampton.  It  was  upon  this  ter- 
ritory, in  a  locality  known  by  the  Indians  as  Pascommuck, 
and  etiU  retaining  that  name,  that  in  1664  the  Indians  had 
liberty  to  build  a  fort,  where  they  remained  until  they 
j<Hned  the  forces  and  fortunes  of  King  Philip.  It  must 
have  been  abont  the  time  that  this  fort  vfsts  built  that  the 
first  English  settler  planted  himself  within  the  limits  of  the 
town,  for  "  John  Webb,  who  died  in  1670,  had  boilt  a  log 
house  at  that  place,  and  had  resided  there  a  few  years." 
The  particular  place  alluded  to  was  Nashawannuck,  a  lo- 
cality in  the  town  which  still  retains  the  Indian  name. 
The  next  portion  of  Easthampton  that  r^eeiyed  setUers 
was  on  the  North  side  of  the  Manhan  river,  near  the  pres- 
ent central  Tillage.  The  first  building  erected  there,  was 
probably  a  saw-ihill.  Liberty  to  erect  a  saw-mill  there  was 
gi  anted  by  Northampton  in  1674.  In  {686-7,  the  town 
gave  Samuel  Bartlett  liberty  ^  to  set  np  a  com  mill  upon 
Manhan  river,  below  the  cart-way,  on  the  falls  of  the  riv- 
er."  The  mill  was  probably  built  soon  afterwards,  but  it 
is  not  known  how  early  a  dwelling  house  was  erected.  In  • 
1705,  Samuel  Bartlett  gave  his  son  Joseph  tlie  mill,  and 
the  land  around  it  The  French  and  Indian  Wars  that 
prevailed  in  the  first  years  of  the  18th  century  doubtless 
delayed  the  settlement  very  greatly,  and  Joseph  Bartlett, 
the  owner  of  the  com  mill,  is  recorded  as  the  first  perma- 


nent  settler  in  this  jjart  of  the  town,  aitiioiij^h  he  did  ntA 
remove  to  the  spot  until  staue  twenty  years  or  more  after 
the  mill  came  into  his  possession.  Jonathan  L  lapp,  his 
nephew,  probahly  lived  with  him  ahoia  tin-  time,  and  when 
Bartlett  died,  in  ITT)."),  he  h*t't  tlu!  nio>t  ot  lii-  property  to 
ih(^  Chipj>s,  thouLili  >omr  of  it  went  to  his  hrotiiers,  on  the 
condition  that  eaeh  should  pay  £4  8s.  lid.  to  the  first  es- 
taV)]ished  ehnrcit  that  should  celebrate  divine  worship  and 
orainancejj  wiiiiin  half  a  mile  of  his  dwelling  house.  This 
sum  w  as  afterwards  paid.  Mr.  Bartlett  kept  the  tirst  pub- 
lic house  of  entertainment  He  was  licensed  in  1727,  and 
kept  the  house  for  nearly  tw^ty  years  afterwarda*  When- 
eyer  the  settlers  enjoyed  preaching,  the  services  were  held 
in  his  establishment*  David  Bartlett,  a  brother  of  Joceph, 
built,  a  bouse  fifly  or  sixty  rods  North-west  of  the  present 
residence  of  La  Fayette  Ciapp,  This  house,  which  has 
remained  standing  until  within  a  few  jears^  was  a  small 
pox  hospital  during  the  Bevolutkmary  War,  and  within  it 
died  Cot  Hosfbrd  of  the  army,  as  well  as  Rev.  Mr.  Hook* 
er,  the  successor  of  President  Edwards  at  Northampton, 
of  this  terrible  disease.  The  meadows  aboTe  and  below 
the  grist  mill  weie  appropriated  by  Northampton  for  the 
benefit  of  schools^  and  in  1744  tib»  town  sold  the  Uf^per 
School  Meadow  to  Dea.  Stephen  Wright  and  Benjamin 
Lyman,  who  lemoYed  to  their  porefaase  soon  afterwards. 

That  part  of  the  town  designated  as  Fascommuck  was 
settled  about  1700,  and  this  year  is  usually  giyen  as  the 
date  of  the  first  settlement  of  the  town.  Five  fiuntliea 
went  in  and  settled  near  each  other,  at  or  near  the  East 
end  of  Mt.  Tom.  Their  names  were  Moses  Hutchinson, 
John  Searl,  Benoni  Jones,  Samuel  Janes  an^  Benjamin 
Janes.  Their  village  was  destroyed  by  the  Indians  in 
1704,  and  nineteen  or  twenty  persons  slain.  Beigamill 
Janes  escaped  to  Northampton,  and  started  out  a  troop  of 
cavalry,  under  Cupt.  John  Taylor,  which,  however,  secured 
no  other  result  than  tlie  death  of  their  captain,  and  the 
slaughter  of  snch  as  had  been  made  prisoners.  Elisha 
Searl,  a  captive  ladj  saved  his  life  by  manifesting  a  dispo- 
sition to  accompany  tlie  Indians.  lie  went  to  Canada, 
embraced  the  CatlioUc  faith,  and  became  so  much  attached 
to  Canadian  and  Indian  life  that  when,  many  years  after- 
wards,  he  returned  to  the  scene  of  his  early  home,  ii  was 
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with  frr eat  dilRculty  that  he  was  persuaded  to  remain  and 
adopt  civilized  for  savage  life.  Samuel  Janes,  the  wife 
of  Benjamin  Janes,  and  the  wife  of  John  Searl,  escaped 
with  their  lives,  at^er  having  been  dealt  with,  either  with 
the  tomahawk  or  the  scalping  knife.  The  first  settle  in 
the  (  Stern  part  of  the  town  were  Samuel  and  Ekbid 
Pomeroy  and  their  sons,  about  17t^2.  In  1760,  John  Ilan- 
m\m  and  Eleazer  Hannum  were  located  where  their  de- 
scendants now  reside.  As  early  as  1750,  Joseph  ami 
Titus  Wright  were  established  in  the  North  part  of  the 
town.  At  that  date,  the  families  settled  at  Fascommuck 
were  Eliakim  Clark,  Jonathan  Janes,  Joseph  Searl,  Eben- 
ezer  Ferry,  Elisha  Searl,  Samuel  Janes,  Widow  Wharton^ 
John  Brown,  Noah  Clark,  Jr.,  and  Daniel  Alexander. 

In  1773,  an  effort  was  made  to  have  the  present  tcrri- 
%OKj  of  Easthan^ton  formed  into  a  district.  The  territory 
was  Uien  embraced  partly  within  the  lines  <^  Northamp* 
Icm  and  pardy  within  those  of  Sootfaampten.  Northamp- 
ton favor^  the  jHroject,  bat  Southampton  exposed  it,  and 
although  the  Legislative  Cknnmittee  to  whom  it  was  re- 
ftmd  reported  in  its  &vor,  the  opposition  ahove  alluded 
to^  and  the  diversion  of  altjention  to  the  BevolntionMy 
straggle,  delayed  the  matter  for  several  years.  The  sali^ 
jeet  came  up  again  in  1781  and  1782,  when  Norlhampton 
voted  to  set  off  the  district,  and,  as  it  embraced  one-eighth 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  also  voted  to  give  the  pro- 
posed new  otguoMtddoa  that  proportion  of  the  public  prop^ 
er^  of  the  town.  The  opposition  of  Southampton  stttl 
deuyed  the  matter,  and  it  was  not  until  the  17th  <xf  Jvne^ 
1785^  that  the  district  was  inoorporated. 

The  nund)er  of  inhabitants  thus  set  off  fiom  Northan^ 
ton  was  about  dCKK  On  the  13th  of  November,  1785,  foiv 
ty-six  persons  were  dismissed  from  the  Northampton 
idiinrch,  in  order  to  form  a  new  church  in  the  new  district. 
Others,  a  few  months  afterwards,  were  dismissed  for  the 
same  object.  Fifteen  lamilies,  embracing  26  church  mem- 
bers, were  set  off  from  Southampton.  The  church  was 
organized  on  the  17th  of  the  succeeding  November,  at  the 
house  of  Capt.  Joseph  Clapp.  Rev.  Payson  Williston  was 
the  first  pa^tui-,  and  was  settled  Aif^^uj^t  13th,  1789.  Mr. 
Williston  was  bom  at  West  Haven,  Ct,  in  1763,  graduated 
at  Yale  College  in  1783,  and  labored  with  great  acccpt- 
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ance  with  his  church  until  October  17,  1S33,  when  Rev. 
William  Bement,  a  native  of  AshHeld,  and  u  giuduate  of 
Dartmouth  C  uih?;:^  in  1828,  was  ordained  as  Lis  successor. 
He  labored  laithlullv  and  siiecessfully  in  the  ministry  until 
April,  1850,  when  he  was  dismissed  at  his  own  request. 
Rev.  Rolliu  8.  Stone,  a  native  of  Canton,  Ct..  and  a  {iviul- 
uate  of  Yale  College  in  1832,  was  instalU  *l  as  ^Ir.  iit- 
ment's  successor,  October  8,  18o0.  In  IS") 2,  a  second 
Congre^tional  Church  was  orTani/j  tl,  of  which  Rev.  Mr. 
Stone  became  and  still  remains  ilnt  jjastor.  In  March, 
18.>.3,  Rev.  A.  M.  Colton  became  the  pastor  of  th^  Fbni 
Ciiureh,  and  still  remains  in  that  relation. 

Several  citizens  of  Easthampton,  or.  rather,  several  then 
residing  within  its  prcse;tf  limit?,  were  in  the  battle  near 
Lake  George,  September  s,  17');'),  in  connection  with  the 
Hampshire  regiment,  whieii  suffered  so  severely  on  that 
occasion.  Eliakim  Wright,  son  of  Stephen  AVright,  wii3 
among  the  slain.  Lemuel  Lyman,  son  of  lienjamin  Ly- 
man, was  saved  from  a  fatal  wound  by  his  bullet  pouch, 
which  cheeked  the  bullet  that  stmck  him.  The  poach  k 
Blill  preserved  in  the  family  of  one  of  his  numeroos 
soendaDts.  It  is  not  known  how  many  of  the  people  were 
engaged  in  the  war  of  the  Revolatioii.  Among  them  were 
Capt.  Joseph  Glapp,  (Quarter  Master  Benjamin  Clapp,  Dr« 
Stephen  Woods  and  his  sons  Daniel  and  David,  John 
Chipp,  Benjamin  Lyman,  Stephen  Wright,  Jr.,  David 
Clapp,  Levi  Glapp,  Eliakim  Claik,  Barzillai  Brewer  nnd 
WiUet  Chapman.  Dr.  Wood  died  in  sexriee  at  West 
Point,  David  Clapp  never  retamed  from  the  war,  and 
Messrs.  Brewer  and  Chapman  both  died  in  the  army. 
Moses  Gouch,w]H>  was  brought  up  in  Easthampton,  served 
trough  the  war,  and  was  suddenly  killed  in  that  town  in 
17OT. 

Twenty-one  of  the  sons  of  Easthampton  have  received 
collegiate  honors,  fenrteen  of  whom  have  become  preMh* 
ers.  Their  names,  and  brief  statistics  therewith  ooimected, 
£»ilow,  as  they  are  given  in  Luther  Wright\i  historical 
sketdi  of  Easthampton : 

Azariah  Clark,  graduated  at  WiUiams  GoUege  in  1805; 
studied  Theology ;  was  ordained  and  settled  in  the  ministry 
at  Canaan,  N.  Y.,  and  after  many  years  ^Bsmissed ;  and  in 
1830  removed  to  Coiebrook,  Ct.,  where  he  died  as  pastOf 
17* 
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in  18,*^2,  n^M  54. — Job  Clark  n^aduated  at  Williams  Col- 
lege, 1811  ;  was  a  physician  many  years  in  Westfield,  then 
removefl  to  Ravenna,  Ohio.— JCliun  C.  Clark  graduated  at 
Williams  College,  1812;  was  ordained  pastor  of  a  church 
in  Providence,  K.  I.,  April  1824  ;  dismissed  February, 
1825;  tjiught  school  in  Greenwich,  and  Suilield,  Ct.,  and 
died  at  the  last  named  place,  February,  aged  48. — 

Theodore  Clapp  graduated  at  Yale  College,  1814 ;  studied 
Theologj ;  was  ordained  aud  settled  as  pastor  of  the  First 
Congregational  church  in  New  Orleans,  which  relation  he 
still  sus^ins. — Solomon  Lyman  gradoaled  at  Yale  College, 
IBj^;  settled  in  the  ministiyat  Keeseville,  N.  Y.,  after- 
wards at  Poultney,  Vt.,  then  removed  to  Easthampton.— 
Samner  G.  Clapp  graduated  at  Yale  College,  1822;  ordain* 
ed  and  settled  in  the  ministry  at  Enfield,  afterwards  at 
Qftbotyille  $  and  then  removed  to  St«  Johnsbucy,  Vt — ^Lndi^ 
er  Wright  gradnated  at  Yale  College,  1832 ;  tutor  sereral 
years  in  that  college ;  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel ;  after- 
wards employed  as  associate  principal  of  tiie  ElUnglon 
School,  Ct ;  then  principal  of  Leicester  Academy,  and 
mofe recently  of  Williston  Seminary;  andnowof  a  private 
CSasstcal  SdiooL — Sylvester  Clapp  graduated  at  Uniofi 
College,  1823  $  was  ordained  and  settled  in  the  Stale  of 
IMbine ;  and  ateo  employed  as  principal  of  an  Academy^ 
GUaa  C»  Biown  graduated  at  Union  College ;  was  ordained 
and  settled  in  the  ministry  in  Western  New  York. — ^Fran* 
ds  Janes  gradnated  at  Williams  College,  1830 ;  ordained 
and  settled  in  the  ministry  in  the  State  of  New  York.— 
Theodore  L.  Wright  entered  Yale  College,  1825 ;  remain- 
ed between  one  and  two  years ;  left  owing  to  ill  health ; 
received,  1833,  the  honorary  degree  of  A.  IM.  from  Yale 
College ;  employc^d  in  teatliin<j  some  years  as  principal  of 
the  Hartford  Ciiv  (Irammar  School;  and  removed  after- 
wards  to  Wisconsin. — ^Thornton  W.  Clapp  graduated  at 
Williams  College,  1835  ;  was  Professor  of  Mathematics  in 
Washington  College,  Miss. ;  was  licensed  to  preach  the 
gospel  in  the  Episcopal  Churcli,  and  preached  some  years; 
and  then  was  employed  as  teacher. — Edmund  Wright 
graduated  at  Williams  Collej^^e,  1836;  was  Home  Mission- 
ary for  many  years  in  Western  Missouri;  recently  was 
stationed  as  pastor  in  St.  Louis,  and  was  Secretary  of  the 
Home  Missionary  Society  of  that  States— Josiah '  Lyman 


Digitized  by  Google 


SABVfiAMFTON.  IM' 

graduated  at  Wiiiiains  College,  18S6;  was  a  licrnsrd 
preacher;  afterwards  principal  of  an  Academy  in  V^ermoiit, 
and  then  of  the  Academy  nt  Lenox,  where  Lc  still 
resides. — Addison  Lyman  graduaied  at  Williams  CoIIi  ltp, 
1839;  removed  to  LLiinois,  where  he  lia*^  Vx  en  empl<t\  rd 
both  as  a  preacher  and  principal  ot  an  Academy. — .hibez 
B.  Lyman  graduated  at  Amherst  College,  1841 ;  studied 
Theolo<ry  ;  resided  some  years  in  (xprmany,  as  a  student 
in  one  ot  tlio  Universitie^s ;  returned,  and  lias  been  em- 
ployed as  |)i  iucipal  of  a  Fi  rnale  Seminary  at  Abbevillei 
S.  C. — Russell  M.  Wright  graduated  at  Williams  College^ 
1841  ;  studied  Theology ;  employed  as  teacher  in  WilUi« 
ton  Seminary,  and  is  now  principal  of  an  Academy  ia 
Georgia^ — ^£^ah  H.  Wright  graduated  at  Anherst  College, 
1842 ;  IS  now  employed  in  the  medical  profession  ia 
Georgiai^ — ^Horace  Lyman  graduated  at  WiUiams  College, 
1842 ;  now  a  Home  Missionary  in  Oregon. — William  S» 
Clark  graduated  al  Amherst  College,  1848;  enployed  in 
teaching  ior  two  years  in  Williston  Seminary^,  and  is  new 
a  x>i^^<^86or  in  Amherst  College. — Lyman  R.  WUlistoa 
graduated  at  Amherst  College,  1850 ;  and  has  sinee  been 
employed  as  teacher,  in  Wil^Aton  Seminary* 

The  leading  industrial  interest  in  Easthampton  has  been 
agnoaltorei  nntil  within  a  few  yearsi  and  this  may  be  lh# 
met  stilly  under  the  stimulns  of  the  nuomfiMtuves  that  have 
been  established  within  a  short  time. 

About  six  years  since,  the  button  manniketure,  which 
had,  for  many  years,  been  carried  on  at  HajdenyiUe,  ia 
the  town  of  Williamsburgb,  by  Samuel  WilBston  of  Easi- 
hampton,  was  remoyed  to  the  town  of  his  residcnee,  and 
eirtiddished  there  upon  a  large  scale.  Here  Samuel  1Y>^ 
ton  and  Go.  carry  oa  the  largest  button  mimufaetory  in  the 
United  States,  if  not  in  die  world.  They  employ  250 
hands,  in  and  around  their  fiiotory,  consume  $75,000  worth 
of  stock  annually,  and  produce  from  $175,000  to  $200,000 
worth  of  buttons. 

About  i'uur  years  since,  the  Nashawannuck  Makufag- 
TtmiNG  Co.  commenced  operations,  in  the  manufacture  of 
gum-elastic  webbing  and  suspenders.  They  consume  an- 
nually, as  stock,  10,000  lbs.  of  India  rubber,  300  bales  of 
cotton,  1,000  dozens  leather,  (mostly  sheep  skins,)  16, 00 a 
of  buckles,  60,000  paper  boxes,  10,000  gross  oi  eye- 
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lets,  clyesiuir»  coaling  S1,;jO(>,  with  other  articles  amounting 
,  in  the  aggregate  to  ^^5vU,0UU.  Thoy  employ  125  liands  in 
tilt  fkctory,  and  about  200  families  in  the  adjoining  region, 
%vhi)  ■*  mjjke  up"  the  suspenders,  or  put  the  parts  toLi'  tlier. 
The  annual  production  is  10<K<K)n  dozens  of  susprnders, 
valued  at  Sirji  '.inio.  The  capital  ^tock  of  the  rompany  is 
S10f),00(),  all  paid  in,  S35,000  of  which  is  invested  in 
machinery  and  real  estate. 

In  addition  to  these  leading  concerns,  there  are  others 
doing  no  inconsiderable  amount  of  business.  Lemuel  P. 
LyniAa  does  a  large  lumber  business,  running  saw  mills, 
j^fuung  madunes,  ice.  The  mercantile  business  of  the 
place  is  of  considerable  importance.  John  II.  Wells  and 
Co.  have  a  variety  store,  with  annual  sales  of  S^35,000,  and 
£.  Ferry  disposes  of  from  $8,000  to  SIO.OOO  worth  of 
books,  stationerj,  groceries,  annually. 

The  number  of  school  districts  in  Easthampton  is  six. 
Tlie  amount  raised  for  the  support  of  schools  in  1854  was 
$700.  In  some  of  the  districts  the  teachers  *^  board  around.^' 
The  total  amoctnt  raised  by  tax  for  1854  was  $8,500.  The 
town  debt  amounts  to  about  $1,000.  There  arc  about  6,000 
acres  of  land  in  the  town,  and  195  acres  used  for  roads. 
The  number  of  ratable  polls  is  254.  The  population  in  1840 
amounted  to  724;  in  1850, 1,202;  increase  in  ten  years, 
478.  [For  a  historj  of  WilUstoin  Seminary,  see  voL  1,  p. 
488.^ 

ENFIELD. 

Enfield  is  oompamtively  a  new  town,  having  been  in- 
corporated February  15,  1816.  It  embraces  what  was 
previously  the  South  parish  of  Greenwich.  The  town 
lines  and  the  lines  of  the  parish  (which  was  territrn  )  '.wa 
nearly  idLulical.  The  parish  was  incorporated  al  the  June 
session  of  the  General  Court,  1787,  and  embraced  all  of 
the  South  part  of  Greenwich,  and  parts  of  Belchertown 
and  Ware.  A  meeting  house  was  built  in  the  parish  in 
1786,  and  accepted  October  14,  1787.  Movable  benches 
were  first  placed  in  the  body  of  this  church.  These  were 
taken  out,  and  pews  substituted,  in  1793.  In  1814,  a 
steeple  and  belfry  were  put  up,  to  secure  a  Ijoli,  promised 
by  Joseph  Keith,  on  the  condition  that  the  parish  would 
furnish  a  place  in  which  to  put  it.   In  18^  the  pews 
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meiita  were  nuide*  1*116  home  hM  Mortlj  been  peinled^ 
sod  ao  organ  pteoed  in  it 

SeF.  Jotiiiin  Crwbj,  tbe  fintnunister,  wm  aetUed  Deoen- 
ber  2»  1789,  end  eontinned  Ma  relalipne  to  the  eliMgiii  mI 
•ode^  wtil  his  deeth,  in  1888L  BeT.  Sumner  G.  Clapp 
was  settled  as  his  colleague  June  9tb,  1828^  and  dimissed 
*  March  1837.  His  svccessor  was  Be  v.  John  Whiton, 
who  was  settled  September  13,  1837,  and  dismissed  Sep- 
tember 30,  1841.  On  the  IGth  of  February,  184.2,  Rev. 
Robert  MiKwen  was  settled,  and  still  remains  the  pastor. 
Mr.  Crosby,  the  lirst  mini-tcr,  was  furnished  with  a  farm, 
bouo^ht  of  Barnabas  Fay,  as  settlement,  and  had  a  salary 
ot  £70  a  year.  His  firewood  was  also  furnished  by  the 
parish. 

The  names  uf  tiic  first  purchasers  oi  pews  in  the  meet- 
ing huu^e,  when  it  was  furnished  witli  that  convenienee,  in 
1793,  were  Calvin  Kinsley,  Sylvanus  Howe,  Daniel  Hay- 
ward,  Simon  Stone,  David  Neweomb,  Joseph  Ilooki  r, 
Robert  Field,  (in  whose  honor  En^^/rf,  with  a  somewhat 
sin^rular  taste,  constructed  the  concluding  syllable  of  its 
name,)  John  Sawin,  Benjamin  liarwood.  Benjamin  Rider, 
Nathan  Hunting,  Caleb  Kehh,  William  Stone,  Joseph 
Ruggles,  Abner  Eddy,  Ebenezer  Rich,  Reubeq  Colton, 
Barnabas  Rich,  Nathaniel  Boker,  Joseph  Fobes,  David 
Swetland,  William  Morton,  John  Baton,  Moses  Coltoni 
Jonathan  Hunting,  Nathaniel  Lane,  John  Bailey,  William 
Patterson,  John  Mcintosh,  and  William  Mcintosh.  The 
^ly  inhabitants  came  chiefly  from  Bridgemterand  East* 
on.  Parochial  afiairs  were  eonducted  by  parish  offiem 
from  1787  until  1816,  when  the  town  was  incorporated; 
by  the  town  fiW  that  date  until  1831,  when  the  parish 
was  re-Oiianised,  which  organization  still  eontumes. 

In  1847,  a  Methodist  Ctiurch  was  oigraiaed,  and  a 
meeting  house  built  Bev.  Daniel  Kilbum  is  the  preseoi 
pastor  of  this  church.  « 

The  fiist  record  of  a  poWo  hi^way  thioagh  Enfleld 
rektes  to  ene  run  from  Pelham  line  to  Chieopee,  in  17^  i 
the  seeend  from  Palmer  to  Greenwich,  in  1761 ;  the  third 
ftom  Bekhertown  to  Hardwick,  in  1768.  Between  the 
last  data  and  1794,  the  minority  of  tbe  public  highways 
now  in  nse  were  laid  out,  although  maoj  of  them  hare 
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been  altered  since.  In  1801,  a  turnpike  road  was  granted, 
from  iieiciitTtovvn  throogli  Entield  to  Hardwick  line,  and 
the  Monson  Turnpike  v/ns  run  througli  the  East  part  of 
tliu  town  in  1803.  One  or  more  proprietary  roads  were 
laid  through  the  territory  of  Eniieid,  as  early  as  1740. 

The  hrst  division  of  what  is  now  Enfield  into  school  dis- 
tricts was  made  in  1791.  That  division  was  substimtially 
continued  until  after  Eniieid  was  incor|)(nated,  and,  in 
fact,  until  1832,  when  the  town  was  divided  anew,  into 
eight  districts,  a  division  which  is  maintained  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  The  number  of  scholars  in  the  town  is  230. 
There  are  some  fine  additioiud  private  schools  taught  each 
year. 

Quabbin  whetstones"  were  the  principal  article  of  ex- 
port  from  1790  to  1820,  Manufacturing  may  now  be 
called  the  leading  business  of  the  towD,  the  water  privi- 
leges apon  Swifl  River  furnishing  the  power.  There  are 
two  tnanufiketuring  villages  on  this  river,  three-fourths  of 
a  mile  apart  The  lower  village,  in  regard  to  the  occupa- 
tion of  its  water  privilege,  is  die  oldest  A  dam  was 
hoOt '  acras  the  liver  £ere  prior  to  1770.  £phralm 
Woodard  owned  the  first  saw  mill,  and  probably  built  the 
dam.  He  sold  to  Ebenezer  Bich  who  built  a  grist  mill, 
and  Bobfart  Field,  about  the  year  1773,  put  up  a  dothiei^s 
shop.  A  bladssmith's  shop,  with  a  tilt-hammer,  was  soon 
afterwards  established.  In  1813,  a  card  manufactory  was 
oommeneed,  and  oontinned.  until  1851,  when  it  was  re- 
moved to  Holyoke.  Mills  fi>r  woolen  manufactures  were 
erected  in  1825,  and  were  burnt  in  1830.  A  stone  mill 
was  then  erected,  but  the  inside,  with  aU  its  machinery, 
was  burnt  out  in  1848.  The  walls  were  not  injured,  and 
they  were  acrain  filled,  finished  and  furnished  immediately, 
and  the  mills  :ire  now  running.  The  Minot  Manufacturing 
Co.,  now  rinininjT  the  woolen  mill,  was  chartered  in  1837, 
and  now  operates  1,700  spindles. 

At  the  upper  village,  the  first  dam  was  erected  in  1812, 
and  a  cotton  factorv  was  erected  in  1818.  The  orip^inal 
company  sold  out  in  1821,  to  D.  &  A.  Smith,  who  carried 
on  the  business  until  1852,  when  a  company  was  formed, 
under  the  general  corporation  law,  with  the  name  of  the 
Swift  Kiver  Co.,  who  now  run  1,700  spindles,  in  the  man- 
uiacture  of  woolen  goods.   TIm^  &ctory  was  burnt  in 
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1836,  btit  was  immediately  rebuilt.  There  are  in  the  towu, 
at  present,  two  manufacturinjj^  corporations  and  tour  stores. 

The  population  of  Enfield  in  1840  was  Uiil ;  in  18j0, 
1^62 ;  increase  in  ten  years,  131. 

GOSHEN. 

Goshen  inehides  witiiin  its  boundaries  a  portion  of  wliat 
was  formerly  Chesterfield,  and  a  tract  known  as  ilie  S*  lond 
A<1  iiiional  Gmnt  made  to  the  pro} M  i(  tors  of  2»iarra^]^anset 
township  No.  4,  popularly  (  idled     (  liesterficld  Gore.** 
Thf*  first  opening  for  a  settlenicut  was  made  about  1762,  or 
17()3,  by  David  Stearns  and  Abijah  Tucker,  about  a  mile 
West  of  the  present  village.    Col.  Ezra  May,  William 
White,  Reuben  Dresser,  Elienezer  Putney  and  Timothy 
Lyman,  nearly  all  of  whose  names  have  been  mentioned 
among  the  earlj  settlers  of  Chesterfield,  and  all  of  them 
subsequ^ndj  proouneiil  citizens  of  CrOsheD,  soon  followed, 
with  othen^  aiid  commenced  clearing  up  &nns  which,  in 
many  cases,  are  still  retained  bj  their  descendants.  The 
popahUion  appears  to  have  increased  rapidly,  and  the  town 
was  mcorporated  May  14,  1781.   The  first  town  meeting 
^vns  held  on  the  2dd  of  the  same  month,  at  which  Thomaa 
Weeks  was  chosen  derfc,  Joshua  Abell,  treasurer,  Capt. 
Wm.  White,  Lieut  Lemuel  Lyon  and  Major  Christopher 
Banister,  selectmen  and  assessors.   The  first  town  meeting 
called  bj  the  selectmen  was  holden  Jane  4th,  1781,  to  see 
if  the  town  would  give  Mr.  Joseph  Barker  a  call  to  settle 
in  the  ministry.   The  town  voted  to  call  him,  and  to  give 
him  £W0  as  an  encouragement,  provided  he  should  settle 
with  them,  ^  the  same  to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  rye  at  8 
shillings,  and  Lidian  com  at  2  shillings  a  bushel,'*  and  that 
his  salary  should  be  £40  the  first  year  and,  after  that,  in- 
crease annnallyfive  pounds,  until  it  should  amountto£65,  and 
then  to  be  stated  at  that  amount   Mr.  Barker  preached  for 
some  time  in  the  place,  but  did  not  accept  the  ofifer.  After 
this,  during  several  years,  calls  were  extended  respectively 
to  Rev.  Abraham  Fowler,  Rev.  Reuben  Parmelee,  Rev. 
Elisha  Hutchinson,  Rev.  Jeremiah  llallock,  (whose  parents 
lived  and  died  in  the  town,)  Rev.  Jesse  Remington  and 
Rev.  Mase  Shepard,  (father  of  Prof.  Charles  U.  Shepard,) 
all  of  whom  preached  to  the  people  for  some  time. 

The  First  Congre^gational  Church  was  organized  Decern-* 
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ber  21,  1780,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Kilburn  of  Chesterfield,  The 
confession  of  faitii  aurl  the  covenant  were  signed  by  Thomas 
Wtn  k?;,  Lemuel  Lyon,  Tliomas  Brown,  Daniel  lirovvu  and 
John  Smith.  After  the  long  series  of  unsuccessful  "  calls** 
that  have  been  recited,  Rev.  Samuel  Whitnum  of  Asliby 
preached  a  few  months,  and  was  installed  January  10, 1788. 
He  remained  with  his  pastorate  lor  thirty  years,  or  until 
1818,  when  he  was  dismissed  for  having  adopted  sentiments 
which  seemed  to  be  a  departure  irom  the  principles  of  his 
denomination,  ns  they  were  then  j)oj)ularly  received.  He 
was  a  man  of  strong  feelings,  good  talente,  and  blameless 
life.  He  died  suddenly  December  18,  18 20,  at  the  age  of 
75  years.  Mr.  Whitman  was  a  graduate  of  Harvard  in 
1775.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Joel  Wright  of  Milford, 
N.  H.,  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  in  1809.  He  was  installed 
September  26,  1821,  and  dismissed  in  September,  1828. 
Rev.  Henry  B.  Holmes,  of  Stratford,  England,  was  settled 
in  his  place,  Septwber  25, 1830,  and  dismissed  ki  Jannary, 
1838.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rey.  Stephen  Mason,  a  grad- 
uate of  Williams  in  1812,  who  was  settled  June  22,  1696^ 
and  dismissed  April  10,  1837.  Rev.  John  C.  Thompson 
of  Heath,  a  graduate  of  Amherst  College  in  1829,  was  bli 
saccessor^and  was  installed  on  the  4th  of  October,  1387* 
He  was  obliged  to  leave  on  account  of  iU  healtfi,  in  1841| 
and  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Royal  Reed,  who  remanied  five 
years.  Rev.  Wm.  J.  Boardman  supplied  the  desk  after  hia 
dismissal  until  1849,  and  Rev.  Robert  Cresset  fhim  that 
time  until  1858,  when  Rev.  Thomas  H.  Rood,  a  gentleman 
bom  and  educated  in  London,  commenced  supplying  llie 
desk,  and  still  midntains  that  office. 

A  second  Congregational  Society,  growmg  out  of  the 
troubles  occasioned  by  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Whitman,  was 
formed  about  1819,  but  is  said  to  consist  at  present  of  one 
member,  who  affords  a  rare  instance  of  a  corporation  re- 
duced to  its  lowest  terms. 

A  small  Society  of  Baptists  was  formed  in  1818.  They 
built  a  church  in  1822,  but  services  have  not  been  main- 
tained in  it  for  many  years.  '  * 

The  first  church  edilice  was  built  in  1782,  upon  land 
given  for  that  purpose  by  Col.  May  and  Lemuel  Lyon.  It 
was  unroofed  by  a  tornado  in  1834,  and  then  removed  to  its 
present  site,  and  modernized  to  meet  the  tastes  of  the  day. 
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The  repairs  were  not  completed  until  1835,  and  it  waa 
then,  fur  the  first  time,  prrmded  with  a.  bell. 

The  first  person  burn  in  the  town  wixs  Samuel,  son  of 
David  Steams.  The  first  saw  mill  was  erected  Ea«;t  of  the 
aid  church  site,  on  31  ill  river,  and  the  first  ^^rist  mill  »iood 
just  above  Stone's  mill,  on  Sw'tt  l  ivcr.  Before  this  latter 
mill  was  liuilt,  the  people  went  to  Northampton  for  their 
griiuliiig,  or  used  log  mortars  for  pounding  their  corn.  Ifi 
1780,  Major  A.  Stone  built  a  fulling  mill,  near  the  present 
site  of  Stone's  mills,  and  cai'ried  on  the  elothier's  biHiiicgs, 
without  the  aid  of  other  than  hand  miu  liinrrv.  He  carried 
ou  tiie  hu.sine,-s  t'or  many  years,  having  no  competitor,  even 
in  the  adjoininL"  towns.  Buckskin  coats  and  breeches  sup- 
plied the  place  of  i  luth  to  some  extent,  but  after  the  hard 
winter  of  1780,  deer  becamo  very  scarce,  as  the  snowii 
were  then  so  deep  as  to  hinder  their  escape  from  their  pur- 
suers. Thick  boots  were  such  a  luxury  that  when  a  young 
blood  from  abroad  came  into  the  Bettlement,  with  a  pair 
upon  him,  he  was  nicknamed  Boots"  for  his  extrava- 
gance, and  was  called  thus  while  he  remained.  Wooden 
plates  were  used  for  every  day  purposes,  and  pewter  "for 
eompaDj."  In  the  earljr  settlemait  of  the  town,  there  was 
no  physician  nearer  than  Northampton,  and  one  or  two  fe- 
males were  appointed  to  attend  to  those  emergen<nes  which 
now  call  for  the  services  of  the  profession. 

Major  Ambrose  Stone,  the  clothier,  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolution.  He  was  nnder  Gen.  Ward  at  Boston,  Arnold 
at  Juake  Champlain,  and  Washington  in  his  Winter  quar- 
ters at  Valley  Forge.  He  lived  to  the  age  of  98,  took  the 
Hampshire  Gazette  from  the  first  nnmber  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  and  never  failed  of  voting  at  the  annual  and 
JEHresidential  elections.  He  held  the  office  of  coroner  for 
manj  years,  receiving  his  appointment  from  Governor 
Strong,  and  this  is  said  to  be  &e  only  instance,  with  a  sin- 
gle exception,  in  wiiich  a  citizen  Goshen  has  held  a 
ooonty  office,  since  the  incorporation  of  the  town*  Oliver  _ 
Taylor  was  a  man  of  mnch  infinence  in  the  town.  He 
filled  many  town  olBkes,  and  was  a  deacon  of  the  Congre* 
gational  Qinreh.  He  enlisted  in  the  Bevolutionary  army, 
but  was  not  permitted  to  renuun  in  it,  as  he  was  more 
Aeeided  at  home  in  his  trade  as  a  tanner  than  in  the  amry 
as  a  soldier.  William  White,  one  of  the  first  setHen,  waa 
18 
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town  ckrk  from  178B  to  1818.  His  sooa,  whooocapied- 
the  same  premises,  succeeded  him,  and  held  the  office  until 
1843,  making  a  period  of  60  years,  daring  which  members 
of  the  same  fomilj  had  held  the  same  office.  It  is  re- 
marked as  an  evidence  of  the  abundance  of  wild  game,  in 
the  earijr  history  of  the  town^  that  Mr.  White  killed  enough 
in  going  to  and  from  his  work,  a  distance  of  a  mile  from 
his  boarding  place,  to  pay  for  his  board. 

Since  the  division  of  parties  into  Whig  and  Democratic, 
the  town  has  been  unitedly  Whig,  so  much  so,  in  fact,  that 
once  there  was  but  one  Democrat  in  the  town,  and  even  he 
was  not  born  there. 

The  town  suilcred  severely  in  1777  iiml  1778,  from  a 
disease  called  the  black  canker.  Some  families  were  al- 
most entirely  cut  off  by  it.  In  1824,  a  fever  of  a  malig- 
nant character  h:\d  many  victims,  and,  what  is  a  note- 
worthy fact,  every  one  was  taken  from  the  West  aide  of 
the  street,  while  those  who  lived  upon  the  other  side  en- 
tirely escaped. 

Tlie  following  persons  have  been  representatives  to  the 
General  Court:  In  1805,  Justin  Parsons  ;  itsOG,  Nehemiah 
May;  1808,  Rev.  Samuel  Whitman  ;  180'J,  William  White 
Esq.;  1810-11-12,  Oliver  Taylor;  1 8 1 3, JS ehemiah  May; 
1814,  O.  Taylor ;  1815,  Ambrose  Stone;  1816,  Timothy 
Lyman,  and  also  Delegate  to  IMassachusetts  Convention  in 
1820;  1827,  Ambrose  Stone;  1829,  Joshua  Simmons; 
1834,  Asahel  Billinrrs  ;  18;i5-*5-7,  Rev.  William  Hubbard; 
1838,  Benjamin  AVhite ;  1839,  Luther  Stone  ;  1840,  Asahel 
Billings;  1841,  F.  P.  Stone  ;  1842,  Franklin  Naramore; 
1843,  Benjamin  White ;  1849,  Luther  Stone;  1851,  Wil- 
Uam  Tillton ;  1852,  Asahel  Billings ;  1853,  Franklin  Nar- 
amore ;  1853,  Benjamm  White,  I>elegate  to  Ck>iistitutio]ial 
CoDTention. 

The  population  of  Goshen  are  mostly  devoted  to  agri- 
oahure.  The  manufactures  are  upon  a  limited  scale,  and 
oonfined  to  articles  in  wood.  Messrs.  Ranney  &  Gardner 
employ  six  hands  in  the  Tarious  operations  of  turning 
broom  handles,  faucets,  Sec,  and  also  in  the  manufacture  of 
children's  wagons.  Luther  Stone  employs  two  hands  in 
the  manufacture  of  hroom  handles,  who  turn  out  $600 
worth  yearly.  The  Union  Tool  Co.  have,  for  the  past 
year,  employed  20  hands  in  the  manufacture  of  bench  and 


Digili^uG  by 


OftAHBT. 


fancj  planes,  prodocing  (20,000  woith.  W.  £.  JohnMNi 
A:  Co.  employ  six  hands,  and  H.  Barms  Sd  Co.  the  saihe 
number,  in  the  manuiiuitare  of  planes.  Jonathan  Hunt  A; 
Son  make  spectacle  cases  and  oil  drippers  to  the  amonnt 
of  $ 1 ,000  annually.  Emmons  Putney  employs  three  hands, 
in  turning  out  f 500  worth  of  button-moulds  yc  .u ij. 

The  population  of  Goshen,  in  1840,  was  56d ;  'in  1850, 
515 ;  decrease  in  ten  years,  48. 

Granby,  with  South  Hadley,  originally  formed  the  South 
or  second  precinct  of  Hadley,  the  first  settlement  and  early 
history  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  history  of  South 
Hadley.  The  2d  parish  of  South  Hadley  was  incorpora- 
ted in  1762,  the  split  being  the  result  of  a  long  contest  iu 
regard  to  the  location  of  tlie  Tneeting-housc.  A  meeting- 
house was  erected  in  what  i.^  luav  called  the  West  parish 
in  Granby  about  17 02,  on  a  spot  near  the  present  resi- 
dence of  Mr.  Levi  Smith,  and  near  the  South  end  of  a 
tract  of  swamp  or  meadow  land,  called  by  the  first  settlers 
"Pitchawamache."  (An  Indian  name  now  contracted  to 
"  Pitchawam,"  and  supposed  to  l)e  the  only  Indian  name 
preserved  in  the  town.)  The  meeting-house  was  built  on 
land  given  by  Samuel  Moody,  but  Mr.  Moo<ly  neglected  to 
give  a  deed  of  the  land,  and  it  was  conveyed  to  the  town, 
after  his  de<ith,  in  compliance  with  his  known  ])ur}>ose,  by 
his  sons  Samuel,  Thomas  llovey,  Elisha,  Keul>en,  Simeon 
and  Enos.  The  deed  was  dated  *•  the  10th  day  of  July,  in  the 
ninth  year  of  His  Majesty's  reign,  Anno  Domo,  17(>9,"  and 
on  the  same  day,  James  Smith  gave  to  the  town,  by  deed, 
one  acre  of  land,  for  the  purpose,  as  expressed  in  the  deed, 
**of  accommodating  them  with  a  convenient  place  for  l)ury- 
ing  the  dead."  A  child  of  the  first  settled  minister  was 
the  first  buried  in  this  ground,  which  is  still  the  principal 
hurial  place  in  the  town.  The  original  church  edifice  was 
erected,  and  the  church  organized^  in  1762,  and  in  Octoher 
of  that  year,  Rev,  Simon  Backns  of  Norwich,  Ct.,  waa 
settled  as  the  pastor.  Mn  Backus  waa  a  graduate  of  Yale 
College  in  1769. 

On  the  11th  of  June^  1768,  the  2d  parish  of  South  Had* 
1^  was  incorporated  as  a  town,  with  the  name  of  Granby. 
*Ab  phiee  of  public  worstdp  was  not  changed,  and  hm 
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Mr.  Backus  continued  until  March,  1784^  when  he 
dismissed.  He  died  about  1829,  at  the  age  of  87  years. 
He  was  succeeded  in  Febrnary,  1790,  by  Bev.  BeiyaEnin 
Chupman  of  Plainfield,  N.  H.,  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth 
College  in  1 784,  who  was  dismissed  in  January,  1797.  Key* 
£lijah  Gridley  of  Berlin,  Ct,  a  graduate  of  Yale  College 
m  1788,  succeeded  him  in  the  following  May. 

In  1820,  duiing  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Gridleji  it  became 
necessary  to  build  a  new  meeting-house,  bat  ihe  question 
in  regard  to  location  became  a  subject  of  contenton  between 
t}ie  Eastern  and  Western  portions  of  the  town,  which  re- 
sulted in  the  erection  of  two  meeting-houses,  and,  of  course, 
a  division  of  the  church  and  the  parish.  Those  persons  who 
occupied  the  meeting-house,  Hying  farthest  East,  became, 
or  remained,  the  first  jiarish,  while  the  seceders,  who  occu- 
pied the  West  meeting-hoose,  became  the  second  .parish* 
A  council  was  called,  whidi  effected  a  division  of  the 
church  also.  The  East  church  comprised  144  m^bers, 
and  the  West  church,  130,  Mr.  Gridley,  adhering  to  that 
portion  of  the  church  wliich  was  connected  with  the  second 
parish,  was  dismissed  by  the  first  parish,  and  retained  by 
the  second,  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1834.  Rev. 
Eli  Moody  was  settled  as  colleague  ol  Mr.  Gridley  in. 
1830. 

llev.  Chester  Chapin  was  settled  over  the  East  church 
and  parish  in  1822,  and  dismissed  in  1829.  Rev.  Joseph 
Kniglit,  who  succeeded  him,  was  installed  in  1830.  In 
1836,  a  i)rnj(  ct  for  uniting  the  two  societies  was  consum- 
mated. Most  of  the  members  of  the  West,  or  Second 
Pai'ish,  agreed  to  leave  their  own  place  ol  worship,  and 
unite  with  the  first  or  East  parisli,  upon  the  understanding, 
as  llie  principal  condition,  that  Rev.  Eli  Moody  should  be 
the  minister  of  the  union  church  and  parish.  This,  of 
course,  resulted  in  the  dismission  of  Rev.  Mr.  Ivnight  the 
same  year  (183G).  A  few  members  of  the  second  parish, 
who  refused  to  come  into  the  union  arrangement,  retiiined 
the  property  of  the  second  parish,  and  that  organization  is 
still  in  existence.  They  do  not  sustain  preaching,  and,  at 
this  time,  there  is  no  church  organization  connected  with 
the  West  parish. 

Rev.  Eli  Moody  was  installed  as  pastor  of  the  first  par- 
ish immediately  after  the  union,  in  1836^  and  dismissedi  on 
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aieooinit  of  01  lieallli,  In  1839.  Bev.  James  Bates  soco^eded 
Mr.  Moody,  and  was  installed  in  1840,  and  dismissed  in 
1851.  Since  that  time  the  parish  has  been  destitute  of  a 
aettied  minister.  The  meeting-honse  of  the  first  parish  was 
tlioroaghlj  repaired  in  I85d|  at  an  expense  of  two  thousand 
dollars. 

A  small  Methodist  church  was  organized  in  the  North 
part  of  the  town  in  1850,  and  still  preserves  its  organiza- 
tion. Preachiii^  has  been  sustained  there  most  of  tlie 
time. 

Most  of  the  inhabitants  of  Granby  are  enfrajred  in  n<]^i-  ' 
cultural  pursuits.  Tho  .soil  is  fertile,  and  most  of  the  farm- 
ers are  wealthy.  About  1812,  there  were  four  distilleries 
in  the  town,  eiicli  consuming,  when  in  operation,  from  .50 
to  40  bushels  of  grain  in  a  day.  But  the  muitiplieity  of 
distilleries,  and  tlie  temperanee  reformation,  made  the  busi- 
ness unprofitable,  and  it  was  wliolly  aharnhnHMl.  The  farm- 
ers, who  Avere  apprehensive  that  llie  ])rice  of  grain  might 
be  diminished  by  this  measure,  have  had  the  satisfaction 
of  seeing  it  steadily  advaner,  with  a  eorrespoiiding  ad- 
vane*  incnt  of  wealth,  intelligence  and  influence.  The 
maniifai'turing  interest  in  Granby  is  limited.  A  small 
stream  pa^^-'o^  through  the  North  part  of  the  town,  on  which 
are  situated  a  immber  of  manufacturing  establishments. 
In  1836,  Samuel  Ayres,  Jeriel  Preston  and  Levi  Taylor 
established  a  woolen  factory,  where  a  successful  business 
was  prosecuted,  under  the  superintendence  of  Levi  Tay- 
lor. Mr.  Taylor,  whose  death  occurred  in  1849,  was  a 
native  of  Granby.  He  was  a  man  of  great  energy,  exer- 
ted a  commanding  infioence  in  his  native  town,  was  several 
times  selected  to  represent  his  fellow  citizens  in  the  State 
Legislatnre,  and  had  the  honor  of  representing  the  County 
-  of  Hampshire  in  the  State  Senate  two  years.  Since  his 
death,  the  manufacturing  bosifless  has'  been  continued  by 
Ayres  &  Aidrich,  who  are  doing  a  business  of  about 
$65,000  annually.  Samuel  "Ayres,  of  the  above  named 
firms,  is  a  native  of  Granby,  somewhat  advanced  in  life, 
has  long  enjoyed  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellow 
townsmen,  and  is  one  of  those  whom  they  have  delighted 
to  honor. 

feael  dark  has  been  for  several  years  engaged  in  the 
nmofiMtore  of  sating  In  1850,  he  r^hnilt  his  estab- 
18* 
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Habment,  and  increased  his  bnaiaew*  He  imr  eoylojl  H 
capital  of  about  $10,000. 

Aoson  Brown  and  Frederick  Taylor  are  the  proprietors 
of  a  paper  mill,  and  are  doing  a  profitable  businese. 

Near  the  center  of  the  town  is  a  public  common,  oon- 
tainiog  between  five  and  six  acres  of  land,  which  was  do- 
nated to  the  first  parish,  as  follows :  In  1821,  John  Mcmtsr 
gue,  who  has  since  died,  gave  to  the  first  parish,  hj  deed, 
three  acres  of  land,  to  serve  as  the  location  of  a  meeting- 
house, and  a  common.  In  1845,  Joseph  Montague,  the 
only  son  of  John  Mcmtague,  gave  by  deled,  fer  the  purpose 
of  enlarging  the  common,  an  additional  piece  of  land  con?- 
'  taining  about  two  acres  and  a  half.  In  1840,  the  first  par- 
ish built  a  parsonage,  directly  opposite  their  meeting-house, 
at  an  expense  of  about  Sl,500.  In  1841,  a  building  to  be 
used  as  a  lecture  room  and  bigh  sclioolj  was  erected  on  the 
parish  common,  North  of  the  meeting-houae,  and  is  now 
held  by  the  parish. 

During  the  American  Kevolution,  the  inhabitants  of 
Gi  unity  were  not  lacking  in  patriotism  and  devotion  to  the 
common  cause.  The  record  of  the  time  places  them  in  an 
enviable  position  in  this  respect.  The  following  are  some 
of  the  votes  passed  at  that  time : 

Voted,  Sept  20,  1774,  to  inciease  the  tovm  stock  of 
ammunition,  and  proride  the  town  with  a  sufficiency  of 

arms. 

"  Voted,  That  the  Treasurer  shali  pay  the  money,  which 
was  propuriioned  to  this  town,  to  bear  the  expenses  of  the 
committee  appointed  logo  to  the  Cuntiuentai  Congress  at  Phil- 
adelphia. 

Voted;  And  made  choice  of  Mr.  Phineus  Smith  to  appear 
at  the  ProYincial  Congress,  to  be  hoJden  at  Coucoid  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  October,  1774,  to  hear,  consider  and  deter* 
miue,  on  all  such  matters  and  causes,  as  shall  then  be  thought 

necp«?pary  in  this  critical,  dark  and  distressing  day. 

Voted,  June  20,  1776,  that  we.  of  this  town,  will  support 
the  independence  of  the  American  Colonies,  with,  our  lives 
and  fortunes:  Provided  the  American  Congress  shall  declare 
these  Colonies  independent  of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  " 

As  evidence  of  the  vigilance  of  the  inhabitant^  see  the 

following  vote : 

"Voted,  Feb.  15,  1776,  to  call  Capt  Eastman,  LiMt 
Eleazer  Nash|*  and  £nsign  Experienoe  Smithy  to  acoonnt  to 
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li^^town  for  their  eosduot  in  holding  conuniasioiiftwlitdi  they 

received  under  Gov.  Hutchinson,  and  which  have  since  been 

e.uabli^hed  to  tliem  by  Gen.  Gage,  who  is  now  endeavoring 

to  enforce  the  lateacUi  ui  Parliameot  oa  the  FroTmce  Mm- 
Bachusetts  Bay." 

Itisbut  jmtiee  tollie  meatorir  <if  these  Men  loaagr  tbali 
atthongh  tbej  refwed  to  resign  their  eommiBBioofli  thcrf 
appeased  in  open  town  meetings  and  dddAined  it  wm  their 
intention  strictly  to  obeerre  t&edvicei  direction  endre« 
aoiyet  of  the  Contiiiental  Congrets,  and  that  they  had  no 
dam,  intention  or  design,  to  act  fixini  anj  antiiority  by 
^firtne  of  their  conmuMtongy  and^  flirther,  thai  they  never 
wonkL  The  vote,  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  upon  the  ques* 
tion  whether  what  they  had  said  was  satisfactory  to  the 
town,  was  decided  in  the  negative.  The  records  abun- 
dantly show  that  the  burdens  and  expenses  of  the  war 
were  borne  by  the  people  of  Granby  with  zeah>Ud  and  pa» 
triotic  devotion. 

In  1770,  t]i(  town  voted  to  raise  twenty  pounds  for  the 
sup}>(Ji  t  ot  scliuuls,  and  to  expend  it  in  hireing  school 
marsters."  In  1854,  $850  was  raised  ibr  the  support  of 
schools.  The  number  of  school  districts  is  nine.  The 
population  of  the  town  in  1840  was  doO;  in  ISaO,  Ij0l3; 
increase  in  ten  yearsi  63. 

GREENWICH. 

Tills  township  is  situatetl  in  a  valley,  skirted  on  eitlier 
side  by  a  range  of  hills,  and  wfUered  by  the  East  and  West 
branches  of  Swift  river,  wliicli  atlbrd  several  fine  mill  seats. 
The  average  leiiirtli  of  tlie  town  is  about  six  miles,  from 
North  to  South,  and  the  average  width,  about  two  and  a 
half  miles,  from  Efist  to  West.  The  main  divisions  of  tlip 
town  are  known  as  Greenwich  Plain  iumI  (  uxm  nwich  Vil- 
lage. The  town  exhibit-^  several  natural  features  that 
attract  the  eye  of  the  traveler,  and  ntrord  a  line  diversity 
of  landscape.  Numerous  ponds  are  scattered  over  its 
siur&08«  Mount  Pomeroy  and  Mount  Liza  lift  their  pecu- 
liar conical  ftfins,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  apart,  each  hold- 
ing company  with  the  tradition  that  gave  it  its  name. 
Mount  Pomeroy  received  its  name,  it  is  said,  from  a  com- 
bat which  a  man  that  name  had  with  a  bear  upon  its 
teoeilocy,  and  Mount  Xoaa  perpetuates  a  part  of  the  name 
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of  Eli2:ab@tli,  the  name  of  an  Indian  captive  who  was 
buried  there.  The  two  branches  of  Swift  riv  er  present  a 
singolar  anomaly  in  some  parts  of  their  course.  For  a 
considerable  distance,  the  East  branch  runs  towards  the 
North,  and  the  West  branch  towards  the  South,  the  space 
between  them  being  only  about  13^  rods.  The  East  branch 
discharges  its  waters  into  Moose  pond*  The  outlet  of  this 
pond  unites  with  the  West  branch,  anrl  passes  on  to  the 
Chioopee  River.  On  the  land  of  Mr.  D.  Blackmer  are 
two  rocking  bouldersi  that  have  received  public  notice* 
The  are  of  many  tuns  in  weight,  and  rest  upon  a  flat  rock. 
A  slight  degree  of  power  applied  hj  lever  serves  to  put 
them  in  motion. 

The  original  Indian  name  of  the  territcny,  embraced  in 
the  town,  was  ^  Quabbin.''  On  the  SOth  of  June^  1732, 
the  General  Court  granted  se^n  townships  of  huid,  eau 
miles  square  each,  to  the  descendants  of  the  soldiers  who 
destroyed  the  Narraganset  fort»  on  the  Idth  of  December^ 
1675.  The  number  of  soldiers  was  840.  This  gave  a 
township  of  six  miles  square  to  each  120  soldiers.  These 
townships  were  granted  on  condition  that  each  township 
should  setUe  at  least  60  families  on  its  territory  within 
seven  years  after  the  grant,  settle  a  learned,  Orthodox 
minister,  and  lay  out  a  lot  of  land  for  him  and  one  for  the 
school.  If  these  conditions  were  not  complied  with,  the 
grant  was  to  be  void.  On  the  6th  of  June,  1733,  the  pro- 
Drietore  met  on  Boston  Common,  at  2  o'clock  in  the  aR;er- 
M>on,  when  they  voted  that  the  grantees  should  be  divided 
nto  seven  societies,  one  township  to  be  given  to  each 
society.  Narraganset  township  No.  4  Avas  first  laid  uuL  in 
New  Hampshire,  but  the  committee  repoi  led  that  it  was 
not  lit  for  a  settlement.  Accordingly,  on  the  14th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1737,  the  General  Court  granted  to  the  proprietors 
)f  No.  4  the  territory  of  Quabbin,  in  exchange  for  the 
New  ILiiiipshire  township.  After  surveying  Quabbin,  it 
was  tbund  to  cuniain  considerably  less  than  six  miles  square. 
So  tlie  Court  granted  a  tract  of  Inml  lying  West  of,  and 
iidjuiiiing  to,  Hatfield,  bulBcient  tonuike  up  the  full  amount 
of  territory  to  which  the  grantees  were  entitled.  This 
tract  is  now  embraced  within  the  boundaries  o£  Chester- 
field. 

In  pursuance  of  a  warrant  pxopeiiy  isaued,  the  proline^ 
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tots  of  Quahllin  met  on  the  14th  of  May,  174U,  at  tlie 
house  of  Edmund  Taylor.  At  this  meeting  they  voted  to 
V)uiIJ  a  meeting  house  40  by  u(J  ieet  in  ground  dimenaions, 
and  20  feet  between  joints.  It  was  subsequently  altered 
to  35  by  4j  feet,  but  the  house  was  not  finished  until  1745 
or  1746,  because  hoards  could  not  be  procured,  as  there 
was  no  saw  mill  in  the  sr  tt It  incut.  The  house  was  built 
upon,  or  near,  the  spot  where  Capt.  N.  Powers'  house  now 
stands.  Eaeii  jiroprlctor  was  taxed  furty  sliilli]]^  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  building  the  house,  and  ten  shillings  to 
defray  the  expen.ses  of  preaching  for  tw^elve  mooths.  Kev. 
Pelatiah  Webster,  the  first  minister,  was  settled  December 
20,  1749.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Yale  College  in  1746, 
and  was  dismissed  in  October,  1755*  He  was  succeeded 
bj  Bev.  Robert  Cutler  of  CMBbiidge,  a  graduate  of  Har- 
vard College  in  1741,  who  was  installed  Fdb.  13,  1760, 
and  who  died  February  24,  1786,  at  the  age  of  68.  Mr. 
Cutler  was  §acoeeded  by  Rev.  Joseph  Blodgett  of  Stafford, 
Cfc,  who  was  settled  November  8,  1786,  and  who  died 
Nonrember  26,  1833,  at  the  age  of  76.  Rev.  Joseph  H. 
Patrick  was  settled  as  colleague  pastor  November  17, 18dO« 
He  was  a  native  of  Warren,  and  a  graduate  of  Brown 
University  in  1817»  Rev.  Edward  F*  BlodgeCt  is  the 
present  pastor. 

The  first  saw  miD  and  grist  mill  were  bnilt:  idxNit  the 
year  1745,  near,  or  on  the  spot  where  David  .AJleb's*  miUs 
now  stand,at  Greenwich  vilhge.  The  first  setdanent  was 
eommeneed  aboat  the  year  17l2^  by  fimuUes  of  the  name 
of  Gibbs^  Hynd8»  Powers,  Rogers,  Coolej  and  Patterson* 
This  atatement  of  tiie  first  settlement  is  confirmed  in'tha 
inscription  on  a  tombstone  now  standing  in  the  town : 

<^  Here  lies,  entombed  beneath  the  ground, 
The  first  man  bom  within  this  town. 

Faith  in  his  Savior  he  profef^sed  : 
We  trust  in  Him  he's  now  at  rest.'' 

Mr.  Patterson,  the  man  alluded  to,  died  April  19, 1811^ 
at  the  age  of  79  years,  and  was  consequently  bom  in  1782. 
These  settlers  were  prinei pally  from  Brookfield  and  Con- 
necticut, though  Felt  states  that  the  town  was  settled  by  a 
colony  from  the  Noi  th  of  Ireland.  The  settlement  may 
have  been  mixed,  and  both  statements  thuB  correct. 
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Greenwich  was  originallj  a  considerable  resort  far 
•  Indiansy  as  is  testified  by  tbeir  rude  arrows  and  implemerats^ 
as  ^  the  ploogh««hare  turns  tbem  out,"  but  no  depredations 
upon  the  wMtes,  of  importance^  were  ever  eflfected  bj 
them. 

In  the  Bevolntionaiy  struggle,  Greenwich  was  not  back* 
ward  in  furnishing  its  proportion  of  men  and  munitions  of 
war.  The  town,  however,  took  quite  an  active  part  on  the 
side  of  Slmys  in  the  rebellion  which  bears  his  name.  The 
records  show  that,  at  the  close  of  the  insurrection,  fifty 
citizens  of  the  town  found  it  necessary  to  take  the  oath  of 
alle^j^iance  to  the  Commonwealth. 

In  Greenwich  village  there  is  considerable  mannfactur- 
mrr  business  carried  on.  There  are  a  scythe  factory,  two 
saw  mills,  one  grist  mill,  and  two  fork  and  rake  factories. 
There  are  other  mills  in  various  parts  of  the  town,  of  less 
importance.  The  plating  business  is  carried  on  to  a  oon- 
sitl("ra1)le  extent  a  Greenwich  Plain  by  Messrs.  Douglass 
and  Dank,  who  employ  ten  hands.  The  population  of  the 
town  in  1840  was  850 ;  in  ISdO,  811 decrease  in  ten  ^ 
jearsy  3d, 

HADLET. 

Hadley  is  one  of  the  old,  mother  towns  of  the  Connecti- 
cut valley,  and  has  along  and  interesting  history.  A  large 
mass  of  information  concerning  its  settlement,  and  its  con- 
nection vrhh  the  Indian  wars,  has  already  been  given  in 
the  outline  history,  [vol.  1,  p.  54 — 58,]  and  no  repetitions 
will  be  indulged  in,  further  than  to  give  unity  and  coherence 
to  the  narrative.  The  settlement  was  commenced  in  1659 
by  a  company  of  persons  residing  in  Hartfi>rd,  Wetherah 
field  and  Windsor,  in  Connecticut.  The  company  held  a 
meeting  at  the  lionse  of  Nathaniel  Ward,  one  of  the  com- 
pany, in  Plartford,  on  the  18th  of  April,  1659,  where  69, 
and  one  set  down  as  "  not  fully  engaged,"  signed  an  agree- 
ment for  their  mutual  regulation  and  government,  pledging 
themselves  to  remove  to  the  plantations  "  purchased  of 
the  Indians  at  Nolwotogg  on  the  £ast  side  of  Quonnecticol!^ 
beside  Northampton,"  as  early  as  the  20th  of  September 
of  the  following  year ;  to  pay  their  several  proportions  of 
0ie  land  purchased,  as  well  as  for  the  purohaBe  of  HodOAA^ 
um,  (which  had  been  inoftgaged  by  the  Indkns  to  Jostph 
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and  not  to  sell  tlieir  Umd  unlil  they  bad  lived  in  the  town 
ftr  tluee  Tean,  and,  afterwards,  to  none  bat  sncfa  as  the 
town  sbonld  appioye.  It  was  also  agreed  that  tbose  wbo 
went  up  within  three  weeks  from  that  time  should  have 
fheir  choice  in  lots,  provided  they  took  them  together.  On 
the  22d  of  November,  1659,  a  committee  of  seven,  chosen 
for  the  purpose,  made  an  asses.sment  of  £180,  to  paj  for 
land,  and  the  minister's  maintenance. 

Twenty  of  the  sixty  persons  who  si«?ned  the  agreement 
to  settle  at  lludky  did  not  settle  there,  and  only  IJ  took 
their  places.  Land  on  the  West  side  of  the  river  (now 
Hattield)  had  been  purchased,  and  six  of  the  iters  set- 
tled there,  while  47  settled  upon  the  East  side,  to  the  iaticr 
of  which  home-lots  were  allotted,  containing  about  eight 
acres  each.  These  lots  were  arranged  on  each  side  of  a 
street  20  rods  wide,  and  were  occupied  on  the  West  side, 
commencing  at  the  North  end,  as  lollow  :  bamuel  Gard- 
ner, Chilleab  Smith,  Joseph  Baldwin,  Robert  Boltwood, 
Francis  Barnard,  John  Ilawkes,  Richard  Church,  Henry 
Clarke,  Stephen  Ferry,  Andrew  Warner,  John  Marsh, 
Timothy  Nash,  John  Webster,  (ex-deputy  ^rovemor  of 
Connecticut,)  Wm.  Goodwin,  John  Crow,  Sanmcl  Moody, 
Nathaniel  Ward,  Williani  TVrnrkham,  Jc-ojih  KcUolt;:;.  On 
the  East  side,  commencin<]^  at  the  same  end,  the  aiioinu  nt?? 
were  as  follow  :  Wm.  Pixley,  John  Taylor,  John  Ingram, 
N.  Nichols,  (lots  of  two  acres  each  lying  along  the  river, 
and  now  all  swept  away  by  the  river,)  Wm.  Partrigg, 
Thomas  Col^Ban,  Samuel  Smith,  Philip  Smith,  Richard 
Montague,  John  Dickinson,  Samuel  Porter,  Thomas  Wells, 
John  Hubbard,  (sequestered  lot,)  Mr.  Russell,  (the  minis- 
ter,) John  Barnard,  Andrew  Bacon,  Nathaniel  Stanley, 
Thomas  Stanley,  John  White,  Peter  TUton,  Wbou  Lewia^ 
Biehaid  Goodman ;  Wm.  Westwood  and  Aaron  Cooke, 
(together,)  Thomas  Dickinson,  Nathaniel  Dickinson  and 
Mr.  Rufiselly  senior.  None  of  the  lots  on  the  West  side  of 
the  street  are  in  the  possession  of  the  families  to  which 
they  were  originallj  allotted.  On  the  £ast  side  three 
hmS^  jet  remain  on  the  bts  of  tin  ir  ancestors,  lived  on 
by  thtta  nearly  t^o  centuries  ago.  They  are  the  descend- 
ants of  Biefaaxd  Meptagna^  Sanmel  Foxter  and  John 
White. 
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Tim  first  town  meeting  was  held  at  the  hooM  of- Attdrew 
Warner,  October  8,  1660.   ""The  first  thiag  inqoired,'' 

6a j8  the  record,  was,  who  are  inhabitants  according  to 
order  in  this  place/'  It  was  Toted  that  all  who^mij^  8e<k 
tie  on  the  West  side  of  the  river,  should  be  one  with  those 
on  the  East  aide,  in  matters  both  ecclesiastical  and  civil. 
The  ealarjr  paid  their  pastor,  Rev.  John  Russell,  was  £80 
per  annimu  The  amn  was  afterwards  reduced  to  £70,  and, 
still  Urt^r,  raised  to  £dO.  Am  inhabiteata  increased,  the 
laying  out  of  land  became  an  imporlaAt  laatter,  aad  m 
1661,  the  town  adopted  a  by-faiw  that  all  their  lands  should 
be  laid  out  by  two  common  measurersi  who  were  to  mt 
stakes  ftont  and  rear,  with  the  initiala  of  each  man's  name 
upon  his  atikei  and  to  keep  a  tme  record  of  their  doings. 
Three  peno&per  tiere  was  voted  aa  a  oompensatioii  for 
their  aerviceB.  Samuel  Smith,  Jr.,  and  Peter  Tilton  were 
the  first  ehofien. 

The  orij^md  street  is  now  known  as  West  street,  and 
has  always  been  the  most  thiddy  aetded  part  of  the  towiEL 
In  1776,  the  original  widdi  of  the  street  wto  reduced  to 
18  rods,  and  there  has  piobal^y  been  some  fartheir  'rsdne** 
tion  iince^  The  land  at  North  Hadley  and  Hoekunum  was 
laid  out  much  earlier  than  that  further  East.  In  1 683,  the 
midcHe  street,  or  that  on  which  the  town  hall,  and  the  First 
Congregational  Church  now  stand,  was  laid  out.  The  lots 
contained  about  six  acres  each,  and  the  street  waa  to  L>o 
twenty  rods  wide,  but  it  is  now  mudi  narrower. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  170(>,  it  was  voted  that  three 
miles  and  one-fourth  Eastward  froiii  the  meeting  house, 
and  extending  from  Mt.  Holyoke  Northward  about  five 
miles,  to  Mill  river,  should  lie  as  common  land  forever,  and 
it  was  not  until  the  10th  of  May,  1731,  that  this  vote  wa« 
reconsidered.  It  was  then  decided  to  divide  it  amonpr  the 
then  inhabitants,  and  apportion  it  according  to  the  number 
of  polls  and  the  real  estate  assessed  to  each,  in  the  pre- 
ceding January  list  for  the  payment  of  town  debts.  In- 
dians, mulattoes,  negro  servants  and  polls,  in  the  list,  were 
**  esteemed"  at  £3  each.  They  thus  passed  from  the  pos- 
session of  the  town  into  the  hands  of  proprietors,  by  and 
among  whom  tliey  were  laid  out  in  seven  divisions,  about 
the  years  1742  and  1743.  These  lands  were  known  fisthe 
'^Hadlejr  Inner  CommoBs,''  and  thia  deaigoataon  ia 
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reti^kwd*lniiiiiij  of  the  deeds  waweymg  them  ia  tale. 

They  were  surveyed  by  Nathaniel  Kellogg,  and  the  record 
of  the  divisions,  with  the  names  of  the  individuals  timong 
whom  tin  y  were  divided,  and  the  plans  of  luur  divisions 
laid  down  on  parchment,  are  sttU  lii  existenee. 

On  the  7th  of  May,  1G73,  the  Geneiitl  Court  defined 
the  boundjiries  of  the  town  as  "  extending  from  the  meet- 
ing house  five  miles  np  the  river,  five  miles  down  the  riv- 
er, and  from  tlni  iiiriMinfr  hou?e  six  mile<*  Ensstward."  In 
1(182,  the  inliahitnnts  petitioned  the  General  Court  for  an 
addition  to  their  hounds  Southward,  wliich  was  trraiiUni  in 
May.  1088,  and  four  miles  sqiuirr  added  to  tlie  towiu  to  be 
boundr  I  W«'st  by  the  Conneetieut  river.  liy  refernni^  to 
the  Outline  History,  [vol.  1,  p.  55,]  it  will  be  seen  that 
this  latter  grant  covered  only  the  ground  as  it  was  laid  out 
originally  by  the  first  eommittee,  which  extended  South- 
erly **  to  the  head  of  the  Fails  above  Springfield."  In- 
cluding the  lands  on  the  West  side  of  the  river,  it  will  be 
seen  that  Hadley  once  contained  the  present  towns  of 
Hadley,  Amherst,  South  Hadley,  Hatfield,  Granby  and  a 
part  of  Wbately.  Besides  the  reduction  of  the  limits  of 
the  M  town  by  the  iru  nrporation  of  the  towns  mentioned, 
the  town  has  been  further  reduced  at  foar  several  times 
since  the  incorporation  of  Amherst,  by  setting  off  land  to 
that  town,  riz :  John  Dickinson  and  others'  with  abont  70 
acres  of  land^  at  the  North  East  part  of  the  town,  in 
1789 ;  Elias  Smith,  with  that  part  of  his  farm  lying  in 
Hadley,  in  1811 ;  John  Nutting  and  others  with  a  large 
tract  of  kmd  at  the  South  East  comer  of  the  town  in 
1812,  and  about  1,000  acres  at  the  North  East  comer  in 
1814.  The  ^  Ox-bow^  in  Hockanum  meadows,  cut  off 
b^  the  flood  of  1840,  was  annexed  to  Northampton  in 
1850. 

Most  of  the  mill  sites  were  granted  by  the  town  to  indi- 
viduals or  eompanies  at  an  early  date.  The  lirst  grist  mill 
was  built  on  the  We^t  side  of  the  river,  now  Hatfield,  in 
16G1,  by  Goodman  iMeakins,  and  the  town  ))romised  to  do 
all  their  oidinary  grinding  there,  provided  said  Meakins 
should  attend  to  the  terms  of  the  I'ovenant  entered  into. "  and 
make  fiood  meale."  But  it  wji-  Inund  (juite  burdensome 
to  those  living  on  the  Kast  side  ol"  t!u'  river  to  earry  their 
grain  across,  and,  acoordiingly,  in  X6t>2,  the  town  hired 
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Thomas  Wells  and  John  Hubbert  to  carry  their  grain 
across  th(^  river,  and  return  it  when  LTouud.  For  tliis  j)nr- 
pose,  tlicy  were  to  call  upon  the  inhabitants  every  Tuesday 
and  Saturday,  wIjo  were  to  have  their  bags  filled  and 
marked.  The  carriers  received  3d.  per  bushel  for  their 
services,  to  be  paid  in  wheat  at  3s.  6d.  per  bushel,  or  In- 
dian com  at  ^s.  3d.  In  1667,  the  people  voted  their  desire 
to  have  a  mill  on  the  East  side,  and  the  matter  resulted  in 
the  building  of  a  mill  on  Mill  river,  at  NortkHadley,  prob- 
ably the  same  year.  William  Goodwin,  aided  by  the 
town,  built  tliis  mill,  and  it  was  the  second  grist  mill  in  the 
town.  The  third  grist  mill  site,  on  Fort  river,  was  taken 
up  and  built  upon  hj  Edmund  Hubbard  and  others,  about 
1750*  The  last  two  are  now  the  onlj  grist  mills  in  the 
town.  Grants  for  saw  mills  were  made  on  Mill  river,  Fort 
river,  Stony  river  and  Bachelor^s  river,  (the  last  two  in 
South  Hadley).  A  condition,  sometimes  enjoined,  that 
they  shall  saw  to  the  halves  when  they  saw  other  men's 
logs'*  would  not  be  objected  to  now,  probably,  except  by 
those  who  are  owners  of   other  men's  logs.*' 

The  early  inhabitants  were  firm  friends  of  general  edu- 
cation. They  made  provision  £or  the  education  of  all  the 
children  in  tiie  town,  and  measures  were  occasionally  in- 
stituted to  invito  or  compel  their  att^dance.  In  1676,  it 
was  voted  that  the  selectmen  and  their  successors,  annu- 
jUIv.  should  take  a  list  of  all  children  from  six  years  old  to 
twi'lve,  which  should  ''be  compellable,  if  not  sent  to 
school,  to  pay  annually  according  to,  and  equally  with, 
those  that  are  sent;  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  uiullroiu 
six  years  old  to  continue  till  twelve  at  school,  exeejit  they 
attain  a  ripeuess  and  dexterity  in  inferior  learning,  as 
writing  and  reading,  which  shall  be  judged  by  the  school- 
master." 

A  portion  of  the  town  lying  Easterly  of  Mt.  Warner, 
was,  for  a  long  time,  ealled  Partridge,  Partrigg  or  Patrick 
Swamp,  though  tliere  is  but  little  svrnm]^  ihi^vp.  In  the 
old  records  it  was  Avritten  Partrigg  bwanip;'  and  it 
probably  took  its  name  from  Samuel  Partrigg,  a  distin- 
guished man,  both  in  the  town  and  county,  who  had  a  grant 
there.  The  name  of  the  locality  was  changed  to  Plain- 
vUle  about  1830. 

Extracts  from  the  old  records  will  best  illustrate  the 
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ha'bits  of  the  people  aiul  their  mannf-r  of  douig  busin' 
March  4,  IGfiO,  it  was  voted  that  whosoever  leaves  '  j  i  a 
ye  gate,  or  ye  rails  or  bars,  that  leads  into  ye  meailow, 
^liall  forfeit  to  ye  town  2  shiiliii;:"^  and  f^ix-ponci;  for  every 
such  offense.  If  they  be  left  open  by  boy  or  girl,  ye  mas- 
ter or  parents  shall  pay  ye  penaltie,"  June  11,  1661,  it 
was  ^  voted  that  Goodman  Monta<^ue  shall  be  a  common 
hajward  for  ye  town  this  year,  and  he  is  to  have  twelve 
pence  for  every  beast,  hog  or  shoate,  and  2  shillings  for 
every  horse  or  mare  that  he  bring  out  of  je  meadow,  and 
1  M  illing  8  pence  for  eyerj  score  of  sheep."  March  24^ 
1674,  it  was  voted  that  whoever  shall  run  any  race,  or 
inor^nately  gallop  any  horse,  mare  or  gelding,  in  any  of 
ye  streets  belongmg  to  this  town  of  Hadley,  shall  pay  for 
eveiy  such  default  3  shillings  4  pence  a  person."  May  3, 
1693,  it  was  voted  ^'that  aU  Heds  from  16  year  old  and 
upward  shall  work  one  day  each  year  at  ye  bieways,  and 
in  ye  next  place  he  that  hath  20  acres  of  medow  land,  to 
worke  one  day  ^or  his  land,  and  soe  proporshonly  for  gra- 
ter or  lesser  quantities.*'  On  the  same  date  it  was  voted, 
^  that  aU  Heds  from  14  yere  old  and  upwards  shall  worke 
one  day  annually  when  called  out  by  ye  selectmen,  to  cut 
brush  or  clean  ye  comons  in  ye  month  of  June."  The  two 
last  formed  part  of  a  code  of  by-laws,  presented  to  the 
Court  in  Spriii^rfield,  and  by  it  approved  September  20, 
160.^.  The  brush  wore  cut  to  previMit  the  Indian^  from 
skulking  beliind  them.  March  liVJo,  it  was  voted  by 
ye  lowue  that  no  man  carri  or  sell  any  timber  out  of  yo 
towne."  This  vote  was  taken  on  account  of  the  scarcity 
of  timber,  consequent  upon  the  frequent  burnini]^  over  of 
the  plains.  February  6,  172o,  the  town  stated  that 
"whereas  it  is  jud.L^ed  as  ]n'u<lenshall  by  to  inhabitants  of 
our  town  to  have  carts  nuide  wider,  therefore,  voted:  That 
whatsoever  parson  or  parsons  shall  be  found  to  go  with  his 
or  llieir  extrees  of  their  carts  less  than  tour  Ibote  from  one 
shoulder  of  their  extrees  to  the  other,  after  the  20  of 
March  Ensuing,  shall  forfeit  as  a  fine  to  the  towne  five 
shillings  for  every  such  offence."  March  6, 1738,  "  voted 
to  raise  in  the  next  towne  tax  £62,  to  be  given  to  Mr. 
Hezekiah  Porter  of  Farmington,  bone-setter,  in  considera- 
tion that  he  come  and  settle  in  Hadley  and  continue  with 
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US ;  and  in  case  he  settles  in  Xortliampton  or  Hatfield,  tHeii 
£d2  of  said  money  to  be  given  him." 

Durioi;  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  while  ihe  irritatinff 
and  exciting  events  preceding  it  were  transpiring,  the  iu- 
hahitants  of  the  town  Bhared  largely  in  the  spirit  which 
animated  the  great  majority  of  the  American  people.  It 
was  voted.  May  29,  1772,  "that  the  Representatives  of 
this  town  he  instructed,  and  they  arc  herehy  iustrucled,  to 
use  their  utmost  intiuenee  and  j)ower  in  the  next  session 
of  the  General  Assenihly,  that  our  grievances  may  be 
made  known  to  His  IMajesty,  that  tlie  same  may  be  re- 
dressed." But  independence  does  not  appear  at  first  to 
have  been  the  expectation  or  desire  of  the  people,  and  they 
attributed  the  origin  of  their  difficulties  to  "  evil  minded 
persons,"  who  misrepresented  them  at  the  British  Court 
All  efforts  for  redress  failing,  however,  and  new  grievan- 
ces arising,  they  became  fully  prepared  for  the  separation. 
In  1774,  the  town  built  a  powder  house,  purchasing  four 
half  barrels  of  powder,  and  offering  a  bpunty  for  those 
who  would  spend  half  a  day  a  week,  for  fifteen  weeks,  in 
« learning  to  train."  On  the  30th  of  May,  1776,  it  was 
voted  to  sustain  the  American  Congress  if  it  should  declare 
the  colonies  independent. 

The  Connecticut  river,  bounding  the  town  on  the  West,  ^ 
is  crossed  from  the  center  of  the  town  to^  Northampton  by 
a  covered  toll  bridge,  and  bv  a  ferry,  from  Hockanum.  A 
ferry  at  the  North  part  of  the  town  crosses  ^to  Hatfield. 
At  the  North  end  of  the  West,  or  principal  street,  the  river 
bears  off  to  the  West,  and,  taking  a  dicuit  of  several  miles 
around  the  great  meadow,  somewhat  in  the  form  of  an  ox- 
bow, returns  to  the  South  end  of  the  street,  leaving  the 
distance  across  the  neck  something  less  than  a  mile.  For 
a  great  numlxn*  of  years,  tlie  river  lias  been  wearing  into 
the  bank  on  tlie  ujiper  side  of  this  neck,  which  is  the  North 
end,  both  of  West  and  INIiddle  streets.  The  town  has  re- 
peatedly, in  its  corporate  capacity,  aidt^d  in  arresting  i*s 
eneroaehments.  One  of  the  earliest  instances  was  in  1730, 
when  it  was  voted  that  every  man  in  the  town  should  work 
one  djiy  on  the  river  bank,  "  to  k<'ep  it  fr-oni  wearing." 
In  181 1),  the  Legislature,  upon  petition  of  the  inhabitants, 
granted  to  tlic  town  S2,750.  to  ;ii(I  in  dclense  against  the  riv- 
er, upon  condition  that  an  ecpial  sum  should  be  raised  for 
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the  same  purpose  by  the  town,  and  by  the  indiyidiialfl  more 
immediately  exposed.   The  terms  were  complied  with,  and 

the  money  was  principally  expended  in  driving  piles  near 
low  water  mark,  and  filling  in  with  brusli  and  stones.  Jjy 
tliis  means,  the  wearing  has  been  arretted.  Tiie  bunk,  at 
this  point,  has  probably  been  worn  away  not  less  than  75 
rods  since  the  settlement  of  the  town.  During  Bonic  of 
the  higliest  freshets,  upon  the  river.  West  street,  for  nearly 
or  quite  its  Sciuthern  half,  has  been  covered  with  water, 
filling  cellars  and  doinp^  other  damage.  The  water  was 
never  so  high  as  during  the  great  freshest  of  1H51.  It  set 
back  Un\  or  fifteen  rods  North  of  Academy  str<'pt,  from 
which  point  Southward  tlie  street  presented  an  unbroken 
sheet  of  water.  Carriages  could  not  cross  the  street  on 
the  road  to  Northampton,  and  the  water  between  West  and 
Middle  streets,  in  the  road  to  Amherst,  was  two  or  three 
feet  deep,  both  East  and  West  of  the  Academy.  Dikes 
were  t)m>wn  up  at  the  North  end  of  the  streets,  but  the 
overflowing  of  the  river  was  not  entirely  prevented  at  that 
point,  and  a  sU^t  current,  i'or  some  hours,  ran  across  the 
neck  between  the  streets,  llierc  was  nothing  of  this  kind 
in  the  "Jefierson  Flood  '  of  1801. 

The  materiaifl  £ot  the  history  of  the  first  church  are  ex- 
tremely  meager.  No  church  record  is  in  existence  of  an 
earlier  date  than  1766)  and  the  first  two  ministers  probaUj 
kept  no  records.  Those  kept  by  Mr.  Williams  and  Dr. 
Hopkins  previous  to  1766,  were  burnt  that  year,  with  the 
dwelling  house  of  the  latter.  The  church  was  organized 
in  1659,  probably  before  the  first  members  left  Hartford 
and  Wethersfidd.  Their  first  minister,  Bev.  John  Bus- 
sell,  came  with  them.  He  died  after  a  ministry  of  3B 
years,  December  10, 1692,  in  the  66th  year  of  his  age. 
He  was  a  man  of  great  decision  of  character,  and  acknowl- 
edged as  a  governor  by  his  people.  His  house  was  for 
sometime  the  home  of  the  two  re<^icide  judges,  GoUb  and 
Wlialley.  The  second  minister.  Rev.  Isaac  Chauncej,  was 
ordained  in  the  latter  part  of  1G'.)">,  or  tlie  early  purl  of 
IG'JG.  lie  died  May  2,  1715,  aged  71.  lie  continued  in 
the  active  exerci;ie  of  hi>  liiinistry  only  about  years, but 
received  his  support  until  liis  death.  In  January,  1738-9, 
it  was  voted  "  to  hire  n  minister  to  assist  ye  Rev.  Mr. 
Chauucey,  our  Pastor,  iu  tlid  work  of  the  ministry  a  auar^ 
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tor  of  a  year  or  longer."  Afler  this  year  his  labors  ceased, 
probably  on  acooont  of  growing  infirmity*  His  soccessor, 
Rev*  Chester  Wiiliams  of  Pomiret,  Ct,  was  ordained  in 
the  latter  part  of  1740,  or  the  early  part  pf  1741,  and 
died  October  13,  1753,  aged  86.  Mr.  Williams  was  a 
member  and  the  scribe  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Council  that 
mti  at  rsurthampton,  June  22,  1750,  and  dismissed  Rev. 
tlonathun  Ed^Yards  Iruin  llic  pastorate  of  the  First  Cliurch 
in  lliat  town. 

Aceompaiiying  the  call  to  Mr.  Willi.'iins  to  settle  in  the 
ministry,  wore  votes  otleriiig  aten-aore  house  lot  "for  him, 
hi-  lieirs  an<l  a->ignG  forever,  and  three  hundred  pounds  in 
iiH>.iev."  T\ii^  was  his  "settlement."  His  salary,  during 
the  lite  thiie  of  Mr.  Chauncey,  was  £140  in  money  and  the 
u-<'  of  certain  lands,  or  £'30  in  money  at  hi^  <dection ;  and 
atier  tlic  death  of  Mr.  Cliauncey,  £180  annually,  with  the 
use  of  the  land,  or  £i]0  at  hi«?  option.  His  salary  was  to 
be  made  equal  to  silver  at  28  shillings  per  ounce,  and  a 
suflReieney  of  fire-wwd  to  be  annually  provided.  In  his 
answer,  he  expressed  his  lears  that  this  provision  might  not 
prove  ample  enough  for  his  support,  but  signified  his  ac- 
ceptance, trusting  the  honor  of  the  town  to  provide  more 
Kberally  if  there  should  l)e  need.  Mr.  Williams  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Rev.  Samuel  Hopkins,  T).  D.,  (son  of  Rev. 
Samuel  Hopkins  of  West  Springfield,)  who  was  ordained 
February  26,  1755,  and  died  March  8,  1811,  in  the  57th 
year  of  his  ministry,  aged  81.  His  mother  was  a  sister  of 
President  Edwards,  and  he  was  himself  a  cousin  of  Rev. 
Samuel  Hopkins,  D.  D.,  of  Newport,  the  father  of  the 
Hopkinsian  system.  Dr.  Hopkins  married  the  Widow  of 
his  predecessor,  Mr.  Williams.  Five  of  her  daughters 
(the  eldest,  Martha,  was  the  child  of  Mr.  Williams,  and 
was  very  young  at  her  fathers  death)  ^  were  married  to 
the  five  following  clergymen:  Dr.  Emmons  of  Franklin, 
Dr.  Spring  of  Newbaryport,  Dr.  Austin  of  Worcester, 
Eev.  Leonard  Worcester  of  Peacham,  Vermont,  and  Rev. 
William  Riddel,  settled  first  in  Bristol,  Maine, — afterwards 
in  Whitingham,  Vermont.  These  five  divines,  all  of  them 
dear  thinkers,  were  all  11  rm  disciples  of  Hopkins  (of  New- 
port). Their  wives  also  were  intellii^rnt  theologians  of  the 
Hopkinsian  school.  Few  men  could  cope  with  them  in 
Wgument,    Dr.  11,  uUo  had  another  own  daughter,  mar* 
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Tied  to  a  gentleman,  who^  at  the  time  of  his  marriage,  was 
prepared  and  expecting  to  preach  the  j^ospel ;  hut  ill  health 
prevented  his  doing  so  luure  than  a  Irw  times."  In  ids 
'  call,  Mr.  I Fopkin**  was  offered  two  Inmdred  pouiid.-i  lawful 
money,  scttlemenl,  an  iuinual  saiaiy  ui'  sixty  pounds,  to  be 
governed  by  the  necessaries  of  life,  the  impru\  cim  nt  of 
all  precinct  lands,  and  his  lii  »'\vood.  In  his  au»wer,  he 
expressed  doubts  of  the  FuHu  icncy  of  the  annual  salary, 
and  proposed  that  after  two  yt'ar.<,  six  pounds,  thirteen 
shillin<zs  and  lour-|)ence  be  added  to  it.  The  precinct 
voted  U)  comply  with  his  suggestion,  with  the  £(>liowing 
curious  provision : 

''That  the  annual  Salary  shall  rise  or  fall  in  the  Nominal 
Sum,  as  the  Ei^ht  Articles  hereafter  mentioned  shall  rise  or 
fall  from  the  Prize*?  now  agreed  upon  by  Mr.  Hopkins  &  the 
Committee:  viz.  The  Advaoce  by  the  Wholesale  Merchant 
on  Kni^Iish  Goocl.>?,  bein*?  now  One  Hiintired  k  Seventy  Pounds 
Jawtiil  money  lor  Of*e  Hundred  PonnJs  Sterlinix:  The  Hus- 
bandman's Labour  in  Summer,  Two  Shilliny^s  per  Day  ;  Men's 
Shoes  Six  Shillinfjs  per  Pair:  Wheat  four  Shillings  per 
Bushel;  Rie  Two  Shi  1  lings  &  Eight  Pence  per  bushel;  In- 
dian Com  Two  Shillings  per  bushel  ;  Fall  Beef  One  Penny, 
Two  Farthings  half  farthing  per  Pound,  &  Pork  Two  Penee 
Two  farthings  per  Pound,  (in  the  Town  of  Hadley  or  County 
of  Hampshire)  And  that  each  £ighth  Part  of  the  Salary  is  to 
rise,  or  fall,  as  Each  of  the  said  ArticlcB  shall  rise,  or  fall : 
That  is  to  say.  One  Ei;,^htli  by  One  Article  &  another  Kighth 
by  another  Article^  and  so  on." 

Under  his  ministryf  303  persons  were  added  te  the 
chorch,  between  1766  and  1805.  Many  of  these  were 
admitted  without  professing  oonveraion.  In  his  half  oen- 
.  tury  sermon,  preached  in  1805,  he  laments,  with  much 
liaeling,  that  his  long  ministry  had  been  so  little  blessed  ia 
the  conversioD  of  sonls. 

Bey.  John  Woodbridge,  D.  D.,  a  native  of  Southamp- 
ton, and  a  grraduato  of  AVilliams  Colle«?e  in  1804,  was  or- 
dained as  colleague  of  Dr.  Hopkins  June  20,  1810,  and 
remained  pastor  of  the  church  umil  September  15,  1830, 
when  lie  wa>  dismissed  to  take  the  pastorate  of  the  liow- 
ery  Presbyterian  Church  in  Xcw  York  city.  During  Dr. 
W.'s  ministry,  the  church  en  joyt  d  sev(  ral  re\  ivals.  The 
most  remarkable  occurred  in  1810.  It  is  still  spoken  of 
as  "  the  greatxevival."  During  that  year,  187  persons  were 
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leceiyed  into  the  churclk  During  the  twenty  yeara  of  hit 
labors,  405  were  admitted. — Rev.  John  Brown,  D.  D.,  a 
graduate  of  Dartmouth  College,  was  installed  March  2, 
1831,  and  died  March,  1839,    Several  revivals  occurred 

duriiif!^  his  piustorate.  I'orty-seven  persons  Avere  admitted 
to  membership  tlic  iir.-i  }  i  aiul  11-  during  the  rest  of 
his  ministry. — Rev.  Francis  Danlr)i  tli,  previously  pastor 
of  a  church  in  Winchester,  N.  11.,  was  installed  Dec.  11, 
1839,  aud  dismissed  February  2,  1842.  Within  this  pe- 
riod, the  house  of  worship  erected  in  180G,  was  removed 
from  its  location  in  the  middle  of  the  West  street,  a  quar- 
ter ot  a  mile  Eastward,  to  Middle  street.  There  it  was 
fitted  and  dedicated  anew. — Rev.  Benjamin  N.  Martin,  a 
graduate  of  Yale  College,  succeeded  IVIr.  Danforth.  lie 
was  ordained  January  11),  1843,  and  dismisses!  June  9, 
1847.  Under  Mr.  Martin's  ministry,  37  were  added  to  tlie 
church.  Rev.  Rowland  Ayres,  the  present  pastor,  a  na- 
tive of  Granby,  and  a  graduate  of  Amherst  College  in 
1841,  was  ordained  January  12,  1848.  Forty-two  have 
been  added  to  the  church  during  the  present  pastorate. 
The  number  of  members  now  on  the  catalogue  is  188. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  this  church  has  been 
in  being  nearly  two  centuries.  Its  present  pastor  is  the 
ninth.  In  1810,  its  fourth  pastor  was  alive,  and  its  fifth 
still  survives.  All  the  ministers  who  have  died,  saye  one^ 
rest  in  the  midst  of  those  whom  they  served. 

The  Second  Religious  Society  was  organized  October 
26, 1831,  with  24  members.  Its  house  of  worship  is  loca^ 
ted  at  North  Hadley,  between  three  and  four  mileB  from 
that  of  the  First  Church,  to  which  its  members  had  previ* 
ously  belonged.  Bev.  Samuel  M.  Worcester,  D.  D.,  of  Sar 
lem,  then  professor  of  Bhetoric  and  Oratory  in  Amherst 
College,  became  the  first  supply,  and  preached  in  a  hall* 
fitted  up  for  that  purpose.  He  was  the  principal  means  of 
building  up  the  society.  Eev^  Philip  Fayson  succeeded 
Dr.  Worcester,  and  preached  about  three  years.  The 
meeting  house  was  built  in  1834,  and  dedicated  in  the  Au- 
tumn of  that  year.  The  first  settled  pastor  wxs  Rev.  Eben- 
ezer  Brown,  a  ;4niduate  of  Yale  Culkgc  in  1813,  w^ho  was 
first  settled  in  Treseott.  lie  was  installed  April  8,  1835, 
and  left  iu  the  Spring  of  1838.  He  is  now  a  minister  in 
liiinois.    For  about  two  ^ears  after  the  dismissal  of  Mr. 
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Brown,  the  pulpit  was  supplied  by  Rev.  David  L.  llunn. 
The  second  pastor  wi\<  Rev.  AVurn  ii  II.  J><  anian, of  Wen- 
dell, a  jrradiiate  ut*  Ainlii-rst  Colk'tru  in  I6u7.  JIc  eom- 
meiiced  preaching  in  the  Sj)ring  of  1840,  was  sealed  8ej>- 
tember  15,  1811,  and  is  the  present  pastor.  Siikm^  t!ie 
church  was  constituted,  211  por^or.'^  lia\  c  bn  n  roinHM  icd 
with  it,  110  of  whom  have  Ijci-n  added  dm  ing  the  mini-try 
of  the  jiresent  pastor,  and  iiX*  of  wbnni  still  remain  con- 
nected with  the  church.  During  1854,  a  spire  was  put 
upon  the  meeting  house,  the  pulpit  re-modeled,  tin-  walls 
of  the  church  painted  in  fresco,  the  house  painted,  and  a 
new  mode  of  warming  introduced. 

The  Russell,  or  Third  religious  Society  was  organized 
in  1841,  with  about  100  mendjers.  The  meeting  house  is 
located  on  the  East  side  of  West  street,  not  I'ar  from  the 
site  of  the  residence  of  Rev.  John  Russell,  the  first  minis- 
ter, from  whom  the  Society  takes  its  name.  Kev.  John 
Woodbridge,  the  fir^t  and  present  ]>a8tor,  was  installed 
February  16,  1842*  The  meeting  house  was  built  the 
aflame  year,  and  dedicated  on  the  3d  of  November. 

John  TVebster,  who  took  a  leading  part  in  the  settlement 
of  the  town,  was  buried  in  the  center  burying  ground,  and 
a  monument,  with  the  following  inscription,  nuirks  the 
spot: 

"  To  the  memory  of  John  ^VKBisTi;li,  Esq ,  one  <»f  the  first 
settlers  of  HarttorJ  in  Conneeticut^  who  was  many  years  a 
magistrate  or  assistant,  and  alterwarJs  deputy  governor  of 
that  colony,  aad  in  165^,  with  three  som;,  Robert,  William  and 
Thomas,  associated  with'  others  in  the  purchase  and  settle- 
ment of  Hadley,  where  he  died  in  1665,  this  monument  is 
erected  in  1818,  by  his  descendant,  Noah  Webster  of  Am* 
barst^' 

Samuel  Porter,  son  of  Samuel,  was  the  first  male  child 
born  in  Iladley.  lie  beeame  sheriff  of  the  county,  and 
died  in  1722.    It  mav  be  added  that  the  commission  of 

ft- 

Justice  of  the  Peace  h.is  been  held  in  the  Porter  iamily, 
from  the  settlement  of  the  town  to  the  present  time.  Ben- 
jamin Colt,  a  l)laek&niith,  is  Paid  to  have  been  the  first  ax 
and  scythe  maker  in  the  county.  lie  was  grandfather  of 
Col.  Colt,  of  pistol  notoriety.  Samuel  Porter,  born  April 
15,  1765,  rejiresented  the  town  15  years  in  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  wa*  also  member  of       Senate  and  the  Govern- 
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0x^8  Council.  Eleazer  Porter,  son  of  Eleazer,  born  1728, 
graduated  at  Yale,  1748,  made  Justice  of  the  Quorum 
1777,  and  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  De- 
cember of  the  same  year,  which  office  he  held  about  twenty 
years:  died  May  27,  1797.  Jonathan  Edwards  Porter, 
son  of  £leazer,  graduated  at  Harvard  1786  ;  commenced 
the  practice  of  law  1790,  was  distinguished  in  his  profes- 
sion, counsel  for  Halligan  and  Daly  who  were  tried  and 
executed  for  the  murder  of  Marcus  Lyon ;  shot  himself  in 
Ithica,  N.  T.  Elisha  Porter,  brother  of  Judge  Eleazer, 
bom  February  9, 1742,  commanded  a  regiment  in  the  early 
part  of  the  Bevolutionaiy  War,  was  sheriff  of  the  county 
for  about  20  years,  died  May  29,  1796. 

Charles  P.  Phelps,  graduated  at  Harvard  1791,  has  long 
been  a  prominent  man  in  the  town,  has  been  Senator,  and 
filled  many  other  offices  of  public  trust;  is  now  an  inhab- 
itantv— Giles  C.  Kellogg,  son  of  Giles  C,  graduated  at 
Yale  1800,  admitted  to  the  bar  1804,  practiced  until  De- 
cember, 1817,  instructor  in  Hopkins  Academy  about  7 
years,  re{)rcsent(Hl  the  town  ten  years  in  the  Legislature, 
chosen  Register  of  Deeds  tor  ilampsliirc  County  in  l<So3, 
and  continued  in  iliat  oflice  between  twelve  and  thirteen 
years ;  >iiU  an  inhabitant. — Moses  Porter,  a  member  of  the 
Constitutional  Convention  of  1820,  Representative  lour 
years,  is  said  to  have  settled  more  estiites  than  any  other 
man  in  Hanipsliire  county:  died  INIay,  18.")!. — Joseph 
Smith,  foi-  the  past  two  years  has  been  one  of  the  Senators 
from  Ilampbhire  county. — Hadley  has  furnished  to  the 
country  some  men  of  distinetion.  Among  them  may  be 
mentioned  the  following: — John  Purler,  son  of  AVilliam, 
jri  adualed  at  Williams  College  1810,  eommcneed  the  prac- 
tice of  Law  in  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  luis  been  a  member  of  both 
branches  of  the  New  York  Legislature,  has  held  the  oflice 
of  Surrogate,  and  is  now  the  President  of  a  manufacturing 
comjiany  in  Auburn. — Worthington  Smith,  D.  D.,  a  grad- 
uate of  Will  iams  College  in  181 G,  is  now  President  of 
Burlington  College,  Vt — ^Parsons  Cooke,  D.  D.,  a  gradu- 
ate of  Williams  College  in  182'2,  settled  in  Ware  vilhige 
1826,  settled  over  the  First  Church  in  Lynn  183G,  where 
he  is  now  pastor,  founder  of  the  New  England  Puritan, 
and  now  senior  editor  of  the  Puritan  Reeoider. —  Rev. 
Jeremiah  Porter,  bom  i804,  a  gmduate  of  Williams  in 
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lS2Bf  pnMninent  as  a  home  miiisl<Hiar7,  for  a  while  mission- 
ary' at  Green  Bay,  where  he  is  now  a  settled  pastor. — Col. 
Joseph  Hooker,  son  of  Joseph,  a  graduate  at  ^\  u^t  Point, 
distinguished  in  tlie  Mexicaii  war,  eliicf  of  Pillow's  staff, 
commissioned  as  Colonel  in  California,  wliere  lie  now  re- 
sides, having  resigned  his  commission  and  retired,  upon  a 
competence,  from  military  life. — William  Porter,  late  dis- 
trict attorney,  a  graduate  of  Williams  in  IHl-J,  eoyiinenced 
the  ])ractice  of  law  in  l^enox,  removed  thenee  to  Lee, 
where  he  died  in  18.") 2. — Charles  P.  Huntington,  son  of 
Hev.  Dan,  a  graduat*^  of  Harvard  in  1822,  now  a  promi- 
nent member  of  the  Hampshire  bai',  resides  in  Northamp- 
ton.— Rev.  Frederick  Dan  Huntington,  son  of  Hcv.  Dan,  a 
graduate  of  Amlierst  in  Ib^iU,  pastor  of  bouth  Church, 
(Unitarian)  Boston. 

There  is  no  practicing  lawyer  in  Hadley,  and  has  not 
been  for  twenty  years. 

The  following  physicians  have  practiced  in  the  town— 
perhaps  a  few  others :  John  Westcarr  was  the  first,  came 
to  Hadley  some  time  after  1663,  died  in  1676;  William 
Squier;  John  Barnard,  settled  in  Hadley  about  1708,  was 
the  onlj  phydcian  in  the  vicinity,  died  in  1726 ;  Richard 
Croach,  a  native  of  the  Isle  of  Wiglit,  came  some  time 
previous  to  1750,  died  about  I7G2  ;  Giles  Crouch  Kellogg, 
adopted  son  of  Dr.  Richard  Oroacb,  bom  in  Hadley,  grad- 
uated at  Cambridge  1751,  commenced  practice  of  medicine 
soon  after,  died  August,  1793 ;  William  Porter,  bom  1.768, 
devoted  much  of  his  time  to  mercantile  pursuits,  traded  in 
the  same  store  in  Hadley  for  60  years,  and  at  his  death  in 
1847,  at  the  age  of  84,  left  a  larger  estate  than  any  previ- 
ously left  in  town ;  Seth  H*  Rodgers  came  in  1796^  prac- 
ticed about  ten  years,  died  in  Connecticut  about  1808; 
Reuben  Bell,  a  native  of  Warren,  Mass.,  came  about  1804^ 
accumulated  a  large  estate  in  the  practice  of  his  prafession, 
died  February,  1851,  aged  72 ;  Josiah  Goodhue,  a  nalive 
of  Dunstable,  Mass.,  practiced  until  somewhat  advanced  in 
life  in  Vermont,  was  eminent  in  his  profession,  especially 
as  a  surgeon,  at  one  time  President  of  the  Pittsfield  Medi- 
cal Institution;  Edward  Dickinson,  native  of  Jlatiley^fora 
while  partner  with  Dr.  Goodhue,  left  town  about  183u,  and 
is  now  a  ])hysician  in  Peoria,  111. ;  Watson  Loud,  came 
about  1833,  practiced  6  or  6  years,  and  is  now  at  the 
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West ;  PbiieiBon  Stftcy,  practieed  about  nine  yean ;  Wil* 
liam  C#  Bailey,  Warren  McCraj,  Moses  Porter,  Williapi 
HuDtington,  Stephen  O.  Hubbfu^  now  in  New  Haven, 
Cl  ;  Addison  Peck,  now  in  California;  Elam  C«  Knight^ 
came  in  1849,  practiced  about  a  year;  William  Lester, 
came  in  1846,  practiced  about  B  years;  B.  F.  Smith,  re- 
moved to  Amherst,  snd  is  now  a  partner  with  I.  H.  Tay- 
lor ;  Franklin  Bonney,  son  of  Oliver,  studied  medicine  at 
Dartmouth,  commenced  practice  1617,  is  the  only  prac- 
ticing physician  now  in  town. 

From  the  settlement  of  the  town,  the  majority  of  the  in- 
habitants have  been  devoted  to  agriculture,  for  which  pur- 
suit the  town  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  vState.  In  the  pro- 
duction of  broom  com,  and  the  manufacLui  e  of  brooms,  it 
has  been  the  first  in  New  England  for  many  years.  The 
number  of  brooms  manufactured  in  1845  was  5i)9,3f>9.  The 
same  year  the  town  produced  o03,859  lbs.  of  broom  brush, 
26,696  bushels  of  Indian  com,  485  bushels  of  wheat,  7,270 
bushels  of  rye,  9,223  bushels  of  oats,  and  10,082  linshels 
of  potatoes.  Since  that  time,  tin;  production  of  broom  corn 
has  probably  decreased,  owing  to  its  production  at  the  West, 
and  its  cheap  transportation  to  Eastern  markets.  There 
are  no  manufactories  of  cotton  or  wool  in  the  town.  Fort 
River,  in  the  vSoutli  part  of  the  town,  has  two,  aod  Mill 
River,  in  the  !North,  has  three  mill  sites,  where  manufac- 
turing of  yarious  kinds  is  carried  on.  Samuel  and  Eliha 
Dickinson,  occupying  the  upper  site,  on  Fort  river,  in  Fort 
riyer  district,  have  a  new  saw  mill,  in  which  they  manu- 
factare  annaallj  from  200,000  to  300,000  feet  of  lumber, 
turning  works  and  shc^  where  from  4,000  to  5,000  chil- 
dren's wagons  are  made,  and  a  tannery  where  500  hides 
are  cured.  The  lower  site  is  occupied  by  West,  Smith  & 
Co.,  for  sawing  lumber,  grinding  grain  and  plaster,  and 
ma&u&Uituring  paper.  A  powerful  steam  engine  is  em- 
ployed, in  additk>n  to  their  water  power. 
^  The  lumber  mill  of  Joseph  Adam^  &  Sons,  occupying 
the  upper  site  on  mill  riyer,  about  two  miles  North-we8te^- 
ly  of  Amherst  College,  in  Plainville  district,  is  the  most 
extensiye  establishment  of  the  kind  in  town.  Between  5 
and  600,000  feet  of  lumber  are  annuall)  manufactuicd 
from  logs,  by  two  saws,  one  circular  and  the  other  upright. 
A  lath  machine  turns  out  about  100,000  feet  of  strip  lath, 
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tod  tkraa  or  &nr  otiMir  ditokr  Mm  and  a  jig  saw,  am 
wed  for  Tarioas  purposes*  The  establishment  also  em* 
bfaoas  a  planing  oiaehiney  felloe  machine,  for  making  piece 
felloes,  tarning  wozks  and  ajpparatos  for  steaming  and  bend- 
ing wheel  rims. 

The  middle  site  on  mill  river,  at  North  Hadlej,  is  occu- 
pied by  the  grist  mill,  plaster  mill  and  saw  mill  of  Smith 
&  Granger,  and  the  wire  manufactory  of  Horace  Lamb. 
The  grist  mill  has  three  run  of  stones,  an<l  dues  a  good 
custom  business.  From  lOO  to  tuns  are  nnnunlly 
ground  in  the  plaster  iiiiil.  Tho  ^n\\  mill  has  an  i4)ri;;lit 
and  circular  saw  lor  lo;zs,  in  vvhich  are  annually  manufac- 
tured from  4  to  500,000  i'l  et  of  lumber.  A  lath  macliine 
is  also  connected.  In  ihe  wire  factory,  from  8  to  10  tuns 
of  broom  \vire  are  annually  made,  besides  an  aniuuni  of 
plated  and  piano  wire,  varying  liom  year  to  year  according 
to  demand. 

The  lower  site  o?i  mill  river,  near  the  Connc»ctieut,  is 
occupied  by  a  saw-niiU  with  two  upright  aaws,  owued  by 
Hufus  Scott. 

There  are  ten  school  districts  in  tlie  town,  and  the 
amount  appropriated  fur  their  support  in  185 1  was  $1,500  ; 
for  a  high  school  in  connection  with  the  Academy,  $000 ; 
and  for  a  high  school  at  Nortli  Iladley,  $30<),  The  total 
amount  raised  by  tax,  for  all  purposes,  except  highways, 
was  S7,452  71,  and  tVie  rate  of  assessment  was  ^0  30  on 
$1,000  of  property;  4Gi>  polls  SI  :>()  each.  The  town's 
share  of  the  county  tax  was  $  1 ,32 1  50.  Tlie  h igh way  tax, 
usually  paid  in  labor,  was  $700.  The  population  of  Hadr* 
ley  in  18dO  was  1,840 ;  in  1850, 1,941 ;  increase  in  ten 
years,  10  K 

HATFIELD. 

The  first  portion  of  the  history  of  Hatfield  will  he  found 
in  the  history  of  Hadley,  of  which  it  originally  formed  a 
parL  With  Hadley,  it  was  settled  in  1659,  and,  although 
it  was  municipally  and  ecclesiastically  a  portion  of  Hadley, 
it  hegan  at  an  early  day  to  transact  certain  kinds  of  busi- 
ness independently,  in  what  were  denominated  ^  side  meet> 
ings,"  the  "  side"  having  reference  to  tlie  opposite  side  of 
the  river  iiuiu  the  center  of  jurisdiction.  The  incon- 
veniences resulting  fioin  the  necessity  of  crossing  the 
20 
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rirer,  to  attend  meetings,  were  fell  from  the  £rst,  and  wlma 
the  poptilation  bad  been  somewhat  increased,  in  the  passage 

of  a  lew  years,  they  gave  rise  to  a  controversy  which,  at 
last,  resulted  in  the  estal)lishment  of  the  town  of  Hatfield. 
Petitions  and  maniic.-toes,  almost  Avitliout  number,  were 
sent  to  the  General  C  uun  i'roin  Ijoth  sides.  A  petition  of 
tilt'  West  side  people,  dated  M.iy  S,  1(>G7,  is  a  document 
as  instructive  us  it  is  curious,  ajid  is  copied  entire,  iu  vviiich 
they  show: 

'•That,  whereas  it  has  pleased  God  to  make  you  the  fathers 
of  this  Common weahh,  and  it  hath  pleased  the  Lordj  by  your 
j.'r(^at  care  and  diligence  under  iiim,  to  continue  our  peace 
at»d  plenty  of  outward  tliiiiiis,  and  in  a  more  especial  manner 
the  chiefest  and  principal  oi  all,  the  Gospel  of  peace,  with 
the  liberty  of  his  Sabbaths,  which  mercies  your  iiumble 
petitioners  desire  to  be  thankfal  unto  God  and  you  for,  that 
you  are  so  ready  and  willing  for  to  help  those  that  stand  in 
need  of  help,  which  hath  encouraged  us  your  humble  peti* 
ti oners  for  to  make  this  our  address,  petition  and  request,  for 
relief  in  this  our  present  distressed  state  and  condition. 

First,  your  petitioners,  toirelher  with  their  families  within, 
tlic  bounds  of  Hadh^y  town,  upon  the  West  side  of  the  river, 
commonly  called  by  tlie  name  of  Connecticut  river,  where 
we  for  the  most  part  have  lived  about  G  years,  and  liave 
attended  on  Gods  ordinances  ou  ihe  other  side  of  the  river, 
at  the  appointed  seasons  that  we  could  or  durst  to  pass  over 
the  river,  the  passing  being  very  difficult  and  dangerous, 
both  in  Summer  and  Winter,  which  thing  hath  proved  and  is 
an  oppressive  burden  for  us  to  bear,  which,  if  by  any  lawful 
means  it  may  be  avoided,  we  should  be  glad  an4  thankful  to. 
this  honored  court  to  ease  us  therein,  conceiving  it  to  be  a, 
palpable  breach  of  the  Sabbath,  although  it  be  a  maxim  in 
Taw:  nemo  debet  e^se  judex  in  propria  causa,  yd,  by  the  Word 
of  God  to  us,  it  is  evidently  plain  to  be  a  breach  of  the  Sab- 
bath: Ex.  xxxv :  2;  Levit.  xxiii :  3,  yet  many  times  we  are 
forced  to  it;  for  we  must  come  at  the  instant  of  time,  be  the 
season  how  it  will.  Sometimes  we  come  in  considerable 
numbers  in  rainy  weather,  and  are  forced  to  stay  lill'we  can 
empty  our  canoes,  that  are  half  full  of  water,  and  before  we 
can  get  to  the  meeting  house,  are  wet  to  the  skin.  At  other 
times,  in  Winter  season,  we  are  forced  to  cut  and  work  them 
out  of  the  ice,  till  our  shirts  be  wet  upon  our  backs.  At  other 
times,  the  winds  are  high  and  wattMs  roui^h,  t]ie  current 
strong  and  tlie  waves  ready  to  swallow  us — our  vessels  tossed 
up  and  clown  so  that  our  women  and  children  do  screecli,  and 
are  so  aifrighted  tliat  tliey  are  made  mdit  for  ordinances,  and 
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cannot  hear  90  as  to  profit  by  them,  by  raaaoa  of  their  anguish 
of  spirit:  and  when  they  return,  some  of  them  are  more  fit 
for  their  beds  than  for  family  duties  and  God's  serrioesi  which 

they  oui^ht  to  attend. 
<<1q  verity  and  brevity,  oar  difficulties  and  dangers  that  we 

underi^o  are  to  as  extreme  and  intolt  mble;  oftentimes  some 
of  us  have  fallpTi  into  the  river  through  the  ire,  and  had  they 
not  liad  better  lielp  than  themselves,  they  liad  been  drowned. 
Sometimes  we  liave  been  obliged  to  carrv  others  when  tiiey 
have  broken  in.  to  the  knees  as  they  have  carried  them  out, 
and  that  none  hilheito  hath  been  lost,  tiieir  live^  are  to  bo 
atlributed  to  the  care  and  mercy  of  God. 

There  is  about  four  score  and  ten  persons  on  our  side  the 
river,  that  are  capable  of  receiving  good  by  ordinances,  but 
it  is  seldom  that  above  half  of  them  can  go  to  attend,  what 
through  the  dithcnlty  of  passage  and  staying  at  home  by  turns 
and  warding,  some  hcini;  weak  and  small  which,  notwith- 
standin'^,  if  the  means  w  lmo  on  our  sitle  the  river,  they  mi^ht 
have  the  l^enefit  of  the  ordnianee.s  which  now  they  are  de- 
prived of  to  the  grief  of  us  all.  Further,  wlitm  we  do  •^ro  over 
the  river,  we  leave  onr  relatives  antl  estates  lyiu"  on  the  out- 
side of  the  colony,  joining  to  the  wilderness,  to  be  a  prey  to 
the  heathen,  when  they  see  their  opportunity.  Yet^  notwith- 
8tandin<r,  our  greatest  anxiety  and  pressure  of  spirit  is  that 
the  Sabbath,  which  should  be  kept  b^  us  holy  to  the  Lord,  is 
spent  with  such  unavoidable  distractions,  both  of  the  mind 
and  of  the  body.  And  for  the  removing  of  this,  we  unani- 
mously iiavo  made  our  address  to  onr  brethren  and  friends  on 
the  other  side  of  the  river,  by  a  petition  that  tiiey  would  be 
pleased  to  irrant  us  liberty  to  be  »  sociiity  of  ourselves,  and 
that  we  miLrht  call  a  minister  to  dispense  the  wonl  of  God  to 
us^  but  this^  by  tiieiu,  would  not  be  granted,  although,  in  tho 
month  of  June,  in  the  year  1665,  it  was  agreed  and  voted,  at 
a  town  meeting,  that  when  the  West  side  nad  a  call  of  God 
thereto,  they  might  be  a  society  of  themselves.  We  sent  a 
second  time  to  them,  entreating  that  according  to  said  agree- 
ment they  would  grant  our  request  to  put  it  to  a  hearing,  but 
they  will  not,  so  that  we,  your  humhh^  petitioners,  have  no 
other  way  or  means,  that  we  know  of,  but  to  make  onr  hum- 
ble adchess  to  this  honored  court  for  relief,  in  this  onr  dis- 
tressed state,  humbly  prayinic  this  iionored  court  to  vouchsafe 
your  poor  petitioners  that  favor  as  to  be  a  society  of  ourselves, 
and  have  JiberU-  to  settle  a  minister  to  dispense  llie  ordi- 
nances of  the  Lord  unto  us,  which  we  hope  will  be  for  the 
furtherance  of  the  work  of  the  Lord  amongst  us,  and  for  our 
peace  and  safety.  Not  that  we  desire  to  make  any  breach 
among  the  brethren,  for  to  attain  our  desires,  nor  yet  to  hinder 
the  great  work  of  the  liord  amongst  us,  but  tnat  which  we  aim 
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at  ia  the  contrary.  Thus,  committing  our  canse  to  God  and 
this  honored  court,  and  all  other  your  weighty  affiiirs,  wa 
leave  to  the  protection  and  guidance  of  the  Almighty,  which 

is  the  prayer  of  your  humblo  petitioners. 

♦'Thomas  Meekins,  Sr.,  VVm.  AUis,  John  Coule,  Sr.,  Isaac 
Graves,  Ricliaid  Billing,  Wm.  Gull,  Samuel  Belden,  John 

Graves,  DLiniel  Warner,  Danipl  White,  John  Welles,  Nathan- 
iel Dickinson,  Jr.  Eloazer  Frary,  Samuel  Billin^jr,  Samuel 
Dickinson,  Tliomas  Meekins,  Jr.,  Samuel  Keloii;,  Barnabas 
Hinsdell,  John  Ailis,  Obadiah  Dickinson,  Samuel  Giliet,  Jphn 
Field,  John  Cuule,  Jr.,  Ursula  Fellows,  Maiy  Field.'' 

The  last  two  signatures  were  by  the  widows  of  Richard 
Fellows  and  Zachariah  Field,  who  owned  estates  left  them 
by  their  husbands,  recently  deceased  in  the  settlement. 
Besides  them,  John  White,  Jr.,  and  Stephen  Taylor  had 
died.  The  names  of  John  Coleman,  Benjamin  Wait,  Sam- 
uel Allis  and  Philip  Russell  do  not  appear  on  the  list  of 
signatures,  but  they  must  have  been  residents  then,  or  very 
Boon  afbrwards.  These  comprise  the  tfames  of  all  the 
residents  of  the  place,  at  or  about  that  period.  There 
were  four  score  and  ten  souls,^'  capable  of  receiving  good 
from  the  *^  ordinances,^  and  this  number  doubtless  covered 
every  one  but  those  who  were  invalid,  or  extremely  young. 
Of  the  canses  and  elements  of  the  controversy,  the  petttioii 
itself  is  sufficiently  instructive,  without  further  illustration. 

The  people  were  determined  to  provide  themselves  with 
preaching,  whether  a  division  were  effected  or  not  In  a 
side  meeting,  held  Nov.  6,  1668,  a  committee  was  chosen 
to  provide  a  boarding  place  for  a  minister  during  the  win- 
ter, and  to  arrange  fur  his  comfortable  maintenance.  On 
the  same  day,  a  committee  was  chosen  to  draw  up  a  list  of 
all  the  timber  suitable  for  building  a  meetinghouse  30  feet 
square,  to  proportion  out  the  work  to  each  man,  and  to  call 
oil  men  to  fall  timber,  or  do  any  other  work  in  cuuiiectiou 
with  the  project.  On  the  21st  of  November,  the  side" 
chose  Thomas  Meekins,  8(.'nr.,  William  Allis  and  Isaac 
Graves  a  committee  to  procure  a  minister.  On  the  17th 
of  May,  1669,  the  side  \  r  ted,  or  manifested,**  as  they 
termed  their  action,  that  they  were  willing  to  call  Rev. 
Hope  Atherton  to  the  ministry,  and  the  committee  above 
mentioned  were  authorized  to  offer  him  £50  a  year,  as 
Siilary.  Mr.  Atherton  had  doubtless  been  ]^reaching  on 
trial  tor  some  months.   The  first  inference  to  tbe  £onii»- 


Digiti^uG  by 


HATFIELD.  '  23'S 

tlon  of  a  new  town  occurs  in  the  record  oi  a  iiieetini)^  lield 
Dec.  16,  1G69,  wlien  a  committee  was  chosen  to  go  over 
the  river,  to  see  about  disposing  of  the  land  yet  nndis- 
posed  of  on  the  AVest  side,  or  to  eoinpass  thnt  «Mid  '*  by 
making  us  a  town  of  ourselves."  Oa  the  lUh  of  May, 
1G70,  the  long  struggle  was  concluded  by  the  incorpora- 
tion of  Ilatlield  as  a  town,  and  then  the  people  went  on 
unobstructedly  in  their  work.  On  the  succeeding  2.")th  of 
November,  Mr.  Atlierton  having  accepted  the  call  extended 
to  him,  the  to^vn  granted  to  him  the  ministerial  allotment 
in  the  meadow,  and  a  homelot  of  eight  acres,  and  voted  to 
build  f9r  him  a  sufficient  dwelling  house,  and  to  allow  him 
£60  a  year  as  salary,  two  thirds  to  be  paid  in  good  mer- 
chantable wheat,  and  one  third  in  pork,  with  this  provision : 
^  If  our  crop6  fall  so  short  that  we  cannot  paj  in  kind,  then 
we  are  to  pay  hiin  in  the  next  best  pay  we  have."  Cer- 
tain sums  were  also  to  be  returned  to  the  town  in  case  Mr. 
Atherton  did  not  remain  as  long  as  he  lived. 

The  first  town  meeting  was  held  August  8, 1670.  The 
other  important  facts  in  the  organizaticm  of  the  town,  [See 
Tol.  1,  p.  69,]  in  relation  to  tiie  connection  of  Hatfield  with 
this  Indian  wars,  [See  yoL  I,  pp.  105, 126, 134,]  and  with 
iihe  Shays  rebellion  a  century  later,  [See  vol.  1,  p]).  231, 
287,]  have  all  been  narrated  in  the  Outline  History.  On 
the  14th  of  February,  1670,  a  committee  was  chosen  to 
view  a  piece  of  ground  for  a  burying  place,  upon  the 
plain  ^near  to  Thomas  Meekins'  land,  and  the  Southwest 
aide  of  mill  river.**  This  was  before  the  formation  of  the 
town,  and  the  ^  side**  agreed  that  it  should  be  20  rods  long 
Easterly  and  Westerly,  and  8  rods,  Northerly  and  South- 
erly.   This  is  the  locality  of  the  present  old  burial  ground. 

The  date  of  tLc  formation  of  the  church  is  not  precisely 
known.  It  is  given  geijerally  as  1670,  but  we  find  that  on 
the  21st  of  January,  1()71,  a  fast  was  held  in  view  of  the 
great  ^vork  of  "  setting  up  the  ordinances  also  that,  on 
theiCthof  the  same  month,  the  iow  n  voted  that  all  the 
members  of  other  churches  who  were  residents  should  "be 
those  to  b(\gin  in  tratliering  the  church,"  and  that  they 
shoukl  have  power  to  choose  three  persons, viake  up  nuii'^ 
to  join  in  the  work.  There  were  thus  but  six  actual  church 
ni(  niliers  in  tlie  town.  That  the  church  was  organized  and 
the  minister  ordained  within  a  few  days  alter  this  there-is 
20* 
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little  ^bt,  and  Mb  wou^d  throw  the  date  of  theoiipuiiM- 
Ikm  among  the  first  days  of  167L 

Hatfield,  from  the  first,  manifested  a  decided  disposition 
to  look  after  its  own  interests,  and  it  looked  after  them  well. 
Ai  a  later  day,  in  1  (V.)  the  town  .secured  a  arrant  ui  land 
six  k)ii,i;  and  three  miles  wide,  which  was  entirely 

divided  up  anion;!  the  inhabitants,  and  which,  at  present, 
with  li!!l'  il  anj  Nai  ialion  of  boundary,  forms  the  town  of 
Williamsburg.  By  purchase  of  the  Indians,  tke  original 
boundaries  of  Hatheld  contained  both  that  town  and 
Whately. 

The  lite  of  ^Ir.  Atherton  was  brief.    He  never  iullv  re- 


covered li'oni  the  liardslii 
memoralde  Falls  Fiirlit, 


)s  endured  in  the  retreat  iroiu  tiie 
See  vol.  1,  ]).  125,]  he  acting  as 
the  chaplain  of  the  exptnlition,  and  becoming  lost  on  his 
way  home.  He  was  a  son  of  Humphrey  Atlierton  of  Hor- 
chester,  and  had  for  brothers  and  ^ist<  rs  the  nominal  rep- 
resentatives of  all  the  graces  and  virtues,  viz. :  Rest,  In- 
crease, Thankful,  Consider,  Watching  and  Patience,  his 
own  name  being  Hope^ — latinized  into  "  Spe rant  ins,"  in 
the^Harrard  University  catalogue,  of  which  institution  he 
was  a  graduate  in  1665.  He  died  in  June^  1679.  He  was 
succeeded  by  Rev.  Nathaniel  Chauncey,  of  Scituate,  a 
graduate  of  Harvard  in  16G1.  He  was  the  son  of  Ciiarles 
Chauncey,  the  second  president  of  Harvard  College.  Mr. 
Cbauncey  remained  the  pastor  until  his  deaili.  which  oc^ 
curred  November  4th,  1685.  Rev.  W^illiam  AVilliamSy  of 
Newton,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College  in  1683,  was  the 
next  minister,  and  was  settled  in  1686.  Mr.  Williams  mar- 
ried Christian,  daughter  of  Rev.  Solomon  Stoddard^  of 
Nc^thampton,  by  whom  he  had  a  family  of  distinguished 
sons,  and  at\er  a  long  pastorate,  died  August  31,  1741. 
During  the  year  previous  to  his  death,  Bev*  Timothy  Wood- 
bridge,  a  graduate  of  Yale  College  in  1732,  was  installed 
as  his  colleague.  The  following  inscription  is  on  his  tomb- 
stone: ^In  memory  of  Rev.  Timothy  Woodbridge,  for 
thirty  years  the  pastor  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  the  town 
of  Hatfield.  This  man  of  God  who  called  oir  the  Lord  out 
of  a  pure  Jieart,  Ibllowed  after  righteousness,  godliness, 
faith,  love,  patience,  meekness  ;  apt  to  teach,  chai  iLal)le  and 
gentle  to  ail  laen,  departed  this  liie  on  the  od  oi  June,  1770, 
iu  the  58th  year  of  his  age."    Mr.  Woodbridge's  successor 


Digitized  by  Google 


HATVIKLO.         *  235 

f 

mm  BeT«  Jomph  Lyman,  D.  D.,  of  Lebanon,  Ct.,  who  grad- 
uated at  Yale  in  1767,  and  was  ordained  March  Itli,  1772. 
He  had  been  previously  a  tutor  in  Yale  CoIIi  l'c,  and  waa 
Eubsequtntiy  an  orijrinui  liiember  of  the  American  Board 
of  Cominissioners  for  Foreign  Missions,  and  President  of 
the  same.  He  was  an  ardent  pjitriot  in  the  RevuhiticMi,  and 
a  man  of  great  influence  and  ability.  He  died  March  27tli, 
1828,  and  was  succeeded  by  liev.  Jaied  l^.  Watcrbniy 
of  New  York,  a  ffraduate  of  Yale  in  1822,  m  Uu  wh^  .settled 
January  ]Oth,  1827,  and  dismissed  February  24th,  ls2i). 
Rev.  Levi  Pratt,  of  Cummington,  a  graduate  of  Anilu  rst 
Collep:e  in  1826,  was  ordained  June  23d,  1830,  and  dis- 
missed May  Dth,  1835.  Key.  Henry  Neill,  a  gradn?)t<'  of 
Amherst  Colleijc,  was  ordained  in  his  place  April  IGth, 
1840,  and  dismissed  April  loth,  1846.  Rev.  Jared  O. 
Knapp,  the  present  pastor,  was  his  successor,  and  was  in- 
Btiilled  December  11th,  1850.  The  second  meeting-house 
was  erected  in  1750,  and  the  comer  stone  of  the  present 
structure  laid  May  23d,  18411.  This  is  and  has  been  the 
«nly  church  organization  in  the  town. 

In  the  Revoluttonaiy  etrug^e,  many  influential  men  in 
the  town  sympathized  with  the  mother  country,  but  they 
were  decidedly  in  the  iriTinrity.  At  a  town  meeting  held 
on  t!ie  12th  of  August,  177  it  was  voted  that  OjI.  Israel 
Williams,  Mr.  AVilliiun  Williams,  Capt.  Elijah  AUis,  Lt, 
Samuel  Partridge,  Lt.  Daniel  Billing,  Ensign  Elijah  Dick- 
inson and  Beuben  Belden,  or  any  other  persons  in  the 
town  whom  the  Cknnmittee  of  Correspondence  and  Safety 
might  suspect  of  being  inimical  to  their  country,  shpuld  be 
requested  to  sign  a  declaration,  renouncing  and  condemning 
the  authority  of  Gen.  Gage,  and  promising  to  join  the  conn* 
try  in  the  defense  of  its  rights  and  liberties.  It  was  also 
Toted  that  if  these  men  should  refnse  to  sign  the  dedara- 
tion  within  seven  days,  they  should  be  proceeded  against 
by  the  committee,  in  accordance  with  the  recommendatioii 
<i  the  Provincial  Congress,  and  that  the  town  would  assist 
the  committee  if  it  needed  assistance.  At  a  town  meeting 
held  June  24,  177G,  it  was  voted  to  instruct  their  represen- 
tatives to  advise  the  delegates  in  tlie  provincial  Congress, 
from  this  colony,  tha/,  should  they  declare  the  colonies  in- 
dependent of  Great  Britain,  the  people  of  Hattield  would 
sustain  them  with  their  lives  and  foriuiies.    To  recount 
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Ihe  eaenfices  nuide  by  Hatfield  in  the  Bev^uikmry  erine 
would  be  but  a  repetition  of  a  glorious  Btoiy^  alreadj  maaj 

times  told,  in  regiird  to  its  neighbors. 

Among  the  natives  of  Hatfield  who  baye  perpetnaied 

their  names  by  their  deeds,  Oliver  Smith  has,  without 
(luubt,  tjikcn  the  best  care  of  his.  He  was  born  in  Jan- 
uai y,  177  f),  mid  \>y  a  remarkable  faculty  for  money  making, 
umasicd  an  imiueuse  fortune  in  his  quiet  native  village — 
larger  than  any  other  man  u  ho  has  lived  there.  He  died 
on  the  22d  of  December,  1815,  in  the  eightieth  year  of  his 
age,  ieaviuir  an  estate  inventoried  at  S370,000.  His  will, 
of  wliich  Austin  8mith  was  made  the  sole  executor,  de- 
voted the  large  mass  of  this  proj)erty  to  vaiious  charitable 
uses,  to  be  managed  >>y  a  board  of  three  trustees  to  be 
chosen  by  electors,  themselves  elected  annually,  one  each, 
in  the  towns  of  Northampton,  Hadley,  Ilattield,  Amherst, 
William>bnrir,  Deerfield,  (Greenfield,  and  Whately.  To 
this  board  of  trustees  was  committed  $20U,UU0,  to  be  held 
until  it  should  amount  to  S400,00(),  and  at  the  end  of  that 
time,  to  be  divided  into  three  funds— one  of  $30,()()0  for  an 
agricultural  school  in  Northampton,  one  of  $10,000  for  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  and  one  of  S3G0,000  for 
other  purposes.  The  Agricultural  School  Fund  waste  ao- 
cnmulate  until  sixty  years  after  his  decease,  and  then  be 
devoted  to  the  estaJiilisliment  of  ^  Smith's  Agricultural 
Sobool."  The  income  of  the  Colonization  Fund  is  to  be 
paid  over  annually  to  the  Colonization  Society.  The  fund 
of  ^60,000  is  to  be  devoted  to  indigent  boys,  indigent 
female  children,  indigent  young  women,  and  indigent 
widows,  within  the  towns  above  specified,  under  certain 
oonditionB,  which  are  almost  uniformlj  wise,  and  which  be- 
tray, in  the  testator,  a  keenness  of  observation  and  a  sound- 
ness of  judgment  that  mark  him  as  something  much  higher 
than  a  simple  man  of  money.  In  fact,  his  project  is  a  mag- 
nificent one,  and  very  thoroughly  elaborated. 

Hatfield  has  been  noted,  aloiost  finom  the  earliest  thnes, 
for  the  number  and  excellence  of  its  fat  catde,  as  an  aannal 
production.  Its  reputation  in  this,  respect  extends  back 
more  than  150  years.  There  are  about  500  head  fattened 
every  year.  With  the  sister  town  of  Hadley,  it  also  pro- 
duces  large  quantities  of  broom  eorn,  nuich  of  the  jstoek 
being  worked  up  in  the  town.    The  number  of  brooms 
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turned  ont  in  l^s.^;;  was  o^O.  lOO  ;  brushes,  2 1 1 ,200  ;  tun?* 
of  broom  corn  iiae<^,  'JC.o.  Tli(3  value  of  the  stock  used  is 
S7U,800;  value  ol  pi oductioii,  $120,080.  There  are  90 
hands  employed  in  lc>  manufactories.  There  is  also  a  man- 
ufactory of  hnsk  mattresses,  where  about  $4,UUU  worth  af 
material  was  used  in  1853. 

The  number  of  school  districts  in  the  the  town  is  five, 
inelndiii"^  a  double  district  in  the  c^Mitral  village.  In  lsr»4, 
J^ii^UO  was  raised  for  tlio  support  ot  schools.  Tlie  total 
amount  of  taxation  was  v5^j,oU0.  The  town  covers  an  area 
of  20  square  miles,  and  has  240  ratable  polls.  Population 
in  1840,  915 ;  in  1850, 1,071 ;  increase  in  ten  years,  156. 

IIUISTXXGTON. 

Huntington  was  originally  a  part  of  Murrayfield,  which 
township  formed  No.  9  of  the  ten  townships  sold  by  order 
of  the  General  Court  in  17 62.  The  principal  part  of  old 
Murrayfield  is  now  Chester.  The  first  settlement  upon 
the  territory  of  Huntington  wn^  made  about  1760,  by  an 
Indian  family  of  the  name  o^  Khodes,  who  planted  them- 
selves about  two  miles  above  the  Pitcher  Bridge  (so 
called)  on  Westfield  River.  Afterwards  came  Wm.  Mil- 
ler, who  settled  still  further  Korthy  near  the  South  line 
of  Worthington.  C^eb  Fobes  settled  near  Norwich 
Bridge,''  (so  called)  and,  in  1757,  John  Kirkland  and  oth- 
ers, from  Norwich,  Connecticut,  came  in,  and,  with  such 
numbers  and  infioence,  that  the  name  their  old  resi- 
dence was  transferred  to  the  new,  and  retained  until  1855, 
when  it  was  changed  to  Hontington,  as  will  hereafter  be 
noticed. 

Religious  meetings  were  first  held  on  the  Sabbath,  at  the 
house  of  Mr.  Caleb  Fobes.  The  first  meeting  hoose  was 
subsequently  erected,  about  ten  rods  South-easterly  of  the 
present  one.  The  first  Congregational  CJrarch  was  oi^gai^ 
ized  in  July,  1778,  by  Rev.  Messrs.  Jonathan  Jndd  of 
Souihainptuii,  Jonathan  Huntington  of  Worthington,  and 
Aaron  Bascom  of  Chester.  It  consisted  of  the  following 
persons:  William  Miller  and  Elizabetli  his  wife,  Samuel 
Knight  and  Betsey  his  wife,  Thomas  Converse  and  wife, 
John  Kirkland,  Samuel  AVarner,  Joseph  Park,  Jonathan 
Ware,  John  Gri-\\\)ld,  Edmund  Bancroft,  and  a  few  others 
whose  names  are  not  preserved.    John  Kirkland  and  Jon- 
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athan  Ware  were  appointed  the  first  deacons  of  the  diardi* 
Ko  pastor  was  settled  lur  suv  crul  years.  The  first  ww 
iivv,  Stephen  Tracy  of  Norwich,  Ct.,  a  jj^raduate  of  the 
C'oUcge  of  iSt'w  Jersey  in  1770.  11c  avjis  installed  May 
1781,  uud  was  dismissed  Jimuary  1,  17'J'J.  He  was 
succeeded  October  17ili,  of  the  same  year,  by  Re\  .  lieiiju- 
min  R.  Woodhridge  of  South  Hadley,  a  j^raduate  of  Dart- 
niuiuh  in  17i>.">.  He  r»*!ii2rned  June  1631.  His  suc- 
cessor w  as  Rev.  S:unuel  Russell  of  Bow,  N.  H.,  a  graduate 
of  DarLmniith  in  1821.  He  wa^  setded  September  3, 
1832,  and  di-nii-sed  January  1, 1835  ;  and  died  on  the  27th 
of  the  bame  muntli.  Rev.  Alvah  C.  Page,  a  graduate  of 
Andier.-ii  in  l.si'D,  succeeded  liini,  and  was  settled  January 
1,  lb3o,  the  date  of  Mr.  Russell's  diMni-sal.  He  was  dis- 
missed July  2<\  1830,  and  was  succeeded  February  23,  * 
1842,  by  Rev.  Ebenezer  B.  Wright,  who  was  dismissed  in 
May,  1848,  and  is  now  chaplain  of  the  State  Alms  House 
in  Monson.  Rev.  John  R.  Miller,  formerly  of  Williams- 
burg, and  now  of  Suffield,  Ct.,  was  installed  in  Mr.  Wright's 
pitice  on  the  day  of  his  dismissal,  and  was  dismissed  De- 
coxiber  19,1853.  Rev.  John  11.  M.  Leland  of  Amhers^ 
Ihe  present  pastor,  wftB  settled  June  15,  1854. 

Huntington  was  incorporated  as  a  district  with  the  name 
of  Norwich  June  29,  1773.  A  copy  of  the  act  of  incoiv 
poration  describes  its  boundaries,  (in  language  about  as 
intelligible  as  the  lines  indicated,)  as  follows :  *^  Beginning 
at  the  South-wesl  comer  of  inLrersoirs  Grant,  so  called, 
and  thenoe  extending  on  the  West  line  of  said  Grant,  until 
it  comes  to  Lot  No.  1  in  the  second  division  of  lots  owned 
by  John  Chadler  bj^.  from  thence  a  Straight  line  to  the 
South  West  comer  of  Lot  No.  sixteen,  and  from  thence, 
running  on  the  £ast  line  of  said  lot,  and  on  the  East  lines 
of  lots  j^o.  fiflteen,  twenty-eight  and  twenty-nine,  until  it 
comes  to  the  South  West  corner  of  Chestei^eld.** 

The  settlement  had  just  been  organized  into  a  district 
when  the  Bevolntionary  period  came  on,  yet  among  the 
first  votes  recorded  are  those  relating  to  preparations  for 
throwing  off  the  rule  of  the  mother  country.  The  terrible 
orthography  with  which  these  votes  are  clothed  can  hardly 
add  mterest  enough  to  them  to  repay  the  trouble  of  tran- 
cription,  but  the  first  is  copied  verbatim  ei  literatim: 
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ThB  Ffosading  of  Nonrioh  m  fiomiag  their  Milttery  Corn- 
pan  y,  and  ohoko  of  officers.   Norwich  Septemher  88, 1774. 

<^  At  a  Lagael  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Norwich,  after 
a  Moderator  ware  choaeOi  the  Resolves  of  the  Coanty  Con- 
gress were  read. 

Voted  that  it  was  Proper  at  this  Critical  Day  to  form  into 
a  Military  Cmnpany  for  learning  tlip  Art  of  Military.  2  ly, 
Voted  that  tiie  sixth  of  October  be  liit?  Day  Purpoxnl,  and 
that  Capt.  Ebenezer  Geor  be  desired  to  alend  to  Lead  us  to 
the  choice  of  Military  Officers,    the  above  voles  ware  past, 

'^test  John  Kirtland 

«  Clark  of  Norwich 

Accordlnfrly,  on  the  Gth  day  of  October,  the  inhabiianfs 
met,  and  .']0  ladividnnls  si^rned  an  acrreement  to  I'orni  thfiu- 
selves  into  a  ^lilitur  Artillery  Company/*  and  to  treat 
the  ollicers  whom  they  might  choose  **  witii  proper  respeet, 
03  it'  put  in  by  authority."  John  Kirkland,  the  district 
clerk,  was  chosen  captain,  David  Scott  Lieutenant,  and 
Ebenezer  King,  Ensign.  A  Committee  of  Correspondence 
was  chosen  Jan.  3,  17 7 5,  in  compliance  with  the  requeat  of 
the  Provincial  Congress.  Among  the  instructions  given 
to  this  Committee  was  the  following :  "  said  Committee  are 
farther  enjoined  hj  this  bodj  to  take  all  possi!  lo  methods 
to  suppress  disorder,  and  that  every  person  shall  be  fiurly 
heard  before  he  is  condemned,  that  wc  may  enjoy  our 
interest  and  property  Fesablj  and  Uye  as  ChnstiaDS.''  The 
TOtes  responding  to  reqaisitions  for  supplies  are  in  the  usual 
number  and  form. 

During  the  Shap  BebelHon,  a  p  u  i  >  of  insurgents  visited 
tlie  town,  and  took  Capt  Samuel  Kirkland  prisoner,  and 
inarched  him  off  towai^  Northampton,  but  finally  released 
him. 

In  1858,  the  old  town  of  Norwich  received  an  important 
addition  to  its  territory  and  population  at  Chester  Village, 

for  the  particulars  of  which  the  reader  is  referred  to  the 

history  of  Chester,  vol.  IT.  pages  36  and  37.  The  annex- 
ation of  this  territory  wavS  the  result  of  a  long  struggle, 
and  many  who  were  thus  thrown  within  ilic  lines  of  old 
Norwich  were  not  satisfied  with  the  name  of  the  town. 
Accordingly,  in  1855,  a  successful  elfort  was  riiaJe  to  have 
the  nam*  changed  to  Huntington,  in  honor  of  Charles  P. 
ITnnlington  of  Northampton,  and  the  bill  changing  the 
name  was  signed  hy  Gov.  Gardner  on  the  9tU  of  March, 
of  that  year. 
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The  manulkctanng  establiBhmeiito  of  Hti&tliigtcii  are 

mostly  embraced  hy  that  portion  which  comes  within  the 
limits  of  Chester  Village,  and  which  are,  for  convenience, 

noticed  in  the  history  of  Chester,  to  which  town  they  origi- 
nally belonired.  The  town  is  almost  entirely  aixricultural 
in  itri  industrial  pursuits,  the  land  being  particularly  adapted 
to  grazing.  E.  and  T.  Ring  of  Kni^l.tsville  employ  15 
hands  in  the  manufacture  ot  willow  wagons,  children's  sleds, 
&:c.  Moses  Hannum  employs  five  hands  in  tlie  manuliac- 
ture  of  axes,  with  a  product  of  300  dozen  annually. 

The  number  of  school  districts  in  the  town  is  7.  The 
amount  raised  by  tax  in  1854  was  $2,200,  of  "which  S()00 
was  api^roprinted  for  *;chools,  and  $450  lor  highways.  The 
population  of  HunLhigiou  in  1840  was  740 ;  in  1850,  757  ; 
increase  in  ten  years.  11.  The  population  has  since  been 
increased  by  the  addition  of  a  portion  of  Chester. 

MIDDLEFIELD. 

Prior  to  the  year  1783,  the  present  town  of  Middlefield 
comprised  a  part.of  several  towns.  Hence,  the  date  of  the 
first  settlement  within  its  limits  is  not  positively  known,  but 
it  was  pfTobably  about  the  year  1773,  when  two  families— 
Khodes  and  Taggart— made  the  first  clearing.  They  were 
soon  followed  by  other  families,  the  land  beinoj  bought  and 
settled  principally  by  emigrants  from  Connecticut.  Among 
the  early  settlers  were  John  Ford,  Samtiel  Taylor,  Solo- 
mon Ingham,  Thomas  Bolton,  James  Dickson,  Zera  Wright^ 
Malachi  Loveland,  Amaaa  Graves,  Thomas  and  Enos  Blos- 
som, Uriah  Church,  David  Mack,  William  Church,  Elisha 
Mack,  Ephraim  Sheldon,  Eliakim  Wardwell,  James  Noon- 
ey,  Samuel  and  John  Jones,  and  John  Newton. 

The  disadvantages  arising  from  living  so  remote  from  the 
center  of  the  respective  towns  to  which  the  inhabitants  be- 
longed, induced  them  early  to  take  measures  ibr  an  act  of 
incorporation.  Col.  David  Mack,  having  well  defined,  in 
his  own  mind,  the  boundaries  of  a  new  town,  called  a  meet* 
ing  at  his  house,  to  consider  the  subject.  He  offered  to 
undertake  the  business  of  obtaining  au  act  of  ineorpora- 
tion  on  this  condition:  if  suceessi'ul,  the  town  should  refund 
his  expenses.  The  enterprise  proved  successful,  and  the 
South-west  comer  of  ^\  orthington,  the  Korth  corner  of 
Murrayiield,  (now  Chester,)  the  North-east  corner  of  Beck- 


Digitized  by  Google 


1IIDDI.VFIILD*  Ml 

et»  the  Shmih  ode  of  PMiKkraSeld,  (now  Pero^  a  {Murt  of 
WashingtoDi  and  the  land  called  PrescoU'a  Grant,  were,  hj 
an  act  ca  the  Legialatiirey  incorporated  into  a  town  called 
MiddleBeld,  March  12,  1783. 

At  the  time  of  Shays'  Insurrection,  many  of  the  people 
favored  the  movement  A  requisition  was  sent  to  Capt 
David  Mack,  (afterwards  Colonel,)  to  appear  at  Spring- 
field with  a  certain  number  of  his  men,  and  join  the  Gov- 
ernment forces.  lie  aceordinf^ly  drafted  his  men,  and  iiave 
orders  ibr  their  appearance  at  his  house  the  next  nioriiing, 
prepared  to  march;  but,  in  the  meantime,  the  com])any 
appointed  new  officers,  and  dcclai  ed  in  favor  of  the  insur- 
gents. Early  on  the  morning  appointed  for  marching,  they 
suiTouiided  and  entered  his  house,  declaring  him  a  ''pris- 
oner of  war."  Capt.  Mack,  after  exerting  himself  to  the 
utmost  to  persuade  the  men  to  desist  from  their  course  of 
folly  and  treason,  OwSked  for  a  furlough  of  three  days,  which 
they  granted.  At  their  request,  he  wrote  it,  and  having 
procured  the  sif^natures  of  the  newly  appointed  oihcers,  he 
put  the  interesting  document  in  his  pocket,  and  hastened 
to  Springfield.  On  his  arrival,  he  immediately  repaired  to 
head  quiirters,  and  pre^^rnlcd  himself  to  Gen.  Shepai'd,  to 
whom  he  exhibited  his  furlouglu  After  examining  it,  Gen. 
Shepard  said:  "Capt.  Mack,  as  you  have  no  men  to  fight 
witl^  you  may  go  home ;  we  shall  immediately  attend  to 
the  men  who  have  signed  this  paper."  They  were  soon 
arrested  and  placed  in  Northampton  jail*  Another  inter- 
esting incident  connected  with  the  insurrection  will  be 
found  recorded  in  voL  1,  p*  267. 

The  first  town  meeting  was  held  at  Col.  Mack's  house. 
At  this  meeting,  the  sum  of  £30  was  raised  to  support 
the  gospel/'  and  the  meetings  were  held  in  Col.  Mack's 
house^  or  bam.  As  yet  they  had  no  settled  minister.  In 
1791,  the  first  meeting  house  was  erected.  William  Church 
and  Malachi  Loveland  were  the  builders.  This  was  con- 
sidered a  great  undertaking  by  the  mere  handful  of  set- 
tlers, and  drew  heavily  upon  their  purses;  but,  believing  it 
their  duty  to  erect  a  house  of  worship,  they  set  their  hands 
to  the'  work,  and  erected  a  commodious  and  substantial 
church.  They  were  that  season  blessed  with  great  pros- 
perity. A  most  abundant  harvest  followed,  and  the  people 
were  often  heard  to  say  that  they  believed  themselves  no 
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poorer  for  tbeir  sacrifice  of  money  and  labor.  This  Wfltft 
for  many  years  the  only  house  of  worship  in  the  town, 
there  being  but  one  Society,  which  was  of  the  Congrega- 
tional order.  On  the  31  St  of  October,  1792,  the  iirst  min- 
ister.  Rev.  Jonathan  Nash  of  South  Hadley,  a  graduate  of 
Dartmouth  in  1789,  was  ordained,  the  people  happily  unit- 
ing in  his  settlement  He  was  dismissed  from  his  pas- 
toral charge  over  the  Congregational  Church  at  his  own  re- 
quest, on  account  of  age  and  infirmities,  July  11, 1832,  and 
tiie  same  day  Rev.  Samuel  Parker  was  ordained.  Mr. 
Parker  was  a  native  of  Ashfield,  and  a  graduate  of  Wil- 
liams College  in  1806.  He  was  dismissed  at  his  own  re- 
quest, May  23,  1833.  Rev.  John  H.  Bisbee^of  Chester- 
field, a  graduate  of  Union  College  in  1831,  was  ordained 
February  20,  1834,  and  dismissed  at  bis  own  request  in 
1838.  June  18,  1839,  Rev.  Edward  Clark  was  ordained, 
and  dismissed  at  his  own  request  in  1852.  June  28, 1854, 
Rev.  Moody  llairiugton,  the  j)rescnt  pastor,  was  instaUed. 
The  first  deacons  of  the  Congresrational  Chiirch  were  Mal- 
achi  Lovehind  and  Daniel  Chapman.  The  Society  has  a 
fund  oi"  S2,000,  81,500  of  which  was  the  gift  of  the  late 
David  Mack,  and  i^oOO,  the  gift,  by  will,  of  Sarah  Dick- 
son. In  1847,  the  Society,  at  considerable  expense,  re- 
modeled and  thoroughly  repaired  tlieir  house  of  worship. 

The  Baptist  Society  was  oi  ganized  July  23,  1817.  The 
first  pastor.  Rev.  Isaac  ChiMs,  was  ordained  June  10, 1818, 
and  dismissed  in  1828,  at  his  own  request,  Kev.  Erastus 
Andrews  was  ordained  May  20,  1829.  Culien  Townsend 
was  ordaiiiL'd  June  20,  1831.  He  was  succeeded  by  the 
following  pastors: — Rev.  Henry  Archibald  in  1(S32,  Rev. 
Isaac  Hall  in  1836,  Rev.  Orson  Spencer  in  1837,  Rev. 
Farando  Bestor  in  1841,  Rev.  Volney  Church  in  1848. 
Rev.  Orlando  Cunningham,  the  present  pastor,  was  settled 
in  1850. .  The  Society,  though  small  at  first,  has  been 
steadily  increasing  in  numbers,  and  is  now  in  a  prosperous 
condition.  In  1846  it  erected  a  new  and  commodioas  house 
of  worship. 

David  Mack  was  the  first  merchant  in  the  town.  He 
went  twice  a  year  to  Westfield,  to  purchase  an  assortment 
of  goods,  the  greater  portion  of  which  he  transported  home 
upon  the  back  of  his  horse.  Those  who  have  read  the 
tract  entitled  <<The  Faithful  Steward/'  will  recognise  the 
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9fkine  of  this  man.  He  was  a  man  whose  means  of  earlj 
edacation  were  so  limited  that  he  attended  school  with  his 
own  children,  and  spelled  in  a  class  with  his  8ix-jears;old 
son,  who  was  once  ver/  proud  of  ^getting  ahove  his 
fitther.'*  He  began  life  extremely  poor^  yet  he  amassed  a 
goodly  wealth,  nearly  all  of  which  he  expended  in  carrying 
K>rward  works  of  benevolence.  He  became  a  man  of  great 
Inflnence,  was  much  in  public  office,  and  died,  at  last,  full 
of  years  and  honors,  at  the  age  of  04.  His  integrity  was 
never  questioned,  his  christian  character  was  always  r^ 
vered,  and  so  pure  an  example  was  his  life  that,  in  the  form 
of  a  narrative,  with  the  above  title,  it  has  been  diffused  in 
immense  numbers,  through  the  agency  of  the  American 
Tract  Society. 

The  soil  of  MiddlefieM,  thougli  not  well  adapl<;d  to  till- 
a<2:e,  is  well  suited  to  grazing,  ^riioh  attention  has  been 
paid  to  the  rai^sing  of  line  wool,  and  no  pains  or  expense 
liave  been  spared  to  pert'ect  the  quality  of  the  staple.  Tho 
liuiabcr  of  fine  wooled  sheep  kept  is  about  ten  thousand.  ' 
A  good  deal  of  attention  is  also  [nud  to  the  rearing  of  fine 
cattle.  No  eiTorts  have  been  sjiared  in  this  department, 
and  the  native  breed  lias  entirely  di^appeai'ed,  by  numerouij 
crossings  with  thorough  bred  stock. 

The  first  grist  mill  was  built  hy  Mr.  John  Ford,  about 
the  year  17bO.  The  first  woolen  mill  was  built  by  Uriah 
Church  Jr.,  about  the  year  1821.  Previous  to  this,  there 
was  a  mill  for  dressing  woolen  cloth,  owned  by  Ambrose 
Church.  Several  years  subse(piently,  a  woolen  mill  was 
buih  by  Amasa  Bhisli,  who,  in  connection  with  his  sons, 
inanuiactured  broa<lcloth  for  a  number  of  years.  In  ItS  14, 
a  woolen  mill  was  built  l)y  William  D.  Blush,  and  tlie  man- 
ufacture of  cloths  was  carried  nn  for  several  years  by  dif- 
ferent persons.  In  1850,  the  mill  was  totally  destn»yed  by 
fire.  In  1849,  a  woolen  mill  was  l>uilt  l)y  U.  Church  and 
Sons.  At  present,  there  are  two  woolen  mills  m  operation, 
owned  by  S.  U.  Church  &  Bro*s.  who  manufacture  about 
65,000  yards  of  broadcloth  annually.  In  1845,  the  first 
paper  mill  was  built,  by  John  Mann.  The  aiticle  manu- 
factured was  coarse  wrapping  paper.  In  1851,  a  new  miU 
was  built  on  the  same  site,  by  Buckley,  Brothers,  of  Ne\T 
York  city,  by  whom  the  business  is  still  carried  on.  One 
tun  of  the  best  wall  paper  is  manufactured  daily. 
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In  the  Eastern  section  of  the  town  are  two  extensive 
quarries  of  soapnstone.  These  are  owned  by  the  Metro- 
POt.IT AN  SoAPSTONE  CoMrAJvY,  of  Ncw  York  city,  incor- 
porated in  lb  Jo,  with  a  capital  of  $200,000,  which  has 
lately  been  increased  to  $300,000.  About  one  hundred 
tuns  per  week  are  sent  to  market.  As  fire  stone,  it  has  re- 
markable qualities.  It  is  principally  sent  to  New  York, 
where  it  is  used  for  building  and  a  variety  of  other  pur- 
poses.   [See  vol.  1,  p.  370.] 

The  number  of  schoul  rli^^tiicls  is  eleven;  amount  of 
money  raised  for  the  support  of  schools,  S500 ;  amount 
raised  to  repair  highways,  SGOO.  Of  persons  who  have 
obtained  notoriety  in  the  scientific  and  literary  world,  Prof. 
Ebenezer  Eimuons  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  a  native  of  Middle- 
field,  stands  foremost.  IMiddklield  possesses  advantages 
for  manufacturing,  there  being  many  excellent  wnter-power 
privileges  unoccupied.  There  i'^  neither  town  or  society 
debt.  The  population  of  the  town  in  1840  was  1,395  ;  in 
1850,  692 ;  decrease  in  ten  years,  703,  a  falling  off  to  be 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  in  1840  there  was  quite  a 
large  population  of  Irish, — ^laborers  on  the  Western  Kail 
road  who  left  the  town  as  soon  as  the  constniedon  of  that 
road  was  completed*  * 

NORTHAMPTOlSr. 

The  history  of  the  settlement  of  Northampton  has  been 
given  in  full  detail  in  the  Outline  History.  [Vol.  1,  pp. 
45-53.  j  At  the  time  it  was  settled,  it  formed  with  Spring- 
field the  whole  of  Western  MassachusettSy  so  far  as  civu* 
ized  life  was  concerned*  A  brief  recapitidation  of  earlj 
events  is  all  that  will  be  attempted  in  opening  the  history. 
A  petition  was  presented  to  the  Genend  Court  for  liberty 
to  plant,  and  the  liberty  was  granted  to  plant  Nonotucki  in 
165$.  The  place  was  settled  in  the  following  year.  The 
land  wa:^  purchased  for  the  settlers,  of  the  In^ans,  by  John 
Pynchon  of  Springfield.  In  1655,  the  new  plantation 
elected  townsmen,"  or  selectmen.  The  first  meeting  house 
was  erected  the  same  year,  and  was  used  for  meetings  until 
1662,  when  it  was  converted  into  a  school  house,  and  a 
new  meeting  house  of  larger  dimensions  erected  in  its 
place.  In  1665,  the  first  board  of  magistrates,  consisting 
of  William  Holton,  Thomas  Bascom  and  Edwaid  Elmore 
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was  appointed  by  the  General  Court.  Mr.  Eleazer  Mather 
of  Dorchester  was  ordained  as  the  first  pastor  on  the  18th 

of  June,  1661. 

The  original  petitioners  for  liberty  to  plant  and  settle  at 
NonotiK'lc  were  Edward  Elmore,  Richard  Smith,  John  Gil- 
bert, William  Miller,  John  Allen,  Richard  Weklcj,  James 
Burnham,  Matthias  Foot,  (or  Trott,)  Thorn Root,  Wil- 
liam Clark,  Joseph  Smit^,  John  Stedman,  Jonathan  Smithy 
Wm.  Holton,  Robert  Bartlett,  John  Cole,  Nicholas  Ackley^  « 
John  Webb^  Thomas  Stedman,  Thomas  Bird,  Wm.  Janes^ 
John  North,  Joseph  Bird  and  James  Bird.  Of  these,  only 
eight  ever  settled  there,  yiz*,  Elmore,  Miller,  Root,  Clark, 
Holton,  Bartletl^  Webb  and  Janes.  At  a  proprietor^ 
meeting  held  at  Springfield,  Oct  8,  1653,  onlj  ten  of  the 
petitioners  were  present,  but  in  place  of  the  missing  ones 
were  ten  new  men,  who  had  joined,  or  proposed  to  join,  the 
company,  tiz.,  Giles  Whiting,  William  FeUe,  George  Alex- 
ander, John  Bailey,  John  King,  Thomas  Bascom,  Heniy 
Gnrtis,  John  Broughton,  Wm.  Ilannum  and  Thomas  Grid- 
ley.  Bnt  of  these,  only  six  or  seven  settled  at  Nonotnck. 
Within  the  first  four  years  of  the  existence  of  the  settle* 
ment,  the  following  individuals,  who  have  descendants  still 
liviB^j  in  the  town,  came  in  :  Robert  Bartlett,  Richard  and 
John  Lyman,  James  Bridgman,  Thomas  Bascom,  Thomas 
Root,  Alexander  Ed\Mirris,  Samuel  Wright,  Wm.  ^Miller, 
John  King,  Isaac  Sheldon,  Samuel  Allen,  Joseph  Parsons, 
Wm.  Hannum,  Wm,  Hulbert,  Nathaniel  Phelps  and  John 
Stebbins.  In  the  succeeding  four  years,  (from  1G58  to 
1662,)  came  Edward  Baker,  Alexander  Alvord,  Rev. 
Eleazer  Mather,  Wm,  Clark,  Henry  Woodward,  Enos 
Kingsley,  Aaron  Cook,  dulni  Stronjr,  Medad  Pomeroy, 
Jonathan  Hunt  and  John  Searle.  After  these  came  Pre- 
served Clap,  Israel  Rust,  Rev.  Solomon  Stoddard,  Kobert 
Danks,  Samuel  Judd,  Thomas  Judd  and  Mark  AV^arner. 

Mr.  Mather,  the  first  minister  of  Northampton,  died  on 
thp  IHth  of  July,  1G69.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Solo- 
mon Stoddard.  Mr.  Stoddard  was  born  in  Boston,  in 
1643, and  graduated  at  Cambridge  in  1662.  His  ordinfi- 
tion  at  Northampton  took  place  Sept.  11,  1G72,  wIk  re  he 
preached  for  nearly  55  years  before  he  had  a  colleniirne. 
Be  was  a  man  of  great  learning  and  influence,  and  made 
his  B^k  upon  the  theological  mind  and  policy  of  the  da/* 
81* 
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He  was  the  cbampiou  of  the  **  Stoddardean  doctrine,** 
which  doctrine,  in  brief,  was  that  the  Lord's  table  should  be 
accessible  to  all  persons  not  immond  in  their  lives,  that  the 
power  of  receiving  and  censuriiiL^  members  is  vested  ex- 
clusively in  the  elders  of  the  church,  and  that  synods  have 
power  to  excommunicate  and  to  deliver  from  church  c«k> 
sures.  His  views  in  regard  to  the  Lord's  Supper  were 
the  basis  of  a  religious  controversy  that  was  felt  throu^bocU 
New  England,  and  on  one  side  or  the  other  nearij  ereiy 
minister  placed  himself,  and  deiSmded  his  position.  He 
Biarried  the  widow  of  his  predecessor,  and  by  her  had  a 
fon,  CoL  John  Stoddard,  who  in  his  time  stood  thelbramosl 
man  in  Westom  Massachusetts,  and  of  whom  a  more  par- 
ticular notice  will  be  given.  Mr.  Stoddard  died  Feb.  11, 
1729.  Bev*  Jonathan  Edwards  [of  whom  a  notice  has 
already  bemi  given  .in  the  history  of  the  j^xKslcbridge 
Indians,  yoL  1,  pp.  16B--9J  was  settled  as  colleague  pastor 
with  Mr.  Stoddaxd  Feb.  15, 1727.  Mr.  Edwaids  was  a 
native  of  East  Windsor,  Cdnn.,  and  a  gvadnate  of  Tale 
College  in  1720.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Stoddard,  fa« 
became  the  sole  pastor,  and  continned  thus  until  June  22^ 
1750,  when  he  was  dismissed.  The  causes  operating  to 
iHring  about  his  dismissal  were  hi$  oppositiimto  the  proms* 
nent  docttine  of  his  predecessor,  aiid  certain  diedplinaTy 
measotes  to  which  he  had  resorted,  and  to  which  his  chnreh 
was  uttaconstomed*  His  dismission  produced  a  wide  com- 
motion among  the  churches.  His  religious  and  philosophi- 
cal works  are  an  enduring  monument  to  his  eminent  genius 
and -piety.  At  NorlLainpton,  he  was  a  most  successful 
minister. 

The  fourth  minister  of  Northampton  was  Rev.  John 
Hooker,  a  descendant  of  Ivev.  Thomas  Hooker  of  Hart- 
ford. He  was  a  native  of  Farmingtou,  Ct.,  and  a  graduate 
of  Yale  College  in  1751.  He  was  settled  at  Northampton, 
Dec.  5th,  1753.  After  a  minibtiy  of  about  23  vears,  he 
died  Feb.  6th,  1779,  at  the  age  of  48.  He  was'  an  able 
minister,  of  uncommon  Buavity  of  temper  and  the  most 
engaging  manners."  Botii  he  and  Mr,  Edwards  died  of 
the  sraall-pox,  the  former  in  New  Jersey,  and  the  latter  in 
a  small-pox  hospital  in  Easthampton.  Mr.  Hooker  was 
succeeded  hy  Rev.  Solomon  Williams,  who  was  a  native 
gf  £ast  Harttord,  Ct^aad  a  graduate  o£  Yak  Colkg»  in 
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1770.  H6  mm  ietded  June  5th,  177^,  and  died  Not.  9tli| 
1S3^  at  the  age  of  82f  haviog  been  a  pastor  56  yean.  It 
k  a  singalar  faot,  and  cmie  which  is  doabtless  withoni  a 
parallel,  thai  the  great  grandfather,  the  grandfiither^  the 
father  and  the  flon— Mr.  Williams  himself-^— each  preached 
kis  half  century  sermon.  In  the  latter  part  of  hk  Ufe^  he 
waa  aaeitfeed  by  several  oolleagaes,  but  while  he  waa  0OIO 
pastor  he  received  more  than  nine  hundred  members  into 
tfaeehoroh,  a  &et  which  of  kself  testifies  alike  to  his  emi- 
nent fidtfafahieis  and  sneeesB. 

Bar.  Marie  TWckeri  D.  was  installed  as  the  ooUcaguo 
of  Miw  WilUaaas^  March  10th,  1824.  Dr.  Tneker  was  a 
native  of  the  slate  of  New  Y<»rk,  and  a  graduate  of  TJnioii 
College.  He  was  dismissed  Aug.  16th»  1827,  and  now 
residea  in  Wetheisfieldy  Ct.  He  was  saeceeded  Sept  1 1  th, 
1828,  by  Bey.  lehabod  S.  Spenoer,  D.  IX,  who  was  thea 
installed  as  the  eoUeague  of  Mr.  WiUiams,  but  he  remained 
only  unta  March  12, 1832.  He  is  now  setded  in  Brooklyn, 
N«  T.  Bev.  Joseph  Pemiey,  D.  D.,  sueeeeded  Dr.  Spencer, 
as  the  colleague  of  Mr.  Williams,  June  ^th,  1833,  and  was 
dismissed  Nov.  24th,  1835.  Dr.  Penney  was  a  native  of 
the  North  of  Ireland,  was  educated  at  Glasgow,  and  now 
resides  in  Michigan.  Rev.  Charles  Wiley  of  New  York, 
was  oi'dained  as  the  pastor  of  the  church,  Nov.  8th,  1837, 
and  resigned  his  pastorate  in  February,  1845.  Rev.  E.  Y. 
Swift,  of  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  was  invited  to'  succeed  him, 
Oct  7th,  1845,  and  resigned  Sept.  15th,  18.31.  His  suc- 
cessor was  the  present  pastor,  Rev.  John  P.  Gleaveland 
of  Providence,  who  was  settled  in  the  early  part  of  1853. 

In  1824,  movements  were  coinmenoofl.  locking  to  the 
separation  ot  the  Second  Congregational  or  Unitarian  So- 
ciety trom  the  First  Church  and  Society.  The  lirst  time 
this  body  held  separate  worship  was  on  the  5th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1824,  when  Rev.  Mr.  Peabody,  of  SprliigheUl, 
preached.  On  tlie  following  Sabbath,  Rev.  Mr.  Iluntiiii:^- 
ton  of  Hadiey  rformed  that  office.  The  2d  Congrega- 
tional Society  was  organized  Feb.  22d,  1825,  and  Judge 
Hinckley,  Christopher  Clarke  and  Judge  Howe  were  cho- 
sen a  committee  to  engage  the  services  of  Bev.  Edward 
Brooks  Hally  for  the  succeeding  six  months.  He  had  been 
preaehing  for  them  then,  since  January.  At  the  same 
tim^jneaaiiveB  wesa  taken  to  build  a  meeting  house.  On 
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the  22d  of  Jiind  fbllowin^  the  society  invited  Mr.  Hall  to 
become  the  pastor.  He  accepted  the  call,  but  was  not  in- 
stalled until  Aug.  16th,  1826,  having  been  obliged  to  spend 
the  winter  at  the  South  on  account  of  ill  healtb.  The 
new  house  of  worship  was  dedicated  Dec.  7thy  1820,  Bev. 
Henry  Ware,  of  l>ostoii,  preaching  the  dedicatoiy  sermon* 
Mr.  Hall  was  dismissed  -  at  his  own  request,  Dec  23d, 
1829.  Daring  his  ministry,  a  f  ourishing  church  and  so- 
cie^  was  built  up.  On  the  dth  of  November,  1831,  Bev. 
Oliver  Steams  was  ordained  in  his  place,  and  was  dismissed 
March  31st,  1839.  Bev.  John  Sullivan  Dwight  succeeded 
him  March  20th,  1840,  and  his  connection  with  the  society 
was  closed  during  the  sununer  of  1841.  Bev.  Rufus  El- 
lis was  ordained  June  7th,  1843,  and  his  ministiy  extend- 
ed thorough  a  period  of  ten  years.  He  was  dismissed  May 
1st,  1853,  having  been  settled  during  a  longer  period  than 
any  of  his  predecessors.  Since  his  withdrawal,  the  pulpit 
has  been  supplied  by  Bev.  Dr.  Xngersoll,  of  Keene,  N«  H. 
One  hundred  and  eighteen  have  been  admitted  to  mem- 
bership in  the  church.  Dr.  Hall  was  settled  in  Providence 
soon  after  he  left  Northampton,  where  he  still  remains. 
Rev.  Mr.  Stearns  is  the  pastor  of  a  church  in  Hinirliam, 
Mr.  Dwight  is  editor  oi"  tlie  Mu.>-ical  Keview,  and  tlie  i\v>l 
musical  critic  in  America,  and  Rev.  Mr.  ElUs  is  pastor  of 
the  First  Church  in  Boston.  Auiong  those  originally  con- 
nected with  the  society  were  Judge  Hinckley,  Judge  Jo- 
seph Lyman,  Judge  Iluwe,  Judge  C.  E.  Forbes,  Hon.  J. 
H.  Ashraun,  Christopher  Clark,  C.  P.  Huntington,  Eben- 
ezer  Hunt,  and  other  gentleinen  of  mark  and  eminence. 

The  Edwards  Church,  orthodox  Congregatioiird,  was 
orr^anized  Jan.  17th,  1833,  and  on  the  29th  of  the  same 
month,  Rev.  John  Todd,  a  native  of  Rutland,  Vt.,  and  a 
graduate  of  Yale  Coilcizr  in  1822,  was  installed  as  the 
lirst  pastor.  The  church  was  formed  by  a  body  going  off 
from  the  lirst,  or  old  church,  consisting  of  42  males  and  f)i 
females.  Dr.  Todd  remained  only  until  Sept.  26th,  1836, 
when  he  was  dismissed,  to  take  charge  of  a  church  in 
Phiiadplpliia,  from  which  he  subsequently  removed  to 
Pittstield  in  this  State,  where  he  still  remains,  maintaining 
the  character  of  one  of  the  most  distinguished  divines  ia 
Western  Massachusetts.  He  is  widely  known  by  his  pub? 
liflhed  works,  which  liave  been  mmierous,  and  partlctthirly 
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lij  bis  Student's  Manuiil  and  Index  Renim.  He  was  siie- 
«eeded  by  Rev.  John  Mitcbell,  a  native  of  Saybrook,  Ot, 
who  was  installed  Dec.  7th,  183G.  Mr.  Mitchell  wns  a 
graduate  of  Yale  College  iu  1821.  After  lal>oring  thi  oiigh 
esume  years  of  feeble  health,  he  wa,s  dismissed  Dec.  20th, 
1842,  ami  went  abroad.  The  re^ult  of  his  ol)>f'rv;itirMis  in* 
foreign  travel  Avas  embodied  in  two  extremely  weii  writ- 
ten volumes,  entitled  "  Letters  from  over  Sea. 

Mr.  Mitchell  was  sik  <  i*eded  by  lie  v.  E.  P.  "Ro^^ers,  pas- 
tor of  the  Ck)ngregational  Church  at  Cliicopec  Fallfj,  who 
was  installed  May  IGth,  1843,  and  dismissed  November 
24th,  184G.  He  is  now  the  pastor  of  a  eluirch  in  Phtla- 
delpiiia.  Rev.  George  K.  Day,  of  ISlarlhoro,  was  his  suc- 
cessor, and  was  installed  Jan.  11th,  1«  lJ5.  He  was  dis- 
missed May  7th,  18.51,  to  accept  of  a  professorship  in  Lane 
Seminary,  in  which  otiice  he  still  remains.  Rev.  (iordon 
Hall  of  Wilton,  Ct.,  son  of  the  well  known  missionary  of 
the  same  name,  was  installed  in  his  place,  June  2d.  1852, 
and  is  the  present  pastor.  The  church  numbers  about  380 
members.  The  comer  stone  of  the  house  in  which  the 
charch  and  society  worship  was  laid  July  4, 1833,  and  the 
building  finished  during  tliat  year. 

St  John's  Church  (Episcopal)  was  orpranized  in  1826^ 
and  their  church  edifice  built  in  1829.  The  first  rector 
was  Rev.  M.  Griswold,  son  of  Bishop  GHswold,  and  the 
second.  Rev.  Joaeph  Muenseher.  Rev.  Messrs.  Silas 
Blaisdell,  Clement  Jones,  J.  C.  Richmond^  Leach,  ConollT)* 
Sunderland,  Newhall,  Foxcroft,  Chaderton,  and  others,  offl- 
elated  for  a  short  time  each,  from  about  1831  to  1836,  but 
no  one  of  them  was  regnlariy  installed  as  the  rector  of  the 
church.  From  September,  1836,  to  January,  1887,  the 
ehnrch  was  seldom  open  for  religions  services,  January, 
1838,  Bey.  David  S.  Devans  was  instituted  rector.  He 
was  succeeded,  April,  1841,  by  Rev.  Orange  Clark,  who 
was  succeeded  in  turn  in  Oct  1843,  by  Rev.  Henry  Bar- 
roughs.  In  November,  1852,  Rev.  J.  P.  Hubbard  was 
instituted  the  rector,  and*  is  still  in  office.  The  present 
number  of  communicants  is  70. 

In  1822,  there  was  not  within  twelve  miles  of  North- 
ampton, going  in  any  direction,  a  Baptist  church:  at  least, 
such  is  the  statement  of  the  book  of  records  of  the  Bap- 
tist society  in  Northampton.   In  August  of  that  year,  Ifr. 
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Bei^iwuii  Willfffd  entered  the  town  as  a&  .  agent  of  Aa 
MassachusettB  Baptist  MisBionary  Society*  He  waa  enter- 
tained in  an  old  house  occupied  hj  two  men  as  tenants, 
whose  wives  were  members  of  a  Baptist  church  in  West 
Springfield*  In  this  houscy  the  only  one  accessible  to  a 
*  Baptist  minister,  Mr.  Willard  preached  a  few  times.  He 
Tisited  a  few  fiunilies,  obtained  Dr.  Stebbins  as  a  general 
agent  for  the  Baptist  Magasine,  and  attracted  some  atten- 
tion. In  January,  1823,  Mr.  Willard  visited  Northamp- 
ton again,  and  in  the  course  of  seven  wedcs  preached  in 
more  than  thirly  different  places  in  the  town.  In  the  fol- 
lowing  April,  he  was  present  again,  and  three  persons 
were  immersed,  as  the  first  fruits  of  his  work.  1^.  Wil- 
lard preached  at  the  water  side  to  more  than  1,000  per- 
sons, who  had  never  witnessed  a  similar  scene.  Througii 
much  opposition,  that  had  the  semblance,  if  not  the  sub- 
stance, of  persecution,  the  brethren  struggled  on,  until 
April  30,  1824,  when  a  Baptist  society  was  organized,  con- 
sisting of  eleven  members.  A  church  was  formed  July 
20,  1826,  consisting  of  forty  members,  fourteen  males  and 
twenty-six  females.  A  new  meeting  house  was  opened  on 
the  8tli  of  July,  1829.  Mr.  Willard  continued  to  be  the 
pastor  of  the  church  for  several  years,  tiiough  often  absent 
for  months  on  missionary  labors.  Sometimes,  months 
passed,  without  the  meeting  house  being  once  opened  for 
preaching.  Mr.  Willard  resigned  his  pastorate  on  the  2i>th 
of  February,  1838.  Elder  Abel  Brown,  Jr.,  commenced 
preaching  Feb.  2^3,  1840,  and  w^as  sucecoded  May  16, 
1841,  by  Elder  William  M.  Doolittle.  Elder  Doolittle 
died  Feb.  13,  1842,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  brother,  El- 
der Horace  Doolittle,  in  the  following  March.  The  pres- 
ent pastor,  Be¥.  D.  M»  Crane,  commenced  his  labors  in 
April,  1846. 

A  Methodist  church  was  formed  about  eight  years  sincOi 
under  the  mmistrations  of  Key.  Mr»  Marcy.  The  society 
has  been  prosperou8|  and  possesses  a  neat  and  convenient 
house  of  worship.  There  is  also  a  Roman  Catholic 
church  in  the  town,  erected  about  ten  years  since.  About 
1840,  a  society  of  Fourierists,  or  a  community  after  some 
of  the  philosophically  approved  pattemSy  was  formed  in 
the  Western  part  of  the  town.  There  were  men  of  ability 
and  honesty  in  it,  but  its  basis  was  a  dream  and  its  end  a 
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failure.  The  experiment  of  a  few  brief  years  ierred  to 

dissolve  its  attractions  and  scatter  its  conBtituents. 

A  history  of  the  County  G>ngress  held  in  Northampton^ 
in  the  time  of  the  Revolntion,  has  already  been  given,  with 
other  incidents  in  the  connection  of  the  town  with  that 
struggle.  [YoL  1,  p.  216.]  The  town  was  a  large  contrib-  * 
utor  men  and  means  toward  the  snecess  of  the  Bevoln* 
tionary  cause.  Bonnties  were  offered  for  enlistments,  and 
even  donations  taken  np  from  honse  to  honae,  in  addition 
to  the  contributions  made  in  compliance  with  firequent  gor* 
emment  requisitions,  for  the  benefit  of  the  suffering  8<4- 
diery.  The  &mflies  in  the  town,  deprived  of  their  support 
by  the  absence  of  their  husbands,  fiithers  and  brothersy 
were  taken  care  of  generously.  In  1775,  the  fbUowing  in* 
dividuals  were  selected  as  the  committee  of  correspondence^ 
inspection  and  safbty :  Joseph  Hawl^,  Bobert  Breek,  £mi 
Clark,  Josiah  Clark,  Jacob  Parsons,  CoL  Seth  Pomeroy, 
Elijah  Hunt,  Ephraim  Wright,  Elias  Lyman,  Elijah  Clark, 
Capt.  Joseph  Lyman,  Quartus  Pomeroy,  William  Phelps, 
Caleb  Strong,  Jr.,  and  Dr.  Levi  Shepherd.  One  of  the 
above  committee,  Col.  Pomeroy,  was  a  distinp^uished  officer 
in  the  Revolution.  He  was  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill, 
and  was  appointed  a  brifradier,  June  22,  1775.  He  died 
at  Peekskill,  in  P^ebi  uary,  1777.  Major  Jonathan  Allen 
of  Northampton  was  at  tlie  battle  of  Saratoga,  and  served 
in  the  Revolutionary  army  for  several  years.  He  was  ac- 
cidentally shot  while  deer  hunting,  January  7,  1780,  nt  a 
time  when  he  was  visiting  his  home  on  a  iur lough.  Major 
Allen  had  four  brothers,  three  of  them  ministers,  all  of 
whom  were  distinguished  in  the  Revolution. 

Northampton  has  been  the  home  of  many  eminent  men. 
Among  the  natives  of  the  old  town  three  stand  prominent- 
ly out  as  deserving  a  placc^  in  history,  viz.  Col.  John  ^Stod- 
dard,  Major  Joseph  Hawley,  ;uid  Governor  Caleb  Strong. 

Col.  John  Stoddard  was  the  son  of  Rev.  Solomon  Stod- 
dard, and  %vas  horn  about  the  year  1G81.  He  was  a  grad-  / 
iiate  of  Harvard  College  in  1701,  but  was  not  looked  n])oii 
as  possessing  great  talents,  until  he  began  to  appear  in 
lie  life  ;  but  from  that  time,  he  grew  rapidly  in  tlie  public 
estimation,  until  he  held  a  stronger  influence  over  the 
people  than  any  other  mati  living  at  that  time  in  the  com- 
monwealth. In  1713,  he  was  sent  as  oommiasary  to  Qoe^ 
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bte^  to  negotiate  the  radamptjom  of  persons  taken  firomNew 

Englund.  Gov.  Ilutchinaoii  flays:  ^be  shone on^T-  in  great 
wM^rSf'*  while  inferior  matters  were  freqventfj  carried 
against  his  mind,  by  the  little  art8  and  crafts  of  minota 
politicians,  whieh  be  disdained  to  defeat  by  counter  woifc- 
ing.''  An  anecdote  is  related  of  him  in  ^Dwigbt's  Trar*- 
elsv''  wbicb  Texy  fixrdbly  ittustnUes  the  piominetit  stand  be 
oaenpied.  Qno^  when  Governor  Sbirly  bad  a  party  dining 
vitb  biia,  a  flerrant  came  into  the  roomy  and  informed  tbe 
Governor  that  a  gentleman  at  tbe  wished  to  spf^ 
with  bim.  ^  Ask  tbe  gentleman  to  come  in/*  said  tbe  Got- 
eiww*  ^  I  did,  sir/  said  tbe  serrant,  ^  but  be  said  be'could 
n0k  stay."  Tbe  con^any  were  not  a  little  surprised,  nor 
>  less  indignant,  at  behavior  wbicb  tbey  thought  so  disie- 
flpeetfbl  to  the  obi^  magistrate.  ^  What  is  his  name?^ 
said  the  Governor.  "  I  think,"  said  the  servant,  "  he  told 
me  that  his  name  was  Stoddard."  "Is  it?"  exclaimed  the 
Governor,  rising ;  Excuse  me  gentlemen,  if  it  is  Col. 
Stoddard,  I  must  go  to  him."  In  tiie  civil  aud  military 
affairs  ol  his  native  town  and  county,  he  stood  at  the  head, 
forming  one  of  that  great  trio,  which  had  John  Pynchon  of 
Sf)ringfield  for  its  lirst  member,  and  Samuel  Partridge  of 
Ilariii  Id  for  its  second,  and  which  ruled,  or  led.  Western 
iVhussachusetts  through  an  entire  century  of  its  history.  Col. 
Stoddard  died  at  Boston,  June  10,  17 18,  in  the  G7th  year 
of  his  age,  and  his  luneral  sermon,  preaclied  hy  President 
Edwards,  ascribes  to  him  the  highest  native  gifts  of  mind, 
a  peculiar  ^trcnius  for  public  affliirs,  a  thorough  jH)litical 
knowledge,  grtiit  purity  of  HfV\  incorruptible  principle,  and 
sincere  piety.  -  Upon  the  whole,"  says  President  Ed- 
wards, every  thing  in  him  was  great,  and  perhaps  there 
was  never  a  man  in  New  England  to  whom  the  denomiBflh 
tion  of  a  great  man  did  mofe  properly  belong." 

Major  Joseph  Hawley  was  born  at  Northampton  in  1724, 
and  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1742.  After  be  left  col- 
lege, he  studied  diviiiity>  and  was  a  preacher  for  seyeral 
years,  though  he  never  was  settled  in  the  mmi«try.  He 
officiated  as  a  chaplain  in  the  pioTineial  armyi  and  was  at 
tbe  mge  of  Lonlabiiig*  It  was  afler  this  that  be  studied 
hiWf  and  coinmenced  practice  in  his  native  place*  Of  hit 
evnaeiiee  as  •  lawiyer,  and  of  bis  b^h  character  at  a  man, 
aiteteoMDA  baa  abready  been  given.   [Vd.  1,  pp.  183* 
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M^or  Hawiijr  was  the  ion     LkemL  Joaepk  Haw* 

kji  who,  in  1722,  married  Bebeo^  daughter  of  Rev.  Sol- 
omoa  Stoddard.  Her  sister  married  Rer.  Tinothj  £d* 
wards,  the  father  of  President  Edwards,  ifbo  wm  thos  tin 
ooHsui  of  Miyor  Hawley.  Ifijor  Hawlejr's  gmidfathsr 
was  also  Josq^amaQof  edacatioii,  who  graduated  aft 
I^u^aid  College  in  I674|  in  a  dass  of  only  &ee.  KiQor 
Hawlej  married  Merey  Lyman  In  175S^  but  ho  left  no 
issaew  He  had  a  hrothery  Capl.  Elisha  Hawley,  who  was 
killed  at  Lake  George  in  1755,  and  whose  loss  be  deeply 
deplored.  Sueh  was  his  knowledge  of  political  history, 
and  of  the  principles  of  free  government,  that,  during  the 
disputes  between  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies,  he  was 
reij^aiduti  as  .standing  among  the  foremost  in  ability  and  in- 
fluence, ol  tliu  advocates  of  American  liberty.  Thou«:]^ii 
repeiitedly  chosen  a  member  of  the  Governors  CmmciK  lie 
refused  the  phice,  preferring  a  seat  in  the  House  nl  K»  p re- 
sen  tatives,  where  his  distinguished  patriotism  and  bold  and 
OiAUily  eloquence  gave  him  a  commanding  position.  He 
was  first  elected  a  member  in  17<)  1.  At  the  close  of  1770, 
he  became  afiiicted  with  hypochoiidiia — a  tendency  ot  his 
temperament — ^and  rr  tij  cd  from  jmblic  life.  Maj.  Hawley 
was  very  active  in  ( iFecting  tljc  rcnun  al  of  President  Kd- 
wards  irom  iiis  cliarge  in  Nortliain}tton,  a  cour^;(*  which  he 
greatly  regrettf-d  in  later  years.  Of  his  hypocliondriacal 
tendencies,  as  well  as  of  tiie  determined  and  high  toned 
spirit  that  formed  the  real  staple  of  the  man,  a  good  illu^ 
tcation  is  preserved  in  a  story  told  bj  the  late  Judge  Ly- 
man of  j^orthampUm,  who  stadied  hiw  in  his  Gov- 
ernor  Strong,  it  aj^pearsy  was  his  assodale  in  the  provinciid 
Congress,  and  when,  on  one  oooasioD,  he  returned  from 
Boston,  he  found  Mfyor  Hawley  at  home  and  extremeljr 
melancholy,  under  the  apprehension  that  if  the  Revolution- 
ary cause  should  fail,  he  should  be  hong.  No,"  replied 
Strootgy  ^they  will  mi  probably  hang  more  than  40  men^ 
and  jou  and  I  shall  eseape."  Boused  by  the  low  ^timato 
thus  bestowed  upon  his  opposition,  Ur.  Hawley  rejoined, 
would  have  you  to  Imow,  Sir,  that  lam  one  of  <As  jfirsf 
^re^J**  The  next  day  he  made  a  flaming  patriotie  ^eech 
before  the  town.   He  died  in  Ifarch,  178^  at  the  a^e  of  64. 

Hon.  Caleb  Strooig,  LL.  was  bom  January  9,  174& 
He  was  the  son  of  Lieut  Oaleb  Strong,  who  died  in  1769, 

22 
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9md  great-great-griadson  of  John  Strongy  the  flnt  niUag 
elder  of  the  chuxsh  in  Northampton*  Mr*  Strong  gradua- 
ted at  Harvard  Uiftyersity  in  1764^  and  pursued  Ms  legal 
studies  under  the  direction  of  Major  Hawlej*  In  1774» 
he  was  eboeen  to  represent  the  town  in  the  Piovindal  Con- 
giess*  He  was  mudi  in  public  affidrs,  and,  in  the  intervale 
of  repose,  pursued  his  professional  business  and  studies 
•  with  such  success,  that,  in  1776,  he  was  appointed  county 
attorney,  an  office  which  he  held  for  24  years.  He  repre- 
sented the  town  in  the  convention  for  devising  and  adopt- 
ing a  Constitution,  and  was  one  of  the  coinuiittee  appointed 
by  that  body  to  draw  up  a  plan  for  a  Constitution,  to  be 
submitted  to  the  people.  In  1780,  lie  was  a  member  of  the 
Council,  and  in  that  year  was  appointed  a  delegate  to  Con- 
gress, an  appointment  wliich  he  declined.  In  1787,  he  was 
a  delegate  in  the  convention  which  framed  the  present 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  In  1788,  he  was  elected 
U.  S.  Senator  in  the  first  Congress  under  the  new  Con!=ti- 
tution,  and  again  in  1793,  but,  tired  of  public  life,  lu^  re- 
signed before  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office.  He  then 
considered  his  public  cai-eer  closed,  but  hi  i«00.  the  people 
of  the  Commonwealth  called  him  to  the  chief  magistracy. 
As  a  proof  of  his  high  standing,  where  he  was  personally 
the  best  known,  it  is  a  fact  without  parallel,  that  seven  or 
eight  towns,  of  which  Northampton  is  the  center,  not 
a  single  vote  against  him.  He  was  elected  GovenuMr  for 
seven  sucoessiYe  years.  He  then  retired  to  his  home,  de- 
termined never  to  be  drawn  from  it  again.  In  the  troubles 
that  followed  this  period,  the  people  bisgan  again  to  turn  to 
their  old  Governor,  and,  muoh  against  his  wishes,  he  was 
re-elected  in  1811.  The  story  of  liis  connection  with  the 
war  of  1812  has  already  been  told.  [VoL  l.pp.  323-4- 
6-6^-7-8.]  After  holding  the  office  for  four  years.  Gov. 
Strong  retired,  and  £(x  dbe  last  time,  from  the  duties  of 
public  office.  As  a  lawyer,  a  legislator,  a  chief  magistrate, 
a  men  and  a  christlaD,  Goyemor  Strong  stood  high,  incor^ 
raptible  and  without  reproach.  Many  questum  the-sound- 
nesa  of  his  opinions  and  the  justice  of  his  policy  in  his  op* 
position  to  the  General  Goyenunent,  in  the  last  war  -with 
Skigland,  bnt  none  doobt  that  these  opinions  were  conscien* 
tioaaly  eonceiyed  and  held,  or  diat  his  pdicy  was  honestly 
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pursued.    lie  died  suddenly,  at  Lis  residence  in  Northamp* 
ton,  November  7,  IHTJ,  in  the  75th  year  of  his  age. 

These  thret^  mvn  and  their  nuijlu  memories  are  the  j(?w- 
els  of  Northampton,  but  perhaps  another  name  ^liuuld  be 
added  to  them,  althouj»h  it  is  less  directly  associated  with  - 
Northampton  than  these.  Judge  Sinu  uu  StroDfr,  son  of 
Nehemiah,  was  boni  3Iarch  G,  1736.  His  father  removed 
when  he  was  young  to  iVinherst.  He  graduated  at  Yale  * 
in  1756,  and  hnd  t]u»  honor,  after  graduation,  of  receiving 
the  premiums  insiiuiti  d  ]>y  the  Icjirned  and  generous  Dean 
Berkley;  He  studi* d  theology,  and  had  repejitrd  invita- 
tions to  settle  in  the  ministry,  but  he  declined  tliein  ail  on 
account  of  pulmonary  difTKMilties.  He  then  read  law  with 
Col.  Worthington  of  Springlield,  and  commenced  practice 
in  1761.  He  soon  rose  to  great  eminence,  standing  at  the 
head  of  the  Hampshire  Bar.  In  1800  h(;  was  appointed 
one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, a  station  for  wdiich  he  was  eminently  fitted.  He 
died,  greatly  lamented,  Dec.  14,  1805,  aged  69  years. 

Nothing  has  contributed  more,  unless  its  long  line  of 
christian  teachers  be  excepted,  to  make  Northampton  the 
iieat  of  intelligence  and  good  society  that  it  is,  and  hm 
been,  than  it?  schools.  In  these,  an  early  beginning  was 
made.  In  1663,  a  school  master  was  to  receive  £6  and  his 
charges  for  tuition,  for  teaching  the  children  of  the  settle 
ment.  In  1687,  the  grammar  school  master  had  a  salary 
of  £20  and  tuition  fees.  In  1725,  the  salary  of  the  8cbo<A 
master  was  £45.  Northampton  was  one  oi  the  earliest 
towns  in  the  State  to  reform  and  elevate  its  system  of  pub- 
lic schools,  and  took  the  initiatlTe  in  those  improvemenla 
which  have  done  so  much  in  the  elevation  of  popular  ediH 
cation  within  the  last  twenty  years.  The  number  of  lib- 
erally educated  men  turned  out  by  Northampton  has  been 
very  large.  It  is  stated  that  before  1821  one  hundred  of 
the  young  men  of  the  town  had  received  a  libend  educa- 
tion. Since  that  time,  the  number  has  been  very  large, — 
too  large,  with  the  others,  to  be  enumerated  in  this  hiMory, 
even  were  the  statistics  readily  accessible.  The  number 
of  professional  and  literary  men  who  have  made  North- 
ampton their  home  has  been  equally  large.  None  of  the 
learned  professions  liave  been  without  eminent  oinaments, 
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but  naoy  of  theM  are  appiopxiately  montkmed  iit'the  hifl* 
tones  of  the  towoB  which  gave  them  birth. 

For  seTeralyeaiB  following  1835,  Northampton  was  the 
emter  of  an  ezcitemeot  ^\  liich,  in  its  kind^  is  beHeved  to 

Jlave  been  without  a  parallel  in  tlie  coimtrj.  It  was  con- 
tiected  with  the  introduction  of  the  culture  of  the  mulber- 
17,  and  the  maniifactiixe  of  silk.   Ssamuel  Whitmarsh,  a 

'  gentleman  <ii  great  onterprise  ai^d  enthusiastic  temperar 
HMBt,  was  the  leader  in  the  speculation,  and  demonstrated 
the  sinoerilj  of  his  views  hj  beooming  to  a  certain  extent 
their  victim.  He  formed  a  comp.in  j,  with  a  heavy  capita!, 
bought  a  hffge  fimn,  and  erected  a  mill  of  the  most  dura- 
ble construction.  lie  erected  also  a  large  cocoonrj  upoa 
hiA  own  garden*  The  variety  of  the  mulberry  known  as 
the  MOfitf  mukieaiiMi  was  introduced,  and  commanded  ftb- 
vlous  prices.  Small  plants  were  sold  for  almost  their 
weight  in  gold,  and  ^re  was  hardly  a  garden  in  North- 
ampton  but  rejoiced  in  these  treasures.  From  this  point 
the  fever  spread,  until  it  embraced  all  parts  of  New  Eng- 
land where  tlie  mulberry  could  be  grown.  The  affair  at 
last  assumed  a  national  importance,  and  sage  calculations 
were  based  on  the  introduction  into  America  of  a  new 
branch  of  industry.  The  bubble  swelled  and  hLiil  expand- 
ed, from  year  to  year,  nidiant  with  golden  hues  and  rain- 
bow tints,  until,  with  hardly  a  premonition,  it  burst,  and  the 
mulberry  only  stoocl  to  remind  the  fortunate  of  their  gains, 

^  and  the  unfortunate  of  their  losses — nay,  in  some  cases,  of 
their  ruin.  The  sanguine  hopes  of  Mr.  Whituiarsh  and 
the  thousands  wlio,  with  him,  were  interested  in  the  enter- 
prise of  silk  growin5r,  were  all  swept  away.  The  only 
lasting  etitrt,  far  as  the  silk  interest  was  concerned,  was 
the  introduction  into  the  town  of  the  manuiacture  of  sew- 
ing silk  f  rom  foreign  stock.  This  has  been  and  ia  still  car- 
tied  on  \)y  several  establishments. 

A  few  years  since,  Mr.  Rngglcs,  a  colored  man,  and 
blind,  opened  a  small  water-cure  establishment  at  Florence 
Village,  about  two  miles  west  of  the  court  house,  and  found 
himself  well  patronized.  Since  that  time  the  water-cure 
establishments  in  the  town  have  multiplied,  and  the  town 
has  become  a  great  resort  £or  the  disciples  of  Fieissnitz 
and  pure  water.  There  are  three  establishments  now  open 
and  in  successful  operation,  via. :  one  carried  on  by  Br. 
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Charles  Munde,  u  ( >ermari,  at  Florence  vilkige ;  one  at 
Springdale,  by  Dr.  E.  E.  Deunitjton,  and  one  uu  Round 
Hill,  by  Dr.  Halsted. 

Northampton  is  somewhat  largely  engaged  in  manufac- 
turing, but  the  following  are  the  only  returns  received: 

The  Greenville  IManufac^turing  Co.,  at  Florence  villuir^, 
manufacture  cotton  cloth,  employing  75  hands  and  pro- 
ducing 700,000  yards  annually,  of  tlic  value  of  S50,000. 
The  concern  has  been  in  operation  8  years. — Caleb  Loud, 
(LoudviUe)  manutiictures  priper,  machinery  and  lumber, 
using  annually  in  his  paper  business  100  tuns  of  rags  and 
ropes,  and  materials  in  the  other  branches  of  his  business 
which,  in  the  aggregate,  amoiini  to  $7,000,  and  producing 
75  tuns  of  paper,  valued  at  Sli>,000 ;  machinery,  S2,500 ; 
lumber  (40,000  feet,)  $800.  He  has  been  operating  8 
years,  and  employs  11  hands. — ^Abelis  &  Co.  manufacture 
lumber,  doors,  sash  and  blinds^  consuming  annuallj  1,500,- 
000  feet  of  lumber,  of  the  value  of  $40,000,  and  employ- 
ing about  20  hands.  The  concern  has  been  in  operaticm 
*  five  years.— Warner  &:  Buy  dam  manufacture  sewing  silk, 
consuming  annually  5,000  lbs.  of  raw  silk,  valued  at 
$25,000,  employing  15  hands,  and  producing  finished  sew- 
ings of  the  value  of  from  $35,000  to  $40,000.  The  mill 
was  built  in  1842,  by  J*  Conant  Co.,  and  for  a  consider^ 
able  period  since  that  time,  was  carried  on  by  Warner, 
Holland  &  €k>^W.  E.  Hayes  &  Co.,  have  for  one  year 
employed  20  hands  in  the  manufacture  of  stationary  steam 
engines  and  general  machinery. — ^B.  Bass  uses  up  or 
^  curls"  annually  100  tuns  of  com  husks,  of  the  yalue  of 
$1,200,  for  mattresses.  He  employs  4  hands,  has  been  in 
operation  3  years,  and  turns  out  yearly  a  production  of  65 
tuns,  valued  at  $3,900« — ^White  &;  Hawks  manufacture 
enameled  cloth.  They  have  been  in  operation  one  year, 
employing  25  hands,  consuming  stock  to  the  value  of 
$82,400,  and  producing  180,000  yards  of  finished  goods, 
valued  at  $65,000. 

Tlic  total  amount  of  taxation  in  Northampton,  for  town 
purposes,  in  1854,  avus  $17,090  ;  appropriation  for  schools, 
$5,500.  There  were  1,204  polls  in  1853.  The  ])opula- 
tion  in  1840,  by  the  state  census,  was  3,G72  in  1850, 
5,194 ;  increase  in  ,ten  years,  1,522. 
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PELHAM. 

The  u  rritory  of  Pel  ham  originally  formed  a  portion  of 
the  "  Equivalent  Lands,"  an  account  uf  which  i.i  given  in 
the  history  of  Belcherlowu.  It  was  sold  by  the  state  of 
Connecticut  to  CoL  John  Stoddard  and  others  of  North- 
amptuii,  and  was  at  first  popularly  denominated  "  Slod- 
dai-d's  Town."  The  lands,  while  ia  a  wild  condition,  were 
much  injured  in  timber  and  soil  by  the  burnings  to  which 
they  were  subjected  by  hunters,  and  by  those  on  the  Con- 
necticut, who,  by  this  means,  secured  a  fiworite  pasturage 
for  their  cattle.  This  burning  was  prosecuted  for  some 
time  after  the  settlem*  nt  of  the  town,  and,  in  fact,  until  a 
committee  was  chosen  by  the  to\yn  to  prosecute  the  offend- 
ers. When  the  town  was  })ur chased,  the  first  settlers  were 
mostly  residents  of  Worce>t('r.  They  had  formed  a  com- 
pany for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  a  part  or  the  whole  of 
a  township  to  settle  upon,  and  sent  forward  Robert  Peebles 
.  and  James  Thornton,  as  a  committee  to  make  arrangements 
for  them.  They  examined  Stoddard's  Town,  and  made  a  * 
contract  with  Coh  Stoddard  for  the  purchase  and  speedy 
settlement  of  the  territory.  This  contract  was  made  on 
the  26th  day  of  September^  1738,  and  arrangements  were 
immediately  made  to  organize  the  proprietors,  and  take  • 
possession  of  the  lands.  The  company  numbered  34,  and 
a  deed  was  given  on  the  1st  of  January,  1739,  to  all  of 
them,  naming  each,  and  the  proportions  of  land  which  each 
should  hold.  The  territory  seems  to  have  been  divided 
into  sixty  parts,  and  while  one  proprietor  had  but  one 
sixtieth,  another  had  five  sixtieths,  according,  doubtless,  to 
what  they  had  paid  of  the  purchase  money.  The  first 
meeting  of  the  proprietors  was  held  in  Worcester,  at  the 
house  of  Capt  Daniel  Haywood,  Feb.  26th,  1739,  when  a 
committee  was  chosen  to  survey  the  town,  and  lay  out 
sixty-one  home-lots.  This  indicates  that  the  number  of 
proprietors  had  been  increased,  as  a  lot  was  laid  out  for 
each  proprietor,  and  one  for  the  first  settled  minister.  In 
the  following  May,  the  proprietors  met  again,  at  the  same 
place.  The  surveying  committee  made  their  report,  and 
the  proprietors  drew  for  their  lots.  At  this  meetinpr  it  was 
*  voted  that  the  sum  of  £15  be  allowed  and  p;iui  towards 
making  a  road  to  the  nieetiug  lious^e,  (so  culled,)  and  from 
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thence  to  I^ast  Hadley,  (viz.)  a  bridle  road."  All  subse- 
quent meetings  of  the  proprietors  were  held  in  Worcester, 
until  Aug.  Gth,  1740,  wlien  a  meeting  was  held  at  the 
house  of  John  Ferguson,  in  the  new  township,  named  by 
the  proprietors  **  Lisbon/*  otherwise  "  .New  Lisbame/'  By 
this  name,  with  its  variations  and  various  spellings^  it  waf 
known  until  the  i&corporati<Hi  of  the  town  with  its  present 
name. 

Pelham  was  incorporated  as  a  town,  Jannary  15,  1743, 
and  the  first  town  meeting  was  held  on  the  succeeding  19th 
of  April.  The  name  was  undoubtedly  given  in  honor  of 
Lord  Pelham  of  England,  who  passed  through  the  state 
about  that  time,  and  thereby  hangs  a  talei"  or  rather  8ev« 
eral  tales.  One  is  that,  in  acknowledgment  of  the  honot 
thus  conferred,  Lord  Pelham  presented  the  church  with  a 
beU,  which  was  allowed  to  remain  in  Boston  until  it  was 
sold  for  freight  and  storage.  Another  is  that  it  was  pur* 
biased  by  the  Old  South  Church  in  Boston,  of  the  Pelham 
Church*  Both  stories  are  improbable*  One  thing  is  cei«* 
tmn :  the  bell,  if  bell  there  was,  never  arrived  in  Pelham. 

The  ancestors  of  the  settlers  of  Pelham  were  Irish 
Presbyterians.  In  the  agreement  between  Col.  Stoddard 
and  the  original  Committee^  occurs  this  passage :  It  is 
agreed  ihat  &milies  of  good  conversation  be  settled  on  the 
premises,  who  shall  be  such  as  were  the  inhabitants  <d  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland  or  their  descendants,  being  protestants, 
and  none  to  be  admitted  but  such  as  bring  good  and  un- 
deniable credentials  or  certificates  of  their  being  persons 
of  good  conversation,  and  of  the  Presbytrrian  persuasion 
as  used  in  the  Church  of  Scotland,  and  coiduriu  to  the  dis- 
cipline thereof."  August  G,  1740,  it  was  "  voted  to  build  a 
meeting  house,  to  raise  £100  towards  building  it,  and  choose 
a  committee  to  agree  witli  a  workman  to  raise  the  house, 
and  provide  for  the  settling  of  a  minister,"  Subsequent 
to  this,  £220  were  raised,  in  two  instalments,  for  the  erec- 
tion and  completion  of  the  structure.  April  19,  1743,  a 
meeting  wai;  held  at  the  meeting  house,  and  Al-iy  26,  of  the 
same  year,  mrasurcs  were  taken  "to  glaze  iho  meeting 
house,  to  build  a  pul^ut,  and  underpin  the  house  at  the 
charge  of  the  town."  In  this  house,  the  public  school  %vas 
kept  for  several  years.  In  1755,  the  town  voted  to  1)uild 
three  school  housesi  one  at  the  meeting  house,  one  at  the 
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PLAINFIELD. 

Flainfield  was  oninnally  included  within  the  boundaries 
of  Cummington.    The  earliest  settler  upon  its  tenitorf 
was  Thomas  Mclntire.    He  ?f  ttled  in  1770.    Other  early- 
settlers  were  Mr.  Dunton,  Mv.  Walker,  Andrew  Cook^ 
John  Streeter,  Stephen  Smith,  Eliphalet  White,  Isaac  J07, 
Ebeneser  Colson,  Andrew  Ford,  Caleb  White  and  Samuel 
Streeter.    This  part  of  the  town  of  Cummington  was  set- 
tled with  comparative  rapidity,  so  that,  on  the  16th  of 
March,  1785,  Plainfield  was  incorporated  as  a  district  of 
Cuinmington.   It  was  not  incorporated  as  a  town  until 
Jane  15ti^,  1S07«   The  first  district  meeting  was  notified 
and  warned  by  Isaac  Joy,  in  pursuance  of  a  warrant  issued 
by  Nahum  Eager,  Esq.,  of  Worthington.   The  meeting 
was  held  at  the  house     Simon  Burroughs,  July  25, 1785, 
when  Ebenezer  Colson  was  chosen  moderator,  and  the  fol* 
lowlii;^'  officers  were  elected:  Joshua  Shaw,  district  clerk 
and  treasurer ;  Ebenezer  Colson,  John  Packard  and  John 
Cunningham,  selectmen;  Isaac  Joy  and  John  Packard, 
tythingmen ;  and  Jchn  Streeter,  deer^reeve.   About  ibUi 
time,  came  on  the  Shays  Insurrection*   Several  of  the 
Plainfield  people  espoused  the  cause  of  the  rebellion,  but 
toon  becoming  conyinced  that  thej^were  in  the  wrong,  they 
todc  and  subscribed  the  oath  of  allegiance.    On  the  22d 
of  March,  1790,  the  district  "  voted  to  raise  twenty  pounds 
for  schooling,  the  ensuing  year/*  and,  on  the  following  5th 
of  April,  voted  to  build  a  school  liouse  in  each  district 
On  the  4th  of  February,  179-4,  Joseph  Clarke  and  Jona- 
than Beals,  with  their  families,  and  all  the  lands  lying 
North  of  a  direct  line  from  the  South  East  corner  of 
Plainfield  to  the  South  West  corner  of  Ashfield,  belonging 
to  the  territory  of  Ashfield,  were  annexed  to  the  district 
of  l^hiin field,  and  on  the  21st  of  June,  I8O0,  one  mile  of 
the  Southerly  ])art  of  Hawley  was  also  annexed  to  Plain- 
field.    Tlie  vote  to  petition  for  the  incorporation  of  tlie 
town  was  taken  May  15,  1806,  and  the  incorporation  ef- 
fected, as  has  already  been  stated,  on  the  loth  of  June, 
1807. 

Preyious  to  the  incorporation  of  Plaintield  as  a  district, 
tlie  peopte^tended  ehnrch  in  Cummin irton.  In  the  Au- 
gust followin^the  incorporation,  it  was  voted,  in  district 
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mediiig^  to  raise  £14  to  hire  preaching  for  that  year,  and 
on  the  diet  of  Aagtut,  1786^  a  church  was  eonstitiited, 
eonauitiiig  of  Iburteen  members.  Maj  14, 1787,  the  ^s- 
trict  voted  to  call  Me.  James  Thompson  to  settle  in  the 
ministiy,  offering  in  specified  articles,  a  yearly  salary  of 
j£60«   Mr.  Thompson  declined  the  invitation. 

On  the  23d  of  May,  1791,  a  spot  of  ground  was  agreed 
upon  as  a  site  for  the  first  meeting  house,  and  on  the  sno- 
ceeding  27th  of  October,  it  was  voted  to  build  a  house, 
fiffy«five  and  a  half  feet  long  and  forty«two  feet  and  a  half 
wide.  November  23d,  Caleb  White,  John  Cunningham, 
James  Richards,  Andrew  Cook  and  John  Hamlin  were  ap- 
pointed as  a  committee  "to  procure  materials,  and  carry  un 
the  building  of  said  meeting  liouse,  in  .such  u  maimer  as 
shall  be  most  advantageous  to  the  district,  according  to 
their  best  discretion."  On  the  23d  of  April,  1792,  it  waa 
voted  that  the  owners  of  pews  in  th(^  meeting  house  pro- 
cure rum  to  raise  said  building."  Owing  to  the  limited 
means  of  the  district,  this  building  avus  not  finished  until 
1797.  On  the  l  .">th  of  June  of  that  year,  it  was  publicly 
dedicated,  two  sermons  being  preached  on  the  occasion — 
one  by  Rev.  Aaron  Bascom  of  Chester,  and  one  bj  Rev. 
John  Leland  of  Partridgefield,  now  Peru. 

On  the  8th  of  March,  1701,  the  church  voted  to  give 
Rev.  Moses  Hallock  an  iir.  ii<ition  to  settk'  in  tlu»  inijiislry, 
and  the  di-itrict  followed  un  th(^  14t}i  of  tlie  same  month 
with  a  unanimously  confirmatory  vote,  and  agreed  to  ofier 
him  ninety  pounds  as  settlement,  and  'Mbrty-fh  f*  pounds  a 
year  for  the  first  two  years,  then  to  increase  tive  pounds  a 
year  until  it  amounts  to  sixty  pounds,  there  to  remain.*' 
Mr«  Hallock  declined  the  invitation,  on  account  of  infirm 
health.    Notwithstanding  ihis^  the  church  voted  on  the  8th 
of  March,  l792,  to  renew  the  offer.    It  was  this  time  ac- 
cepted, and  on  the  11th  of  the  succeeding  Julj,  he  was 
ordained.    Mr.  Hallock  was  bom  at  Brookhaven,  L. 
februarj  16,  17  GO.   Before  commencing  study,  he  spent 
some  time  in  the  Revolutionary  army.    He  was  a  p^i  adu- 
ate  of  Yale  College,  in  1788,  and  labored  with  his  Plain- 
field  flock  until  his  death,  which  occurred  July  17th,  1837 
— «  period  of  fifly-fiye  years — when  he  had  arrived  at  the 
age  of  77.   During  his  mimstrr,  there  were  several  reriT- 
ab  of  religion  in  his  ehnrdi.  Chie  day,  in  1790,  17  per- 
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iODf  joined  the  ehnieh.  In  1798,  dl  penmn  joined 
ehurch,  24  penons  ^adonung  the  alley  at  one  tame.'' 
Tbirtj-four  persons  were  admitted  to  the  church  on  tha 
first  of  Majy  1808,  26  on  the  sncceeding  dd  of  July,  and 
29  on  the  4th  of  November,  1827. 

On  the  2d  of  March,  1831,  Bev«  Dayid  Ejmball  waa 
settled  as  colleague  pastor  with  Mr.  Hallodc,  and  closed 
his  ministerial  li£or8  in  Plainfieldin  January,  1835,  though 
he  was  not  regularly  dismissed  by  an  Ecclesiasticid  Conn* 
cil  until  September  27, 1837.  Mr.  Kimball  was  a  naitve 
of  Hopkinton,  N.  H.,  and  a  graduate  of  Yale  Ck>llcge  in 
1818.  On  the  day  of  his  dismission,  Rev.  Dana  Goodsell 
was  installed  in  his  place,  but  he  remained  in  Plainfield 
only  two  years,  and  was  dismissed  September  25,  1839. 
Rev.  Wm.  A.  llawley  was  his  successor,  and  was  installed 
July  21,  1841.  His  pastoral  connection  was  dissolved  ou 
the  Gth  of  October,  1847,  his  labors  having  ceased  on  the 
previous  1st  of  July.  On  the  day  of  his  dismissal,  Rev. 
II.  J.  Gaylord  was  installed  in  his  place,  and  at  the  same 
time.  Rev.  David  Rood,  a  graduate  of  AVilliams  College, 
•  was  ordained  its  a  missionary  of  the  American  Board.  Mr. 
Gaylord's  connection  with  the  church  and  society  was  dis- 
solved September  9,  1851.  Rev.  David  B.  Bradford  was 
installed  in  his  place  June  10th,  1852,  and  was  diamiased 
in  May,  1854. 

A  Baptist  Society  was  formed  in  the  Eastern  part  of 
the  town  on  the  25th  of  February,  1833,  the  first  meeting 
having  been  called  by  Asa  Thayer,  in  pursuance  of  a  war** 
rant  issued  by  Nehemiah  Richards,  Esq.,  of  Cummington. 
The  churcli  was  organized  on  the  18th  of  June,  1833,  El- 
der David  Wright  acting  as  moderator  of  the  Ecdesiasti- 
cal  Council.  The  society  subsequently  built  a  meeting 
house,  but  they  have  never  had  a  settled  pastor.  Several 
ministers  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  hired  by  the  year. 
The  names  of  those  thus  hired  are  Elders  Alden  B.  Eggles- 
ton,  Nathaniel  McCullock,  Samuel  S.  Kingsley,  Wm.  A. 
Pease,  A.  H.  Sweet  and  James  Claric,  who  is  now  preach- 
ing for  the  Society. 

In  the  quiet  society  of  Plainfield  lived  one  man  whose 
life  exemplified  the  Christian  graces  to  sndi  a  d^ree,that 
a  simple  narrative  of  it,  written  by  Mr.  William  A.  Ha]^ 
lock,  haa  been  for  many  years  an  active  agency  in  the  est* 
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tensloii  of  ChriBtiBm^r.  ^The  Moantain  IDUer,*  which 
stands  side  by  side  with  ^The  Daiiyman'^B  Daughter^  and 
*The  Sheperd  of  Salislraiy  Plain,"  had  its  original  in 

iPlaijifield,  in  the  person  of  Deacon  Joseph  Beals.  Dea- 
con Beals  was  a  native  of  Bridgewater,  and  removed  with 
his  family  to  Plainfield  in  1779.  Some  ten  years  after- 
wards, he  became  a  true  Christian,  and  consecrated  all  his 
powers  to  the  Christian  work.  His  devotedness  to  tlic  ser- 
vice of  his  master  was  almost  without  example.  He  died 
July  20,  1813.  The  pious  traveler  stops  to  cull  the  flow- 
ers that  frrow  around  the  spot  associated  with  liis  residence, 
and  to  drink  of  the  sjn  inLi;  where  he  so  often  paused  in 
passing  between  his  house  and  mill.  The  naiTative  tract 
of  which  he  furnished  the  subject,  was  first  pnbli^^lied  by 
the  American  Tract  Society  in  1831,  and  within  oii«'  ye;ir, 
140,000  copies  were  printed,  the  whole  edition  amount iii;^ 
to  168,000.  In  1833,  the  work  was  carefully  revised,  and 
another  edition  of  1()8,U00  copies  printed.  The  tract  has 
been  multiplied  since,  almost  indefinitely.  It  has  been 
translated  into  various  languages,  and  published  and  mul- 
tiplied in  foreign  countries.  Tiie  tfuthor  received  $50  for 
writing  the  tract,  which  he  generously  devoted  to  the  diffii- 
don  of  the  tract  itself. 

Plainfield  has  no  strictly  ReTolutionarj  history,  as,  dur^ 
ing  the  revolutionary  period,  it  was  embraced  within  Cum- 
mington,  but  its  list  of  pensioners,  as  given  in  Jacob  Por- 
ter^B  history  of  Plainfieldi  published  in  1834,  shows  that 
the  people  were  actively  upon  the  patriotic  side.  The 
names  &ere  ^ven  are  Lemuel  AHiSy  Joseph  Barnard, 
Ebenezer  Bisbee,  John  Campbell,  Vinson  Curtis,  Ebene- 
zer  Dickinson,  James  Dyer,  Joseph  Gloyd,  Bev.  Moses 
Hano<d[,  Jacob  Nash,  Philip  Packard,  Whitcomb  Pratt, 
James  Bich^s,  Josiab  Shaw,  Samuel  Streeter,  Josiah 
Torrey  and  Caleb  White, 

The  most  important  private  school  ever  taught  m  Plain^ 
field  was  a  small  one  under  the  charge  of  the  reverend 
pastor  Hallock.  Upwards  of  300  young  ni^n  enjoyed  its 
privileges.  Mr.  ILillock  possessed  a  wide  popularity,  as  a 
manager  and  educator.  Among  those  who  in  early  life 
received  the  benefits  of  this  school  were  William  Cullen 
Bryant,  the  poet ;  James  Richards,  Jonas  King,  Pliny 
Fide,  Levi  Parsons  and  William  Richards,  all  foreign  mia- 
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slonarietl;  William  H.  Maynard,  Jeremiah  Hmiipbrey 
Hallocky  James  Hayward,  the  well  known  civil  engineer, 
and  Sylvester  Ilovey,  once  the  professor  of  Mathematics 
and  Natural  Philosophy  in  Amherst  College.  Among  the 
graduates  of  literary  institutions,  the  following  are  the 
principal  of  those  who  have  originated  in  Plainfield: 
James  Bichards,  a  graduate  o^  Williams  QbUiege  in  1809, 
one  of  the  originators  of  the  American  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners for  Foreign  Missions,'  and  one  of  ita  easiest  mis- 
sionaries to  India,  who  died  TjllypaHy  in  Geylou,  Aug. 
3,  1822 ;  Cyrus  Joy,  a  graduate  of  Wuliama  College  in 
1811,  subsequently  a  practitioner  of  law  in  Northampton 
and  Plainfield,  from  which  latter  place  he  removed  to  Phil- 
adelphia ;  William  Allen  Ilallock,  a  graduate  of  Williams 
College  in  1819,  who  assisted  in  the  foniuiiion  of  the 
American  Tract  Society  in  New  York,  in  1825,  and  wab 
its  first  Corresponding:  Secretary  and  General  Agent;  Ge- 
rard Ilallock,  a  graduate  of  Williams  College  iji  1819,  and 
au  editor  in  suecession  of  tlie  Boston  Telegraph,  the  Bos- 
ton Recorder,  the  New  York  Observer  and  the  Kew  York 
Journal  of  Commerce  ;  Williiim  Ivieliards,  a  graduate  of 
Williams  College  in  1819,  who  ai'rived  at  the  Sandwich 
Islands  in  1 823,  as  a  missionary  of  tlie  American  Board, 
where  he  died  November  7,  18i7,  at  the  age  of  54,  his  fa- 
tal disease  being  the  result  of  mental  labor  while  acting  as 
privy  councilor  and  prime  minister  to  the  King  of  those 
Islands. — (Several  years  prior  to  his  death  he,  with  a  na- 
tive of  the  Islands,  visited  the  United  States,  England  and 
France,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  from  those  govern- 
ments the  recognition  of  the  Independence  of  the  Islands, 
and  was  entirely  successful  in  his  mission.) — Tilly  Brown 
Hay  ward,  a  graduate  of  Brown  University  in  1820  ;  Aus* 
tin  Richards,  a  graduate  of  Amherst  College  in  1824,  or- 
dained as  pastor  of  a  church  in  Francestown^  N.  H.,  No- 
vember 7, 1827  ;  ErastusDickinsbn,  a  graduate  of  Amherst 
College  in  1832 ;  Isaac  Newton  Lincoln,  a  graduate  of 
Williams  College  in  1847,  and  now  a  professor  of  lan- 
guages in  thalf  institution ;  David  Bood,  a  graduate  of  Wil- 
liams College  in  1844,  and  now  a  missionary  in  SouUi 
Africa.  '  t 

.  No  man  ean  read  the  history  of  Plainfield  witUSwIit  the 
impression  that  few  other  towns  in  the  Commonwealth 
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have  had  so  wide  and  so  constantly  increasing  an  infhionce 
upon  the  cause  of  Chri>tian  missions.  Few  are  ihf  cler- 
gymen, in  a  quiet  country  town,  who  have  been  so  inlluen- 
tial  in  pourin;::  out  opnri  the  world,  info  the  brou'lfst  chan- 
nels of  Christian  beneficence,  snch  tit>ods  of  kliuliy  power 
as  Rev.  Moses  Ilallock — blessings  on  his  memory  I 

There  arc  ten  school  fli<tncts  in  Plainlield,  for  tlie  sup- 
port of  wliicli,  in  185^,  SGOO  was  appropriated.  A  private 
school,  for  a  term  of  eleven  weeks,  is  usually  taught  in  the 
town  every  autumn,  in  which  instraction  is  given  in  the 
higher  English  branches,  and  the  languages.  Several  of 
the  school  districts  have  district  libraries^  and  all  of  them 
Webster's  I'nal)ri<lged  Dictionary. 

The  leading  industrial  interest  of  the  town  is  agricul* 
tare.  Tliere  is  one  grist  mill  in  the  town,  formerly  owned 
by  the  Mountain  Miller,  Deacon  Joseph  Beals,  and  now 
owned  by  Dexter  White.  Capt  James  Cook  and  Elbtidge 
King  each  own  a  saw  mill,  at  which  broom  handles  are 
turned  in  considerable  quantities.  A.  Streeter  &  Son» 
Levi  N.  Campbell  and  William  J.  Shattock  each  own  a 
saw  mill.  Sangman  Thayer  and  Lyman  K.  Thayer  each 
have  a  manufactory  of  tubs^  pails  and  batter-boxes.  Mer- 
titt  Jones,  Ezra,  Jason,  Jeremiali,  and  Joshua  R.  Tyrrell 
each  mann&cAure  butter  and  other  boxes,  in  small  quanti- 
ties. 

•  The  town  built  a  town  hall  in  1847,  and  the  Congrega- 
tiorial  Society  a  new  meeting  house  in  1846.  The  town 
contains  21  1-2  square  mih^s  of  territory,  has  at  least  fifty 
miles  of  roads,  and  20;j  j  atable  polls.  The  amount  of 
money  raised  in  1853,  by  tax,  was,  for  the  support  of 
schools,  SGuO;  ior  the  poor,  $450 ;  for  higliways,  ^800; 
ineidental  ex]ienses,  S200 ;  aggregate,  $2,050.  The  pop- 
ulation of  Plainlield  in  1790  was  158 ;  m  1800,  797;  in 
1810,  977  ;  in  1820,  936;  in  1830,  983  j  in  1840,  926  ;  in 
1850,818. 

PKESCOTT. 

A  township  of  land,  equal  to  six  miles  square,  was 
granted  to  sixty  proprietors,  resident  in  Salem,  on  the  31st 
of  December,  1734,  and  an  additional  grant  of  4,000  acrr  s 
was  made  June  17,  1742.  This  territory  subsequently 
became  New  Salem,  and  is  now  mostly  located  within  the 
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coiint3^  of  Franklin.  Jeremiah  acham  was  the  first 
settler  upon  this  arrant,  in  1737.  The  errant  "equal  to  six 
miles  square"  was  laid  out  in  an  oblong  form,  extending 
North  and  South  nearly  ten  miles.  The  additional  grant 
of  4,000  acres  was  added  to  the  North  end  of  the  town- 
ship, which  made  it  about  thirte^  miles  long.  This  form 
of  teixiUny  ttbb  eztremelj  mcoDTement  for  those  living 
at  the  extremities.  Many  attempts  were  made  to  4iave 
the  town  divided,  but  they  were  not  successful  imtil  the 
28th  of  January,  1822,  when  a  tract  about  three  miles 
long  was  cut  off  from  the  South  end  of  the  town,  and,  ad- 
ded to  the  East  Parish  of  Felham,  was  incorporated  as  a 
town,  with  the  name  of  Prescott  Prescott  is  thus  the 
yotiDgest  town  in  Hampshire  County,  and  has  bat  a  brfe^ 
histoiy.  The  name  of  the  first  man  who  settled  npoif  the 
present  territory  of  Prescott  is  not  known.  The  part 
taken  firom  Pelham  was  probably  settled  first,  as  there 
were  40  famiiies  in  Pelham  in  1742,  a  date  when  New 
Salem  had  just  begun  to  receive  settlers. 

When  Prescott  was  incorporated,  the  church  in  the  East 
parish  of  Pelham  had  become  nearly  or  quite  extinct,  but 
it  was  re-organized  January  15, 1823,  and  even  then  could 
coimt  but  twelve  members.  The  ministers  of  the  original 
church,  thus  revived,  were  Rev.  Matthias  Cazier,  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  College  of  New  Jersey  in  1785,  and  Rev.  Se- 
bastian C.  Cabot,  a  srr;ulunt(  of  Dartmouth  CoUecre  in  1797. 
After  the  re-organizatiuu  ot"  this  church,  no  minister  was 
setth  (I  tor  several  years.  On  tlic  :-^7ih  of  October,  1827, 
Re\.  J'lbenezer  Brown  ol'  l)i'iinileld,  a  grailnate  of.  Yale 
College  ia  18 io,  was  iiio tailed  as  pastor.  Dnr in  .::  his  min- 
istry, an  extensive  revival  was  enjoyed,  end  ihe  church 
greatly  enlarged.  Mr.  liiown  wa«i  <lisnii>>rd  March  25, 
1835,  and  wn«  piirccrdcd  by  Rev.  ,Iu])  C'u-hman,  who  was 
instalh'd  tlic  -uccecdin?  27tli  ot"  (Jctober.  Mr.  Cn?h- 
man  reniaiut;d  lour  years,  and  was  dismissed  in  October, 
18-^0.  Rev.  ¥  raiieis  Wood  \vf\^  installed  in  October,  1*^39, 
and  dismissed  in  November,  184G.  The  chtirch  then 
remained  several  years  without  a  pastor.  On  the  23d  of 
February,  1853,  Rev.  S.  B.  Gilbert  was  installed  as  pas- 
tor, but  diijnot  remain  in  that  relation  an  entire  year,  hav- 
ing been  disnlksed  January  25,  1854. 

is  dtviS^  into  five  school  districts;  Hie  amount 
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of  Mumtf  xaiBod  by  in  in,  18H  ^  idmlSi  wm  WQ* 
The  total  ftmaimt     taxation  finr  all  pnrpofea  was 
The  town  jDontaina  abovt  24  square  miles  of  te>fitorj, 
sihout  SO  miles  of  raid%  and  numbers  158  ratable  polls. 

9^  leading  industrial  interest  <^  the  town  is  agrieol* 
tore.  Beef,  pork,  batter  and  cheese  are  produoed  In  eoft- 
siderable  quantities.  The  females  of  the  town  braid  large 
numbers  of  palm-leaf  hatfi  annually.  The  population  of 
Prescott  in  1840  was  781  ;  in  180U,  702  ;  decrease  in  ten 
years,  79. 

SOUTH  HADLEY, 

Tbe  territory  included  within  tlie  present  luwiis  of  South 
ilaiiley  and  Granby  was  originally  a  part  of  Hadley,  and 
covered  about  24,000  acres.  On  the  2r)th  of  January, 
1720,  nt  a  meetinGT  of  the  inliahitanls  of  TIadley,  it  was 
voted  to  divide  all  the  land  ]>elonging  to  th<'  town,  on  the 
South  bide  of  INIount  Holyoke,  according  to  the  list  taken 
the  same  tuohiIi  to  defray  tow  n  chartre^.  A  few  lamilies 
settled  -vvithin  the  ])resent  limits  of  South  jiadley  the  next 
year.  South  Iladley  became  the  2d  or  South  precinct  of 
Hadley,  and  the  hrst  precinct  meeting  was  held  March 
12, 1733,  when  Daniel  Nash  was  chosen  clerk,  and  John 
TejloTy  Joha  Alvord  aad  Samuel  South  were  elected  . 
aaeessors.  Among  the  names  of  the  early  settlevBy  these^ 
and  those  of  White,  Moody,  Pietton,  Montague,  Ingram, 
Gaylord,  Chmck  and  Kellogg  seem  to  be  the  most  promi- 
nent The  pteBent  burial  ground  in  the  central  ▼illage  of 
Sontl^  Hadley  was  laid  out  in  1728,  and  near  the  center 
of  it  may  still  he  seen  a  stone  with  the  following  inscrip- 
^  tion;  ^  Jobn  Preston  I>^ed  on  March  je  4»  1727-8,  aged 
41  year,  and  the  first  here  buried*" 

in  1733,  the  prednot  voted  ^  to  plaster  and  eeil  the 
meeting  house  up  to  the  plates."  The  frame  bad  been  put 
up  a  year  or  two  previous,  but  the  structure  was  not  ftdsh^ 
ed  until  1737*  Xberevwere  nine  pews  in  the  body  of  the 
house,  and  a  gallery  was  subsequently  erected.  This 
structure  still  remains,  and  is  occupied  as  a  dweUing  bouse, 
on  the  North  side  of  the  common.  In  1749,  the  precinct 
voted  to  have  a  sign  for  meeting  on  the  Sabbath*"  A 
coiicii  shell  was  procured,  for  the  blowing  of  which  John 
23* 


Digitized  by  Google 


27U 


bOLiil  UADLBT. 


Lane  was  to  bfi  paid  as  the  assessors  should  agree  with 
him.      The  old  conch"  is  still  in  existence. 

For  a  few  years  after  the  first  settlement  of  South  Had- 
ley,  the  people  attended  meeting  in  Hadley,  and  ai  what  ' 
d'Ate  a  new  church  was  formed  does  not  appear.  The  f  rst 
niiiiister  was  Rev.  Grindall  Rawson.  He  was  a  native  of 
Mendon,  and  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College  in  1728.  He 
was  settled  Oct.  3,  1733,  and  was  dismissed  in  1741.  At 
a  precinct  meeting,  held  Marcli  23d  of  that  year,  it  was 
**■  voted  that  whereas  ye  Rev.  Grindall  Rawson  iialh,  in  a 
public  manner,  withdrawn  from  33  of  the  brethren  of  his 
church,  whereby  he  hath  not  only  gone  contrary  to  the 
minds  of  a  greater  part  of  the  church,  but  hath  virtuallj 
withdrawn  from  the  major  part  of  the  precinct,  it  is 
mmd  of  the  precinct  that  Mr.  Rawson  is  no  longer  our 
minister,  and  that  Ephraim  Nash,  John  Nash  and  Sarg^t 
Jolni  Smith  be  a  committee  to  acquaint  him  that  we  have 
no  further  service  for  hun  in  the  office  of  a  gospel  minister, 
and  that  we  expect  he  will  refrain  firom  any  public  acts  -in 
that  office  in  futare."  A  council  was  called  whidi  recom^ 
mended  a  separation,  hat  Mr.  Bawscm  still  ccmtinuing  to 
officiate^  a  ecmunittee  was  appointed  to  prevent  his  irateiv 
ing-the  meeting  house,  onless  he  would  abstain  from  preach- 
ing. Tlradition  says  that  the  committee  stopped  his  mouth 
wiidi  a  handkerdiief,  and  forcibly  carried  him  out  of  the 
house.  The  people  then  Toted  to  raise  £10  to  defend  the 
committee  who  had  done  iheyiolence,  but  as  no  legal  steps 
were  taken  in  the  premises,  that  sum  was  demoted  to  the 
payment  ci  those  who  assisted  in  obtaining  the  settkment 
of  Bey.  John  Woodbric^  -who  succeeded  Mr.  Rawson, 
and  was  settled  April  21,  1742.  Mr.  Woodbridge  was  a 
native  of  West  Spriiigiicid,  and  a  graduate  of  Yale  CJol- 
lege  in  1732, 

On  the  2d  of  March,  1738,  the  precinct  voted  "  to  build 
a  school  house  23  foots  long  and  18  foots  broad,  and  7  foots 
between  joints."  This  building  was  not  completed  until 
1747.  The  precinct  was  incorporated  as  a  district  in  1753, 
In  pursuance  of  a  warrant  issued  by  Eleazer  Porter,  Esq., 
the  tirdi  di>irict  meeting  was  held  on  the  the  3d  of  April 
of  that"^  Daniel  Nash  was  chosen  clerk;  Samuel 
Smith,  Tiiow  ^Goodman,  Dea.  John  Smith,  Dea.  John 
Smithy  «^r.,7  'd  Luke  Montague,  selectm^.   The  first 
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iniiiiifl  hdtte  bedomtng  too  amaU  to  aMoaunodttto  the  iiH 

creased  population,  the  preoincty  ia  1750,  voted  to  build  « 
new  stnictare,  25  feet  long,  and  45  feet  wide,  to  be  set  as 
near  the  old  one  as  possible.  The  vote  locating  the  hoose 
•  wasv  subsequently  reconsidered,  and  the  locution  was  not 
finally  settled  until  after  liaving  more  than  fifty  precinct 
and  district  meetings.  At  lu^L  they  agreed  to  decide  the 
matter  by  lot.  Tlie  lot  was  cast,  and  then  a  portiun  ot  ihe 
people  refused  to  iibide  by  it  A  council  of  ministei's  was 
called,  who  decided  that  the  lot  w;is  ut  a  sacred  nature, 
aiiti  that  they  did  not  see  how  it  could  be  properly  depart- 
ed from.  Thus,  after  a  struggle  of  thirtef»n  years,  the 
house  was  located  where  the  lirst  vote  placed  it.  The 
dissatisfactiou  growing  out  of  the  matter  ended  in  the  lor- 
mation  of  a  new  parish,  in  17 G2,  whose  following  history 
will  be  found  in  tbe  history  of  Granby.  After  Granby 
was  incorporated  as  a  town,  (in  1768,)  the  division  line 
between  the  two  jurisdictions  became  a  bone  of  conten- 
tion," and  was  several  times  altered  by  the  legislature. 
The  line  of  1762,  between  the  parishes,  was  supei^seded  by 
the  Goodman  Hue  (so  called)  in  17bl.  This  was  a  straight 
line,  running  within  about  a  half  a  mile  of  the  West  meet- 
ing house  in  Granby,  giving  Granby  14,643  acres  of  land, 
and  leaving  to  South  Hadlej  only  ^,363  acres.  The  per- 
manency of  tliis  line,  howerer,  depended  upon  the  will  <tf 
the  two  towns,  for^  by  the  act  establishing  it,  any  one,  in 
either  town,  living  upon  tbe  Hue,  had  a  right  to  belongs 
with  his  estate,  to  which  town  he  ipight  choose,  by  making 
a  return  of  his  name,  and  his  estate  to  be  removed,  into 
the  aecretaiy's  office,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Januaij 
then  next  fiSUowing,  which  time  was  subsequently  prolong- 
ed to  April,  178du  Id  Jiine,  1824,  the  line  was  establish- 
ed as  a  permanent  one^  and  in  January,  1826,  the  Legislar 
tore  apf^£^*^d  a  committee,  cousisting-of  Geturge  Grinnell, 
Jr.,  of  L««e^eld,  Micah  M.  Butter  cs  Middlesex  coun^, 
Nathaniel  P.  Demij  of  Leicester,  Wm.  Perry  of  Ledhiin- 
stOT,  and  William  B.  Calhoun  of  Springfield,  to  examine 
the  premises,  and  report ;  and,  in  accordance  with  fheir 
report,  the  present  boundary  line  was  established*  The 
committee  say  in  their  report :  "  It  is  somewhat  difficult  to 
say  which  town  is  the  gainer  or  loser  in  territory  by  this 
line,  though  they  belie lixe  balance  is  iu  favor  of  South 


Digitized  by  Google 


273 


SOUTH  HADLET,' 


Hfldlej/'  The  present  boundary  lines  of  Soum  Hadley 
arc  as  fi^Uow :  On  Connecticut  river,  6  miles  and  296  rods; 
on  Hadlej,  3  miles  202  rods  ;  on  Amherst,  170  rods  ;  on 
Granby,  6  mileS)  289  rods ;  and  on  Chioopee,  2  miles,  156 
rods. 

Mr.  Woodbridge  remained  the  pastor  of  the  drareh  mitil 
bis  death,  Sept  10th,  1780.  Key.  Joel  Hayes  was  ordain- 
ed as  colleague  pastor  with  him  Oct  23d9 1782,  and,  bar- 
ing preached  to  his  flock  for  more  than  forty  years,  was 
dismissed  in  1823.  He  was  succeeded  Feb.  24th,  1824,  by 
Eev.  Artemas  Boies  Blandford,  a  graduate  of  WiUiams 
College  in  1816.  He  was  dismissed  Nov.  18, 1884,  and  was 
succeeded  July  8,  1885,  by  Rev.  Joseph  D.  Condit  of  Han- 
over, N.  J.,  a  graduate  of  the  College  of  New  Jersey  in 
1820.  Mr.  Condit  remained  until  he  died,  Sept.  19th, 
1817.  liev.  Thomas  Laurie  was  settled  in  his  place  in 
June,  1848.  He  remained  but  a  short  time,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Rev.  E.  Y.  Swift,  who  is  the  present  pastor. 
In  1791,  Col.  Ruggles  Woodbridge  offered  to  give  the 
town  a  bell,  on  condition  that  the  town  would  build  a 
steeple.  The  offer  was  accepted,  and  the  steeple  erected. 
The  church  was  torn  down  in  1844,  and  the  present  beau- 
tiful edifice  was  erected  the  same  year. 

A  second  Congregational  Church  was  orpranizod  (at  the 
Canal  Village,)  August  12,  1824,  and  a  inciting  house  was 
built  in  1834.  The  first  pastor  was  llev.  Flavel  Griswold, 
a  graduate  of  Yale  College  in  1821.  He  was  settled  Dec. 
8,  1828.  On  the  10th  of  August,  1832,  he  was  succeeded 
by  Rev.  Wm.  Tyler,  of  Attleborough,  a  graduate  of 
Brown  University  in  1809.  December  4, 1839,  Mr.  Tyler 
was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Wm.  W.  Thayer,  and  he,  Dec  13, 
1843,  by  Rev.  Leander  Thompson.  The  present  pastor. 
Rev.  P.  H.  Snow,  was  installed  Feb.  8, 1862. 

A  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  organized  at  South 
Hadley  Falls  in  the  Autumn  of  1827,  and  a  meeting  house' 
built  in  the  Autumn  of  1882,  in  which  many  preachers 
have  officiated,  in  accordance  with  the  practice  of  the  de- 
nominatiojn. 

South  Hadley  was  warmly  on  the  side  of  the  country  in 
the  Revolutionary  struggle.   la  May,  1775,  it  united  |nth 
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town,  and  directed  them  to  <  :n  ry  with  tliem  to  the  Con- 
gress their  firearms  and  ammunition.  The  followin^ir  inter- 
esting extract  from  the  records  of  the  town  is  given  verhaiim 
ei  Hteratimy  as  bein<]^  alike  a  literary  curiosity,  and  a  hap« 
pj  Ulustrati(m  of  the  spirit  of  the  town  and  the  times : 

"To  the  Committee  of  Cnrrpspondence  at  Boston  Gent'ra 
Your  Pamphlet  being  Read  ni  a  rigilar  Meeting  of  the  Inhab- 
itants of  South  Hadley  the  Meeting  took  the  contents  into 
Consideration  and  appointed  a  Committee  of  seven  men  to 
consnlt  and  report  to  the  Meeting  at  a  proposed  adjournment 

'what  is  proper  for  this  District  to  do  Respecting  the  premises; 
at  a  Le^al  Meeting  of  the  freeholdem  and  other  inhabitants 
of  the  District  of  South  Hadley  held  by  adjournment  on  the 
18th  dav  of  January  tht*  ahovnsaid  Committee!  Reported 
an  answer  to  the  Tfiwii  of  Ho-toTi  tonchinij  t!ip  mattpr-^  in 
which  they  Invited  il  t^  >everai  towns  to  shew  their  »SenU meats 
Said  report  is  as  follows 

"Gent'm  the  proceedings  of  the  Tov;n  of  Boston  under  the 
Present  Exigencies :  we  £steem  very  Laudable  and  worthy 
of  a  Metiopolis :  we  Cononr  in  general  with  yonr  Sentimente 
in  Statetng  the  rights  of  the  Collo^ists  &  Piovinces  and  of 
the  Infringements  of  thoee  Rights  we  hold  fast  oar  Loyalty  to 
oar  Sorereign,  yet  we  grone  under  our  burdens  but  do  not 
Dispair  of  Redress,  if  the  importunity  of  a  poor  Widow  may 
move  an  nnjust  Judge  to  avenge  her,  how  much  more  may 
v;e  hope  for  redre-^s  by  frequent  application  to  a  Gmcions 
Kmg.  The  Wtieel  ot  Providence  often  Crusiies  oppressors, 
and  they  are  made  to  fall  into  the  Pit  which  they  dijied  for 
Others.  For  Freeborn  Loyal  Subjects  intending  and  Really 
accomplishing  the  Design  of  Enlarging  their  Kings  Domin- 
ions to  be  kept  under  a  MILITARY  GUARD  will  naturally 
and  nnaToidablv  Create  Such  Resentments  and  Indignation 
in  the  minds  of  the  Subjects,  as  is  no  ways  Consistent  with 
tike  Honour  of  a  Prinoe  Governing  a  free  people  ;  Indignity 
Cast  on  a  Person  or  a  people  creates  great  r(»sentments  in  the 
Sufferer;  Prohibitiufr  Sliting  mills  is  Sunrliir  to  the  Philis- 
tians  Prohibiting  Smiths  in  Israel  when  they  had  subdued 
them  and  Shews  that  we  are  Esteemed  by  our  Brethren  in 
Grate  Briton  as  a  sort  of  Vassals  to  them  ;  What  if  Some 
impudencies  have  hapned  in  time  past  and  Some  Exception- 
able proceeding  have  been  perpetrated  when  we  were  almost 
Desperate  and  Ruine  at  the  Door:  Whatman  will  notSudenly 
&row  out  his  arme  to  prevent  his  Neighbor  from  thrusting  his 
Finger  in  his  eye ;  even  although  his  arme  might  hapen  to 

■  Strike  tba  face  of  his  Superior;  must  we  be  therefore  alwais 
a&w  Stigmatized  aa  tcaiton  on  that  aooount  Not  to  be  tedi* 
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Oils,  Wf*  Kstprni  our  Selves  embarked  in  the  same  Botora 
with  the  rest  of  our  Neighbors,  and  we  are  willing  to  have  it 
known ;  <b<1  Tnnraitted  to  F(wteiit^|  teft  mttiMm.  tmt 
SalTM  JBsfdeoed  ml  mn  wiUmfp  to  join  is  all  propor  Gossti* 
tulionel  measures  to  obtain  Relief;  our  RepreaentatiTe  bein^ 
Elected  by  Joint  Ballot  by  several  other  Towns  with  us  we 
Canot  with  Good  propriety  give  him  instruction  without  con- 
sultinij  -vvitli  the  other  Electors  which  we  have  not  ypt  hnd 
opportunity  to  doj  but  w*^  nre  willing  this  letter  may  be  toiuv 
municated  to  him^  whereby  he  may  l^e  acquainted  with  our 
Sentiments. 

**  The  (question  being  put  wiiether  the  foiegoing  report  be 
accepted  it  unanimously  passed  in  the  a&mative;  ana  there- 
upon it  was  ordered,  that  the  Same  be  Entered  in  the  District 
Book  and  that  the  Town  Clerk  Transmit  a  Coppy  thereof 
Signed  bv  Li  in  to  the  Gommitte  of  Corispondance  m  Boston. 
2>ILUS  Smith  Moderator  » 

The  name  Boggles  Woodbridge,  already  mentioned, 
is  among  the  prondest  associations  of  die  town.  He  was 
a  man  great  wealth,  was  a  Cokmel  m  the  EeTolntioBy 
and  for  many  years  exercised  a  commanding  inflnence  in 
the  town.  He  was  the  oldest  son  of  Bey.  John  Wood- 
bridge,  and  lived  until  March  8, 1819,  when  he  died  at  the 
good  old  age  of  80  years. 

CoL  Woodbridge  had  a  brother,  however,  whose  pecu* 
liarities  and  eccentricities  fairly  stamped  him  as  a  remark- 
able man.  He  had  the  peculiarity  of  never  calling  a  thing 
by  its  proper  name.  For  every  name  or  nearly  every  one^ 
and  for  every  phrase,  he  tlsed  a  synonym  of  his  own  in- 
vention. He  was  never  inconsistent  with  himself,  in  this 
matter.  He  never  blundered  into  correct  speech,  neither 
was  he  ever  betrayed  into  it.  His  name  Avas  JEneas,  and 
he  was  familiarly  called  "  Uncle  Enos."  For  yeSj  his 
synonym  Avas  "  isn't  it  likely  ?'* — for  no,  "  it  isn't  likely." 
With  him  a  cuw  was  a  "  stripper/*  a  hog  a  "  pen-thing," 
a  blacksmith,  "an  iron  one,"  &c.  When  young,  he  was 
sent  upon  an  errand  to  borrow  some  rye  flour  and  some 
yeast,  which  he  obtained  by  asking  for  "  common  truck 
and  stuff  to  li'ist  it  witli."  He  at  one  time  hailed  a  young 
man,  and  addressed  him  as  follows :  "  Here  young  dad,  tell 
dd  dad  that  his  strij  jM  r  are  all  in  the  magistrate's  eary." 
The  young  man  addressed  bore  the  name  of  Modad,  his 
£Either,that  ot  jb^idad,  and  the  cows  were  in  the  cornfield  of 


Digitized  by 


CoL  Lamb,  a  justice.  The  town  is  full  of  stories  of  thi.^ 
most  eccentric  man.    If  all  were  collected  they  would  iill 

volume  of  themselvos.  H<'  liad  generous  traits  of  char-, 
acter,  and  slirewd  points  tli;it  bctjujed  no  ordiiiary  insight 
into  human  n;i1ure.  lie  laaiiiUiined  his  character  to  the 
very  last,  and  died  January  G,  1832,  aged  7  J  years. 

Hon.  Samuel  F.  Vinton  of  Ohio,  Pluneas  White  of  Ver- 
mont, and  .Judge  Simeon  ^ash  of  Ohio,  were  natives  of 
South  Uadley. 

The  ajrgregate  of  manufactures  in  South  Hadley  is 
large,  for  a  town  oi  its  population.  G.  A.  Smith  &  Co. 
manufacture  wrapping  paper,  consuming  annually  oOO  tuns 
of  material,  valued  at  S11,000.  They  employ  twelve 
hauds,  have  heen  in  operation  eighteen  years,  and  produce 
annually  225  tuns  of  paper,  valued  at  $15,000. — J.  N. 
Hastings  manufactures  window  sash,  blinds,  doors,  and  the  • 
trimmings  for  window  blinds,  consuming  125,000  feet  of 
lumber^  and  two  tuns  of  iron  annually,  valued  at  $4,000. 
He  occupies  from  ten  to  twelve  hands,  has  been  operating 
for  twenty  years,  and  produces  .the  annual  value  of  from 
♦8,000  to  $10,000.— Congdon,  Weld  &  Co.  manufacture 
lumber  and  boxes,  using  annually  500,0iX)  feet  of  lumber^ 
employing  ten  hands,  and  producing  an  annual  vain r  of 
S7,500.  They  have  been  in  operation  three  years^ — ^Nash 
&  Josselyn  use  40  tuns  of  stock,  valued  at  $5,600  annually, 
in  the  manu&cture  of  cotton  mops,  wicking  and  batting/ 
They  employ  seven  hands,  and  have  been  in  operation  two 
years.'  The  annual  product  is  600  dozen  mops,  and  60,000 
lbs.  of  battinff,  valued  at  $9,800. 

South  Harney  Canal  Tillage  had  its  birth  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  canal  aroun4  the  FaUs  in  the  Connecticut 
Biver^  at  ihat  point,  of  whioh  a  full  account  is  g^ven  la 
/the  Outline  History^  and  in  which  also  an  account  of  the 
shad  fishery  at  that  point  is  given.  [Vol.  1,  p.  303  to  p.  310*3 
Various  important  mills,  fed  by  the  waters '  of  the  canal, 
have  biMjii  maintained  for  many  years.  The  more  impor- 
tant nianufaeturing  establishments  now  in  operation  are 
the  two  following:  Glasgow  ]Mills,  established  five 
years  since,  occupying  450  hands  in  tlic  manufacture  of 
ginghams,  of  which  2,500,000  yards  are  produced  annually, 
of  the  value  of  $275,000. — Cakew  Papkr  Company, 
nmnuia^turing  fine  writing  paper,  employmg  53  hand% 
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consuming  200  tuns  of  white  rags  annually,  of  the  -v^alue 
of  *35,000,  and  other  materials  rained  at  «10,000,  and 
producing  35,000  reams  of  paper,  valued  at  $80|000. 
This  company  has  been  in  operation  six  years* 

The  population  of  South  Hadley  in  1840  was  M22 ;  in 
1850,  2,082 ;  increase  in  ten  years,  660. 

^SOUTHAMPTON. 

Southampton  was  originally  contamed  within  the  boun- 
daries of  Northampton.  The  first  settlers  of  its  territory 
were  from  Northampton.   The  first  notice  of  the  place  on 

record  relates  to  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors,  held  on  the 
10th  day  of  March,  1729-30,  which  was  an  adjourned 
meeting  ironi  the  lUUi  day  6f  the  previous  January.  At 
this  meetinp^,  the  question  was  put  "  whether  the  proprie- 
tors would  divide  the  land,  beginning  at  the  hill  over  Man- 
han  (river)  upon  the  West  side  of  the  county  road,  and  to 
extend  beyond  AVhiteloofe  brook,  so  far  as  our  old  bounds 
went,  in  such  form  and  manner  as  to  be  suitable  (together 
witli  the  additional  grant  that  now  lielongs  to  the  towTi)  to 
make  a  precinct  or  town,  and  the  division  to  be  made  to 
and  amongst  tlie  original  or  ancient  proprietors,  their  heirs 
or  assigns,  or  any  that  hold  by  purchase  under  tlie  ancient 
or  original  proprietors,  or  their  heirs."  The  record  of  this 
meeting  is  signed  by  the  committrf^  appointed  to  make  the 
division,  viz :  Hon.  John  Stoddard,  Ebenezer  Pomeroy, 
Deacon  John  Clark,  Hon.  Joseph  Hawley,  and  Ensign 
^  -Ebenezer  Parsons.  The  committee  divided  the  lands,  and 
allotted  them  to  thirty  individuals,  on  certain  conditions 
pertaining  to  their  occupation  and  improvement  of  them 
Within  a  specified  time.  The  Northampton  town  records 
notice  *Mhe  new  settlement"  on  the  22d  of  December, 
1732,  when  John  Baker  and  Moses  Lyman  were  appointed 
to  lay  out  a  highway  over  the  branch  of  the  Manhan 
riverj^  at  or  near  Pomeroy's  meadow/'  for  its  accommoda- 
tion. Southampton  was  originally  the  Second  Precinct  of 
Northampton,  and  was  first  named  as  such  on  the  North- 
ampton records,  Sept  14, 1739. 

In  1732,  Judah  Hutchinson  and  Thomas  Porter  became 
the  first  permanent  settlers*  Mr.  Hutchinson  bnilt  his 
house  near  where  now  stands  the  house  of  Joel  T.  d^p. 
Thomas  Porter*  settled  a  few  rods  North  of  Elisha  Ed> 
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"wai'(Ij>'  liouse.  Fourteen  settlers  arrived  in  the  year  fol-  ' 
lowing,  viz  :  Nathan  Lyman,  Pliineas  Kincr,  Joseph  Clark, 
JEbeuezer  Kingsley,  Nathaniel  Searl,  John  Chirk,  John 
Wait,  Iciiabod  Strong,  Waitstill  iStrong,  Samuel  Danks, 
Stephen  and  Elias  liout,  rinses  Wright  and  Ezra  Strong. 
During  the  three  or  four  succeeding  years,  fourteen  addi- 
tional settlers  came  in,  viz:  Jonathan  Bascom,  Samu(il 
Burt,  Roger  Clapp,  Aaron  Chu-k,  Elisha  Clark,  Jonathan 
<^Iark,  Ebenezer  French,  Elcazer  Hannuni,  Elias  Lyman, 
John  Miller,  Noah  Pixley,  Israel  Sheldon,  Noah  Sheldon 
and  Stephen  Sheldon.  The  Second  Precinct  wfia  not  rega* 
larly  incorporated  until  July  23d,  1741.  *^ 

The  first  precinct  meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of  Phin- 
eas  King,  September  21, 1741,  when  the  following  officerB 
were  chosen :  Ebenezer  Kingsley,  moderator ;  Phineas 
King,  clerk ;  Waitstill  Strong,  Ebenezer  French  and  Aaron 
Clark,  assessors ;  Stephen  Sheldon,  collector,  John  Clark, 
£benezer  Ejngsley  and  Phineas  King  were  appointed  a 
oonunittee  to  obtain  a  preacher  of  the  gospeL  Among  the 
preachers  who  were  employed  in  1737,  and  for  one  or  two 
years  subsequently,  were  Mr.  David  Parsons,  the  first  min- 
ister settled  in  Amherst,  and  Mr.  John  Woodbridge  of  West 
Springfield,  who  was  settled  in  South  Hadley  in  1742,  hi 
1737,  Northampton  voted  that  a  part  of  the  tax  levied  upon 
the  inhabitants  of  the  new  precinct  should  be  applied  towards 
building  their  meeting  house,  a  structure  which  was  net 
completed  for  several  years  afterwards,  when  a  special 
committee  was  chosen  to  "dignify"  the  seats  and  })ews, 
dignii^  being  "  in  the ,  compound  ratio  of  age  and  Jt^rop-  * 
erty." 

The  first  minister  in  Southampton  was  Rev.  Jonathan 
Judd,  of  Waterbury,  Ct.,  a  graduate  of  Yale  College  in 
1741.  He  had  preached  a  few  Sabbaths  in  the  Spring  of 
1743,  when  he  reci  iv( d  a  call  to  become  the  pastor,  and 
was  duly  ordfiiru  d  on  the  8th  day  of  June  in  that  year. 
The  sixty-three  members  of  the  church  organized  at  the 
same  time  comprised  nearly  every  adult  within  the  pre- 
cinct. For  settlement,  Mr.  Judd  had  200  acres  of  land, 
£100  old  tenor  in  money,  and  £125  in  work ;  and  for  sal- 
ary, £130  in  money  per  annum,  fop  three  successive  years, 
and  th^  to  be  increased  £5  a  year  until  it  amounted  to 
£170. 

24 
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From  the  first  settlement  of  the  town  until  Quebec  was 
reduced  in  1759,  tlic  people  lived  in  great  fear  of  the  In- 
dians. Mr.  Judd's  house  was  palisadcKcl,  and  a  watch  tower, 
oommunicating  with  the  house  by  a  window,  was  erected 
at  the  West  end  of  his  house*  Jonathan  Bascdm's  house 
seems  also  to  hav^  been  fortified.  In  1748,  so  frequent 
had  been  the  alarms  in  consequence  of  occasional  murders 
by  the  Indians,  that  the  whole  population  forsook  their  set- 
tiement,  and  retired  to  Northampton,  Mr.  Judd,  however, 
returning  to  bis  relatives  in  Suffield.  On  the  19tb  of  the' 
following  July,  .seven  families  returned,  and  kept  f^arrison 
durin;;  the  Sunmier,  and  in  the  Autunni,  thev  were  foUow^ed 
by  nearly  all  the  settlers.  Tliis  year  was  marked  by  se- 
vere atiliction  to  the  whole  settlement.  Superadded  to  the 
war,  and  as  a  consequence  of  it,  eanie  famine,  w^hile  disease 
and  death  contributed  their  share  to  the  preneral  ilistress. 
Ezra  Strong,  Noah  Sheldon  and  Moses  Wright,  original 
settlers,  died.  So  searee  was  food  for  animals  that  bundles 
of  bay,  on  the  backs  of  horses,  were  transported  to  the  set- 
tlement ironi  Northampton. 

The  limits  of  the  settlement  w^ere  much  increased  in 
1749,  by  the  "  division  among  the  proprietors  of  3,000 
acres  of  land  called  the  "  additional  grant."  This  land 
was  bounded  by  Westfield  on  the  South.  The  peace  de- 
clared between  France  and  England  this  year  stimulated 
settlement  and  building,  and  the  new  precinct  went  on  pros- 
perously. In  1752,  Northampton  declared  its  willingness 
that  the  precinct  should  be  erected  into  a  district,  and  on 
the  5th  of  January,  1753,  it  was  incorporated  as  such,  by 
the  General  Court  The  name  of  Sou^ampton  occurs  for 
the  first  time  on  the  town  records,  March  5, 1753,  and  the 
first  legal  district  meeting  was  held  on  the  19th  of  the  same 
month.  The  last  French  war  reproduced  the  old  alarms, 
but  no  damage  was  done.  Ten  men  belonging  to  the  dis- 
trict were  in  GoL  Williams'  regiment,  at  the  time  he  fell 
near  Lake  Greorge,  and  two  of  them — ^EUakim  Wright  and 
Ebenezer  Kingsley  Jr.,  were  slain.  Nathaniel  Loomis  and 
Joel  Cla[)p  were  in  Fort  William  Henry  when  that  work 
was  surrendered  to  the  French  and  Indians  by  capitula- 
tion, and  barely  escaped  with  iiie,  Irum  the  treacheiX)US  aud 
diabolical  outrii<z(;s  that  followed. 

The  first  nuiice  in  the  records,  of  revolutionary  times, 
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occurs  in  17G8,  and  is  a  communication  from  Rev.  Mr. 
Judd,  in  which  he  states  that  if  the  struggle  bhall  come  1)0- 
tween  thf^  colr)ines  and  t]i<  mother  country,  he  will  unite 
with  a  comiiiiilee  for  the  reduction  of  his  salary  to  as  low 
a  point  as  can  reasonaldy  be  thought  proper.  Sjunuel 
Burt  and  Aaron  Clark  were  delegates  to  the  Worthamptoa 
Convention,  and  Dea.  Elias  Lyman  was  chosen  delegate  to 
tlie  Provincial  Congress  which  met  at  Concord  on  the  llth 
of  October,  1768.  A  Committee  of  Correspondence  was 
appointed,  consisting  of  Jonathan  Jadd  Jr.,  Samuel  Burt, 
Elias  Lyman,  Aaron  Clark,  Jonathan  Clark,  Timothy 
Clark,  Samuel  Fomeroy,  Samuel  Clapp  idid  Israel  Shel- 
don. Minute  men  were  raised,  and  monej  Toted  to  hire 
instruction  for  them  in  the  military  art,  and  to  pay  them 
ninepence  a  time  for  six  half  days  while  they  were  learn- 
ing. Noah  Burt*  was  one  of  the  most  efficient  and  prompt 
men  in  the  town,  in  entering  into  the  great  work  of  the  day. 
The  signal  gun  found  Mr.  Burt  in  his  £eld  engaged  m 
ploughing.  He  immediately  took  one  horse  from  the  team, 
told  his  boy  to  look  after  the  other,  and  hastened  on  his 
wtu .  EEis  wife,  with  sach  help  as  she  could  command, 
managed  the  farm,  and  in  the  harvest  season,  she,  with  her 
daughters,  entered  the  field,  sickles  in  hand,  and  by  perse- 
vering toil,  cut  and  secured  the  grain.  Mr.  Burt  was  away 
from  home  daring  most  of  the  Summer,  and  the  succeed- 
ing Winter.  His  fiu  iu  was  large,  and  after  the  close  of 
the  %var  he  foiiiid  himself,  with  his  neighbors,  involved  in 
the  pecuiiiary  distresses  of  the  period.  His  friend,  at  this 
time,  was  Caleb  Strong  of  Northampton,  afterwards  (iov- 
ernor  of  Massachusetts,  wlio  lent  him  liulf  a  bushel  of  sil- 
ver dollars,  A  committee  was  chosen  to  carry  out  the 
advice  of  the  Congresses  in  regard  to  the  selling  of  im- 
l)oried  goods.  Nine  days  after  the  battle  of  Lexington,  tiie 
district  voted  to  pay  for  two-thirds  of  the  provisions  for 
Capt.  Lemuel  Pomeroy's  company,  and  a  committee  of 
Dine  was  aj)pointed  to  collect  the  provisions,  and  dispatch 
ttiem  by  team.  For  several  years  after  this,  the  records 
teem  with  votes  upon  questions  connected  with  the  great 
struggle  then  in  progress.  In  1781,  the  town  voted  to 
raise  £200  in  silver  or  gold,  and  £4,000  in  condnental 
money  '^towards  raising  our  quota  of  soldi rrs/' 
In  those  days,  the  trades  and  professions  wer^not 
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crowded  aa  now.  Committees  weie  even  raised  to  pioeiire 
the  settlement  of  a  doctor,  and  the  erecdon  of  a  black- 
smith's shop.  Mr*  Sylvester  Woodbridge  had  a  regular 
call  to  settle  in  the  town  as  physician* 
,  Towards  the  dose  of  the  century,  Mr.  Judd  became  in- 
firm,  and  unable  to  continue  the  active  discharge  of  his 
professional  duties.  He  died  on  the  28th  of  July,  1803, 
after  a  ministry  of  sixty  years,  in  the  84th  year  of  his  age. 
lilr.  Judd  was  regarded  throughout  the  period  of  his  min- 
istry with  the  profoundest  veneration.  He  was  affable  in 
personal  intercourse,  respectable  in  pulpit  talents,  and 
Stoddardean  in  his  tlKjuiugicui  viewjB.  He  was  successful 
in  his  ministry,  and  Lad  tlie  satisfaction  of  seeing  his  church 
built  up  and  strengthened,  from  year  to  year,  and  occasion- 
'ally  refreshed  by  marked  revivals.  The  whole  number 
that  joined  the  church,  during  his  active  services,  was  442. 
The  number  of  baptisms  that  occurred  during  his  ministry 
was  1,034  ;  number  of  deaths  in  town,  440  ;  births,  about 
1,550.  Samuel  Wait^aged  19,  was  theHrst  individual  who 
died  in  the  town. 

On  the  26th  of  August,  1801,  Rev.  Vinson  Gould  was 
settled  as  colleague  pastor  with  Mr.  Judd.  He  was  a  na- 
tive of  Sharon,  Ct.,  and  a  graduate  of  Williams  College  in 
1797.  lie  was  dismissed  on  the  5th  of  January,  18ti2, 
after  a  ministry  of  thirty-one  years.  He  was  succeeded 
by  Rev.  Morris  E.  White,  of  Ashfield,  a  graduate  of  Dart- 
mouth College,  who  was  ordained  on  the  20th  of  June  the 
same  year.  Mr.  White  was  dismissed  at  the  close  of  1852, 
and  was  succeeded  in  1854  by  Rev.  Stephen  C.  Strong  of 
Northampton,  a  graduate  of  Williams  Ck)llege  in  1845. 

The  ^Tethodists,  who  had  previously  maintained  a  church 
organization,  erected  a  handsome  and  convenient  chnrch 
edifice  in  1844.  Their  preachers  have  beisn  numerous,  in 
aecordance*  with  the  usages  of  their  denomination.  The 
present  occupant  of  their  pulpit  is  Rev.  Franklin  Fiske. 

Southampton  has  been  somewhat  remarkable  for  the 
number  of  educated  professional  men  she  has  furnished  to 
the  country,  as  is  seen  in  the  following  list  of  graduates, 
the  migority  of  whom  were  born  in  Southampton,  and  aU 
of  whom  lived  there  before  going  to  college  : 

Jonathan  Judd,  a  graduate  of  Yale  College  in  1765, 
mex^'^^      Southampton;  David  Searl,  a  gradaate  cf 
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Dartmouth  College  in  1784 ;  Rev.  Asbbel  Strong,  a  grad* 
nate  af  Williams  College  in  1801,  temored  to  Delaware; 
Rev.  Lyman  Strongi  M.  D.,  a  giaduate  of  WHliams  Col- 
,  lege  in  1802 ;  Rev.  Sylvester  Bnrt,  a  graduate  of  WilUaHis 
'  Coll^  in  1804;  Rev.  John  Woodbridge,  D.  D.,  a  gradu* 
ate  of  Williams  College  in  1804;  Martin  L.  Horiburt^  a 
graduate  of  Harvard  University  in  1804;  Rev.  Sanl 
Clark,  a  gradaate  of  Williams  College  in  1805 ;  Theodoi^e 
Pomeroy,  M.  D.,  a  graduate  of  Tale  College  in  1808 ; 
Rev.  Samuel  Ware  and  Rev.  Rafbs  Pomeroy,  graduates 
of  Williams  College  in  1808 ;  Rev.  Thaddeus  Pomeroy,  a 
graduate  of  the  same  in  1810;  Rev.  Isaac  Parsons,  a  p^rad- 
uate  of  Yale  in  1811  ;  Rev.  Williuin  Stron^r,  a  graduate 
of  Williams  College  in  1811  ;  Rev.  Federal  Burt,  a  grad- 
uate of  the  same  institution  in  1812;  Rev.  Sylvf^ster 
Woodbridgc,  a  graduate  of  Williams  College  in  1813; 
Rev.  Rnfiis  Hurlburt,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  in  1813 ; 
Rev.  !Nuble  D.  Stmng,  a  graduate  of  Middlelmry  in  1813  ; 
R^v.  Aretas  Loomis,  a  graduate  of  Williams  in  1815 ;  Jus- 
tin W.  Clark,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  in  1816;  Rev.  Me- 
dad  Pomeroj,  a  graduate  of  Williams  in  1817 ;  Rev. 
Chandhir  Bates  and  Rev.  Lemuel  P.  Bates,  graduates  of 
Williams  in  1818 ;  Rev.  Philetus  Clark,  a  graduate  of 
Middlebury  the  ^^ame  year;  Rev.  Erastus  Cla])p,  a  gradu- 
ate of  Union  in  1822  ;  Rev.  Jairus  Burt  and  Rev.  Bela  B. 
Edwards,  graduates  of  Amherst  in  1824 ;  Rev.  Abner  P. 
Clark,  a  graduate  of  Yale  in  1825 ;  Rev.  Ralph  Clapp,  a 
graduate  of  Amherst  in  1825 ;  Joseph  B.  Clapp  and  Rev. 
Jeremiah  Pomeroy,  graduates  of  Amherst  in  1829 ;  Alvan 
W.  Chapman,  M.  D.,  a  graduate  of  Amherst  in  1830; 
Gideon  Searl,  a  graduate  of  Union  in  1830 ;  Rev.  Jesse 
L.  Frary,  a  graduate  of  Amherst  in  1831 ;  Edward  R. 
Thorp,  a  graduate  of  Hamilton  in  1831 ;  Israel  W.  Searl 
and  Mahlon  P.  Chapman,  graduate^  of  Amherst  in  1832  ; 
Rev.  Philander  Bates  and  Rev.  Rufus  C.  Clapp  in  1833, 
Daniel  Gould  in  18d4,  and  Rev.  Sereno  D.  Clark,  Bev. 
Justus  L.  Janes  and  Bev.  Lemuel  Pomeioy»in  1885 ;  Eev. 
Lewis  F.  CSark,  a  graduate  of  Amherst  in  1837 ;  Bev. 
Wm.  H.  Sheldon,  a  graduate  of  Tale  in  1887 ;  Spencer 
S«  Clark,  a  graduate  of  Amherst  in  1889 ;  and  J*  C.  Searle 
add  H.  L.  Eidwards,  the  former  of  whom  graduated  at  Am- 
herat  College  in  1842  and  the  latter  in  1847. 

24* 


Digiii^uG 


WARK. 


On  the  23d  of  July,  1811,  the  people  of  Southampton 
celebrated  their  centennial  anniversary,  the  address  being 
delivered  bj  Rev.  B.  B.  Edwards,  a  native  of  the  town, 
and  professor  in  the  Andover  Tlicoloj^ical  Seminary,  who 
passed  from  among  the  livin";  in  1852,  at  the  age  of  49. 
He  was  a  man  much  interested  in  local  history,  and  his 
address  delivered  on  that  occasion  is  an  invaluable  legacy 
to  the  town  of  his  birth. 

The  number  of  school  districts  in  Southampton  is  seven, 
and  the  amount  of  annual  appropriations  for  schools^  $600. 

Nine-tenths  of  the  popukttion  of  the  town  are  farmers, 
although  the  land  generally  will  not  compare  with  that 
more  immediately  upon  the  river.  There  are  about  a 
dozen  saw  mills  in  the  town,  at  which  large  quantities  of 
lumber  are  prepared,  and  sent  to  the  neighboring  towns* 
A  manufactory  of  port  monnaies  has  recently  been  started, 
employing  a  large  nomber  of  bands* 

The  amount  of  money  raised  by  tax  in  1854,  for  all  puiv 
poses,  was  3,190  12.  The  town  owes  no  debt,  and  has  on 
deposit,  of  surplus  revenue,  $2,587  20.  The  town  lines 
are  extremely  irregular,  but  the  territory  will  aven^ 
about  five  miles  square.  The  number  of  ratable  polls  is 
814.  The  population  in  1840  was  1,158 ;  in  1850,  1,120 ; 
decrease  in  ten  years,  88. 

WARE. 

Ten  thousand  acres  of  land  covering  the  whole  of"  the 
Western  portion  of  the  present  town  of  Ware  were  i)art 
of  the  Ei^uivalent  lands  (see  Ikdchertown)  conveyed  to 
John  Reed  by  Connecticut,  soon  after  1713,  as  Trumbull 
says,  "  for  le^s  than  one  farthing  per  acre."  Five  hun- 
dred acres  in  the  South  East  corner  of  the  town,  where 
the  viHage  now  stands,  were  granted  in  1 673,  to  Richard 
Hollingsworth,  of  Salem,  in  consideration  that  his  fatlier 
was  the  first  builder  of  vessels  in  the  Colonies,  ahliough 
the  grant  was  not  located  until  1715.  One  thousand  lour 
hundred  and  forty-three  acres  in  the  North  East  corner  of 
the  town,  wen  prranted  to  settlers  in  1733,  whose  descend- 
ants occupy  portions  of  it  at  the  present  tin\e.  These  sev- 
eral tracts  cover  nearly  the  whole  of  the  territory  included 
within  thc^  present  boundaries  of  the  town.  » 

The  territory  of  Ware  suffered,  ia  oompany  witk  aev* 


Digiti^uG  by 


WARS. 


oral  odf  ito  neiffbborsy  bj  being  burned  over  bj  the  Indianiy 
as  a  means  of  securing  game.  Bvookfield  was  settled  at 
m  earUer  date  than  Ware^and  the  people  wereaccimloaiod 
to  use  the  Ware  lands  for  pasturage^  and  to  bum  them  over 
to  improve  the  grazing.  So  bare  be<»me  the  coontry  thai 
the  people  of  Warren,  on  coming  to  the  top  ^  Cofs 
MSI/*  could  discern  a  stray  beast  anywhere  in  the  whole 
valley.  The  first  settlements  took  place  on  the  Hollings- 
worth  Grant.  Gapt  Jabez  Olmstead  emigrated  irom 
Brookfield,  probably  in  1729,  and  bniltmi&  upon  the 
falls.  He  built  a  house  a  little  East  of  where  the  Bank 
now  stands,  which  was  afterwards  known  as  the  ^  Great 
House/'  and  was  kept  as  a  tavern.  The  house  was  stand- 
ing when  the  first  movement  was  made  for  the  erection  of 
factories  in  1813,  and  the  well  oi  the  liouse  is  still  in  u?e. 
Jacob  Cummings  came  soon  afterwards,  from  Killingly, 
Ct.,  and  settled  on  a  tract  at  first  laid  out  to  Stewart  South- 
gate,  the  clerk  of  the  proprietors  of  "  The  Elbows."  (Pal- 
mer.) Isaac  Magoon  was  the  first  settler  in  the  South 
East  corner  of  the  town,  on  lands  that  then  belonged  to  the 
proprietors  of  the  Elbows,  whose  grant  covered  all  the 
land  in  Ware  except  Keed's  manor,  the  Ilollingsworth 
grant,  the  grant  of  1443  acres  in  the  North  East  corner 
of  the  town^  and  small  tracts  since  added  to  th^  town  trom 
Brookfield. 

Tn  1742,  when  tliere  were  but  thirty-three  families  in 
the  territory,  they  petitioned  the  General  Court  to  be 
erected  into  a  town.  The  Committee  appointed  to  exam- 
ine into  the  ciroumstances  of  the  place,  reported  against 
fhem,  but  recommended  that,  as  they  were  a  weary  dis- 
tance from  any  place  of  worship,  they  should  be  freed  from 
taxes  in  all  other  places,  and  be  allowed  to  support  the 
gospel  themselves.  They  were,  accordingly,  erected  into 
a  precinct,  Dec.  7th  of  that  year,  and  the  £rst  preoinet 
meeting  was  held  March  Idih,  1742-3,  at  the  house  of 
Jabez  Olmstead*  Jacob  Cnmminge  was  the  moderator, 
and  he  and  Edward  Ajres  and  Joseph  Simons,  were  cho- 
sen Ftednct  Committee,  and  Joseph  Post,  clerk.  It  was 
voted  to  raise  £10  63.,  old  tenor,  to  pay  the  ocnnmittee, 
survcsyor  and  chainmen,  and  to  raise  £^  to  hire  preaching 
with.  On  the  5th  of  May,  1748,  the  precinct  voted  to 
hire  Mr.  Dickinson  to  fHre^tch  unHl  the  £40  afaoold  be  ex- 


Digitized  by  GOOgle 


S84 


pended*  In  1744,  £60  were  raised,  and  sevenll  candidates 
employed.  In  Nov.,  1745,  Rev.  Henij  Csrej  was  inTited 
to  sctde,  bot  declined  the  call. 

At  an  earlj  date  in  the  history  of  the  precinct,  efforts 
were  made  to  erect  a  meeting-house.   In  1748,  "it  was 
voted  to  build  a  bouse  40  bj  3&f  18  feti  posts,  to  pay  1 2 
shillings  old  tenor  for  common  laborers,  eighteen  shillings 
for  team  and  carL**   Tfm  vote  was  subsequently  recon- 
sidered, and,  in  September,  1750,  it  was  voted  to  baild  a 
bouse  80  by  25  foet,  15  foet  posts*   It  was  also  ^  voted  to 
raise  the  sum  of  £30  13s.  4d.,  lawful  money,  to  defray  the 
charges  of  building  and  covering  the  meeting-house — ^£20 
18s.  4d«,to  be  paid  in  labor  and  covering  and  slitwork,  pro- 
vided that  every  free-holder  will  pay  to  the  Conunittee  or 
collector  the  labor  or  materials  his  due  proportion,  that  he 
'  shall  be  assessed,  ii])on  suitable  notice,  and  £4  to  procure 
nails  for  the  meeting  huuse.^    Jacob  Cm  innings,  Joseph 
Scott,  Edward  Ayres,  Samuel  Allen  and  Julin  Taplin,  were 
chosen  building  Coiiiiaittee.    The  house  was  probably 
never  very  thoroup^hly  llnished.    In  March,  1750-51,  it 
wa«  "  voted  to  ordain  the  worthy  Mr.  Grindall  Rawson  in 
tliis  j)i  eciuct  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  May  next."  Mr. 
Rawson  wa<  jiromised  £100  as  settlement,  and  as  salary 
.£4;")  tor  tlie  first  two  year<?,  with  an  addition  of  £3  the 
thirrl  year,  and  £4  for  each  year  tliereafter  until  it  sliould 
amoinit  to  £G0.    He  was  ordained  on  the  8th  of  the  month 
designated  in  the  vote.    Mr.  Rawson  was  a  graduate  of 
Harvard  Oollefre  in  1741,  and  seems  to  have  been  a  man 
of  eccentric  pnrts.    "Traditional  accounts  represent  Iiim 
as  a  man  of  little  seriousness,  comeliness  or  refinement.*' 
Whatever  may  have  been  the  fact,  disaffection  with  him 
was  soon  manifested.    A  vote  was  passed  ^lay  12,  1752, 
only  a  year  after  his  settlement,  <^  to  reconsider  the  vote 
giving  Mr.  Rawson  a  call,  and  for  paying  the  salary  and 
settlement."   The  collectors  refused  to  collect  the  taxes  for 
the  pa3rment  of  his  salary,  and  others  were  chosen  in  their 
stead,  by  special  leave  granted  by  the  Governor  and  Cloun- 
dl.   Mr.  Bawson  asked  for  a  dismissal  Jan.  80, 1754,  and 
the  next  year  was  settled  in  Yarmouth.   Judging  from  the 
specimens  of  his  literary  performances  that  are  left  on 
record,  in  the  fbrm  of  letters,  his  acquirements  were  in- 
ferior to  those  of  a  majority  of  the  ministers  of  the  day. 
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After  Mr.  Rawson's  dismission,  there  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  any  regular  preaeliing  lor  several  years.  BeY. 
Kzra  Thayer  was  ordained  Jan.  10,17.)',).  Up  to  this 
date,  the  church  had  no  confrs^ion  of  faith,  and  tlip  ordain- 
ing couTicil  presented  one  which  was  adoj)ted.  Tiie  church 
itself  was  tormed  ^lay  9, 1757,  thoup^h  und<M*  what  auspices 
it  does  not  appear.  Mr.  Thayer  continued  the  pastor  until 
JFeb.  12,  1775,  when  he  died.  During  his  ministry,  79 
were  received  into  the  church  in  full  communion.  He 
was  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College  in  1756.  Oct.  12^ 
17bdy  he  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Benjamin  Judd,  who,  on 
account  of  divisions  among  the  people  in  regard  to  him, 
remained  only  until  Sept.  28,  1787,  when  he  was  dismissed. 
Bev.  Reuben  Mo68  of  Cheshire,  Ct.,  a  graduate  of  Yale 
College  in  1787,  was  ordained  June  12&9 1792.  He  re- 
eeived  £150  as  settlement,  and  £80  as  salary.  He  con- 
tinned  the  pastor  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Feb.  17, 
1809^— more  than  16  years.  Mr.  Moss  was  a  good  man» 
and  a  man  of  indnstiy  and  abilityi  and  exerted  a  strooff 
.influence  in  the  forwarding  of  reUgious  and  educationiS 
a&irs.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Samuel  Ware,  Oct 
31^  1810,  who,  after  most  acceptably  dischargmg  the  duties 
of  bis  office,  was  dismissed  on  account  of  iU  health,  Jnlj 
18,  1826.  Mr.  Ware  Was  a  native  of  (Tonway,  and  a 
graduate  of  Williams  College,  in  1808.  July  19,  the  daj 
of  bis  dismissal,  Bev.  Augustus  B.  Beed,  a  native  of 
Behoboth,  and  a  graduate  (X  Brown  University  in  1831, 
was  installed  in  his  place.  He  was  dismissed  on  account 
of  feeble  health,  June  5,  1838,  and  was  succeeded  Sept. 
lU,  of  the  same  year,  by  Rev.  Hervey  Smith,  who  was 
dismissed  in  1840.  Rev.  A\  illiam  E.  Dixon  of  Enfield, 
Ct,  was  ordained  Jan.  14,  1841,  and  dismissed  May  26, 
1842.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  David  A.  Cobu ru  of 
Thouipson,  Ct.,  who  was  ordained  Sept.  21st,  the  same 
year,  and  was  dismissed  April  17,  1854,  The  church  is 
now  without  a  pastor. 

1m  1825,  a  new  Society  was  formed  in  the  new  Tillage 
that  sprang  up  that  year  on  the  Eastern  border  of  tlie 
town.  April  12,  182G,  the  church  was  organized,  and 
Kev.  Parsons  Cooke  of  Hadley  was  ordiiini  d  the  first  pas- 
tor, June  21st  of  that  year.  During  the  same  year,  a  large 
and  CQinmodious  house  of  worship  was  buil^  which  was 
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remodeled  in  1846.  Mr.  Cooko  j^atliered  350  members  into 
the  church  during  his  ministry,  and  retired  April  13,  1835. 
Rev.  Cyrus  Yale  was  installed  ,hi\ip  11,  1835  ;  dismissed 
Aug.  3,  1837.  Rev.  Jonathan  E.  AVotxlbridge  of  AVorth- 
ington,  a  classmate  of  Mr.  Cooke  in  Williams  College,  suc- 
ceeded him,  and  was  settled  May  2,  1838.  lie  was  dis- 
missed Dec.  27,  1840,  to  become  onr  of  the  editors  of  the 
New  England  Puritan,  in  connection  with  Mr.  Cooke.  Rfv. 
Kahum  Gale  of  Anl>iu]i,  Mass.,  a  graduate  of  Amherst 
College  in  1837,  sm  c<  (  ded  Mr.  Woodbridge  June  28,  1842. 
He  was  dismissed  in  June,  1851.  Rev.  Theron  G.  Colton, 
a  graduate  of  Yale  College^  was  installed  Sept.  Ibol^  and 
is  still  the  pastor. 

A  Baptist  Church  was  formed  in  the  village  in  1846, 
over  which  Rev.  Amory  Gale,  a  graduate  of  Brown  Uni- 
Tersity,  was  ordained,  Nov.  11th,  of  that  year.  He  was 
dismissed  in  the  winter  of  1850,  and  was  succeeded  in 
September,  1850,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Bullard,  who  remained  two 
yeai9.  In  April,  1853,  Rev.  George  £•  Fuller  became 
the  pasttor,  and  is  now  in  office. 

A  Unitarian  Society  w^as  organiased  Sept.,  1846,  and  a 
house  of  worship  dedicated  in  June,  1847.  Rev.  George 
S.  Ball  was  ordained  Sept^  1847,  and  dismissed  Oct,  1849. 
Rev.  George  T.  Hill  was  installed  pastor  in  Sept  1852. 
and  is  now  in  office. 

A  Methodist  Church  has  been  ministered  to  by  a  suo- 
eeasion  of  preachers.  Bev.  Nelson  Spaulding  is  the  pre&> 
&kt  pastor. 

The  Catholics  have  recently  erected  ihe  largest  church 
in  town. 

Ware  wad  incorporated  as  a  town  Nov*  1761.  It 
received  its  name  from  the  weirs  or  wears  thai  were  con- 
structed in  Ware  river,  to  aid  in  taking  salmon.  These 
gave  the  stream  the  name  of  Wear  river,  and  the  river 
gave  its  name  to  the  town,  tlie  present  orthography  of  tlie 
name  being  a  corn  1 1 )l ion  of  the  original.  The  first  town 
meeting  w^as  held  M.-uvh  9,  17G2,  when  William  Braken- 
ridge  was  chosen  clerk,  Samuel  Sherman,  Wm.  liraken- 
ridge,  Jolm  Davis,  Jacob  Cummings  and  Judah  Marsh, 
selectmen  and  assessors,  and  Jacob  Cummings,  treasurer. 

March,  1775,  Wm.  15rak(  in  idp^e  was  chosen  delegate  to 
the  Provincial  Congress^  and  May  Ist,  of  the  same  year, 


Digiti^uG  by 


WA&E. 


287 


it  was  voted  to  cbru^au  ilireo  men  to  attend  tlie  Congresa  in 
turn,  the  town  puyiiig  their  expenses.  The  men  chosen 
were  Mr.  Brakenri(l«re,  Joseph  Foster  and  Deacon  Tiiunias 
Jenkins.  Tlie  iniiubitants  of  Ware,  as  the  records  prove, 
wero  not  behin<l  their  neighbors  in  the  sacrifices  made  to 
secure  succet>s  to  the  strugj^le  of  the  Kevolution.  The 
town  sympathized  to  a  considerable  extent  with  Shays  in 
the  relit  llion  which  bears  his  name,  and  chose  deltL^aies  to 
the  County  Conventions  that  were  hidd  at  that  tuuGy  to 
consult  upon  the  matter  of  public  grievances. 

In  Ware,  as  in  many  other  towns  in  the  Commonwealth, 
it  was  the  custom,  instead  of  hailing  all  new  comers  as  a 
welcome  accession  to  the  stren^tli  of  the  cammuiiitji  to 
warn  them  to  depart,  lest  they  should  became  a  charge  to 
the  town.  In  March,  1765,  the  town  allowed  William 
Bell  12  shillings  for  warning  out  several  and  cwrrying  ovi 
some.  In  1 790,  the  oonstable  was  directed  to  warn  5 1  per- 
BOfoa,  whose  Tiames  were  given,  to  depart  from  the  limits  of 
the  town,  with  their  chiidren  and  aU  under  them,  within 
fifteen  days. 

The  first  vote  on  record  in  regard  to  schools  was  the 
fi^wing :  ^  Voted  to  Devid  ye  Penush  into  two  parts  fi>r 
a  aeool  and  fiat  Brook  to  be  ye  deviding  line*"  Joseph 
Seott was  appointed  ^to  take  care"  of  tiie  West  p$H,  and 
Wm.  Brakenridge  of  the  East  At  the  first  town  meetings 
it  was  Toted  to  divide  the  town  into  four  quarters*  or  dis- 
tricts^ and  to  ^  Baies  twelve  pounds  for  Skoling ;  sdso  that 
Eatch  Quarter  shall  Skole  out  there  part  witbda  the  year 
or  he  forfit."  In  1785,  it  was  voted  to  divide  the  town 
into  six  districts,  and  determined  where  the  school  houses 
should  be  located.  The  amount  of  school  money  was 
increased  from  year  to  year  until  1854,  when  it  reached 

Ware  rivtr,  tlie  (Nenameseck  of  the  Indians,)  furnishes 
a  fine  water  power  to  the  town,  which  has  been  luily  taken 
advantage  of.  At  Ware  Village,  the  stream  falls  seventy 
feet  in  less  than  that  number  of  rods,  and  it  was  here  that 
in  1730,  Jabez  Oimstead  erected  his  mills.  His  heirs  sold 
"  the  property  to  Isiiac  Magoon,  fVuni  wliom  it  i)assed  to  his 
son  Alexander,  in  1 7 Go.  In  April,  1H13,  the  mills  and  400 
acres  of  land  around  them  were  sold  by  James  Magoon,  a 
grandsoa  of  Alexander,  to  Alpheus  Pemond  wad  Thorny 
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Dewey,  for  $4^500*  Mr*  Denamd  rebuilt  the  dam,  repair* 
ed  tbe  saw  and  grist  mills,  and  started  two  carding  mar 
chines.  The  conclusion  of  the  last  war  with  Englanid  inr 
terfered  with  the  prosperity  of  the  fectory  enterprise,  and 
in  April,  1821,  the  property,  with  all  its  improvements,  was 
sold  to  Holbrook  &  Dexter  of  Boston,  for -about  $15,000. 
It  then  became  the  property  ot"  a  company  of  Boston  capi- 
talists, called  the  W  are  Manufacturing  Co.,  who  completed 
a  mill  commenced  by  Mr.  Demond.  In  1823,  the  woolen 
mill,  about  one-third  its  present  size,  was  built,  and  in 
1824,  a  large  mill  was  erected,  to  take  water  from  the 
upper  fall.  The  company  was  incorjxji  iitcd  in  1823,  with 
a  capital  of  $600,000,  but  its  plans  were  not  successful, 
and  it  never  made  a  divi<Vnd.  In  1829,  its  property  way 
transferred  to  the  Llampsiiire  Manufacturing  Co.,  at  a  nom- 
inal value  of  Se)00,000,  and  this  capital  was  subsequently 
increased  to  S400,000.  In  the  huaiicial  crasli  of  1837, 
the  company  tailed,  and  in  August,  1839,  the  cotton  mills 
passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Otis  Manufacturing  Co.  In 
June,  1845,  tlie  long  mill,  built  in  1824,  was  burnt,  and  the 
new  company,  which  already  had  commenced  the  erection 
of  a  stone  mill  200  feet  long,  immediately  erected  another 
of  the  same  dimensions,  upon  the  site  of  the  old  one.  These 
are  still  in  operation,  and,  with  the  old  cotton  mill  and  the 
small  one  near  it,  run  20,000  spindles,  consume  1, 600,0 oo 
lbs«  of  cotton  annually,  and  give  employment  to  about  650 
hands.  The  capital  of  the  Otis  company  is  $500,000,  and 
tiiey  have  been  very  successful.  In  1845  and  1846,  they 
built  two  new  mills— one  of  brick  and  the  other  of  granite. 

In  1841^  Gilbert  &  Steyens,  from  Andover,  purchased 
of  the  assignees  of  the  Hampshire  Go.  the  woolen  mill  and 
the  other  property  on  the  South  side  of  the  river.  They 
started  tiie  old  mill,  and  in  the  Summer  of  1846,  erected  a 
new  stone  mill,  80  feet  by  50,  and  five  stories  high*  Each 
mill  contains  7  sets  of  machineiy.  Their  milk  consume 
400,000  lbs.  of  wool  annually,  make.about  700,000  yards 
of  fiannel,  and  employ  225  hands.  A  division  ^  the  prop- 
erty has  been  made,  Mr.  Gilbert  taking  the  new  stone  mill, 
Mr.  Stevens  retaining  the  old  one,  which  he  has  considera- 
bly enlarged. 

Tlie  manufacture  of  straw  goods  was  commenced  in 
Ware  in  1832,  by  John  li.  1  aii  bank,  wiis  uittrwuids  car- 
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ried  on  by  Avery  Clarki  and  is  now  prosecuted  by  Lorenzo 
Demond,  who  employs  usually  about  one  hondred  girls  in 
jewing  them.  C.  £•  d&  H.  S.  Blood  have  also  opened  a 
^hop,  employing  as  many  girls  in  making  similiEur  goods, 
which  are  mostly  for  New  York  dealers. 

The  professional  and  Hberallj  educated  men  who  have 
dHginated  in  Ware,  or  were  residents  when  educated,  are 
the  following:  William  Bowdoin,  son  of  William,  lawyer, 
fbrmany  years  a  resident  at  South  Hadley  Falls;  Bev. 
Emerson  Dayis,  D.  D.,  son  of  Dea.  Enos,  a  graduate  of 
Williams  College  in  1821,  now  minister  in  Westfield ;  Rev. 
John  Dunbar,  son  of  John,  graduate  of  Williams  College 
in  1M2 ;  Isaac  Wethrell,  son  of  Thomas,  graduate  of  Am- 
herst College  in  1832 ;  Rev.  William  Paige  Davis,  son  of 
Benjamin,  graduate  of  Union  College  in  1833;*  Joshua 
Pearl,  son  of  John  M.,  graduate  of  Yale  College  in  1836; 
Rev.  Porter  H.  Snow,  son  of  Dea.  Eli,  entered  Amherst 
College  in  1833,  and  after  spending  three  years  there,  en- 
tered the  senior  class  in  Union  College,  and  graduated  in 
1838;  Rev.  Loranus  Crowell,  (Methodist)  son  of  Joshua, 
graduate  of  Wesleyan  University  at  Middletown,  Ct.,  in 
1840  ;  Rev.  Tliomas  S.  Norton,  son  of  Allen,  graduate  of 
Amherst  College  in  1840 ;  William  Snell,  son  of  Thomas,  * 
graduate  of  Amherst  College  in  1840;  Rev.  Loring  B. 
]Marsh,  son  of  Foster,  graduate  of  Yale  College  in  1840 ; 
Rev.  Samuel  II.  Allen,  son  of  Chester,  graduate  of  Am- 
herst College  in  1841 ;  Aaron  Walker,  son  of  Aaron,  do., 
do. ;  David  Gould  Sherman,  son  of  Thomas,  graduate  of 
Yale  College  in  1841 ;  Daniel  L.  Shearer,  son  of  John, 
graduate  of  Yale  College  in  1842 ;  Dr.  John  Hartwell,  son 
of  Joseph,  graduate  of  Amherst  College  in  1843;  Rev. 
jSamuel  D.  Marsh,  son  of  Foster,  graduate  of  Yale  Col- 
lege in  1844;  Charles  Demond,  son  of  Alpheus,  graduate 
of  Williams  College  in  1844 ;  Elbridge  Pepper,  son  of 
John,  graduate  of  Amherst  College  in  1853. 

The  town  debt  of  Ware  is  96,800,  incurredfor  the  purchase 
oif  a  &m  for  the  poor,  in  part^  and  partly  for  the  town  halL 
The  valuation  of  real  estate  for  1844  was  $1,030,283; 
personal,  $258,350 ;  total,  $ 1 ,288,633.  The  amount  raised 
for  schools  was  $2,600 ;  highways  and  new  roads,  $2,200 ; 
pajinent  of  town  debt  (in  part)  and  interest,  SI, 680 ;  coup 
tinjgencies,  $1,500;  paupers,  $800,  which,  with  the  state 
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and  county  tax,  makes  the  assessment  $11,155  84,  for  the 

year.  The  population  in  IfcilO  was  1,955;  in  1850,3,568, 
(state  census);  increase  in  ten  years,  1,013.  The  town 
nuw  rauk:»  second  in  the  countj  la  pupuiatioa  and  valua- 
tion. 

WESTHAMPTON. 

Settlements  in  the  Westerly  part  of  the  town  of  North- 
ampton, began  to  be  made  in,  or  about,  the  year  17G7. 
From  this  time  to  the  time  of  the  incor])orati()n  of  this  sec- 
tion into  a  separate  town,  now  known  as  Westhampton 
— period  of  about  eleven  yeara — very  little  can  be  said 
of  it,  it  hcln^  a  secluded  part  of  Northampton,  and  almost 
without  historical  data.  From  memoi-anda  made  hj  Ber. 
Enoch  Uale — tlie  first  minister  of  the  town — ^it  appears 
that  in  Nov.,  1767,  Lemuel  Strong— eldest  son  of  Lieut 
Noah  Strong — was  bom,  supposed  to'  be  the  first  child  bom 
within  the  limits  of  the  present  town  of  Westhampton* 
At  the  end  of  1779,  about  sixty  families  were  in  the  town^ 
generally  young  and  smally  containing,  in  all,  perhaps  a 
iew  more  than  three  hundred  souls. 

The  pioneers  in  the  settlement  were  principally  emi- 
.  grants  from  Northampton,  some  from  Southampton,  and 
Uie  balance,  almost  without  exception,  from  other  places 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay.  In 
those  days  of  puritanic  simplicity — thou«^h  less  than  a  cen- 
tury ago — the  enterprise  of  removing  frum  adjaeeut  towns, 
to  this,  then  almost  an  unbroken  forest,  was  esteemed  by 
those  interested  in  it,  to  be  an  elTort  of  scarcely  less  mag- 
nitude than  an  emigration,  at  this  day,  from  New  England 
to  Iowa  or  jNIinnesota.  Many  n  prrist  of  precious  bread- 
stuff— as  tradition  has  it — was  borne  on  the  shoulders  of 
these  first  settlers,  over  the  whole  distance — seven  to  ten 
rail«'s — ])etween  this  phace  and  Nortlianipton,  wher6y  at* 
that  time,  was  the  nearest  mill  accessible. 

In  the  year  1778,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Westerly  part 
df  the  town  of  Northampton,  apprehending  themselves  of 
sufficient  numbers  and  abilities,  petitioned  the  General 
Court  to  be  incorporated  into  a  separate  town.  In'accord-  , 
ance  with  the  prayer  of  the  pf  tition,  an  act  of  incorpora- 
tion was  passed  Sept.  29,  1778,  "that  the  Westerly  part, 
of  the  s&id  town  of  Northampton,  separated  bj  a  line  four. 
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miles  Eastward  from  the  West  line  of  said  town  of  North- 
ampton, and  parallel  thereto,  be  incor[>orated  into  a  sepa- 
rate town,  b}^  tlic  name  of  Westhampton."  By  tliis  sarae 
act,  Calel)  Strong,  Esq.. — known  at  a  later  period  as  Gov- 
ernor Strong — wa^  authoriz(Ml  and  rcqriirod  to  'I'^^nc  hh 
warrant,"  callini;  a  meeting  of  the  freeholders  and  other 
inhabitants  of  said  town,  to  choose  such  othcers  as  towns 
are  authorized  by  law  to  choose,  and  transact  other  such 
matters  as  shall  be  expressed  in  said  warrant.  Such  a 
warrant  was  accordingly  issued,  in  pursuance  of  which  a 
meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of  Nathan  Clark,  Nov.  19,. 
1778,  and  Caleb  Strong  was  chosen  moderator;  Sylvester 
Judd,  clerk;  Dea.  Martin  Clai I  .  treasurer;  John  Smith, 
Capt.  Wm.  Bartlett,  and  John  Baker,  selectmen;  Abner 
Cliflin,  constable ;  John  Sigith,  warden ;  Azariah  Lyman, 
tjthingman ;  John  Parsons  and  Ephraim  Wright,  survey- 
ors of  ways. 

At  the  first  annual  town  meeting  for  the  choice  of  offi- 
cers, held  in  March,  179d,  Gideon  Clark  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  town  clerk,  which  office  he  held,  by  re-election, 
from  year  to  year^  until  the  time  of  his  decease  in  1814 — 
a  period  in  all,  of  thirty-five  years.  This  circumstance, 
while  it^  has  contributed,  in  no  small  degree,  to  furnish  the 
town  with  a  record,  at  once  correct,  uniform,  and  easy  to 
be  traced,  during  that  series  of  years,  demonstrates  the 
superiority  of  tlie  practice  over  that  of  frequent  clian^e, 
as  pursued  by  many  towns  in  lau  r  years,  and  furnishes  a 
lasting  memento  of  the  value  and  fidelity  of  Mr.  Clark  as 
a  recording  officer. 

In  the  convention  for  forming  the  Constitution  of  the 
Commoiuv(  alth,  in  1780,  Westhampton  was  represented  by 
Sylve^lei  Judd;  and  by  Rev.  Enoch  Hale,  in  the  ronven- 
.tion  of  1820.  Probably  as  great  and  permanent  an  influ- 
ence for  the  good  of  thu  town  was  exerted  by  ih^'^e  two 
individuals,  in  their  time — each  in  his  respective  s])here  of  - 
action— as  by  any  other  two  men  wlio  have  ever  been  in- 
habitants of  the  place.  Among  the  early  settlers  of  West- 
hampton were  a  considerable  number  of  men  who  bore 
arms  in  their  country's  defense,  some  for  a  longer,  and 
some  a  shorter  period,  in  the  war  of  the  revolution.  Sev- 
eral of  them  lived  to  witness  the  gratitude  of  their  coun- 
try for' their  services,  and  to  participate  in  its  bounty.  But 
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they  are  all  numbered  whh  thegeiMralloiis  that  are  past— 
not  one  of  them  now  survives. 

It  is  a  &ct  worthy  of  notice,  tbat,  in  the  fint  meeting 
for  the  organization  of  the  town,  by  the  choice  of  officers^ 
tiie  only  other  business  transacted  was  to  provide  for  the 
establishment,  maintenance  and  enjoyment  of  the  institu- 
tions of  religion.  It  was  voted  that  Messrs.  Martin  Clark, 
Azariah  L}  jnaii  mul  Sylvester  Judd,  be  a  eommittee  to 
procure  Mi.  Hale — after  his  present  term  of  engagement 
expires — or  some  other  person,  to  preach,  and  to  provide 
for  meeting  one-half  the  time  at  the  house  of  Nathan 
Clark,  and  the  other  half  at  the  liouse  of  Azariah  Lyman. 

To  fix  upon  a  locality  on  which  to  erect  a  meeting-house, 
api)ears  to  have  been  an  affair  of  great  and  protracted  ditii- 
culty.  It  was  not  until  17 Ho — more  than  six  years  after 
the  incorporation  of  the  iovm — that  a  house  for  public 
worship  was  erected,  imd  this  was  not  completed  and  fin- 
ished, with  all  4t8  appurtenances,  until  four  years  after  that 
time.  So  sharp  was  the  contention  in  regard  to  the  location 
of  the  house,  that,  for  a  time,  a  division  of  the  town  was  se 
riously  threatened.  But,  though  the  record  of  those  time? 
plainly  indicates  that  the  revered  fathers  of  the  infant  town 
were  subject  to  like  passions  with  other  men,  it  also  proves 
that  they  did  not  "  forsake  the  assembling  of  themselves  to- 
getheri**  regularly  and  statedly,  for  the  purpose  of  public 
worship.  Here  tliey  could  meet  on  common  ground.  Here 
they  did  meet  They  were  emphatically  a  church-going 
community.  And  to  this  fact^  doubtless,  under  Grod,  is 
owing,  in  a  great  degree,  the  peace,  harmony  and  unanim- 
ity, which,  to  so  great  an  extent,  have  prevailed  in  the 
town,  from  those  days  to  the  present  time. 

The  Church  of  Christ  in  Westhampton  was  organized 
Sept.  Ist,  1779,  by  the  aid  of  Rev.  Jonathan  Judd  of 
Southampton,  and  Rev.  Solomon  Williams  of  Northamp^ 
ton ;  and  Reuben  Wright  and  Martin  Clark  were  chosen 
deacons.  Rev.  Enoch  Hale — the  first  pastor  of  the 
church — Avas  ordained  Sept.  29th,  1779.  The  ordination 
services  were  performed  in  Ebenezer  French's  barn,  lilted 
up,  as  it  best  might  be,  for  the  occasion. 

An  exact  list  of  the  first  members  of  the  church  cannot 
be  given,  that  record  having  been  destroyed,  with  many 
other  valuable  papers,  at  the  burning  of  Rev.  Mr.  Hale's 
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house,  in  \hf'  .intiiiiin  r  i  1816.  Tho  immher  of  commu- 
ni(*nntr«,  inciiidinfj  tlio.-c  who  were  such  at  the  time  of  or- 
ganization, and  thfKc  who  uoited  very  soon  after,  by  pro- 
fession, was  about  Hlty.  Large  additions  were  made  to  the 
church  in  1789,  so  that  in  about  ten  years  from  its  com- 
mencement, it  numbered  more  than  1  GO  members. 

Tliere  has  been  but  one  church  in  the  town  from  the 
time  of  its  settlement,  with  the  following  exception.  In 

1828,  a  portion  of  the  members  of  the  church  declared 
their  secession  from  its  jurisdiction,  and,  together  with 
other  persons  in  Westhampton,  and  the  neighboring  towns, 
formed  themselves,  under  the  guidance  and  direction  of 
Rev.  John  Truair,  into  an  organization  called  ^  Union 
Church.^  For  a  time,  the  prosperity  and  success  of  this 
new  church  were  apparently  commensurate  with  its  zeal* 
It  was  not  long,  however,  before  its  meteoric  light  began 
to  wane,  and  in  a  few  years,  there  were  not  left  data  sufll* 
cient  to  mark  the  place  where,  or  the  time  when,  the  light 
went  out 

The  meeting  house,  of  which  mention  has  hei^n  made, 

was  taken  down  in  1816,  and  its  place  supplied  by  a  new 
bouse  of  more  ample  dimension?, — 70  by  52  feet — under 
the  architectural  supervision  of  Capt.  Isaac  Damon  of 
^orthamptonj  and  at  that  time,  said  to  be  one  of  the  best 
church  edifices  in  all  the  small  towns  of  AVestern  Massa- 
chusetts.   This  house  was  consumed  ])y  fire  in  February, 

1829.  The  church  arid  society,  weakened  by  the  socp-cion 
of  a  portion  of  their  members,  and  their  commodious  and 
beautiful  house  in  n-hos — did  not  sit  down  in  despair.  On 
tlip  same  day  of  the  huniini:  of  the  house,  and  before  re- 
tiring from  its  smoulderin^r  ruins,  to  tlieir  homes,  measures 
were  adopted  preliminary  to  re-building.  And  during 
that  year,  the  meeting  house  now  standing  was  erected,  on 
•the  same  foundation  as  the  one  burnt — only,  in  length,  ten 
feet  less.  The  architr  (>ts  were  the  late  M^jor  Caleb  Loud 
of  Westhampton  and  his  sons. 

Bev.  Enoch  Hale,  the  first  pastor  of  the  church  in  West- 
hampton, died  January  11,  1837,  at  the  age  of  84  years, 
and  in  the  58th  year  of  his  pastoral  connection  with  the 
church.  He  was  a  native  of  Coventry,  Ct.,  and  brother  of 
Capt  Nathftn  Hale,  who,  m  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  so 
ttoblj  offered  his  life— a  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  ^is  oouq^ 
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try's  liberty.    Rev.  Horace  B.  Chapin,  then  recently  of 

South  Amliei'st,  was  installed  as  colleague  pastor  with  Mr. 
Hale,  July  8,  iH'Ii)^  and  was  dismissed,  at  his  own  request, 
in  Mity,  l6ol,  lie  then  hjborcd,  for  a  time,  in  Canada, 
from  which  field  he  was  comjx  Ufd  to  retire,  on  account  of 
the  political  disturbances  mid  rtibeUion  in  that  province. 
He  wa.^  uiu  rwards  settled  at  Lewiston  Falls,  Me.,  where 
he  died  in  October,  18  ot  mh  ju  nto  disease,  at  the  age 
of  forty-eight  years,  lie  v.  Amos  Drury  was  installed  pas- 
tor of  the  church,  June  28,  1837.  He  had  previously 
held  jui-tor al  relations  in  West  liutland  and  Fairhavcn, 
Vt.  He  died  at  Pittsford,  Vt.,  July  22,  1.841,  at  flie  age 
of  48  years,  wdiile  on  a  visit  to  his  friends  in  that  place. 
The  fourtli  pastor  of  the  church — Rev.  David  Coggin — a 
native  of  Tewksbury,  Mass^  was  ordained  May  11, 
and  dit^  of  consumption,  April  28,  1852,  aged  35  years. 
His  bereaved  and  afilicted  people  will  loog  cherish,  in  iaod 
recollectioDi  a  grateful  sense  of  his  virtues  as  a  man,  and 
his  fidelity  as  a  pastor.  He  v.  Andrew  Bigelow,  late  of 
West  Needham,  was  installed  as  the  pastor  of  the  church 
March  2d,  1854,  and  still  remains  in  office.  Few  churehes, 
it  is  confidently  believed,  have  eiyoyed  a  succession  of  mm 
faithful,  godly-and  devoted  ministexB  than  this. 

The  town  of  Westhampton  is  divided  into  nine  school 
districts — a  number  quite  too  lai^  wheliher  considered  in 
reference  to  the  economical  expenditure  of  the  money 
raised  for  educational  purposes,  or  the  number  of  children 
to  be  educated*  The  amount  of  money  raised  for  sdiook) 
and  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  teachers,  is  S450. 

Of  manufacturing  establishments,  in  the  general  accept- 
ance of  the  term,  and  of  mines,  there  are  none,  thouixh 
both  exist  immediately  on  the  borders  ot"  the  town,  (granite 
is  abundant,  but  the  quarrying  of  it  is  not  prosecuted  as  a 
regular  and  })ernuuient  business.  The  principal  industrial 
pur^sint  is  agriculture.  It  is  one  of  the  smallest  towns  in 
Hampshire  County,  considered  both  in  reic^nrd  to  population 
and  valuation.  Occupying  a  position  intermediate  between 
the  phiins  which  skirt  the  valley  of  the  Connecticut,  uud 
the  mountains  lying  to  the  Westward  of  them,  the  moun- 
tainous leatureR  are  strongly  predominant,  and,  as  a  whole, 
it  is  by  tar  better  adapted  to  grazing  than  tillage.  This 
town  has,  during  the  past  half  century,  fttcuithed  its  filU 
^oota  of  Western  emigrants. 
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The  following  persons,  natives  of  "Westhampton,  have 
received  collrcre  degrees:  Rev.  Jonatlmn  Fisher,  1792, 
Harvard,  settled  and  died  in  Maine  ;  Tertiujj  Strong,  171)0, 
Williams,  died  1802,— a^^'ed  24  ;  Rev.  Levi  Parsons,  1801, 
Williams,  resides  at  Marcellus,  N.  Y. ;  Hon.  Nathan  Hale^ 
1804,  Williams,  editor  Boston  Daily  Advertiser;  Rev, 
William  Fisher,  1805,  Williams,  died  at  AUensvilie,  Ll, 
April  19,  1840;  Justus  Kingsley,  1800,  Williams,  died 
soon  aAer  graduating ;  Rev.  Justin  Edwards,  D*  D.,  1810, 
Williams,  late  President  of  Andover  Seminary ;  Hophni 
|j^d,  1812,  Williams,  studied  law,  died  1818;  Calvin 
Irontague,  1814,  Williams,  a  phystcmn  ;  Rev.  Ebenezer 
B.  Wright,  1814,  Williams ;  Epaphn»  dark,  1815,  Wtl- 
liMDS,  a  lawyer  in  Enfield ;  Bev.  Doras  Oarke,  1817,  Wil- 
liams, lives  now  in  Eastern  part  of  the  state ;  Anson  Hook- 
er, 1819,  Williams,  a  doctor  at  Cambridge :  Edward  Hook- 
er, 1820,  a  lawyer,  died  in  Ohio  in  1843 ;  Rev.  Tertins 
S.  Clarke,  1824,  Yale,  at  Penn  Tan,  N.  T. ;  George  Burt, 
1825^  Amherst,  a  lawyer,  died  at  the  South ;  Rev.  Orange 
Clarice,  D.  D^  Harvard,  lives  In  California  i  Rev.  Lyman 
Clarke,  D.  D^  Trinity,  lives  in  Waterbury,  Ct. ;  Levi  F, 
Claflin,  1826,  Williams,  teacher,  lives  in  Dayton,  Ohio; 
Rev.  Calvin  Clark,  1832,  Williams,  agent  for  home  mis- 
sions in  Michigan ;  Rev.  George  Lyman,  18;37,  Amherst, 
lives  at  Suttuii ;  Rev.  S3  Ivester  Judd,  183G,  Yale,  died  at 
Augusta,  Maine  ;  Chauncey  P.  Judd,  1840,  Yale,  lawyer 
at  Readinjy;  Zenas  M.  Phelps,  1839,  Williams,  teacher  in 
Kew  York;  Rev.  Jonathan  8.  Judd,  1839,  Williams,  lives 
at  ^Yiiately  ;  Rev.  Dexter  Clapp,  183*.),  Amherst,  lives  at 
Salem;  Rev.  Melzar  Montague,  1841,  Wiliiam?,  lives  at 
Fort  Atkinson,  Wisconsin  ;  Rev.  Enos  J.  Montague,  1841, 
Williams,  at  Summit,  Wisconsin  ;  Rev.  Luther  Clapp,  1841, 
Williams,  at  Wawatosa,  Wisconsin ;  Samuel  W.  Fisher, 
1841,  Williams,  at  Westhampton ;  James  Brewer,  1842, 
Williams,  somewhere  out  West ;  Rev.  Anson  Clark,  1845, 
Williams ;  Rev.  Charles  H.  Norton,  18^7,  Williams,  North 
Becket ;  Rev.  Justin  Parsons,  1849,  Williams,  missionary 
at  Salonica.  Total  of  college  graduates,  34  ;  of  whom  20 
are  ministers,  and  6,  lawyers. 

Sylvester  Judd,  (son  of  Sylvester,)  the  editor  and  pro- 
prietor of  the  Hampshire  Gazette,  from  1822  to  1835,  was 
a  native  of  Weethampton*   Since  his  retirement  fh>m  the 
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Gazetto,  he  lias  been  engaged  almost  unintr  miptc^clly  in 
antiquarian  researches,  and  ha?  coUected  and  recorded  an 
immense  mass  of  inibrmation  roncerning  the  early  liistorj 
of  ^lassachusetts,  and  its  multitude  of  municipalities. 
Probably  no  man  now  living  in  the  United  Slates  has  ac- 
complished an  equal  amount  of  labor  in  a  similar  £eld» 
Tlie  materials  in  his  possession  have  a  permanent,  intrinsic 
value,  equal  to  the  labor  they  have  cost.  Mr.  Judd  now 
lives  in  Northampton,  and,  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  hearty 
old  age,  purchased  by  a  life  of  temperance,  pursues  the 
researches,  which  are  alike  his  labor  and  his  recreatioD«  ^ 
The  amount  of  money  raised  by  tax  for  all  purposes  is 
$2,200;  number  of  square  miles,  24;  ratable  polls,  165 ; 
miles  of  road,  about  40.  The  population  in  1840  was  752 ; 
in  1850,  636;  decrease  in  ten  years,  116. 

WILLIAMSBURG. 

This  town  is  formed  from  ^  Hatfield  Addition,"  or  *^  Hat* 
field  Three-Mtle  Grant,**  a  tract  six  miles  long  and  three 

miles  wide,  granted  by  the  General  Court,  in  1795,  to  the 

inhabitants  of  Hatfield,  and  entirely  divided  up  among 
them.  The  present  boundary  lines  of  Williamsbur*2^  are 
almost  entirely  identical  with  those  of  the  original  grant. 
Tlie  date  of  the  settlement  is  not  known,  but  settlement, 
to  any  considerable  extent,  did  not  probably  take  place 
many  years  before  the  incoi  poraiion  oi  the  territory  as  a 
district,  which  event  took  place  April  24,  1771.  The  first 
district  meeting  was  held  on  the  tbllowing  Gth  of  May,  in 
pursuance  of  a  warrant  issued  by  William  \\  illiams,  Esq. 
Samuel  Fairfield  was  chosen  moderator  of  this  me*  ting; 
John  Nash,  clerk  an<l  treasurer  of  the  district ;  Amasa 
*  Frost  and  Thomas  Warren,  constables  ;  Joshua  Warner, 
Josiah  Dwight  and  John  Nash,  ficlectmon  and  assessors ; 
Jonathan  AVamer  and  Joshua  Thayer,  wardens ;  Abel 
Thayer,  Abijah  Hunt,  Mather  Warren  and  Elisha  Nash, 
surveyors  of  liighways ;  Richard  Church  and  Russell  Kel- 
logg* tythingmenj  Jesse  Wild  and  Joseph  Gary,  fenc^ 
viewers ;  Jonathan  Warner,  eierk  of  the  market ;  Andrew 
Gates  and  Downing  Warner,  deer-reeves ;  Joshua  Thayet 
and  Joseph  Tory,  hog-reeves  ;  Josiah  Hayden  and  Amasa 
Graves,  field  drivers,  and  Levi  Ludden,  surveyor  of  hoards 
and  shingles.   This  is  a  long  list  of  officers^  but  it  will  In*^ 
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fbrm  118  of  the  names  of  the  principal  settlers  at  that  timey 
as  well  as  of  the  multiplicity  of  offices* 

At  a  meeting  held  May  19, 1771,  it  was  voted  to  raise 
£W  for  preachtog,  before  the  next  March  meeting.  Other 
Totes  were  passed  at  this  meeting,  giving  ^  the  proprietors 
of  the  school  house**  two-thirds  of  the  cost  of  building  it, 
deciding  to  repair  it  so  that  it  might  serve  as  a  place  for 
public  worship,  and  providing  a  conch  shell,  and  a  salary 
of  15  .^hillings  to  Lieut.  Joshua  Thayer  I'or  blowinfj  it  to 
call  the  people  together,  and  i'or  keeping  the  school  house 
in  order.  This  ^hell  is  still  preserved  as  a  precious  memo- 
rial of  the  past.  In  1772,  95  polls  were  taxed,  while  seven 
were  exempted  from  taxation.  This  shows  a  considerable 
population.  The  following  names  till  the  assessment  list 
for  that  year: 

Russell  Kellogg,  Ebjali  Wait,  Joshua  Warner,  Joniithan 
Warner,  George  Andrews,  William  Danton,  Benjamin  Blanch* 
ard,  Joseph  Tory,  William  Stephenson,  •Joel  Warner,  Pael 
Warner,  Downing  Warner  Jr.,  Smith  Kennett,  Mather  V/ar- 

ren,  Joseph  Warren,  Abner  Cole,  Samuel  F.iii  fiehl,  Amos 
Truesdell,  John  Wait,  Samuel  Day,  John  Nasli,  Elisha  Nash, 
William  Keed,  Asa  Thayer,  Richard  Church,  John  Meekins, 
Samnel  Hontanton,  Daniel  May,  Joseph  Cary,  .John  Bur- 
roughs, Sdas  Billinj^s,  Seth  Tubbs,  Daniel  Mollis,  William 
Bodman,  James  Smith.  Simeon  White,  Thomas  Lothiiig:, 
Enoch  Thayer,  Ezra  Strong,  Thomas  Warren,  Seth  Pomeroy, 
Jo8iah  Pomeroy,  John  Miller,  Seth  Graves,  Perez  Graves.  Si- 
las Graves^  James  Porter,  Thomas  Fenloii»  Caleb  Conant,  Jesee 
,  Wild,  Jqsiah  Hadlock,  Joshaa  Thayer,  Andrew  Gates,  Asa 
Lndden,  £zra  Ludden,  Thomas  Flow,  Josiah  D wight,  Anson  < 
Cheesman  Samnel  Patridge,  Simeon  Burroughs,  David  Bur- 
roughs, Lucy  Hubbard,  Ebezezer  Hill,  Ichabod  Hemenwajr, 
Abijah  Hunt,  Josiah  Hadlock  Jr..  Hezekiah  Reed,  Gains 
Crafts.  Geor^^e  Dunn,  Thomas  Fance,  Ebenezer  Paine.  Thomas 
French,  Lemuel  Barber,  Abel  Thayer,  Thomas  Ft  nicMi  Jr., 
Benjamin  Reed,  Joseph  Ludden,  Lucy  Ludden,  1  humas 
Spartbrd.  Jonathan  Wolcolt,  Jonaiiian  Wolcott,  Jr ,  Tliornas 
IVfeekins,  Ama.sa Graves,  Seth  Hastings,  Nehemiah  Cleavelaud, 
William  Guillbrd,  Asaph  Wales,  Eleazer  Root,  Aaron  Hemen* 
way,  James  Ludden,  Seth  Ludden,  Asa  Brown,  Joseph  Janes, 
James  Janes,  William  Fenton,  Thomas  Beebe,  Thomas  Lo* 
ring,  Moses  Carley,  Josiah  Hayden,  Thomas  How,  Amasa 
Frost,  Nathan  Frost,  Sampson  Hill,  Alexander  Miller,  Samuel 
French,  Jacob  Paine,  L^vi  T>udden,  Samuel  Bapley.  Edward 
Curtis,  James  Bangs,  Wiliiam  Wales,  Isaac  Phinney,  and 
Benjamia  Uadiock. 
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The  kite  Ira  N.  Fairfield,  who  died  December  2,  1850, 
in  the  86th  year  of  his  age,  was  the  tirst  male  child  horn 
in  Williamsburg,  lie  was  a  son  of  Capt.  Samuel  Fair- 
field, who  kept  a  tavern  in  the  Western  part  of  the  pres- 
ent village  of  Hajdenville.  Ensign  Josiah  Dwight  kept 
aoother  public  house  about  three  miles  west  of  him,  on  the 
road  to  Albany,  an  1  1  etwcen  those  points,  embracing  the 
present  site  of  Williamsburg  village,  was  a  stretch  of 
dark,  dismal,  swampy  ground,  known  as  ^The  Cellars." 

Though  poor  in  worldly  goods,  the  people  made  early 
provision  for  building  a  meeting  house,  for  the  support  d 
the  gospel,  and  for  the  establishment  of  schools.  During 
the  war  of  the  Bevolution,  they  took  an  active  part  on  the 
side  of  liberty,  in  furnishing  men,  provisions  and  clothing 
for  the  army.  -On  the  15th  of  July,  1776,  it  was  voted 
*^  to  raise  money  to  give  to  the  nine  soldiers  to  encourage 
them  to  join  the  continental  army  in  Canada,  £6  each.** 
June  4,  1777,  Joel  Wrij^ht  was  hired  as  a  soldier  during 
the  war,  for  £3ij  lUs.,  and  Saiiiuel  Dewey,  for  three  years, 
iui  £30.  August  27,  1777,  it  was  voted  to  raise  money 
enough  to  hire  seven  men  to  continue  as  soldici.^  fur  3 
years,  or  during  the  war,  and  £300  was  raised  for  that 

•  purpose.  Aii«rii>t  20,  1778,  it  was  voted  to  raise  money  to 
pay  thrt,e  ^oidl«.'rs,  viz:  £14  per  man,  and  to  raise  £80  for 
anotlier  soldier.  Vute>;  of  this  kind,  are  numerous,  and 
constantly  recurrin*^,  diirinj^  the  ])eriod  of  the  war. 

From  1771  to  1780,  there  appears  to  have  been  an  in- 
crease of  population  from  Martlia's  Vineyard,  Braintree,* 
^Northampton,  Iladley,  Sunderland  aqd,  perhaps,  other 
places.    The  last  district  meeting  was  held  December  11, 

•  1775,  and  the  first  town  meeting,  February  12,  1770.  In 
1780,  the  number  of  polls  had  risen  to  131;  in  1793,  to 
245 ;  but  in  1800  it  had  fallen  to  228,  in  consequence  of 
emigration  to  the  West.  In  1830,  the  polls  had  risen  to 
271.  The  valuation  in  these  years  was  as  follows:  la 
1780,  £2,304  78. ;  in  1793,  £29,174  3s. ;  in  1800, 8108,013 ; 
in  1830,  $330,013.  Up  to  this  latter  date,  but  liUle  man^* 
ufacturing  had  been  done  in  the  town,  except  in  the  busi- 
ness of  ax-making.  For  several  years  following  1812, 
Messrs.  J.  Hannuro,  S.  Hyde,  and  L.  Hitchcock,  and  otb* 
ers,  made  3^000  axes  per  annum.   The  number  of  polls  la 
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1848  was  m ;  TaluatioD,  t548|258;  polb  in  1808,  446; 
Taluation,  $735,052  32. 

^  The  First  Congregational  Church  in  thelHstrict  of  Wil- 
liamsbui^  was  organized  July  3d,  1771,  and  was  composed 
of  the  foUowing  persons :  Thomas  Nash,  Thomas  Warren, 
John  Nash,  Jonathan  Warner  and  wife,  Amasa  F rost  and 
wife,  Joseph  Gary  and  wife,  Richard  Church  and  wife, 
Jesse  Wild  and  wife,  Elisha  ^Nash  and  wife,  Samuel  Fair- 
field and  wife,  Josiah  Dwight  and  wife,  Joshua  Warner 
ami  V  ife,  and  Hezekiah  Reed — in  all,  22.  Amasa  Frost 
and  Joseph  Cart^y  were  chosen  deacons.  The  first  pastor 
of  this  church  was  Rev.  Amos  liutler,  who  was  ordained 
July  14,  1773.  He  died  October  13,  1777.  A  sandstone 
slab  was  erected  to  his  memory,  which,  in  after  time,  was 
broken — tradition  says — by  a  stroke  of  lightning.  Tiie  in- 
scription had  become  almost  illegibh^,  when  some  friendly 
hand  traced  and  copied  it,  and  procured  a  respectable  mar- 
ble stone  to  stand  in  the  place  of  the  old  one.  The  inscrip- 
tion is  as  follows : 

>  ^^This  monument  is  saqred  to  the  memory  of  the  Revd« 
Amos  Butler  who  was  bora  at  Hartford:  settled  the  first 

gospel  minister  in  this  town  ;  sustained  the  ministerial  char- 
acter with  uncommon  diirnity  and  nsefuhtess  four  years,  and 
rented  from  his  labors  Orttiber  13.  1777,  in  the  HOth  year  of 
his  age.  If  they  hear  not  Moses  and  the  prophets,  neither 
will  they  hear  if  one  rose  from  the  dead." 

Rev.  Joseph  Strong,  a  graduate  of  Yale  College  in 
1749,  was  settled  in  Mr.  Butler's   place  December  26, 
•178 ly  and  died  January  Ist^  1803*  His  epitaph  reads  thus: 

''To  the  memory. of  Rev  Joseph  Strong  who  died  Jan.  1, 
1803,  in  the  76th  year  of  his  age  and  the  52d  of  his  ministry. 
Natarally  possessed  of  great  seJf  command,  a  correct  j  udgment  • 
and  a  penetrating  mind;  he  was  eminently  qualified  for  ruling 

a  church,  and  silencing  opposers.  By  a  faithful  examination 
of  the  Scriptures,  he  acquired  a  thorough  knowledi^e  of  their 
truths,  and  in  his  discourses  taught  them  with  perspicuity  and 
force.  His  ministry,  by  a  divine  blessing,  was  crowned  y?ith 
remaricable  success." 

Rev.  Henry  Lord,  a  graduate  of  Yale  College  in  1801? 
was  ordained  June  20,  1804,  and  labored  at  Williamsburg 
for  30  years,  or  until  his  death,  which  occurred  November 
22, 1834.  Mr  Lord  was  a  faithful  minister,  and  lived  the 
sermons  to  which  he  gaye  utterance.   His  oldest  son,  Bev. 
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Chester  Lord,  died  November  8,  1834.  His  first 
wa.^  liis  last.  Kev  Charles  Lord,  the  only  other  son  and 
child  of  Mr  Lord,  is  now  a  pastor  in  Madison.  Wisconsin, 
liev  William  Lusk  of  Chenango,  N.  Y.,  a  graduate  of  Union 
College  in  1822,  succeeded  Mr  Lord,  and  was  installed 
January  20,  1836.  He  was  dismissed,  February  7,  1840, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Rev  David  E.  Goodwin,  (from  the 
East  Windsor  Seminary,)  January  13,  1841.  He  died 
May  2,  1842,  at  the  early  age  of  31,  and  was  much  la- 
mented. Rev  M.  G.  Wheeler  was  installed  in  his  place 
October  18,  1842,  and  dismissed  March  1,1846;  and  he,  in 
turn,  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  JSamucl  C.  Wilcox,  Februarys 
10,  1847,  who  was  dismissed  November  14,  1849.  Rev. 
Edward  W.  Boot  was  ordained  October  23,  1850,  and 
remains  the  pastor.  The  Sunday  School  attached  to  this 
church  has  147  scholars,  625  books  in  library,  and  takes 
43  copies  of  the  Well  Spring  and  25  of  the  Child's  Paper. 
Seth  Dwight,  son  of  Josiah  Dwight,  one  of  the  original 
members  of  the  church,  married  a  daughter  of  Rev.  Joseph 
Strong,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  Rev.  H«  G*  O.  Dwight^, 
miadonarj  to  Oonstantinople. 

A  llethodist  Episcopal  Chnrch  was  organized  and  a 
meeting  house  built,  in  1882,  at  which  time  the  place  be- 
came a  regular  station*  Previous  to  this,  it  was  a  part  of 
the  Hampshire  Circuit,  and  received  tiie  ministnitioBs^ 
among. others,  of  Bev.  Ephraim  Seott  and  Bev.  J*  D. 
Bridge.  In  1888,  Bev.  Dii  Leslie  occupied  the  station; 
1884  and  1885,  Rev.  E.  M.  Beebe ;  1836  and  1887,  Rev. . 
-William  Smith  ;  1838  and  1839,  Rev.  George  May;  1840, 
Rev.  J.  A.  Merrill ;  1841,  Rev.  Benjamin  McLouth  ;  1842 
and  184o,  Kuv.  Moseley  Dwight;  1844  and  1845,  Rev.  F. 
P.  Tracy;  184(;,  Rev.  John  11.  Twombly  ;  1847, 1848  and 
1849,  Rev.  E.  S.  Potter;  1850,  Rev.  Wm.  Butler;  1851 
and  1852,  Rev.  H.  M.  Nichols;  1853,  Rev.  II.  M.  Bridge. 
The  number  of  scliolars  in  the  Sabbath  School  is  100,  vol- 
umes in  library,  375,  Sunday  School  papers  taken,  41. 

In  Haydenville,  a  manufacturing  village  of  Williams- 
burg, a  Congregational  Society,  numbennjT  GO  members, 
was  organized  Marcli  19,  1849.  Their  chnrch  edifice  was 
subsequently  built,  at  an  expense  of  about  JloJHJO,  of 
which  3Ir.  Joel  flayden,  a  wealthy  and  generous  member, 
paid  about  $9,000.   The  church  was  organised  stiU  later. 
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Ber.  Edward  Sweet,  tlici  finst  pastor,  was  ordaiued  in 
March,  1851,  and  dismissed  Marcli  7,  1854.  lie  waa  suc- 
ceeded on  the  following  14th  of  June,  by  Eev.  £•  W. 

(.^uitc  an  oxtensire  manufacturing  business  is  carried  on 
in  iiliajii<l»urg.  Henry  Wells  manufactun  s  !>»  nch  and 
niouldin(>:  plaints  to  the  number  of  53,040  ptjr  annum,  val- 
ued at  *f 24,000. — Downing  W.  Graves  manufiictures  an- 
nually liie  value  of  $37,000  in  buckles,  ciist  iron  and  tin 
faced  buttons,  moulds,  tV-c.  A  paper  box  manufactory  car- 
ried on  in  connection  with  this  establishment  produces  from 
^000  to  10,000  boxes  per  Aveek.— WiUisson  aod  Wm.  E. 
Thayer  make  screw  drivers,  chisels  and  other  varieties  of 
hardware,  of  the  annual  value  of  $10,000,  and  of  diifereai 
inarieties  of  cabinet  furniture,  $5,000  worth. — A.  £.  Ljaiaii 
nmufaetnres  far  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  iron-toeth 
garden  rakes  and  children's  rakes,  hoes  and  spades,  to  the 
amoQut  of  hwn  $8,000  to  $10,000.~Hitchoock  &  Sean 
maiiafaetore  east  steel  sooket-chisels  of  the  annual  taUm 
of -$2,50^. — ^Leiri  M.  Graves  and  George  E.  Lamb^  lui<- 
oere  and  enrrierB,  turn  out  aimiially  $10,000  mrth  of 
leaUter^W.  S.  Pierce  &  Co.  mamhctam  75,000  yardi 
of  satinet,  and  Nathaniel  Sem,  10,000  yards  of  flannri 
annttally. — V.  Abell  wcfks  up  3,000  lbs.  of  woolaBniially, 
inio  stocking  yam  and  firocldng&^^^*  G.  Spehnan  maiwi 
flustures  800  to  1,000  gross  of  wooden  buttons  and  nKwlds 
per  day. — In  the  villi^  of  HaydeoTille,  John  A*  Bust, 
,  {late  Koot  &  Kingsley)  carries  on  a  furnace,  at  whidi  he 
turns  out  yearly  SI 2,000  worth  of  castings. — Hayden 
(Joel)  and  Sanders  run  a  mill,  with  4,000  spindles,  in  the 
niaimfacture  of  cotton  sheetings,  of  which  they  turnout 
annually  the  value  of  880,000.  They  also  manufacture 
brass  goods  to  the  value  of  $50,000  per  annum. — The  man- 
ufacture of  gold  pens  was  commenced  at  this  point  in  the 
autumn  of  184G,  by  J.  <fe  J.  Hayden.  Dawson,  Warren  & 
Hyde  purchased  tlie  inlerest  ot  the  Messrs.  liayden  in 
1849,  and  have  since  gradually  extended  their  business. 
Thi  ir  pens,  by  their  many  excellent  qualities,  find  a  rciady 
mai  k<jl  tbron;rhout  the  United  States,  imd  their  concern  is 
doubtless  the  largest  maouiactory  of  gold  pens  in  the 
Union. 

The  town,  county  and  state  tases     Williamsburg  for 
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1858  were  f  3,685  31,  (for  erdimuy  expenfiei)  aad  81,000 
was  raised  for  sehools.  The  number  of  school  districts  in 
the  town  is  9,  scholars  337  ;  miles  of  roads  40,  which  have 

cost  the  town,  including  bridges,  81,000  per  mile;  and 
Which  now  cost  the  town  Sl,000ayear  for  repairs.  There 
are  24  bridges  over  Mill  river  and  its  branches.  The 
number  of  squai'e  miles  in  the  town  is  26.  The  population 
in  1S40  was  1,289;  in  1600,  1,6^4;  increase  in  ten  jears, 
246. 

WORTHINGTON. 

Of  the  ten  townships  sold  at  auction  in  l^oslon  on  the 
2d  of  June,  17 02,  the  present  town  of 'Worlhiiigton  occu- 
pies the  territory  of  No.  3,  The  township  was  sold  to 
-Aaron  Wiilard  for  £1,800.  Subsequently,  but  at  what 
date  it  does  not  appear,  the  township  passed  into  the  pos- 
session of  Col.  John  Worthington  of  Springfieldf  and 
Major  Barnard  of  Deerfield.  The  settlement  was  com- 
BUBOced  in  17  64,  and  progressed  much  more  rapidly  thaft 
in  the  nugority  of  the  towns  in  its  vicinit7,--Hao  rapidlyi  m 
fact,  that,  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  centory, 
ike  town  contained  more  inhabitants  than  it  does  at  the 
present  time.  The  names  of  those  who  are  denominated 
the  first  settlers  are  numerous,  but  they  were  piobablj 
several  years  in  accumulating.  They  are  as  follow :  Nalhan 
Leonard,  Samuel  Glapp,  Nathaniel  Daniels,  Nahum  Eager, 
Dr.  Moses  Morse,  John  Kinne,  Ebeneser  LeoDard,  Thomaa 
Clemmons,  Benjamin  Bigelo  w,  Thomas  Einne,  Jahn  Watts, 
Ephraim  Wheeler,  Mr.  Gollamore,  Alexander  Miller^ 
Joseph  Marsh,  Amos  Frink,  Abner  Dwelly,  Jeraniah 
Kinne,  Stephen  and  Davis  Converse,  Phinehas  Herrick,  " 
Joseph  Pettengill,  Joshua  Phillips,  Gershom  Randall, 
Baniel  Gates,  Asa  Cottrell,  Asa  Burton,  Zephaniali  Hatch, 
Nathan  Branch,  John  Buck,  Timothy  Meech,  Samuel 
Crosby,  Daniel  Morse,  Daniel  Morse,  Jr.,  John  ^SkiiV,  Jauiea 
Benjamin,  Beriah  Curtis,  Jonathan  Prentice,  Samuel 
AJorse,  James  Wy bourn,  Israel  Hoton,  Col.  Ebenezer 
Webbui,  Samuel,  Robert  and  Amos  Day,  Joseph  and 
Isaac  Follett,  Stephen  Fitch,  Ezra  Cleaveland,  Samuel 
Buck,  Edmund  Pettengill,  James  and  John  Kelley,  Isaac 
Herrick,  Joseph  Prentice,  John  Patridge,  Seth  Sylvester,, 
Amos  Leonard,  Elyah-.-GftcOoer,.  Joseph.  !C[ewj^y,Jt^ke 
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Boney,  Daniel  Bronson,  Asa  Spaulding,  Hezekiah  Mahea- 
ren,  John  Howard,  Thomas  Hall,  Joseph  (iardner,  Miner 
Oliver,  Constant  Webster,  Joseph  Geer,  Samuel  Tower, 
Kathaniel  Collins,  Reuben  Adams,  John  Drury,  Mattlicw 
Fenton,  James  Bemis,  Mo%h  Buck,  Thomas  l>uek,  Samuel 
Pettc  n^jill,  Noah  Mui  se,  Nehemiah  Proa<rIity,  Seth  Porter, 
Stephen  Howard,  Mr.  Hickey,  Elihn  Tiiiki  r,  Wm.  Burr, 
Jonas  Bellows,  Jonathan  Eames,  ^Ir.  \\  ilkius,  Mr.  Rice, 
Mr.  Ford,  Samuel  Wilcox,  Ruf'us  Stone,  Mf^es  Ashley, 
Joseph  French,  Samuel  Converse,  Thomas  Butler,  Simeon 
Lee,  Samuel  Taylor,  Samuel  Clay,  Nathan  Morgan,  Lewis  # 
Church,  John  Ross,  James  Tomson,  Lewis  Forteri  Moaes 
Porter,  Joseph  Lee,  Aleauuider  Chillson. 

The  settlement  was  so  rapid  that,  in  1768,  the  town  waa 
incorporated  with  the  name  of  Worthingtoo,  in  honor  of 
Col.  Worthington,  one  of  its  proprietors,  whose  liberality 
to  the  settlers  in  building  for  them  a  church  and  a  grist 
mill,  at  his  own  expense,  and  in  assigning  generous  lots  fiir 
ministerial  and  school  purposes,  well  earned  the  distinction. 
At  the  time  of  the  incorpqration  of  the  town,  the  limits  of 
its  territory,  as  defined  in  the  bill,  extended  to  the  Par* 
tridgefield  line  on  the  West,  and  to  the  North  Branch  d 
ihe  Westfield  river  on  the  East,  while  the  Northern  and 
Southern  lines  were  nearly  as  they  exist  at  the  present  day. 
In  pursuance  of  a  warrant  issued  by  Israel  Williams, 
Esq.,  July  11,  1768,  the  first  town  meeting  was  held  on 
the  first  day  of  August,  Capt.  Nathan  Leonard,  moderator. 
Nathan  Eager  was  chosen  town  clerk,  Capt.  Nathaniel 
Daniels,  Capt.  Nathan  Leonard  and  John  Kinne,  select- 
men ;  Benjamin  Bigelow  and  Thomas  Kiime,  wardens ; 
Thomas  Clemuiuiis,  constable  and  leather  sealer ;  Samuel 
Clapp  and  Dr.  Moses  IMorse,  surveyors  of  highways ; 
Nahnm  Eager  and  Ephraim  Wheeler,  fence  viewers;  John 
Watts,  tythni^jnian.  At  a  subsequent  meeting,  Amos  Frink 
and  Ebenezer  AW  bber  were  chosen  deer-reeves.  The  fol- 
lowing, in  relation  to  the  first  roads  laid  out,  is  Irom  James 
C*  Rice's  history  of  Worthington : 

Among  the  fif»t  of  the  roads  that  were  surveyed  by  the 
(own  was  one  which,  in  the  fertile  imaginatioDs  of  the  select- 
men, wa9  called  *  the  direct  road  through  Worthington  to  Bos- 
ton anil  Albany.'  This  road  was  laid  out,  so  as  to  connect 
lii^  «Im  ChAiteifiaid  load,  at  tha  'gals^'  and,  wanasie  Wes% 
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to  lead  by  th«  farms  now  owned  hj  Mr.  HarHogtoa  and  Mr» 
DrurjT*  till  it  reaohed  the  *  Buffington  place,'  wbere  stood,  at 
that  time,  the  ian  of  Alexander  Miller.   From  this  place  it 

was  laid  out  dlrectlv  North,  till  it  passed  the  house  of  Mr. 
Tiison  Bartlett,  and  then  it  was  ^ntinued  North  and  West, 
passini^  throu^rh  a  part  of  Peru  and  Windsor,  till  it  intersected 
a  road  which  led  more  ilirnrtl}*  to  Plltsfield.  Snb^equpntly 
thi^  rond  was  rlianLffHl,  so  as  to  leail  directly  to  the  inn  of  Capt. 
Kaihamel  Danieis  from  *  The  Corners.'  This  change  was 
made  by  the  town,  so  as  to  prevent  any  travel  by  the  house 
of  Alexander  Miller,  who  favored  the  cause  of  Great  Britain, 
and  to  secure  the  same  to  Capt  Nathaniel  Daniels,  who  was 
a  zealous  patriot.  In  after  ^ears,  'to  make  th^.  road  m*»re 
Hraight  and  direct  J  the  town  latd  it  out  over  what  is  now  call- 
ed Snake  Hill.  The  recond  road  of  importance  which  the 
to^n  surveyed  led  from  CammingtOQ  to  Chester.  This  road 
eitended  through  Cole-street,  and  passed  the  inn  of  Cap^ua 
Daniels  and  tho  Butlini^ton  place,  lill  it  intersected  a  road 
near  where  Air  Aiden  Curtis  now  lives  ;  and  from  there  cross- 
ed directly  to  Midille  river,  where  it  cotitinued  on  the  banks 
of  that  stream  till  it  reached  Chester.  During  these  two  years, 
the  town  laid  out  and  surveyed  twelve  cross-roads,  all  or 
which,  except  two,  have  become  obsolete,  as  it  re^artls  travel. 
On  the  17th  of  April,  1770,  the  town  voted  to  latse  ^£46  for 
repairing  the  highways,  and  to  pay  for  men's  labor  en  Ike 
lead,  33.  per  day,  for  thafof  a  yoke  of  oieni  ls»  and  6d^  for 
nee  of  a  plow,  8d.'  Previous  to  the  year  1768,  there  was 
scarcely  a  road  in  town ;  all  journeys,  at  that  time,  were  per- 
formed over  trails,  or  paths  marked  by  cut  or  girdled  trees.'' 

In  Revolutionary  times,  Worthington,  like  most  other 
towns,  undertook  to  prescribe  the  prices  of  labor,  provisions 
and  >tapli -goods.  On  the  28th  of  June,  1774,  a  town 
meeting  was  held,  in  view  of  tlio  threateninfr  aspect  of 
politicnl  aftairs,  when  Capt.  Klu  nc/cr  Leonard,  Nathan 
1 '  onard,  Nahum  Eajjer,  Na(li:inii  I  1  ids.  Thomas  Kinne 
and  Moses  Morse,  were  elK>-i  ii  -a  < onunittee  of  correspon- 
dence. Throiipjh  this  committe(\  tlie  committee  of  safety 
in  Uoston  was  promised  the  earnest  co-operation  of  the 
town.  Soon  afterwards,  all  the  soldiers  in  the  town  were 
ordered  to  meet  for  the  parpoeeof  choosing  military  officers. 
The  action  of  the  town  upon  revolutionary  matters  has  no 
record,  for  the  three  years  succeeding  1774,  but  other 
sourcoB  show  that  Worthington  and  Ashfield  turned  oat 
the  large  number  of  71  minute  men,  who  marched  to  Cam« 
biidge  apOB  the  Lexinitoii  .alami)  undsr  Capt  £bMieMr 
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yMiber  of  W^Mtagkm,  hImm  Umilemato  want  Sand 
Allen  and  Samuel  Bartlett,  both  of  Aahfiald.  From  thk 
time,  throughout  the  war,  Worthington  waa  aotiially  drakied 

of  its  resources,  in  men  and  means,  for  the  support  of  the 
Revolutionary  cause.  In  1780,  a  requivsition  made  upon 
the  tuvva  for  horses,  found  the  people  without  the  required 
number,  and  even  then  they  voted  to  give  the  security  of 
the  town  ibr  the  price  of  the  horses,  if  they  could  be  I'ound 
elsewhere.  Between  1779  and  1782,  such  was  the  num- 
ber of  men  in  the  army  that  not  more  tlian  ten  or  twelve 
men,  out  of  more  than  seventy  families  livinpr  in  the  town, 
attended  tiie  church  on  the  Sabbath.  The  following  names 
of  those  who  served  in  the  war  have  been  preserved,  but 
these  evidently  cover  but  a  part  of  the  number  ?  Samuel 
Dewey,  Barnabas  Clapp,  Lemuel  Clapp,  Isjuic  C  iapp, 
Stephen  Clapp,  Gershom  Randall,  Samuel  Builington, 
Nadianiel  Daniels,  Jr.,  John  Daniels,  Samuel  Danieb,  Dan 
Daniels,  Jeremiah  KiDne,  Samuel  Cole,  Daniel  Goodman, 
Gershom  Brown,  John  Harvard,  David  Woods,  Samuel 
FoUett,  Jonas  Leonard,  Asa  Cottrell,  Nicholas  Cottrell, 
Samuel  Pettengill,  Elisha  Brewster,  Bichard  Briggs,  Israel 
Bonv  Roger  Benjamin,  Asa  Jackson,  Sjlvanus  Par8Qil6» 
Moses  Buck,  Samuel  Kingnum,  Alexander  KingmaDy 
BiphrahD  Parish,  Timothy  Meeoh,  Asa  Beajamin,  John 
Stone,  Nahnm  Eager,  Lott  Drake,  JonathaQ  Bing,  Bnkm 
Marsh,  Joseph  Mim^  Jr.,  Joshua  Morse. 

C6L  Worthington,  (probably  assoeialed  wiUi  the  other 
original  proprietor  or  proprietors,)  erected  a  church  la 
1764,  near  the  site  at  the  house  of  the  late  John  Watts. 
The  house  was  not  fully  finished ;  in  ftct,  it  was  but  ft 
rough  affair,  with  such  poor  accommodations  that  the  old 
people  took  chairs  with  them  to  church,  to  give  them  ioler- 
ahle  ease  in  sitting  out  the  service.  In  1780,  the  house 
was  remodeled,  hy  placinji^  in  it  a  regularly  constructed  pul- 
pit, two  deacons'  seats,  four  seats  on  each  side  of  the  broad 
aisle,  and  by  laying  the  gallery  floor  and  stairs.  In  JNIay, 
1791,  it  was  voted  to  ha\e  the  house  taken  down,  moved, 
erected,  and  every  way  finished.  This  was  dune,  and  in 
1825,  after  a  long  controversy,  the  church  now  worshiped 
in  by  the  original  society  w^as  erected,  and  took  its  place. 
The  first  school  house,  built  of  Ions,  was  erected  in  1773, 
near  the  ^e  of  tha^poeseut  dwelling  house  oi  John  Adam&» 
26* 


Digitized  by  Google 


n«  peopk  of  Wottkingtooi  mem  to  hm  aietod  tiitk  IBw^ 
«Uqr9  io  r^ioa  lo  achoolh  from  the  first  In  1771,  iIm 
town  voted  to  ndee  £10,  in  eOrer  aoDey,  for  the  eapport 
of  schools.  This  Bum  was  gndually  iocreated,  from  jeax 
to  year,  until,  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  centu* 
ry.  it  had  reached  £60  a  yeai*. 

For  the  first  seven  years  after  the  settlement  of  the 
town,  the  people  depended  on  temporary  supplies  for 
preaching.  No  church  ^vu-  organized  until  April  1,  1771, 
when  the  i'ullowing  were  cdustituted  the  first  church  in  the 
town  :  Tliomas  Kinne,  Kbenezer  Leonard,  Nathaniel  Dan- 
iels, Thoiyas  Clemmons,  Epiiraiui  Wheeler,  Jonathan 
lliintinnrton,  Hannah  Kinne,  Lydin  Marsh,  Nathan  Leon- 
ard, Benjamin  liifrelow,  Moses  Soui,  Samuel  Converse, 
Edmund  Pettengill,  Pi  i-(  ilia  B(  iijamin,  Anna  Williams, 
Grace  Buck,  Sarah  Pettengill,  bibyl  Colton,  Meribah 

Converse,  Sarah  Huntington,  Bigelow,  Eunice  Morse, 

Joeeph  Blarsh,  Israel  Helton,  David  Jewett,  James  Bemis, 
Elizabeth  Bemis,  Eleanor  Soul,  Dorothy  Daniels  and 
Abigail  Mahenren.  The  first  pastor  of  this  church  was 
Rev.  Jonathan  Huntiogloo,  who  was  ordained  June  26, 
1771.  He  was  a  native  of  Windham,  Ct.,  and  was  pro- 
bably a  graduate  of  the  college  of  New  Jersey  in  1759. 
He  died  on  the  11th  of  Man^  1781,  aged  48.  After 
death,  the  church  remained  for  sevend  jeare  wkhonl  a 
pastor.  The  second  pastor  was  Bev.  Josiali  Spalding  of 
PUunMd,  Ct,  a  graduate  of  Tale  College,  in  1778.  He 
was  installed  Aug.  21, 1788,  and  remained  pastor  onlj  matil 
1794  He  was  suceeeded  bj  Rer.  Jona^wn  8.  Pomeroy 
of  Fairfield,  Ct,  who  was  settled  Nov.  20,  1794,  and 
remained  the  pastor  until  1832,  a  peiiod  of  38  years.  He 
died  at  Feeding  Hills,  June  4,  1836.  During?  his  ministry, 
the  church  was  visited  with  marked  revivals  in  1808,  18 ID 
and  1827.  Kev.  Henry  Adanis  of  Worthington,  a  grad- 
uate of  Amherst  College  in  1828,  was  settled  Dec.  25, 
1833,  and  was  dismissed  in  1838,  on  accuiint  of  ill  health. 
Rev.  John  II.  iiisbee,  the  present  piistor  of  the  church, 
was  settled  in  December,  1838.  About  :>0i)  have  been 
connected  with  the  church  since  its  or^^tini/ation,  and  226 
remained  i.n  tlie  1st  of  July,  IHbS.  The  ibilowing  individ- 
uals have  been  deacons  of  the  church  :  Joseph  Marsh, 
Joshua  Phillips,  lioius  Maroh^  J^heBasoc  Niles,.  Chades 
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Starkweather,  Daniel  Pierce.  Normand  Allen,  Nathan 
Leonard,  Jonathan  Brewster,  Ezra  Leonard,  Asahel  Pren- 
tice, Azariah  Parsons,  Asa  Marble,  L^iauu  \\  kite,  and 
Schuyler  K.  Wilbur. 

In  1828,  a  Methudist  Episcopal  Church  was  formed  in 
the  South-easiern  part  of  the  town,  and  a  congregation 
gathered  from  WorthinLMon,  Chesterlield,  JS'urwich  and 
Chester.  A  meeting  lioux^  was  erected,  and,  for  several 
years,  tiie  church  was  supplied  witli  pr(  aehers  Ironi  the 
conference.  The  church  at  last  changed  its  organization 
and  connection,  and  is  now  Wesiejan,  and  manages  its 
own  atlairs.  Recently,  the  sodety  has  erected  a  new  and 
snore  oommodious  house  of  wocship^  and  has  been  much 
prapered. 

In  1848,  a  Methodist  Jipisoofpid  Chareh  was  formed  m 
the  Northwestern  part  of  the  town^  and  soon  afterwards  a 
liouse  was  creeled  for  its  aeeonmo^ition«  It  is  eonneeled 
with  the  Troy  eonfeience^  and  the  eengregatioQ  eoom 
mostlj  from  Worthington  and  Peru. 

Among  the  noteworthy  men  who  have  resided  in  tte 
town  were  Dr«  Moses  Morse^  Hon«  Em  Starkweather, 
Jonathan  Brewster,  Jr«,  Azariah  Parsons  and  WilBam 
Ward.  Dr.  Morse  was  an  Englishman,  and  was  edoeatod 
at  Cambridge  in  England.  He  was  a  flagrant  tory  in  the 
Revolution,  and  was  for  that  reason  recalled  from  the  Gen* 
eral  Court,  and  censured  by  the  town,  on  the  14th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1777.  He  was  a  strong-miiiUed,  " crossed-graiiu  J*' 
man,  and  though  repulsive  to  many,  was  often  iionored 
with  offices  ot  importance.  Dr.  Starkweather  was  a  man 
of  decided  intellectual  eminence,  who  removed  from  Pres- 
ton, Ct.,  to  Worthington,  in  1785.  He  represented  tiie 
town  in  the  Legislature  during  six  years,  was  a  member 
of  the  Senate  from  1803  to  1813,  inclusive,  and  also  in 
1815-1  ()  and  1817.  He  w^as  also  a  memijer  of  the  Con- 
stitutionxd  Convention  of  1820.  He  was  a  man  of  the 
highest  and  best  influence  in  all  town  affairs,  and  died 
July  27,  1834.  Mr.  Brewster  and  Mr.  Parsons  were 
men  who  served  the  town  in  humbler  eapactties,  but  left  a 
most  honorable  memory  for  their  sound  counsels  and  many 
good  deeds.  Mr.  Ward  represented  the  town  in  the  House, 
and  the  county  in  the  Senate,  of  the  State  LegidlaturOi 
and  was  postmaster  under  eleven  mdminifttrations.  He 
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was  elected  representative  in  1851,  and  died  on  the  Mth 
ef  Deoembery  the  same  year,  greatly  honored  and  pro*^ 
foundly  lamented. 

There  are  11  school  districts  in  the  town,  for  the  support 
of  which  S500  was  raised  in  1854,  exclusive  of  town  and 
state  f  inids.  An  academy  was  established  in  1836,  and 
floni  iahed  lor  ahout  ten  years.  Other  schools  have  come 
into  competitiuii  with  it,  and  it  has  at  last  been  torn  down. 
A  select  school,  during  three  months  of  the  year,  is  still 
continued.  Much  is  doing  at  fhe  present  time  in  the 
erection  of  better  school  houses.  District  !No.  1  has 
erecteil  a  doulde  building,  30  by  44  feet,  and  two  stories 
high,  with  a  hne  hall  for  lyceums,  Sec 

Agriculture  is  the  leading  business  of  the  people.  The 
oldest  manufactory  of  importance  is  that  formerly  owned 
and  carried  on  by  E.  and  T.  King,  and  now  by  the  tirm  of 
Fuller,  Weeks  and  Co.,  at  Ringville.  They  make  childr^'s 
wagons,  which  are  sent  into  almost  every  State  in  the  Union. 
The  work  is  all  done  by  machinery.  They  employ  15 
hands,  work  np  annually  80,000  feet  of  beach  and  maple 
timber,  and  turn  out  25,000  wagoni  per  annnnL  I^han 
0.  BIng  manufactures  bench  and  moulding  planes,  produo- 
ing  $5,000  worth  annually.  Messrs.  Stevens,  in  the  East- 
ern part  of  the  town,  are  largely  engaged  in  the  manu- 
ftcture  <^  wooden  ware — mostly  sieve-hoops.  Horace 
Cole,  a  man  of  much  enterprise,  has  recently  invested 
320,000  in  the  manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes,  and  already 
employs  fifty  hands.  The  inmates  of  the  House  of  Cor* 
rection,  at  Northampton,  are  also  in  his  employ,  he  having 
contracted  for  their  services  for  five  years.  A  factory  for 
the  pi'osecution  of  the  same  business  has  been  erected  by 
a  joint  stock  company,  of  which  J.  M.  l^urr  is  the  presi- 
dent Cole  and  Parish,  E.  C.  Porter  and  S.  Brewster 
and  Son  are  the  firms  of  three  thriving  mercantile  houses. 

The  total  amount  of  taxation  in  1854  was  i2,575.  The 
population  in  1840  was  1,185;  in  1850,  1,144 ;  decrease 
in  ten  years,  41. 
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ASHFIELD. 

A«"hfiel(l  situated  in  the  South  Western  part  of  thc 
county  of  Franklin,  eighteen  niil(  s  Irom  the  county  seat, 
and  at  an  elevation  of  some  1,200  feet  above  the  waters 
of  the  Connecticut.  It  was  originally  called  Uuntstowiv 
in  boDor  of  Capt  Ephriam  Hunt,  of  Weymouth,  who  was 
sent  out  by  order  of  the  Goreiliment,  in  the  year  1690,  as 
commander  of  a  ebmpany,  selected  from  that  town  and  vi- 
cinity,  to  aid  in  the  reduction  of  Montreal  and  Quebec 
So  confident  were  the  colonies  of  success  in  this  war,  that 
no  express  provision  had  been  made  for  the  payment  of 
the  troops.  But,  after  encountering  numerous  hardships, 
disasters  and  severe  suffering,  they  returned,  failing  in 
their  object,  and  receiving  no  recompense^  except  bills  of 
credit  issued  by  the  colony  of  Massachusetts,  as  a  substi- 
tute for  money,  and  of  little  value  in  their  hands.  After 
a  delay  of  forty-six  years,  those  bills  were  redeemed,  so 
far  as  this  company  was  concerned,  by  granting  them,  their 
heirs  and  legal  represenlatives,  a  tract  of  land  within  the 
limits  of  this  town.  In  tlie  conditions  of  the  grant,  express 
provision  was  made  tor  the  early  settlement  of  the  town, 
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the  erection  of  a  meeting  bouse,  the  settlement  of  a  learned 
and  orthodox  ministeri  and  for  common  schools.  By  a 
committee  of  the  General  Court,  sixty-three  lots,  cidled 
Rights/'  containing  from  fifty  to  sixty-three  acres  each^ 
according  to  the  quality  of  the  land,  were  set  off,  and  num- 
bered, to  be  disposed  of  as  follows :  One  right  to  be  given 
to  the  first  settled  minister,  one  for  the  use  of  the  ministry, 
one  for  the  use  of  coimiioii  schools,  and  the  remaining?  sixty 
rightis  to  be  divided  by  lot  among  the  oliicers  and  privates 
of  the  company. 

The  grantees,  or  proprietors,  orfranized  at  Weymouth, 
March  18th,  1738,  and  July  24tli,  17:V.),  met  a^:^ain  at  the 
same  phiee,  and  drew  lots  lor  their  respective  rigiits ;  and 
again  May  28th,  1741,  when  they  pn^sed  a  resolve,  that  a 
bounty  ol"  £5  should  be  paid  to  eac  h  ci'  the  first  ten  of 
their  number  who  shouhl  tnke  aetual  [wssession  of  his 
right,  build  a  house,  and  bring  under  cultivation  six  acres 
of  land.  But  it  does  not  appear  that  any  of  the  original 
proprietors  bad  the  hardihood  to  settle  in  what  was  then  a 
bowling  wilderness,  and  their  rights  were  sold,  from  time 
to  time,  as  opportunity  offered,  and  in  many  cases  for  only 
a  little  more  than  was  sufficient  to  pay  the  taxes  that  bald 
accumulated  upon  them. 

The  first  settler  was  Richard  Ellis,  a  native  of  Dublin, 
Ireland,  wha  planted  himself  about  1745.  He  felled  the 
first' tree,  and  built  for  himself  and  family  a  log  house,  in 
the  North  £astem  portion  of  the  town.  He  was  soon  fol* 
lowed  by  Thomas  Phillips,  from  Easton,  whose  sister  Ellis 
had  married.  He  built  a  log  house  about  one-half  mile . 
North  of  Mr.  Ellis.  A  third  family  soon  joined  them, — 
that  of  I\Ir.  Chileab  Smith,  from  South  Hadley.  Other 
laiiiilies  joined  them  from  different  portions  of  the  eountrj-, 
from  time  to  time,  so  that,  l)y  the  year  1704,  after  the 
lapse  of  nine  years,  they  numbered  from  ten  to  lifteen  fam- 
ilies, and  nearly  one  hundred  souls.  They  had  labored 
and  toiled,  as  none  but  the  pioneei*s  of  the  ibrest  know  how 
to  labor  and  toil,  to  obtain  a  comfortable  npport  for  tlieir 
families,  up  to  this  year,  whieli  was  memorable  for  the 
breaking  out  of  fresh  hostilities  between  the  Freneh  and 
English;  and  savages  were  again  let  loose  upon  the  de- 
fenseless inhabitants.  In  the  month  of  June,  of  the  next 
year,  a  party  of  men,  at  work  near  Bice's  fort  in  the  upper 
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part  of  Charlemont,  were  attacked  bj  a  body  of  Indiiuifly 
and  two  of  their  number  killed^  aod  two  taken  prisonenu 
Ab  soon  as  the  news  of  this  massacre  reached  the  settlers^ 
tfaej  M-stily  collected  such  things  as  they  could  transport 
on  horseback,  abandoned  their  ^mses  and  huds,  and  fled» 
with  their  familieSy  to  the  older  settlements  on  the  Connec- 
ticut. After  the  lapse  of  about  three  years^  they  returned, 
and  built  a  fort  around  the  house  of  Mr.  Smith,  for  the 
common  defense.  The  fort  was  nine  rods  square,  and 
built  of' logs,  of  sufficient  size  to  be  bullet  proof,  set  three 
feet  in  the  ground  and  rising  twelve  feet  out.  This  fort 
had  but  one  gate,  openin*?  to  the  South.  Into  this  fort 
tliey  retired  at  night,  and  harrieaded  it  to  be  safe  from  the 
enemy.  Upon  its  roof  was  constructed,  of  logs,  a  tower, 
of  sufficient  size  to  hold  six  men  with  arms.  They  re- 
mained in  this  condition  about  one  year,  laboring]:  by  day, 
and  keeping  watch  by  ni«2^hr,  when  they  suii<  i(« d  aixl  ob- 
tained, from  the  authorit!«'>  nf  the  colony,  a  company  of 
nine  soldiers,  under  cm unmund  of  Sergeant  Allen,  who  was 
under  tlie  general  command  of  Col.  I>i  a(  1  Williams.  This 
company  continued  with  them,  protecting  them  by  day 
while  at  their  labors,  and  watching  over  them  by  night,  for 
nearly  two  years,  until  the  close  of  the  war.  The  Indians 
were  never  seen  in  the  vicinity  of  their  fort  but  once,  and 
then,  finding  them  so  well  guarded  they  did  not  molest 
them. 

They  eontsnued  increasing  gradually,  in  population  and 
prosperity,  until  June  11,  1765,  when  the  town  was  incor- 
porated with  the  name  of  Ashfield.  The  warrant,  to  call 
the  first  meeting,  under  &e  act  of  incorporation,  was  issued 
by  Thimias  WUHams,  Esq.,  of  Deerfield,  and  directed  to 
Samuel  Belding,  clerk  of  the  town.  The  first  town  offi- 
cers under  this  act  were,  Benjamin  Phillips,  town  clerk ; 
David  Alden,  treasurer;  Chileab  Smith,  Moses  Ftiller  and 
Thomas  Phillips,  selectmen.  The  first  representative  cho- 
sen was  Capt.  Elisha  Cranston,  in  1775,  to  represent  the 
town  in  the  assembly  to  be  convened  at  Wutertown,  Bos- 
ton being  then  in  the  hands  of  the  British. 

They  tooic  an  early  an  active  part  in  the  war  of  the  Rev- 
olution. The  following  ])reanible,  and  resolutions,  drawn 
•up  as  early  as  1774,  and  signed  by  Beigamia  Phillips  and 
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912  ASUFIELD^ 

sixty-ibur  other  citizensy  will  show  something  of  their 
spirit  ;— 

^  We,  the  subscribers,  inhabitants  of  th^  town  of  Ashfield. 
from  a  principle  of  self  prsservation,  the  dictates  of  natural 
eonscienee  and  a  sacred  reigard  to  the  constitution  and  law« 

of  our  country,  which  were  insiiuited  for  the  security  of  our 
lives  and  property,  do  severally,  and  mutually  oovenaaty 
promise  and  engage  with  each  other  and  all  of  us  : 

1st.  That  we  profess  ourselves  subject  to  our  sovereign 
Lord,  the  Kin;2,  and  iiold  ourselves  in  duty  bound  to  yield 
obedience  to  aii  his  good  and  wholesome  laws. 

2d.  That  we  bear  testimony  aj^ainst  all  the  oppressive, 
and  unconstitutional  laws  of  the  Bnlisk  Parliament  whereby 
the  chartered  privileges  of  this  Province  are  struck  at  aim 
cashiered. 

"3d.  That  we  will  not  be  aiding,  nor  in  any  way  assisting 
in  any  trade  with  the  island  of  Great  Britain,  until  she  with- 
draw her  oppressive  hand,  or  until  a  trade  is  come  into  by  the 
several  colonies. 

^*  4th.  That  we  will  join  with  our  neighboring  towns  in  this 
province,  and  sister  colonies  in  America,  in  contending  for  and 
defending  our  rights,  and  privileges,  civil  and  reliijious,  which 
we  have  a  just  right  to,  both  by  nature  and  by  charier. 
•  <'5th.  That  we  will  make  preparation  that  we  may  be 
equipped  with  ammunition,  and  Other  necessaries  at  town  cosl^ 
for  the  above  purposes. 

'■6th.  That  we  will  do  all  we  can  to  suppress  petty  mobs^ 
trifling  and  causeless.^ 

In  August,  1774,  the  town  voted  to  send  an  agent  to  Al- 
bany to  purchase  guns  and  ammunition,  at  tlie  expense  of 
the  town.  Notwithstanding  the  pressing  emb^rrras.snaents 
under  wliich  they  labored  at  this  period,  we  find  them,  at 
one  time,  voting  a  lot  of  coats  to  the  army ;  at  another,  of- 
fering a  bounty  to  sudi  as  might  enlist  from  among  them 
to  serve  in  the  war,  and,  at  another,  voting  a  sum  of  money 
to  purchase  provisions  for  the  famishing  army.  In  1779^ 
the  town  voted  to  pay  the  soldiers  enlisted  firom  among 
them,  £;>r  nine  montiis,  in  addition  to  the  bounty  paid  by . 
the  Qeneral  Courts  forty  shillings  per  month — ^the  value 
of  money  to  be  related  by  com,  at  2s.  6d*  per  bushe^ 
lye  at  ds.  4d«^  and  wheat  at  4s.  6d.  In  1780,  the  town 
voted  to  gi^e^  by  way  of  encouragement,  to  any  who  eho^Ul 
enlist  in  the  army  for  three  years,  twenty  calves  <iaid 
calves  to  be  procured  the  following  May,  and  kept  at  the 
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expense  of  the  town,  until  the  three  yem  had  exfMied. 
1a  1781,  the  town  voted  to  nuse  ninety  silver  doUiu^  to 
pntdiase  the  amount  of  beef  that  fell  to  their  share,  ftr 
the  army.  Such  was  the  spirit  which  animated  the  fiithers 
of  this  town  duringthe  time  ^that  tried  men's  sonls." 

The  war  of  the  Bevolntion  ended,  and  peace  entire  pre- 
vailing, the  people  devoted  themselves  to  the  labors  of  the 
field,  free  from  all  danpjer  of  molestation.  They  cleai'ed 
away  tlie  forest,  cultivated  their  lands,  and  increased  in 
population  and  prosperity.  By  the  enterprise,  persever- 
ance, diligence  and  economy  ot  its  inhabitants,  this  town 
continued  to  hold,  and  still  lK)lds,  a  position  among  the 
most  populous,  wealthy  and  enterprisin<?  towns  situated  on 
the  mountains.  The  greatest  number  oi  inhabitaats  was 
in  1820:  1,748. 

The  ecclesiastical  history  of  the  town  is  coeval  with  ita 
hrst  settlement.  The  first  church  (Congregational)  was 
organized  with  Meen  members,  Feb.  22, 1763.  The  fint 
meeting  house  was  raised  in  1766.  The  second  and  pte^ 
ent  house  of  worship  of  the  Congregational  society  was 
built  in  1812*  An  incident  connected  witli  this  house 
seems  worthy  of  notice.  CoL  John  Junes  of  Buckland 
had  contracted  to  build  the  house  for  a  stipulated  sum. 
When  he  had  nearly  completed  it,  he  went  out  TCiy  early 
ime  momiiig  in  June,  back  of  the  house,  and  committed 
suicide,  by  opening  the  jugular  veins  with  a  efaiseL  The 
&ar  of  sustaining  heavy  loss,  and,  perhaps,  some  degree 
of  insanity,  were  supposed  to  be  the  causes  which  led  him 
to  this  melancholy  act.  A  Baptist  church  was  organized  , 
in  the  north  part  of  the  town  in  17G1,  and  a  house  of  wor- 
ship built.  In  1831,  the  society  built  their  present  meet- 
ing house.  In  1820,  an  Episcopal  society  was  formed,  and 
in  182D  a  church,  called  St  John's,  was  erected  on  the 
plain,  the  central  place  of  business.  The  Universalists 
have  a  society  and  a  meetinor  house  about  one  mile  and  a 
half  East  of  the  plain,  on  wiiat  is  called  the  Flat. 

The  Congregational  church  has  had  eight  pastors.  The 
first.  Rev.  Jacob  Sherwin,  was  ordained  Feb.  23d,  1763: 
dismissed  IVIay  17,  1774.  The  second,  Rev.  Nehemiah 
Porter,  was  installed  Dec  21,  1774,  and  died  Feb.  29, 
ld20,  aged  99  years,  11  months  and  7  days.  He  was  able 
to  enter  the  pulpit  in  his  one-hundredth  year,  and  give  the 
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iiddress  to  the  people  at;  the  ordination  of  colleague. 
Bev.  Alvan  Sanderson,  the  third  pastor,  was  installed  as 
colleague  with  Mr.  Porter,  June  22, 1808.  He  died  Jane 
22y  1817.  Haviiig  no  family,  he  bequeathed  his  pfoperij 
nearly  as  ftUows :  to  the  ehuroh  in  Ashfield,  to  purchase 
a  bible,  f  20;  to  the  reli^ns  society  with  which  he  had 
been  connected,  for  the  support  of  a  Pedo-Baptist  Con- 
gregational minister,  $400 ;  to  the  Hampshire  Missionaiy 
society,  $200 ;  to  the  American  Board  of  Commissionera 
for  Foreign  Missions,  1800.  The  remainder,  consisting 
of  Sl,500  or  S2,000,  he  committed  to  the  care  and  man- 
agement of  a  board  oi'  trustees,  for  the  continuance  of  a 
school  which  he  had  commenced  under  favorable  auspices, 
and  it  continued  under  the  direction  of  this  board,  by  the 
name  of  Sanderson  Academy.  The  fourth  pastor  was  Rev. 
Thomas  Shepaixi.  He  was  oixlained  as  colleague  with  Mr. 
Porter,  June  16,  1819,  and  dismissed  May  8,  1833.  Rev. 
Mason  Grosvenor,  tlie  fifth,  was  installed  May  9,  1833,  and 
dismissed  July  IG,  1835.  Rev.  Burr  Baldwin  was  settled 
as  sixth  pastor,  April  20,  1836,  and  dismissed  Sept.,  1838. 
Bev.  Sereno  D.  Clarke  was  the  seventh  pastor,  and  was 
ordained  over  the  church  June  11,  1840,  and  dismissed 
April  22, 1851.  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Gilbert,  the  present  paa- 
tor,  was  installed  Dec  8,  1851. 

The  first  regularly  constituted  church  in  the  town  was 
of  the  Baptist  order.  It  was  organised  iuljf  1761,  with 
nine  members,  and  in  August  following,  Bev.  Ebenezer 
Smith  was  ordained  as  pastor.  In  Maj,  1768,  Nathaniel 
Chapin  and  17  others  sent  a  petition  to  the  General  Court, 
setting  forth  that  they  were  Ana-Baptists,  and  praying  to 
be  exempt  from  taxation  for  the  support  of  the  Congr^i^ 
^onal  ministry.  After  repeated  and  persevering  efforts, 
during  which  they  were  subject  to  many  trials,  the  peti- 
tion was  granted.  Mr.  Smith  was  dismissed  in  1798,  arid 
his  brother,  Rev.  Enos  Smith,  ordained  as  his  successor. 
He  continued  as  pastor  about  forty  years.  Several  have 
succeeded  him,  l)ut  the  j)revalence  of  Perfectionism  umoag 
them  has  reduced  them  to  a  small  and  leeble  state. 

Rev.  Lot  Jones,  lie  v.  William  AVithington,  Rev.  Mr. 
Humphrey,  Rev.  Silas  Blais'lule,  Rev.  Mr.  Pierson,  Rev. 
Mr.  Stone,  Rev.  Mr.  Downing  and  Rev.  Mr.  Cleveiandf 
have  successively  oi&ciated  ia  St*  John's  Churek 
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The  amount  of  money  raised  for  tlie  support  of  schools 
is  iiol  ill  proportion  to  the  avails  of  the  industry  oi'  the 
town.  There  are  fifteen  school  districts,  and  uliotit  4U0  ' 
scholars  between  the  ages  of  live  and  sixteen  years.  Kifrht 
hundred  and  iiliy  dollars  raised  by  tax  for  the  year  iHo*), 
and,  in  addition,  S56  .57  from  ceruiin  ^dm  >1  ]n!id<.  with 
$76  10  from  the  state,  con-titntp  the  amount  exiiended  in 
the  town  for  common  school  ^  <[ii(  ;iti(vn.  A  select  school  is 
usually  maintained  one  quarter  in  tli  ■  year,  in  the  Sandei-- 
gon  Academy,  which,  at  the  present  time,  is  in  rather  a 
dilapidated  condition,  but  efforts  are  now  maturing  to  re» 
pair  it,  and  put  it  in  good  condition  for  school  purposes. 
The  amount  of  property  invested  in  school  houses  is  small, 
in  proportion  to  the  wealth  of  the  town.  The  appraised 
Talue  of  her  school  houses  would  not  exceed  S3,00(). 

Agriculture  is  the  leadin<;^  interest  The  soil  is  of  that 
hard  and  rocky  nature,  which  is  found  generally  on  the 
slopes  and  plains^  and  in  the  valleys  of  the  Hoosac  moun- 
tain,  and  is  better  adapted  to  granog  than  tillage.  The 
farms  in  general  are  well  enUivated,  and  yield  very  good 
rewards.  Wool,  lambs,  neat  stock,  horses,  butter,  cheeae 
and  maple  sugar,  are  the  chief  articles  of  export  Com 
and  oats  are  rarely  raised  beyond  individual  wants.  Fo(a» 
toes,  to  some  extent,  are  ah  article  of  commerce,  and  are 
usually  of  good  quality.  The  want  of  ample  water  power 
has  prevented  capital  of  much  amount  i'vom  ])eing  invested 
in  manufacturing  enterprises.  Saw  mills  are  erected  on 
the  streams,  and  considerable  timber  is  sawed  dui  ing  the 
season  of  high  water,  and  carried  to  other  places  for  sale. 
There  are,  within  the  limits  of  the  town,  fourteen  saw  mills 
worked  by  water  power,  and  one  by  steam  j>ower,  the  lat- 
ter beinj?  in  operation  most  of  the  year.  There  are  sev- 
eral establisiiinciits  for  manufacturing  broom  handles  whieli 
are  in  operation  only  about  one  half  of  the  year.  Tlien*  is 
one  plane  factory,  on  a  moderate  scale,  uml  nna  for  manu- 
facturing yankee  notions  in  general — mincing  knives,  pill 
boxes,  &c.,  owned  by  N.  S.  Gardner.  There  are  also  . 
two  taimeries. 

This  town  is  the  native  place,  and  residence  in  early  life 
of  seventeen  ministers  of  the  orthodox  congregational  or- 
der :  Rev.  Kufas  Bement,  recently  settled  in  Tifi&n  City, 
Ohio,  is  BOW  lecturing  on  Egypt,  where  he  spent  two  years 
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in  traveling ;  Rev.  Wm.  Bement  of  Elmira,  N.  Y. ;  Rev. 
John  Cross  of  Illinois ;  Rev.  Anson  Dyer,  Avho  was  em- 
ployed as  teacher  and  laborer  by  the  ^linei  ican  Board 
among  the  Choctaw  Indians,  from  1820  to  1828,  was  or- 
dained as  an  Evangelist  in  AVe.-^t  Hawley,  April  21,  1831, 
and  was  deposed  from  the  minibti  y  for  "  unministerial  con- 
duct," March  26,  1 834 ;  Rev.  Alvah  Lilly,  in  the  employ 
of  the  Aiuerican  liome  Missionary  Society  in  Wisconsin; 
Rev.  Elijah  Paine,  who  ranked  high  among  bis  acquain- 
tances as  a  scholar,  a  theologian,  a  man  of  sound  judg- 
ment, correct  principles,  fervent  pietj,  and  unimpeachable 
integrity,  died,  as  pastor  of  the  church  in  West  Boylston, 
Nov.  IS,  l'S;i4;  Rev.  elolm  C.  Paine  of  Gardner;  Rev. 
William  P.  Paine  of  Holden ;  Bev.  Melzar  Parker  of 
Wisconsin;  fiey.  Samuel  Parker,  who  made  an  ex- 
ploring tonr  under  the  direction  of  the  American  Board, 
through  Oregon,  in  18d5-^  and  7,  an  account  of  whidi  he 
publidied  in  a  volume  of  871  pages,  nowresides  in  Ithica,  N« 
T. ;  Rev.  Charles  S»  Porter,  recently  callcMl  from  the  Church 
of  the  Pilgrims  in  Plymouth  to  South  Boston;  Bot.  Free- 
man Sears  settled  at  Natick,  Jan  1,  1806^  died  June  80, 
1811 ;  Ber.  Olirer  M.  Sears,  settled  in  Dalton,  Sept.  20, 
1847,  died  Oct,  1853 ;  Rev.  Preserved  Smith,  died  in  War- 
wick, Aug.  15, 1834,  as  pastor  of  a  Unitarian  church ;  Rev. 
Preston  Taylor  of  Sheldon,  Vt. ;  Re\'.  IMorris  E.  White, 
ordained  at  Southaiiipton,  June  20,  1632,  now  resides  in 
Northampton ;  Rev.  Francis  TV  illiams,  ordained  in  East- 
ford  Parish,  Ashturd,  Ct.,  Sept  22,  1841. 

In  May,  182G,  a  casualty  occurred  which  produced  a 
*  prolound  sensation  in  the  town.  Five  individuals  were 
drowned  in  the  jtond  West  of  the  Plain,  while  engaged  in 
washing  sheep,  viz :  Dea.  Aaron  Lyon,  aged  63,  Arnold 
Drake,  28,  William,  son  of  Dea.  Lyon,  18,  William  and 
Robert  Grey,  15  and  12,  sons  of  Eli  Grey.  It  was  a 
beautiful  morning  when  they  left  their  homes,  with  the  full 
expectation  of  returning  again  to  their  families  at  night, 
but  night  found  them  wrapt  in  the  sleep  of  death.  One 
remarkable  fact  noticed,  was,  that  not  one  of  them,  after 
sinking  the  first  time,  ever  rose,  till  his  body  was  brought 
up  by  others.  Although  Dea.  Ljon's  body  was  und^ 
water  only  fifteen  minutes,  3ret  all  morta  to  resuscitate  him 
proved  unavailing.   In  a  fit  of  merriment,  while  under  the 
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influance  of  «id«nt  tpiritSi  whieb  at  that  time  were  oonsid^ 
ered  necessary  on  such  an  occasion,  six  of  their  companj 
seated  themselves  in  a  log  canoe,  with  two  sheep,  £9r  the 
purpose  of  a  short  saiL  On  reaching  deep  water,  about 
eight  or  ten  yards  from  the  shore,  the  canoe  dipped^  filled^ 
and  went  under. 

The  amount  of  taz^  raised  in  Ashfield  for  all  purposes 
in  1853  was  $4,423.  In  1849,  G0,000  pounds  of  maple 
sugar  were  produced  in  the  town.  The  territory  covers 
38  square  miles  and  281  1*2  acres,  and  is  tAiversed  by  75 
miles  of  roads.  The  population  in  1840  was  1,579 ;  in 
1850,  1,521 ;  docrea.se  in  ten  years,  58, 

BERNARD8T0N. 

On  the  18th  of  May,  1G7 6,  occurred  wliat  has  been 
kiiuwn  as  ''The  Falls  Fight."  Capt.  Turner,  with  a  eom- 
paratively  small  body  of  men,  fell  u]»o!i  and  destroyed 
hundreds  of  Indians  at  the  Falls  in  the  Cuiim  cticnt  l  iver, 
since  knf>wn  as  Turner's  FalL-^,  in  honor  of  the  coniniaiider 
of  the  day.  The  retreat  from  this  massacre  was  accom- 
plished with  great  difficulty,  and  with  a  sad  loss  of  life, 
Capt.  Turner  himself  being  among  the  victims.  It  was 
not  until  sixty  years  after  this  event,  namely,  on  the  21st 
of  Jannaiji  1736,  that  the  General  Court  acknowledged 
the  important  and  perilous  service  rendered  on  this  occi^ 
sion,  bj  an  appropriate  grant  of  land.  It  then  granted  to 
the  surviyors  of  the  fight,  and  the  descendants  of  the 
others,  a  township  which  was  called,  in  honor  of  the  fight 
^  on  which  the  grant  was  based,  ^  Falltown,'*  and  which  has 
since  been  incorporated  with  the  name  of  Bernardstcb*. 
The  following  are  the  names  of  the  grantees : 

^  Joseph  Atherton,  Deerfield,  only  son  of  Hope  Atherton; 
Nathaniel  Allexander,  Northampton,  Nathaniel  Alloxan* 
der ;  Thomas  Alvard,  Middleton,  eldest  son  of  Thomas 
Alvard  ;  John  Arras,  Deeriield,  sun  of  "William  Anns  ; 
John  Baker,  Nortlmnipton,  son  of  Timothy  l>iLlv(jr  ;  Sam- 
uel Bedortha,  8])rin^field,  son  of  Samuel  Leciortha  ;  John 
Field,  Deerih^d.  descendant,  James  Bennett ;  John  Barber, 
Springfield,  son  of  John  Barber ;  John  Bradshaw,  Medford, 
John  Bradshaw;  Isaac  Burnap,  A\  iudhani,  son  of  John 
Burnap  ;  Samuel  Clesson,  Northampton,  descendant,  Peter 
Bushrudi  Samuel  Boltwood,  Hadie v,  squ  of  Smu^  SqIU 
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wood;  SamiielBairdweUyDeerfleldyMiiof  Bf^ertBaidmB? 
Jofaii  Hitehoock,  Springfield,  descendant,  Sanmel  Bail; 
Stephen  BeldeOi  Hatfield,  son  of  Stephen  Belden ;  Bieh- 
aid  Beers,  Watertown,  son  of  £Uiathan  Beers ;  Samnri 
Beidin,  Hatfield,  Samnel  Beldin ;  P^reserred  Glapp,  North- 
ampton, son  of  Preserved  Clapp ;  Thomas  Chapin,  Spring- 
field, son  of  Japhet  Chapin  ;  Samuel  Crow,  Hadley,  son  of 
Samuel  Crow  ;  Joseph  Crowfoot,  Wethcrsfield,  descendant, 
Jose[)h  Crowfoot;  ^\  illiMin  C'lark,  Lebanon,  son  of  Wil- 
liam Clark;  ^Noah  Couk,  Iladley,  descendant,  Noah  Col- 
man  ;  Benjamin  Ciiauiberlain,  Colchester,  Benjamin  Cham- 
In  rhiin  ;  Nathaniel  Cliamberlain.  tiesoc  iulant,  Joseph  Cham- 
berlain ;  Smnuel  Ciuul)all,  lioston,  .sua  of  John  Cuniball ; 
John  Chase,  Newbor}-,  son  ot  Jolm  Chase;  William  Dick- 
eson,  Hadley,  son  ot  Nehemiali  Dickeson  ;  Samncl  Jellot, 
ITatfif'ld,  descendant,  John  Diekoson ;  Benjamin  Edwards, 
Noriiiampton,  son  of  Benjamin  Edwards  ;  Joseph  Fuller, 
Newtown,  Joseph  Fuller ;  Samuel  Field,  Deerfield,  son  of 
Samuel  Field  ;  Nathaniel  Foot,  Colchester,  son  of  Nathan-' 
iel  Foot ;  John  Flanders,  Kingston,  son  of  John  Flanders  s 
Isaac  Gleason,  Enfield,  son  of  Isaac  Gleason;  Richard 
Church,  Hadley,  descendant,  Isaae  Harrison;  Simon 
Grover,  Maiden,  son  of  Simon  GroTcr ;  S^uel  Gril&i^ 
Roxbtuy,  son  of  Joseph  Griffin ;  John  Hitcheock,  Sprki^ 
field,  son  of  John  Hitchcock ;  linke  Hitdboock,  Spring- 
field, son  of  Luke  Hitchcod^ ;  Jonathan  Hoit,  DeerfieM, 
son  of  David  Hoit ;  Jonathan  Scott,  Waterbury,  deaeenct* 
ant,  Jbhn  Hawks ;  Eleazer  Hawks,  Deerfield,  son  of  Elea* 
zer  Hawks;  James  Harwood,  Concord,  son  of  James- Hap> 
wood;  Jolm  Dond,  Middleton,  descendant,  Experience 
Hindal ;  Samuel  Hant,  Tewksbury,  Samuel  Hunt ;  Wil- 
liam Janes,  Lebanon,  son  of  Abell  Janes ;  John  Ingram, 
Hadley,  son  of  John  Ingram  ;  Samuel  rli  l let,  Hatfield,  son 
of  Samuel  Jellet;  William  Jones,  Almsbury,  son  of  Rob- 
ert Jones  ;  Medad  King,  Northampton,  son  of  John  King ; 
FraiK-iri  Keet,  Northampton,  son  of  Francis  Keet ;  Martin 
Kellogg,  Sufiield, son  of  Joseph  Kellogg;  John  Lee,  West- 
field,  son  of  John  Lee ;  Jolm  Lyman,  Northampton,  son 
of  John  Lyman  ;  Joseph  Leeds,  Dorchester,  son  of  Joseph 
Leeds  ;  Josiah  Leonard,  Springfield,  son  of  Josiah  Leon- 
ard :  Jolm  Merry,  Long  Island,  son  of  Cornelius  Merry ; 
3tepheQ  ^obie,  formerly  of  Enfifld,  descendant,  Issa0 
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Morgan ;  Jonathan  Morgan,  vSpringfield,  son  of  Joiuitlian 
Morgan ;  Thomas  Miller,  Springfield,  son  of  TKuinas  Mil- 
ler; James  Miin,  Colchester,  James  Mun  ;  Benjamin  Mun, 
Deerfield,  son  oi  John  Mun  ;  Jolm  Mattoon,  Wallin^rford, 
son  of  Philip  I^Iattoon  ;  John  Kmiri,  Deerfield,  son  ol  (iod- 
frey  Kinis  ;  Ebenezer  Pumroy,  Northampton,  son  of  Me- 
dad  Pumroy;  Samuel  Pumroy,  N.  IL, son  of  Caleb  p!im- 
ro  J ;  Samuel  Price,  Glastenbnrv,  son  of  Robert  Price; 
Samuel  Preston,  Hadley,desc( ndant,  John  Preston;  Thom- 
as Prntt,  Maiden,  son  of  John  Pratt ;  John  Pressey,  Alms- 
bury,  son  ot  John  Pressey ;  Henry  Rogers,  Springfield, 
son  of  Henry  Rogers  ;  John  Read,  Westford,  son  of  Thom- 
as Read ;  Nathaniel  Sikes,  Springfieldi  eon  of  Nathaniel  * 
Sikes  ;  Nathaniel  Sutliff,  Durham,  son  of  Nathaniel  Sut- 
liff;  Samuel  Stebbins,  Springfield,  son  of  Samuel  Steb- 
bins ;  Luke  Noble,  Westtield,  descendant.  Thomas  Steb- 
bins; Ebenezer  Smead,  Deerfield,  son  of  William  Smead; 
Joseph  Smith,  Hatfield,  son  of  John  Smith ;  James  Stephen-* 
son,  Springfield,  son  of  James  Stephenson ;  Thomas  Sel* 
don,  Haddam,  son  of  Joseph  Seldim ;  Josiah  Scott,  Hat* 
field,  son  of  William  Scott ;  John  Salter,  Oharleatown,  son 
of  John  Salter ;  William  Turner,  Swanzey,  grandson  of 
CSapt  Turner ;  Benjamin  Thomas,  Strafibrd^  sen  of  Ben* 
jamin  Thomas ;  Joseph  Winchell,  Jr^  Suffield,  descendant, 
Jonathan  Tsiler ;  Samuel  Tyley,  Boston,  son  of  Samuel 
Tyley  ;  Preserved  Wright,  N.  H.,  son  of  James  Wright ; 
Cornelius  Webb,  Spnnf^field,  son  of  John  Webb  ;  Jonathan 
Webb,  Stamford,  son  ot*  Richard  Webb ;  John  AVait,  Hat- 
field, son  of  Benjamin  Wait ;  Eleazer  Weller,  Westfield, 
son  of  Eleazer  Weller ;  Thomas  Wells,  Deerfield,  son  ot* 
Tlioinas  Wells;  Ebenezer  Warriner,  Enfield,  son  of  Joseph 
Warriner;  Jonathan  Wells,  Deerfield,  Jonathan  Wells; 
Wm.  Woilhington,  Colchester,  son  of  Nicholas  Wortliing- 
ton  ;  John  Scott,  Elbows,  grandson  of  John  Scott;  Samuel 
Colby,  Alm^bnry  :  Trgal  Newberry,  Maiden." 

The  tow  nship  granted  to  these  individuals  was  about  six 
miles  square,  and,  at  that  time,  contained'not  an  inhabitant. 
The  first  meeting  of  tlie  proprietors  was  held  at  North- 
ampton,  Jan.  27,  1736,  six  days  after  the  grant  had  re- 
ceived the  QoTemox's  signatnre*  At  this  meeting,  Eben* 
ezer  Pomeroy  was  chosen  moderator  and  clerk,  and  it  was 
voted  ihat  a  oomonttee  bediosento  examine  ^e  tracts  and 
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have  it  surveyed.  At  a  meeting  held  at  the  same  place,  in 
the  succeeding  October,  it  was  voted  to  lay  uut  the  land 
into  lilly-acre  home-lots  to  (iacli  proprietor,  and  the  mead- 
ow land  on  Fall  river  into  live-acre  lots.  In  May,  1737, 
another  meetiufi:  was  held  at  Northampton,  when  it  was 
voted  that  there  sliould  be  lUO  meral)ers  of  the  companj, 
and  each  pro})rietor  should  draw  for  his  lot.  There  were 
but  97  j)ruprietors,  and  tlie  remaining  lots  were  to  be  ap- 
propriated, two  to  the  ministry,  and  one  for  school  purposes. 
During  this  year,  it  was  also  voted  that,  of  the  97  proprie- 
tors, 60  should  settle  on  the  land,  and  the  remaining  37 
should  pay  £18  towards  the  building  of  a  meeting  house, 
'and  the  settlement  of  a  minister.  The  first  settlement 
commenced  probably  in  1738.  The  first  four  liouses  built 
wete  bj  M^.  John  Burk,  Samuel  Comiabley  Lt.  £benezer 
Sheldon,  and  Dea.  Sheldon.  At  a  meeting  of  the  proprie* 
tors  held  at  Deerfield,  in  Jnite)  1739,  it  was  voted  to  build 
a  meeting  house  ^  50  feet  long,  40  feet  wide^  and  23  feet 
between  joists."  This  house  was  built  in  the  summer  of 
that  year.  In  October,  1740,  £20  was  Yoted  for  the  sup- 
port of  preaching,  the  ensuing  winter. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  proprietors  held  in  the  town- 
ship was  on  the  23d  of  September,  1  vll,  at  tho  house  of 
Lieut.  Sheldon,  when  it  was  voted  to  iiu  ite  Rev.  John 
Norton  to  settle  in  the  uiinistry,  and  that  he  have  £200  as 
settlement,  half  in  money  and  half  in  work,  aud  a  salary 
of  £130  for  the  first  five  yeai's,  aftervvai'ds  to  be  increased 
£5  a  year  until  it  should  amount  to  £170.  Mr.  Norton, 
w  ho  was  a  native  of  Berlin,  Ct.,  and  a  graduate  of  Yale 
College  in  1737,  wfis  ordained  at  Deerfield,  Nov.  25, 1741, 
and  a  churcii  was  organized  on  the  same  occasion.  Rev. 
Mr.  Ashley  of  Deerfield  preached  the  sermon.  The  ser- 
mon was  printed,  and  a  copy  of  it  is  still  preserved  in  the 
rooms  of  the  Antiquarian  Society  at  Worcester*  In  con- 
sequence of  the  unsettled  state  of  the  times,  growing  out 
of  the  French  and  Indian  wars,  Mr.  Norton's  connection 
with  his  people  was  dissolved  in  1745,  after  which  he 
served  as  chaplain  in  Fort  Massachusetts,  from  which  he 
was  taken  a  prisoner  to  Canada.  He  subsequently  return- 
ed and  settled  in  Chatham,  Ct  From  1744  to  1750,  Fall- 
town  was  either  abandoned,  or  the  people  lived  in  their 
fixrts,  and,  small  in  numbers,  contented  themselves  with 
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simply  supporting  and  defending  tiiemseivcs.  From  1750 
to  1761,  there  was  no  settled  minister  in  tlie  place,  though 
there  was  occasional  preaching.  The  people  were  still 
liarxassed  bj  the  French  and  Indians  wars,  and  even  the 
women  were  in  some  cases  necessitated  to  bear  arms  in 
defense  of  their  dwellings* 

In  17 GO,  Moses  Scott  and  Samuel  Connablewere  granU 
ed  £27,  to  build  a  bridge  *^  across  Fall  River  at  the  saw 
mill/'  which  was  the  first  bridge  built  in  the  town.  Rev* 
Job  Wright  of  Easthamptoni  a  graduate  of  Tale  College 
in  1757,  was  settled  over  the  Falltown  church  in  July, 
1761.  Mr*  Wright  continued  in  office  until  March  13, 
/ 1782,  when,  on  account  of  the  financial  troubles  of  th6 
time,  he  was  dismissed. 

Previous  to  1762,  the  township,  including  the  present 
towns  of  Bemardston  and  Leyden  and  a  part  of  Coleraine, 
had  been  known  as  Falltown.  Miirch  Gth  of  that  year,  it 
was  incorporated  with  the  name  of  Bernardston,  in  honor 
of  Bernard,  then  provincial  governor  of  Massachusetts, 
an  honor  of  which  he  was  altogether  undeserving.  The 
first  town  meeting  was  held  May  11,  1762,  Jo'^eph  Allen, 
moderator.  At  an  adjourned  meeting,  Maj.  Juhn  liurk 
was  chosen  town  clerk,  (an  oilicc  which  he  hold  for  22 
years  in  succession,)  and  John  Burk,  Remembrance  Shel- 
don and  Moses  Scott  were  chosen  selectmen.  Major  huvk 
became  the  first  representative  of  the  town  in  1764.  In 
1772,  a  committee,  consisting  of  Capt  Joseph  Root  of 
Montague,  Nathaniel  Dwight  of  Belchertown  and  Capt* 
William  Lyman  of  Northampton,  was  chosen  to  see  where 
the  meeting  house  should  stand,  as  it  had  been  determined 
to  move  it»  Thej  determined  it  should  be  moved  from  its 
original  location,  on  the  south  end  of  Huckle  Hill,"  to  a 
pouit  nearly  half  a  mile  further  South,  and  it  was  moved 
accordingly,  in  December  of  that  year,  by  men  al(me,  Mr* 
Samuel  Connable  ^having  the  whole  ordering  of  the 

The  first  vote  on  record  appropriating  money  for  schools 
was  passed  in  December,  1770,  when  £6  was  thus  voted. 

In  January,  1773,  £10  was  raised  for  schooling.    The  first 

school  house  was  bnilt  in  1783. 

In  1775,  the  popuiatiuu  ol'  the  town  had  reached  proba- 
bly about  *>00  souls.    The  growth  of  the  town  had  been  . 
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slow  and  painful,  yet,  when  the  Revolutionary  period  came 
on,  the  people  were  found  as  ready  as  their  stron^rer  and 
more  prosperous  neighbors  to  do  their  duty.  On  the  Lex- 
ington alarm,  many  left  their  homes  and  fields  for  the  East, 
and  in  Maj,  1775,  it  was  TOted  to  raise  16  men  for  the 
continental  army,  in  addition  to  those  ahready  in  the  ser- 
vice,  at  Cambridge.  There  were  less  than  half  a  dozen 
tories  in  the  town.  In  1778,  Bemardston  voted  £50  boun- 
ty to  any  who  would  enlist  Similar  yotes  are  frequent 
upon  the  records.  The  town  had  its  committee  of  corres- 
pondence and  safety,  consistmg  of  Capt.  E.  Bomham, 
Capt  Joseph  Slate,  Caleb  Chapin,  Aaron  Field  and  Daniel 
Kewoomb.  Before  this  committee,  Joseph  Orcutt  was 
brouj?ht  and  tried,  for  altering  a  Gd.  bill  to  a  £6  note.  He 
was  convicted  and  ordered  to  receive  3U  laslies  on  the 
bare  back.  The  constable,  Samuel  Connable,  upon  whom 
the  task  of  whipping  was  imposed,  declined  it,  (althongh 
the  most  -killful  mechanic  in  the  region,)  and  Lieut.  JEze- 
kiel  Foster  administered  the  \\<^'S^/ing, 

In  1779,  it  was  voted  to  set  oif  2,57 G  acres  of  land,  a 
tract  lying  West  of  Green  River,  to  Coleraine.  This  was 
in  nccordance  with  the  wislies  of  the  residents  of  tlie  tract, 
and  the  Legislature  passed  an  act  the  next  year  in  corres- 
pondence witli  the  vote,  March  12,  1784,  the  town  was 
again  reduced  by  setting  off  the  district  of  Leyden.  lii 
1782,  the  town  (to  its  honor  be  it  spoken)  voted  to  release 
the  Baptists  from  the  minister  tax*  In  1791,  the  meeting 
house  was  taken  down,  and  again  removed,  in  order  to  be 
more  centrally  located  for  the  accommodation  of  the  inhab- 
itants. In  1799y  the  first  census  was  taken^  by  Daniel  Sax- 
ton  of  Deerfield.  The  town  then  contained  108  families 
and  691  inhabitants^  while  the  district  of  Leyden  contained 
991,  exactly  800  the  most,  a  preponderence  which  it  has 
not  maintained. 

In  1789,  a  Baptist  society  was  organized.  In  1790, 
their  first  meeting  house  was  built,  and  Elder  Hodge,  their 
first  minister,  was  ordahied  the  same  year.  lie  remained 
about  ten  years.  Elder  Rogei*s  was  the  supply  for  a  few 
years  subsequently,  and  Elder  Green  was  the  next  settled 
iiiini-t*  1 ,  retiring  from  liis  labors  there  about  1823.  The 
Baptists  built  anew  nieeting  house  in  1817,  and  again  in^ 
the  summer  of  1851.  The  dedication  ot  the  latter  occur-* 
red  Dec.  iOth  of  the  same  year. 
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The  third  minister  of  the  Congregation, il  (  hui  ch  was 
Rev.  Amasa  Cook  of  lladley,  a  irraduate  ol'  iirown  Uni- 
versity in  1776,  who  was  okLliik  <I  in  Decern bi  r,  17(S3. 
He  niiiiisN  red  to  the  church  for  a  period  of  22  years,  aud 
was  then  dismissed,  May,  1805,  on  charges  of  immoral 
condurt.  Rev.  Timothy  h\  Rogers  of  Tewksbury,  a  grad- 
uate ot  Harvard  College  in  1802,  was  settled  in  his  place, 
Sept.  20,  ld09.  In  the  summer  of  1824,  Hie  meeting 
house  was  rebuilt  by  M%j*  Orra  Sheldon,  and  was  dedicated 
Jan.  12,  1825,  the  sermon  of  the  occaaion  having  been  d»» 
Uvered  by  Mr.  Rogers.  In  1850,  it  underwent  thoroogk 
repairs  and  modification,  and  was  dedicated  anew  Oct  dlst, 
1850.  Mr.  Rogers  was  a  Unitarian,  and  nnder  his  minis- 
try the  church  became  mostly  attadied  to  his  views,  and 
has  continued  since  in  the  same  iaith.  Mr.  Rogers  dM 
Jan.  26, 1847.  Rev.  Azariah  Bridge  was  installed  as  his 
colleague,  Feb.  18, 1846,  and  preached  his  farewell  sermon 
March  31,  1850.  Since  then,  the  pulpit  has  been  supplied 
by  Rev.  Thomas  Weston  and  Rev.  Wm.  W.  Hebbard. 

The  Second  Congregational  Church  was  organized  Jan. 
18, 1824,  with  15  members.  The  first  meeting  house  of 
this  church  was  erected  in  1831,  and  the  second  in  1846, 
on  tlie  site  of  the  first  one.  The  iirsL  pastor  settled  was 
Rev.  Vinson  Gould  of  Southampton,  lie  was  installed 
pastor  Oct.  .30.  1^38^  and  was  dismissed  Dec.  21, 1836.  He 
was  succeeded,  Dec.  21,  1836,  by  Rev.  Bancroft  Fowler, 
who  was  dismissed  Dec.  31, 1838.  His  successor  was  Rev. 
Frederic  Janes  of  Northfield,  who  was  installed  Nov.  4, 
1840,  and  dismissed  Nov.  9,  1843.  Rev.  Charles  Kendall 
of  Westminster  was  installed  in  his  place  Jan.  24,  1844 
He  has  not  been  in  pastoral  duty  at  Bemardston  since 
Dec.,  1853. 

A  Methodist  class  was  formed  in  Bemardston  in  1799f 
and  the  church  was  organized  July  1,  1852.  Among  the 
preachers  who  have  supplied  them  are  Rev.  Messrs.  Brom- 
ley, Ward,  J.  S.  Day,  John  Beckwith,  Horace  Smith  and 
Biandall  l^tidielL  The  Methodists  built  a  new  church  in 
the  spring  of  1852. 

The  Universalkt  society  in  Bemardston  was  organised 
June  19,  1820,  and  its  preachers  have  been  Rev.  Messrs. 
John  I>rooks,  Aurin  Bugbee,  R.  S.  Sanborn,  Wm.  S  Bal- 
lou,  Orrin  Perkins,  and  Hymeu  B.  Butler.    Tlie  church 
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edifice  of  this  denomination  hsiving  been  thoroughly  re- 
paired in  the  summer  of  1852,  was  re-dedicated  Dec  22d 
of  that  year. 

The  men  ot  note  who  have  lived  in  Bermirdston  have 
been  sutficieutiy  apparent  in  the  course  of  the  history.  A 
few  professional  and  literary  men  have  originated  in  the 
town,  the  most  prominent  of  whom  was  Hon.  Samuel  C. 
Allen.  Tie  was  born  Jan  5,  1772,  and  i:r;iduated  at  DaTi> 
mouth  College  in  171)4.  lie  was  ordained  as  a  Congrega- 
tional minister  at  Northfield  in  1705.  Disliking  his  pro- 
fession, he  was  soon  aflerwards  dismissed,  and,  having 
stadied  law,  was  admitted  to  the  hat  in  1801.  lie  pracK 
ticed  in  New  Salem  seyetal  years^  represented  that  town 
four  years  in  the  House,  and  the  ooonty  three  years  in  the 
Senate  of  the  State  Legislature,  and,  in  1817,  was  elected 
to  Congress,  and  represented  bis  district  in  six  succesaiTe 
Gongres8e8»  He  was  subsequently  a  member  of  ^e  Grov* 
enior^s  CovncIL  He  bore  the  charaeter  of  a  hig^Htoned 
man,  an  honest  and  fearless  politician,  a  sound  lawyer,  aad 
a  true  Christian. 

Hon.  Henry  Cusbman,  still  a  resident  of  BemarchK 
ton,  was  bom  in  that  town  Aug«  9th,  1805.  He  reoeiyed 
tbe  most  of  bis  education  at  the  common  school,  and  at  ibe 
age  of  18,  entered  Capt,  Partridge's  well  known  literary 
and  military  academy  at  Norwich,  Yt.,  where  he  pursued 
his  studies  for  about  two  years.  From  this  institutioii, 
continued  under  the  iiame  of  the  ''Norwich  University,** 
he  received  the  honorary  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  in 
1827.  lie  has  five  times  re[)resenled  his  native  town  in 
the  Legislature,  was  a  member  of  the  State  Senate  in  1844, 
was  the  Lieut.  Governor  of  the  State  in  1851  and  1852, 
and  has  snsfained  for  a  great  leni^th  of  time  the  most  re- 
sponsible town  office?.  INfr.  Cushmau  lias  been  eminently 
a  useful  man.  His  unvarying  industry  and  energy  are 
felt  in  every  cause  to  which  he  may  lend  his  efibrts.  He 
has  written  much  for  the  periodical  press,  has  a  tas^  Ibr 
historical  research  and  compilation,  and  ad<»ns  a  business 
life  by  valuable  literary  labor. 

Bemardston  is  almost  exclusively  an  agricultural  town. 
It  has  a^nanufactory  of  scy  theHsnatba,  by  Temple  &  Gxeaa, 
who  make  from  12,000  to  ld,000  per  annum;  and  supports 
9  grist  mills  and  six  saw  mills.  The  rate  of  taxation 
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always  been  low.  There  are  6  school  districts,  lor  the 
support  ot  which  tliere  was  raised  by  tax,  in  18j4,  $500. 
There  is  a  school  fund  of  S716,  and  the  people  contribute 
annually,  in  board  and  wood,  S150  or  $200.  The'pnpula- 
tion  in  1840  was  in  1850,  977;  increase  in  tea 

yeard,  53, 

BUCKLAND. 

The  tprritory  of  Buckland  consisted  originally  of  a  tract 
of  land  known  as  "  No  Town,"  and  a  part  of  Charlemont 
The  first  settlements  were  made  in  the  Charlemont  part, 
on  the  Deerfield  Itiver,  and  in  the  South  part  of  the  town* 
Amonjy  the  first  settlers  were  Capt.  Nahum  Ward  and  a 
Mr.  White.  They  were  followed  by  emigrants  from  Deer- 
field,  Leominster  and  Lancaster,  and  from  Statloi  d,  Ot 
OtberBy  still,  were  from  Rhode  Island*  The  first  child  born 
in  the  town  was  Jonathan,  son  of  Capt.  Nahum  Ward. 
Be^Dte  a  chnidi  was  fomed,  these  pioneers  were  aocns* 
tomed  to  attend  meetings  on  the  Sabbath  in  Charlemont, 
where  Mr*  Leavitt  preached*  It  was  the  common  practice 
of  men,  with  their  wires,  to  attend  meetings  there,  walking 
eix  miles  and  bad^  every  Sabbath  tfaroughont  the  year*  On 
their  way,  they  were  under  the  necessity  of  crossing  Deei^ 
field  River,  and  there  the  venerable  matrons  would  disen- 
enmber  themselves  of  their  shoes  and  stockings,  and  ford 
the  streanij  going  and  returning.  When  the  water  was 
high,  they  crossed  in  a  rude  canoe,  whiiu  a  bridge  of  ice 
served  them  in  the  winter. 

Buckland  was  incorporated  April  11, 177*J,butno  i  hureh 
was  organized  until  Oet.,  1785,  when  a  Congregational 
ehurch  was  formed,  with  18  members.  The  first  meeting 
house  was  built  in  1793,  n  .structure  which  was  disphiced  in 
1S  4(»  bv  jx  Tiew  one.  Previous  to  the  settlement  of  a  iiim- 
ister,  the  peo[)le  were  supplied  by  Kev.  Jacob  Sherwin  of 
Aslitield  and  Rev.  Jonathan  Leavitt.  Previou^^  to  the 
erection  of  the  meeting  house,  the  religious  meetings  were 
held  in  a  bam.  The  first  pastor  was  Rev.  Josiah  Si^Mild- 
ing,  who  was  installed  Oct.  15,  1794.  Mr.  Spaulding  was 
a  native  of  Ashfield,  and  a  gradoate  of  Yale  in  1778.  He 
was  €t|e  of  the  best  nfen,  and  one  of  the  best  ministers,  in 
-Ihe  eoonty,  and  his  memory  is  still  held  in  great  love  and 
i^eienoe^  He  died  while  in  the  puitonl  offioe  in  Boek- 
2d 


Digitized  by  Google 


* 


326 


BOCKLAKD« 


land,  oil  the  8tli  <«f  Maj,  1823,  in  the  73d  year  of  age. 
He  was  sueeet  il(  d  Feb.  4,  1824,  by  Rev.  Benjamin  F. 
Clarke  of  (iranby.  a  graduate  of  Williams  in  1820.  After 
preaching  in  Huckland  ai)out  1')  years,  Mr.  Clarke  was 
dismissed  May  2,  1839,  and  was  succeeded  Jan  1,  1840,  by 
Rev.  Preston  Cummings  of  Seekonk,  a  graduate  of  Brown 
Universi^  in  1822*  He  was  dismissed  Dec  31,  1847. 
His  successor  was  Hev.  Asa  B.  8mitb|  the  present  pastor 
of  the  church.  Hr.  Smitli  was  a  native  of  WiUiamstown, 
Vt,  and  a  graduate  of  Middlebury  in  1834. 

Hiere  is  a  small  Baptist  Church  in  Buekland,  which 
seems  to  have  had  its  origin  on  the  22d  of  Julj^  1789^  * 
when  ten  indindaals  belonging  to  the  Baptist  Churdi  in 
,  Ashfield  ^  were  delegated  to  form  a  branch  in  Baekland." 
There  were  Baptists  among  the  first  settlers,  who  located 
themselves  about  two  miles  South-easteiiy  of  the  center  of 
the  town.  Notwithstanding  this  early  movement,  and  the 
early  presence  of  Baptists,  no  permanent  church  organiwi- 
tion  seems  to  have  existed  untii  Nov.  21,  1828.  In  1856, 
the  chuivli  numbered  20  members.  The  lolluwing  have 
been  the  pastoral  supplies:  R4»v.  Messrs.  Linus  Austin, 
James  M.  Coley,  Benjamin  F.  Reminfrton,  John  K.  Price, 
Amherst  Lamb,  Aklen  B.  Eggieston,  F.  F.  Sanderson, 
James  Parker  and  Jam  s  Clark. 

The  Methodist  Society  existed  many  years  as  the  part- 
of  a  circuit,  but  the  date  of  the  or;?anization  of  the  church 
is  not  known.  It  was  probably  not  far  from  1820.  The 
list  of  preachers  that  have  supplied  the  church  is  the  fol- 
lowing : — Rev.  Messrs.  Ibri  Cannon,  Orrin  Peir,  Henry 
Hatfield,  John  Nixon,  Samuel  Avery,  John  J.  Matthias, 
Moses  Amraadon,  Roliert  Travis,  J.  B.  Husted,  Alexander 
Hulin,  Elias  Crawford,  John  Luckey,  John  Parker,  Hiram 
H.  White,  William  Todd,  Joel  Knight,  Noble  Shepard, 
Philo  Hawks,  Ziba  Loveland,  £rastus  Otis,  Otis  Wilder, 
Windsor  Ward,  Daniel  Graves,  Simon  Pike,  Wm.  Gordon, 
Oakes,  C.  C.  Barnes,  Wm.  Taylor,  £.  K.  Avery,  Drake, 
Leonard  Frost,  Proctinr  Marsh,  Porter  R  Sawyer,  Henry 
&  Shedd,  George  W.  Greene,  Homer  W*  Clark,.  Moses  . 
Palmer,  A.  G.  Belles,  Solomon  W.  Johnson,  Solomon 
Cushman,  George  E.  Chapman,  A.  S.  Flag?,  M..Le^ 
fingwell  and  Austin  F.  Herrick.  The  Methodists  have  a 
goo^  meeting  house,  and  sustain  regular  preaching. 
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The  records  of  the  town  of  Buckland  are  made  up  of 
little  else  than  the  common  town  business,  and  present  no 
points  of  special  interest  to  the  public.  The  town  made 
early  provision  for  schools,  in  which  an  increasing  interest 
has  been  felt  from  jear  to  jear  until,  now,  it  ranks  in  the 
second  cImss  of  towns  in  the  coiv^tyi  in  the  amount  appro- 
priated of  school  money  per  scholar.  The  old  school 
houses  hare  heen  displaced  bj.more  commodious  and  re* 
spectable  edifices,  and  the  best  teachers  are  selected  instead 
of  the  cheapest,  as  formerly. 

From  Buckland  has  gone  out  one  of  the  purest,  highest 
and  most  important  influences  of  the  day.  It  was  the  birth 
place  of  Mary  Lyon,  the  founder  of  Mount  Holjoke  Fe* 
male  Semin&ry.  A  notice  of  her  willl)e  found  in  connee* 
tM>n  with  the  description  of  that  institution  in  the  second 
part  of  this  work.  [V^L  1,  pp.  489-90-91.]  That  her 
active  and  devoted  mind  was  the  iiiiual  point  of  an  influ- 
ence greater  and  better  than  that  of  any  other  woman  w  ho 
ever  lived  in  Western  Massachii^jetts,  none  will  doubt  who 
contemplate  the  mass  of  educated,  eultivaU'd  and  ehristian- 
ized  mind  that  passes  into  society  every  year  from  the 
walls  of  the  institution  aissociated  forever  with  her  name 
and  memory. 

"Rnokland  is  mostly  an  jiirricultural  town.  There  is  one 
important  manufaeicu  v  wiiiiin  it>j  limits,  that  of  Lamson  & 
Co.,  who  produce  cutlery  of  the  aimujd  value  of  $200,000. 
Wm.  B.  Caswell  has  a  tannery  that  produces  annually 
Slo,000  worth  of  leather;  Orrin  Pratt  makes  yearly 
S4,000  worth  of  wooden  ware,  and  Franklin  Ballaid 
$3,500  worth  of  the  same  article. 

The  valuation  of  real  and  personal  estate  in  1854  was 
$3^50,000.  The  amount  raised  for  schools  the  same  year 
was  $845  75,  being  $2  50  for  every  scholar  between  the 
ages  of  4  and  21  years.  In  addition  to  this  amount,  S12d 
is  realized  from  the  interest  of  a  school  fund  and  the  con- 
tributions of  the  State.  The  population  in  1840  was 
1410 ;  in  1850, 1,049 ;  decrease  in  ten  yearSi  61. 

CHARLEMONT. 

ChaHemont  is  fourteen  miles  long  from  East  to  West, 

lying  mostly  on  the  North  side  of  Deerfield  river,  and  ymr 
^ing  in  width  from  one  to  tlneti  miles,  the  boundaries  of 
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its  width  being  very  in^gular,  and  determined  principally 
the  poiDta  of  the  hills  between  which  it  Ues,  The  allu« 
Tial  Hats  upon  the  river  furnish  the  arable  portion  of  the 
land,  the  hills  being  devoted  to  grazing.  The  river  and 
the  flats  are  800  or  900  feet  below  the  average  level  of  the 
country  on  the  North  and  South.  This  valley  was  once, 
doubtless,  a  lake,  and  it  is  certain  that  for  many  ages  the 
river  has  run  over  the  ledges  North  of  Shelbume  FaUs, 
which  are  100  feet  above  its  present  leveL  The  flats.are 
mcBtly  on  the  North  side  of  the  river,  where  are  also  the 
houses  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  road.  The  latter  winds 
through  some  of  the  most  beautiful  and  picturesque  scen- 
ery to  be  found  in  New  England.  The  projected  railroad 
from  Greenfield  to  Troy  is  laid  along  the  banks  of  this 
river,  and  the  Eastern  terminus  of  the  proposed  Hoosac 
Tunnel  is  located  at  the  point  where  tlie  river  road  leaves 
the  level,  and  commences  to  climt  the  mountain. 

The  territorv  ut'  Charlemont  forms  one  of  three  town- 
ships  given  to  the  town  of  Boston  by  the  General  Court, 
June  27,  1735.  The  other  plantations  granted  were  Cole- 
mine  and  Pittsfield;  Charlemont  being  named  "Boston 
plantation  No.  1."  The  General  Court  reserved  oOO  acres 
lor  the  first  minister,  500  acres  for  the  support  of  the  min- 
istry, and  500  for  the  support  of  schools.  Boston  conveyed 
the  township  to  John  Reed,  July  14,  1737,  and  Reed  sold 
to  Chickley  and  Keyes*  The  following,  preserved  among 
many  old  papers  in  possession  of  Elias  Taylor,  Esq., 
which  will  be  further  cited  in  this  histoiyi  will  show  the 
dates  of  subsequent  sales : 

"The  contents  of  a  deed  from  Gershom  Keyes  to  William 
Ward,  dated  27th  January,  1742:  The  one  moiety  or  half  part 
of  a  cerlahl  township  called  Charleniunl,  lying  on  Deerneld 
river,  in  ihe  county  of  Hampshire,  it  being  the  whole  I  pur- 
chased of  John  Reedy  as  may  appear  by  a  deed  of  sale  bear- 
ing date  the  14th  day  of  December!  1737,  and  recorded  at 
Springfield  the  30th  day  of  the  above  December.  Excepting 
m  V  part  of  all  that  is  sold  to  Mr.  Thomas  Hancocks,  Capt.  Rice, 
John  Stearns,  and  to  a  number  of  other  persons  as  may  ap» 
pear  by  their  deeds  recorded  at  Springfield." 

The  propriet4>rs'  books  have  been  destroyed  by  fire,  and 
many  of  their  doinf^s  thus  lost  beyond  recovery.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a  copy  of  a  notification  for  the  first  proprietors' 
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tteetliig  in  Charkmont  Their  provUms  meetizigi  had 
beat  held  in  Lueaster  and  Worcester: 

"Whereas,  the  Great  and  General  Court,  on  the  Ist  of  De- 
cember current,  upon  the  petition  uf  Moses  Rice,  of  a  place 
called  Charlemont,  in  the  Counly  of  Hampshire,  beinsr  Bos- 
ton township  No.  1,  hi  behalf  of  hiraHclf  and  others,  did  vote 
a  tax  of  one  pennj  per  acre,  lawful  monev,  to  be  laid  upon  all 
the  land  in  the  within  named  township,  (the  publie  lands  only 
excepted)  for  the  space  of  three  years  next  to  come,  and  that 
the  money  so  raised  shall  be  improTod  for  the  following  pur- 
poses, viz.,  For  finishing  the  meeting  house  already  agreed 
and  engaged  to  be  put  up  in  said  Township,  for  support  oC 
preaching,  l^nf^onrasfing  the  buildin^^  of  Mills,  and  for  laying 
out  and  clearin_,^  Jliahways  and  other  roads  there,  and  insuch 
manner  and  proportM):!  as  the  Proprietors  of  tlie  lands  there 
shall  order  and  detertaine  at  their  meetings  for  such  purposes 
called  and  held.  And  the  said  court  diil  also  empower  the 
Sciid  Moses  Kice  to  t  ail  a  meeting  of  said  proprietors,  to  be 
held  in  said  Township,  at  some  reasonable  future  time,  (by 
posting  up  notifications  of  the  time  and  place,  and  purposes 
of  holding  the  same,  at  said  Charlemont,  and  at  Lancaster  in 
the  County  of  Worcester,)  and  that  the  Proprietors  so  met 
have  power  to  choose  a  Clerk,  Tteasorer,  Assessora  and  Col- 
lectors, and  all  other  officers  necessary  for  the  asseestiig^ 
levying  and  collecting  said  tax  from  time  to  time,  and  to  agree 
upon  and  determine  the  disposition  of  the  money  raised  by 
said  tax  as  they  shall  see  meet,  only  for  purposes  aforesaid, 
and  to  agree  upon  any  proper  method  of  calling  meetiniis  for 
the  future.  These  are  therefore  (by  virtue  of  said  order  of 
court  we  theietu  impowering)  to  warn  and  give  notice  to  the 
Proprietors  of  said  Charlemont^  that  they  meet  at  said  Charle- 
mont at  the  house  of  Moses  Rice  on  Wednesday,  seventeenth 
day  of  January  next,  at  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon,  then 
and  there  to  act  upon  the  particulars  aforesaid,  and  agreeahle 
to  the  power  given  them  hy  said  court      "  Mosxs  Rick.'* 

«  December  D,  1752. 

The  names  of  those  appointed  to  offiee  at  this  meeting 
were  Moses  Rice,  Othniel  Taylor,  Joseph  Wilder,  Jr., 
Eleazer  Hawks,  Gersliom  Hawks,  Dea.  Israel  Houghton, 
Jonathan  White  mid  Aaron  Rice.  It  was  voted  to  crive 
Aaron  "Rice  £17.0,  old  teuor,  in  part  payment  lor  building 
a  corn  mill  in  the  town,  and  provision  was  made  for  future 
action  on  the  same  subject,  when  Mr.  Kiee  should  fimVh 
his  mill,  provided  he  would  agree  to  keep  it  in  repair  ibr 
ten  yoa^Sy  and  grind  for  the  prophetors^  taking  one  16th 
28* 
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part  for  toll,  and  no  more.'*   It  was  also  ▼oted  to  appro* 

priate  SI 00,  old  tenor,  of  the  year's  tax,  to  pay  for  preach-* 
ing.  Aaron  Rice  gave  a  bond  to  fulfill  the  conditions  of 
the  appropriation  in  regard  to  the  mill,  3I;iy  3(\  175o,  a 
document  wiiich  is  still  ia  existence,  and  irum  which  the 
fu  1 1  o  \v  i ug  is  extracted : 

The  condition  of  the  above  obligation  is  such  that,  where- 
as, the  proprietors  of  said  town  have  agreed  with  Aaron  Rice 
to  t>uili[  a  torn  ml!!,  and  a  saw  mill,  and  to  keep  them  in 
good  repair  lor  the  space  of  ten  years,  and  to  grind  for  a  six- 
teenth and  no  more,  also  to  saw  boards  for  the  proprietors  at 
the  same  rates  as  they  do  al  Deerheld^  for  the  space  of  ten 
years,  the  proprietors  voted  to  give  said  Rice  £40  lawful 
money,  and  a  complete  set  of  saw  mill  irons.'' 

This  mill  has  ocmtinued  in  operation  until  the  preseitf 
time,  and  has  done  most  of  the  grinding  for  the  ^proprie- 
tors" for  100  jearsy  taking  ^the  sixteenth  and  no  more/* 
It  appears  by  sundry  orders  that  the  proprietors  furnished 
themselves  with  preaching  at  once,  though  a  church  was 
B0(  formed  for  some  years.  Bey.  C*  M.  Smith  preadied 
£40  worth,  as  appears  t»y  his  order  on  thecoomiittee,  dated 
Hatfield,  Oct  24,  1753.  Bey.  Mr.  T^at  and  Bey.  ICr. 
May  preached  4  days  each,  in  1754  A  bill  of  Moses 
Bice  was  allowed  June  26, 1750,  amoundngto  £4  46.  fbr 
keeping  the  ministers" — Jtfr.  Smith,  Mr.  Dickeson,  Mr. 
May  and  Mr.  Treat 

The  Bice  and  Taylor  families  were  the  first,  and  most 
important  settlers.  They  had  more  property  than  the  oth- 
er?, and  secured  the  best  situations.  Ca[)r.  IMoses  Rice 
%vas  bom  in  Sudbury,  Mass.,  Oct  27,  1G04,  married  Sarah 
King  of  the  same  town  Nov.  16,  1719,  went  to  Charle- 
mont  alxMit  1747,  and  took  ^vilh  him  seven  children  :  Sam- 
nel,  (born  1720,)  Abigail,  Aaron,  (born  1724,)  Dinah, 
Sylvanus,  Tamar,  and  Artemas,  (bom  1734.)  Capt.  Rice 
was  about  53  year^  old  at  the  time  of  emigration,  and  hia 
childx'en  rang«?d  Irom  27  to  13  years  old.  Tiie  deed  from 
Gershom  Keyes  to  Capt.  Rice,  recorded  in  Springlield  in 
1741,  i^  the  earliest  deed  on  record,  to  any  settler  of 
Charlemont.  The  trials  to  whkh  the  first  settlers  were 
subjected  by  the  Indian  difilculties  of  the  period  have  been 
briefly  recorded  in  the  Outline  History.  Capt.  Moses  Rice 
and  Phmeas  Arms  were  killed  on  Iheb  meadoWy  JoM  1^ 
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Thm  traditionary  accuunt  ol  this  event,  amono:  the 
people  of  Charlemont^  is,  tliat  several  persons  were  work- 
ing in  a  corn  field  on  a  very  warm  day,  that  the  Indians 
discovered  them  from  the  hill  oil  the  North,  and  saw  where 
they  had  placed  their  arms,  and  that  tin  y  came  down  tlie 
ravine  by  the  brook,  concealed  by  the  biis!ip«,  between  the 
laborers  and  tJieir  house,  and  fired  upoji  iham  when  at  the 
end  of  the  rows,  farthest  from  their  arms.  IVfr.  Arms  died 
in  the  com.  •  Capt.  Rice  fell,  and  was  earned  np  the 
brook  half  a  mile,  and  scalped,  dying  in  the  evening.  Ti- 
tus King,  supposed  to  have  been  a  brother-in-law  of  Moses 
Rice,  was  taken  captive,  and  carried  to  Canada,  from 
w  hence  he  returned  by  way  of  France,  thoagh  he  did  not 
settle  again  in  Chariemont.  Asa  Rice,  a  grandson  of 
Capt.  Rice,  about  13  years  old,  was  riding  a  horse  to  har- 
row between  the  com  row?.  The  horse  ^vas  frightened  by 
the  firing,  and  ran.  The  boy  hid,  but  the  IncUiun  found 
Jbim  and  took  him  to  Canada.  He  at  last  retained,  and 
settled  in  Charlonont,  always  retaining  a  viyid  recollection 
of  this  Btartling  erent  of  his  boybood.  The  setUers  did 
net  leave  the  place,  and  the  Indiiais'did  not  return. 

Aaron  Bice,  the  son  of  Moses,  was'23  years  old  when 
he  came  into  the  town,  and  he  lived  longer  in  the  town 
than  any  of  the  first  settlers.  It  was  with  him  that  the 
early  grist  and  saw  mill  contract  was  made,  ai^  some  sttU 
remember  Dea.  Bice  as  one  of  the  best  and  mos^  useful 
inhabitants  of  the  town.  He  lived  with  bis  wife  54  years, 
reared  11  children,  and  died  Dec.  2,  1808,  at  the  age  of 

Othniel  Taj  lor  purchased  1,000  acres  of  land  at  the 
East  end  of  Chariemont,  one  half  being  in  what  is  now 
Buckland,  Nov.  1,  1742,  of  Phineas  Stevens  of  ]).  •  rfn  ld, 
for  which  he  paid  £1,010,  old  tenor.  The  Taylur  iamilies 
of  the  second  generation  made  several  good  farms  of  this 
land,  and  twQ  farms,  one  on  each  side  vi'  tlie  river,  owned 
by  the  third  and  fourth  generations,  are  erpial  to  Hny  in 
these  towns.  The  largo  old  house  nn  the  CharienioiU  >uU) 
of  the  river,  built  more  than  eighty  years  ago,  in  which 
have  lived  and  died  six  generations  of  the  Taylor  family, 
is  now  occupied  by  three  g^erations  of  the  same  name 
and  family.  Capt.  Taylor  was  born  in  JDeerfield,  in  1719, 
and  was  a  grandson  of  John  TajI/Xj  eqe  of  the  early  se^ 
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tiers  %A  Northampton.  He  marrioil  Martha  Arms  of 
DtMM'tield,  in  1743,  and  died  ir»  17^S^,  his  wife  d)  iuL^  in 
lb02.  He  probably  removed  to  Cluirlcinont  in  1750,  lor 
his  tlirce  eldest  cIuMk  n  were  born  in  Deertiekl,  and  his 
iourtli,  Enojs,  was  born  in  Charlcmoiit,  Feb.ii,  1751.  This 
was  the  lirst  ehiUl  born  in  the  town,  so  far  as  tlie  records 
show.  The  children  ol"  Othniel  were  Samnel,  Mary,  Lem* 
uel,  Enos,  Othniel,  Tertius,  Martha,  William,  Ruius,  Lu* 
dnda,  Tirzah,  DoUj,  and  Lydia«-HUi  all  thirteen,  every  one 
of  wliom  lived  to  old  age,  the  jOiiDg^t  dying  «i  66,  and 
Km  oldeBt at  92.  Their  averageage  was  77  years,  and  thdr 
aggregate  agea  1,000  years  I  The  acooant  book  CvpL 
Taylor,  commenced  in  1760|  still  exists^and  some  names 
liave  a  frightful  array  of  charges  against  them  for  ^  Rhumy'' 
•^FUp,"  ^'Toddj,"  "^Sider/*  ^  At  tbe  present  time 
ihere  is  neither  ^  Bhum*'  nor  dmhkavd  in  die  East  pact 
ef  the  town*  In  1762»  there  is  a  charge  of  taTem  ezpeo* 
ses  to  Capt  Samnel  Bobinson  and  iaimly,  on  their  wi^  to 
HsiiningtoH|  Vt»  Tradition  says  that  Mrs.  JEtobinson  wept 
orer  her  dismal  prospects  at  this  time,  and  yet,  her  son 
Moses,  who  was  with  her  then,  became  the  l^rst  governor 
of  Vermont,  and  hcr  family  was  among  the  richest  in  the 
State. 

Charhimont  was  incorporated  June  21,  17G5,  including 
at  that  time  two  thirds  of  the  present  town  of  Heath,  and 
a  part«of  the  town  of  Bucivlaiid. 

It  was  a  great  effort  with  the  settlers  to  build  a  meeting- 
house so  respectable  that  it  migiii  properly  be  called  the 
llou>e  of  i'->i)(\.  Torn  j)ieces  of  ]);i|>er,  preserved  in  the 
garret  of  the  Taylor  House,  show  mifik  tliiiif^  of  the  action 
of  the  people  of  Charlemont  in  tliis  matter,  ('-|ir(  ially  con- 
nected with  the  project  of  building  a  house  on  the  hill  side, 
near,  or  within,  the  present  bounds  of  Heath.  In  a  war- 
rant for  a  town  meeting  "near  the  meeting  house  frame," 
issued  June  26, 1754,  it  bein<x  the  second  proprietors'  meet- 
ing, occurs  the  following  article :  ^  to  receive  accounts  from 
any  persons  who  have  done  serrice  for  the  proprietors, 
especially  the  accounts  of  the  'committee  for  building  the 
meeting-house."  At  the  meeting  it  was  "  voted  that  Mr. 
Dicks  be  notified  to  cover  the  roof  of  the  meeting-house 
with  boards  and  shingles,  and  board  the  gable  ends/* 

Voted  and  accepted  of  land  for  A  kt  for  the  first  minlilMr 
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that  shall  be  settled  iii  said  town,  to  lay  Sotrth  of  lot  No.  2, 
on  Hancock's  farm,  nnd  to  be  2()0  rods  lon^^  and  80  rods 
wide."  A  warrant  wa?  issued  July  10, 1761,  for  a  meeting 
to  take  measures  for  the  sjieedy  inclosure  and  covering  of 
the  meeting-house,  and  on  the  2d  Thureday  of  April,  1762, 
a  meeting  was  held  to  choose  a  committee  to  finish  the 
meeting-lKNisey  and  to  give  them  their  instruction*^  In  a 
warrant  for  a  meeting  to  be  held  Jane  27)  17 62^  ocean  thie 
article:  ^  to  clmoee  a  committee  to  see  that  the  outside  of 
the  meeting-honse  be  covered,  if  tk»  former  frams  will  ch, 
if  not,  to  set  opanew  frame^and  cover  it,  and  seehow  far  they 
will  proceed  towards  the  fiDiBhing.**  The  foUowing  agree- 
ment to  boild  a  new  meeting-honse  is  dated  the  same  day: 

^-  Know  all  men  by  these  present.-*  that  T,  Thomas  Dick,  of 
Pelharri,  111  the  County  of  Hampshi^<^  Innholder,  For  and  in 
consideration  of  a  former  obligation  I  nave  to  Mr.  Odiniel  Tay- 
lor, TreasQier  of  Chatlemon^  to  build  a  meeting-honae  w 
ChademonV.  do  bj  these  preseata  ooTonaat  and  engage  to  eat 
«p  a  frame  in  said  town,  in  the  place  where  the  old  fiame  now 
etands,  it  being  35  feet  by  30,  and  18  feet  post,  to  cover  the 
outside  with  chamferred  boards  and  the  roof  with  boards  and 
shingles,  and  to  put  up  weather  boards,  to  lay  the  lower  floor 
with  boards  on  sfeepprs  or  joice  well  supported,  and  to  com- 
plf'te  the  snrap,  woikman  like,  by  the  last  day  of  September 
n('\t.  Other wiBe,  ou  failure  thereof,  to  pay  said  Treasurer  26 
pounds  for  the  use  of  said  Proprietors.        Thomas -Dick. 

"  N.  B.  The  proprietors  are  to  liud  buai  Js,  naib  aiid  shin- 
gles, and  rum  for  the  raising?^ 

The  lot  tor  the  minister  was  secured  to  Rev.  Jonathan 
XiCavitt ;  that  for  the  mdnistrf/  is  not  mentioned  in  the  later 
^doings  of  the  proprietors,  while  that  for  schools  still  yields 
the  town  a  few  dollars  annually. 

A  new  house  of  worship  was  completed  in  1794,  by  the 
town  and  parish,  which  was  sold  in  1852,  and  the  timber 
used  in  the  construction  of  dwelling-houses  at  Shelbume 
Falls.  The  people  of  the  town  worshiped  in  this  house 
i>r  nearly  50  years.  When  Bev.  Joseph  Field,  one  of  the 
minktera  of  the  town,  became  a  Unitarian,  some  <rf  the 
people  built  a  large  and  handsome  church  a  mile  East  of 
the  center,  where  Mr.  Field  preached  a  few  years,  but  the 
people  never  had  a  settiied  pastor,  and  the  house  is  not  now 
occupied.  There  are  now  in  the  valley  four  pretfy  churches: 
in  tbe  town  village,  the  1st  Congregational  and  the  Uetko* 
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dist ;  five  milcii  East,  the  2d  Congregational ;  between  Uiia 
iuid  the  villas^e,  the  Unitarian. 

The  <l?ite  <tt'  1  lip  oriranizatiDn  of  the  first  church  in  Charle- 
DiuiiL  IS  iioL  kiiuwn.  liry.  Jonathan  Leavitt  was  its  first 
and  only  pastor,  for  it  1><  ciime  defunct  in  a  few  years.  The 
church  was  prohnbly  formed  in  17<'7,  when  JVlr.  Leavitt 
'was  instaUed,  and  was  probably  considered  disbanded  when 
he  was  dismissed,  April  15,  1785.  June  6,  1788,  a  new 
church  was  formed  with  1 G  members.  Rev.  Isaac  Babbitt 
was  settled  as  the  pastor^  Febrtuyry  24, 1796,  and  dismissed 
Jtt&e  7,  1798.  He  was  a  native  of  £astoii»  Ct^  and  a  grad- 
uate of  Dartmouth  in  1783.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev« 
Jodcph  Field  of  Sunderland,  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  in 
1792,  on  the  4th  of  December,  1799.  After  remaining  the 
minister  for  about  23  years  and  a  half,  he  was  dismissed,  cm 
account  of  converaion  or  perversion  (a  word  for  each  side) 
to  Unitarianism^  July  lOth,  1823.  Bey«  Wales  Tileston 
of  Wiliiamsburg,  a  graduate  of  Union  College  in  1822^ 
was  ordained  in  his  place  March  16, 1825,  and  dismissed 
March  22,  1837.  Bct.  Stephen  T.  Allen  of  Heath,  a 
graduate  of  Amherst  m  1838,  was  his  successor,  and  was 
ordained  as  pastor,  April,  1838,  and  was  dismissed  on  the 
24th  of  the  following  April,  havinf]^  been  connected  with  - 
the  charge  but  a  year.  Rev.  Jolui  D.  Smiiii  was  ordained 
in  his  place  November  20,  18^31),  dismissed  August  11, 
1844,  re-settled  over  the  same  churcli  June  21,  1848,  and 
re-dismissed  May  19,  1852,  Mr,  Smith  was  the  son  of 
the  late  eminent  Dr.  Nathan  Smith  of  New  Haven,  and 
hrother  of  the  late  Dr.  James  M.  Smith  of  Spiiflgfield* 
The  church  in  1853  had  S7  members. 

The  Third  (the  present  Second)  churcli  was  organized 
in  the  East  part  of  the  town,  August  6, 1845.  Its  first  and 
only  meeting-house  was  built  in  1847.  The  church  origi- 
nally consisted  oi  43  members.  Rev.  Moses  H.  Wilder 
of  Winchendon  was  installed  as  the  lirsi  pastor,  March  17, 
1^7^  and  dismissed  Oct.  3, 1848.  He  was  succeeded  Feb 
jroary  1^,  1850,  by  Bev.  Aaron  Foster  of  Hillsboro,  N.  H., 
graduate  of  l>ar(aaouth  in  1822.  The  church  in  1853 
^d  80  members* 

Bapdst  church  in  .CharlenuHit  was  formed  aboMt 
ilf^fl.  The follocwiag preaeherB have  supplied  the  desk: 
SfiY»  MsiBBe^  Joha  .Green,  Wheeler,  Pahner,  Ebenezer 
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Hall,  Samuel  Carpenter,  Nathaniel  Rice,  McCulloch,  Jane* 
M.  Cooley,  Darius  Dunbar,  David  Peace,  Benj.  F.  ReiXH 
ington,  R.  P.  Hartley,  S.  Bentley,  M.  J.  Kelley,  James 
Parker  and  Hervey  Crowley.   In  1858,  t£e  church  had  67 

members. 

Methodist  classes  were  formed  in  1828  and  1881*  For 
some  time  the  Methodists  in  the  town  were  connected  with 
those  in  Bowe.  Since  the  church  was  formed,  (date  not 
known,)  the  following  have  been  the  preachers:  Ber. 
Messrs.  Samuel  Eigmy,  John  Nixon,  A.  Hulin,  £•  An« 
drews,  J.  B.  Husted,  £«  Crawford,  J.  C.  Bontecou,  S.  W* 
Sizer,  Wm.  Todd,  O.  C.  Bosworth,  Wm.  Ward,  H.  Moiil- 
ton,  E.  P.  Stevens,  S.  Heath,  D.  K.  Bannister,  Wm.  Kim* 
ball,  C.  Haywood,  W.  Willicntt,  L.  Wing,  J.  W.  Lewis, 
W.  Taylor,  E.  Bugbee,  E.  K.  Avery,  C.  C.  Barnes,  P. 
Marsh,  L.  Frost,  P.  R.  Sawyer,  D.  Mason,  G.  W.  Green, 
Moses  Palmer,  Wm.  Bordwell,  E.  A.  Manning,  Ichabod 
Marcy,  A.  Taylor,  A.  A.  Cook,  1).  K.  Merrill  and  Wm. 
Penticost. 

Cbarlemont  liad  its  revolutionary  soldiers.  Col.  Hugh 
Maxwell,  wbo  lived  in  tbat  portion  of  the  town  now  within 
the  bonruls  of  Heatli,  was  a  distinguished  officer  in  that 
struggle.  He  was  an  Irislmian  by  birth,  and  was  lost  at 
sea,  on  a  passajje  to  England.  The  pensioners  of  the  town 
are  Jonathan  Howard,  Martin  Bice  and  Josiah  Pierce,  the 
latter  of  whom  was  at  the  laying  of  the  comer  stone  of  the 
Bunlvf  T-  Hill  monument.  Othniel  and  Tertius  Taylor, 
sons  of  Othniel,  served  through  the  war.  Tertius  obtained 
a  Lieutenant's  commission,  and  was  at  the  battles  of  Stony 
Pomt,  King's  Bridge,  White  Plains  and  Saratoga.  Othniel 
served  as  Captain,  and  after  the  war  was  Colonel  of  the 
militia.  Suleequently  he  removed  to  Canandaigua,  N.  T., 
and  after  passing  through  many  reverses  and  vicissitudei^ 
died  at  that  place  in  1819,  at  the  age  of  66,  the  youngest 
of  that  remarkable  family. 

The  lawyers  of  Charlemont  have  been  Joseph  Bridg- 
man,  Sylvester  Maxwell,  Emory  Washburn,  (late  Grov- 
emor  of  ^lassacbusetts,)  Joseph  P.  Allen  and  Ed  win  H. 
Porter.  The  physicians  have  been  Moses  Heaton,  Stephen- 
Bates,  George  Win  slow,  Wm.  R.  Bates,  Stephen  Bates, 
Jr.,  Merritt  F.  Potter,  David  B.  Hawkes  and  Ashman  11. 
Taylor.   The  following  are  among  the  natives  of  Charle- 
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moat  who  have  graduated  at  colleges :  Rev.  Jedediah  Bush* 
nell,  Sylvester  Maxwell,  Rev.  Roawell  Hawkes,  Rev.  Sam- 
uel Leooardy  Constant  Field,  Rev.  James  Ballard,  Stephen 
Bates,  Joseph  White,  Joseph  Hawkes,  Rev.  Daniel  KicCy 
Dr.  M.  F.  Potter,  Eev.  Theron  M.  Hawkes,  Wm«  Legate. 
Notwilbetanding  this  mmiewhat  numerous  list,  no  pastor, 
no  lawyer,  no  native  graduate,  and  but  one  physician  has 
a  grave  in  Charlemont 

In  the  Constitittional  Convention  of  1780,  Charlemont 
was  represented  by  Dea.  Aaron  Bice;  in  1820,  by  Ci^L 
Asahel  Judd;  in  1853,  hy.  Rev.  Aaron  Foster* 
.  The  total  taxation  of  Charlemont  for  1853  was  $3,801^ 
of  which  $600  was  appropriated  for  schools.  The  num- 
ber of  ratable  polls  is  277.  The  territory  covers  upwards 
of  21  square  miles.  The  Post  office  was  established  in 
1816.  The  population  in  1840  was  1,181 ;  in  1850, 1,188 ; 
increase  in  ten  years,  7. 

COLERAINE. 

On  the  27th  of  June,  1785,  the  larger  part  of  the  terri- 
tory of  Coleraine  was  {rranted,  with  two  other  townsliips, 
to  the  town  of  Boston,  in  answer  to  a  petition  of  the  inhuh- 
itants  of  that  town,  setting  forth  the  facts  of  their  paying 
about  one-fifth  of  the  Colony  tax  annually,  the  great 
amount  of  money  expended  by  them  for^  schooling,  and  the 
large  amount  paid  annually  for  the  support  of  the  poor. 
Coleraine  was  the  second  of  these  townships,  and  was  first 
called  ^  No.  2,"  or  "  Boston  township.  No.  2."  The  first 
settlement  was  made  ia  1732,  by  two  brothers — Andrew 
aud  John  Smith,  who  had  been  residents  of  Deerfield.  Be- 
coming dissatisfied  with  the  people  of  ^t  town^  they  re- 
move beyond  its  limits,  and  built  their  house  on  the  fana 
now  occupied  by  William  Coombs.  They  lived  at  their 
new  home  about  two  years,  and  then,  in  consequence  of 
the  Indian  troubles,  abandoned  it,  and  did  not  return  until 
after  the  grant  to  the  town  of  Boston,  when  they,  with 
others,  become  permanent  settlers.  The  first  inhabitants 
pf  Coleraine  were  mostly  of  that  class  of  men  known  as 
the  Scotch  Irish."  Some  of  them  emigrated  from  the 
•  province  of  Ulster,  in  1719;  others  did  not  leave  Ireland 
until  about  the  time  of  the  settlement  of  the  town,  in  173 G. 
Many  of  tiicm  lived  in  Londonderry,  N.  H.,  and  some,  ia 
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Wobuniy  Stow,  Roxburj  and  Pelham,  in  this  State,  after 
their  arrival  in  America,  before  they  settled  in  Ck>leranie* 

They  were  a  robust  set  of  men,  six  feet  or  more  in 
higbty  with  frames  of  coixesponding  size ;  possessing  con- 
stitutions capable  of  great  endorancey  and  fitted  fi>r  any 
emergency*  There  seems  .to  have  been  one  exception,  in 
the  person  of  Jo|m  Kewman,  who  was  very  small  in^sta&> 
ure,  but  who  possessed  great  personal  courage.  It  was 
said  of  him  that  he  would  not  tnm  from  any  wild  animal 
that  crossed  his  path.  Ak  one  time,  in  passing  over  one 
of  the  high  hills,  he  saw  a  catamonnt  in  a  tree,  and  having 
no  gun,  he  armed  himself  with  a  good  cudgel,  climbed  the 
tree,  succeeded  in  killin"^  the  catamount,  took  him  on  his 
back,  and  carried  him  to  the  house  of  Lieut.  PennelL 

As  early  as  1738,  the  settlers  chose  a  committee  to  man- 
age the  affairs  of  the  settlement  Amonj?  their  lir?t  acts 
was  cue,  setting  apart  a  lot  for  ministt  rial  use,  and  apftro- 
priating  crrtain  sums  to  be  expended  annually  in  improv- 
ing said  lots.  In  1741  and  2,  the  proprietors  Imilt  the  first 
meetnig  houso,  on  one  of  the  highest  picncs  of  land  in  the 
town,  near  the  Nortli-"West  comer  of  the  old  burial  ground. 
In  1742,  thej  entered  into  a  contract  with  James  Fairser- 
vice  to  build  a  grist-mill,  they  paying  a  part  of  the  ex- 
pense. This  mill  was  the  first  built  in  town,  and  was  loca- 
ted on  the  place  where  L.  Ljon's  mills  now  stand*  It  was  - 
bnmed  by  the  Indians  m  one  of  their  maraudhig  incnr« 
nonS)  about  1757. 

On  the  29th  of  June,  1740,  was  bom  the  first  white 
child  in  towD,— Martha,  daughter  of  Hugh  and  Martha 
Morrison.  The  first  white  male  child  was  Abraham,  son 
of  John  and  Sarah  Pennell,  bom  March  2l8t,  1741.  The 
Urat  warrant  for  a  meeting  of  the  settlers  was  issued  hj 
Thomas  Wells  on  petition  of  Andrew  Smith,  John  Clark, 
James  Barry,  Alexander  Herroun,  Alexander  Clark,  John 
Fennel],  Samuel- Clark,  Matthew  Clark,  Hugh  Henry, 
John  Henderson,  James  Clark,  William  Clark,  Thomas 
Cockran,  and  Robert  Hunter.  These  were  some  of  the 
first  settlers. 

It  became  necessary  at  an  early  period  of  the  settlement 
to  guard  against  the  wily  savage.  Three  ibris  were  built, 
which  many  times  saved  the  people  from  a  iiorrid  death, 
or  a  more  horrid  captivity.    The  Indians  usually  kept  at 

29 


Digitized  by  Google 


dSS  COLBRAIKB. 

a  good  distance  from  the  fortSi  seldom  coming  within  gun* 
shot  of  them.  The  inhabitaots  were  always  on  the  look- 
out for  them,  and  were  not  often  surprised.    A  party  of 

Indians  jit  one  time  (1740)  appeared  on  the  highLands 
about  one  liundred  rods  ILiiaL  ut  the  house  of  Matthew 
Clark.  Mr.  Clark  liiistened  at  once,  with  his  family,  con- 
sistiug  of  a  wife  and  several  children, to  Fort  Lucas,  which 
was  the  nearest  place  of  safety.  Clark  kept  in  the  rear 
of  his  liunily,  and  kept  tlie  Indians  at  hay  till  they  arrived 
at  the  fort.  He  was  so  hard  pressed  by  the  savages  that 
he  was  obliged  to  secrete  himseJf  under  a  bridge^  where  he 
was  discovered  and  sljot. 

This  occurred  on  the  10th  of  May,  1746,  near  the  house 
now  occupied  by  Mr.  Josiah  Ilaynes.    The  sanic  fact  less 
circumstantially  stated  will  be  found  in  the  Outline  Histo- 
ry.   About  the  same  time  that  Clark  was  shot,  a  Mr.  Mills 
was  shot  and  killed  near  his  own  door ;  and  it  was  also 
sapposed  that  a  woman  of  the  name  of  Pennell  was  taken 
captive  by  the  Indians.    She  was  seen  by  some  of  the  set- 
tlers near  the  dose  of  the  day,  passing  along  the  road,  but 
she  did  not  return  home,  and  no  trace  of  her  was  ever 
found.    Not  long  after  this  affair^  one  of  the  settlers  was 
surprised  that  his  cow  did  not  return,  as  usuaL   He  took 
his  gun,  and  went  in  the  direction  where  he  supposed  he 
should  be  most  likely  to  find  her.   After  traveling  awhile^ 
he  heard  her  bell,  but  thought'  it  sounded  strangely.  He 
could  hear  it  ring  very  rapidly  for  a  minute,  and  then  en- 
tirely cease.   He  passed  along  cautiously,  occasionally 
hearing  the  bell,  and  getting  near  the  sound,  ulhtil  he  saw 
an  Indian,  sitting  upon  a  rock,  the  hell  in  one  hand  and 
his  gun  in  the  other.    The  Indian  rang  the  bell,  and  then 
laid  it  down,  and  commenced  pecking  ihe  i\mt  in  his  gun, 
and,  while  in  this  act,  the  settler  shot  him.    He  imme- 
<liately  <ied  to  the  tort,  and  having  obtained  suitable  assist- 
ance,  returned  to  the  spot,  but  no  Indian  was  to  be  found. 
They  tracked  him  some  distance  by  the  blood,  but  soon 
lost  all  trace  of  him.    It  was  supposed,  as  the  savages 
were  always  careful  that  their  df 'ad  should  not  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  whites,  that  his  companions  found  liis  dead 
body,  and  carried  it  away  during  the  settlers  absence. 

In  the  last  I'rench  and  Indian  war.  in  1 7'^)G-7-8-0,  thero 
were  a  number  of  soldiers  from  this  town  who  belonged  to 

-      f  .  ^  '      *  »^  -        ...     "m       ^  ^ 
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a  eompaify  known  as  ^  Rodger^s  Bwigen."  Some  of  theni 
were  at  the  batUe  of  Qaebee»  when  Gen.  Wolfe  waskilled 
Among  theae  were  John  Bolton  and  David  Morris.  Tha 
Lidians  were  more  troublesome  to  the  settlers  of  Coleraine 
in  this  war  than  in  the  previous  one.  Thej  had  constantly 
to  keep  a  watch,  ami  at  times  did  not  ooonder  it  safe  to  go 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  settlemenL  Fort  Morrison  was 
situated  in  the  Northerly  part  of  Uie  town,  on  the  interval, 
not  far  from  North  river.  At  a  short  distance  West  of 
the  fort  Wtis  a  mouritaui,  rising  f[uitc  abru|>tly  to  the  hight 
of  several  hundred  feet.  Upon  the  side  of  thiii  liiuuntain, 
the  liidians  were  frequently  to  be  seen,  and  from  here  they 
could  see  many  of  the  homes  of  the  sctth  rs.  On  one  oc- 
casion, the  people  in  Fort  Morrison  became  satisfied  that 
the  savages  were  in  the  vicinity  ol  that  lort,  and.  was 
customar}  ,  they  sent  two  men,  Capt.  John  Morrison  and 
John  Ilcnry,  to  notify  the  people  in  the  other  forts.  The 
savages  seeing  them  leave  the  f(>i-t,  started  in  pursuit,  and 
fired  upon  them',  breaking  Morrison*s  arm.  The  Indians 
hy  their  horrid  yells  and  tierce  gestures  frightened  a  horse 
which  happened  to  be  in  their  way.  The  horse  took  the 
same  path  that  Morrison  and  Henry  had  taken,  and  when 
he  came  up  to  them,  Henry,  without  saddle  or  bridle, 
mounted  him,  and  assisted  his  wounded  companion  to  get 
on  behind.  By  letting  the  horse  manage  affairs  himself, 
he  soon  carried  them  out  of  the  way  of  the  enemy, 
and  safely  arrived  with  them  at  Fort  Lucas.  The  savages 
fiulmg  to  get  the  scalps  of  Morrison  and  Henry,  went  to 
the  house  cf  l^prrison,  set  fire  to  it»and  his  bam,  and  de- 
stroyed them. 

"Eeaij  in  1759,  they  again  made  their  appearance  on  the 
luU  West  of  the  fort.  From  their  post  of  observation  the 
movements  of  the  people  about  the  fort  could  plainly  be 

seen.    One  day,  several  men  left  the  fort,  and  the  savages 

believing  it  nearly  defenseless,  when  night  came,  attempted 
no  take  it.  There  were  but  tliree  men  in  the  fort,  Maj. 
"Wilhu  d  from  Deei  held.  Dea.  Hurlburt  and  Joseph  McCowu 
or  McCowen.  Maj.  ^V  11  lard  was  wounded  soon  after  the 
attack,  bO  that  he  was  unable  to  render  any  a«?sistance. 
Some  of  the  women  in  thb  fort  melted  their  ten[)ots  and 
made  bullets,  others  of  tlieni  loaded  the  guns,  and  the  two 
men  iired  so  i'su&i  that  the  savages  were  led  to  believe  that 
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As  Itei  was  fnll  of  men ;  cad  to  conAn  tina  belief  tiM 
more,  Dea.  Hurlburt,  who  was  a  large  and  powerful  man, 
and  who  bad  a  Toice  of  thunder,  would  017  oat  to  the  Bed 
SUaay  to  ^come  on**  as  thej  were  ^readj  for  theoLf* 
Mnch  of  the  night  was  passed  in  this  kind  of  fightiDg,  until, 
finally,  the  savages  condnded  that  tkej  must  adopt  some 
other  means  to  aeoomplish  their  purpose*  Thej  went  ta 
OM  of  the  bams  in  ^e  Ticinitj,  and  piled  upon  a  cert  a. 
load  of  swingling  tow,  believing  that  bj  keeping  the  load 
in  front  of  them,  so  as  to  protect  them  Urook  the  gans  of 
the  fort,  they  mi^ht,  with  safety,  place  it  in  immediate  con- 
tact with  it,  and  then,  by  setting  it  on  fire,  they  would  bum 
the  fort  and  those  in  it,  or  compel  them  to  surrender.  Day- 
light coming  before  the  Indians  got  tlieir  load  to  their  lort, 
and  not  deeming  it  wife  to  go  within  gun-shot  of  the  whites 
after  this  time,  they  relinquished  their  intentions,  and  with- 
drew ill  to  tbo  forest.  Early  in  the  attack,  Maj.  Willard 
oaucscd  the  i  hiMi  eii  to  be  warmly  clad,  not  doubting  that 
betbre  morning  tliey  would  be  in  the  hands  of  the  savages, 
and  on  their  way  to  C;iiiada.  Soon  alter  this  night  conflict, 
»7oseph  McCowen,  wife,  and  a  son  six  months  old,  were  sur- 
prised, and  taken  prisoners  by  the  Indians.  Mrs.  McCowen 
was  a  corpulent  woman,  and  before  the  close  of  the  first 
dale's  march  she  became  so  much  exhausted  as  to  be  unable 
to  reach  their  camp  for  the  night.  The  savages  permitted 
her  husband  to  go  back  and  remain  with  her  a  short  Ume, 
but  would  not  idlow  him  to  assist  her,  in  reaching  the  camp. 
He  was  soon  compeUed  to  leave  her,  and,  as  soon  as  he 
turned  his  back,  the  savages  buried  their  topiahawksinher 
head.  He  was  taken  to  Canada,  and,  after  a  few  years, 
turned  to  the  home  of  his  early  life.  The  child  was  kindly 
cared  for  by  the  savages,  and  was  sold  to  a  French  lady 
who  adopted  him  a3  her  own.  The  fiuher  was  permitted 
to  see  him  oocaaionally,  as  long  as  he  remained  in  captivity. 
After  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr.  McColwen  went  to  Canada 
to  procure  his  child,  but  was  unable  to  find  him.  He  again 
returned  to  Colcraine,  and  soon  learned  that  his  boy,  who 
had  grown  to  be  a  tall  hid,  had  been  secreted,  and  kept  from 
his  sight.  Another  attempt  to  reclaim  his  child  proved 
equally  fruitless.  ' 

After  the  close  of  the  Indian  war,  many  persons  who  had 
left  Coleraine,  for  places  of  greater  security,  returned  to 
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tihdr' homes,  and  ^fAm  enme  lato  Umn  in  gaeh  numben 
thatyin  1767,  abcntniaelyfanin  were  oeeopied,  with  abort 
ftur  hundred  acres  of  land  anbdoed  for  tillage,  about  the. 
Hune  number  of  acres  for  pasturing;  and  mo^ng  land 
enough  to  yield  live  hundred  tuns  of  hay  annually.  Some 
of  the  settlers  who  came  from  Roxbury  I)roiight  with  them 
a  few  nejrrocs,  who  were  slaves  until  tlic  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution. The  inhabitants  of  the  town  took  a  very  lirm  and 
diCcided  stand  at  the  commencem(?nt  of  that  strugsrle. 

At  a  town  meetinor  lifld  Auji^ust  2,  1773,  a  coriiniiuee 
was  chosen  to  draii  a  preaiiilile  and  resolutions,  and  in  an- 
swer to  a  communication  from  the  town  oi  Jiostc|ny  tk&y  b&j  : 

m 

Although  we  are  an  mfant  settlement,  we  look  upon  our 
liberties  as  dear  to  us  as  if  we  were  the  oldest  in  the  province; 

and  do,  with  the  most  sincere  regard,  acknowledge  the  vigi- 
lance and  care  discovered  by  the  town  of  Boston,  re**ppcling 
publick  rights  and  liberties — would  inform  you  that  this  town 
do  and  will  heartily  concur  with  you  in  all  salutary,  constilu- 
tional,  proper  measures  for  the  redress  of  those  in#lerable 
grievances  which  threaten  us  with  lolal  destruction.  We 
would  ever  esteem  ourselves  obliged  to  the  town  of  Boston, 
the  eapitol  of  this  province ;  may  she  rejoice  m  perpetual 
prosperity,  may  wisdom  direct  her  in  all  her  oonsultationsi 
may  her  spirited  prudence  render  her  a  terror  to  the  enemies 
of  our  Constituti(Nii|  and  may  every  town  and  every  colony  in 
America  be  awakened  to  a  sense  of  danger,  and  unite  in  the 
glorious  cause  of  liberty  ;  may  this  land  be  purged  from  evil 
and  designing  men,  that  want  to  bring  slavery  on  a  loyal  and 
dutiful  people  to  his  Majesty,  and  mnv  riThteoiis!ie^«^  be  ex- 
alted, that  God  Almighty  may  be  our  God,  as  he  was  the  God 
of  our  forf^iitln  rs,  and  mav  ue  be  possessed  with  virtue,  re- 
ligiou  and  publick  spirit,  which  warmed  and  animated  our 


that  have  been  instrumental  in  bringing  to  light  things  that 
have  been  hid,  and  hope  by  unitiog  we  may  stand." 

Almost  all  the  able  bodied  men  were  engaged  more  or 
less  of  the  time  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  the 
town  taxed  itself  almost  beyond  endurance^  for  the  further* 
ance  of  the  cause  of  liberty. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  war,  the  men  who  went 
from  Coleraine  joined  companies  from  other  towns.  In 
1777,  a  company  of  artificers  was  raised  in  town,  with 
Jdim  Wood  aa  captain,  and  John  Bolton  as  first  lieutenant. 
Tfaia  oQuqpany  was  soon  atfitipned  At  Wes(  "^imU  Th^ 


'  ancestors.    We  conclude  with 


ratitude  to  all 
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oAoors  received  their  commiHiiMi  September  6,  1777. 
Oxpt  Wood  reeeiyed  hia  dkoluurgey  after  Ike  ezpimtkm  of 
a  few  nonthsi  wbea  the  comiiiand  deyolTQd  on  Lieol.  Bol*' 
too.  He  was  one  of  the  beet  praetkial  meehaaics  in  thia 
])art  of  the  colony.  He  had  aJbo  men  who  had  s^ed  in 
the  French  and  Indian  warsy  and  it  was  by  his  ioflaeooa 
thai  the  company  was  raised. 

After  about  two  his  men  became  dtsconteoted. 

Tlicy  were  badly  clothed,  and  otherwise  uncomfortable. 
They  tuld  liieir  commander  that  his  promises  to  tliem  were 
not  iullilli  J,  and  that  they  must  leave  him,  unless  some- 
thin  ir  ( ould  be  done  to  render  them  more  comfortable. 
Bolton,  engaged  with  his  whole  soui  in  the  cause  of  free- 
dom, and,  confident  that  his  country  would  not  let  him 
sijffer  for  any  ?acrifief^  lie  might  make,  left  the  camp  on 
furlough  and  returned  to  Colerainc,  where  he  possessed  a 
valuable  property.  He  raised  by  bond  and  mortgage  all 
the  monev  he  could,  took  it  with  him  to  West  Point,  and 
paid  it  tfms  men.  He  was  chief  engineer  in  the  construc- 
tion of  all  the  works  at  West  Point ;  also  in  building  the 
Croton  Riyer  Bridge,  and  in  throwing  the  chain  across 
North  River.  Boltcm,  with  his  company,  remained  at 
West  Point  until  the  dose  of  the  war,  when  they  received 
their  discharge;  but,  bemg  Massachusetts  soldiers,  they 
were  not  paid  ofl^  and  they  were  obliged  to  get  to  their 
homes  as  best  they  dould,  some  of  the  way  by  begging, 
after  going  half  staryed,  and  enduring  more  from  hunger 
and  exhaustion  than  they  had  at  any  time  during  the  war. 
After  yarious  hardships,  they  arriyed  at  Cokraine,  where 
the  most  of  them  had  good  and  comfortable  homes.  Not 
so  witli  tlie  commander.  He  arrived  at  his  home  only  to 
be  driven  with  his  family  from  it,  a  wanderer  upon  the  face 
of  the  earth.  After  a  time  he  gathered  the  little  fragments 
of  his  property  that  were  left,  and  emigrated  to  New  York, 
where  he  resided  with  some  of  his  children.  He  was  a 
man  of  ardent  temperament,  and  was  always  inclined  to 
look  on  the  brip^ht  side  of  things,  until  old  age  began  to 
come  on,  wiiich,  with  poverty,  and  the  thought  of  In's  iin- 
reqtnted  sacrifices  for  his  country,  made  him  melancholy 
and  moodv  for  a  few  years  before  his  death,  which  occur- 
red in  1807. 

Capt.  MoClelkn,  with  a  company  mostty  ftom  ColmiMM^ 
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at  the  tMittfe  of  SliUwale^  He  waa  on  seveml  oec»* 
eioas  ehosea  tQ  peifono  perilous  dutj.  After  tbe  belde 
of  StiUwater,  General  Burgoyne  sent  forward  a  compaiir 
of  artificers,  protected  bya  strong  guard,  to  prepare  a  way 
of  retreat  It  became  necessary  for  the  i^nerioan  com- 
nander  to  have  those  works,  so  &r  as  they  had  been  com* 
pleted,  destroyed*  Captain  McClellan,  and  his  craipany 
were  chosen  to  perform  this  duty.  Under  cover  of  ni^ht, 
they  went  and  destroyed  a  bridge  which  the  enemy  had 
erected.  On  their  return  to  the  American  camp,  they 
passed  a  house  in  w  liich  Captain  M.  conjectured  a  pai  l  of 
the  guard  sent  forward  by  Gen.  Burgoyne  might  be  station- 
ed. Ih'  ])laced  his  men  around  the  honse,  so  tiiat  no  one 
could  escape,  and  then  ordered  two  of  them  to  fire  at  the 
door;  upon  which  a  company  of  .'!!  mon  came  out.  A 
battle  ensued  in  which  all  of  the  enemy  were  killrfl  save 
two,  who  were  taken  jnisoners.  These  two  aft(  rwards 
joined  the  Ameri(>:in  army,  and  Capt.  McClellan  s  (  < miputiy ; 
and  wiien  he  returned  to  Coleraine,  they  came  with  iiim« 
The  name  of  one  was  Harris,  the  other,  Bond, — fatlier  of 
James  Bond,  recently  of  Heath*  Capt.  McClellany  ibr 
many  years,  was  one  of  the  principal  men  of  tbe  town* 
He  was  a  man  of  sterling  intercity,  kind  and  affilble  m»»* 
BorSi  and  was  beloved  by  aU  who  knew  him. 

Col.  William  Stevens,  an  active  spirit  in  the  great  drama 
of  the  Revolutioot  was  for  a  nnmber  of  years  a  resident 
of  Coleraine.  Previous  to  the  commeneement  of  the 
war  he  lived  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston.  On  one  occasion, 
ha  was  in  the  town,  when  some  British  officers  were  ii»- 
sftnicting  a  company  of  men  in  the  art  of  firing  heavy 
ordnance.  Young  StevenB  was  very  inquisitive  to  know 
how  much  a  gun  should  be  elevated  to  carry  a  given  dis- 
tance. A^r  answering  his  questions  for  some  time,  one 
of  the  officers  remarked  to  another  that  perhaps  they  were 
not  doing  right,  in  instructing  the  little  Yankee,  as  he 
might  soon  be  pointing  the  ^^iu\6  at  them.  His  fears  prov- 
ed well  founded.  Young  Stevens  entered  the  service,  and 
was  connected  with  that  arm  of  defense  which  was  his 
favorite,  the  artilh  rv.  It  is  said  of  liim  that  he  was  one 
of  the  be^t  ^liots  wiili  heavy  ordnance  in  the  American 
army,  lie  conlinuod  in  the  service  until  the  clo^e  of  tbe 
war,  when  he  roturned  to.  Coleraine,  and  enga|;ed  in  mer- 
cantiie  pursuits. 
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The  people  of  Oolendiie»  in  oonseqiience  of  tiieezMiiie 
'  dtatrM  in  whieh  Ihej  found  themselyes  at  fhe  clo^e  of  the* 
BoToltttion)  fiitnished  many  active  sympathizers  to  the 
Shays  Rebellion. 

The  present  Congregational  Chnreh  in  Goleraine  was 
originally  Presbyterian,  and  was  doubtless  fomed  in  1750. 
The  change  to  the  Congregational  mode  of  government 
was  miide  Doc.  \K  1H19.  Kev.  Alexunder  McDowell,  the 
first  pastor,  \v;i-  (>t  il:nnc(l  Sept.  28,  1753.  lie  was  a  grad- 
uate of  llarvaid,  tiiud^h  a  native  of  Ireland.  He  was 
dismi-wd  in  17G1,  on  account  of  intemperance,  and  was 
succeeded  June  1,  1769,  by  Kev.  Daniel  MeClellan.  He 
wa^  l>«im  in  Pennsylvania,  but  received  his  education  in 
Edinburgh,  Scotland.  He  died  while  in  the  pastoral  office, 
Apni  21,  1773.  Rev.  Samuel  Taggart  was  ordained  in 
his  place  Feb.  9,  1777,  and  died  in  Coleraine,  April  24, 
1825,  at  the  age  of  71.  He  represented  his  district  in 
Congress  tor  14  years  succeeding  1804,  and  it  is  recorded 
of  him  that  he  read  his  Bible  through  every  winter  he  was 
in  Washington.  He  was  a  man  of  strong  mental  powers, 
and  noted  eccentricities  of  habit  and  character.  He  was 
saoeeeded  Aug.  5,  1829,  by  Rev.  Aretas  Loomis,  who  was 
dismissed  March  9,  183(),  anft  who  was  sneceeded  May  3f 
1837,  by  Rev.  Horatio  Plagg,  who  remained  until  Maj 
2d,  1848.  Bey.  Cyrus  W.  Allen  was  instaUed  in  his  plaee 
Feb.  28, 1849,  and  dismissed  Nor.  23, 1852. 

The  First  Baptist  Church  in  Goleraine  was  formed  Sept 
5, 1780,  with  19  members.  In  1858,  it  had  96  members. 
The  pastors  have  been  Ber.  Messrs.  E.  Smith,  Obed  War- 
ren, John  Green,  B.  Freeman,  Thomas  Porrington,  George 
Witherill,  James  Parsons,  George  Bobinson,  J.  M.  Pur- 
rington,  Joseph  Hodges,  Francis  Smith,  Milo  Frary,  An- 
thony V.  Dimock,  and  William  E.  Stowe. 

The  Second  l^aptist  Church  was  formed  la  1786,  and, 
in  Ib53,  had  30  members.  Kev.  Kdmund  Lit tlt  fi old  preach- 
ed 18  years,  and  Rev.  Edward  Davenport  supjjlied  them, 
more  oi  less,  for  about  o5  years.  Fifteen  Baptist  preach- 
ers have  oriirinated  iu  Coleraine. 

A  Melliodist  class  was  formed  in  1832,  and  the  ibliow- 
ing  preachers  have  ministered  to  the  church  ;  Rev.  Messrs?. 
J.  D.  Bridge,  E.  Mason,  Freeman  Nutting,  D.  E.  Chapin, 
II.  P.  ]  Tall  John  Cadwell,  W.  A,  Braman,  A.  S.  Fli^ 
W.  M.  Hubbard,  and  Middleton. 
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Coleraine  was  incorporated  June  80,  1701,  and  was 
named  in  honor  of  Lord  Coleraine  of  Ireland,  to  which 
fact  is  attached  the  usual  legend  of  a  bell,  sent  by  liim  in 
acknowledgmeotf  which,  with  the  uniform  bad  luck  in  all 
those  casesy  never  reached  its  destinatioo«  In  1779,  ibat 
part  of  Bernardston  lying  West  of  Green  River  was  an- 
nexed  to  Coleraine^  which,  with  a  gpre  of  land  added  at 
the  North,  makes  the  town  territoriallj  one  of  the  largeit 
in  the  couDty. 

The  people  are  mostly  engaged  in  agricultural  employ- 
ments. There  are  14  sawmills,  that  manufacture  1,5<^,000 
feet  of  lumber  annually,  the  most  of  which  is  consumed  in 
the  town.   There  are  five  mills  for  making  broom-handles, 

two  for  making  wash-boards,  one  for  lather-boxes,  one  for 
wagon-shaft5!,  one  for  borinf];-m  a  chines,  one  boot  factory, 
one  sjish.  blind  and  door  factory,  one  iron  louiidry  and 
one  taunt'iy.  The  first  cotton  mill  built  in  the  county 
was  put  in  operation  in  Coleraiiic,  by  Warren  1\  AVing 
and  others,  in  1814.  For  a  few  years,  cotton  was  spun  in 
the  mill  and  woven  in  families,  in  the  vitnnity.  Shattuck 
and  Whittin  now  operate  the  mill,  and  make  1,000,000 
yards  printing  goods  annually.  In  182'^,  Joseph  Griswold, 
Jr.,  went  into  Coleraine,  and  commenced  m;tking  .^ash, 
doors  and  blinds.  Two  or  three  years  afterwai'ds  he  added 
the  manufacture  of  augers,  gimlets  and  shaving  boxes  to 
his  business.  In  1832,  he  built  a  mill,  and  filled  it  with 
machinery  for  making^  printing  cloths,  and,  in  1835,  the 
second  mill  for  the  same  purpose.  The  property  in  1840, 
passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Oris  wold  ville  Manufacturing 
Company,  in  which  Mr.  Griswold  is  the  principal  owner, 
and  of  which  he  has  since  been  the  agent  Nov*  7, 1851, 
one  of  the  mills  was  burnt  In  12  working  days,  another 
mill,  80  feet  by  40,  was  put  up  and  ready  to  receive  its 
machinery, — an  exhibition  of  the  energy  of  Coleraine's 
most  enterprising  man.  This  company  make  2,000,000 
yards  of  printing  cloths  annually. 

Coleraine  contains  19  school  distribts.  For  the  support 
of  schools,  the  town  annually  appropriates  about  $1,200, 
and  the  people  give  in  board,  fuel,  &:e.,  about  Sf 00  more. 
Population  in  1840,  1,930  j  in  IboO,  1,764;  decrease  in 
ten  years,  166, 


Digitized  by  Google 


di6  CONWAT. 

COJNWAY* 

The  territoiy  of  Conway  orlginallj  belonged  to  Deer- 
fleldy  and  had  no  settlers  previous  to  1763*  Daring  tliat 
year,  Cjms  Bice  became  the  first  settler,  and  his  daughter 
Beiilahy  bom  the  next  jear,  was  the  first  difld  bom  in  the 
town.  Other  early  settlers  were  Israel  Gates,  Ebenczer 
Allis,  Consider  Arms,  Elias  Dickinsqn,  Jonathan  Whitne}'-, 
Thomas  French,  Israel  Wilder,  EHsha  Amsden,  Solomon 
Fields  and  John  Boyden,  whose  son  riohii,  now  livinir,  was 
the  tirsL  male  child  bom  in  Conway.  Deerfield,  G ration, 
Barre,  Leicester  and  Rutland  furnished  the  first  settlers. 
Oil  tlie  l')th  of  June,  1767,"  Southwest," as  it  was  kuo^vn, 
was  ini orporated  as  a  town  with  the  name  of  Conway. 
The  tirst  town  meeting  wa?  held  at  the  house  of  Thomas 
French,  Aug.  24,  of  the  same  year,  when  Thomas  French, 
Consider  Arms  and  Samuel  Wells  were  chosen  selectmen, 
and  Consider  Arms,  clerk.  At  a  meeting  held  at  Joseph 
Catlin's,  three  weeks  later,  measures  were  taken  to  procure 
preaching,  and  "  to  purchase  law  books."  A  committee  was 
also  appointed  to  find  the  center  of  the  town,  with  refer- 
ence to  bnikling  a  meeting  house*  The  committee  made  a 
report,  at  a  subsequent  meeting,  which  was  excepted," 
but  it  was  not  until  after  much  contention,  and  the  passage 
of  nearly  two  years,  that  the  site  was  fixed  upon,*— about 
80  rods  South  of  the  present  Congregational  Church. 

December  28,  1767,  the  first  appropriation  was  made 
for  a  public  school,  to  be  kept  five  months  by  ^b,  dame,^ 
which  dame,  Ebeneaser  AUis,  Nathaniel  Fields  and  Benja* 
min  PoUifer  were  instructed  to  provide.  There  was  no 
school  house  until  1773,  when  one  was  built  a  few  rods 
Northeast  of  the  meeting  house.  The  annual  appropria- 
tion of  money  i'or  schools,  for  the  lirst  6  or  8  years,  was 
about  £10.  In  1774,  £80  were  voted,  but  the  next  year- 
no  api)ropriation  was  made,  tluubtless  in  consequence  of 
the  war.  This  is  the  only  instance,  however,  of  failure  to 
provide  annually  for  schooling.  The  amount  has  been  in- 
creased, from  year  to  year,  until,  in  1854,  the  appropria- 
tion aniomfted  to  SI. 200  for  public  school*,  with  an  addi- 
tional provision  for  scholarships  in  the  Academy,  be9fo\N  ed 
upon  the  most  deservint^  pupil  selected  trom  the  common 
schools.    The  town  is  divided  into  Xd  school  districts. 


Digitized  by  Google 


%  CONWAY.  M7 

A  select  s(  h  ool  has  been  nmiutained  in  the  town  for  manj 
yeai's,  and  was  taught  throuirh  '2\^  term*,  by  John  Clary. 
In  1853.  a  handsome  buildiiiL!:  ^vu^  rrcc  tcd  l)y  subscription, 
and  is  now  occupi(  d  by  a  large  and  nourishing  school. 

The  first  meeting  house,  to  which  reference  has  already 
been  made,  was  erected  during  the  Summer  of  1769,  but 
remaised  for  a  long  time  unfiiniighed,  except  with  a  pulpit 
and  a  pew  for  the  family  of  the  nunister.  The  internal 
anaogements  of  the  house  were  not  completed  within  20 
years.  As  the  house  was  not  wanned,  a  lodge  was  con- 
atructed  within  a  short  distanee^  at  which  a  prodigiooa  fire 
was  kept  on  Snndays,  that  was  resorted  to  in  &e  moining 
and  at  noon.  Previous  to  the  erection  of  the  hnildingi  the 
town  meetings  were  usually  held  at  the  houses  of  Jonathan 
Whitney  (near  where  Charles  Parsons  now  lives)  and 
Capt.  F^ch ;  whUe  the  religions  meetings  were  held  at 
the  houses  of  Jonathan  Whitney,  Nathimiel  Field  and 
Joseph  Catlin. 

The  first  minister  settled  in  Conway  was  Rev.  John  Em- 
erson, who  was  oidaiued  as  the  pastor  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  December  21,  17G9.  The  church  itself  was 
organized  July  14,  1768,  with  32  members.  Mr.  Emer- 
son was  a  native  of  Maiden,  and  a  graduate  of  Harvard 
in  17  G4.  He  died  while  in  the  pastoral  office  in  Conway, 
June  26,  182G,  at  the  age  of  81.  During  his  life,  he  ad- 
mitted 580  persons  to  his  church,  wrote  about  3,500  ser- 
mons, followed  1,037  of  his  people  to  the  grave,  and,  in  • 
fifty  years,  administered  baptism  to  1,219  subjects.  Rev.  ^ 
£dward  Hitchcock,  D.  LL.  D.,  was  ordained  pastor 
June  21,  1821,  and  was  dismissed  October  25,  1825.  He 
was  bom  in  Deerfield  May  24, 1793.  After  his  dismission  ' 
from  Conway,  he  became  professor  of  Chemistry  and  Nat- 
ural History  in  Amherst  C!ollege,  and  held  the  professor- 
ship for  twenty  year%  or  until  1845,  when  he  was  chosen 
president  of  the  Institution.  He  resigned  the  presidency 
in  1854.  In  his  elaborate  wwks  on  geology,  he  has  tak^ 
the  lead  of  all  American  writers.  Bev.  Daniel  Crosby  of 
Hampden,  Me.,  a  graduate  of  Yale  in  1823,  w^i^  his  sue* 
cessor,  and  was  or£ined  Jan.  21, 1827.  He  was  dismissed 
July  24, 1833.  He  was  succeeded  June  19,  1834,  by  Rev. 
Melancthon  G.  Wheeler  of  Charlotte,  Vt.,  a  graduate  of 
Union  in  1825,  who  wa^  dismissed  August  18, 1841.  Rev. 
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Samuel  Harris  was  settled  in  his  place  December  22,  1841, 
and  was  dismissed  February  11,  1851.  Mr.  Harris  wag 
a  native  of  East  Miu  liias,  Me.,  and  graduated  at  Bowdoin 
College  in  1838.  lie  is  now  pastor  of  the  South  Clnirch 
in  I^ittsfield.  R(»v.  George  A.  Adams  was  ordained  as  liis 
successor  Si'()t(  inl>er  18.  1851.  He  was  a  native  of  Cas- 
tine, Me., graduated  at  Bowdoiii  in  1844,  and  i»  still  in  oifice 
at  Conway. 

The  Baptist  Church  in  Conway  was  organized  October 
8,  1778,  with  29  members,  dissolved  March  24,  IHVJ,  and 
ze-orgaauMd  June  12,  1820.  Among  the  preadbers  who 
who  have  supplied  the  church  are  Rev.  Messrs.  Adam 
Hamilton,  Amos  Shevi,  John  Leland,  Asa  Todd,  Calvia 
Keyes,  Josiah  Goddard,  Himes,  Grant,  Phineas  PeMe, 
Abbott  Howe,  Wm.  H.  Rice,  David  Wright,  Henry  H. 
Bouae,  Joel  Kenney,  P.  P.  Sanderson,  Biofaard  Lentil,  C< 
A*  Backbee,  M.  Byme,  and  Pbinetts  Pease,  the  fieoond  time* 
Tbe  first  meeting  house  was  erected  in  1790  or  17dl,Qp(m, 
or  near,  the  site  recently  occupied  by  the  Conway  Tool  Co.^ 
from  which  it  was  removed  to  the  site  of  the  present  struc- 
ture, which  repUiced  it  in  1840«  The  church  now  numbers 
105  members* 

A  Methodist  class  was  formed  May  18, 1852,  and  was  re- 
organized in  September,  1853.  Tlieir  preachers  have  been 
Rev.  Wm.  F.  Lecount  and  Rev.  A.  S.  -t  la^i;;;. 

CO 

The  first  notice  of  Revolutionary  proceedinsfs  in  the 
-  town  occurs  An<»u8t  5,  1774.  Captain  French,  Deacon 
Wells,  Koix  I  t  Oliver,  Matthew  Gould,  and  Consider  Arms, 
were  chosni  a  committee  to  prepare  an  answer  to  the  Bos* 
ton  Committee  of  Correspondence.  They  iorwarded  to 
Boston  the  following: 

^  Haviogf  read  and  considered  the  letters  sent  ns  from  Bos* 
ton,  respecting  the  rights  of  the  colonies^  and  the  infringe- 
ments of  those  rights,  we  full}' agree  with  you  that  those 

rights  and  privileges  are  invaded,  and  of  this  province  in  par* 
ticular.    We  shall  join  with  you  in  all  lawful  and  salutaij 

mea??ure<*  for  the  recovery  of  those  inestimable  privileges^ 
"wrRsied  from  u^^  and  tirnily  to  secure  those  that  remam  ;  for 
we  are  sensible  that,  should  we  renounce  our  liberties  and 
privileges,  we  should  renounce  the  quality  of  men  and  tho 
rigiiLd  of  humanity.  We  fully  pay  our  proportion  of  money 
desired  by  the  General  Court,  in  order  to  the  support  of  tho 
Hon*  ComasUtees  of  Congress,  greatly  relying  and  depending 
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Consider  Arms,  afterwards  a  torj,  was  chosen  delegate 
to  the  provincial  O^n^ress,  coiivciKjd  in  Concord  in  Octo- 
ber, 1774,  though  it  is  probable  that  he  did  not  attend.  In 
September  of  the  same  year,  a  committee  of  18  was  ciius^en, 
with  ])<)wer  to  regulate  mobs"  for  fourteen  days,  and  with 
instructions  to  report  in  regard  to  the  proper  mei^ures  to 
be  taken.  This  committee  consisted  of  Samuel  Wells, 
Joel  Baker,  Thomas  French,  Jonas  Kice,  Oliver  Wetmore,  * 
Cyrus  Rice,  Consider  Arms,  Robert  Oliver,  James  Dickin- 
son, Israel  Gates,  Joslah  Boyden,  Elisha  Clark  and  Alex- 
ander Oliver.  This  committee  rabseqiieiitly  siade  a  reporly 
of  which  the  foliowing  is  a  copj : 

*^l8t.  Resolved,  that  the  Committy  have  power  to  Inspect, 
Judge  and  Determine  with  respect  to  ye  conduct  oi  any  per- 
son or  persOQB  that  shall  Do  or  speak  anything  that  tends  to 
Hender  imiting  of  the  people,  in  opposing  ve  King's  laws,  yt 
Infringes  on  our  Rights  Contrary  to  our  Charter;  that  when 
any  comj^aint  shall  he  presented  to  sd  CommKty  against  any 
person  or  persons,  sd  penons  shall  appear  before  said  eom- 
mitty^  and  Upon  Having  good  evidence,  they  shall  have  pow- 
er to  appoint  a  certain  competency  of  punishment  to  be  in 
inflicted  on  them,  not  exceeding  the  Punishment  ot  contempt 
and  neglect,  sd  punishment  to  be  ordered  by  the  sd  committy. 

"  2d.  Resolved,  yt  the  sd  Committy  nor  no  otl\er  person  ^ 
shall  not  have  liberty  to  go  out  of  this  town^  except  it  be  to  assist 
a  mob  in  the  General  Good  Cause,  in  prohipiting  persons  tak- 
ing or  holding  commissions  under  the  present  constitution^  ex- 
cept it  be  for  their  own  particnlai  busmess. 

''3d.  Resolved,  with  regard  to  the  late  acts  of  Parliament 
welookuponthem  to  be  unconstitutional,  tirrannical  and  op-  ^ 
presstve,  tending  in  their  opperatlon  to  the  Total  Subversion 
of  our  natural  and  Chartered  Rights;  Do  look  u^on  it  our 
duty  from  a  regard  to  the  true  interests  of  onr  Selves,  our 
cmintrv  an*}  posterity,  to  oppose  ye  sd  cruil  acts  in  every 
vertious  manner,  to  prevent  their  taking  place,  and  we  hereby 
manifest  our  Readiness  and  Resolution,  Reather  than  submit 
to  them,  that  we  will  resist  them,  even  to  the  shedding  of 
blood." 

Measures  were  taken  to  procure  supplies  of  powder,  lead,, 
flints,  bayonetSi  &c.,  and  a  committee  chosen  to  enforce 
the  American  Assoeiation."  On  the  24th  of  May,  1776,  it 
was  voted,  (86  to  6,)  to  sustain  the  Continental  Congress 
in*  ia  dedanUaon  of  independence,  should  such  a  measure 
h6  taken.  August  27, 1777,  it  was  Yoted  to  proceed  m 
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lome  measiuet  to  secure  the  Enenucal  penmis  called 
Torya  «oioiig»t  us.**  It  was  voted  at  the  same  time  to 
df«w  a  line  between  ye  continent  and  Great  Britain**'  We 
qoote  from  the  reeoxd : 

"  Voted  that  all  those  persons  that  stand  on  the  line  of  the 
continent  take  up  arms,  and  gu  ou,  hand  ui  liaiid^  wiih  us,  in 
carrying  on  the  war  against  our  unnatural  enemies.  Such  we 
•zeoeiTe  as  friends,  and  all  others  treat  as  enemies.  Voted 
«  the  Bioad  ally  be  the  line  and  the  South  end  of  the  meeting 
house  be  the  continent,  and  the  North  end  the  British  side. 
Then  moved  for  Trial  and  found  six  persons  to  stand  on  the 
British  side,  viz  :  Elijah  Billing,  Jonathan  Oaks,  Wm.  Billing. 
Joseph  Catlinir.  Joel  Dickinson  and  Charles  Dirkinson.  Voted 
to  set  a  gard  over  those  Enemical  persons.  Votei]  that  the 
town  clerk  Enunliately  desire  Judge  Alarther  to  issue  out  hia 
warrants  a^'ainst  those  enemical  personS|  returned  to  him  in  a 
list  heretofore." 

There  were  probably  20  tories  in  the  town,  but  they 
were  not  ?ictive,  and  no  severe  measures  were  instituted 
against  ihcm.  Their  arms  were  taken  away,  but  soon  res- 
tored, and,  in  one  instance,  wiiere  this  was  not  done,  the 
man  recovered  payment  for  his  musket.  The  records  teem 
with  the  usual  votes  for  supplies,  and  for  the  xaismg  of 
men  for  the  war. 

The  first  grist  mill  was  built  in  1774,  by  one  Sharp, 
about  20  rods  below  the  site  of  the  present  one.  Eadh 
person  bolted  bis  own  grist,  in  a  hand-bolt  Eighty  rods 
lower,  on  the  same  stream,  Aaron  Hayden  erected  a  fulling 
mill,  about  1780.  Seventeen  years  later,  his  brother.  Dr. 
Hayden,  added  an  oil  milL  At  that  time  the  oil  m^  was 
thrown  into  the  river.  In  1810,  the  establishment  went 
into  new  hands,  and  a  new  building  was  erected  for  mak- 
ing broadcloths.— This  business  was  ruined  by  the  impor- 
tations at  the  close  of  the  war.  The  concern  changing 
owners  twice  more,  was  converted  into-^  cotton  mill,  and 
is  now  under  the  control  of  Grardner  Dickinson,  as  a  seam- 
less bag  manufactory.  He  is  making  100,000  bags  per 
year,  worth  $25,000,  usea  up  120,000  lbs.  cotton  annually, 
and  employs  30  hands. 

Tiic  Conway  Manufactuhing  Company  was  incor- 
porated in  1837,  with  a  capital  of  S60,000.  It  makes 
300,000  yards  cloth  annually,"  worth  8210,000,  employs 
60  hands,  uses  200,000  lbs.  wool,  and  pays  for  labor, 
S18,000. 
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Half  a  mile  North  of  tiie  villapro,  is  a  cotton  mill,  l)iiilt 
in  1842,  occupied  by  Henry  B.  Whitton,  whf^re  .*30«',(H)0 
yards  printing  cloth  are  made  annuaiiy,  worth  $15|UO0* 
JVir.  Whitton  employs  20  hands. 

Gen.  James  S.  Whitney  and  Charles  Wells  own  a  mill, 
erected  in  1846,  for  the  manufacture  of  seamless  oottcm 
bags,  where  thej  make  156,000  bags  per  jear,  worth 
$40,000.    Thej  employ  35  hands. 

The  South  River  Cctlery  Cootany  was  incorpo- 
rated in  18dl,  with  a  Capital  of  S40,000.  They  employ 
185  workmen,  and  tarn  out  annually  finished  work  yalued 
at  S100,000. 

Forty  years  ago^  there  were  six  distilleries  in  town, 
making  cider  brandy*  This  branch  of  manufacture  is  now 
abandoned.  ^ 

The  Conway  Bank,  with  a  capital  of  $100,000,  com- 
menced operations  in  September,  1854.  The  Cbnway 
Stock  and  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  commeneed 
business  Aug.  1,  1849.  It  has  a  guarantee  capital  of 
$50,000,  cash  funds,  §34,000;  deposite  notes,  $84,000. 

For  many  years  Rev.  Mr.  Emerson  had  the  only  pleas- 
ure carriage  in  town — a  chair.  Robert  Hamilton  built  the 
first  one-horse  wa^on  in  town.  aUait  1800,  and  Dr.  \V  ai'e 
the  first  one-horse  sleigh,  about  the  same  time.  ^Nlr.  Ham- 
iliun  supposed  himself  the  inventor  of  the  one-liui  >e  wagon, 
and  believed  that  his  was  the  only  one  in  America.  The 
fir^t  inhabitants  wore  breeches  of  tow  cloth,  and  checked 
linen  shirt?,  ]mt  on  cb'nu  for  Sunday.  On  their  way  to 
eluirch,  they  carried  their  slioes  in  their  hands; until  within 
the  proper  distance,  wlien  they  put  tliem  on,  removing 
them  when  walking  home.  The  young  ladies  who  pre- 
tended to  be  in  the  fashion,  wore  dresses  of  red  flannel,  or, 
more  commonly,  "  butternut  color,"  tied  around  the  waist 
with  a  black  ribbon,  and  gathered  at  the  neck  with  a  green 
one— absolutely  without  adventitious  materials  from  polar 
seas  or  Southern  plantations. 

The  population  of  Conway  in  1776  was  905;  in  1840, 
1,394;  in  1850, 1,788.  It  is  now  probably  upwards  of  2,000. 

The  history  of  Deerfield  extends  back  to  1668,  when 
EHot,  the  apoetle  to  the  IndSans,  obtained  a  grant  from  the 
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Oen^ml  Court  ot  2,000  meres  of  land,  now  within  the 
bosnds  of  Natkk,  as  a  permanent  aetdement  for  his  Indian 
oooTerts.  This  tract  was  then  within  the  bonndaries  of 
Dedhaniy  and,  as  a  compensation  to  the  proprietors  of  that 
town,  the  General  Court  gave  them  8,000  acres  of  nnlocated 
land,  any  where  they  might  choose,  within  the  colony.  The 
Dedham  proprietors  having  entered  into  this  agreement, 
sent  out  a  committee  to  explore  the  country,  and  make  a 
selection  tor  the  location  of  the  grant.  Their  exploration 
extended  over  the  Western  part  of  the  eouiity  of  Middle- 
sex, and  the  Eastern  part  of  the  county  of  Worcester,  but 
tliej  were  not  satir^ded  with  the  land  they  found,  and  thus 
reported.  Soon  after  this,  the  ;ielectmcn  of  Dedham  were 
inlormed  tliat  there  was  some  vei*y  ffood  land,  ahout  12 
miles  North  of  lladley,  where  the  8,UU(»  acres  might  be 
located  ;  whereupon  they  dispatched  John  Fairbanks  and 
Lieut.  Daniel  Fisher  "to  discover  the  land,  and  examine 
it."  They  reported  favorably,  and  urged  that  it  should  be 
taken  possession  of  under  the  grants  as  early  as  possible. 

.  The  town  then  chose  a  committee  to  repair  to  Pocomtuck, 
(the  Indian  name  of  the  locality,)  and  to  cause  the  8,000 
acree  to  be  located  there.  In  1665,  this  committee  em- 
ployed Maj.  Fynchon  of  Springfield  to  draw  the  boundary 
line  of  the  tract,  which  be  did,  as  follows :  commencing 
near  Deerfield  river,  a  little  West  of  the  present  Cheapside 
bridge^  he  continued  Southerly  nearly  on  a  Vane  now  defined 
by  the  Connecticut  River  Baihroad  to  the  Hatfield  line,  thence 

^  Westerly  on  the  Hatfield  line  (which  was  about  a  mile  and 
three  quarters  South  of  the  present  South  line  of  Deer- 
field)  to  the  foot  of  the  Western  hills ;  thence,  Northerly, 
in  a  course  parallel  to  those  hills  to  Deerfield  river,  near 
"  Old  Fort thence  on  the  river,  to  the  point  of  departure. 
This  tract  was  purchased  of  the  Indians  by  Major  Fynchon, 
and  conveyed  in  four  deeds,  the  consideration  for  the  sale  being 
£94  10s.  paid  by  the  people  of  Dedliaui.  In  the  Outline 
History,  this  grant  is  stated  to  have  been  made  in  1 669,  but 
it  would  seem  that  the  action  of  the  General  Court  upon 
the  matter  that  year  was  simply  confirmatory.  In  1672, 
it  was  discovered  that  the  sin  vev  had  encroached  upon 
Hatfield,  to  the  extent  of  one  mile  and  three  quarters, 
through  the  width  ot  the  grant.  In  accordance  with  a  pe- 
tition of  the  people  of  Hatiield^  the  Geneial  Court  that 
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year  established  the  South  line  of  Deerfiekl  where  it  this 
day  remains.  As  a  compensation  for  tlu  loss  thus  sus- 
tained by  the  Deerfield  people,  the  General  Court  granted 
them  a  tract  on  the  North  of  the  original  grant,  bounded 
as  follows:  from  the  mouth  of  (Ireen  river  East  one  mile, 
and  West  one  mile,  North  from  ench  terminus  three  (piar- 
ters  of  a  mile,  then  directly  aeiu inclosing  a  tract  two 
miles  long  and  tiiree  quarters  (jt  a  mile  wide.  For  tlie 
remniiider,  a  line  was  berrnn  on  Deerfield  river  at  the 
jiiouth  of  Plain  Swamp  brook,  (  just  West  of  Clieapsido 
bridge,)  and  run  on  an  East  line  to  the  great  river,  (Con- 
necticut) and  then  extended  on  a  South  line  two  miles.  It 
will  be  observed  that  only  the  North  and  £ast  lines  are 
given,  and  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  design  was  to  run 
the  South  line  from  the  point  named  on  Connecticut  river^ 
to  the  original  Focomtack  grant.  A  further  grant  wa» 
made  in  1673)  when,  in  answer  to  the  petition  of  the  in- 
habitants, the  Grenend  Court  granted  them  such  an  addition 
of  terriuny  to  the  original  8,000  acres,  as  shonld  make  a 
township  seven  miles  square,  ^  provided  that  an  able,  or- 
thodox minister  within  tiiree  years  be  settled  among  them, 
and  that  a  farm  of  250  acres  he  laid  out  for  the  country'B 
use/'  The  same  act  appointed  Wm.  Allis  and  others  to 
laj  out  the  fiurm,  admit  inhabitants,  grant  land,  and  order 
all  their  prudential  affairs  ^  till  they  shall  be  in  a  capacity 
of  meet  persons  among  themselves  to  manage  their  own 
affairs."  May  28,  1712,  in  answer  to  a  petition  of  Rev. 
John  Williams  in  beball'  of  the  town,  praying  that  the 
bounds  of  the  town  might  be  ext^ded  Westward  nine 
miles  into  the  Western  woods,  or  "  as  far  as  ^sorthampton 
and  Hatfield  do,"  that  extent  of  lauil  was  granted.  At  the 
same  time  the  islands  in  the  Connecticut  opposite  the  town 
were  granted  to  Mr.  Williams  and  his  heirs  forever.  These 
four  grants  covered  63  square  miles,  and  included  the 
territory  now  covered  by  Deerfield,  Greenfield,  Gill, 
Shelburne  and  Conway.  Ashfield  and  Whately  also 
are  indebted  to  Deerfield  for  small  portioQS  of  their  ter- 
ritory. 

The  first  white  settler  in  Deerfield  was  probably  Samp- 
son Frary.    He  built  the  first  house  at  the  North  end  of 
the  main  street,  facing  the  South,  in  1670,  or  1671.  The 
number  of  original  proprietors  of  Pocomtuck  was  27,  and 
80* 
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all  bat  fiTe  of  them  were  from  Dedham.  At  their  finl 
meeting  held  io  Dedham^  June  23df  1670,  a  committee  wai 
choeen  to  procure  an  artist,  upon  as  moderate  terms  as 
may  be,  to  lay  out  the  lots  at  Pocomtuck  to  each  proprie- 
tor, according  to  their  lawful  interest  in  each  sort  of  Jand, 
to  appoint  the  highways  and  lay  out  a  place  for  the  meet- 
ing-house, the  church,  officers*  lot,"  &au  The  plan  adopted 
by  this  committee,  for  laying  out  the  house  lotSy  and  Main 
Street,  was  as  follows,  as  it  appears  on  the  town  records : 

"Ist.  For  the  situation  of  the  town  plot,  it  shall  be  on  that 
tract  of  land  becinning  on  the  Southerly  t>ide,  at  a  little  brook 
called  Eagle  brook,  so  to  extend  Isuiiherly  to  the  bank  at 
Sampson  Frary's  cellar,  so  to  run  from  the  bank  fronting  the 
meadow  land,  Easterly  to  the  mountain. 

^  2d.  There  shall  be  a  street  laid  out,  six  rods  in  breadth, 
about  the  middle  of  this  tract  running  North  and  South,  on  both 
sides  whereof  the  house  lots  shall  be  laid  out,  one  tier  of  lots 
on  said  street  £asterly,  and  another  Westerly,  the  measure  of 
the  house  lots  to  beffin  on  the  West  range,  at  the  North  end. 

"  3d.  There  shall  be  three  highways  laid  out,  one  at  each 
end  of  the  town  (street)  three  rods  in  breadth,  running  Easterly 
to  the  mountain,  and  VVesierly  into  the  meadows.  Another 
running  from  the  middle  of  the  town  (street)  Easterly  into 
the  woods  and  Westerly  into  the  meadows. 

The  interval  land  was  divided  into  two  parts,  known  to 
this  day  as  tlie  First  and  Second  Divisions.  These  were  so 
subdivided  that  each  proprietor  should  have  a  just  share  of 
each.  II*  the  best  parcel  in  the  first  division  fell  to  his  lot, 
he  was  to  have  the  poorest — ^that  is,  the  most  remote  and 
inaccessible^parcel,  in  the  second  division. 

During  the  long  period  of  the  Indian,  and  French  and 
Indian  wars,  Deerfield  suffered  more,  perhaps,  than  any 
other  town  in  the  Commonwealth.  The  events  of  thf^ 
period,  in  their  connection  with  the  early  history  of  Deer- 
field,  have  been  fully  narrated  in  the  Outline  History,  and 
even  a  recapitulation  of  them  here  would  be  a  useless  repe* 
tition.  [See  vol.  1,  pp.  84 ;  88  to  .94 ;  135-6 ;  141-2  ; 
148  to  157 ;  175-6.]  They  were  drawn^  almost  entirely 
from  Gen.  Hoyt's  Antiquarian  Researches,'*  and  Rev. 
John  Williams'  Redeemed  Captive,"  both  of  them  Deer- 
field  productions ;  and  are  deemed  sufficiently  full  and  re- 
liable. King  Philip's  war  drove  the  settlers  from  the  town, 
and  though,  at  its  close,  they  returned,  no  order  for  its  re- 
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Mtdement  was  passed  by  the  General  Court  until  1681^ 
which  is  the  year  given  as  the  date  of  the  incorporation  of 
tfie  town.  In  1708,  occurred  the  destmction  of  the  town^ 
and  the  shuighter  or  captivity  of  its  inhabitants  by  a  force 
of  French  and  Indians  nnder  Meyor  Hertel  De  BooTille. 
The  «<Bars  Fight"  occurred  in  that  part  <tf  Deerfield 
known  as  ^  The  Bars,"  in  1746. 

The  first  meeting-house  in  Deerfield  was  doubtless  built 
of  logs,  on  a  site  now  unknown.  In  1G94,  it  was  voted  to 
build  a  house  of  the  bigness  of  Hatfiohi  house,"  and  £140 
were  raised  for  the  purpose.  This  housr  received  the  wor- 
shipers in  1698.  The  people  were  seated  by  the  selectmen 
according  to  their  aire,  estate  and  dignity.  This  house 
atood  a  few  rods  W  est  of  the  })resent  brick  church,  and 
escaped  the  conflagration  of  the  town  in  1708—4.  In  1728, 
the  town  yotiMl  to  repair  the  meeting-house.  Tn  the  folio w- 
in<x  year,  a  vote  was  passed  to  build  anew,  and  a  committee 
was  chosen  to  procure  cake  and  drink  tor  the  raising.  This 
new-  builduig  stood  on  the  common,  tlie  front  being  nearly 
m  a  line  with  the  West  side  of  the  street.  In  1767,  it  was 
TOted  to  build  a  steeple,  at  the  North  end  of  the  meetuig- 
house,  to  be  adapted  to  the  body  of  the  house  in  the  same 
proportion  as  the  Northfield  steeple  is  to  the  body  of  that 
house."  In  1768y  it  was  voted  <^that  if  aoj  geseroas  dis- 
posed persons  are  willing  to  shingle  the  meeting-house  at 
their  own  expense,  thej  have  full,  free  and  ample  liberty.** 
This  house  stood  until  1824,  when  the  present  brick  churdi 
wa$  built,  at  a  cost  of  about  $6,000. 

No  record  of  the  organization  of  the  First  Church  has 
been  preserved.  Rev.  T.  Packard,  Jr.,  in  his  history  of  '  ^ 
the  churches  and  ministers  of  Franklin  county,  says  that  it 
is  supposed  that  it  was  formed  May  17,  1G8G  ;  but  in  the 
New  England  Geneolo^ical  Register,  vol.  6,  page  74,  occurs 
the  following,  in  a  co}>y  of  a  diary  kept  by  Judge  S(?wall, 
under  the  date  of  October  17,  1688:  "Church  gathered 
and  Mr.  John  Williams  ordained  at  Deerfield."  This  is 
the  most  reliable  record  to  be  found.  Mr.  Williams  was 
bom  at  Roxbury,  December  16,  1G64,  and  graduated  at 
Harvard  in  1686.  Tlie  Outline  History  has  already  uuode 
us  acquainted  with  his  character,  and  the  principal  events 
of  his  life.  After  his  return  from  captivity,  he  preached 
at  Boston  a  sermon  from  the  text :  ^  Return  unto  thine 
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liouse,  and  show  how  great  things  God  hath  done  unto  thee." 
Id  connection  with  this,  tradition  has  preserved  this  char- 
acteristic anecdote  of  him.  After  preaching  the  sermon^ 
he  had  something  like  a^call  to  settle  in  the  ministry  in 
Boston,  or  its  Ticinity,  but  he  replied :  ^  I  must  return  and 
look  after  my  sheep  in  the  wilderness.?  He  did  retunr,  and 
labored'with  his  flock  until  June  12, 1729,  when  he  died. 

The  second  pastor  of  this  chnrch  was  Rev.  Jonathan 
Ashley,  who  was  ordained  November  8,  1732.  Mr.  Ash- 
ley was  a  native  of  Westfield,  and  graduated  at  Yale  in 
1730.  In  the  controversy  that  prevailed  in  New  Enorland 
during  his  ministry,  he  was  opposed  to  President  Ed\\  ards, 
on  the  question  of  the  (jualilications  for  church  member- 
ship, and  was  a  tory  in  the  Revolution,  occasionally  intro- 
ducincT  politics  into  his  sermons.  During  the  48  years  of 
his  liiiiiistry  at  Deerfield,  he  otriciated  in  249  marriages  and 
1,009  baptisms,  and  admitted  392  members  to  his  church. 
His  Sabbath  exercises  were  usually  long  and  wearisome, 
thougli  Rev.  John  Taylor,  his  successor,  says  of  him  that  "he 
had  a  discriminating  mind,  independence  of  feeling,  and  w\as 
a  pungent  and  energetic  preacher."  He  died  in  the  pastoral 
office  at  Deerfield,  August  28,  1780.  Rev.  John  Taylor 
of  Westfield,  a  graduate  of  Yale  in  1784,  succeeded  him, 
February  14,  1787,  and  was  dismissed  on  account  of  the 
failure  of  his  voice,  August  6,  1806.  Mr.  Taylor  was  a 
conscientious  believer  in  Calvin  and  the  Westminster 
divines,  and  labored  with  zeal  to  impress  his  views  upon 
his  people.  Many  of  them,  however,  were  repelled,  more 
perhaps  by  the  confident  and  authoritative  manner  in  which 
his  views  were  nrged,  than  hj  the  doctrines  themselves. 
They  absented  themselves  from  public  worship,  and  the 
effect  seems  to  have  be^n  to  produce  in  the  people  a  wish 
for  a  successor  who  should  entertain  sentiments  deemed 
more  liberal.  During  his  ministry,  138  were  admitted  to 
the  church,  and  186  were  baptized.  lie  also  solemnized 
152  marriages. 

The  fourth  pastor  was  Rev.  Samuel  Willard,  D.  D.,  of 
Petersham,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College.  He  preached 
in  Deerfield  first,  in  March,  1807,  and,  in  May  of  the  same 
year,  received  a  call  irom  the  church  to  settle  in  the  min- 
istry. He  accepted  the  call,  b!it  a  council,  of  v.hieh  Rev. 
Roger  Newton,  D,  D,,  of  Greentieidj  was  moderator,  and 
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Rev.  Theophilus  Packard  of  Sheiburne,  scribe,  voted  that 
tliey  could  not  [)roceed  to  separate  Mr.  Willard  to  the  work 
of  the  Gospel  ministry."  The  people  were  not  satisfiedi 
invited  Mr.  Willard  to  preach  longer^  then  gave  him 
another  invitation  to  settle,  and  he  was  ordained  by  a  coun- 
dl  called  from  the  Eastern  part  oi  the  State,  September 
22t  ld07«  Mr.  Willard  was  thus  over  t&e  ^hole  tow% 
except  a  few  Baptist  families.  Some  years  afterwards, 
however,  the  parish  was  divided,  in  accordance  with  the 
wishes  of  those  living  in  the  Southern  part.  A  number 
of  members  who  were  dissatisfied  with  Mr.  WiUard  with- 
drew, and  joined  other  churches,  in  the  neighboring  towns. 
Mr.  Willard  was  a  Unitarian,  and  the  church  has  since  be* 
longed  to  that  denomination.  At  the  close  of  1818,  his 
sight  became  itnpatred  to  such  a  degree  that  he  has  not 
since  been  able  to  read  or  write,  and,  in  1832,  his  sight  was 
wholly  lost.  He  continued  to  preach  until  the  22d  anni- 
versary of  his  settlement,  ^\  lien,  in  accordance  with  his  re- 
quest, his  piislural  coiiiKjcliou  with  the  church  was  dis- 
solved. Dr.  AVillard  has  been  a  busy  writer  and  compiler 
of  books,  chiefly  educational.  He  still  resides  in  Deerfield, 
in  the  enjoyment  of  a  serene  old  age,  a  happy  example  of 
patience  and  trust,  and  the  subject  of  universal  love  and 
reverence. 

Rev.  John  Fessenden  was  his  successor,  and  was  ordained 
May  19,  1830.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Harvard  in  1818. 
Dismissed  March  31, 1840,  he  was  succeeded  July  21, 1841, 
by  Rev.  D.  B.  Parkhurst,  a  graduate  of  Yale  in  1837. 
The  settlement  of  Mr.  Parkhurst  was  hailed  with  deep  joy, 
which  soon,  however,  gave  place  to  mourning.  He  preached 
but  four  days  and  a  half,  and  died  of  consumption,  Feb- 
ruary 16, 1842.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  James  Blodget, 
a  graduate  of  Harvard  in  1841.  Mr.  Blodget  was  ordained 
January  17, 1844,  but  his  health  was  poor,  and  he  was  for* 
mally  dismissei  June  1 6, 1845.  He  died  just  a  month  after 
this,  at  Lexington,  whither  he  had  gone  in  the  Spring. 
Bev.  John  F.  Moors,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  in  1842,  was 
ordained  in  his  place  January  28, 1846,  and  is  still  in  office* 

The  present  Orthodox  Church  in  Deeifield,as  distinguished 
from  the  Orthodox  Congregational  churches  in  South 
Deerfield,  was  organized  June  2d,  1835,  with  18  members* 
Their  meeting-house  was  built  in  1838.    For  the  first  few 
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years,  preaching  was  supported  partly  by  charitable  aid. 
The  first  settled  pastor  was  liev.  Henry  Seymour,  who  was 
setded  March  1, 1843,  and  dismissed  March  14, 1849.  Mr. 
Seymour  was  a  native  of  Hadley,  and  a  graduate  of  Am- 
herst in  1838.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Alfred  E.  Ive^ 
September  5, 1849.  Mr.  Ives  was  a  native  of  New  Haven, 
a  graduate  of  Yale  in  1837,  and  ia  still  in  office  at  Deei^ 
field. 

•  The  First  Congregational  Church  in  South  Deerfield 
was  organised  June  dOth,  1818,  with  80  members,  and  built 
its  meeting-house  in  1821.  The  first  pastor  was  Bev.  Ben- 
jamin Bice  of  Sturbridge,  a  graduate  of  Brown  University 
in  1808,  who  was  installed  February  10, 1819,  and  dis- 
missed June  31, 1827.  He  was  succeeded  October  3d,  of 
the  same  year,  by  Rev.  Tertius  S.  Clarke  of  Westhampton, 
a  graduate  of  Yale  in  1824.  He  was  dismissed  April  1, 
18S3,  and  wiis  succeeded  November  25, 183e"3,  by  Kev.  Wra. 
M.  Richards  of  Hartford,  a  graduate  of  Williams  in  1832, 
who  remained  until  September  6,  1843.  Rev.  Abraham 
Jackson  of  Carver  was  installed  in  his  place  October  22, 
1845,  and  was  dismissed  June  7,  1847.  He  was  succeeded 
September  4,  1850,  by  Rev.  Moses  K.  Cross  of  Dan  vers, 
a  graduate  of  Amherst  in  1838,  who  was  dismissed  April 
/         30,  1X54. 

Tiie  second  church  in  South  Deerfield,  called  the  ''Mon- 
ument Church,"  was  organized  January  25,  1848,  with 
seven  members.  Its  meeting-house  was  built  in  1848. 
The  present  number  of  communicants  is  about  80.  The 
present  pastor.  Rev.  David  A.  Strong,  was  the  first,  and  was 
settled  March  21st,  1849.  Mr.  Strong  is  a  native  of  Had- 
dam,  Ct.,  and  graduated  at  Williams,  in  184^. 

The  Baptist  Church  in  Deerfield  was  organized  in  that  . 
.  part  of  the  town  called  Wisdom,  February  26th,  1787,  and 
in  1792,  the  church  voted  itself  ^  The  First  Baptist  Church 
of  Christ  in  Deerfield  and  Shelbume*''  August  24,  1832, 
the  church  was  divided,  and  March  25th,  1833,  the  Deer- 
field branch  took  the  name  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Deer- 
field* Among  the  preachers  who  early  supplied  the  churdi 
were  Bev,  Messrs.  Beckwith,  Green,  Cole,  Hamilton  and 
Bennett.  Since  then,  the  following  preachers  have  sup- 
pUed  the  Baptists  at  Wisdom :  Rev.  Messrs.  Tristram  AJ- 
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diich,  Ausiiij,  ( )rra  Martin,  Dair^mple,  George  Xi.  Billsy 
Iliiilo  Frary  and  W.  A.  Pease. 

The  Methodist  Church  at  South  Dcerticid  was  organized 
in  the  spring  of  1843.  The  following  have  hvttn  the  preach- 
ers :  Rev.  Messrs.  F.  A.  Griswold,  AV.  A.  l^raman,  L.  B. 
Clark,  K.  P.  Buffington,  C.  A.  Periy,  John  Sautb,  W.  F. 
Ltecount  and  W.  M.  Hubbard. 

In  the  Revolutionary  struggle,  th»  two  parties  in  Deer- 
field  were  nearly  balanced  as  to  numbers,  property  and 
weight  of  character.  By  the  town  records,  it  appears  that  ^ 
now  the  whigs,  and  now  the  tones,  were  in  the  nu^ri^* 
Mr.  Ashley  was  a  torj,  as  has  already  been  stated,  and 
when  the  whigs  were  in  the  nugority,  they  refused  to  vote 
him  his  fire  wood*  It  would  appear  that  the  town  answered 
to  the  requisitions  made  upon  it,  by  the  usual  votes. 

The  men  of  note  who  have  originated  in  Deerfield  have 
been  many,  but  only  a  few  can  be  noticed.  Bev.  Stephen 
Williams,  D.  D.,  the  first  minister  of  Longmeadow,  was  a 
native  of  Deerfield.  Bev.  Aaron  Williams,  son  of  Bev. 
John,  graduated  at  Harvard  in  1719,  and  was  a  minister  In 
Waltham  until  his  death  in  1751.  John  Williams  Esq., 
graduated  at  Harvard  in  1769,  was  a  very  useful  man  in 
forwarding  plans  of  public  improvement,  was  a  member  of 
the  state  Senate  and  of  the  Governor's  Council,  and  be- 
queathed his  money  to  the  amount  of  nearly  ^1U,000,  to 
.Deerfield  Aeadr my.  Mr.  Williams  was  a  tory  in  the  Rev- 
olution, came  near  being  mobbed  by  his  own  townsmen  for 
it,  and  in  1782  was  indicted  for  sedition.  lie  died  in  1816. 
Ephraim  Williams  Esq.,  an  eminent  lawyer,  a  ])r<)(unnd 
poholar^  and  the  first  reporter  of  the  decisions  oi  the  Su- 
preme Court,  was  born  Nov.  19,  17 GO,  and  died  Dec.  27, 
1835.  Major  Salah  Barnard,  Col.  Daniel  Field,  and  Ma- 
jor Seth  Catlin  were  all  ii'5of\il  and  noteworthy  men,  in 
their  day.  Gen.  Epaphras  Hoyt,  whose  published  Anti- 
quarian Researches  have  been  largely  drawn  upon  in  this 
work,  was  a  native  of  Deerfield,  and  has  bequeathed  an 
invaluable  historical  legacy  to  the  State  and  country. 

One  of  the  most  noteworthy  characters  in  the  early  his- 
tory of  Deerfield  was  a  colored  woman,  known  as  Luoe 
B^^"  She  was  tiie  slave  of  £benezer  Wells,  and  was 
noted  fiyr  her  wit  and  shrewdness.  Her  house  wa^the 
oQOBtant  resort    the  boys,  to  hear  her  talk.  SheieMowed 
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with  her  husband  and  chiMi  i  n  to  Yeriuoiit,  and  purchased 
a  tract  of  land,  the  title  to  which  proved  imperfect.  A 
suit  was  !>roii;j:lit  to  dispossess  her,  and  she  argued  her  case 
against  Stephen  R.  Jlradlr  v  and  Royal  Tyler,  (afterwards 
Chief  Justice  of  ^^ermont.)  Judge  Chase,  who  held  the 
court,  said  that  Luce  made  a  better  argument  than  he  had 
heard  at  the  bar  of  Vermont.  Luce  was  a  poetess,  and 
commemorated  in  verse  the  event  of  the  Bars  Fight^" 
[See  YoL  1»  pp.  175-6.]  m  MIowb  : 

,  "  August  'twas  the  twenty-fifth, 

Severiteea  hundred  forty-six : 

The  Indians  did  in  ambush  lay, 

Some  very  valient  men  to  slay, 

The  names  of  whom  FIl  not  leave  out 

Samuel  Allen  like  a  h«ro  font 

And  though  he  was  so  brave  and  bold^ 

His  face  no  more  shall  we  behold. 
*  Elea'/er  Hawks  was  killed  outright. 

Before  he  had  time  lo  i'vA\i. — 

Before  he  diti  the  Iii<iiatis  see, 

Was  shot  and  killed  immediately. 

Oliver  Amsden  he  was  ^Ima, 

Which  caused  his  friends  much  grief  and  pain.  > 

Simeon  Amsden  they  foaad  deia, 

Not  many  rods  distant  from  his  head. 

Ad  on  ij  ah  Gillett  we  do  hear 

Did  lose  his  life  which  was  so  dear. 

John  Sadler  fled  across  the  water, 

And  thus  escaped  the  dreadful  slaughter. 

Kiuiice  Allen  see  the  Indians  com  in  or, 

And  hopes  to  save  herself  by  rimnin:^^, 

And  had  not  her  petticoats  stopped  her, 

The  awful  creatures  had  not  catched  her, 
.  Nor  tommy  hawked  her  ou  her  head, 

And  left  her  on  the  ground  for  dead. 

Young  Samuel  Allen,  Oh  IacJ^>a-day ! 

Was  taken  and  carried  to  Canada." 

Among  living  men  of  eminence,  originating  in  Deerfieid^ 
may  be  mentioned  Dr.  Stephen  W.  Williams,  now  a  citizen 
of  Laona,  Illinois,  Richard  Hildreth,  author  of  an  excel- 
lent History  of  the  United  States,  President  Hitchcock  of 
Amherst,  Bishop  Williams  of  Connecticut,  Amariah  CbaxMi* 
ler  D.  D.,  of  Greenfield,  and  Rodolphus  Diddj^soQ.  A . 
large  Nmber  of  the  natiroi  of  Deexfteld  have  leeodved  a 
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liberal  educationi  but  no  accurate  list  of  them  has  been 
kept. 

The  grandfather  of  Dr.  Stephen  W.  Williams,  men- 
tioned above,  the  father,  and  that  gentleman  himself  have, 
in  succession,  practiced  medicine  in  Deerfield  more  than 
100  years,  as  follows:  Dr.  Thomas  Williams,  3 (>  years; 
Dr.  William  S.,  42  years,  and  Dr.  Stephen  W.,  more  than 

40  years,  ^ 

Deerliekl  has  enjoyed  'lood  schools.  In  1698,  the  town 
voted  to  build  a  school  house  18  by  21  feet,  and  to  raise  * 
£20  annually  for  twenty  years,  but  the  vote  was  not  car- 
ried out.  In  1703,  the  sam  of  £10  was  raised.  In  1710, 
the  town  voted  to  give  Jonathan  Bichards  £25  for  school- 
]&g  the  childres*  In  1732,  the  town  voted  to  hire  a  dame 
fbr  Oreea  River.  In  1788,  £80  were  raised,  of  which  • 
£40  were  appropriated  to  "the  street,"  £10  to  Bloody 
Brook,  £9  to  Wapping^  £8  to  Mill  River,  £5  to  Wisdom, 
and  £5  to  Great  Biver*  In  1853,  the  town  raised  $1,634  50 
Ibr  schook. 

Deerfield  is  almost  ezqhisiTely  devoted  to  agricnlftiire, 
to  which  its  soil  is  admirably  adapted. 

la  Sooth  Deerfield,  Lmnan  Pease  mann&ctures  annually 
1,500  gross  of  port  'monnaies,  employing  from  30  to  40 
females,  and  8  or  10  males.  From  500  to  600  gross  of 
wallets  are  also  made  yearly,  employing  from  10  to  15  hands. 
The  whole  value  of  stock  consumed  yearly  is  about 
S40,000.  Mr.  Pease  also  em})Ioys  from  20  to  30  females 
in  stitching  collars,  of  which  lie  sends  to  market  from 
4,000  to  5,000  yearly.  He  also  inauuliu  t tires  palm  leaf 
hats,  to  the  amount  of  some  hundreds  of  dozens  arumally. — 
Messrs  Arms  Brotlu  is  make  port  iTionnaies  and  pocket 
books,  employing  2oO  persons  (125  males  and  125  females,) 
and,  in  busy  seasons,  giving  employment  to  100  or  150 
more  women  and  children,  who  Uike  wallets  to  their  houses 
to  stitch.  They  produce  170  dozen  port  monnaies  daily, 
or  50,000  dozen  yearly,  and  20,000  pocket  books  and  wal- 
lets, the  proceeds  of  which  amount  to  SI 80,000  a  year. 
The  stock  consumed  is  valued  at  $95,000.  A  portion  of  the 
labor  is  performed  by  the  inmates  of  the  House  of  Cor- 
rection at  Sontii  Boston. — There  are  aboat  25,000  brooms 
amde  in  the  town  annnallyu 

.   Aithe  time  of  the  destmction  of  the  town,  the  popala- 
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tkm  of  Deecfield  was  aboat  980 ;  iu  1768  it  was  787 ;  in 

1800,  1,531;  in  1830,  2,003;  in  1840,  1,934;  in  1850, 
2,421.        '  ' 

ERVING. 

**  Erving's  Grant,**  as  the  tract  was  origincolly  and  for 
many  years  cnlli  il,  which  constitutes  the  town  of  Ervin*^, 
and  forms  a  portion  of  other  towns  in  the  vicinity,  was 
purchased  of  the  province  in  1751,  by  individuals  who 
sohl  it  to  John  Ervins^  of  Ho^ton,  to  whom  the  grant  was 
eonlirmed  by  the  (4piieral  Court,  Jan.  22,  17r)2.  It  was 
originally  about  12  miles  long  and  two  miles  wide.  The 
territory  now  covered  by  Erving  was  settled  about  1801, 
bj  Col.  Asaph  White,  of  Heath,  who  built  a  log  house  in 
the  wildeiDess.  Mr.  White  was  the  construfstor  of  the  5th 
Afattachosetts  Turn  {/ike,  kept  a  public  housey  and  erected 
a  dam  acrasa  Miller's  River,  and  built  a  saw  mill  in  IQOB. 
Etrring  has  very  little  history  that  is  interesting  or  im^ 
portant  The  population  has  always  been  small,  thoagh  it 
IB  now  increasing.  Tlie  town  was  not  incorporated  until 
April  17, 1838. 

In  1820,  the  first  school  house  was  eredecl^  and>in  this 
building,  all  the  religious  meetings  were  held,  when  such 
meetings  were  held  at  all,  untO  1842.  Brevions  to  183^ 
no  refigious  organization  existed  in  the  ^ce.  Bey.  Dai:^ 
lei  Goddard,  a  Baptist  preacher  belonging  in  Weodell,  oc* 
easionally  supplied  preachii^g  from  1818  to  1880.  A  Con- 
gregational  Church  was  formed  Sept.  19,  1832,  %vith  15 
members,  and  their  met^ting  house  was  buiii  in  1842.  Rev. 
Josiah  Tucker  was  the  iirst  and  only  pastor,  and  he  was 
pastor,  not  only  of  this  church,  but  of  that  at  Irvingsville, 
in  the  town  of  Orange.  He  wa^  dismissetl  from  both 
places,  Awy,  7,  1844.  After  that,  the  church  depended 
upon  supjdir  -.  Rev.  Mr.  Hayward,  a  Methodist  minister, 
preachf'd  in  iht'  house  during  1853.  In  1854,  the  house 
was  ^^old  ai  auction  tor  $500,  on  account  gi  the  embarrass- 
ment of  the  proprietors. 

In  1835,  a  branch  of  the  South  Orange  Baptist  Church 
was  formed  in  Erving,  which  became  extinct  in  1839.  They 
never  had  a  settled  minister.  A  XIniversalist  Society  was 
formed  in  1836,  which  also  became  extinct  iu  184a'  - 

Erving  is  beoomtng  an  importanf  lumber  re|{ion.  There 
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are  now  five  saw  mills  in  the  town,  wiiich  turn  out  1 ,200,000 
feet  of  lumber  amiually ;  one  chair  factory,  carried  on  by 
Hale  GouhJ,  that  produces  J  GO,OOU  wo<Kl-seat  chaii'S 
per  annum,  and  a  pail  f  ictory,  operated  by  W.  B.  Wash- 
buin  tV  Co.  that  produces  100,000  pails  a  year.  J.  T. 
Trask  ni;mufacture6  47,<M  iO  irross  of  raatchep  annually,  and 
Washburn,  Stone  &  Co.  make  S^jO,()()0  worth  of  pianos 
annually.  The  town  is  divided  into  four  school  districts, 
and  there  was  raised  for  schools  in  18^4,  $35U  ;  for  higb- 
wajTB,  S400 ;  and  for  general  town  charges,  $6d0.  The 
population  in  1840  was  294;  in  1850,  4G5 ;  increase  in  ten 
yearsi  171.   The  present  population  is  about  500. 

GILL. 

Gill  lies  in  the  great  hend  of  Connecticut  river,  in 
Franklin  county,  bounded  North  bj  Bemardston  and  West 
Northfield,  East  by  Connecticut  river,  separating  it  from 
Korthfield,  South  bj  the  river,  separating  it  from  Monta* 
gue,  and  West  by  Greenfield,  tiie  line  being  Fall  river.  It 
was  orighially  a  part  of  the  territory  of  Deerfield,  and, 
later,  a  portion  of  Greenfield,  which,  together  with  that 
part  of  Nor  till!  eld.  known  as  Grass  Hill,*'  was  incorpo- 
rated Sept.  28,  1793,  and  named  in  honor  of  Lieut.  Gov. 
Moses  Gill,  who  gave  the  people  the  nails  and  glass  for 
their  first  meeting  Louse,  a  bible  for  the  pulpit,  and  their 
communion  service. 

The  date  of  the  first  settlement  is  not  known.  Col.  Scth 
S.  Ilowland,  one  of  tiie  oldest  inhabitants  now  living,  says 
that  his  grandfather,  (great-grandfatlier  probably,  an<l  [x-r- 
haps  an  ancestor  still  further  removed,)  had  commenced  a 
clearing,  and  the  erection  of  a  log  house,  prior  to  the  Falls 
Fight,"  but  was  compelled  to  abandon  his  labors,  and  reluni 
to  old  Deerfield  for  a  term  of  years,  on  account  of  the  hos- 
tility of  the  Indians.  It  woald  appear,  therefore,  that  an 
aJUempt  to  settle  was  made  about  that  time.  Among  the 
names  of  the  first  settlers  were  the  following:  Howland, 
Cliilds,  Combs,  Sin-ngue,  Warner,  Sage,  Gains,  Wrisley, 
Hosley,  Thornton,  Brooks,  Bascom,  Ballard,  Bates,  Sever- 
flCDce,  Field,  Munn  and  Roberts.  The  fact  that  many  of 
these  early  settlers  were  soldiers  of  the  Bevolution,  shows 
that  no  settfjBnient  of  ^y  consequence  took  place  until 
neaity  a  century  after  the^FaUs  fight.   The  first  church  in 
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GiU  was  not  organized  until  after  1790,  ifliile,  the  first 

meeting  house  did  not  begin  to  be  occupied  until  1798,  and 
Viiis  not  finished  until  1805.  • 

The  famous  "Falls  Fight"  [vol.  1,  pp.  175-G,]  took 
place  upon  the  Gill  shore,  on  the  18th  of  May,  1676.  Tra- 
dition says  that  King  Philip  once  wintered,  when  a  price 
was  set  upon  his  head,  near  the  border  of  Gill,  upon  a  hill 
overlooking  Bennett's  meadow,  in  West  Northfield.  The 
hill  is  to  this  day  known  as  "Philip's  Hill,"  and  a  very 
ancient  pine  upon  its  summit  bears  the  marks  of  a  (his  ?) 
camp-fire  upon  its  trunk  and  roots.  Gill  was  a  favorite 
home  for  the  poor  "  Orphans  of  Providence."  The  plough 
of  the  farmer  ofien  turns  up  from  their  long  rest  t]^e 
crumbluig  bones  of  the  hunter  and  warrior ;  and  manj 
Indian  relies  are  found  along  the  liyer  districts,  and  the 
coarse  of  the  brook  which  winds  its  waj  through  the  cen- 
ter of  tlie  town.  These  reHcs  are  arrow  headSy  stone 
pestles,  fragments  of  mde  potteiy^  pipes,  stone  hoes,  beads, 
iSsh-spears,  tomahawks,  stones  worn  into  grooves  in  dress- 
ing bow  strings,  &c.  Mr*  J.  D.  Gfuming  has  in  his 
possession  a  broken  pipe  and  a  copper  tomahawk,  whidi 
were  unearthed,  together  with  the  gigande  skeleton  of  an 
Indian,  by  Mr»  Horace  Burroi^'s  and  others,  a  ftw  years 
since,  while  repairing  the  highwa7  in  the  river  district 
The  skeleton  soon  crumbled  The  copper  tomahawk 
doubtless  belonged  to  a  warrior  renowned  in  his  day  and 
race,  and  was  probably  brought  from  the  region  of  Lake 
Superior. 

The  principal  attraction  of  the  spot,  for  the  Indians,  ^^  as 
the  immense  quantities  of  shad  and  salmon  procurable  at 
the  Falls.  Since  the  settlement  of  the  whites,  the  best 
fishing  place  on  the  river  was  at  the  Falls. 

All  hi  ike  merry  month  of  May, 
When  snowy  shad  tsees  blossomed  gay, 
To  show  the  fishermen  the  time 
When  fish  were  plentiful  and  prime," 

The  fisliiag  l)usiness  was  prosecuted  with  vigor  at  the 
lalis.  The  old-time  "  election  days" — the  last  Wednesday 
in  May^ — usually  brought  together  a  large  collection  of 
fishermen  and  buyers  of  fish,  idlejs  and  lookers-on.  Old 
man  describe  the  gatherings  at  U^ese  times  as  similar  to  the 
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cattle  shows,  musters,  tS^c,  of  the  present  day.  Games  of 
cliunce,  trials  of  skill,  feats  of  strength,  &c.,  were  tlie  order 
of  the  day,  and  there  was  noise  and  tuiiuilt  Irom  other 
fluids  than  those  that  tumbled  over  the  fails. 

The  early  church  reeords  have  been  lo^t.  In  the  diary 
of  Rev.  Roger  Aewton  of  Greenlield,  occurs  the  following 
entry  :  May  22,  1796,  voted,  members  of  this  church  re- 
siding in  Gill,  might  with  others  form  themselves  into  a 
church,  by  tliemselvef,  in  that  place."  The  peculiar  form 
of  this  entry  would  seem  to  show  tliat  there  was  no  regu- 
lar church  organization  in  the  town  previous  to  that  time, 
and  the  church  was  probably  formed  during  that  year.  The 
meeting  house,  to  which  allusion  has  already  been  made, 
was  dedicated  Nov.  20,  1805.  The  house  was  remodeled 
and  refitted  in  1848.  Before  the  settlement  of  a  minister, 
Bev.  Zephaniah  Swift,  Rev.  Jesse  Edson  of  Hriifay,  Vt., 
and  Bey.  Joel  Baker  of  West  Granville,  in  turn  minis- 
tered to  the  people.    The  first  pastor  was  Rev.  John  Jack- 

,  son.  He  was  ordained  June  10,  1798*  He  was  a  native 
of  Petersham,  and  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  in  1792.  He 
was  dismissed  Oct*  lO,  1801.  Bev.  Jabez  Munsell,  a  grad- 
uate of  Dartmouth  in  1794^  succeeded  him^  May  26, 1803, 
and  was  dismissed  May  28, 1805.  June  11, 1806,  Bey. 
Josiah  W.  Canning  of  New  Braintree,  a  graduate  of  Wil* 
liams  College  in  180d»  was  ordained  in  his  place,  was  dis- 
missed June  11, 1827,  preached  as  stated  supply  from  1832 
to  1839,  when.  Sept  24th  (Kf  that  year,  he  was  re-settled. 
He  performed  pastoral  duty  until  Sept  6,  1846,  when  he 
was  disabled  by  a  shock  of  the  palsy.  He  died  in  1854, 
his  pastoral  connection  with  the  church  not  having  been 
dissolved.  And  here  it  is  pleasant  to  record  the  virtues  of 
one  so  recently  gone,  while  they  are  yet  fresh  in  memory. 

,  Mr.  CiUiHing  was  a  fine  scholar,  imd,  in  former  years,  was 
accustomed  to  have  his  suuiy  filled  with  } cnnf*  men  fitting 
for  college,  or  the  various  professions,  maiiy  *>!"  whom  have 
risen  to  eminence.  His  dignity  and  modesty,  always  prom- 
inent traits  in  his  character,  did  not  exceed  hh  worth  as  a 
man,  his  purity  :xs  a  christian,  or  his  devotedness  as  a  min- 
ister of  the  gospel. 

After  the  dismission  of  Mr.  Canning,  in  1827,  the  pulpit 
was  supplied  by  Rev.  F.  S.  Whiting  and  Rev.  James  Sand 
§axd^  the  latter  of  wiTom  was  settled  as  the  pastor  of  tl^e 
31* 
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church  Dec.  25,  1829.  lie  was  dismisged  April  21,  1831. 
Rev.  William  Miller  of  ^ew  Braintree,  a  i]:iaduat€  of  Am- 
herst in  1842,  was  settled  Feb.  21,  lb4y.  He  was  dis- 
missed June  4,  1850,  and  Rev.  Edward  F.  Brooks  was 
iMtelied  in  his  place,  June  25, 1851.  Mr.  Brooks  was  a 
naliTe  of  Halifax,  Vt.,  a  gradoate  of  Waahington  College, 
Pa^  and  is  still  the  pastor. 

The  Methodist  church  in  Gill  was  foimod  in  1823,  and 
the  following  is  the  list  of  the  preachers  who  have  sa|»pUed 
it:  Rev.  Messrs.  John  Nixon,  Alexander  Hulin,  Elisha 
Andrews,  John  B.  Husted,  F«  W.  Sizer,  James  G.  Bonto-^ 
coo,  William  Todd,  O.  £.  Bosworth,  Windsor  Ward,  Hor- 
ace Monlton,  E.  P«  Sleyens,  Daniel  Bannistar,  Wnu  Kim- 
beli,  C.  Hajward,  Wm.  WilQUtt,  Lyman  Wing,  Asa  Niles^ 
CoWer,  8.  Heath,  A.  Latham,  Phik  Hawks,  Jolm  Titfe, 
Wm.  Gordon,  David  Todd,  lehabod  Marcj,  H.  Glaik^ 
Jotm  Bidcetts,  W.  A  Oapp,  Charles  Barnes,  Hoses  Stod- 
dard, Leonard  Frost,  D.  L.  Winslow,  Roman  Church, 
Jarvis  Wilson,  J.  W.  P.  Jordan,  Solomon  Cushman  and 
Horace  Smith. 

Gill  opens  a  rich  field  for  the  explorations  of  the  geolo- 
gist, which  has  been  occupied  in  a  measure  by  Dr.  Hitch- 
cock, Dr.  Deane  and  Mr.  Margb.  In  the  vicinity  of  Turn- 
er's Falls,  at  the  "  horse-race,"  and  other  localities,  tracks 
of  birds  and  early  animals  have  been  discovered  in  the 
sajidstone,  specimens  of  which  have  found  their  way  to  the 
geological  cabinets  of  the  oid  world.  Near  the  ferry, 
above  tlie  Falls,  on  lands  of  Mr.  T.  M.  Stourrhton,  the 
late  Mr.  Marsh,  tlie  se It-taught  man  ot"  science  and  the 
enthusiastic  collector  of  natural  curiosities,  obtained  some 
of  the  finest  specimens  of  his  now  dispersed  cabinet.  These 
tracks  are  also  found  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Roswell  Field, 
abont  three-fourths  of  a  mile  above  the  last  mentioned  lo* 
caiity.  Stationer's  black  sand,  of  the  finest  quality,  m  abo 
obtained  at  one  or  two  localities  on  the  river. 

The  sympathies  of  many  of  the  people  of  Gill  were 
strongly  on  the  side  of  the  insurgents  in  the  pme  of  the 
Shays  Rebellion.  Two  of  the  three  men  shot  at  Spxiag- 
field,  at  .the  tune  of  the  attack  upon  the  Arsenal,  were 
were  from  Gill,  Tis>«-Esekiel  Boot  and  Ariel  Webster, 

The  town  is  divided  into  six  school  districts,  and  the  old, 
dilapidaled  school  houses  are  rapidly  giving  place  to  aesi 
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and  ('onvf'nient  Htructures.  The  amount  appropriated  ftr 
school  ])urj»<)sos  in  1854  was  $500. 

The  leading  iii«]iistriMl  pursuit  is  a«j^ricultnrp,  i'nv  whioh 
thf  territory  is  adiniralily  adapted.  There  are  mauy  water 
privileges,  but  lew  of  them  have  been  improved.  Ballard 
&;  Janes  have  a  saw  mill,  with  a  pail  factory  attached, 
which  produces  100,000  feet  of  lumber,  and  40,000  patls 
per  aimum.  John  Arms  is  the  proprietor  of  anollier  saw 
mill,  which  taws  75,000  £det  of  lumber  per  annum.  £• 
A.  Bates  has  a  small  cotton  batting  factory,  which  tarns 
o»t  150  lbs.  of  that  prodnet  daily.  About  8,000  doMi 
palm  leaf  hats  yearly  are  the  i»odact  of  female  industry* 

GiM  has  not  made  a  great  noise  in  the  would  thsoagh  the 
1^  of  emineiit  natiTes,  but  a  Gill  boy  laid  the  cap  stone 
of  Banker  Hill  mommmt,  a  Gill  boy  built  the  fiibt  hotel 
at  Sasratosa,  and  Gill  boys  were  the  only  vobmimr$9  from 
HhB  eomny,  in  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain.  It  has 
ffcrm  birth  to  two  poets,  whose  graceful  Tene  has  adorned 
the  pages  of  the  ^uekerbocker  Magazine,  and  other  lead* 
ing  periodicals,  viz :  E.  W.  B.'  Canning,  at  present  a  resi^ 
dent  of  Pittsfieldj  and  Josiah  D.  Canning,  still  a  resident 
of  Gill,  and  familiarly  known  to  the  public  as  "The 
Peasant  Bard."  £.  W.  B.  Cauuiug  graduated  at  Williams 
College  in  1834. 

The  amount  of  money  raised  in  Gill  by  taxation,  in 
1854,  was  $1,000.  The  tow  n  owes  no  debt,  has  172  rata- 
ble polls,  contains  19  S(|uaie  milt  s  of  territory  a,nS  37 
miles  of  roads.  The  jxfpulation  in  1840  was  778 ;  in 
18d0,  741 ;  decrease  in  ten  years,  37. 

GREENFIELD. 

The  territory  of  Greenfield  was  originally  a  part  ot 
•  De^eld,  being  then  called  Green  River.  Jan.  15, 1738-9, 
the  inhabitants  of  Green  River  petitioned  the  town  of 
Deerfield  to  be  set  off  as  a  flepaiate  parish,  whifsh  was  re^ 
fused  The  request  was  renewed,  and  a  questaon  having 
aiken  as  to  the  dividing  line,  at  a  town  meeting  at  Deer- 
field  April  3d,  1753,  it  was  voted  <«that  CoL  Oliver 
Ptotridge,  Doet  Samuel  Mather,  and  Lieut  Bbeneser  Hunt 
be  deairod  to  eonsiderand  determine  where  ye  dividii^line 
shatt  be  between  ye  town  and  ye  proposed  district  on  the 
MMk  side  of  Deeifif Id  river  f  and  to  aetand  detmins 
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as  if  tliere  had  bavn  no  votes  of  tlie  town  previous  to  this 
with  reirard  to  said  lands  or  district  with  respect  to  the 
boundaries."'  This  committee  met  and  viewed  tlie  lands, 
April  luth,  attended  by  a  committee  of  two  from  the  old 
town  and  two  iVom  the  proposed  districty  and  made  a 
port  dated  April  12,  1753,  which  was  aooepted  at  a  town 
tneetiDg  in  Deerfield,  April  13.  This  report  detamuaed 
^  tbat  a  line  be  run  as  iiir  Northward  as  tjie  line  Icnown  hj 
the  name  of  '  ei^t  thousand  acre  line,'  to  run  from  Coo- 
nectioot  river  West  to  the  West  end  of  the  irst  tier  of  loti 
wiaeh  lie  West  of  the  seven  mile  llMe,  ^ee."-  This  is  the 
present  line  between  Greenfield  and  I>eerfielcL  The  rep<»i 
goes  on  to  state :  ^  We  ftirther  judge  it  reasonable  that 
kinds  lying  in  a  certain  meadow  or  interval  which  lies 
North  of  Deerfleld  river,  whish  is  known  b j  the  name  of 
Cheapside,  which  bdong  to  Timodiy  Childs,  Jr.^  and  David 
Wells,  who  dwell  in  said  proposed  district,  shall  ^ay  taxes 
to  said  district  when  setoff.  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  •  We  further  judt^e 
it  reasonable  the  same  proportion  of  county  tax  laid  on  the 
town  of  Deerlield  liereafter  be  paid  by  the  said  district 
when  set  off  as  was  levied  upon  the  inhabitants  and  rata- 
ble estate  in  the  limits  of  the  district  for  the  last  tax,  and 
that  the  said  district  have  the  improvement  of  one  half  of 
the  se(iiiestered  lands  in  the  said  town  of  Deerlield,  i)eiug 
North  of  Decrfield  river."  At  a  town  meeting  in  Deer- 
field,  Decemlx  r,  1753,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  divide 
the  sequestered  land  or  the  income  of  it,  North  of  DeOK^ 
field  river,  with  the  minister  and  people  of  Greenfield. 

The  charter  of  Greenfield,  granted  June  9,  1763^  after 
bounding  the  town  according  to  the  report  of  the  oommi^ 
tee,  and  investing  it  ^  with  all  the  PrivilegeSi  Powers  and 
Immnnities  that  towns  in  this  Province  do  or  may  enjoy, 
that  of  sending  a  representative  to  the  Gksneral  Court  only . 
excepted,''  enacts  '^that  the  lands  in  a  certain  interval  or 
meadow  cidled  Cheapside^  which  do  now  belong  to  Timothy 
QiildS)  Jan.  and  David  Wells  shall  pay  their  taxes  to  said 
district  of  Greenfield  so  long  as  they  are  owned  by  any 
persons  living  widuQ  said  district ;  and  again :  *^  Provided 
,alBo  that  the  said  District  shall  have  the  improvement  of 
'  one  half  of  the  Sequestered  Lands  on  the  North  side  of 
Deerfield  river,  mrtil  there  shall  be  another  district  <ff 
parish  made  out  of  the  said  town  of  Deerlield.'*    The  cluu> 
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ter^  as  will  be  seen,  in  those  provisions  did  not  tbllow  the 
report  and  award  ot  the  iomiiiittee,  the  coramitte*^  having 
fixed  no  limitation  of  time,  when  Greenfield  should  cease 
to  have  the  taxes  from  Cheapside,  or  the  improvement  of 
one  half  of  the  sequestered  lands.  In  1767,  the  district 
of  C  onway  was  made  out  of  Deerfield. 

In  176^5,  the  charter  of  Greenlieid  first  appears  on  the 
town  records.  And  at  a  town  raeetinf?  at  Greenfield,  IVf.irrh 
25,  17G8,  it  was  voted  "to  take  the  Ix  st  advice  we  can  get 
with  respect  to  our  holdiniz  or  keepnii:  the  sequestered  Innds 
for  the  use  of  the  ministry  in  Deertieid,  and  if  we  can  have 
proper  encouragement,  to  stand  a  trial  in  the  law  for  the 
same.*'  Three  days  afterwards,  a  town  committee  was 
raised  in  Deerfield  to  take  advice  respecting  an  attempt  to 
regain  these  sequestered  lands.  At  a  town  meetmg  in 
Greenfield,  August  1, 1768,  it  was  voted  to  stand  the  suit 
with  respect  to  the  sequestcored  hai^Bf  and  May  29, 1769, 
aoommittee  was  choaen  ^  to  prefer  a  petition  to  the  G^enend 
Gonit  to  make  a  new  act  with  regard  to  oar  being  aet  off 
horn  ye  town  of  DeerMd,  said  act  to  be  made  agreeaiUe 
to  the  r^rt  of  the  oommitlee  that  was  matnaU j  choaen 
fay  the  town  and  ns  for  that  pnrpoae,  aaid  report  being  ae- 
cepted  by  the  town  and  distnef  ' 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  varioiia  votes  that  a  oon« 
troversy  had  arisen  between  Greenfield  and  Deerfleld  re* 
specting  the  sequestered  lands,  and  the  vamtion  in  the{no- 
vislons  of  the  charter  of  the  town,  firom  the  tenns  of  the 
award  of  the  committee  matoaHy  agreed  upon  by  the  par- 
ties. How  this  variation  happened  to  be  made,  we  cannot 
now  certainlv  determine,  but  we  know  by  tradition  that  it 
led  to  niany  violent  disputes  between  tlie  inhabitants  of  the 
two  towns,  and  in  one  instance,  at  least,  to  an  actual  iiffray, 
.  where  rakes  and  piLchtorks  were  freely  used  in  a  contest 
for  the  possession  of  the  crops  upon  the  lands  in  question. 
It  is  also  certain  that  the  comniittee  intende  d  that  there 
should  be  no  «uch  limitation  to  the  improvement  of  the 
eequestered  land-,  as  that  provided  in  the  charter  of  the 
town ;  since,  on  Decomber  29, 1770,  they  drew  up  anrf 
signed  a  certificate  as  ibilows: 

"  Whereas,  we  the  sbbsoribers  were  appointed  by  the  town 
of  Deerfielcl  in  the  year  1758,  to  consider  and  determine  in 
what  naaner  the  diAtri(^t  of  Greenfield  should  be  set  q&  from 
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Uie  towa  oi  Deerfield,  and  among  other  things  to  determine' 
whftt  part  of  the  saaueatered  lands  in  Dearfieid  the  taid  di»- 
triot^  when  set  off,  should  be  entitled  to^  and  for  what  term  of 
time,  which  article  we  tookunder  consideration  as  by  our  report 
appears,  and  we  did  determine  that  it  was  reasonaole  that  the 
said  district  should  ha.ve  the  improvement  of  the  one  half  of 
the  said  '^pqiiestered  land  lying  North  of  Deerfield  river,  ^vith- 
out  limitation  of  any  time,  &c.,  and  now  being  desired  to  sig- 
nify the  understanding  we  then  had  of  the  afiair — we  do  now 
say  that  it  was  our  design  and  intent  that  the  said  district 
should  forever  thereafter  hold  and  improve  part  of  the  said 
lands,  . and  having  seen  the  act  of  incorporation  of  the  district 
of  Greenfield,  and  the  limitation  therein  made  with  respect  to 
the  improvement  of  the  said  sequestered  lands,  which  we 
freely  aeclare  is  entirely  contrary  to  what  was  our  intent  and 
meaning. 

Oliver  Partridge,  Samuel  Madier,  £bene2er  Hunt 
December  29,  1770.'^ 

But  the  inteaoAaa  of  the  committee,  could  not,  of  eonine, 
avail  against  the  express  language  of  the  charter,  wliicli 
seems  to  have  been  overlooked  by  the  inhabitants  of  Green- 
field until  the  year  1767;  and,  accordingly,  the  town  of 
Beheld  prevailed  in  several  suits  of  trespass,  which  it 
commenced  against  persons  in  Gfeenfield,  who  had  entered 
upon  the  lands  and  carried  away  the  crops.  These  suits 
were  defended  by  the  town  of  Greenfield,  and  were  finally 
settleU  January  10,  1771,  by  the  payment  of  £40.  * 

The  subject  of  the  desired  change  of  boundary  was  kept 
before  the  General  Court  until  Feb.  2,  1773,  when,  upon  a 
petition  of  the  Greenfield  committee,  a  preamble  and  reso- 
lution were  adopted  in  the  House  of  Representative?,  con- 
taining tlie  following  language  :  "  Whereas,  it  appears  that 
the  town  of  Deerfield  did  originally  grant  tho  lands  in  the 
petition  mentioned  for  the  support  of  the  ministry  in  said 
town.  And  the  said  town  did  consent  that  the  district  of 
Greenfield  should  have  one  half  the  same,  on  the  North 
side  of  Dcerlield  river,  there  being  then  but  one  minister, 
and  they  cxpectin<r  there  would  soon  be  another  settled  in 
paid  Greenfield,  liesolved,  that  the  district  of  Greenfield 
ought  to  hold  their  proportion  of  the  sequestered  or  minis- 
try land  aforesaid."  In  council,  on  the  next  day,  the  above 
urere  read,  and  unanimonsly  non-eonourred  in. 

No  ftirther  action  appears  to  have  been  taken  upon  this 
si^jectimtii  1782,  when  it  was  again  brought  befi»re  the 
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towpi  faul  witltool  iw J  dodiive  al^pB  Mag  takfliL  It  tNa 
Mted  vnttl  18d6-*7,  wben  a  yiewing  committee  of  the 
LegidBtpre  made  a  wwaimow  report  in  &Tar  of  the  pio« 
posed  dhenge  (Sen.  Doc  1837,  5,)  which  mm,  never* 
thefess,  defeated*  The  same  question  was  embraced  in  a 
petition  presented  to  the  Legislature  of  1850,  by  resident 
of  the  disputed  liuids,  but  the  petition  was  witluliawn  with- 
out ii  hearinjr  iqion  it,  with  an  intimation  by  the  petit iuuci  s 
that  it  would  be  presented  to  a  fLiiui  e  Lej»islatiy^.  Of  the 
modem  history  of  this  controversy,  ^vlli(•h  has  always  to 
some  extent  alienated  the  people  of  (  tit*  jjtield  and  Deer- 
field  from  each  other,  and  which  appears  to  be  not  ^  (  i: 
finished,  we  have  pui'po:iely  abstained  from  speaking  at 
length. 

When  the  news  of  the  battle  of  Lexington  reached 
GreenfieUi,  tiie  people  assembled  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
same  day,  and  formed  a  company  of  volimteers  upon  the 
spot,  ohoc^g  Benjamin  Hastings  captain*  Hastings,  how- 
ever, became  himself  second  in  command,  yielding  the  first 
sank  to  Capt  Timothy  Chiids,  who,  Ih;  modestly  said,  was 
a  man  of  greater  experience  than  himself,  Afuron  Davis 
mgaa  then  chosen  ensign,  and  the  next  morning  the  company 
marched  for  Cambhdge.  During  the  whole  war  of  the 
BeTolntion  the  people  of  this  town  took  an  active  interest 
in  its  progress  and  success,  as  is  abundantly  shown  by  the 
muaeroiie  vecoids  of  votes  choosing  committees  of  corres* 

Smdence  and  safety,  approving  the  ccmfederation  of  the 
nited  States,  raising  money  for  ammunition  and  food,  and 
hiring  men  for  the  army,  as  well  as  by  their  prompt  per- 
aoaal  obedience  to  the  calls  for  reinicircements. 

It  was  not  until  the  meeting  of  the  first  Legislature  under 
the  Constitution  of  Massachusetts,  which  assembled  in  Octo- 
ber, 1780,  that  Greenfield  iirst  beciunc  entitled  to  a  repre- 
sentative. In  1802,. the  town  was  visited  by  a  pestilence 
which  destroyed  57  persons  durin;?  the  year. 

September  24,  Ylooy  after  taking  the  advice  of  several 
ministers  with  respect  to  the  fituL?,s  of  Mr.  Kdward  Billings 
for  the  work  of  the  miuLsu-y  in  Cir<'enfield.  the  towu  voted 
to  give  him  a  call,  which  was  accepted.  In  17 GO,  a  meet- 
ing-house was  built  fifty  feet  by  forty,  and  in  17G1,  a  call 
was  given  to  Mr.  Roger  Newton,  which  was  accepted ;  Mr. 
BiUmgii  having^diedf  but  in  what  year  is  not  known*  Xa 
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1818,  the  town  invited  Rev*  Qamaliel  S.  Olds  to  settle  as 
colleague  with  Mr.  liewton,  and  Mr.  CHda  ao  acted  until 
1816,  when  lie  wae  dismiseed.  In  December,  1816,  Mr. 
Newton  died,  aged  79,  after  a  ministry  in  this  place  of  iif)^ 
eix  years.  Rev.  SylTMter  Woodbridge  was  ordained  as 
minister  in  1817,  and  dknussed  in  1828;  in  188% 
Ber.  Amariah  Chandler,  the  present  minister  of  the  Isl 
Society,  was  ordahied.  The  old  maeting-hoase  on  the 
ylain,  a  mile  North  of  Greenfield  Village,  was  taken  down 
In  1681,  and  Ihe  inreaent  nieeting-iioase  at  Nash^  nulla  wna 
boilt 

There  was  a  ^vision  of  the  original  society  about  the 
time  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Newton,  and  the  new  society  built 

their  meeting-house  in  1819.  For  a  time  this  society  bad 
the  services  of  Rev.  Dan  Huntington,  now  of  Hadlcy. 
Their  settled  ministers  have  been  Rev.  Messrs.  Charles 
Jenkins,  from  1820  to  1824  ;  William  C.  Fowler,  182  "!  to 
1827;  Caleh  S.  Henry,  1829  to  IS  U;  ThoiiKi^  Bellows, 
1833  to  183-1;  Samuel  Washburn,  1837  to  1841 ;  Lorenzo 
L.  Langstroth,  1843  to  1848 ;  George  C  Partidge,  1848 
to  1854. 

The  8d  Congregational  Society  (I  nitaiinn)  separated 
irom  the  2d  society  in  1825.  Their  ministers  have  heon 
Kev.  Winthrop  Bailey,  from  1825  to  1835 ;  Rev.  John 
Paikman,  Jr.,  1837  to  1839  ;  since  which  time  8evej:al 
ministers  have  preached  as  stated  supplies*  Their  moot 
ing-house  was  built  in  1837. 

The  Episcopal  Society  was  formed  in  1812.  Titus 
Strong  has  been  the  rector  since  1815.    Their  church  was  . 
huilt  in  181^  and  rebuilt  in  1847.   The  latter  is  a  sub- 
stantial stone  edifice,  equaling  hi  the  heaut^  of  its  finish 
and  intenial  decorations^  any  in  Weslem  MaiMMoliiisetts. 

The  Methodist  Soeiely  -was  fonned  in  1835.  Thek 
]«eaeheTS  have  been  Rev.  Messrs*  Paul  Townshend,  JL 
Bansora,  L.  G.  GoUins^  C.  Barnes,  L  B.  Bigelow,  L  Marcy, 
J.  Mudge,  R.  Eelleitt,  S/Marcy,  J.  Nickols»  D.  Ames,  J. 
Paulson,  and  Linus  Fish. 

^e  Baptist  Society  was  formed  in  1852,  and  have  pur- 
chased a  place  for  a  church.  The  preachers  have  been 
Rev.  Joseph  H.  Seaver  and  lie  v.  Wm.  F.  Nelson. 

In  1753,  the  pay  of  persons  that  liad  done  service  for 
the  district,  in  school  teaching,  was  iixed  at  two  shiliings  a 
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tst  8dmaier«  and  0110  iihilliiig'  Aod  jwiriMiMWi  a  day  fbr 
Jte  FalL   Li  1768,  it  was  voted  to  hire  a  ichool  all  tha 

yaar  Tound ;  and  in  1767,  the  town  was  divided  into  seven 

school  districts,  £20  bein^^  raised  as  school  money.  At 
prchciit,  S3,24G  are  raised  tor  schutJ  innncy  by  the  town, 
and  there  are  10  public  schools  with  luuiteen  teachers.  A 
high  school  with  jO  achuiars,  established  under  the  statutes 
of  the  State,  is  taught  by  Luther  B.  Lim  ulii.  The  Green- 
field Institute  fur  the  educatiou  ot  Young  Ladies,  incorpo- 
rated in  1843,  under  the  charge  of  theMisftes  Stone,  main- 
tains its  high  reputation. 

In  1763,  the  iu)pulation  of  Greenfield  was  3G8  ;  in  1880, 
it  was  1.550 ;  in  lH40,it  vfn^  1.758  ;  in  1H50,  it  was  2,580; 
and  at  present  it  is  Bomewhat  over  «iyOUU)  and  is  raj^idij 
iucrea&iug. 

The  town  contains  two  baoks^  the  Greenfield  and  the 
Frwiklin  County,  each  with  a  capital  stock  of  $200,000, 
an  Institution  for  Savings  with  deposits  to  the  amount  of 
$300,000,  two  Insurance  Companies,  the  Franklin  Mutual 
and  the  GreeofiekiStookaiidMutualyaHortioultaral  Asaa- 
eiation,  &c.,  &c. 

The  Green  River  Cemetery  Company  was  organised 
-May  26^  1851,  and  its  present  0!flhMn«  are  HeoiyW.  Clli4ip^ 
Fraaidant,  and  Heniy  B.  Qappy  Treasurer.  The  Game- 
teij  IB  Bitaated  within  the  limits  of  Deerfield,  upon  a  hill 
wluoh  overlooks  the  village  of  Greenfield,  half  a  mile  to 
the  North,  and  is  laid  out  with  much  taste  and  elegance, 
and  will  in  a  few  jeavs  Jbe  one  of  the  moat  beaatifol  of  the 
fmral  oemeteries  of  New  England. 

In  1850,  a  Fire  Department  was  organized  in  tins  town, 
and  at  present  there  are  two  large  and  effective  fire  ooni> 
panics,  two  lire  engines,  and  a  well  disciplined  Hook  and 
Ladder  Company,  with  appropriate  implements.  There 
are  several  ample  reservoirs  in  diHercnt  parts  ot  ihe  village. 

Amongst  the  m:inufactaring  establishments,  the  folio  wing 
are  the  most  prominent : 

The  Green  River  Works,  for  the  manufacture  of  Cutle- 
ry, established  in  1884,  by  tTohn  Russell,  its  present  head, 
on  the  Grsen  River,  at  about  a  quarter  of  a  inil*^  North  of 
its  present  situation.  The  buildings  wem  destroyed  by 
fire  in  1836,  and  were  rebuilt  and  enlarged  the  same  year, 
-whesa  they  now  stands  a  £sw  rods  bek>w  the  dividing  line 
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betwetii  Greenfield  and  Deerficld.  Withiu  a  few  years, 
the  business  and  tbe  buildings  have  been  much  increased, 
and  at  the  present,  table  cutler} ,  and  butcher  and  shoe 
knives  to  tlie  anKunit  of  S3t)< ^nou  arc  annually  uuinutkc- 
tured  by  300  ineti  and  }\oys  ;  with  an  annual  consumption 
of  100  tuns  of  cast  steel,  180  tvins  ot  Granadilla  wood,  50 
tuns  ot"  ebony,  50  tuns  of  cattle  iiorns,  10,500  lb?,  of  ivory, 
150  tuns  of  hard  coal,  15,000  bushels  of  charcoal,  175  tuna 
ofjir  indstones,  and  other  articles  in  like  proportion.  Cut- 
leiy  of  their  manufacture  is  found  all  over  the  United 
States.  The  present  proprietors  are  Jofetfi  Buseell,  NatiuuBh 
iel  E.  Russell,  and  Henry  B.  Clapp. 

The  Greenfield  Mannfacturing  Coraprjiy  was  incorpo- 
xaled  in  1832,  witli  a  capital  stock  of  «80,000,  whick 
now  held  equally  by  Charles  H.  Mills  and  Co.  of  Boston, 
and  Theodore  Leonard  of  Oreenftdd,  IS^*  X>eonard  being 
■the  Treasurar  of  the  Company  and  manager  of  the  estab*  - 
lishment  It  mano^turee  black  doe£na  excLnmeij^ 
and  turns  out  aboat  140^0  yards  amiaallyy  -worth  from 
$150,000  to  $175,000,  consummg  about  150,000  lbs.  of 
wool,  mostly  of  the  finer  quality  of  Saxony,  wd  employ- 
ing 120  operatives  Its  goods  are  manuftotuxed  with 
great  eare,  and  are  well  known  to  the  trade  in  Boston,  New 
York,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  which  are  its  principal 
markets.  The  mill  is  a  substantial  ^tone  building,  100 
feet  by  45,  four  stories  high.  It  ha.s,  besides,  a  smaller 
stone  buikUng,  used  in  the  finishing  processes,  a  dye  liouse, 
machine  shop,  wool  house  and  other  buildings,  with  live 
sets  of  machinery.  The  situation  is  ui)on  Fall  River,  at 
a  beautilui  and  romantic  spot  surrounded  by  high  hilis, and 
nearTurner*s  Falls. 

The  Greenfield  Tool  Com} "any  removed  to  this  place  m 
1851,  from  Conway,  where  it  was  first  organized  in  1850.  Its 
present  officers  are  George  W.  Potter,  President,  and  Hop- 
kins Woods,  Treasurer.  There  are  two  buildings,  each  • 
two  stories  high,  and  200  feet  long,  besides  a  range  con- 
taining the  store  room,  blacksmith's  shop,  ^c,  of  still 
greater  length,  wliich,  with  other  smaller  bnildbigs,  cost 
eome  $33,000  besides  the  land ;  all  situated  on  the  Con- 
necticut River  Railroad,  a  short  distance  above  Greenfield 
viHage.  It  employs  80  haods^  all  Am«rli»iis>  and  makes 
M^dt  $80/)00  worth  of  jalkk^  tools  anradlj,  and 
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iti  Tetient  additioiiB  to  mtdunerjr  will  probably  n^e  a 
larger  amount  in  future ;  consuming  at  present  120,000 
feet  of  beech  timber  a  j  tar,  with  some  $3,000  worth  of 
foreign  woods.  Its  metals  are  all  manutaclured  on  the 
premises  from  the  ruw  materiid,  except  piime-irons.  The 
aoods  manufactured  ai*e  sold  in  Australia,  California,  South 
America,  the  West  Xndiefi,  ihiQ  Canadas,  and  in  all  of  the 
United^tates. 

Messrs.  S.  and  F.  Boylston  manutacture  annually 
$12,01)0  to  §15,0UO  worth  of  baby  wagons,  gi^rs  and  car- 
riages of  every  description,  varying  in  price  from  $i  50 
to  iI30.  This  is  a  new  branch  of  business  in  this  region, 
and  is  prosecuted  by  the  Messrs.  Boylston,  and  H.  E. 
Field,  with  an  energy  well  ealculated  to  supply  the  in* 
creasing  demand* 

The  following  are  some  of  the  men  of  note  now  dead, 
who  haTO  lived  in  Greenfield :  Boger  Newton,  the  minister 
of  the  First  Congregational  Society,  from  1761  to  1816. 
Isaac  Newton,  a  nephew  of  Boger  Newton,  and  a  man  of 
mnch  benevolence,  came  to  the  town  in  1770,  and  died  in 
18d4,  aged  75.  Caleb  Clapp,  a  gentleman  of  the  old 
school,  an  officer  in  the  Revolution,  and  a  finend  of  Wash- 
ington. Thomas  Chapman,  a  native  of  England,  and  the 
father  of  Rev.  Dr.  Geo.  T.  Chapman  and  Henry  Chapman. 
William  Coleman,  a  native  of  Boston,  and  for  many  years 
before  his  death  the  editor  of  the  Kew  York  Evening 
Post,  the  friend  of  Hamilton,  and  the  partner  oi  Burr, 
lived  in  Greenfield  during  his  early  life,  and  many  heauti- 
ful  elm?,  planted  by  him,  ^vliich  still  adorn  the  village,  bear 
witness  to  his  taste  and  public  spirit.  Jerome  Ripley,  the 
father  of  Franklin  Ripley,  ami  of  George  Riph*y,  now  of 
the  New  York  Tribune,  died  Dec.  25,  IS.'-S.  at  the  age  of 
84,  an  honored  resident  lor  I'J  years.  Jonathan  Leavitt 
Judge  of  Probate  and  of  the  C.  C.  Pleas,  died  in  1830. 
■  Richard  E.  Newcorab,  Judge  of  Probate,  from  1821  until 
his  death  in  May,  1849.  Elijah  Alvord,  a  member  of  the 
Constitutional  Convention  in  1820,  the  father  of  James  C. 
Alvord,  and  of  Daniel  W.  Alvord,  and  clerk  of  the  courts 
ftonk  1819  till  his  death  in  Sept,  1840.  James  C.  Alvord, 
beyond  aU  question  one  <tf  the  most  brilliant  and  promis- 
ing men  ia  the  state,  eleeled  member  of  Congress  in  1838, 
\M  died  at  the  age  of  81,  in  Sept.,  1839,  before  taking  his 


Digitized  by 


876 


GRESNFIELD 


Beat.  l).ini(  1  Wells,  late  Chief  Justice  of  the  C.  C.  Pleaa, 
who  died  in  June,  1854.  Dr.  John  Stone,  born  in  1763, 
came  to  Greenfield  in  1787,  and  removed  to  Springfield 
about  1819,  where  he  died  in  1838,  aged  75.  Dr.  Alphens 
F.  Stone,  brother  of  the  foregoing,  practiced  medicine  here 
froTn  1805,  until  his  donih  in  Auf?nst,  1851.  Dr.  Amariah 
Bri^li;ini,  late  of  the  Insane  Hospital  at  Utica,  N.  Y.,  lived 
here  from  1821  to  1831.  Thomas  Dickman,  already  noticed 
in  the  history  of  the  newspaper  press,  as  the  printer  of  the 
first  newspaper  here. 

Dexter  Marsh,  the  collector  of  the  fossils  of  Connect!- 
•  cut  River,  died  April  2,  1853,  aged  47*  A  brief  sketch 
of  the  history  of  these  fossils  will  be  proper  in  this  place, 
A  discovery,  indicating  that  birds  and  other  animal^  in- 
habited the  earth  during  the  deposition  of  the  New  Ked 
Sand-stone  of  the  Comiecticut  River,  was  made  in  1835, 
in  the  South-west  part  tif  Montague.  Hioir  footprints  are 
impressed  upon  the  strata  of  this  rock,  In  a  very  perftct 
state  of  preservation.  The  importance  attached  to  these 
vestiges,  lies  in  the  fact,  that  they  reveal  the  existence  <^ 
air-breathing,  warm-blooded  ammals,  in  a  period  of  the 
earth's  antiquity,  immensely  remote*  The  discovery  of 
such  indications  of  the  higliui  grade  of  animal  life  so  low 
down  in  the  geological  series,  conflicted  with  establislie  l , 
doctrines,  uiid  there  was  not  a  geologist  in  this  country,  or 
in  Li  I  ope,  who  would  admit  the  manifest  conclusion  at 
first  drawn  from  these  eloquent  inscriptions.  The  first 
practical  observer  of  these  foot-marks,  and  the  discovt  rer 
of*  the  fact  that  they  were  the  foot-marks  of  birds,  ^vas  Dr. 
James  Deane  of  Greeniicld  ;  and  it  was  by  iiis  etibrts, 
through  the  means  of  descriptions,  plaster  easts,  &;c.,  that 
the  attention  of  eminent  scientific  men  was  drawn  to  the 
piiliject.  Dr.  Edward  Hitchcock  of  Amherst  gave  them 
the  first  thorough  scientific  investigation,  and  first  publish- 
ed the  discovery  to  the  scientific  world.  He  pursued  the 
investigation  of  the  subject  with  such  care,  sttch  nice 
intelligence,  and  such  thorough  method,  as  forever  to  id^ 
tify  his  name  with  the  discovery  and  the  philosophical  con- 
clusions of  which  it  forms  the  basis. 

At  a  later  day  the  subject  attracted  the  attention  of  Mr* 
Harsh,  who  pursued  it  with  extraordinary  vigor  and  sue* 
cess.  Although  the  gentleman  did  not  possess  the  advan*^ 
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tages  of  education,  yet  by  untiring  activity,  mid  by  the 
acuteness  ot  his  judgment,  be  has  been  justly  regarded  as 
•  the  Hugh  Miller  of  the  2sew  lied  San<istone.  He  was  sus- 
tained by  a  singular  enthusiasm  until,  by  discovery  upon 
discovery,  he  contributed  a  collection  of  inestimable  value 
to  this  single  department  of  paleontological  science*  His 
cabinet  contained  the  record  of  innumerable  birds,  reptiles 
and  fishes ;  a  record  of  nmnistakable  truth,  that  three 
classes  of  the  animal  kinffdom  flourished  in  affluent  abun- 
dance  during  the  sandstone  era  of  the  world.  At  his  exe- 
CQtor^s  sale  in  Sept,  1853,  this  magnificent  collection  real- 
ised nearly  three  thousand  dollars,  a  significant  evidence 
of  its  appreciation  by  the  scientific  public  Mr.  Marsh 
originated  in  Montague,  bat  liyed  in  Greenfield  for  many 
years  previous  to  his  death. 

HAWLEY. 

This  town,  named  in  honor  of  Hon.  Joseph  Hawley  of 
!Northampton,  received  its  iirst  settlers  about  1770.  Their 
names  were  Capt.  Samuel  Hitchcock,  Daniel  Burt,  Keubeu 
Cooley  and  Koah  Strickland.  Subsequently  there  came 
in  Nathaniel  Parker,  Noah  Cooley,  Zebedec  Wood,  Arthur 
Hitchcock,  Joel  Cool<\y,  Thomas  King,  Timothy  Baker, 
Abel  Parker  and  Josepii  Bangs.  The  town  was  incorpo- 
rated February  7,  1702,  and  the  organization  took  place 
in  the  April  Ibliowing.  One  school  district  in  the  North 
part  of  the  town  bears  the  name  of  Bozrah,''  its  settlers 
coming  from  a  locality  in  Connecticut^  of  that  name.  It 
WBj  be  mentioned  here  that  another,  near  the  center  of  the 
town,  bears  the  name  of  ^  Pudding  Hollow,"  from  the  fact 
that  two  women  living  there»  in  the  early  times,  matched 
themselves  in  the  endeavor  to  make  the  largest  pudding. 
One  of  the  interesting  reminiscences  of  the  early  settle- 
ment relates  to  the  presence,  in  the  town,  one  winter,  of 
*  CoL  Ethan  Allen,  who  brought  with  him  a  drove  of  hogs, 
that  they  might  &tten  th^oaelves  on  beach-nuts.  The 
town  has  neither  Indian  nor  Bevolutionary  history,  and  the 
narrative  of  its  important  events  is  very  brief. 

The  territory  covered  by  the  town  formed  No.  7  of  the 
series  of  fen  townships  sold  ai  auction  by  the  Government, 
June  J,  17G2,  and  was  sold  to  Moses  Parsons  for  £875. 
To  whom  Parsons  sold,  does  not  appear. 
32* 
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The  First  Church  was  formed  September  16, 1778»  wHk 
20  members*  They  built  their  first  meeting  house  in 
1794,  their  second  in  1824,  and  their  third  in  1847.  This 
church  has  been  the  scene  of  freqaent  and  powerful  revi- 
rals.  In  1816,  no  less  than  118  persons  were  added  to  the 
church*  The  first  preacher  was  Rev.  Jacob  Sherwin  of 
Ashfield,  and  the  first  settled  minister,  Rer.  Jonathan 
Grout,  who  was  ordained  October  23d,  1703.  He  continued ' 
to  be  the  pastor  until  his  death,  wldch  occurred  June  6, 
18d5i  Mr.  Grout  was  a  native  of  Westboro^  and  gradua* 
ted  at  Cambridge  in  1790«  The  following  epitaph  is  in* 
*    scribed  upon  his  graye-stone : 

"This  stone  was  erected  by  the  first  parish  in  llawley,  to 
the  memory  of  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Grout,  who  departed  ihia 
life  June  6,  1835,  in  the  73d  year  of  his  age,  and  the  42d  of 
his  ministry.  He  was  the  lust  minister  in  Hawley.  Great 
unanimity  among  liis  people  prevailed  during  the  ministry  of 
this  deyoted  senrant  of  Christ." 

Rev.  Tyler  Thacher  of  Princeton,  a  graduate  of  Browu 
University  in  1824,  was  installed  as  colleajnie  pastor  with 
Mr.  Grout  May  14,  l^o-i.  l\v  was  dismissed  January  31, 
1843,  and  was  succeeded  Octobt  r  3,  1849,  by  Rev.  Henry 
Seymour,  whose  name  will  be  found  mentioned  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  Orthodox  Church  in  Deerfield*  Mr.  Seymour 
is  still  the  pastor. 

The  Second  Congregational  Church  is  located  in  West 
Hawley.  August  24,  1825,  43  members  of  the  First 
Church  were  organized  into  this  new  body,  which  built  its 
f^rst  meeting  house  the  same  year^  and  its  second  in  1847. 
The  church  has  had  but  two  pastors,  and  has  been  without 
a  settled  ministry  during  16  years  of  its  existence.  Tike 
first  minister  was  l^v.  Moses  Miller  of  Heath,  for  a  kng 
time  pastor  of  the  church  in  that  town.  He  was  setded 
May  20, 1840,  and  was  dismissed  October  20, 184^  Bev. 
Jolm  Eastman,  the  present  pastor,  was  a  native  of  Amherst, 
and  wasinst^ed  Not.  11, 1847. 

Hawley  has  ^ven  birth  to  a  long  list  of  CongregatioDal 
mreacheis,  briefly  enumerated  and  noticed  as  fellows :  Bev; 
Oramel  W.  Cooley,  a  graduate  of  Williams  in  1841 ;  Rev. 
Marshall  L.  Famsworth,  a  graduate  of  Union  in  1825; 
Bev.  Thomas  A.  Hall,  a  graduate  oi"  V^'illi  ains  in  1838; 
Bev.  Urbane  Hitchcock,  a  graduate  of  Williams  in  180$  i 
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Ber.  Jonas  King,  D.  a  graduate  of  WiUiams  in  1810, 
flabseqaentlj  missionaiy  to  Jerusalem,  and  now  the  cele- 
brated missionary'of  the  American  Board  in  Greece ;  Bey. 
Foster  Lilley  Jr^  a  graduate  of  Williams  in  1838 ;  Bey. 
Alfred  Longlejy  son  of  Hon.  Thomas  Longley,  did  not 
graduate;  ^Bey.  Moses  H.  Longlej,  brother  of  the  pre- 
ceding, a  graduate  of  Oberlin  in  1842 ;  Bey.  Isaac  Oakes, 
a  graduate  of  Williams  in  1820 ;  Bey.  Alvah  C.  Page,  a 
graduate  of  Amherst  in  1829 ;  Bey.  Jeremiah  Taylor,  a 
graduate  of  Amherst  in  1843  ;'Rev.  Rufus  Taylor,  a  grad- 
uate of  Amherst  in  1837  ;  Kev.  Tiinotliy  A.  Taylor,  a 
graduate  of"  Amherst  in  1835.  Besides  these,  several  who 
removed  to  Hawley  in  their  boyhood  became  Congregational 
clergymen.  Three  Methodist  preachers  nho  originated  in 
the  town,  viz:  Rev.  Judah  Crosby,  Rev.  Silas  Leonard, 
and  Rev.  Proctor  Marsh. 

There  are  11  school  districts  in  Hawley, and  the  amount 
appropriated  for  sol luols  in  1854  was  S500.  The  average 
time  during  whicii  sclu  ols  are  kept^ia  the  several  districts, 
is  five  months  in  the  year. 

Hawley  is  almost  exclusively  an  agricultuml  town. 
There  is  one  tannery,  owned  by  Henry  Howes,  who  gets 
out  $5,000  worth  of  hides  a  year.  Other  articles  manu- 
factured are  broom  handles,  lather  boxes  and  palm-leaf 
«  hats*  There  are  beds  of  iron  ore  in  West  Hawley,  and 
Hiere  was  formerly  a  forge  and  furnace  there,  but  the  works 
iMnre  been  abandoned,  from  the  lack  of  facilities  for  getting 
the  iron  to  market. 

Oen«  Thomas  Longley,  an  important  man  in  Franklin 
County  during  his  life  time,  was,  from  his  boyhood,  an  in- 
habitant of  Hawley.  He  died  in  September,  1848,  at  the 
age  of  74, 

The  amount  of  money  raised  by  tax  in  1854  was  S2,000» 
llieamoimtof  the  town  debtisS'600,  number  of  square 

miles  in  the  town,  30,  ratable  polls,  218.  The  population 
in  1840  was  931 ;  in  1850,  861 ;  decrease  in  ten  years,  70. 

m  HEATH. 

Heath  is  one  of  the  mountainous  towns  of  Franklin 
County,  bordering  on  Vermont,  with  Chailemont  at  the 
South,  Coleraine  on  tbe  East,  and  Rowe  on  the  West.  The 
first  settlement  in  Heath  took  place  in  what  was  a  part  of 
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Charleraont  at  the  time,  and  the  early  part  of  the  history 
of  tlie  larger  portion  of  Heath  is  contained  in  the  history 
of  Charlemout.  Fort  Shirley  was  built  iu  the  Nortliejist 
part  of  Heuth  in  1744,  as  one  of  a  line  of  works  insti- 
tuted for  protection  agfunst  the  Indians.  Near  its  sitOf  19 
Btill  seen  the  grave  of  a  yoimg  girl  who  died  there,  during 
its  occupation.  Jonathan  Taylor^  one  of  the  selectmen  of 
Charlemont  in  1 seems  to  have  been  the  first  settler  of 
what  is  now  Heath.  About  three-fourths  of  a  mile  East 
of  the  present  center,  he  fimnd  a  troct  of  land  that  ap'peared 
to  him  to  have  the  characteristtcs  of  meadow  land,  and 
there  he  built  his  log  bouse.  The  floor  was  made  of  split 
logs,  the  roof  of  hemlod^  bark,  and  the  ehimnej  of  stones, 
laid  without  mortar.  But  Mr.  Taylor  found  his  meadow  a 
cold  swamp,  and  was  unable  for  years  to  raise  any  rye  or 
corn.  He  obtained  liis  grain  ;a  Deerfield,  and  carried  it 
home  on  his  shoulders.  On  one  excursion,  while  returning 
with  a  bushel  of  meal  on  his  sliouldcrs,  he  followed  a  deer 
which  W!is  impeded  by  the  deep  bnuw,  and  which  turned 
upon  liis  pursuer,  when  Mi\  Taylor  sprang  upon  his  back, 
and  cut  his  tliroat  with  a  knife.  Mrs.  Taylor,  putting  a 
just  value  u]  11  one  of  the  gifts  of  her  sex,  became  appre- 
hensive, from  lier  seclusion,  that  she  should  become  unable 
to  converse  with  her  own  sex,  and  so  used  to  go  out,  and 
hold  conversation  witli  the  trees.  In  this  mann^,  she  re- 
tained her  conversational  powers,  which  are  represented  to 
have  been  remarkable. 

Soon  after  i\Ir.  Taylor's  settlement,  CoL  Jon  at]  lan  White 
settled  in  the  Soutli  part  of  the  town,  and  Wm.  Buck, 
West  of  Mr.  Taylor.  About  1765,  a  road  was  built  from 
Deerfield  River  to  Heath  center,  and  East,  to  Mr.  Taylor^s. 
The  first  settlers,  for  many  years,  belonged  to  the  Charle« 
mont  Church,  the  meeting  house  being  located  in  what  is 
now  Heath.  In  1789,  this  meeting  house  was  removed  to 
the  center  of  Heath,  and  was  there  used  until  1833. 
Among  the  settlers  who  entered  Heatli  previous  to  1776, 
were  Col.  Hugh  Maxwell  and  Lieut.  Benjamin  jVLixwell. 
Tliey  emigrated  froni  ljedf(jrd.  • 

The  enti^rprise  of  settlement  had  just  come  to  assume  an 
encouraging  iispect,  when  the  Revolutionary  period  com- 
menced. The  great  sinip-orie  bore  very  hardly  upon  the 
people.   Tilt  requisitions  lor  money  made  upon  tiie  town, 
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were  responded  to  with  the  utmost  difiiculty.  The  settlerg 
were  largely  young  men,  and,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
they  had  young  families  depending  upon  them,  they  obeyed 
the  call  of  tlieir  country,  to  assist  in  iighting  its  battles. 
Among  those  who  wore  prominent  in  the  Revolutionary 
cause  wa8  Col.  Hugh  Maxwell.  He  had  seen  service  be- 
fore. He  w\as  in  the  battle  near  Lake  Georg<  under  Col. 
Williams,  and  at  the  capture  of  Fort  William  iieniy. '  It 
was  owing  to  his  influence  that  there  was  not  a  tory  in 
Heath.  In  the  Spring  of  177/3,  he  was  appointed  Lieu- 
tenant of  a  company  of  minute  men,  and  marched  with  the 
company  to  Cambridge,  on  the  Lexington  alarm.  He  was 
in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  received  a  ball  through 
bis  right  shoulder.  When  the  field  was  lost,  he  proceeded 
some  distance  through  a  shower  of  bullets,  picked  up  his 
coat,  and  followed  the  retreating  army  off  the  hill.  He 
never  entirely  recovered  from  his  dangerous  wound.  He 
returned  to  the  armj^  however,  fought  at  Trenton,  Prince* 
ton  and  Saratoga,  and  was  with  the  suffering  army  at  Mor* 
ristown  and  Yidlej  Forge.  He  was  actively  engaged  dur- 
ing the  war,  and  rose  to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant'  Colonel. 

With  the  assistance  of  a  few  disabled  soldiers  sent  borne 
from  the  army,  the  inhabitants  of  Heath  were  compelled  to 
eke  out  their  poor  livelihood ;  and  the  sufferings  and  priva- 
tions which  they  were  obliged  to  endure,  required  a  hero- 
ism equal  to  that  which  impelled  their  natural  supporters 
to  join  the  army.  The  only  marriage  coii^ummattid  in 
Heath  during  tlie  war  was  that  of  a  young  man  who,  on 
the  day  of  his  marriage,  shouldered .  his  musket,  and 
marched  fot*  the  army. 

About  1777,  a  long  series  of  difficulties  commenced  be- 
tween  R(iv.  Mr.  Leavitt  and  the  people  of  Charlemont. 
borne  thouirht  Mr.  Leavitt  preached  Arrainianism.  His 
political  sentiments  were  generally  disliked.  He  did  not 
seem  to  share  in  his  people's  zeal  for  the  Revolution.  On 
one  occasion,  Rev.  Mr.  Jones  of  Rowe  came  to  deal  with 
Mr.  Leavitt  for  his  religious,  or  political  heresies.  Mr. 
Jones,  armed  with  a  bayonet  fiiste'ned  to  a  rake's  tail, 
inarched  at  the  head  of  his  parishioners,  who  were  also 
armed,  but  w  hat  success  they  met  with  does  not  appear* 
The  chief  difficulty  with  Mr.  Leavitt  arose,  however,  in 
i«daMo&  to  his  Btlaaj.   Owing  to  the  depreciation  in  the 
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wmbm  of  paper  momjf  Hn  Leavitt  was  unwilling  to  ire- 
ceiv«  his  salary  at  the  rate  originally  agreed  upon.  Sev- 
exal  town  meetings  were  held,  and  aher  repeated  attempts 
to  effect  a  settlement,  the  town  voted  to  shut  up  the  meet- 
ii^  house.  The  constahle  was  accordingly  stationed  at  the 
door,  and  Mr.  Leavitt  was  prevented  by  force  from  enter- 
ing, lie  then  preached  in  the  schaol  house  on  the  hill,  for 
five  years,  to  ii  iiuniher  of  friendly  families.  After  the  in- 
corporation of  Heath,  Mr.  Leavitt  sued  the  towns  of  Heath 
and  Charlemont.  The  first  trial  before  Judge  Dana  re- 
sulted in  favor  of  the  towns,  but  the  decision  of  Judge 
Dana  was  reversed  by  the  Supreme  Court,  and  Mr.  Leavitt 
recovered  live  hundred  pounds  for  preaching  in  the  school 
house,  and  two  hundred  pounds  for  loss  suffered  from  the 
depreciation  of  paper  currency.  These  sums  were  col- 
lected of  the  inhabitants,  some  of  whom  had  never  heard 
Mr.  Leavitt  preach.  Many  families  were  deprived  of  their 
only  cow,  which  was  taken  to  pay  their  share  of  the  tax* 

At  the  close  of  the  war^  the  soldiers  in  the  army  re- 
turned home,  and  many  new  settlers  arrived.  The  people 
on  the  hill  had  been  for  some  time  desirous  of  being  set  off 
in  a  new  town,  and,,  in  1784|  CoL  Maxwell  was  chosen  to 
attend  the  Greneral  Courts  at  Boston^  and  to  obtain  a  divis- 
ion of  the  town^  The  new  town  was  incorporated  Feb.  14^ 
1785;  indttding  a  tract  of  unincorporated  land  lying  on  the 
North,  and  called  the  Green  and  Walker  grant^'^  from 
the  names  of  two  New  York  men  who  purchased  it  The 
town  was  named  Heath,  in  honor  of  Gen*  William  Heath 
of  Boxburj,  who  assisted  in  obtaining  the  charter,  and 
who  was  an  old  friend  and  fellow  soldier  of  Col.  Maxwell. 

The  first  town  meeting  was  held  March  21,  1785,  at  the 
South  school  house.  Hugh  Maxwell  was  chosen  modera- 
tor ;  James  White,  clerk  ;  CoL  Hugh  Maxwell,  Col.  Asaph 
White  aud  Dva.  John  Brown,  selectmen.  The  town  raised^ 
for  the  iirst  year,  £20  for  necessary  charges,  £30  for  high- 
ways, and  £15  for  a  school.  They  voted  the  name  year  to 
build  another  school  bouse,  which  was  located  in  the  pres- 
ent center  of  the  town. 

In  less  tlian  a  month  from  the  organization  of  the  town, 
(April  15,  1785,)  a  chureh  was  organized,  consisting  of  35  • 
members.    There  was  only  one  liamily  in  town  which  did 
not  belong  to  this  religious  society.   They  employed  Bev. 
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Mr.  Cliurch,  a  native  of  Sunderland,  to  preach  for  a  time, 
and  lie  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  ^Vhipple  and  others.  The 
first  settled  minister  was  Rev.  Jo^ph  Strong,  who  was  or- 
dained Oct.  27,  1790.  He  was  a  native  of  Granby,  Ct, 
and  a  graduate  of  Yale  in  1784.  He  was  dismissed  June 
10,  1803.  The  people  had  become  dissatisfied  with  him,  • 
and  "  invited  him  to  leave,"  which  he  did,  for  a  considera- 
.tion  of  $200,  driving  his  cattle  before  him,  his  wife  and 
daughter  riding  one  horse,  and  his  children  and  goods  fol* 
lowing  in  a  wagon.  His' successor  was  Rev.  Moses  Miller 
of  Worcester,  a  graduate  of  Brown  TJniversitj  in  18(K). 
He  was  settled  Dec  26, 1804,  and  continued  in  office  until 
April  21,  1840.  Rev.  Calvin  Butler  was  settled  as  JMr. 
Miller^s  colleague  Oct.  31,  1838,  and  was  dismissed  March 
17,  1840.  Mr.  Butler  was  a  native  of  Pelham,  and  a 
giaduiite  of  Dartmouth  in  183 1.  Kev.  Samuel  M.  Emer- 
son was  settled  as  the  fourth  pastor  Sept.  IG,  1840,  and 
died  after  a  minisUy  oi  ten  months,  July  20,  1841,  aged 
55.  He  was  a  son  of  lie  v.  John  Emerson  of  Conway,  and 
a  j^raduate  of  Williams  in  1810.  Rev.  Josiah  Fisher  of 
Biuehill,  Me.,  a  graduate  of  Bowdoin  in  1828,  succeeded 
Mr.  Emerson  Sept.  7,  1842,  and  was  dismissed  Aug.  27, 
1845.  Rev.  Alpheus  Graves,  a  native  of  Sunderland,  was 
settled  in  his  place,  June  18,  1851.  Owing  to  some  diffi- 
culty attending  the  settlement  of  Rev.  Josiah  Fisher,  a 
second  church  was  organized  Feb.  8,  1844,  but  it  never 
had  a  settled  pastor,  and  was  incorporated  into  the  first 
church  in  1846. 

A  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in  Heath,  Sept  9, 
1801,  which  has  been  supplied  hj  the  following  preachers: 
Rev.  Messrs.  Bemus,  Montague,  Smith,  Long,  Carpenter, 
Hibbard,  Stephea  Barker,^  George  Wetheiill,  Mansfield, 
Brace^  Davenport,  Wilson,  Arad  Hall,  Lamb,  George  Rob- 
inson, Linus  Austin,  Nelson  Branch,  McCulloch,  .^ithonj 
Case,  Phineas  Perrin,  B.  Fisk,  S.  C.  Chandler,  M.  Frary, 
Remington  and  Anson  Stearns. 

A  Unitarian  Church  was  formed  in  1825.  It  has  never 
had  a  settled  pastor,  and,  for  some  time  past,  has  not  had 
stated  preaching.  The  following  preachers  have  at  dilier- 
ent  times  supplied  the  church :  Rev.  Messrs.  Wintlirop 
Bailey,  Dan  Huntington,  Henry  Coleman,  Joseph  Field 
and  Dr.  Samuel  WiUard. 
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About  1832,  the  town  seems  to  have  attained  its  highest 
prosperity.  The  population  was  about  1,200.  The  first 
church  numbered  316  membersi  with  a  Sabbath  school 
numbering  over  500  members,  and  both  the  church  and 
school  were  the  largest  in  the  county.    Select  schools  were 

«  sustained,  which  drew  together  numbers  of  young  men 
from  the* neighboring  towns.  Among  the  most  successful 
teachers  was  Hon.  Whiting  Griswold,  now  of  Greenfield, 
who  taught  for  several  seasons  a  large  and  flourishing 
school.  The  town  produced  school  teachers  by  the  score. 
Besides  su^  [  lying  itself  with  teachers,  it  one  year  supplied 
forty  teachers  to  the  adjoining  towns.  For  the  highest 
prosperity  of  the  town,  for  the  encouragement  of  the  cause 
of  education,  and  for  instilling  life  and  ambition  into  the 
young,  no  man  did  so  much  as  Rev.  Moses  Miller.  Let 
his  iiaiue  be  cherished  and  venerated  I  Since  that  day, 
emigration  has  done  its  work  in  Heath,  as  it  has  in  most  of 
the  mountain  towns. 

The  first  ph^-sician  within  the  present  territory  of  Heath, 
was  Dr.  Jo>eph  Lathrop,  who  went  from  West  Spriuglield 
in  1780,  to  which  place  lie  returned  alter  practicinsr  a  few 
years  on  the  mountains.    Dr.  Stephen  Bates  came  in  sooVi 
after,  and  remained  a  few  years.    In  1799,  Dr.  Benjamin 
Dickinson,  and  soon  afterwards  Dr.  Elijah  Heat  on,  settled 
in  Heath.    In  1805,  a  violent  epidemic  prevailed,  in  which 
both  were  unsuccessful,  and  about  this  time  both  lefl  the 
town.    Miss  Anne  Maxwell,  to  whose  manuscript  history 
of  Heath  the  writer  is  indebted  for  many  important  facts, 
states  that  Dr.  Dickinson  had  a  son  who  became  insane, 
from  disappointment  in  love,  and  who  "  would  sigh  and 
groan,  and  talk  to  himself  with  involuntary  laughter." 
*^Thi8  sor^wful  case,"  adds  the  same  authority,  ^was  the 
only  one  ever  known  in  the  place.**   In  1806,  Dr.  Joseph 
Emerson  became  the  principal  physician  of  the  place,  and 
continued  such  until  Ids  death,  in  1842.   He  was  eminent  ' 
in  his  profession,  upright  and  liighly  intelligent  as  a  man, 
and  very  useful  as  a  citizen.    His  death  was  widely  and 
deeply  lamented.    Following  him,  the  physicians  have 

-  ,^cn  Drs.  Simeon  Strong,  Samuel  Reed,  Ashman  H.  Tay- 
lof  and  Cyrua  Temple,  the  latter  of  whom  is  the  present 
physiCi^n* 

Amot^  men  of  eminence  who  have  originated  in  Heath, 
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are  Hon.  Jonathan  Leavitt,  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas ;  Hon.  William  W.  Snow,  late  member  of  Con- 
gress from  New  York ;  Hon.  Sylvester  Maxwell  of  Charle-  * 
'moiit,and  Bev.  Joshua  Leavitt  of  New  York,  successivalj 
lawyer,  deigTman  and  editor.  Six  lawyers,  six  clergymen, 
mjL,  editors  aod  sixteen  phjsictaiis  originated  in  Heath. 
Sixteen  natives  are  graduates  of  coUegeiB.  From  twenty 
to  thirty  professional  men  haye  fi>nnd  their  wives  in  Heaih. 

Total  taxes  fbr  1858,  921875 ;  appropriated  for  sohoola 
(9  districia)  8800;  amount  of  town  debt  about  81^000; 
number  or  ratable  polls,  1 55 ;  square  miles  of  territory, 
27 ;  miles  of  roads,  80 ;  population  in  1840,  904;  in  1850, 
779 ;  decrease  in  ten  years,  125. 

L£y£B£TT. 

About  1750,  settlements  were  commenced  in  different 
parts  of  the  present  town  of  Leverett  by  xsathan  Adaiiiw, 
Moses  Graves,  Solomon  Gould,  Elisha  Clary,  Joseph  Clary, 
Joel  Smith,  Moses  Smith,  JeicTniuh  Woodbury,  Joseph  < 
Hubbard,  Isaac  MLirshal,  Jonathan   llnl>bard,  "Richard 

Montague,  Wilde  and  Absalom  Scott.  Montague 

settled  in  the  North  part  of  the  town,  Adams,  Joel  Smith, 
Gould  and  Graves  in  the  South  part,  Elisha  and  Joseph. 
Clary  at  the  foot  of  Cave  Hill,  Jonathan  Hubbard  in  the 
Eastern  part,  and  Joseph  Hubbard  on  the  farm  now  owned 
by  Sawyer  Field,  near  the  East  side  of  the  fish  pond.  The 
latter  ^^a3  probably  the  first  settler  in  the  town.  Josiah 
Cowls,  Jonathan  Field,  Stephen  Ashley  and  Jonathan 
Field,  dd,  settled  soon  afterwards  on  Ixng  Plain,  in  the 
South  West  part  of  the  town,  and  Joseph  Bartlett  on 
^  Bmshy  Mountain.'*  Leverett  was  originally  a  part  of 
Sunderland,  and  a  petition  of  its  residents  laid  befbre  that 
town  at  its  March  meeting  in  1778,  praying  for  liberty  to« 
be  set  off  into  a  new  tovm,  for  the  oonunon  lands  within  its 
boundaries,  and  an  equitable  proportion  of'  the  town  prop- 
erty, doubtless  coiitiuned  the  names  of  all  who  were  then 
settled  within  the  present  boundaries  of  Leverett.  These 
were  Jonathan  Hubbard,  Moses  Graves,  Nathan  Adams, 
John  Keet,  Jonathan  Field,  Wm.  Field,  Jonathan  Field, 
Jr.,  Jonathan  Field,  3d,  Stephen  Ashley,  Josiah  Cowld, 
Seth  Field,  Joseph  Clary,  Joseph  Clary,  Jr.,  Elisha  Clary, 
Jonathan  Graves,  Daniel  Smith,  Absalom  Scott,  Jeremiah 
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Woodbury^  Joel  Smithy  Solomon  Gould  and  Ifoses  Keep. 
The  town  was  incorporated .  March  5th,  in  the  following 
*  jeaTi  and  the  first  town  meeting  was-  held  on  the  24th  of 
that  month*  Wm.  BiUings  was  moderator,  by  appoint- 
ment of  the  incorporating  bill.  Joseph  Clary,  Jr.,  was  chosen 
town  clerk,  and  Moses  Graves,  Joseph  Clary,  Jr.  and 
Stephen  Ashley,  were  elocted  selectmen.  At  a  meeting 
held  March  ol,  £15  were  raised  for  preaching,  £10  ior 
schoolinjr,  and  £20  for  highways.  On  the  first  Monday 
in  the  following  8e])tember,  a  meeting  was  held  at  Mr. 
Hubbard's  bai'u,  and  u  vote  passed  to  bujid  a  meeting 
house,  and  a  committee  chosen  to  take  charge  of  the  build- 
ing. The  dimensions  were  to  be  40  feet  l)y  ">o.  or,  "  as 
large  as  the  Whately  meeting  house."  Forty  ])ounds  were 
voted  for  the  purpose  of  building,  and  a  vote  passed  to 
allow  two  shillings  a  day  for  work  upon  the  fmme.  At  a 
subsequent  meetings  the  vote  to  raise  £40  was  reconsidered, 
when  it  was  determined  to  raise  the  necessary  funds  from 
•  the  sale  of  the  common  lands.  The  following  is  a  record 
of  TOtes  passed  June    1775 : 

"  Voted  we  provide  meat  and  peas  or  beans  and  some  cake 
if  needed  for  raising-dinner  or  dinners. 

"  Voted  we  have  three  barrels  of  cider. 

"  Voted  we  make  14  bushels  of  oake  for  raising  said  meet* 
in^  house,  meaning  any  man  whoever  proyides  ye  above 
articles  for  raising  is  to  keep  a  particular  account  of  ye  same, 
to  settle  with  ye  committee  appointed  for  ye  meeting  house 
work,  and  have  his  credit  and  pay  for  ye  same.'' 

October  13,  1776,  the  first  town  meeting  was  held  in 
the  meeting  house,  and  a  vote  passed  to  settle  a  minister 
in  the  place,  and  to  "  invite  Mr.  Hayes  to  preach  as  a  can- 
didate/* Mr,  Hayes  was  subsequently  invited  to  settle, 
but  declined  the  call,  and  Avas  settled  for  many  years  at 
South  Hadley.  The  church  itself  was  organized  iu  1774, 
and  its  lirst  settled  pastor  was  Rev.  Henry  ^Viiiiams  of 
Stonington,  Ct.  He  was  installed  November  10,  1784, 
and  diedNovember  27, 1811,  aged  G6.^  December  9, 1812, 
Rev.  Joel  Wright  of  Milford,  N.  H.,  a  graduate  of  Dart- 
moutli  in  IHOl),  was  installed  as  his  successor,  and  was  dis- 
missed January  26,  1820.  He  was  succeeded  October  30, 
1822,  by  Kev.  Joseph  Sawyer  of  Wendell,  a  graduate  of 
Williams  in  1813.    He  died  after  a  ministcy  of  4d  days. 
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December  14,  1822,  at  the  a^e  of  'K>.  Rev.  Joimt*  Col* 
burn  was  settled  as  the  fourth  pastor  January  21,  1824> 
and  disiuLstft'd  A])ril  l,  lb32.  He  was  a  native  of  Dracut, 
and  a  graduate  of  Middlcbiirv  in  1H17.  Kev.  Freo^race 
Reynolds  was  installcl  in  his  }»hi('«%  December  o,  l<s;]2,and 
dismissed  March  21,  I  s:;;.  Hi*  was  a  native  of  vSomer??, 
Ct.,  a  iri  aduate  of  Yahi  in  l787,  and  was  succeeded  Feb- 
ruary 12,  1840,  by  Rev. 'David  Fastman  of  Amherst, 
where  he  graduated  in  1835*  He  is  still  the  pastor.  The 
Society  built  a  new  meetinghouse  in  1838. 

The  First  Baptist  Church,  situated  in  flie  Xortli  part  of 
the  town,  w%a  oigimized  in  Montague,  July  16,  17 67.  Aa 
the  church  increased,  the  center  was  removed  towards 
I^verett,  and  in  1791,  the  name  was  changed  to  the  ^  Bap* 
tast  Ghnrch  of  Leyerett,**  though  by  common  consent^  it 
n  now  called  the  ^  Baptist  Church  of  Leverett  and  Mon- 
tague." The  membership  is  quite  large.  Since  17dl,  the 
preachers  have  been  Bev.  Ikltessrs.  Simson  Combs,  Elijah 
Mmtague,  Elias  McGregory,  Aaron  Burbank,  N«  B.  Jones»  . 
B«  F*  Remington,  Samuel  Everett  and  Baxter  Newton. 
Their  first  meeting  liouse  in  Leverett  was  commenced  in 
1794.    Their  second  was  built  in  1835. 

A  free  will  Ba{)tist  church  was  orfjanized  in  Leverett  in 
July,  1835,  called  the  "  Freewill  iiaptist  Church  of  Lev- 
erett and  biiutesbury."  It  was  re-ori^anized  July  3,  1841, 
and  has  been  supplied  with  preaching  by  Rev.  Messrs, 
Luther  Fierce,  Austin  B.  Wood,  Horatio  Flower,  Jacob 
D.  Couliard  and  John  B.  Ball. 

A  Unitarian  Society  existed  lor  s( mie  years  in  Ijeverett, 
and  v.  a*  supplied  by  Rev.  Messrs.  Dan  Huntington,  iicnry 
Coleman,  John  A.  Williams,  Frederick  D.  Hantiagton  and 
Mr.  Clarke. 

A  Universalist  Society  was  organized  in  North  Lever- 
ett, October  5,  1835,  with  13  members,  which  has  enjoyed 
the  successive  ministrations  of  Rev.  Messrs.  S.  Davis,  J. 
H.  WiUis,  N.  C.  Hodgden,  C.  W.  MeUen,  J.  Baker,  M,  B* 
Newell,  O.  W.  Bacon  and  O.  Perkins. 

September  29, 1774,  the  people  of  Leverett  chose  Rich- 
ard Montague,  Moses  Graves,  Jeremiah  Woodbury,  Joseph 
Clary  and  Stephen  Ashley  a  committee  to  lend  their 
minds  in  writing  to  the  Frovincial  Congress.'^  January 
26, 1775,  it  was  voted  to  adhere  strictly  to  the  resolves  of 
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the  Continental  Congress,  and  to  allow  the  minute  men 
nine-pence  a  day  "for  training  once  a  week  till  March 
meeting/*  At  the  same  time,  Klisha  Clary,  Jonathan 
Field,  3d,  and  Jonathan  Field,  Jr.,  were  cliosen  a  Com- 
mittee of  Safety, "  to  see  to  it  that  the  resolves  of  Con- 
gress are  strictly  adhered  to.**  January  10,  1777,  it  was 
*^  voted  PiMmimously  we  risque  our  lives  and  fortunes  in 
defenee  of  our  rigiila  wherewith  Grod  and  Nature  hath 
made  us  free."  The  record  of  the  votes  taken  eabeeqiieiit 
to  this  period,  presents  no  novelties.  The  people  were 
patriots,  and  voted  the  required  supplies,  the  payment  of 
their  soldiers,  Dr.  Silas  Ball  served  in  the  army  as 
surgeon.  He  was  at  CSamhridge  and  West  Pointy  and  was 
afterwards  a  man  of  extensive  practice  in  his  profession. 
He  died  in  1807,  at  the  age  of  58.  Richard  Montague 
served  as  Major  in  the  army.  Like  many  other  towns 
which  were  trnly  patriotic  in  the  Bevolution,  Leverett 
^seems  to  have  heen  in  favor  of  the  insnrgents  at  the  time 
of  the  Shays  Rebellion.  It  sent  delegates  to  the  mal- 
content com  cntions,  and  a  good  supply  of  recruits  to  the 
insnrn^ent  forces. 

Gitleon  Lee,  son  of  Gideon,  was  a  native  of  Am 
herst,  and  removed  to  Leverett  when  a  boy.  In  1776, 
the  father  was  in  the  American  army,  and  was 
statioued  at  Ticonderoga.  He  returned  to  Leverett 
soon  afterwards.  Early  in  life  the  son  was  apprenticed  to 
Jonathan  Keet,  a  shoemaker,  with  whom  lie  lived  until  he 
was  Rboul  nineteen  years  old,  when  he  left,  and  soon  after- 
wards went  to  Worthington,  where  he,  with  another  man, 
commenced  th  shoemaking  and  tanning  business.  He 
subseqaenljiy  removed  to  the  city  of  New  Yoik,  where  he 
became  an  extensive  dealer  in  leather,  was  mayor  of  the 
city  for  several  jears^  and  a  representative  of  the  city  for 
one  term  in  Congress.  Retiring  from  business,  he  settled 
at  Geneva,  where  he  died  about  1840.  Martin  Field,  an 
eminent  lawyer,  late  of  Newfane,  Vt.,  was  the  son  of  Seth 
Field,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Leverett  Ahiel  Bacfc> 
man  and  Tilly  Lynde,  both  of  whom  are,  or  have  been, 
judges  of  the  Goarts,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  were 
natives  of  Leverett,  and  ^  self-made  men.*' 

Agricttltnre  is  the  leading  branch  of  indnstiy.  Lumber* 
hig  is  carried  on  to  a  considerable  extent  by  the  following 
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individuals,  the  annual  products  of  whose  mills  are  stated 
in  connection  with  their  names:  Horatio  N.  Watson, 
100,000  feet  of  himUer;  Watson  and  liu  .  ,  100,000  do. ; 
same  firm,  100,000  shingles;  Ezekiel  A^'ales,  100,000  do.; 
Sanfonl  Pierce,  100,000  feet  of  lumber;  A.  and  8.  Dud- 
ley, 100,000  do. ;  Gcrrv  ^loore,  7o,0U0  do. ;  Dexter  Moore, 
200,000  do. ;  Tra  Wood,  loO.OOO  do. ;  same,  20(i,(M)0  shin- 
gles;  Richardson,  lOD.nuO  feet  hinihcr  ;  >ame,  150,000 

shinj^les  ;  Oriis  Ball,  50,OUO  feet  of  lumber.  The  amount 
of  charcoal  annually  taken  to  market  from  the  town  is 
about  55,000  bushels.  Graves  and  Hatch  manufacture 
annually  10,000  hoes  of  a  superior  qualitji  and  30,000 
sets  of  Bcythe-snath  mountings.  Graves  and  Sons  also 
manuiatetiare  65,000  sets  of  the  latter  article  yearly.  Lucins 
Nntting  manufactures  annually  600  scythes,  and  1,500  hoes, 
and  Silas  Morgan  600  hoes  and  600  scythes.  Nathan 
Fitts  has  a  tannery  which  produces  l,dOO  tanned  hides 
yearly,  and  Dwight  Graves  another  that  produces  1,000« 
Field  and  Hnbhard  made  2,000  yards  of  satinet,  frocking 
wmd  flannel,  and  600  lbs.  yam  annually. 

There  are  8  school  districts  in  Leverett,  and  222  ratable 
X)oils.  Amount  of  tax*  raised  in  1854,  $1,953,  of  which 
S600  was  appropriated  for  schools.  In  addition  to  the 
whole  money  tax,  $700  was  voted  to  be  paid  in  labor  on 
the  highways  of  which  there  are  42  miles.  The  popula- 
tion in  1840  was  896;  in  1850,921 ;  increase  in  ten  years, 
25. 

LEYDEN. 

On  the  12fh  of  March,  1784,  tlie  present  town  of  Leyden 
was  set  off  from  BernrtrcUton,  and  incorporated  as  a  dis- 
trict of  that  town.  The  lirst  district  meeting  was  held  on 
the  2Qth  of  the  following  month,  in  pursuance  of  a  warrant 
issueci  on  the  22d,  by  David  Smead,  Esq.,  of  Greenfield. 
Alpheus  Bikrtlett  was  elected  District  Clerk,  and  Samuel 
Guild,  treasurer ;  (Japt.  Agrippa  Wells,  Charles  Packer 
and  Lieut  Reuben  Shattuck  were  chosen  Selectmen  and 
Assessors,  and  Capt  John  Adams  was  appointed  constable 
and  collector,  with  a  salary  <^  £3  Is.  yearly.  The  history 
of  the  eariv  days  of  the  territory  of  Leyden  is,  of  course^ 
ideoticid  wkh  th«t  of  Bemardston.  Its  settteis  were  mostp 
93*  , 
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Seekoak  ftnd  Behobotii. 

In  Ootober>  17d4»  Lieut  Josepli  Easoa  was  chosen  to 
represent  the  district  at  a  conYentlon  held4U  Deerfieldyon 
the  subject  of  a  division  of  the  county.  In  1785,  an  ai^ 
tide  was  inserted  in  a  warrant  calling  a  district  meeting, 
**  to  see  if  they  will  build  a  meeting  bouse  for  the  town's 
beiK'Ht,  and  if  so,  what  measures  they  will  take,  and  where 
they  will  felt  it."  There  had  been  no  meeting  house  built 
upon  the  territory  up  to  this  period.  Tiie  records  of  this 
meeting  do  not  show  what  act  ion  was  taken  upon  the  article. 
In  178S,  it  was  vote(i  by  the  inhal)itants  to  pureha^e  a 
burial  ground  for  the  di.strict,  and  alj^  '*  that  a  meeting 
house  ini«rht  be  built  hy  subscription."  At  this  time,  the 
Baptists  were  holding  religious  meetiiiir^  m  dwellings  and 
school  houses,  and  it  may  be  stated,  in  connection  with  this 
ikcty  that  there  never  was  a  Congregational  Church  organ- 
ized in  the  town. 

The  Baptist  chnreh  was  organized  Julj  5,  1780.  In 
1796|  it  was  voted  to  raise  £d50^  for  the  purpose  of  buildiiig 
a  meeting  hoosoi  and  a  committee  was  chosen  to  carfjr  the 
vote  into  effect  At  a  subsequent  meeting,  the  site  WM 
i^greed  upon,  and  the  dimensions  of  the  house  determined, 
ibut  in  August  of  the  same  year,  it  was  ^  voted  to  reeea* 
sider  all  votes  that  have  been  passed  respecting  the  meet- 
ing house.**  Nevertheless,  a  meeting  house  appears  to 
have  been  built  in  1797,  by  individuals.  Then  the  people 
voted  to  raise  S1,000  to  purchase  the  structure,  but  recon*- 
sidered  their  action  a  few  weeks  aiterwards.  This  church 
edifice  passed  into  the  possession  of  the  Baptists.  The 
Baptist  Church  was  formed  under  the  ministrations  of 
Elder  Joseph  Green,  who  continued  his  services  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  Jan.  11,  1796.  The  following  ex- 
tract from  the  records  of  the  district  will  tell  us  of  tlie 
advent  of  his  successor :  "  Elder  Asa  Hebard  and  family 
came  to  Ley(Ven  from  Putney,  Vermont,  and  took  the  pas- 
toral care  of  the  church  and  people  of  said  Ley  den,  April 
21,  1798."  Elder  Hebard  continued  in  his  charge  until 
bis  death  in  1830.  At  bis  death,  or  about  that  time»  tiie 
church  became  extinct,  and  it  is  said  that  not  one  of  the 
Baptist  persuasion  now  resides  in  the  town. 

A  few  years  before  the  commenoementof  thepresentesA* 
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te7,tlio  Methodista  commeiioed  lioMiiigmeetiDgs  indwell* 
ingSy  barns  and  groyes,  but  no  charch  organization  was  effect* 
6d  nntil  Maj,  1810.  It  ia  of  tlie  Ejuscopal  form  of  govern^ 
xaent,  and  now  owns  a  church  edifice  in  connection  with 
the  Weslejan  Methodists  and  the  Universalists,  which 
structure  was  erected  in  1841.  The  following  have  been 
their  preachers:  Rev.  Messrs.  Daniel  Bromley,  Josej)h 
Fairbanks,  Elisha  Ware,  C.  C.  Barnes,  vSamuel  Ruth,  A. 
Latham,  David  I.  Winslow,  J.  Tate,  Philo  Hawks,  Wil- 
liam Gordon,  T)a\  id  Todd,  Ichabod  Marcy,  J.  S.  Clarke, 
Bufus  P.  Buiiiiiglon,  J.  W.  Mowry,  and  Randall  Mitchell. 

The  AVesh^yan  Methodist  Church  was  orgaiii/iid  in  1842, 
and  now  numbers  about  4u  members,  the  membership  be- 
ing about  equal  to  that  of  the  Episcopal  Methodists.  Rev. 
John  Tate,  mentioned  among  those  who  have  supplied  tho 
other  Society,  was  their  first  preacher,  and  he  was  follow- 
ed by  Rev.  I>ayid  DeWol^  who^  in  ISdd,  still  remained  in 
office. 

Under  the  ministratiooa  of  Bev.  Matthew  Hale  Smitli, 
a  Universalist  Society  was  piganized  in  Leyden,  in  18d0, 
tet  the  orgamaatioa  was  continued  only  two  or  thveo 
jears* 

Lejden  was  the  residence  of  the  founder  of  the  seci 
known  as  the  ^  Dorrelitesy'*  the  history  of  which  we  draw 
fiwm  Packard's  Ecdesiastical  History  of  Franklin  Coun^« 
^  William  Dorrely  the  founder  of  the  sect^  was  an  English- 
inaPi  who  died  in  Leyden,  Aug.  28th,  1846,  at  the  age  of 
94.  He  was  a  private  under  Burgoj  ne,  at  the  time  of  his 
surrender,  and  probably  became  a  resident  of  Leyden  be- 
tween 17UU  and  1795.  He  utught  tliat  there  was  a  Messiah 
for  every  generation,  and  that  William  Dorrel  was  the 
Messiah  for  the  generation  in  which  he  lived ;  that  life 
should  not  be  taken  under  any  circumstances,  a  doctrine 
which  placed  his  disciples  in  wooden  shoes,  and  impelled 
them  to  use  tow  cloth  harnesses,  bellows,  &c.,  that  strict 
honesty  should  be  practiced  in  the  various  business  of 
life,  &;c.  The  sect  which  he  founded  held  their  property 
in  common,  and,  in  their  religious  exercises,  drank,  danced 
an^  listened  to  lectures  from  their  entirely  illiterate  leader. 
He  had  learned  the  Bible  by  hearing  it  read  by  his  wifCf 
was  intemperatOi  and,  after  his  sect  had  fallen  in  pieces, 
Btrted^  in  X9^j  to  a  qnesdon  propounded  to  him^  that  he 
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had  not  hem  sincere  in  his  protcssions,  but  made  them 
that  the  Scripture  might  he  fnlfillefl:  "That  in  those  days 
there  phonld  arise  thl?e  Christs,"  &cc.  li(  v.  ^o]m  Tixvlor 
of  Deerlield  visited  Dorrel  in  1798,  and  eonmiunicated 
the  result  of  the  interv  iew  to  the  Greenfield  Gazette.  The 
views  attributed  to  him  in  this  communieation  are  the  most 
crude  and  inharmonious  imaginable.  Like  the  miyoritj 
of  religious  errorists,  he  believed  in  promiscuous  sexual 
intercourse^  and  there  was  abundant  evidence  that  Ids 
teiiehings  were  of  the  vilest  and  most  debasing  character. 
The  explosion  of  the  sect  was  accomplished  entirely  by 
pbjrsieal  force.  At  one  of  his  meetings^  Esekiel  Foster  of 
Lejden  attended  as  a  spectator^  and  when  Dorrel,  in  his 
harangues,  dwelt  upon  his  mysterious  powers,  and  stated 
that  no  arm  of  flesh  could  hurt  him^  Foster,  a  man  of  giant 
frame,  disgusted  with  his  imposture,  stepped  up  to  him 
and  knocked  him  down.  I>orrel,  almost  senseless,  attempt- 
ed to  rise,  but  received  a  second  blow,  at  which  he  cried 
for  mercy.  Foster  promised  forbearance  on  condition  that 
he  M  ould  renounce  his  doctrines  in  tlie  hearing  of  his  con- 
founded dupes.  This  he  promised,  and  he  fulfilled  the 
pledge,  and  further  told  them  that  his  object  had  been  to 
see  Avhat  fools  he  could  make  of  mankind.  Dorrel  died 
very  poor. 

Leyden  wa^  incorporated  as  a  town  Feb.  22,  1809.  At 
this  date,  tlip  ])opulation  numbered  :\hou\  1,000,  having  out- 
stripped the  old  town  of  Bernardston,  of  whicli  it  was  for- 
merly a  part,  but  since  that  time,  its  population  hxis  de- 
creased, while  Bemardston  has  advanced. 

Leyden  is  strictly  an  agricultural  town,  and  its  soil  is 
well  adapted  to  grass  and  most  kinds  of  grain.  The  pro- 
ducts for  m^trket  are  mostly  beef,  pork,  wool,  butter  and 
poultry.  The  amount  of  taxation  for  1854  was  S 2,050, 
of  which  there  w^is  appropriated  for  schools  ^400.  A 
select  school  is  taught  in  the  Autumn  months  at  an  ad- 
ditional expense  of  about  $110.  Hiere  are  five  school 
districts  in  the  town,  and  about  18  square  miles  of  territo- 
ry. There  are J;hree  grist  mills  in  the  town,  fbur  saw  mills, 
and  three  small  broom  handle  establishments.  The  popula- 
tbn  of  Leyden  in  1840  was  646 ;  in  1850,  669;  increase 
in  ten  years,  28. 
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MONROE, 

Monroe  is  a  new  town,  and  the  smalleet  and  most  thinly 
populated  in  Franklin  County.  A  settlement  was  com- 
menced in  the  territory  about  1800,  by  Daniel  Caneday  of 
Coleraine.  He  wasloiluwed  shortly  afterwards  by  Ebene- 
zer  Howard,  Samuel  Grore  and  Daniel  Gore.  Others  of 
the  early  settlers  were  Benjamin  Bailou,  iSathan  Jialiou, 
Martin  Bailou  and  Kev.  David  Ballon.  Februaiy  21, 
1822,  the  town  was  incorporated,  consisting  of  an  unincor- 
porated tract  called  "  The  (  J  ore,"  and  a  part  of  Rowe.  The 
town  was  organized  in  the  sii('c're<ling  April,  and  was 
named  in  honor  of  President  Monroe.  With  Leyden,  it 
has  never  had  a  settled  Congregational  minister,  these  two 
being  the  only  towns  in  Fnmklin  County  of  which  the 
same  may  be  said.  The  only  religious  society  that  ever 
existed  there  was  the  Universalist.  No  church  has  ever 
been  organized  in  the  place,  and  no  house  for  public  wor> 
ship  has  ever  been  erected. 

The  Universalist  Society  was  oiganized  about  1810,  and 
this  became  extinct  several  years  ago,  although  the  inbab* 
itants  are  mostlj  adherents  of  that  denomination.  The 
following  preachers  have  officiated  in  Monroe:  Bev* 
Messrs.  David  Bailou,  Hosea  F.  Bailou,  Joseph  Barber, 
Joy  Bishop,  Jeremiah  Gifford,  Charles  0.  French  and 
Jonathan  Hix.  Moses  Bailou,  Hosea  F.  Bailou  and  Jona- 
than Hix,  Universalist  ministers,  and  Bussell  A.  Bailou, 
Unitarian,  originated  in  Monroe. 

There  are  four  school  districts  in  the  town,  and  S150 
was  raised  for  schools,  in  1 854.  There  was  raised  the 
same  year,  for  contingent  expenses,  $75;  for  higliways, 
S800.  There  is  no  town  debt.  Th(^  town  contains  12 
square  miles  of  territory,  has  52  rat;ible  polls,  and  twenty 
miles  of  roads.  The  people  are  almost  exclusively  fanners. 
The  population  in  1840  was  260;  in  1850,  242;  decrease 
in  ten  years,  IS. 

MONTAGUE. 

The  original  name  of  a  part  of  the  territory  of  Monta- 
gue was  "  Hunting  Hills."  The  tract  was  incorporated 
Dec.  22, 1753,  as  a  district,  and  embraced  the  North  parish 
of  Sunderland  and  a  tract  of  unincorporated  land.  The 
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first  settlez^B  oame  was  Marsh,  and  about  the  time  ci'JuB 
advent,  one  Taylor  became  a  resident  on  the  territory. 

These  two  men  are  supposed  to  have  settled  about  1726. 
The  iiiunes  of  other  early  settlers  were  Ellis,  Harvey,  Root, 
Montague,  Allis,  Kinp:,  Tuttle,  Bartlett,  Billing,  Benjamin, 
Buniiiam,  Wilson,  AV'right,  Brooks,  Whitney,  Mattoon, 
Grover,  Baker,  iiowe,  Smith,  Bushnell,  Kinsley,  TafV, 
Gunn  and  Clapp.  The  region,  in  its  early  days,  was  a  hue 
place  for  game,  and  received  its  early  name  from  that  fact. 
The  town  was  tlir  soene  of  one  of  those  accidents  '^o  eoni- 
mon  in  the  Bettlement  of  the  country,  in  which  I^uiuan  iile 
was  sacrificed  to  the  excitements  of  sport.  Ebenezer  Tut- 
tle and  his  father  were  out  on  a  hunting  expedition,  and, 
separating  for  the  objects  of  their  pursuit,  met  unawaresi 
when  the  son,  seeing  the  bushes  move  at  a  distance,  sup- 
posed that  he  saw  a  bear,  and  shot  and  killed  his  father. 

The  early  records  of  the  first  church  are  lost,  and  it  is 
not  known  when  it  was  organized,  though  it  is  believed 
that  it  was  not  far  from  the  date  of  the  ordination  of  the 
firrt  zninister,  Nov«  22d,  1752.  The  first  meetmg  house 
was  built  in  Bev.  Judah  Nash  of  Longmeadow,  a 

graduate  of  Tale  in  ITiS,  was  ordained  on  the  date  above 
stated.  He  died  Feb.  19, 1805,  after  a  ministry  of  52  years 
and  three  months,  at  the  age  of  76.  Oct  27, 1807,  Rev. 
Aaron  Gates  of  East  Haddiun,  Ct.,  a  graduate  of  Williams 
in  1804^  became  his  successor,  and  was  dismissed  Dec.  12, 
1827.  Rev.  Moses  B.  Bradford  of  Francestown,  N.  H.,  a 
graduate  of  Amherst  in  182 J,  was  ordained  as  the  third 
pastor  ot  the  church,  Nov.  19,  1828,  and  dismissed  Jan. 
16,  l6o2.  liey.  Benjamin  Holmes,  4iis  successor,  was 
installed  Nov.  18, 1834,  and  dismissed  May  16, 1838.  Mr. 
Holmes  was  an  Englishman.  He  wns  succeeded  Nor.  26, 
1839,  by  Rev.  James  H.  Merrill,  wlio  is  still  the  pastor. 

A  history  of  the  Baptist  church  of  Montague  will  be 
found  in  the  history  of  Leverett. 

An  Episcopal  Society  was  organized  July  13,  1815. 
Rev.  Titus  Strong  of  Greenfield,  has  occasionally  officiated 
as  their  preacher.  Rev.  George  White  supplied  in  1816, 
and  Rev.  Mr.  Bowers  in  1817.  Rev.  Rodolphus  Dickin- 
son supplied  in  1833,  Rev.  Orann:e  Clark  in  1844,  and 
Eev,  Mr.  Clapp  in  1845.    The  Society  is  very  small. 

The  Unitanan  Church  was  oiganized  Not*  4^  1828,  with 
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twelve  members.  They  have  never  had  a  wMbi  pastor. 
Among  those  who  have  supplied  them  are  Rev.  Measrs. 

Timothy  F.  Rogers,  Joseph  Field,  Rodolphns  Dickinson, 
Luther  Wilson,  John  A.  William?,  Wm.  H.  Bradley,  Na- 
thaniel O.  Chaffee,  iiavis  Smith  aud  Claudius  Bradford, 
who  is  the  present  supply. 

In  1755,  it  was  voie(l  by  tiie  town  to  have  a  shell  blown, 
at  Lieut.  Clapp*s,  for  a  signal  on  Sabbatii  days,  la  1  759, 
it  was  voted  lo  buy  the  shell  of  Lieut,  Clapp  for  £l  10s., 
and  to  allow  Joseph  Koot  20s.  for  blowin«^  the  same,  on 
the  Sabbath,  for  one  yeia*.  By  contrart  with  the  first  min- 
ister, Mr.  Nash,  the  town  was  to  fianish  him  with  fire 
wood,  though,  in  1759,  we  find  tliat  they  voted  to  provide 
for  him  "  70  loads  of  wood  at  14  pence  per  load.** 

At  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  district,  Aj)ril  C, 
1778,  to  take  into  consideration  a  pamphlet  from  the  town 
of  Boston,  relative  to  the  rights  and  grievances  of  the  eol- 
onies,  it  was  voted  to  choose  a  Committee  of  Correspond- 
ence, consisting  of  Moses  Gnnn,  Elisba  AUis,  Stephen 
Tuttle,  Peter  Bishop,  Judah  Wright,  and  Nathaniel  Gunn, 
Jr.  At  an  adjourned  meeting,  held  April  20,  this  commit- 
tee presented  the  draught  of  a  letter  to  the  Boston  Com- 
mittee, which  was  approved,  and  ordered  to  be  entered 
npon  the  District  records.   The  following  is  the  document : 

To  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  of  the  Town  of  Tos^or?, 
Gentlemen: — Having  carefully  perused  your  Pamphlet  oi  the 
20  of  Nov.  last,  Containing  a  statement  of  the  rights  of  the  Culo- 
nists,  with  the  infringement  on  those  rights,  (which  came  lo  us 
about  three  months  aiiei  publication)  we  are  of  opinion  that 
you  have;  in  general,  justly  stated  our  rights  as  Men,  as 
Christians,  and  as  Suojects.  As  Christians,  we  have  a  right 
to  worriiip  Qod  aceordiag  to  the  dictates  of  conscience,  owing 
all  religious  obedience  to  Him  who  hath  declared  that  His 
Kingdom  is  not  of  this  world.  As  men,  aad  as  subjects,  we 
have  a  right  to  life,  liberty  and  property.  Those  we  have  as 
our  natural  birthright,  being  descended  from  those  renowned 
ancestors,  who  crossed  tho  Atlantic  at  their  own  expense; 
purchased  the  soil  of  the  natives,  and  who  with  their  succes- 
sors have  ever  defended  it  with  Treasure  and  blood;  con- 
firmed in  the  ricrht  ample  manner  by  the  royai  ciiailtJis 
whereby  tho  people  oi  the  Proviuce  have  the  sole  and  abso- 
lute property  of  the  soil  in  fee  simple  with  all  the  appttrte- 
aaaoca— 'Wateti  Bivers^  Mines^  &c.,  except  only  of  the  part 
of  Gold  and  Silver  are  reserred  to  the  Crown.  As  to  infringe- 
ment on  our  rights*  we  do  not  metend  fully  to  understand  the 
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power  of  Vice  nominalty  courbi,  but  that  there  is  so  great  a 
daierence  made  between  subjects  entitled  to  the  same  liber- 
ties au«i  imiuuuiUea  wiiiiiii  lUe  colonies,  and  in  the  liealm,  as 
there  appears  to  be,  affords  matter  of  coavieticm  that  the 
lAterwti  of  the  people  lepreeeoted,  interspersed  with  the  inter- 
est  of  Lt^slative  Dodies*  is  their  only  security  against  par- 
tiality and  iojastioe;  and  that  a  Parliament  at  three  thousand 
miles  distance  can  never  have  an  equitable  ri^htto  bind  colo- 
mice  in  all  cam  vhaterer.   That  the  commissionera  of  the 
customs,  or  any  set  of  men  known  or  unknown,  in  our  char- 
ter, should  have  general  warrants  to  search  houses,  shops, 
chests,  &r.,  is  ilU^L'^aL  and  hath  been  publicly  declared  to  be 
so  within  the  Realm  in  ih^  ^reat  case  between  John  WiLk.es, 
Esq.,  and  the  Karl  of  Haiiiax.        •        •       ♦  • 

"We  thiitik  the  town  of  Boston  for  their  patrioiic  zeal  in 
the  commou  cause,  particularly  as  their  Pamphlets  hath  paved 
the  way  lur  a  full  discussion  of  our  natural  and  charter  rii^ht, 
in  the  general  assembly  at  their  lale  session,  whereby  much 
light  hath  been  cast  on  the  subject  We  reflect  with  grati- 
tnde  and  pleaanie  on  their  learned  labori  in  defense  of  onr 
just  rights,  In  which  they  have  disooirered  a  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  onr  conatitution  and  great  firmness  in  defense  of  it. 

Gentlemen^  we  look  upon  the  particular  occasion  of  your 
letter  to  be  very  alarming  to  every  sensible  lover  of  his  coan- 
try.  We  acknowledge  the  activity  and  vigilance  of  the  Town 
of  Boston,  Trusting  that  salutary  and  important  ends  to  the 
public  'jood  Imve  been  and  still  may  be  answered  thereby,  we 
consider  tlie  inlringements  on  our  rights  stated  in  the  Pam- 
phlets as  beinir  what  in  reason  and  justice  uugiit  to  give  deep 
concern  to  every  Ineiid  oi  his  country,  and  excite  his  endeav-  • 
ors,  in  all  suitable  lawful  methods,  to  obtain  redress.  We 
hope  that  the  knowledge  of  car  natural  and  constitutional 
rigots  mar  be  still  further  propagated  among  people  of  all 
ranks.  Tnat  the  natural  principle  of  self  preservation  may 
be  timely  and  thoroughly  awakened  and  unerringly  directed. 
That  a  criminal  and  scandalous  inattention  or  indifTeienoe  to 
our  rightSi  may  be  an  infamy  never  justly  charged  npeo  n% 
esteeming  a  tame  submission  to  slavery  more  infamoua  than 
slavery  itself." 

On  the  following  27th  day  of  Jane,  a  meeting  was  held, 
al  which  a  non-eoosnmplaoQ  coTenant,  or  league,  was  pre- 
sented, and  Dr.  Mosea  Oonn,  Steplm  Tnttk,  Eliphalet 

Allis,  John  Gnnn  and  Samuel  Bard  well  were  chosen  a 

committee  to  consider  the  covenant,  maturely  make  such 
alterations  as  they  should  deem  proper,  and  present  it  for 
action  on  the  7th  day  of  July,  to  which  day  the  meeting 
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,was  adjourned.  At  that  meeting,  tin  eluborate  document 
was  presented,  reviewing  the  encroachments  of  the  crown 
upon  the  natural  and  chartered  rights  of  the  people,  the 
condition  oi'  the  country,  <nii(l  tiie  proper  policy  of  the 
times.  At  a  meeting  held  on  llie  21st  of  the  same  month, 
by  atljournmenty  the  ibUowing  non-cou&umptiou  agiement 
waa  adopted : 

^'  1 .  That,  from  henceforth,  we  will  suspend  all  commercial 
intercourse  wilh  the  island  of  Great  Britain  until  this  act  of 
blocking  up  the  harbor  (of  Boston)  be  repealed,  and  arestom- 
tion  of  our  charter  rights  be  obtained. 

2.  That  there  may  be  the  less  temptation  to  others  to  en* 
gage  in  the  said  dangerous  commerce,  we  do,  in  like  manner, 
solemnly  covenant  that  we  will  not  knowin^rly  puro!ia^e  or 
consume,  in  any  manner  whatcyt  i,  any  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, which  shall  arrive  m  America  from  Great  Britain, 
from  and  after  the  last  day  of  August,  next  ensuing.'* 

In  1781,  it  was  voted  that  the  selectmen  give  their  secu- 
rity to  the  soldiers  for  their  payment,  in  behalf  of  the 
town;  and,  farther,  that  the  security  be  given  payable  in 
wheat  at  4s,  per  bushel,  and  lye  at  ds.  per  bushel,  their 
xservice  to  be  reckoned  at  40s.  per  month,  exclusive  of  their 
bounty,  or  £3  per  month  in  silver,  exclusive  of  their  bounty, 
ug.  they  should  choose.  January  24,  of  the  same  year,  the 
town  voted  to  give,  as  a  bounty  to  each  soldier  who  should 
enlist  from  the  town,  in  the  continental  army,  for  three 
yeaiv^,  yearling  heifers  or  f^teers,  in  case  he  should  re- 
main in  the  iuiny  one  year,  and  in  like  pro|)uilion  for  a 
shorter  time  ;  20  two-years-old  neat  cattle  in  case  he  should 
remain  two  years,  and  20  three-year&-uld  neat  cattle  for  tlie 
entire  three  year>'  .-ervice,  in  each  case  to  be  paid  at  the 
expiration  of  the  1*  rmof  «orvice.  These  votes  sufficiently 
show  where  Montague  stood,  and  how  she  acted,  in  that 
great  struggle,  forever  associated  with  the  glory  of  the 
young  town  corporations  of  New  England. 

The  Upper  Locks  and  Canal  on  the  Connecticut  River, 
which  were  constructed  in  Montague  in  1793-5,  have  al- 
ready been  sufficiently  described  in  the  Outline  History. 
[VoL  1,  pp.  ^8-9.]  On  a  tract  near  the*canal,  a  partj 
of  Gerauuia  and  others  laid  out  a  city,  some  60  years  ago, 
Mid  boilfe  sevend  two-story  houses,  as  a  commencement. 
Sfame  of  these  houses  are  still  standing.  The  cily  did  npt 
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collect  according  to  the  hopes  of  its  projectors,  «nd  the 

project  itself  was  abandoned.  The  place  has  ever  &inee 
been  known  as  "Monta2rue  City."  Montague  abounds 
with  the  common  Indian  relics,  as  that  wa^  oiice  the  grand 
resort  of  the  lihlians  in  their  tisheries  for  shad  and  salrnt  )a. 

Dr.  Mo?ics  (iunn,  whose  name  has  been  liiriuioiu  <1  in 
connection  with  the  movements  of  the  Revolution,  wab  a 
graduate  of  Yale  College  in  1748.  He  was  very  much 
,  employed  in  town  affairs,  attended  all  the  Revolutionary 
oouventions,  and  evidently  draughted  ail  the  resolutions, 
and  their  acoompanjring  docomentSy  that  appear  oa  the 
records. 

HarUn  Gunn  was  the  fli  st  postmaster,  Jonathan  Hart- 
well  the  second,  and  Elisha  Wright,  Jr.,  the  present  incum* 
bent,  the  third. 

Hon*  Jonathan  Hartwell  is  the  only  lawyer  that  ever 
settled  in  the  town.  He  is  a  native  of  Chesterfield,  N. 
graduated  at  Dartmouth  in  1809,  moved  to  Monti^e  in 
1817,  was  appointed  postihaster  the  following  year,  and 
held  the  office  86  years,  when  he  resigned*  Within  the 
same  period,  he  was  clerk  and  treasurer  of  the  town  for  some 
twenty  years,  a  representative  to  the  General  Court  nine 
or  ten  years,  and,  in  1835  and  1836,  was  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Council.  Mr.  Hartwell  claims  to  have  been  the 
originator  ot*  the  plan  of  district  school  libraries  in  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  to  have  promulgated  it  through  the  press, 
many  years  previous  tu  ii^  adoption. 

There  is  a  somewhat  important  manufacturing  interest 
in  tlie  town.  R.  L.  &  D.  W.  Oos?  employ  15  men  at 
Montague  Canal  in  sawing  1,0()(J,000  feet  of  lumber,  and 
phming  500,000  feet;  15  men  in  making  300  piano  cases 
annually,  and  15  men  in  cutting  1,200  cords  of  wood  yearly. 
In  addition  to  this  concern,  there  are  a  scythe-snath  ^Eictory, 
*  a  rake  factory,  a  chair  factoiy  and  two  confectionery  fae* 
tories.  There  is  considerable  done,  also,  in  the  manufac- 
tore  of  brooms  and  palm  leaf  hats.  Benjamin  F*  Pond 
earries  on  aji  extensive  tannery,  employing  8  or  10  hands 
in  tanning  from  8,000  to  10,000  sides  of  leather  annually. 
The  establishnfent,  in  its  various  appointments,  is  deemei 
superior  to  any  other  of  the  kind  in  the  county. 

In  the  extreme  Northern  part  of  the  town,  there  is  a 
meadow  containing  some  800  acres  of  land,  of  remarkable 
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beauty  and  productivunc  >>.  The  locality  is  popularly 
known  as  '*  Deep  Hole,"  is  hemmed  in  by  mountains  on 
every  side,  and  entirely  out  of  si^fht  of  any  Iniman  habi- 
tation. It  1*?^  a  charmed  and  charmin*:^  spot,  worthy  of  the 
visit  and  exaniiuation  of  every  lover  of  nature  in  her  hap« 
pier  moods  and  manifestations. 

In  1854,  Montague  raised  by  tax,  for  all  purposes, 
^^^,380  32 ;  of  which  there  was  appropriated  for  schools, 
Si, 200,  besides  $172  54,  income  from  the  town  sehool  ffUMly 
and  $75  67  from  the  State  6Chool  fond. 

The  populatian  of  Montague,  in  1840,  waa  1,288;  in 
1850, 1,515 ;  increase  in  ten  years,  227. 

JS^EW  SALEM. 

A  township,  equal  to  six  miles  square,  was  granted  by 
tiie  General  Court,  December  81, 1734,  to  sixty  proprie- 
tors in  the  town  (now  ci^)  of  Saiem,  and  June  17,  1743^ 
an  additional  grant  of  4,000  acres  was  made.   Aagost  13, 

1735,  the  proprietors  held  a  meeting  to  organise,  and  make 
arrangements  for  locating  the  township.  The  subsequent 
meetings  of  the  proprietors  were  held  at  Salem  until  1753, 
ivhen  the  two  grants  were  incorporated  as  a  district.  The 
first  settieuicnt  was  made  by  Jeremiah  Meachani,  in  1737, 
who  received  a  present  of  £10  from  the  proprietors  for 
assuminir  the  hardships  of  the  pioneer.  Soon  after  him 
came  others,  among  wimm  wero  Atuos  Putnam,  Amos  Fos- 
ter, Benjamin  Sfjicy,  Sjimuei  King,  Snmuel  IVirce,  Daniel 
Shaw,  James  Cook  and  .lereuiiah  Ballard.  The  population 
increased  rapidly  for  several  years  after  this.  The  settle- 
ment occurred  at  a  time  when  disturbance  f  rom  the  Indians 
was  to  be  feared,  and  one  or  more  forts  were  built,  as  in 
the  early  settlements  generally.  The  walls  of  the  first 
meeting-house  were  planked  so  as  to  be  imperrious  to 
musket  balls,  in  case  of  an  attack  while  the  people  w«i« 
assembled  within. 

The  women  of  the  first  settlement  were  fit  companion 
of  the  hardy  men  wbo  settled  New  Salem«  JUustratiye  of 
the  fact,  a  gentleman  who  still  resides  in  that  town  repeats 
a  story  which  he  heard  from  the  lips  of  the  wife  of  the  first 
deacon  of  the  church,  more- than  fifty  years  ago,  of  thefiilp 
lowing  purport.  On  some  occasion,  all  the  men  of  theset- 
tiement  were  called  twenty  or  thirty  mil^  fitom  home^  into 
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the  v^ej  of  the  Coiuiecticut,  and  were  obliged  to  be  absent 
over  night.  At  an  early  hour,  rill  tlie  women,  witli  tlie  tew 
<  lii](iron  of  the  settloiiK  lU,  n<<enil)led  in  the  fort  for  the 
night.  With  iiiiliUiry  strictness,  they  kept  a  watch,  and, 
about  midnight,  one  of  them  discovered  the  enemy  stealth- 
ily approachmg  the  fort  from  different  directions,  and  in 
considerable  numbers.  The  Commander-in-chief"  imme<* 
dtaielj  called  the  roll  o£  the  men  of  the  settlement^  in  a 
hoarse,  mascQtioe  Toice^  and  named  some  who  had  never 
existed.  An  answer  was  gireft  to  each  name,  in  a  conraa** 
ponding  tone.  She  then  commanded  them  to  load  and  pie- 
pare  to  fire.  Then  followed  a  noise  like  the  ramming  down 
of  cartridges,  at  which  the  Indians  retired  with  aU  con- 
venient s^ed.  Their  presence  was  verified  the  next  day 
by  the  d^ooverj  of  their  tracks  near  the  fort.  There  were 
many  Indians  in  the  vicmity,  hot  the  settlers  effectoally 
guarded  themselves  against  their  depredations. 

The  descendants  of  these  settlers  were  no  less  brave  tiian 
their  fathers  and  mothers,  as  their  sacrifices  made  during 
the  Revolutionary  war  abundantly  prove.  A  company  of 
vohmteors  under  Capt.  St;ic  v  left  immediately  for  Cam- 
bridge on  tiio  Lexinc^on  iilariii,  and  throughout  the  war 
New  Salem  was  in  no  way  behind  its  sister  towns  in  its 
practical  sympathy  with  the  patriotic  cause.  [Vol.  1,  p.  2 14.] 

More  than  a  year  befoi*e  the  settkniieni  commenced,  the 
proprit  tors  took  the  preparatory  step^s  for  building  a  meet- 
ing-house. It  was  voted,  August  16,  1736,  "to  build  a 
meeting-house  forthwith,  forty  feet  long,  30  feet  wide,  and 
18  feet  8tud."  It  was  afterwards  "  voted  to  add  live  feet  to 
the  length,  five  feet  to  the  width,  and  two  to  the  height^" 
and  "  to  frame  and  plank  "  the  meeting-house.  The  house 
waa  not  built  forthwith''  according  to  the  vote,  and  we  find 
tbat  June  8, 1738,  it  wa^;  voted  to  levy  a  tax  of  £3  on 
eaeh  right,  towards  building  a  meeting-house."  December 
17, 1739,  a  bill  of  the  expense  of  raising  the  house  was 
accepted  and  allowed,  showing  that  at  that  date  the  teme 
Has  np*  The  bill  was  for  wheats  sugar,  rum,  molasses^  poffc» 
beef,  Imtter,  dbeese,  and  men  and  horses  from  Hadleyi  aa4 
amounted  to  £29  13^.  5d.  !No  records  extant  show  when 
the  church  was  organized,  or  of  whom  it  was  eompoaed. 
The  first  minister,  Rev*  Samuel  K^dall  of  Wdmm,  m 
gradnatetyf  Harvard  m  1731,  was  ordained  December  15, 
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1742,  and  the  church  was  probably  orpranized  about  the 
same  time,    lie  hibored  assiduously  and  lived  liapiiiiy  with 
the  people  of  his  charge  until  March,  1770,  wUvn  re- 
signed his  pastorate,  in  cuii&equence  of  the  political  troubles 
of  the  period.    He  lived  in  New  Saleni,  much  beloved,  to 
the  good  old  age  of  85,  when  he  died  January  31,  1702. 
Rev.  Joel  Foster,  the  immediate  successor  of  Mr.  Kendall, 
wa^  settled  June  9th,  1779,  and  was  dismissed  January  21, 
18U2.    In  1788,  it  was  thought  expedient  to  organise  a 
religious  sooietj  dislinet  from  the  town  organization^  and  a 
parish  was  inoorporated  in  the  town,  including  all  who 
wished  to  belong  to  it    Under  this  orgtmization,  the  reli- 
gious interests  of  the  town  assumed  a  much  brighter  aspect 
dian  they  had  previecislj  worn,  and  in  1794  the  parish  built 
a  new  and  eoomodioQS  house  of  worship,— -^rolmblj  the 
best  in  the  ooimtj  of  Hampshire  at  thai  time.   Mr«  Foster 
was  a  native  (it  is  believed)  ni  Stafford,  Ct,  and  graduated 
al  Dartmonth  in  1777.   He  was  a  man  of  more  than'ofdi- 
maj  powers,  took  a  great  interest  in  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion, and  was  chieflj  instrumental  in  procuring  the  inoor. 
poratxm  of  the  Academy  in  New  Salem,  an  institution  of 
high  standing  and  great  usefulness.   The  successor  of  Mr. 
Foster  was  Rev.  AVarren  Pierce  of  New  Salem,  a  Lrrud- 
uate  of  Dartmouth  in  1799.    lie  was  ordained  September 
5,  1804,  and  resigned  in  August,  1807.    Mr.  Pierce  was 
ranked  among  the  Unitarians,  although  it  does  not  appear 
that  his  views  differed  materially  from  those  of  his  prede- 
cessors. 

Rev.  Alplieiis  Harding,  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  in 
1805,  was  ordained  as  tlie  successor  of  Mr.  Pierce,  Decem- 
ber 2,  1807.  About  this  time,  the  controversy  between  the 
Trinitarians  and  Unitarians  began,  a  controversy  which 
weakened  many  of  the  country  parishes,  and  destroyed  not 
a  iew.  The  season  before  his  ordination,  the  parish  baih 
a  plaoe  of  worship  about  four  miles  North  of  the  centeri  as 
a  matter  of  accommodation  to  those  who  lived  at  an  incon- 
venient distance  from  the  usual  place  of  worship.  Mr. 
Harding  preached  at  the  North  church  15  Sabbaths-  in  tho 
year,  for  about  18  years,  when  dissalisfiM^tton  arose  in  both 
pkees  in  regard  to  the  amount  of  preaching  to  which  they 
were  respectively  entitled.  A  new  and  oithodox  society 
was  then  organised  at  the  "Satihy  and  Mr.  Hardingfs  hbm 
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ifterwards  confined  to  the  Central  chnrchy  when  te 
eontinned  until  Janmuy  8, 1845,  when  he  resigned*  after  a 
mmiflrtiy  of  more  tium  87  yearn  Mr.  Harding  was  also  a 
Unitarian,  or  was  geneiallf  ranked  aa  ttiicii.  AAer  liia  di»> 
mission)  the  pulpit  was  supplied  by  different  preaehers  until 
November  9, 1851,  whm  Ber.  Qaiidiaft  Biadfoid  was'  ia- 
stalled*   He  resigned  alter  a  ministrj  of  two  yean* 

The  Second  Congregational  Church  above  alluded  to  was 
orgMiil/rd  at  North  New  Salem,  November  10,  1824,  with 
40  riR  aibens.  Its  meetinjr-house  was  purchased  of  the  First 
Society,  and  ^v;l^;  removed  in  IboO  to  its  present  location, 
and  n'liunhded.  The  idiurch  itself  has  been  scattered,  and 
lias  ]ia<l  no  settled  pasiur  for  about  twelve  year?.  The  first 
pastor  was  Rev.  Levi  French  ot"  Jierkley,  a  graduate  of 
Brown  University  in  1825.  Tie  was  dismissed  October  22, 
]  and  was  succeeded,  October  23, 1834,  by  Kev.  Erastus 
Curtis  of  Meriden,  Ct,  a  graduate  of  Union  in  1829,  Mr. 
Curtis  ceased  to  officiate  as  pastor  August  1,  184m2. 

The  Third  Congregational  Church  was  organised  in  the 
center  of  the  town,  Aagust  15, 1845,  with  9  members.  Its 
first  and  present  pastor  is  Rev.  Wm.  H*  Hay  ward.  ^Ile 
was  settled  August  13, 1848.  Mr.  Hayward  isanatiyaof 
Boston. 

A  Baptist  Chnreh  was  organized  Jaauair  24, 1772*  Its 
meeting-hoQse  is  on  the  line  between  New  balem  and  Pres- 
oott,  and  the  chnreh  is  called  tiw  ^  New  Salem  and  FreBOott 
Baptist  Chnreh.**  Hie  preaehers  and  pastors  have  been 

the  blowing:  Bev.  Messrs.  Ebenezer  Smith,  Samuel  Bige- 
low,  Joel  Butler,  Josiah  Orcutt,  Paul  Davis,  Calvin  Orcutt^ 
Asa  Niles,  Stephen  S.  Nelson,  Thomas  Rand,  Dwyer, 
George  Daland,  John  Shepardson,  and  Alden  B.  Eggleston. 

Tlie  Methodists  of  New  Salem  worship  with  those  of 
Prescott,  but  the  meeting-house  is  within  the  borders  of 
New  Salem.  The  church  was  formexl  in  1829,  mid  the 
following  have  bct  Ti  the  ]>rr'a(  ]iors :  K(  \  .  Messrs.  Henry 
Woolley,  Ezra  Sprague,  Humphrey  Harris,  Salmon  Huii, 
Elias  P.  Stevens,  Ziba  Loveland,  Otis  Wilder,  Phiio 
Hawks,  Philetus  Green,  Erastus  Otis,  Royal  Smith, 
Thomas  Marcy,  Samuel  Heath,  Merritt  P.  Alderman, 
George  W.  Green,  H.  B.  Collar,  Joseph  W.  Lewis,  Charles 
Hayward,  Thomas  G.  Brown,  Rufus  P.  Buffington,  Harri- 
son Morgan,  B.     Estabrooh,  John  S.  Day,  Wm.  A.  Clapjp^ 
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Rodney  Gage,  Leonard  P.  Prost,  Proctor  Mf^yffcj 
Barnes,  J.  W.  P.  Jordan  and  C.  N.  Merrifield. 

The  Universal  Ists  organized  a  society  at  the  North  pari 
of  the  town  about  1800,  and  erected  atemefor  ameetiiif- 
honse*  The  frame  stood  several  years  uQCOvered,  when  a 
dttsen  who  had  loet  his  house  hj  fire,  purchased  it|  and 
made  it  into  a  tayem.   The  society  waa  didsolved. 

Amusing  stories  are  told  iUastratiTe  of  the  ebaraeter  of 
some  of  ibk  pastors  who  have  lived  in  New  Salem,  and 
among  them  the  following :  Bey«  Mr.  Foster  was  afaeetiovs 
many  and  usually  readj  at  joke  and  repartee.  He  had  a 
parishioner,  a  carpenter  hy  trade,  pretty  well  stocked  with 
ready  wit,  and,  withal,  somewhat  given  to  boasting.  One 
day  while  at  work  for  his  minister,  hewing  a  stick  of  tim- 
ber, the  carpenter  was  boasting  in  his  usual  style  of  the 
marvels  that  he  conM  perform.  The  pastor,  to  ])nt  lui  lx- 
tiiiguisher  upon  liiin,  saiil,  "Governor,  (his  nickiuiine.)  do 
joti  think  you  could  make  a  devil  "  Make  a  devil,"  re- 
sponded the  Governor,  "  why  yes,  yes !"  (his  broad  ax 
moving  a  little  more  rapidly.)  lierf  put  up  your  foot !  You 
want  the  leaet  alteration  ot  any  man  1  ever  saw."  It  was 
rare  that  the  minister  came  off  second  bestinan  enoott&ter 
of  this  charapter,  but  he  did  this  time. 

The  plat  of  land  "  equal  to  six  miles  square,"  originally 
granted  to  the  proprietors  of  New  Salem,  was  laid  out 
in  an  oblong  form,  extending  North  and  South  nearly  ten 
miles.  The  additional  grant  of  4,000  acres  was  affixed  to 
the  Northern  end,  thus  making  the  township  thirteen  miles 
long.  Many  years  since^  a  large  tract  was  cut  from  the 
East  side  of  Shutesbuiy,  and  added  to  the  West  -side  of 
New  Salem,  making  the  whole  territory  of  .the  town  ahoat 
50  square  miles,  with  a  population  of  2,200.  The  form  of 
the  town  was  the  cause  of  great  inomvenience  to  those 
living  at  its  extremities,  and  many  attempts  were  made  to 
divide  or  alter  it  in  some  manner.  In  1820,  a  portion, 
about  three  miles  long,  was  cut  oft'  liom  tlie  South  end, 
and,  with  the  East  parish  of  Pelham,  incorporated  as  the 
town  of  Prescott.  In  1837,  a  tract  about, three  miles  long 
was  cut  off  from  the  North  end,  and  added  to  the  towns  of 
Athol  and  Orange.  These  t\v(j  subtractions  reduced  the 
territory  to  about  23  square  miles,  the  number  of  school 
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diMricts  from  22  to  12,  and  brought  the  town  ijito  a  much 
more  couvenient  Ibrm. 

A  commendable  interest  is  felt  in  common  scliools,  the 
town  having  for  several  years  raised  by  tax  SI, 000  for  that 
interest^  which,  added  to  its  proportion  of  State  money  and 
the  amount  of  private  subscriptioDSy  makes  the  annual  ex- 
penditure about  S  1,^300.  The  money  raised  by  the  town 
and  that  received  from  the  State,  is  divided  into  three  equal 
parts,  one  part  being  equally  subdivided  among  the  dis- 
trictSy  another  apportioned  to  the  several  districts  according 
to  the  number  of  scholars  in  each,  and  the  third  divided 
according  to  the  yaluation  of  property  in  each  district 

The  New  Salem  Academy  was  inoorporated  in  1795,  and 
public  spirited  individuals  erected  a  structure  for  its  accom- 
modation. In  1837,  this  building,  which  had  just  been  re- 
paired at  a  large  expense,  together  with  the  library  and 
valuable  apparatus,  was  destroyed  by  fire.  In  1838,  a 
nior(?  spacious  and  convenient  building  was  ci'ccted  by  sub- 
scription. The  institution  is  under  the  supervision  of  fifteen 
trustees,  belonging  in  New  Salem  and  the  neighboring 
towns,  and  has  now  l>een  in  operation  about  59  years.  It 
is  prosperous,  and  is  >till,  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr. 
V.  M.  Howard,  prosecuting  its  work  of  fitting  students  for 
college,  or  preparing  them  for  the  ail  important  office  of 
teaching. 

In  1854,  New  Salem  raised  Sl,500  for  the  support  of 
the  poor,  lor  building  roads,  defraying  town  charges  and 
reducing  the  town  debt^  wlMch  amounts  to  $ly400|  incurred 
mostly  .^c  the  purchase  of  a  farm  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  poor.  The  town  also  raised  1,300  for  making  and 
repairing  bridges  and  highways,  making  a  total  of  taxation, 
including  the  1,000  for  schools,  of  $3,800,  of  which  $2,500 
is  a  money  tax* 

The  chiief  industrial  interests  <tf  the  town  are  farming  and 
lumbering.  The  land  is  'well  adapted  to  grass  and  the 
grains,  and  many  valuable  dairies  are  kept,  and  horses  and 
cattle  produced.  The  water  power  of  the  town  is  not  ex- 
tensive, and  is  mostly  occupied  by  saw  mills,  of  which  there 
are  1 1.  Holt  &  Go.  own  and  carry  on  an  extensive  saw 
mill  driven  by  steam  power.  Palm  leaf  hats  are  braided 
in  great  numbers  by  the  females  and  children.  A  soap- 
stone  bed  was  discovered  on  Ratilesnake  Hill  (so  calicd;  a 


Digitized  by 


MO&THVIBLD.  ^  40ft 

""few  years  since,  bat  it  has  never  been  wrought,  and  its  ex- 
tent and  value  are  unknown.    New  Salem  has  302  rateble 
polk,  287  legal  voters,  and  860  school  children  between- 
f  ye  and  fifteen  jeais  of  age.   The  population  in  1840 
was  1,275 ;  in  1850, 1,259 ;  decrease  in  ten  yean,  Id. 

NOBTHFIELD. 

In  October,  1672,  the  territory  known  by  the  Indian 
name  of  Squakheag,  now  the  town  of  Northfield,  was 
granted  to  certain  individuals  liviii;j;  mostly  in  Kuri  lianip- 
toti.  The  f^rrant  was  a  township  equal  to  six  miles  F(juare, 
not  to  exceed  8  miles  in  lenprth.  The  cuiuliiiun  of  the 
grant  was  that  twenty  families  should  &ettle  within  eighteen 
months.  The  General  Court  appointed  Lieut.  W  ni.  Clark, 
AVm.  Iloltoo,  Lient.  Samuel  Smith,  Cornet  Wm.  Allys  and 
Isaac  Graves  a  committee  to  Iny  out  the  plantation,  and 
superintend  tlie  eoneems  of  the  proprietors  ;  and  it  was 
enjoined  upon  them  to  lay  out  a  farm  of  30U  acres  of  up- 
land and  meadow,  lor  the  use  of  the  country,  and  to  settle 
a  minister  so  soon  as  twenty  families  should  be  gathered* 
The  plantation  was  laid  out  the  following  year,  as  follows : 
^*  beginning  at  a  brook  called  Natanis,  at  the  lower  end  of 
a  meadow  Nattahameongom,  or  Natanis,  (now  Bennett's 
meadow)  and  running  up  the  river  eight  miles,  and  extend* 
ing  three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  the  riyer  on  the  West 
side,  and  three  miles  and  three-fourths  of  a  mile  on  the 
East  side.''  On  the  9th  of  Steptember,  167B,  a  part  of  this 
territory,  with  a  large  additional  tract  on  the  West  of  the 
river,  was  purchased  of  the  Indians^  Soon  after  this,  and 
during  that  year,  seyend  settlers  from  Northampton,  Had^ 
ley  and  Hatfield  came  in,  and  built  seyend  houses,  one  of' 
which  was  fortilied. 

The  settlement  took  place  during  the  inception  of  King 
Philip's  war.    The  slory  of  the  Indian  murders  in  Squak- 
heacr,  the  slaughter  of  Capt.  Beers  and  his  men  on  their  way 
tu  that  settlement,  and  the  forsaking  of  the  plantation,  has 
.  been  fully  told  in  ih  Outline  History. — [vol.  1,  pp.  80-6.] 

It  was  not  until  aih  r  the  passage  of  several  years  suc- 
ceeding the  conclusion  of  Philip's  war,  that  the  proprietors 
moved  for  a  new  settlement.  In  1782,  the  survivors  of 
the  original  committee,  and  others,  petitioned  the  General 
Court  that  the  limits  of  the  Squakheag  grant  might  be  ex- 
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tended,  so  aa  to  bmmd  Southerly  on  atony,  or  four-mile 
bnrnk.  Tbeir  petitioa  was  graatedy  on  condition  that  fodgr 
fiuniltes  should  settle  in  the  town  within  three  years ;  and  aa 
some  of  the  committee  had  died^  a  new  committee  was  ap» 
pointed  to  take  their  place.  In  1684,  the  village  was  laid 
ont  upon  the  sarnie  ground,  and  in  the  same  form,  as  it  now 
exists*  The  lots  were  laid  out  20  rods  in  width,  mid  a 
reservation  was  made  for  highways  ten  rods  in  width, 
through  and  across  the  village.  In  1685,  a  nnmber  of 
families  returned  to  tlie  planUUion,  built  a  lew  houses,  and 
erected  a  block  iiuu^e.  At  a  meeting  of  the  committee 
the  same  yeaj  ,  lots  were  granted  to  32  persons,  and  it  was 
ordered  that  every  person  who  had  iiu  acres  of  interval 
land  ^houid  settle  two  inhabitants  uj)on  it.  It  was  agreed 
also  tliat  all  the  jnoprletors  should-  be  on  their  lands,  with 
their  families,  on,  or  belbre,  the  10th  day  of  May,  1686,  or 
forfeit  their  grants.  Deeds  of  all  the  territory  and  much 
hesides  seem  to  have  been  given  by  ceriain  Indians  after 
this. 

The  settlement  went  on  prosperously  for  a  year  or  two, 
when,  in  1689,  came  on  King  William's  war.  The  settjers 
saw  that  their  strength  was  small,  that  their  situation  was 
'  the  most  Northern  in  the  colony,  and  thus,  peculiarly  ex- 
posed to  tlio  incursions  of  the  French  and  Indians  from  the 
North;  and  Imrying  their  niQSt  valuable  good-  in  a  well,  a 
few  rods  South  Easterly  of  the  present  meeting  house,  thej 
left  their  dwellings'  tenantless,  and,  with  their  wives  and 
diildren,  fled  to  Hadley.  This  withdrawal  was  destined 
to  be  a  long  one.  Queen  Anne's  war  followed  soon,  and 
it  was  not  until  February,  1713,  that,  in  accordanoe  with 
a  petition  to  the  General  Court,  of  Joseph  Parsons,  John 
Lyman  and  others,  the  Squakheag  grant  was  revived. 
The  act  appointed  Samuel  Partridge,  John  Pynchon.  (  the 
2d)  Samuel  Porter,  John  Stoddard  and  Henry  Dwiglit  a 
committee  to  determine  on  the  rights  of  claimants,  under 
the  old  grant,  and  to  join  tlieni  ^vith  others,  preference  be- 
ing given  in  all  cases  to  the  descendants  of  the  original 
planters  and  grantees.  Tlie  Conuiiittee  were  empowered 
to  make  their  allotments,  and  required  to  reserve  250  acres 
of  land  to  be  at  the  disposition  of  the  Government.  The 
grant  was  based  on  the  provision  that  4U  families  should 
be  Settled  within  three  year%  and  that  they  prooure  ao^ 
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settle  a  learned  and  orthodox  minister,  ^tbe  town  to  be 
named  Northfield,"  and  to  ^Ije  to  the  Conntj  of  Hamp* 
ahire." 

On  the  14t]i  of  April,  1714,  sixteen  persons  appeared 
before  the  committee,  and  pioved  their  claims  in  the  right 
of  their  ancestors,  and  three,  in  their  own  right,  and  entered 
into  articles  of  agreement 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee,  April  16, 1714,  Deacon 
Dbenezer  Wright  was  appointed  town  clerk,  and  Capt. 
benjamin  Wright,  Lieut.  John  Ljman,  Dea.  Ebenezer 
Wright,  Judah  lliiteliiu^oii  and  Sergeani  Thomas  Taylor, 
measurers  of  land.  This  time,  the  settlement  wont  on 
prosperously,  and  became  pennaiiLnt.  In  1717,  many  new 
settlers  arrived,  some  from  the  lower  towns  on  the  river, 
and  some  from  Connecticut.  In  Deeeniher  of  that  y^^ar, 
lands  were  LTanlrd  to  a  number  of  indi\iduals,  anionj^ 
whom  was  Stephen  Bidding,  who  had  a  grant  of  lifteen 
acres  at  Bennett's  meadow,  on  condition  that  lie  would 
build  a  grist  mill  on  Mill  brook,  and  maintain  it  in  rej^air, 
"  fit  for  the  service  of  the  town,  forever."  Jonathan  Beld- 
ing  also  had  a  grant  of  twelve  acres  of  upland,  on  the  back 
side  of  Bennett's  me^ow,  on  condition  that  he  would  build 
a  saw  mill,   to  be  going  hj  Michaelmas  next." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  March  25,  1718,  it  was 
agreed  to  build  a  meeting  house  of  the  dimensions  of 
Swampfield  (Sunderland)  meeting  housed  as  soon  as  con- 
venient, and  Gapt  Wright,  Elizur  Wright,  Peter  Evans, 
Benoni  Moore  and  Zachariah  Field  were  appointed  as  a- 
committee  to  take  charge  of  the  building. 

At  this  point  really  commences  the  ecclesiastical  history  of 
Northfield,  although  it  is  recorded  that  ^one  Elder  Jones 
was  first  employed  to  preach  at  this  place,  soon  after  its  set- 
tlement," meaning  during  one  of  the  previous  settlements. 
The  first  church  was  probably  organized  in  August,  1718, 
or  during  the  same  month  in  which  the  first  pastor  was  set- 
tled. In  the  early  part  of  this  year,  Mr.  Benjamin  Doo- 
little  of  Wallingford,  Ct.,  arrived  in  Northfield,  and  preached 
through  the  Summer.  The  people  desired  him  to  settle, 
and  promised  £65  n?>  annual  salary,  and  quite  a  liberal 
amount  of  money  and  land  as  "  settlement."  Their  action 
was  approved  by.  the  committee,  and  accepted  by  Mr.  Doo- 
littlOi  and  he  was  pzobably^setded  during  the  month.  Mr. 
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DooUttle  eooliaiMd  htate  nntU  imanry  9,  1748,  when  he 
died,  in  the  5dth  yw  oC  ius  age,  and  Ihe  30tb  of  his  min- 
istry. The  double  office  which  he  sastained  during  the 
period  of  his  ministryy  is  suffidenily  explained  by  the 
foUowiug  e})itaph  inscribed  upon  his  tomhstone: 

Bles<*»«l  with  ijnoH  intellectual  parts. 
Well  akillt'd  ill  iwu  important  arts, 
Nobly  he  lilled  the  double  station 
Both  of  a  preacher  aad  physician. 
To  cure  man's  sicknesses  and  sior, 
He  took  unwearied  care  and  pains ; 
And  strove  to  make  his  patient  whole 
Throughout,  in  body  and  in  soul. 
He  loved  his  God,  loved  to  do  good, 
To  all  his  friends  vast  kindness  showed. 
Nor  could  his  enemies  exclaim 
And  say,  he  was  not  kind  to  them. 
Hid  iaburs  mei  a  sudden  close  : 
Now  he  enjoys  a  sweet  repose, 
And  when  the  jnst  to  life  .•^ii.ili  nse^ 
Among  the  first  he'll  mount  the  skies.** 

The  people  not  only  believed  their  pastor  and  physician 
immortal,  but  seem  to  have  attached  the  idea  of  immortality 
to  everything  pertaining  to  him,  for  one  of  their  highways 
was  laid  out  from  Pochaug  meadow  to  a  little  brook  where 
Mr.  Doolittle*s  horse  died,'*  as  if  tliat  landmark  were  uni- 
versally familiar,  and  likely  to  be  perpetual. 

Bey.  Jolm  Hubbard  was  settled  as  the  second  pastor  of 
the  church,  May  30, 1750.  He  was  a  native  of  Hatfield^ 
and  a  graduate  of  Yale  in  1747.  After  a  ministry  of  forty- 
four  years  and  a  half,  he  died  at  Norihfield,  November  28, 
1794,  at  the  age  of  68.  During  his  ministry,  about  200,  on 
profession,  and  50,  by  letter,  were  received  into  the  church, 
lie  was  suceeeded,November  25,  1795,  by  Rev.  Samuel  C. 
Allen  of  BcriiaicUtoii,  a  giiiduate  of  Dai  tmuulli  in  1794. 
A  notice  of  Mr.  Allen  will  be  found  in  the  history  of  Ber- 
iiardston.  When  he  was  settled  in  Northfield,  he  was  con- 
sidered Oi  ihodox,  but  be  afterwards  became  a  Unitarian. 
After  a  ministry  of  about  two  years,  he  was  dismissed,  Jan- 
uary 30,  1798. 

PVom  the  date  of  the  settlement  of  his  successor.  Rev. 
Thomas  Mason,  an  event  which  occurred  November  6, 
17^9,  the  church  was  Unitarian.   He  was  dismteaed  Feb* 


Digitized  by  Googl 


409 


ruary  28,  1830,  and  died  at  Nortlifirld,  January  3,  1851, 
aged  82.    Mr.  Mason  was  a  man  of  ])eriiliar  liabits  of 
thoui^^bt  and  life.    Ho  was  a  strong  minded  and  clear 
beaded  man,  but  loved  company  and  good  stories;  and 
while  no  man  accused  him  of  immoralities,  the  iMuvroom 
of  the  village  hotel  often  rang  with  attestations,  in  oonviil- 
aive  laughter,  of  the  genuine  humor  of  his  stories*  Piin« 
^eat  and  wittj^  he  was  always  ready  fera  talk^on  any  sub- 
ject  ^  Well,  my  son,''  said  he,  to'^a  yonng  man  about  leav- 
ing the  town  for  the  dtji  ^  so  yon  are  going  to  New  York.'* 
^lam^siry''  wasthe  reply*   ^  Well,  yon  will  find  it  a  wilder- 
ness of  honses^andaswampof  foolsi'''  saidMr^Mason^pase- 
ing  on*  There  was  doubtless  more  of  human  nature  in 
bam  tban  clerical  habit*  Bey*  George  W*  Hosmer  was 
ordained  in  Mr*  Mason's  place,  June  9, 1880,  and  dismiseed 
in  1886.   He  was  succeeded,  March  8,  1887,  by  Rev.  Oli- 
ver C.  Everett,  who  remained  the  pastor  for  about  twelve 
years.    Rev.  William  C.  Tenney,  the  present  pastor,  was 
settled  September  9,  1849.    About  two  years  ])re\  iuiis  to 
Mr.  Mason's  dismissal,  a  disatliected  body  withdrew  Irum 
his  church,  and  formed  a  second  Unitarian  church,  with  56 
members,  but  they  returned  \\  lien  Mr.  Mason  retired,  and 
relinquished  their  separate  oriranization.    "Rev.  Samuel 
Fresbury  was  ordained  as  the  piislor  of  tlie  second  Unita- 
rian church,  February  27, 1826,  and  was  dismissed  Sep- 
tember 21,  1829. 

The  Second  Orthodox  CJongregational  Church,  the  only 
one  now  in  Northfield,  was  organized  November  80, 1825, 
with  30  members^  the  most  of  whom  withdrew  from  the 
Unitarian  church.  Their  meeting-house  Avas  built  in  18^^ 
abd  remodeled  in  1849.  Rev.  Eli  Moody  of  Granby  was 
settled  as  the  first  pastor,  November  22,  1826,  and  was 
dismissed  December  24^  1830.  He  was  succeeded,  April 
21, 1881,  by  Rev*  Bancroft  Fowler  of  Pittsfield,  a  grad- 
uate of  Tale  in  1796,  who,  after  a  ministry  of  about  five 
years,  was  dismissed  July  20,  1886*  Bev*  Horatio  J. 
Lombard  was  installed  in  his  place  on  the  day  of  Mr* 
Fowler^s  dismissal.  Mr.  Lombflord  was  a  nadve  of  Stodi;- 
biidge,  and  a  graduate  of  Williams  in  1815.  He  was  dis- 
missed October  21st,  1840,  and,  on  the  same  day,  Rev. 
Nathaniel  Richardson  of  Rockport,  Ct.,  a  grnduate  oi'  Am- 
herst in  1886,  was  settled  in  his  place.  Mr.  Kicharrl;  on 
35 
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was  dismissed  Kovember  20,  1842.  and  was  succeeded  jiiRt 
two  years  afterwards  by  Uev.  Lutlier  Famam  of  CV)n('ord, 
N.  II.,  a  ji^raduate  of  Dartmmitli  in  1'S.'57.  lie  was  dis- 
inissed  April  9th  of  the  next  year,  bince  liis  dismissal, 
several  pastors  Imve  supplied  the  church,  but  no  luiimter 
has  been  settled.    la  the  church  num])ered  61. 

The  MeUiodist  Church  in  Northfield  was  organized  in 
1810,  and  seceded  from  the  Methodisl  Episcopal  denomi- 
natioii  in  XS4ei,  Previous  to  the  secession,  the  following 
preachers  supplied  the  church :  Rev,  Messrs.  Humphrey 
Harris,  Sahnon  Hull^Elias  P.  Stevens,  Otis  Wilder,  Zadoc 
King,  George  Green,  Hezekiah  B.  Collar,  Simon  £.  Fisk 
and  Leonard  Frost.  Since  1844,  the  church  has  enjoyed 
no  regular  preaching,  depending  upon  occasional  supplies. 

Returning  to  ihe  early  history  of  the  town,  we  find  thai 
on  the  16th  of  March,  1720,  the  inhahitants  voted  to  give 
Samuel  Porter,  Samuel  Partridge  and  Henry  Dwight  150 
acres  of  land  each,  and  100  acres  to  John  Stoddard,  in  con- 
sideration of  their  services  as  committee.  Mr.  Stoddard 
was  then,  and  had  been  for  several  years,  the  town  derk, 
or,  more  properly,  the  clerk  of  the  committee.  This  land 
was  laid  out  in  the  South  part  of  the  town,  which  gave  to 
that  locality  the  name  of  the  farms.**  After  this,  the 
people  acted  more  independently  of  tlieii*  committee,  choos- 
ing their  necessary  officers,  and  ordering  their  own  ailairs, 
the  conmiittee  simply  approving  and  sanctioning  their 
action.  On  the  29th  of  May,  1723,  the  town  was  released 
from  the  (M)niiiiittee,  by  a  special  act  of  the  General  Court, 
and  permitted  to  manage  its  own  affairs.  It  would  seem 
that  this  act  was  the  first  one  passed,  equivalent  to  the  in- 
corporation of  the  town,  and  on  tlie  following  22d  of  July, 
the  inhabitants  held  their  first  meeting  in  their  corporate 
capacity,  for  the  choice  of  town  officers.  Joseph  Petty 
was  chosen  moderator;  Eleazer  Holton,  town  clerk ;  Zech- 
ariah  Field,  Benoni  Moore  and  Joseph  Petty,  selectmen  ; 
Ebenezer  Field,  constable  ;  Benoni  Moore,  Nathaniel  Mat* 
toon,  Theophilus  Meriman,  Stephen  Crowibot,  Ebenezer 
Severance  and  Ebeneser  JB'ield,  fence  viewers ;  Eleazep 
Mattoon  and  Thomas  Holton,  surveyors  ;  Daniel  Wright 
and  Eldad  Wright,  hayweurds,  and  Benjamin  Janes,  tything* 
man.  Descen&nts  of  most  of  these  first  officers  are  still 
to  be  found  in  Northfield. 
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The  first  chiM  born  in  tlic  town  M  as  Lydi-u  danghter  of 
Remembrance  Wri^^ht,  her  birth  occurring  August  26, 1713, 
On  the  7tli  ot*  ^Iny,  1721,  tlir  tirst  marrin*^c  was  solemn- 
ized, between  Daniel  iShattuck  and  Rebecca  Boltwood. 
The  settlers  were  called  to  public  worship  usuaiiy  by  a 
drum,  the  drummer  being  appointed  and  paid  by  the  town. 
In  1734,  however,  it  appears  that  the  drummer  was  absent, 
and  the  selectmen  agreed  with  Daniel  Wri^rht  "  to  sweep 
the  meeting  house,  and  hang  out  a  flagg."  The  sabject  oi 
education  does  not  seem  to  have  attracted  much  attention 
until  1737,  when  a  TOte  was  passed,  declaring  it  expedient 
to  hire  a  school  master,  and  to  boj  or  build  a  school  honse. 
At  a  subsequent  meeting,  proYision  was  made  for  bnilding 
a  school  house,  and  £13  18s.  was  voted  for  hiring  a  teach- 
er. In  1740,  the  Ime  was  run  between  Massachusetts  and 
New  Hampshire,  bj  which  Northfield  lost  more  than  a 
third  of  her  territory*  Phinehas  White,  elected  in  1773, 
was  the  first  representative  sent  to  the  General  Court  from 
Kbrthfield. 

The  story  of  the  French  and  Indian  wars  has  been  told 

elsewhere,  and  the  lack  of  space  forbids  that  the  special 

acts  of  participation  in  those  conflicts,  connected  with  the 
history  of  Xoi  tiiliuld  should  be  recounted. 

Northfield  was  on  the  side  of  ilie  country,  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary  period,  and  dnrinp^  its  inception,  calmlv  and  res- 
olutely discussed  the  «iu«-t  ions  ul  policy  in  which  it  bad 
its  birth.  In  i77U,  the  people  alnio>i  unanimously  agreed 
to  use  no  tea.  In  December,  1774,  it  was  voted  that  the 
assessors  make  no  province  tax,  and  that  the  town  would 
indemnify  them  for  all  the  cost  or  trouble  sncli  neglect 
might  cause  them.  The  town  was  represented  in  tiie  pro- 
vincial Congress  at  Cambridge,  in  July,  1775,  by  Ebenezer 
Janes.  The  Committee  of  Correspondence  this  year  con- 
sisted of  Samuel  Smith,  Phinehas  Wright,  Samuel  Root, 
Thomas  Alexander  and  Seth  Field.  After  the  opening  of 
the  war,  Thomas  Alexander  was  commissioned  as  a  captain, 
by  the  Continental  Congress,  and  cnli  trd  a  company  in 
the  town  for  an  expedition  to  the  North.  In  1776,  the 
Committee  of  Safety  and  Correspondence  chosen  were 
Phinehas  Wright,  Samuel  Smith,  Seth  Field,  Samuel  Boot, 
and  Simeon  Alexander.  The  Committee  was  changed, 
more  or  less,  from  year  to  year,  during  the  war.   In  1779, 
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the  miiiister,  Mr,  Hubbard,  fell  under  suspicion,  particu- 
larly because  he  prayed  for  the  King  and  not  lor  the  Con- 
gress. A  (^uncil  was  called  to  settle  the  matter,  and  it 
was  j^ettled,  by  Mr.  Hubbard  agreeing  "  not  to  say  or  do 
aiiytbmg  in  favor  of  the  king  and  parliament,  or  to  ])ray 
for  their  success  and  "  not  to  say  or  do  anything  against 
the  cause  of  the<'ountry,  the  Continental  Congress  or  the 
army,  but  pray  for  the  prosperity,  success  and  happiness 
of  the  same."  The  town  voted  to  reject  tlie  State  Consti- 
tution in  1780—42  to  2,  one  of  the  principal  reasons 
>  being  that  Boman  Catholics  were  not  excluded  from  civil 
office.  The  votes  for  the  payment  of  soldiers,  as  well  as 
for  tkieir  enlistment^  and  in  answer  to  the  various  requisl- 
tions^  supplies,  are  numerous,  and  place  the  townamonir 
the  most  efficient  of  those  which  honored  themselves  and 
Iheir  country  by  sacrificing  to  the  latter  their  little  all. 

Northfield  is  a  rich  agricultural  town.  Within  the  last 
ftw  yearsy  much  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  growing  of 
hops,  and  the  crop  has  proved  to  be  a  very  profitable  one. 
FiDm  $20,000  to  $30,000  worth  of  hops  are  grown  in  the 
town  every  year.  There  are  no  important  mannfactureSk 
except  in  the  lumber  line.  Among  the  more  important  of 
these  estalilishmenis,  are  those  owned  by  B.  B.  Hurdock 
and  Henry  Johnson. 

The  number  of  school  districts  in  Northfield  is  13.  The 
total  taxation  for  all  purposes,  in  1854,  was  S4,256  49,  of 
which  $1,000  was  appropriated  lor  schools.  To  this  latter 
sum  was  added  §G6  interest  on  surplus  revenue,  and  about 
$80  from  the  State.  The  town  owes  no  debt,  has  65  miles 
of  roads,  had  in  1840  a  population  of  1,658;  in  1850^ 
1,720 ;  increase  in  ten  years,  62. 

ORANGE. 

The  Northerly  part  of  Athol,  the  Westerly  part  of 
Royalston,  and  the  Easterly  part  of  Warwick,  together 
with  a  part  of  the  grant  made  to  John  Erving  were  incor- 
porated as  a  district  of  Warwick,  Oct.  15,  1783,  with  the 
name  of  Orange.  The  first  district  meeting  was  held  on 
the  2d  of  November  following,  Nathan  Goddard,  moderator. 
The  district  was  organized  by  the  choice  of  Saville  Met- 
calf  a?  clerk,  and  SayiUe  Metcalf,  Nathan  Goddard  and 
El^ah  BaU  as  selectmen.  On  the  24th  of  Febroaiy,  1810^ 
Orange  was  incorporated  as  a  town. 
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Ill  1752,  a  timet  of  825  acres  of  land,  lying  on  the  West 

line  of  Paquaf^e  (Athol)  was  granted  by  tlie  General 
Court  to  Rev.  Benjamin  Kujrn^les  of  Middleboro',  and  when 
Athol  was  incorporated,  jMarch  G,  1702,  this  grant  was 
embraced  within  the,  limits  of  that  town,  and  now  couit'S 
within  the  boundaries  of  Orange.  Jacob  Hutchins  first 
commenced  a  settlement  on  the  Eastern  \mri  of  this  grant, 
but  sohl  out  to  Abner  Morton.  Benjamin  DextfT  began 
on  the  hill  West  in  1770.  At  this  time,  there  was  no  other 
house  between  that  and  the  Connecticut  rivr>r.  Samuel 
Ruggles  began  on  the  West  side  of  this  grant  in  177G,  and 
Lemuel  liuggh^s  setth^d  near  him  in  1760.  Saville  and 
Joseph  Metcalf,  Jacob  French,  and  his  sons  Joseph  and 
Jacob,  Capt.  Job  IViacomber,  Elisha  W^hite,  Daniel  Thayeri 
David  and  William  Legg,  Jonathan  Jones  and  his  son  Jon^ 
athan,  all  from  Milford,  Samuel  and  Asa  Aldrich, 
Korthbridgey  Samuel  Briggs  from  Berkley,  and  Solomon 
Johnson  from  Warw  ick,  all  settled  on  Erving's  Grant,  at 
a  place  called  Goshen.  These  settlements  were  made 
firom  1772  to  1783.  Adjoimng  thia  land  was  a  tract  of 
600  acres  owned  by  John  Hastings  of  Hatfield.  On  the 
West  part  of  this  lot^  Lewis  Barker  began  a  settlement  in 
1791,  a  place  now  occupied  by  the  Eastern  part  of  the 
▼iUage  of  Orange. 

In  1791,  Orange  was  divided  into  five  school  districts  or 
'''Wards.''  Ward  1  was  the  Southern  part  of  the  District, 
and  was  composed  of  18  individuals,  viz:  Abner  Morton, 
Asa  Aldrich,  Asa  Lord,  Benjamin  Dexter,  Daniel  Thayer, 
Daniel  Davidson,  Levi  Chapin,  Ehenezer  Petty,  LUsha 
White,  Joseph  Lord,  Joseph  PVeneh,  Jona.  Jones,  Jona. 
Jones,  Jr.,  Samuel  Ruggles,  Solomon  Johnson,  Samuel 
Knowles,  Zephaniah  vSmith  and  Thomas  Stow.  A^'ard  2, 
the  next  North,  consi^I -  i  of  19  persons,  viz  :  David  Legg, 
David  Cheney,  Joseph  Metealf,  Job  Maeomber,  Jacob 
French,  Joshua  Hill,  Joel  Thayer,  Michael  INIalone,  Nathan 
Cheney,  Perez  Richmond,  Saville  INietcalf,  Silas  Metcalf, 
Samuel  Briggs,  Samuel  Pitts,  Wm.  Legg,  W.  Mills,  W.  Tol- 
ly, Zadock  Haywood,  Job  Maeomber,  Jr.  Ward  3  was 
composed  of  Alex.  Wheelock,  Eben.  Atwood,  Eben.  Che- 
ney, Eben.  Foskett,  Wid.  Demon,  Elijah  Ball,  Elisha 
Ji^son,  Edward  Ward,  Hananiah  Temple,  Hezekiah  Col- 
lar,  John  Hill,  David  Hill,  Jacob  Bngg^  John  Foristeri 
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Aaa  HeniiBwaj,  John  B«ttlQ^  Jmm  WHkt,  Le^  ChMMf , 
Moms  Cbeney,  Nalhaniel  Cheney,  Nathan  Goddaid,JiVy 
Sanael  CoUer,  Timothy  Wheelook,  Uriah  CoUer,  Uriak 
CoUer  Jr.,  Win.  Steams,  Wm.  Gonld»  Zina  GoodeU  and 
John  Beals.  Ward  4»  the  Easterly  part  of  the  Distml, 
was  composed  of  Abiel  Sadler,  Benj.  Mayo,  Benj.  Woo^  . 
David  Bullock^Ellis  Whitney,  Jona.  Goddard,  Hesekiah 
Goddard,  Jona,  Ward,  John  Cuttino^,  Justin  Cady,  Jonah 
Ford,  Joseph  Dean,  Jason  Harrington,  Jona.  IIou;^hton,  » 
James  Foster,  Jeduthan  Holden,  Ma.son  Goiklard,  Nehe- 
miah  AVard,  Shadrach  Baker,  Silas  Marble,  Tim.  Peters, 
Wm.  Lord,  Wm.  Lord,  Jr.,  Preston  Lui  d,  Solon^oii  Gates, 
Jona.  Woodward,  Oliver  Chapin,  M.  Ilijrsiins,  Samuel 
Heminway,  Jabez  Whitney,  Nath.  Stearni^,  ,]ohn  Emerson. 
Ward  5,  the  North  pai't  of  liie  District,  w  a»  composed  of 
Eben  Goddard,  Asa  Goddard,  Martin  Stevens,  Oliver 
Esty,  Seth  Thompson,  Asa  Albee,  John  Stow,  Nathan 
Goddard,  Phineas  Hammond,  Seth  Woodward,  Amos 
Woodward,  John  Ellis,  Nathan  Ellis,  Sylvanus  Ward,  Witt 
Fuller,  Daniel  Harrington,  Moses  EUis,  Seth  Ellis,  Na^ 
thaniel  Woodcock.  In  the  year  1800,  the  District  raised 
$250  for  schooling.  There  are  now  13  school  districts  in 
tonn,  and  849  scholars.  One  thousand,  two  hundred  doU 
lars  were  raised  for  schooling  in  1854^ 

The  following  reoord  occurs  in  the  books  belonging  to 
the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Orange: 

"We,  the  subscribers^  iiihabitaDtai  of  the  adjacent  corners 
of  Athol,  Warwick,  and  Royalston,  being  deeply  sensible  of 
the  great  diaadTantam  we  labor  under,  by  reason  of  the 
great  distance  from  the  meeting  houses  in  the  soTeral  tewna 

to  which  we  belong,  and  expecting  specjal  advantages  will 
accrue  to  each  of  us,  to  budd  a  meeting  house  within  the 
bounds  of  Warwick,  on  the  South  East  corner  of  Benjamiii 

Mayors  land,  near  Nathan  Stoddard's  west  barn  :  therefore,  we 
whose  names  are  underwritten  do  covenant,  promise  and 
agree,  to  pay  to  and  for  the  purpose  of  biulding"  a  meetmg 
house,  in  said  place,  the  sums  afnxed  to  each  of  onr  names  in 
this  instrument,  said  sums  to  be  paid  in  merchantable  lye  at 
4  shillings  per  oushel,  or  Indian  at  2s.  8d.  per  bubhei,  oi  cash 
equal  thereto ;  in  timber,  nails,  &c.,  to  the  acceptance  of  the 
Committee  that  we  hereoy  appoint  to  accept  the  same." 

Further  provisions  in  the  agreement  were  that  the  house 
should  be  £or  a  Congregational  Church  and  Society^  thati 
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wkm  A»  tmitcxy  slioiild  be  iiia)rporated,  in  aiqr  ftm, 
tlie  boBfie  might  be  used  for  corporation  meetings,  and  that 
the  house  should  be  finished  by  the  first  day  of  Novenibtr, 
1781.  The  document  was  subscribed  on  tbe  list  day  of 
January  that  year,  by  jSathan  Goddard  and  33  others,  with 
an  aggregate  against  their  names  of  £110.  It  wa.s  voted 
on  the  same  day  that  the  house  sliould  stand  between  the 
houses  of  Nathan  Goddard  and  Benjamin  Mayo,  each  of 
whom  received  -SIO  fur  land  to  set  the  house  u\)un.  The 
dimensions  decided  upon  were  46  feetia  length  aiid«i6 
fret  in  width. 

At  this  time,  and  for  a  year  or  more  afterwards,  the  re- 
cords abound  in  notices  of  the  steps  taken  and  committees 
appointed,  to  secure  the  incorporation  of  the  town,  but  they 
present  no  special  points  of  interest.  At  a  meeting  held 
Harch  8, 1782,  ^for  the  purpoee  of  coming  into  mam 
method  to  furocure  a  minister  to  preaeh  in  or  near  the  new 
neeting  bouse  in  Warwick,"  it  was  ^  voted  to  choose  a 
committee  to  hire  a  minister  to  preach  in  or  near  the  new 
neeting  honse^  and  said  eommittee  to  ^igree  with  and  settle 
with  said  minister."  At  a  meeting  of  the  Coogr^^atiooal 
Soeietx  in  South  Warwiek,  (so  called)  Nov.  18^  1782,  i| 
was  Tcfced  to  eoBCur  with  the  church  in  givingaciUl  toBev. 
Emerson  Foster  to  settle  in  the  mimstiy.  It  was  also 
voted  to  give  him  £100  «s  settlement,  25  ourds  of  Bi^  wood, 
and  asalary  of  £60  a  jear  for  two  years,  to  be  raised  the 
third  year  to  £65,  and  the  fourth  year  to  £70,  there  to 
stand.  Mr.  Foster's  letter  of  acceptance  was  dated  at 
South  AViirwick,  Nov.  18,  1782,  and  it  was  during  iha  au- 
tumn oi*  tiiis  year,  and  doubtless  previous  to  this  date,  that 
the  church  was  formed,  as  w  e  find  the  church  acting  as  an 
organized  body  in  giving  him  a  caU.  He  was  installed  on 
the  succeeding  12th  of  December.  He  was  dismissed  by  a 
Council  in  1 790,  for  causes  that  it  would  not  hv.  either 
profitable  or  interesting  to  recount.  The  church  remained 
without  a  settled  pastor  until  Nov.  27.  1822,  when  Rev. 
Joshua  Chandler,  Unitarian,  was  installed  as  pastor.  Mr. 
Chandler  continued  to  preach  until  Oct  21, 1627,  when  he 
was  dismissed  by  a  mutual  agreement  between  him  and  the 
Society.  Since  that  time  the  society  have  had  varioas 
ministers,  principally  of  the  Universalist  dencmunation, 
and  fisr  tliokst  Id  years  Bot.  Leyi  Balkm  has  preached  a 
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part  or  the  whole  oi  tlir  time.  The  meeting  house  was  re- 
modeled in  1832,  and  dedicated  April  24, 1833.  The  Uni- 
tariana  and  Universali>ts  united  iu  1844,  and  since  thai 
time  have  worshiped  together. 

The  first  Metliodist  class  in  Orange  \vas  formed  Aug.  8, 
1795.  Saville  Metcalf,  as  leader,  and  12  others  composed 
the  class.  From  this  time  until  1822,  72  persons  had 
joined  them.  In  1822,  the  Society  built  a  meeting  house^ 
which  stood  about  30  jeers,  but  was  never  finished.  The 
following  preachers  have  supplied  the  Society,  in  Bucoes- 
Btxm^  commencing  at  the  date  of  the  organization  of  the 
class  :  Rev.  Mewrs.  Benjamin  P.  Hill,  Thomas  Coope, 
Philip  Wager,  Lorenzo  Dow,  Smith  Wicks,  Elijah  Baohe* 
lor,  John  NidLols^  Joshua  Crowell,  Abner  Wood,  Maiitin 
Butler,  Luther  Bishop,  Fhinaas  Cook,  Thomas  Bavlin^ 
Hezekiah  Field,  Wm.  Stevens,  John  Tinkham,  B.  P.  Hill, 
B.  Norris,  Abner  Claik,  Ebenezer  Washburn,  6.  R. 
Norris,  Edward  Hyde,  Amasa  Taylor,  David  Garr,  Robert 
Arnold,  Philip  Munger,  Stephen  Wingate,  Joel  Steele, 
Thcrfnas  W.  Tucker,  Elisha  Streeter,  Van  Benssalaer  Os- 
borne, Artemas  Stebbins,  Benjamin  Shaw,  Benjamin  Sabin, 
S.  Winchester,  Leonard  Bennett,  Eleazer  Steele,  Edward 
Hyde,  Wm.  Wright,  Elisha  Streeter,  Thomas  Tucker,  V. 
R.  Osborne,  A.  Taylor,  Phineas  CrandaU,  Ella  l)nn liana, 

 Thacher,  Barzill^i  Pierce,  Wm.  Barstow,  Benj.  l^aine, 

Aaron  Lummus,  Erastus  Otis,  Harrington,  John  E. 

Risley,   Hiram   Waldron,  Wm.  Nelson,  Stevens, 

Ilumjilirey  Harris,  Salmon  Hull,  J.  D.  Bridge,  H.  J. 

Woolley,  H.  Harris,  E.  P.  Stevens,   Bradley,  Otis 

Wilder,  George   Green,  Zadock   King,  Alderman, 

Keath,  E.  Otis,  L.  Fro&r,  Gi  oiltc  Kicket,  Thomas  W.  Gile. 
A  second  Methodist  Church  was  formed  at  Irvingsville^ 
July  30,  1853.   Rev.  J.  Goodwin  was  the  first  preadier. 

The  Second  Congregational  Society  in  Orange  was  or- 
ganized  October  13,  1837,  with  21  members,  and  built  a 
meeting  house  the  year  previous.  The  first  and  only  pas- 
tor settled  over  the  church  was  Rev.  Josiah  Tucker,  He 
W21S  settled  Nov.  16,  1842,  and  dismissed  Aug.  7,  1844^ 
His  connection  was  equally  with  this  church  and  the  <^ureh 
in  Erving,  and  he  preached  alternately  at  these  pkumu 
Before  his  settlement,  the  second,  (or  JrvingeviUe)  ehurcli^ 
enjoyed  the  labors  of  supplies,  among  whom  were  Bev. 
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Messrs.  Salmon  Bennett,  Dyer  Ball,  Abel  Patten,  Warren 
Allen  and  Whitman  Peck.  Since  his  dismission,  the  sup- 
plies have  beea  Key.  Emstus  Curtis  aod  Key.  Hiram 

Chamberlain. 

The  Third  ConpTeprational  Church  was  orj^anized  in 
isortli  Orange  Aug.  16,  1843,  with  11  members.  They 
have  never  had  a  settled  minister,  and  worship  in  a  little 
chapel,  fitted  up  for  the  purpose.  The  churcli  has  been 
supplied  by  Rev*  Messrs.  Charles  Boyter,  Samuel  D.XHunU 
ingy  WiUftrd  Jones  and  Benjamin  F.  Clarke. 

The  Fourth  Congregational  Churcli  wasergBnked  at  the 
village  at  the  South  part  of  the  town,  September  23, 1846, 
with  15  members.  They  buik  a  meeting-house  in  1852, 
and  October  3d  of  that  jear^  Ber.  David  Peck  of  Qreen<* 
wieh,  Gt.«  a  graduate  of  Yale  in  1849,  was  ordained  as  the 
pastor,  and  still  remains  in  that  relation. 

A  Baptist  Church  was  orgpnized  in  1834^  with  29  mem- 
bers. They  own  no  meeting*housey  hut  have  occupied  the 
Congregational  meeting-house  at  Irringsville,  occasionally. 
They  have  been  supplied  with  preaching  by  Bey.  Lysander 
Fay,  B.  F.  Remington  from  1842  to  1843,  David  Goddard 
from  1843  to  1844,  Lysander  Fay  from  l54G  to  1848. 
Since  the  latter  date,  they  have  had  no  stated  preaching. 
A  Universal  is  t  Society  was  organized  in  the  South  village 
of  Orange,  November  8,  1851. 

To  recur  to  early  history  :  The  lirst  dam  across  Miller's 
river  was  built  by  James  Holmes  in  1790,  where  he  erected 
a  saw  and  grist  mill.  In  1800,  the  mills  were  owned  by 
Ahaz  and  Timothy  Thayer.  The  Thayers  sold  to  M^or 
Joseph  Putnam,  who  owned  the  mills  when  lie  died  in 
January,  1812,  when  they  passed  into  the  hands  of  Daniel 
and  Samuel  Putnam.  In  1815,  the  mills  were  destroyed 
by  fire,  and  were  soon  afterwards  rebuilt  by  Samuel  Put^ 
nam,  and  his  sons  William  and  John.  In  1823,  they  were 
leased  to  Abner  Whitney  for  ten  years,  and  were  a  second 
time  destroyed  by  fire  February  21, 1831.  They  were  ro» 
built  the  same  year  by  Mr.  Whitney,  and  when  his  lease 
expired  in  1888,  the  Western  part  of  these  mills  was  occu- 
pied by  Robert  £.  Carpenter,  for  a  pail  factory.  In  184(^ 
Reuben  Harris  purchased  the  saw  and  grist  mill,  and  Wm» 
B.  Whitney  and  others  purchased  the  pail  ^ustory.  The 
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mills  were  afterwards  owned  by  Davis  k,  Kilbumey  but 

their  prp?ont  ownor  i<i  R»  E.  Carpenter. 

The  first  Clothier's  works  were  set  up  in  Orange  in  1798^ 
by  Charles  Sears  of  Greenwich.  The  business  was  after- 
wards carried  on  bj  Ezra  Heminway,  Otis  Butterwortfa, 
DaTid  Toung,  Moses  Woodland  Theodore  Win.  Leyi 
Tfanrston  commenced  making  Scythes  in  1803.  His  was 
the  first  tilt-hammer  in  Orange.  Thurston  died  in  1807, 
and  the  shop  has  since  been  used  as  a  Blacksmith's  Shop. 
The  first  Carding-Machine  was  started  in  1804,  by  Simeon 
Boyden  of  Northfield.  Abner  and  Jacob  Whitney  com- 
menced making  hats  in  1805.  Benj.  Stow  put  up  a  shop 
for  making  one-borsc  wagons  in  1811. 

A  Post  Office  was  established  at  Orange  in  181(),  layman 
Harrington,  P.  M.  In  1822,  an  office  was  established  at 
South  Orange,  Thomas  Cohb,  P.  M.  Several  years  after- 
wards, a  Post  Office  was  established  at  West  Orange. 
(Irvingsville.)  In  18 1'),  tbe  name  of  the  Post  Offiee  at 
Orange  wa«i  <  h;iiiL;(  d  to  Nortli  Orange,  and  the  Post  Othce 
at  South  OranL^c        ('liaiiix<Hl  to  Orange.** 

The  Hotel  now  owned  and  kept  by  Mixtcr  Gibbs  was 
built  in  IS'M ,  ])y  Ahaz  Thayer.  It  has  since  been  kept  by 
Thayer,  Jolni  Pink,  Joseph  Putnam^Abner  Whitney,  Samuel 
Ward,  Wm.  Putnam,  John  Putnara,  John  Brooks,  S.  Swan, 
Josiah  Howe,  Sherman  Bacon,  Royal  Shaw,Mixter  Gibbi^ 
Robt.  E.  Carpenter,  G.  A.  Whipple,  and  S.  E.  Twichell. 

The  territory  embracing  the  North  part  of  New  Salem, 
—Little  Grant — and  the  East  part  of  Erring's  Grant,  was 
annexed  to  Orange,  March  16, 1837.  A  town  hall  was 
built  at  the  village  of  Sonth  Orange  the  same  year.  Pre- 
Tious  to  the  annexation,  the  town  business  was  transacted 
at  Orange,  (now  North  Orange.)  The  extreme  length  of 
the  town,  from  North-East  to  Sonth-West,  is  about  15  miles, 
with  a  width  varying  from  2  1-2  to  5  miles.  It  had  a  pop- 
ulation in  1850  of  1,788 ;  the  present  population  is  proba- 
bly 2,000. 

The  indusiriul  interests  of  Orange  are  mainly  agricul- 
tural, although  quite  a  large  capital  is  invested  in  the  lum- 
ber business.  There  are,  at  the  North  part  of  the  town, 
two  establishm(»nts  for  manut'actnrinn^  pine  furniture,  two 
pail  establishments,  one  door,  sasli  and  blind  manuiactory, 
one  chair  shop,  one  grist  mill,  and  several  saw  mills.  The 
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village  of  Orange,  besides  being  a  Kail  Road  station,  has 
an  excellent  water  privilege,  and  has  an  exten.sive  capital 
invested  in  the  lumber  business,  various  establishments  for 
manufacturing  pails,  chairs,  pine  furniture,  doors,  sash  and 
blinds,  sleifrhs,  &c.  These  various  establibhuu  nts  have 
combined  to  draw  together  gulUci en t  material — proiessional, 
mercantile  and  mechanical — ^to  make  it  a  thriving  viUaipe. 

HOWE. 

This  town  contains  the  site  of  old  Fort  Pelham,  erected 
in  1744.  The  first  settler  was  Rev.  Cornelius  Jones,  who 
enugratod  from  Sandisfiek^  in  Berkshire  County,  aboat  the 
year  1700.  Mr.  Jones  was  a  minister  of  the  Congrega- 
tional order,  and  had  obtained  the  title  to  a  tract  of  land 
§am  miles  square,  bounded  North  on  the  province  line.  East 
by  the  Green  and  Walker  Grant,  South  by  Charlemonty«nd 
West  by  the  monntttn  now  in  Monroe.  To  this  tniot  he 
gave  the  name  of  Myrifield.  The  fiunily  of  Mr*  Janes 
consisted  of  his  wife,  two  daughters  and  a  number  of  sons 
who  were  drawing  near  to  manhood.  He  erected  a  small 
honse  of  split  planks,  and  brought  his  family  into  the 
wilderness  where  there  was  not  another  house  within  six 
or  seven  miles.  He  offered  his  lands  at  a  low  price,  which 
induced  others  to  come  in  and  settle  around  him,  among 
wiiom  were  Jonathan  Lamb,  Artemas  Ward,  Mithaei  Wil- 
son, iSaihaii  Howard,  Gideon  Chapin,  Henry  Gleason, 
Archibald  and  Joseph  Thomiis,  Matthew  Barr,  and  John, 
Humphrey  and  WilUam  Taylor.  These  men  were  all  from 
W  orcester  county. 

The  tract  continued  to  be  known  by  the  name  of  Myri- 
field until  February  9,  1785,  when  two  hundred  rods  were 
added  on  the  East  from  the  Green  and  Walker  grant,  and 
the  same  width  on  the  South,  and  the  town  incorporated 
with  the  name  of  Rowe.  In  February,  1779,  Mr.  Jones 
conveyed  to  Wm.  !]^rkhurst  and  Company,  of  Brookfield, 
all  the  lands  he  then  held  in  Myrifield,  being  4,000  acres, 
hp  the  sum  of  £9,000,  in  the  eurrent  money  of  the  day. 
He  received  his  pay  in  continental  money,  having  the  fullest 
eonfidenee  that  the  Government  would  redeem  iU  He  kept 
it  while  he  lived,  and  died  a  poor  man.  In  1822,  a  tract 
of  land^iaUed  Bulbok's  Grant,  with  all  that  part  of  Bowa 
lying  Wes^  of  Deevfidd'iivec^  was  ineorpoiated  Into  tbsi: 
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town  of  Moofoe.   Since  ^n,  a  traet  of  wtimonfumiM 

land,  called  Zoar,  has  been  annexed  to  Rowe, 

At  the  commencement  of  the  war  in  1775,  almost  every 
man  in  Myrifield,  that  was  able  to  bear  arms,  r«'[)air<„d  to 
Cambridge.  At  the  battle  of  Bunker  iiili,  Aiiroii  Barrof 
Myrifield  was  the  first  wounded  man  brought  into  Cam- 
bridge, from  the  field.  He  belonged  to  Capt.  Maxweirs 
company.  He  was  struck  by  a  cannon  ball  in  the  morning, 
had  his  leg  taken  off,  and  dlvd  tlu  same  day.  William 
Taylor  was  an  orderly  sere^f  aiU,  and  iiad  command  of  a 
company  in  the  Intreiulnnent,  and  was  one  of  the  last  who 
left  it.  He  remained  with  the  army  during  the  war,  and 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain.  At  the  approach  of 
Bnrgojne's  army,  Mr.  Jones  and  his  son  Reuben  marched 
to  SanilQgft.  Reuben  iras  killed  U  Stiliwaier,  aad  Mr. 
Jones  renudned  until  Burgoyne's  surrender. 

Mr.  Jones  preached  to  the  people  at  his  own  house,  every 
Sotlbath,  until  1770,  when  a  small  ohurch  was  bailt|  on 
grotmd  giTW  I17  liunoelf.  Thu  hoviee  was  oocapied  luitU 
1798|  when  it  was  replaced  by  another  upon  the  aame  aite^ 
at  the  expeooee  of  the  town*  It  is  supposed  that  a  ehnnh 
was  gathered  at  the  tune  the  first  meeting  honse  was  bnilt^ 
The  date  may  have  been  later,  but  the  early  roeosds  were 
destroyed  hyfire,  and  it  cannot  be  definitely  ijied.  Deacon 
Archibald  Thomas  was  one  of  the  first  members  of  the 
chureh.  He  was  a  professor  in  early  life,  and  had  been  a 
deacon  in  Mr.  Morehead's  church  in  Boston.  He  died  at 
the  age  of  86,  and  his  wile  lived  to  the  age  of  106  years. 
Mr.  Jones  uiinistered  to  the  chnrch  until  the  close  of  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  then  removed  to  Whitehall,  N.  Y., 
where  he  died,  lie  is  recorded  as  a  native  of  Bellingham, 
and  a  graduate  of  Ilarvfird  in  1752. 

Rev.  Preserved  Smith,  a  native  of  Ashfield,  ;uid  a  grad- 
uate of  Brown  I^niversity  in  1786,  was  ordained  as  the 
first  regular  pastor  of  the  church,  Nov.  21, 1787,  and,  atier 
;i  ministry  of  about  16  yeare  and  a  half,  was  dismissed, 
May  30,  1804.  December  2,  1812,  he  was  re-eettM  aa 
the  pastor  of  the  cbmohy  and  afler  an  additional  ministrj^ 
of  about  twenty  years,  resigned  his  charge  March  10,  idd^ 
but  was  nerer  regularly  dismissed  by  CounciL 

After  Mr.  Smith's  first  ditmiaBal,  Bmv.  Jcmatbaa  Gilk 
move  seceiTed  «  caU  to  aettk^  wbieh  ba  mrngM^  A 
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Council  was  called  to  install  him,  hut  fmdhip;  that  there 
Wfis  but  R  small  majority  ot  the  Society  in  la\  ur  of  his  he- 
coming  their  piistor,  they  declined  to  install  him,  although 
he  was  desirous  that  they  should.  Bev.  Jonathan  Keith 
was  settled  as  the  second  pastor  of  the  churoby  January  6^ 
1808,  and  dismissed  January  10, 181 2.  He  was  a  native  of 
Bridgewater,  and  graduated  at  JBrown  in  1805.  Mr.  Santh 
changed  his  theological  Tiews and  became  a  Unitarian,  and 
with  him  his  church  became  attached  to  that  denomi]iatiott» 
and  has  thus  remained  since.  Oa  the  29th  of  Jaamrjt 
1833,  Rev.  William  h.  Steema  was  setaed,  and  was  dh* 
mlaeed  December  14^  1849.  He  was  sueoeeded  Jane  12^ 
1850,  by  Ber.  StiUaan  Barber,  who  reliaqaiahed  Im 
diarge  Oct  1, 1852.  Ber.  Samner  Uacohi  succeeded  him, 
and  still  remains  the  pastoral  supply.  The  chweli  built  a 
new  meeting  house  in  1847,  and  the  old  one  still  stands  aa 
a  momaoeat  <^  antiquity. 

The  Second  Congregational  (Orthodox)  Church  was 
organized  April  10, 1833,  with  only  three  members.  This 
small  church  worshiped  for  a  time  in  a  barn.  Their  first 
and  present  meeting  house  was  built  in  1834.  In  1853, 
the  number  of  members  had  risen  to  28.  The  first  pastor 
was  Rev.  John  C.  Thompson,  a  native  of  Heath,  and  a 
graduate  of  Amher&t  in  1829,  who  was  ordained  October 
1 885,  and  dismissed  June  19, 1837.  He  was  succ  eeded 
September  5, 1838,  by  Rev.  Andrew  Govan,  a  Scotchman, 
educated  at  the  University  of  GlasfTow.  Mr.  Govjui  was 
dismissed  August  29, 1842.  Rev.  Benjamin  F.  Clarke  was 
installed  as  the  third  pastor,  June  7,  1849,  and  wjis  dis- 
missed October  23, 1850*  The  present  pastor  is  Kev*  J. 
Fomeroy. 

The  Baptist  church  in  Rowe  was  organized  July  15, 
1810,  with  %7  members.  The  following  have  been  their 
preachers :  Ber*  Messrs.  Samuel  CarpenAer,  Arad  Hallf 
£dward  Davenport,  Nathaniel  Biplej,  B.  F*  Remrngtooi 
James  Burke  and  George  Carpenter. 

A  Metliodist  class  was  formed  in  Bowe  in  180CL  In 
1828,  when  the  number  of  members  had  risen  to  60,  a 
meeting  house  was  built  The  following  have  been  llie 
piraachers :  Ber.  Messnu  El^ah  Ward,  Timothy  Carpen* 
ler,  Samuel  Carpenter,  Shadrack  Bostwtck,  Peter  Van 
MMt,  Michael  Coate,  Joseph  J^tchdil,  Joseph  Crawfiwc^ 
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Freeman  Bbhop,  Elijah  R.  Sabin,  Daniel  Ostrandcr,  Daa- 
iel  Brumlej,  C.  Hammond,  J.  W.  Lewis,  Wm.  Bordwell, 
Edward  A.  Manning  and  L.  B.  Clarke*  The  Society  ia 
not  prosperous  at  present 

There  are  seven  school  districts  in  the  town,  and  $500 
are  raised  annually  for  school  purposes,  which,  with  the 
money  received  firom  the  State^  and  the  interest  on  a  dona- 
lion  ii  $200,  enables  each  district  to  maintain  a  school 
during  11  months  in  the  year. 

Bowe  is  ahnost  exclusively  an  agricultural  town,  and 
with  the  exception  of  a  small  woolen  factory,  a  tannery,  a 
tool  shop,  and  a  small  cabinet  ware  manufactory,  is  desti- 
tute oC  mechanical  or  manu&ctnxing  establishments.  In 
1854,  $1,450  was  the  whole  amount  raised  by  tax.  The 
town  is  free  from  debt,  and  has  144  ratable  polls.  The 
population  in  IblO  was  700 ;  in  1850,  661 ;  decrease  in  ten 
years,  39. 

SHELBUENK 

The  territory  of  Shelburne  was  originally  included  in 
Deerfield,  and  was  at  first  called  the  "  JDeerheld  Pasture," 
and  atterwards  "  Deerfield  North  West."  Tt  began  to  be 
.settled  not  far  from  175G.  The  first  two  settlements  were 
made  near  Shelburne  Falls,  by  families  from  Deerfield. 
The  early  settlers  were  soon  obliged  to  retire,  on  account 
ot  the  French  and  Indian  war.  The  first  permanent  set- 
tlements are  supposed  to  have  been  made  about  1760.  The 
following  are  the  names  of  the  first  settlers,  vi2 :  Jonathan 
Catlin,  James  Ryder,  Bobert  Wilson,  John  Taylor,  Daniel 
Nims,  J&Iartin  Severance,  Samuel  Hunter,  Ebenezer  Fisk, 
Watson  Freeman,  Mr.  Ashley,  Mr.  Lawson  and  INIr. 
Thompson.  Several  of  this  number  came  from  Deerfield, 
and  some  of  them  were  Irish  £uniUles  who  had  lived  for  a 
time  in  Londonderry,  N.  H.  In  1762,  the  whole  number 
cf  fiunilies  in  the  town  was  fourteen. 

The  early  settlers  stood  in  great  fear  of  the  hostile  In- 
dians. When  they  left  their  homes  in  the  time  of  snow, 
to  hunt,  or  to  make  maple  sugar,  they  were  ofUn  afraid  to 
return  by  the  same  route  homeward,  lest,  by  their  track, 
they  should  be  discovered  and  massacred  by  their  foes. 
Sometimes  they  wei*e  obliged  to  flee  to  the  neighboring 
forts  for  safety.    Bobert  Wilson,  who  reaided  in  that  pai't 
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of  the  town  adjoining  Coleraine,  was  once  oMiijed  to  escape 
with  his  family  in  the  nifrht  to  the  Colerainc  tort,  lie  had 
been  warned  in  the  eveniiiL^  of  (hinder  from  tlie  Indians. 
His  wife  had  a  hahe  only  a  few  weeks  old.  A  deep  snow 
had  just  fallen.  It  was  several  miles  to  the  fort.  He  took 
his  gun  and  the  oldest  of  his  two  children,  and  bis  wife  took 
the  babe,  and  they  waded  on  foot  through  the  snow,  in  the 
darkness  of  midnight,  towards  the  fort.  As  they  approached 
it,  the  firing  of  guns  was  heard,  and  they  knew  the  fort 
must  be  attacked  bj  the  Indians.  As  ^ej  knew  of  no 
other  place  of  safety,  they  went  on  towards  the  fort,  and 
^und  all  the  Indians  were  on  the  opposite  side  of  it,  and 
went  directly  up  to  it  and  entered  safely. 

In  the  early  settlement  of  this  monntainous  town,  such 
wild  animals  as  wolves,  bears  and  catamounts  were  not 
unfrequent.  A  company  of  woWes  having  committed 
depredations' in  one  of  the  farm  yards  one  night,  they  were 
soon  pursued  by  a  company  of  resolute  men,  who  fired  and 
killed  one,  and  drove  iiuuLiier  into  a  cave  on  Ball  Mountain, 
in  the  West  part  of  the  town,  and  by  filling  tlie  cave  with 
smoke,  suffocated  him,  so  that  one  Samuel  Howard  went 
in  and  drew  out  the  animal.  AvS  Daniel  Nims  was  return- 
ing home,  one  evening,  on  liorsebaek,  throuf^h  the  woods, 
guided  by  marked  trees,  by  t}\r  increased  liowliii«j;  of  the 
wolves  he  perceived  that  he  was  followed  by  tlic  ravenous 
beasts,  and  that  they  were  gaining  upon  him.  He  made  all 
possible  speed,  and  had  just  reached  his  house,  secured  his 
horse,  and  entered  the  door  of  his  dwelling,  as  a  pack  of  hun- 
gry, howling  wolves  entered  his  yard.  In  the  morning,  he 
found  they  had  carried  off  a  fine  calf  fronr  his  premises. 

The  town  was  incorporated  June  21,  1768,  and  was 
named  after  Lord  Shelbume  of  England,  who,  according 
to  the  usual  tradition,  gave  the  town  a  bell  which,  as  usual, 
was  lost  after  it  had  arrived  at  Boston.  The  first  town 
meeting  was  held  October  SI,  1768,  at  the  house  of  Daniel 
Nims.  Capt.  John  Wells,  from  Deerfield,  was  the  first 
town  clerk ;  Ebenezer  Fisk,  constable ;  Jofa^  Wells,  John 
Taylor,  and  Robert  Wilson,  selectmen. 

Quite  a  number  of  men  from  this  town  were  soldiers  in 
the  Revolution.  Several  of  them  survived  to  become  pen- 
sioners under  the  enactments  of  Congress,  and  one  is  still 
living  in  town,  who  is  nearly  one  hundred  years  old.  A 
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eonsiderable  number  of  the  inhabitants  took  an  iu  tivo  part 
in  the  scenes  of  the  Shays  Insurrection.  Tlic  mo^i  of 
them  were  on  the  side  of  tlie  Government.  John  Hunter 
took  part  with  the  insurgents.  He  was  among  the  few  who 
were  killed  on  the  25tli  of  January,  \7Si\  at  Springfield, 
and  iiLs  remains  were  taki  n  to  Sheiburne  for  burial. 

The  first  Orthodox  CNmLn  e Rational  Church  in  Sheiburne 
was  probably  organized  about  1770,  with  12  mem}>ers.  The 
first  religious  meetings  were  helrl  in  the  dwelling  house  of 
Mr.  Daniel  Nims.  November  G,  1771,  the  town  **  voted  to 
repair  the  log  meeting-house,  to  plaster  up  the  cracks  with 
mortar,  to  make  a  door,  to  obtain  three  windows,  and  to 
make  a  pulpit"  The  second  meeting-honse  was  built  in 
177d,  about  half  a  mile  North  of  the  present  Congrega- 
tional meeting-house.  This  house  was  demolished  in  1832. 
The  early  meetings  were  called  together  by  the  blowing  of 
a  ooQch  shelL  The  third  meeting-house  was  built  in  1832, 
and  burnt  March  9, 1845,  while  the  people  were  assembled 
£ar  their  Sabbath  worship.  The  fourth  and  present  house 
was  built  the  same  year.  The  first  settled  pastor  was  Rev. 
Bobert  Hubbard,  a  native  of  Middletown,  Ct,  and  a  grad- 
uate of  Yale  in  1769.  He  was  settled  October  20, 1778, 
and  died  at  Middletown,  while  pastor  of  the  church,  Novem- 
ber 2,  1788.  He  was  succeeded,  March  21, 1792,  by  Rev. 
Jesse  Townsend  of  Andover,  Ct.,  a  graduate  of  Yale  in 
1700,  who  was  dismissed  April  12,  1797.  Rev.  Theophilus 
Packard,  D.  D.,  succeeded  him  February  20,  1799,  and  his 
nominal  pa8torp.te  has  continued  until  the  present  time,  a 
period  of  56  years.  Dr.  Packard  was  a  native  of  Bridge- 
water,  and  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  in  1796.  His  active 
pastoral  life  was  closed  February  20,  1842,  and  he  has 
since  resided  in  South  Deerfield.  During  the  early  part 
of  his  life,  when  academies  were  few,  he  fitted  many  young 
men  for  college,  and  31  students  who  became  preachers 
studied  theology  with  him.  Rev.  Theophilus  Packard,  Jr., 
was  ordained  as  the  fourth  pastor  of  the  church,  associated 
with  his  father,  March  12,  1828,  and  dismissed  December 
6,  1853,  and  now  resides  in  Lyme,  Ohio*  In  leaving  the 
State,  he  bequeathed  an  invaluable  legacy  to  the  county  of 
his  birth,  in  bis  History  of  the  Churches  and  Ministers  of 
Prfuiklin  County, — a  work  of  thorough  research  and  sys- 
tematic exeeatioui  from  which  the  writer  has  drawn  largely 
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in  his  Mstory  of  the  towns  in  thaiocmnty.  Tbe  Shelbime 
church  is  now  without  a  pastor. 

The  Seccmd  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  was  or^ 
ganized  at  Shelbume  Falk,  March  6, 1850,  with  44  mem- 
hera.  The  first  and  present  meeting-house  was  completed 
the  next  year.  The  first  pastor,  Rev.  George  F.  Bronson, 
was  ordained  February  11),  1851,  the  same  day  on  which 
the  mec'ting-liouse  was  dedicated.  He  was  dismissed  No- 
vember 8,  1853.  Mr.  Bronson  wiu>  a  native  oi  -iiiddle- 
bury,  Ct. 

A  notice  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Shelburne  will  be 
found  in  the  history  of  Deerfi(  Id.  After  the  divi  inn  of 
the  Dcerficld  and  Slielburne  church  in  1882,  the  Sliclbnrne 
branch  hnd  for  preachers,  Rev.  INTcssrs.  Anthony  Case,  B. 
F.  Kcniin^^on,  and  Elder  Dalrymple  and  others.  April 
11,  18811,  the  Slielburne  division  was  dissolved. 

The  Second  Baptist  Church  was  organized  at  Shelbume 
Falls,  November  6>  1833,  with  19  members^  and  had,  in 
1853)  240  members*  Their  preachers  have  been  Rev. 
Messrs.  John  Alden,  Wm.  Hes^,  Gains  Smith,  Edgar  U. 
Gray  and  Wm.  H.  Parmelee. 

The  Methodist  Church  was  formed  at  Shelbume  Falls 
in  October,  1842,  with  12  members.  Their  meeting-house 
IS  within  the  limits  of  Buckland.  The  following  have  been 
their  preachers :  Bev.  Messrs.  6.  W.  Green,  H*  Clark,  A. 
A.  Cooke,  W.  Ward,  Taylor,  8.  CoshnuMi,  A.  G.  Bowles, 
S.  W.  Johnscm^  Wm.  Butler,  John  Burke  and  Mr.  Hemen- 
way. 

A  Unitarian  Society  was  orj^anized  in  Shclburno,  April 
14j  1828,  and  a  church  organized  in  October,  18  li,  with 
17  members.  They  liave  never  built  a  meeting-house,  or 
settled  a  pastor.  The  followintj  individuals  have  preached 
for  them:  Kev.  Messrs.  Dan  Hnulinfiton,  Wintlirop  Bailey, 
Henry  Coleman,  Samm  1  iilard,  Luther  \\  ii^on,  Craw- 
ford Nifrhtingale  and  pTcorge  F.  Clarke. 

A  Universalist  Society  was  organized  at  Shelburne  Falls, 
February  26,  1853.  Rev.  J.  H.  Willis  has  acted  since  as 
their  pastoral  supply.    They  have  no  house  of  worship. 

District  schools  were  commenced  in  the  town  in  1770, 
and  the  means  to  .support  them  were  raised  by  tax.  For  a 
long  time  the  number  of  school  districts  has  been  nine,  but 
for  several  years  past  ten  schools  have  been  in  operation. 
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The  amount  of  money  rjiised  for  schools  in  1854  was  S800. 
Th<^  following  persons,  uriginating  in  Slioiburn<\  have  been 
i:ra<hiat<»s  of  col!p2:es :  Lewis  Lon«]j,  Robert  riu])hard,  Jr^ 
Amariah  Chandler,  Ezni  Fi^k,  Pliny  Fisk,  Samuel  L 
Wells,  William  Well?,  George  Bull,  Theopliilus  Packard, 
Jr-,  Levi  Pratt,  Joseph  Anderson,  Giles  Lyman,  Alvan  S. 
Aiuierson,  Pliny  Fi«k,  2d,  Daniel  T.  Fisk,  Stephen  Kel- 
loggf  John  F.  Severence,  Samuel  Fisk,  2d,  Waldo  W.  Lud- 
den,  and  — Wilcox.  The  following  physicians  originated 
in  Shellnirne:  Elias  Skinner,  Wm.  Holloway,  Greo.  Hol- 
krway,  Ezekiel  Allen,  Aaron  Long,  Josiab  Long,  LawBon 
Long,  Silas  Long,  D.  O.  Lon^  Wul  Hart  and  £beneaer 
ChildB. 

The  jears  1777, 1802  and  1808  mre  distinguished 
'  unnraaf  sickness  and  mortalitj.   In  1777,  the  malignant 
dysentery  carried  off  about  seventy  persons,  and  the  most 
or  them  within  the  space  of  two  or  three  months.  Many 

of  the  men  being  absent  in  the  army,  and  it  being  the  sea- 
son of  haying  and  harvesting,  it  was  with  great  difficultj 
that  sufficient  help  could  be  obtained  to  take  care  of  the 
sick,  bury  the  dead,  and  gatiier  the  crops.  In  1802,  about 
40  died  of  the  dysentery.  In  1808,  a  new  disease  swept 
ofli'  quite  a  number,  with  great  suddenness.  Five  burial 
ards  have  Ix  en  opened  in  town,  and  about  1,000  people 
uried  in  tli<Mn. 

At  the  time  when  slavery  was  legal  in  the  province  of 
Massachusetts,  a  few  ianiilies  held  slaves.  A  fugitive  slave 
from  the  State  of  New  York  once  settled  in  the  town,  and 
was  recaptured  and  taken  from  the  place,  but  was  finallj 
rescued,  and  taken  back  to  Shelburne,  where  he  died  a  few 
years  ago,  at  an  advanced  age.  A  toious  hurricane  passed 
through  the  place  in  1788,  doing  considerable  danuige  to 
forests,  fences  and  buildings.  One  Congrega^onal  meet- 
ing-house and  five  dwelling  houses  have  been  consumed  hj 
fire  in  the  town.  Since  the  establishment  of  the  Franklin 
County  Agricultural  Society,  probably  one-fourth  of  the 
premiums,  in  number  and  value,  have  been  awarded  to  cit* 
izens  of  Shelburne.  The  first  post  office  was  established 
in  1822.  There  are  now  three  offices  and  two  daily  mails 
at  each. 

Shelburne  is  eminently  an  agricultural  town,  and  more 
eminently  manuikcturing  than  any  of  its  neighbors.  The 
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village  of  Shelburne  Falls  is  looaled  partly  in  SMbnm 
and  partly  in  Buckland,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  mano- 
facturing  villages  of  Franklin  oounfy.  At  this  point  is 
located  the  cutlery  establishment  of  Lamson,  Goodnow 
Co.  This  has  been  in  operation  nine  years.  At  first,  only 
boteher  kniTes  were  mann&ctored)  but  aboat  six  years  ago, 
they  conunenced  making  table  cutlery  in  all  its  varieties, 
and  t)ie  SheUmme  Falls  woAs  now  tnrn  out  some  of  the 
finest  specimens  of  the  article  made  in  the  world.  Tlu  j 
employ  275  hands,  and  annually  produce  cutlery  of  the 
value  of  $200,000.  The  same  lirm  manufacture  from 
150,000  to  200,000  scythe-snaths  per  annum.  These  are 
now  made  by  the  inmates  of  the  Vermont  State  Prison. — 
An  extensive  auger  manufactory  is  also  carried  on  by  Ran- 
som Cook  and  the  above  coni[)any.  The  au^er  is  an  in- 
vention of  Mr.  Cook,  a  scientilic  mechanic,  and  bores  a 
solid  oak  stick  with  the  ease  that  accompanies  the  use  of 
the  gimlet.  The  works  are  not  yet  in  lYiU  operation,  but 
the  product  now  amounts  to  ^30,000  per  annum. — Charles 
W.  Colton  manufactures  daily  $50  worth  of  his  patent 
auger  handles,  an  invention  approved  whereyer  used  or 
known«^ — Bates  &  Whitney  manufacture  carriage-wheels 
to  the  amount  of  several  thousand  dollars  annually. — Sar- 
gent Ik  Foster  manufacture  a  patent  apple-parer  which 
illustrates  the  perfection  of  Yankee  genius,  and  gives  such 
satis&etion  that  S60»000  worth  are  made  annually*  The 
same  firm  carry  on  an  iron  foundry,  with  an  annual  product 
of  $10,000d — There  are  also  at  Shelbume  Falls  an  ax  fao- 
.tory,  carried  on  by  J.  Pratt  &  Son,  a  satinet  factory,  a  shop 
where  steam  engines  are  manufactured,  a  rake  factory,  a 
stocking  factory,  a  carriage  factory,  and  two  cabinet  ware 
shops.  Shelburne  Falls  also  contains  the  largest,  and  most 
commodious  and  costly  hotel  in  Franklin  county.  It  is  built 
of  granite.  At  the  middle  of  the  town,  Mr.  Conant  manu- 
factures an  excellent  quality  of  chairs,  to  the  amouuL  of 
several  thousand  dollars  annually. 

In  1852,  the  number  of  children  between  five  and  fifteen 
years  of  age  was  2G2  ;  average  attendance  in  the  district 
schools,  222 ;  ratable  i>olls,  290.  The  State  tax  of  the 
town  in  1853  was  $252.  The  valuation  of  property  and 
polls  in  Shelbume,  in  1841,  was  $255,944;  in  1851, 


Digitized  by 


4M  aBtJtsaBUBX* 

$470,874.  The  popuktion  in  1790  was  1,183;  in  180O, 
1,079 ;  in  1810,  961 ;  in  1820,  1,052 ;  in  1830,  995 ;  in 
1840, 1,034;  in  1850, 1,226. 

SHUTESBURY. 

PreTious  to  1784,  a  number  of  persons,  mostly  of  Lan- 
caster, interested  themselves  in  the  construction  of  a  road 
from  that  town,  to  the  Connecticut  river,  at  Sundeiland. 

The  cost  of  the  enterprise  was  so  great,  and  the  public 
benefits  secured  by  it  so  considerable,  that  they  united  in  a 
petition  to  tlic  General  Co^rt  for  an  appropriation  of  lands 
as  a  recompense.  William  Richardson  was  empowered  to 
present  the  petition,  which  was  signed  by  95  individuals, 
thougli  tlie  proprietors'  records  give  only  77,  In  the  House 
of  Representatives,  it  was  ordered,  December  11,  1734, 
"tliat  the  petition  be  granted,  and  the  petitioners  are 
allowed  and  em])0wered,  by  a  surveyor  and  chainman,  on 
oath,  to  survey  and  lay  out  a  tract  of  the  unappropriated 
lands  of  this  province,  of  the  contents  of  six  miles  square, 
and  return  a  plot  thereof  to  this  Court  for  confirmation,  in 
three  months."  The  conditions  of  the  grant  were,  that  it 
should  be  near  the  highway  which  the  petitioners  had  laid 
out,  that  within  four  years  after  the  return  and  acceptance 
of  the  plot,  sixty  families  should  be  settled,  each  of  which 
should  build  a  house  18  feet  square  and  seven  feet  stud, 
and  clear  and  break  four  acres  of  land  for  tillage  and  four 
acres  for  English  grass ;  and  also  lay  out  three  lots,  one 
for  the  first  settled  minister,  one  for  the  ministry  and  one 
for  a  school,  and  that  the^  build  a  meeting-house  and  settle 
a  learned  and  orthodox  minister ;  and,  furthermore,  fit  the 
road  cm  which  their  grant  was  based  for  a  cart-way.  All 
these  conditions  were  to  be  executed  within  the  space  <^  * 
four  years.  The  Council,  December  18,  1734,  non-con- 
curred in  the  vote,  but  the  whole  matter  was  adjusted  April 
17,  1735,  and,  on  the  following  day,  the  bill  received  Gov. 
Belcher's  signature.  The  first  meeting  of  the  ]iroprietors 
was  held  on  the  following  13tliof  May,  in  Lancaster,  at  the 
house  of  William  Richardson.  Capt.  Oliver  Wilder  ^va3 
chosen  moderator,  and  Jonathan  Tfonghton,  proprietors' 
clerk.  A  committee  of  seven  was  chosen  to  lay  out  the  lots 
as  the  proprietors  should  order,  consi^^ting  of  Thomas 
Weik,  Samuel  Carter,  Benjamin  Houghton,  Lieut.  Joseph 
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Clary,  Ensign  Hooker  Os^'^ood  Capt.  Oliver  Wilder  and 
Capt.  Wm.  Richardson.  Another  committee  wa?  chosen 
to  see  that  the  road  was  properly  clearid  and  worked,  and 
a  tax  of  three  pounds  was  voted  upon  racii  proprietor  ot"  a 
right.  At  subsequent  meetings,  other  individuals,  some  of 
whom  were  from  Hampshire  county,  were  admitted  as  equal 
propnetors  with  the  seven^-seven,  oa  condition  of  paying 
equal  charges*  The  tract  secured  was  actually  more  than 
six  miles  square,  and  included  a  large  portion  of  tlie  present 
town  oi*  WeniMl,  and  a  tier  of  lots  now  ineladed  in  the 
West  part  of  New  Salem.  It  was  about  ten  miles  long, 
and,  in  some  parts,  six  miles  miles  wide,  but  in  others,  less. 
On  account  of  the  basis  of  the  grant,  the  territory  was 
called  Rbadtown,  until  June  80, 1761,  when  it  was  incor- 
porated with  the  name  of  Shutesbury,  in  honor  of  Samuel 
Shute,  who  was  Gk>yemor  of  Massachusetts  Bay  from  1716 
to  1728.  Governor  Bernard  was  in  office  at  the  time  of 
the  incorporation,  and  his  wife,  who  was  a  niece  of  Got* 
emor  Shute,  presented  to  the  town  an  elegant  Bible  which 
is  still  in  its  possession. 

In  laying  out  the  to\Mi,  a  tract  of  about  five  hundred 
acres,  lying  south  of  the  road  running  through  the  town  of 
Sunderland,  was  reserved  for  the  use  of  Governor  Ikdcher, 
and  called  "  the  Governors  farm,**  out  of  which  he  deeded 
four  acres  adjoining  the  road,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town,  "for  the  building  of  the  meeting-house  and  scliool- 
house,  and  for  a  burying  place  and  training  lield — forever." 
Other  land  around  was  divided  into  lots  containing  not  less 
than  forty,  nor  more  than  sixty  acres — according  to  the 
quality  of  the  land.  In  the  first  division  there  were  more 
,  than  one  hundred  lots,  the  lots  exceeding  the  number  of 
the  proprietors,  a  few  having  more  than  one  right  These 
lots  were  to  be  drawn  by  the  proprietors.  It  would  seem 
that  it  was  intended  that  the  first  sixly  lots  should  be  set- 
tled. There  is,  however,  one  exception  mentioned,  and  a 
few  drew  more  tiian  one  lot,  but,  undoubtedly,  with  the 
understanding  that  they  should  see  that  they  were  settled. 
Other  lots  were  exempt  from  settling,  or  it  was  left 
optional  with  ^ose  who  drew  them.  But  those  who  chose 
to  be  exempt  from  setting  were  to  give  bonds  to  pay 
eighteen  pounds  for  the  use  of  the  proprietors.  Any  per- 
son di^satibiied  with  his  lot,  could  throw  it  down  ana  tak# 
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up  another,  provided  there  should  be  no  additional  expense 
to  the  proprietors.  There  were  three  or  four  more  divisions 
—the  lots  of  which  were  to  be  drawn  by  the  same  piopri6r> 
tors,  that  is,  such  as  would  accept  of  them* 

The  first  twelve  lots  in  the  first  division  were  in  two  tiera 
of  six  eacb|  and  lay  on  the  North  side  of  the  road,  opposite 
to  the  Governor's  farm,  but  extending  further  West.  (The 
.  line  between  the  two,  begins  at  the  road,  a  ti  ifle  East  of 
the  ^boot  manufactory^'  belonging  to  H.  Winter,  Esq.) 
Of  abont  one  hundred  names  of  proprietors  recorded  be- 
fore the  drawing  of  the  lots  in  the  first  division,  it  is  now 
impossible  to  ascertain  how  many  became  actual  settlers. 
Capt  Wm.  Richardson  and  Tho.  Wells  appear  first  among 
the  grantees*   The  first  belonged  to  Lancaster,  and  the  first 
meeting  of  the  proprietors  was  held  at  his  house.   He  was 
on  one  or  two  dommittces  before  the  meetings  of  the  pro» 
prietors  were  removed  to  Roadtown,  but  there  is  no  evi- 
dence tliat  he  settled  in  the  town.    Tho.  Wells  was  from 
Deerfield.    One  of  the  first  committees  chosen  at  tlie  first 
meeting  of  the  proprietors  was  to  confer  witli  liuti  aiid  Mr. 
Joseph  Clary,  about  their  having  one-third  of  the  township. 
He  drew,  however,  five  lots — three  for  settlement.    He  was 
occasionally  moderator,  was  on  several  committefes,  and  we 
conclude  lie  must  have  been  a  settler.    Dr.  Thomas  Wells, 
also  from  Deerfield,  drew  two  lots  for  settlement,  and  the 
records  show  that  in  tlie  early  settlement  of  the  town,  there 
were  two  or  three  (Uhf  rs  by  the  name  of  Wells.  They 
may  have  been  relatives  of  Thomas  Wells,  and  we  may 
conclude  he  was  deeply  interested  in  the  settlement  of  the 
town.    But  it  is  not  known  where  any  of  the  name  settled, 
and  the  oldest  inhabitants  have  no  knowledge  of  any  of 
the  name  ever  living  in  town.    Jonathan  Burt  of  Deer* 
field  was  allowed  to  take  lot  No.  1,  without  drawing,  on 
giving  bonds  of  a  hundred  pounds  to  build  a  house  and 
dwell  therein  as  one  of  the  settlers  by  May,  1737,  and  the 
first  house  in  Shntesbury  was  built  by  him,  where  the 
house  of  James  P.  Hemenway  now  stands.  Besaleel 
Wilder  had  No.  2  on  the  same  terms.    He  settled,  and 
lived  to  old  age.    Col.  Samuel  Willard  drew  Na  3  for  hi9 
son  Abijah  Willard,  but  the  lot  was  settled  by  Josiah 
Blanchardk   Thomas  Temple  settled  a  little  farther  North. 
Ma  Bamaid  settled  in  the  South-West  part  of  the  towni 
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Benjamin  Hoaghioii<m wliatis  now  ealled  ^the  Ball  place.** 
There  were  seven  proprietors  of  the  name  of  Osgood. 
Those  who  settled  had  their  lots  in  what  is  now  a  part  of 
Wendell.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  Sawyers,  part  of 
the  Wildersy  &c 

The  meetings  continued  to  be  held  in  Lancaster.  At 
tbe  meeting  held  Oct  26, 1737,  Hooker  Osgood  was  chosen 
proprietors'  clerk,  in  place  of  Jonathan  Hou<>:hton,  late  of 
Lancaster,  deceased.  The  last  meeting  held  in  Lancaster 
was  Sept.  6,  1738, and  the  fii*st  meetincr  held  in  Roadtown 
was  June  6,  1739,  at  the  house  of  Jonathan  Burt.  This 
was  a  little  more  than  two  years  after  the  time  he  gave 
bond>;  to  have  his  house  built,  and  to  dwell  tlierein,  and  we 
coil  (hide  that  at  the  last  date  quite  a  number  of  fiimilies 
were  settled  in  town.  But  for  a  number  of  years,  notice 
of  the  meetings  of  the  propriLHors  bad  to  be  given  in 
Lancaster  as  w(dl  as  in  Roadtown. 

At  the  first  meeting  in  Lancaster,  a  committee  was 
chosen  to  see  that  the  road  was  cleared  and  worked,  from 
Lancaster  to  Sunderland.  At  a  subsequent  meeting,  Oct* 
26,  1737,  it  was  voted  to  work  out  £214  upon  the  road,  in 
the  months  of  May  and  June,  and  that  the  proprietors  who 
would  work  should  have  ten  shillings  a  day ;  also  "  voted  a 
committee  of  eight  men,  each  man  of  the  ccmimittee  to 
take  his  squadron  of  men  from  Lancaster,  and  to  divide 
the  way  from  Lancastery-^-South-river — to  the  hither  side 
of  Salem  town,  in  order  to  make  the  said  road  as  passable 
as  they  can  in  four  days*^  Other  measures  were  taken  for 
ite  same  purpose,  till  the  road  was  accepted. 

Oct  27, 1736,  a  committee  was  chosen  to  procure  the 
building  of  a  sawmill  Oct  26,  1737,  it  was  voted  thai 
Jonathan  Burt,  Bezaleel  Wilder,  Nathan  Farrar  and  James 
Wilder  have  twenty  acres  of  land,  at  the  southern  branch 
gf  the  lloaring  Brook,  (with  the  exception  of  yard  room, 
where  the  proprietors  could  lay  their  logs  and  lumber,  and 
a  road  leading  to  it,)  as  an  encouraprcment  in  the  enterprise 
of  biiildin?^  a  sawmill.  It  was  further  voted  that  these 
"undertakf  i  s"  sliould  have  £50  in  two  instalmeDts,  aa 
further  encouragement  in  the  sawmill  enterprise,  which 
mill  should  he  in  operation  by  the  last  day  of  the  follow- 
ing June.  The  sawmill  proprietors  were  to  ^  find"  the 
settlers  good  pine  boards  for  ^Os.  per  m*  for  ten  years  after 


Digitized  by 


fljnTTKSBUBlr* 


the  mfll  dioold  be  liiiilt^orBav  ^to  the  halv^**  or  fbraOgi, 

the  proprietors  (settlers)  finding  the  logs.  This  mill  was 
built  where  the  sawmill  of  Zebina  Bichardson  now  stands, 
and  there  was  at  that  time,  both  East  and  West  of  the 
mill,  a  most  valuable  tract  of  pine  timber. 

June  8,  1743,  120  acres  of  land  were  voted  to  Lieut. 
Bezaleel  Sawyer,  to  encourage  liini  to  build  a  com  mill,  to 
commence  operations  oa  the  last  of  the  following  October. 

Sawyer  failing  in  the  enterprise,  the  same  terms  were 
transferred  Nov.  9,  1747,  to  Benjamin  Harris,  who  built 
the  first  grist  mill  in  the  South  East  part  of  the  town,  on 
what  was  foi-merly  called  Harris  Brook,  a  little  below  the 
bridge,  Soutli  of  the  present  dwelling  house  of  Josiah 
Atherton.  June  12.  1754,  £8  was  voted  to  Jonas  Locke, 
to  encourage  him  in  building  a  irrist  mill  at  what  is  known 
as  Locke's  Pond,  to  be  in  operancm  on  Nov.  l&i  ibllowing^ 
and  kept  in  constant  repair  twelve  years. 

Oct.  20,  1735,  it  was  voted  that  there  be  a  meeting 
house  built  as  near  the  center  of  the  town  as  might  be. 
Two  days  previously,  it  was  voted  to  build  a  meeting  house 
£[>rtj  feet  long,  thirty  feet  wide,  and  twenty  feet  stud.  Capt. 
Jonas  Houghton,  Dr.  Thomas  Wells  and  David  Farrar  were 
chosen  a  eominittee  to  let  out  said  meeting  house,  and  to 
oblige  him  or  them  that  shall  undertake,  to  make  and  raise 
the  frame  thereof,  and  to  finish  the  outside  of  said  meeting 
house  and  to  laj  the  floor,  all  workmanlike,  and  tha^  on 
or  before  the  27th  day  of  October,  which  will  be  in  the 
jear  1738."  Oct.  20,  1737,  CoL  Samuel  Willard  and 
Dayid  Osgood  were  added  to  the  building  committee,  and 
£380  were  appropriated  for  building  purposes.  This 
money,  and  that  for  building  the  sawmill,  was  to  be  drawn 
6om  the  committee  in  trust  for  the  £18  notes.  The  con- 
tract for  building  the  meeting  house  was  awarded  to  Mi-. 
D.  Dix. 

The  whole  matter  of  building  the  meeting  house,  al 
this  time,  miscarried.  Sept.  G,  1738,  it  was  voted  to  re- 
consider the  votes  in  that  regard,  passed  Oct.  29,  1735, 
and  determined  to  change  the  location  from  the  center  to 
"  the  Governor's  farm,"  near  Jonathan  Burt's  lot,  the  ex- 
pense of  raising  to  be  paid  "  out  of  the  |)iil)lic  stock."  June 
6th,  17S9,^t  a  meeting  held  at  Jonathan  Burt's,  it  was 
voted  to  add  five  feet  to  the  length,  and  five  feet  to  the 
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width  of  the  house,  and  that  Mr.  Dix  be  flowed  £60  more 
than  the  sum  agreed  upon  in  the  first  bargain,  ^  piovMed 
he  make  the  windows  larger,  according  to  the  proportiona 
of  the  house."  From  the  following  TOlOy  passed  in  Sep- 
tember, 1740,  it  would  appear  that  the  meetibg  house  had 
been  built,  but  not  furnuahed  with  pews.  <^  Voted  that 
Jonathan  Bnit  shall  have  the  privilege  of  building  m  eon* 
Tenient  pew  at  the  left  hand  ci  the  fore  or  Soudi  docnr, 
upon  condition  that  he  give  aooie  land  on  Hie  back  aide  of 
the  meeting  house  for  the  use  of  the  proprietm,  said  piece  x 
to  be  one  and  a  half  rods  wide,  and  running  the  whole 
length  of  .the  four  acres  giyen  by  Gov.  Beksher.'* 

From  this  time,  for  several  yearsi  the  records  teem  with 
TOtes  in  regard  to  the  meeting  bouse,  which  stood  near  the 
site  of  the  present  store  of  Messrs.  Hemenway,  being 
wholly  or  in  part  upon  the  present  ruad.  Samuel  Willard 
was  authorized  to  buy  a  cushion  for  the  pulpit,  £6  were 
voted  to  furnish  the  conuuiuiiion  table,  and  Junu  7,  1749, 
it  was  voted  to  finish  the  lower  part  of  the  meetins^  house, 
and  build  convenient  pews.  July  8,  1752,  it  ^\  as  voted  to 
sell  at  auction  the  places  suitable  for  buil(lin;z  pew>:,  but 
the  action  of  the  committee,  chosen  for  this  purpose  ^v^l:^ 
not  conHrmed.  Other  votes  for  building  pews  were  pjissed, 
and  the  interior  of  tlie  structure  must  have  mado  a  unique 
and  highly  variegated  appearance.  In  1791,  it  was  voted 
to  move  the  house,  so  that  the  South  sill  should  be  on  the 
North  line  of  the  county  road^  and  to  repair  the  structure. 
The  building  was  never  thoroughly  finished,  and  was  de- 
molished after  standing  for  eighty  years. 

About  1825,  there  was  an  attempt  made  to  get  a  vote 
of  the  town  for  making  a  new  meeting  house,  but  the  vote 
not  being  allowed,  it  was  proposed  that  individuals  of  di^ 
ferent  dtenominations  build  a  house,  each  denomination 
having  preaching  according  to  its  proportion  of  proprietor** 
ship. 

Of  the  house  thus  built,  the  Baptists  owned  about  one- 
half,  Congregationalists  one-fourth,  and  the  Unitarians  and 
UmversaSsts  the  remainder.  The  raising  of  diis  house 
was  not  completed  the  first  day,  the  steeple  having  been 
carried  only  one  story  above  the  belfry.  In  the  center 
stood  the  "  gin-pole,**  with  the  tackle  upon  it  In  the  early 
pai  t  of  the  evening,  there  arose  a  thunder  storm,  and  be- 
87 
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fore  the  people  had  all  dispersed,  the  frfn-pole  was  struck 
bv  lightning,  doing  various  damage  u>  iht  Iramc  in  its  pas- 
sage to  the  earth,  so  that  the  raising  was  not  concluded 
until  the  third  day.  In  1 830,  the  Congi  tgatiunaiists  sold 
out  to  tht'  liapii.-^Ls  and  built  u  »t'j)arate  house. 

Rev.  Abraham  Hill  of  Cambridge,  a  graduate  of  Har- 
vard iu  1737,  was  tbo  first  minister,  and  commenced  preach- 
ing as  eai'ly  as  February,  1712.    A  church  was  orcrariized, 
and  IVfr.  Ilill  ordained,  Oct.  27,174?.    As  "  setiieoient,** 
Mr.  Hill  was  to  have  an  equal  share  of  land  with  the 
otlier  proprietors,  and  £87  10s.  in  money,  with  a  salary  of 
£40  a  year.    He  preached  about  36  years,  and  was  dis- 
missed Feb.  27 f  1778.    Previous  to  bis  dismissioD,  for 
about  two  years,  he  had  not  been  allowed  to  preach,  on 
aooonnt  of  his  toiy  principles.   lie  subsequently  sued  the 
town  for  arrears  of  salary,  and  obtained  his  case.  Mr. 
Hill  took  tlic  church  records  away,  and  thej  have  been 
destroyed.   The  church,  which  was  Congregational,  de- 
clined until,  in  1806,  it  had  but  one  member.  Februaiy 
4th  of  that  year,  it  was  reorg^ized.   Bot  little  preaching 
was  enjoyed  for  many  years  after  the  dismissal  of  Mr.' 
Hill.   Bey.  John  Taylor  was  settled  as  the  second  Con- 
gregational pastor,  Jan.  17, 1816.  Mr.  Taylor  was  a  native 
of  New  Salem,  and  a  graduate  of  Brown  in  1809.  He 
was  dismissed  May  15,  1822,  and  from  this  date  until  the 
uettlement  of  Rev,  Ezra  Newton,  March  1,  1848,  the 
church  was  ministered  to  by  various  supplic-,  uinonpr  whom 
were  Rev.  Silas  Shores  for  3  years,  Rev.  .Alai  Lyn  Cusluuan 
for  six  years,  and  Rev.  Lot  B.  Sullivan  lor  4  years.  Mr. 
Newton  preached  only  about  two  years,  and  was  dismissed 
September  10,  18')0.    Since  October,  1850,  Rev  James 
Tisdale  has  been  the  pastoral  supplv. 

The  Ba|>tist  Church  of  ?Sliutc8l)iii  y  was  formed  April  9, 
1787,  having  for  a  few  years  previously  existed  as  a  branch 
of  the  New  Salem  Church.  It  took  the  name  of  the  "Anti- 
Fedo-Baptist  Church,''  at  its  organization,  and  is  said  to 
have  had  at  that  time  but  five  male  members.  Elder 
£wen  was  the  first  minister,  .and  had  preached  for  some 
time  previous  to  the  separate  organization  of  the  church. 
He  was  a  Scotchman,  and  tradition  asserts  that  he  was  one 
of  Braddock's  aids  at  Fort  Du  Quesne.  Bev.  Joseph 
Smailidge,  the  first  and  last  settled  minister,  was  Betted 
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Oct.  27, 1785,  and  died  in  office^  Maj  23, 1829*  BeT.  Mr* 
Burbank  supplied  two  years,  mostly  previous  to  tlie  death 
of  Elder  Smallidge ;  Bev«  Mr.  Austin  four  years,  Key.  Mr. 
Munroe  one  year,  Elders  Grant  and  Green  four  years  each, 
Bev.  Nicholas  Branch  two  years,  Bev.  Henry  Coombs  the 
same,  Bev.  N.  B.  Jones  the  same,  and  Bev.  A.  Pease 
about  four  years,  he  still  remaining  the  supply.  Large 
additions  have  been  made  to  this  church,  at  varions  times. 
In  1798,  it  numbered  about  200,  and  it  has  received  200* 
members  since  1830.    Its  present  number  is  abont  150. 

The  Universalist  Society  was  formed  Jnne  1,  1829,  and 
has  had  tor  preachers  Rev.  Messrs.  John  Brooks,  J.  H. 
Willis,  Samuel  Davis,  Ira  Washburn,  Frankiin  A\  hittaker, 
jM.  Newell,  Samuel  Brimblecomb,  Otis  W.  Bacou  and 
Gerai'd  Bucshnell. 

A  Methodist  Church  was  organized  at  Locke's  Villap^e, 
in  June,  1S49,  with  ten  members.  TJiey  built  a  meeting 
house  in  1851,  and  have  been  ministered  to  succ(^'isivfdy 
by  Rev.  Messrs.  J.  J.  Woodbury,  Rodney  Gage,  Daniel 
A.  Marsh,  Leonard  Frost,  Gardner  Rice,  J.  W.  P.  Jordan, 
J.  J.  Woodbury,  and  C.  A.  Perry.  The  church  is  com- 
posed of  members  from  Leverett,  Wendell  and  Shutes- 
hury. 

To  recur  to  early  history^  it  may  be  mentioned  that  no 
Indian  depredations  were  ever  committed  in  the  town, 
though  in  1748,  a  fort  was  built  directly  North  of  tho 
dwelling  boose  of  Rev.  Abraham  Hill,  and  the  house  itself 
picketed.   This  was  where  Mr.  Bradyll  Smith  now  lives. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  town,  after  its  incorporation, 
was  held  Oct  5, 1761,  Ebenezer  Childs,  moderator.  The 
officers  chosen  were  Jonas  Locke,  town  deik ;  Ebenezer 
Childs,  Lieut.  Jonathan  Dickinson,  Jonas  Locke  and  Joseph 
Locke,  selectmen ;  and  Ebenezer  Childs  and  Jonas  Locke, 
assessors.  Sept.  18,  1765,  it  was  voted  to  establish  a  school, 
and  to  raise  £6  for  the  purpose,  and  it  was  also  "  voted  to 
build  a  pair  of  stocks  in  the  town."  John  Hamilton  was 
the  iirst  representative,  elected  in  1775,  to  attend  the  pro* 
vincial  Congress  to  be  held  in  Watertown. 

In  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  there  was  but  one  tory, 
of  any  consequence,  and  hf^,  the  minister,  Mr.  Hill.  His 
toryisni  w^as  most  offensive,  and  became  so  offensive  at  last, 
that  the  people  impounded  him,  and  threw  herrings  over 
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loUmto^  Mr.  WiUlm  Ew«a  ^  del«gKtete 

the  oonve&tioa  at  Cambridgd  Sept  1»  1779,  and  ma  in* 
stracted  in  his  aetion  hj  the  towBi  in  a  series  of  articles 
drawn  up  with  great  care,  and  exhibiting  a  remarkable 

knowledge  of  popular  rights  and  the  genius  of  a  democratic 
government.  The  \oios  upon  the  town  records,  oliering 
bounties  for  soldiers  enlisting  in  the  continental  service, 
raising  supplies  in  food  and  clothing  in  accordance  with 
the  requisitions  of  the  General  CJourt^  and  to  pay  tfce 
soldiers  their  hire,  are  numerous,  and  to  recount  them 
would  only  prove  a  tedious  repetition.  They  prove  that 
Slmtesbury,  according  to  its  ability,  was  one  of  the  most 
patriotic  of  tho  town?;  in  this  section  of  the  State. 

It  would  appear  trom  the  records  that  Mr.  Hill  refused 
to  pay  his  Continental,  State  and  town  taxes.  The  town 
susUuned  the  constable  and  assessors,  and  Mr.  Hill  brought 
an  action  against  them  for  compelling  him  to  pay  the  taxes, 
In  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  at  Northampton.  The 
town  chose  a  committee,  consisting  of  Xdeut  John  Powers, 
Dr«  James  Boss  and  CapL  Seth  Pierce,  to  send  its  decision 
in  a  draught  to  the  Court,  which  they  did,  in  aTery  inde* 
pendent  manner,  stating  that  the  assessors  had  as  good  a 
right  to  tax  Mr.  Hill  as  any  other  man  in  the  town,  that 
they  did  not  aeknowledge  the  British  laws  on  which  the 
Courts  stood,  and  would  not  submit  the  case  to  thenu  So 
far  as  is  known,  this  ended  the  matter. 

Shutesbury  has  been  a  considerable  resort  for  invalids^ 
seeking  the  benefits  of  the  mineral  waters  of  ^the  poof 
The  clhnate  is  very  healthy.  For  a*  number  of  years,  the 
deaths  have  averaged  only  one  in  ninety  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  lor  four  years,  those  wlio  have  died  under  20  years  of 
age  have  not  been  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  whole  wlio 
have  died.  Many  live  to  extreme  old  age,  the  most  remark- 
able instance  having  been  that  of  Ephraim  Pratt,  who  died 
in  May,  16U4,  aged  116  years  and  5  months.  He  could 
mount  a  horse  easily  at  110,  and  swung  a  scythe  for  101 
conseeiitive  years.  Mrs.  Job  Pierce,  a  descendant  of  Bez- 
aleel  Wilder,  is  said  to  the  only  descendant  of  the  iirst 
proprietor^,  now  residing  in  town. 

The  pfoplc  of  Shutesbury  are  mostly^  agriculturists. 
Great  numbers  of  palm  leaf  hats  are  braided,  and  the 
boot  manufacture  is  carried  on  somewhat  extensively* 
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Liimbcr  is  manufactured  by  15  sawmills.  The  town  is 
reuuiikable  for  its  production  of  whortleberries,  nearly 
SljOOO  worth  of  which  are  annually  picked,  and  sold  out 
of  the  town. 

The  town  cnntfiin^  alioiit  27  S(|uare  niih'S  of  territory. 
The  tiixes  for  1604  were,  tor  <:(  iK^ral  town  expenses, $1,<V)0; 
for  r()fid?<,  S800  ;  for  schools,  $GUU.  The  town  owes  a  debt 
of  nearly  S1,000,  possesses  a  ministerial  fund  of  $805, 
a  school  fund  of  S279,  and  is  divided  into  ten  school  districts. 
Miles  of  roads,  60 ;  popuktion  in  1840,  997 ;  in  1850, 
924;  decrease  in  ten  years,  73* 

SUNDERLAND. 

Sunderland  was  originally  a  plantation  bearing  the 
name  of  Swampfield.  It  was  granted  to  inhabitants  of 
Hadiey  in  May,  1673,  and  included  within  its  limits  the 
town  of  Leverett,  the  principal  part  of  Montague,  and  a 
part  of  Wendell, — set  off  from  Montague  after  its  incorpo- 
ration. The  original  limits  extended  North,  from  the 
mouth  of  Hohawk  Brook,  being  the  North-west  comer  of 
Hadiey,  to  the  mouth  of  Little  Brook,  opposite  the  mouth 
of  Deerfield  River,  and  Easterly  "  out  into  the  woods  six 
miles  from  the  Great  River."  Subsequently,  a  grant  two 
miles  in  width  wan  addcl  :u  the  East,  called  "  the  two-mile 
addition."  A  settlement  was  made  upon  the  territory  soon 
after  the  ^rant,  but  King  Phili[)'s  War  broke  it  up,  the 
Indians  burnt  their  buildings,  and  the  clearings*  grew  up 
with  brush.  It  is  said  that  when  the  second  settlement 
was  made,  a  bass-wood  tree,  about  one  foot  in  diameter,  had 
grown  in  the  fire-place  of  one  of  the  liouses,  that  an  apple- 
tree,  set  out  by  the  first  settler,  on  the  pres(;nt  home  lOt  of 
Ilufus  Russell,  w^as  fonml  large  and  thrifty,  and  that  the 
same  tree  has  lived  until  within  a  few  years.  Very  little 
information  can  be  obtained  in  regard  to  this  settlement  of 
1674.  When  the  settlers  of  just  forty  years  afterwards, 
(1714)  took  possession,  they  found  buildings  in  ruins,  and 
trees  growing  amongst  them.  There  was  originally  a  con- 
tinuous settlement  of  "  weekwams"  on  what  is  called  "  the 
island,"  running  North  and  South,  and  crossing  the  £ast 
home  lots,  about  half  the  distance  from  the  present  street 
to  the  hill  at  the  East  end  of  those  lots.  Dea.  John  Hon- 
tagtte»  who  died  in  1882,  and  was  bom  in  1763,  spoke  of 
87* 
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remembering  two  or  three  of  these  wigwams,  but  they 
could  have  been  little  more  than  their  remains.  The  pro- 
prietors purchased  their  grant  of  the  Indians^  as  was  usual 
at  that  time,  and  the*  deed  is  here  subjoined,  as  an  interest- 
ing specimen  of  the  antique  : 

"  These  presents  testify  that  Mettawompe,  alias  Nattawas- 
sawet,  ye  Indian  for  himself,  &  in  tlie  behalf  of  other  Indians, 
viz:  Wadarauiiiiuin,  Squiskheag,  &.  Sunkkamamachue,  &.  for 
&  in  consideration  of  eighty  fathom  of  wampum,  &  several 
other  small  things  to  him  &  them  in  hand  paid,  &  fully  se- 
cured, by  John  Fynchoa  of  Springfield,  in  ye  behalf  &  upon 
the  acct  of  Robt  Boltwood,  John  Hnboiid,  Joseph  Kellogg  St 
Thos.  Dickinson  of  Hadley :  Hath  Bargained  and  sold,  £  Do 
by  these  presents,  Give,  Grant,  Bargaine  &  sell  unto  ye  sd 
Robt  Boltwood)  Jno.  Hubbird,  Jos.  Kellogg  &  Thos.  Dickin- 
son, a  certain  Tract  of  Land  lying  on  ye  East  side  of  Quinnei- 
ticott  River,  about  7  or  8  miles  above  Hadiey,  adjoming  to  a 
parceil  of  land  the  sd  Boltwood  &  Company  bought  of  Mish- 
alisk,  from  that  parcel!  of  Land  &  Brook,  Sawwatapskechuwas 
[Mohawk  P^iook]  up  by  ye  Grt.  River  Quinnetticott,  norlherly 
lo  a  iiiile  Brook  called  Papacontuckquash  .&  Coroheaggan, 
lying  over  against  ye  month  of  Pacomptnck  Birer  Mantahe* 
las.  The  sdMettawompe  alias  Nattawwassawet  Doth  Gire, 
Grant  Bamin  &  sell  unto  ye  sd  Robt  Boltwood,  Jno.  Hub- 
bird,  Jos.  Kellogg  &  Thos.  Dickinson  &  their  successors  & 
Company,  &  to  their  heirs  &  assigns  Forever,  hereby  resign- 
ing to  them  all  the  Right,  Title,  &  Interest  in  the  forementioned 
Lands  Called  Mattampash,  from  Sawwatapskf»rhuwas,  An-. 
-  quepinick,  Sankrohokcun,  Lemuckquasii,  &  Pa|)acuntnck- 
quash,  Conroheaggan ,  &  to  Mantahelas,  &l  so  out  \nU)  yo.  woods 
six  miles  Eastward  Ironi  ye  Great  River  Quinnetticott.  To 
Have  and  to  Hold  all  ye  sd  land  to  yeproper  uses  k  behoof 
of  ym  ye  sd  Hobt  Boltwood,  John  Hnbbird,  Jos.  Kellogg, 
Thos.  Iliokinson  &  Company  &  their  heirs  &  Assigns  forever, 
with  all  the  Ptofits,  Commodities  &  advantages  thereof  & 
thereto  belonging  whatsoever  &  yt  forever.  And  ye  said 
Mettawompe  alias  Nattawassawet  doth  hereby  covenant  & 
promise  that  he  will  save  harmless  ye  sd  Robt  Boltwood,  John 
Hubbird.  uTos.  Kello^^pr,  Thos.  Dickinson  &  Company  &  their 
heirs  assiirns,  of  and  from  ail  manner  of  Claims,  Rights, 
Titles  &  Interest  of  any  person  whomsoever,  in  Si  to  the  sd 
Lands  and  froiu  ail  incumbrances  of  Indian's  Rights  to  all  or 
any  part  thereof,  having  full  power  &  Lawful  Right  thus  to 
Doe.  And  in  Witness  hereof  affixes  his  hand  k  seal  this  10th 
day  of  April,  1674.  The  mark  of  Mettawompe :  W 

"  This  don  &  delivered  in  presence  of  us.   Isaac  Mwgaa*— 
Henry  Rogers,  Aokal&mbowjtt :  X  the  maik  of  an  Indian. 
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"  Mettaworape  iilias  Nutlawa^awelt  acknowJedged  this  In- 
strnment  to  be  his  act  &  deed^  Relinquishing  &  Resigning  up 
all  Bight  and  Interest  in  the  premises  to  the  Engliui  within 
named  10th  Aprils  1674,  before  me^  John  Pynchon,  Assist. 

<<T^is  17th  of  Apr],  1674,  Squiskheag  came  S&  acknowledged 
the  sale  of  ye  Land  mentioned  on  ye  other  side,  sold  by 
Mettawompe  &  doth  hereby  confirm  ye  sale  thereof  having 
recM  part  of  ye  pay,  viz.  Thirty  Fathom:  whereupon  Squisk- 
heag,  for  himself  &  his  Brothers  Sunckkamamachue,  &  Wad- 
am  n  mm  in  sell,  &  by  sale  forever,  pass  away  all  ye  Lanil  men- 
tioned on  ye  other  side,  namely  ye  Land  on  ye  East  side  of 
Quinnetticott  River  from  Sawwatapskechuwas  on  the  south, 
northerly  to  Right  against  the  mouth  of  Pacomtuck  River, 
called  Mantahelas.  To  have  and  to  Hold  all  ye  sd  laixid  from 
ye  6rt  River  six  miles  out  into  ye  woods  Eastward  to  Robt 
Bolt  wood,  John  Hubbard,  Jos.  Kellogg  &  llios.  Dickinson,  to 
them,  their  heirs  &  assigns  forever,  &  in  witness  thereof,  sub* 
scribed  his  hand  and  seal  this  17th,  April  1674. 

^^Themarkof  Squiskeag:  H  (seal.)  , 

"In  presence  of  us. 
John  Pynchon 
Jos.  I  T  Thomas 
his  mark.'' 

There  is  anotlier  Indian  deed  on  lecord,  given  by  Mfab* 
alisk,  an  old  woman,  who  conveys  the  tract  to  Robert  Bolt- 
wood,  and  the  others  named  in  the  deed  above  given. 

In  1713,  upon  the  petiticm  the  surviving  original  set- 
tlers and  their  descendants,  the  grant  was  revived,  prefer- 
ence being  given  to  descendants  of  the  original  petitioners, 
and  Samuel  rartridge,  tTohn  Pynchon  (the  second  John 
Pynchon)  and  Samuel  Porter  ^yere  "  iiupowered  a  Com- 
mittee to  receive  ye  challenges  of  all  persons  to  ye  prop- 
erty, and  right  of  land  in  ye  said  plantation,*'  and  "  to  state 
ye  place  of  ye  town  upon  small  lots,  so  as  it  may  be  made 
defensible,"  &c.  The  conditions  were  that  40  families 
should  settle  within  three  years,  and  an  orthodox  minister 
encouraged  to  settle  with  them.  April  24,  1714,  the  Com- 
mittee met,  established  articles  of  agreement  for  the  pro- 
prietors, fixed  the  site  of  the  village,  and  superintended 
the  distribution  of  the  lots.  It  was  provided  that  ^^tho 
town  street  be  eight  rods  wide,  till  it  comes  towards  yo 
Ipwer  end,  then  to  hold  something  wider  by  reason  oi  a 
awamp  that  Uea  in  ye  street."  The  lots  were  laid  out  in 
two  fltes  or  TomBf  aad  each  lot  to  be  14  n>d  wide."   *  * 
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^  The  East  lots  to  ran  from  ye  street  to  ye  edge  or  top  of 
je  bin  next  ye  great  swamp  £ast,  the  lots  ninniDg  through 
said  swamp.  •  ♦  •  The  West  home-lots  run  from 
ye  street  to  the  Great  River  West**  The  home-lots,  £>rty 
in  number,  were  drawn  by  the  following  persons,  oomiilenc- 
ing  at  the  North  end  of  the  Street : 


EAST  HIDE. 

1.  Nathaniel  Kellogg. 

2.  Siepiien  Beldingsenr. 

3.  Isaac  Graves. 

4.  WUliam  Allis. 

5.  Saml.  Smith. 

6.  Ki chard  Scott 

7.  John  Preston. 

8.  John  Montaj^Je  senr. 

9.  Ebenezer  Marsh. 

10.  Samuel  Warner. 

A  Highway  of  four  rod  wide 
runs  down  ye  south  side  of 
this  10th  lot  to  the  commons. 

11.  Ebraezer  fiUUng. 
IS.  Joseph  Field* 

13.  Joseph  Clary. 

14.  Isaac  Hubbard  junr» 

15.  Samuel  Gunn. 

16.  Thomas  Hasting^s. 

17.  Manoah  oilman. 

18.  Thomas  Hovey. 

19.  Saml.  Hawley.  ^ 

20.  Siephea  Beldingjr. 


WEST  SIDE. 

1.  Samuel  Graves. 

2.  Jonathan  Gravet*. 

3.  Eleazer  Warner. 

4.  Samuel  Harvey. 

5.  Luke  Smith. 

6.  Philip  Panton. 

7.  Ezekiel  Loomis. 

8.  Isaac  Hubbard  senr* 

9.  Benjn.  Ban  it. 

10.  Minister's  Lut. 

A  Highway  4  rod  wide  runs 
down  ye  south  side  of  this  Lot 
to  ye  Gre^t  River. 

11.  Elihn  Diekinson. 

12.  Joseph  Smith. 

13.  Daniel  Smith. 

14.  Mr.  Peter  Monta£;ue. 

15.  Samuel  Boltwooa. 

16.  Benjn.  Graves. 

17.  Thomas  Hovey  senr. 

18.  Samuel  Billing. 

19.  William  Arms. 

20.  Simon  Cooley." 


A  highway  was  laid  out  at  the  time  these  allotments 
were  nmde  on  the  South  side  of  Stephen  Belding,  Jr.'s  lot 
to  the  Commons,  4  rods  wide,  which  is  the  highway  com- 
monly odled  "The  I^ower  Lane."  The  road  from  the 
main  street  to  the  river  was  changed  in  1717,  from  the 
Sonth  to  the  North  side  of  the  minister's  lot^  where  it  now 
remains. 

l^e  first  settlers  came  from  Hadley  and  Hatfield. 
Thomas  Hastings  of  Hatfield  was  appointed  the  first  town 
derk,  April  14, 1714.  Of  those  who  received  grants,  Sam-  ^ 
uel  Boltwood,  John  Fkeston,  Stephen  Belding,  Ezekiel 
Loomis,  Peter  Montague,  John  Montague,  Samnel  Warner, 
Eliha  Dickinson,  Samuel  Hawley  and  Nathaniel  Kellogg 
either  gave  away  or  sold  their  rights,  and  were  bucceeded,  in 
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ordeFi  bj  Daniel  Warner,  Nathaniel  Dickinsoii,  St^heo 
Crofooty  WilUam  Scott^  Jr.,  Samuel  Montague,  Nathaniel 
<3ruim,  Naitiianiel  l^iith,  Nathaniel  Coleman,  James  Bridg«* 
man  and  Ebenezer  Kellogg.  In  1715,  Philip  Panton  was 
killed,  by  the  &11  of  a  tree,  and  his  right  was  transferred  to 
Joseph  Field,  while  Joseph  Field,  Jr.,  took  his  father's  allot* 
ment.  In  1717,  Nathaniel  Coleman  was  released  from  his 
engagements,  and  his  right  transferred  to  Joseph  Root.  Thus 
chancres  went  on,  and  it  is  a  curious  and  instructive  fact 
that  there  are  in  the  town  no  lineal  descendants  of  the  first 
settlers,  bi  aring  the  names  of  Harvey,  Barritt,  lluvey, 
iiiliiiig,  Aims,  Kellogg,  Belding,  Allis,  Scott,  Clary,  Hast- 
ings, Bodnian,  Crofoot  and  Bridgman,  Of  the  home-lots, 
only  one,  or  nny  ])art  of  one,  is  now  occupied  by  a  lineal 
descendant  r.ft  lie  (ui^i^inal  owner.  Eleazer  Warner  occu- 
•  pies  the  Northern  half  of  tlie  original  Eleazer  Warner's  lot, 
Nov.  8,  1715,  the  people  voted  that  they  woukl  defray 
the  cost  of  having  a  minister  this  Winter  to  dispense  the 
Word,"  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  give  the  vote 
effect.  Nov.  12,  1716,  it  was  "voted  that  Goodman  Arms, 
and  Sergt.  Isaac  Huhbard  do  take  a  journey  to  ye  Presi- 
dent of  ye  College  in  Cambridge^  with  letters  to  him  to 
advise  where  and  whom  they  may  obtain  to  be  a  minister 
in  Swampfield  at  least  this  Winter  half  year*''  At  the 
same  time  it  was  Toted  to  build  a  meeting  house,  30  feet 
wide,  45  feet  long,  and  18  foot  betwixt  Jojnts."  This 
house  was  raised  about  the  middle  of  Jone^  1717,  and  stood 
in  the  street,  a  little  North  East  of  the  present  one. 

The  Congregational  Church  was  organized  probably  iji 
January,  1718,  and,  at  the  same  time,  Bev«  Joseph  Wil- 
lard  of  Saybrook,  Ct,  was  settled  as  ihe  pastor.  He  re- 
mained only  about  three  years,  and  was  dismissed  in  1721. 
Mr.  WiUard  was  a  graduate  of  Yale  in  1714.  Two  years 
after  his  dismissal,  he  was  killed  at  Rutland,  by  the  In* 
dians.  Rev.  William  Rand  was  settled  as  his  successor  at 
Sunderland,  May  20,  1724,  and  continued  in  that  relation 
until  the  latter  part  of  1745.  He  was  a  native  of  Cliarles- 
town,  and  a  graduate  of  Harvard  in  1721.  Rev.  Joseph 
Ashley  was  installed  as  the  third  pastor  of  the  church  in 
1747.  He  was  a  native  of  Westfield,  and  a  graduate  of 
Yale  in  1730.  "  He  desisted  from  the  exercise  of  his  pas- 
toral office  iu  December,  1784,''  but  ^^held  his  othce  in  his 
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church  till  his  death."  Rev.  Asa  Lyon  was  his  successor, 
Oct.  24,  1792,  but  he  remained  only  uotil  Sept.  23,  1793, 
when  he  was  dismissed.  Rev.  David  H.  Williston  suc- 
ceeded him  July  8,  1804,  and  was  dismissed  July  17,  1806. 
Rev.  James  Taylor,  the  sixth  pastor,  was  settled  July  22, 
1807.  He  died  at  Sunderland  while  in  the  pastoral  ofl&ce, 
Oct.  11,  1831.  He  was  a  native  of  Westfiekl,  and  a  grad- 
uate of  Williams  in  1804.  He  was  succeeded  Jan.  21, 
1833,  by  Kev.  Henry  B.  Holmes,  an  Englishman,  who  was 
dismissed  Oct.  27,  1835,  and  who  was  succeeded  Dec.  28, 
1836,  by  Rev.  Solomon  B.  Ingram,  who  died  while  pastor 
at  Sunderland,  June  2,  1840.  Mr.  Ingram  was  a  native 
of  Amherst,  and  a  graduate  of  Amherst  College  in  1831. 
He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Austin  Carey,  Nov.  11,  1840, 
who  died  in  office  Nov.  27,  1849.  May  28,  1850,  Eev. 
Henry  B.  Hosford  was  ordained  in  his  place,  and  was  dis- 
missed  March  2,  1853.  He  was  succeeded  May  31, 1853, 
hy  Rev.  Sereno  D.  Clark,  who  still  remains  in  office.  Mr. 
Qark  is  a  native  of  Southampton,  and  graduated  at  Am* 
herst  in  1835* 

The  town  granted  to  Mr.  WiUard,  the  first  minister,  the 
ministerial  lot  in  fee,  £170  to  assist  him  in  building  a 
house,  and  a  yearly  salary  of  £65  for  the  first  six  years, 
and  £70  a  year  after  that  time.  Upon  his  dismission,  he 
sold  the  lot  to  the  tov^n,  by  whom  it  was  settled  upon  Mr. 
R^nd,  who  re-sold  it  to  the  town  upon  his  dismission.  It 
was  re-settled  upon  the  third  minister,  Mr.  Ashley,  by 
whom  it  was  sold  to  the  late  Lemuel  Delano,  father  of 
William  Delano,  the  present  occupant. 

lu  1720,  it  was  voted  to  pay  20s.  for  swe^pin^  the  meet- 
ing house,  and  tending  the  flaui;  at  all  public  meetings 
the  year  ensuing,"  a  vote  which  siiows  how  the  people  were 
called  ton^ether.  In  1722,  it  wa«  voted  that  we  will  liave 
the  meeting  house  seated  fortiiwith,  and  that  we  will  have 
two  more  pews  made.  *  *  *  ♦  Voted  that  these  pews  sliall 
be  esteemed  in  dignity  equal  with  the  third  seat  in  the  body 
oi*  the  house." 

There  is  a  Baptist  Church  in  the  Northern  part  of  the 
town,  called  the  Sunderland  and  Montague  Baptist  Church. 
This  Church,  a  portion  of  whose  members  reside  in  Mon* 
tague,  was  organized  in  1822,  with  41  members,  and  a 
ehurdi  edifice  was  built  in  the  same  jear*   The  following 
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ininisrers  have  supplied  the  church  :  Rev.  Messrs.  Ilosea 
Trumbull,  Elias  Johnson,  Elijah  iMonta<?ne,  Krastus  An- 
drews, Lorenzo  Rice,  Artemas  Piper  and  Samuel  Everett 
Rev.  Erastus  Andrews,  now  Senator  for  Frankiui  County 
in  the  State  Legislature,  i>?  the  present  pastor.  He  was 
first  settled  in  1831.  Alter  preaching  four  years,  he  re- 
tired, but  was  recalled  at  the  end  of  a  year,  wlien  he  re- 
mained three  yeai's  more,  at  the  end  of  whicli  period  lie 
was  a^^ain  dismissed  at  his  own  request.  At  the  end  of 
five  years,  he  was  called  back  again,  and  his  third  connec- 
tion has  lasted  eleven  years,  and  stili  continues  with  strong 
mutual  affection  between  the  parties. 

The  first  public  school  was  established  in  1719,  when  it 
was  voted  to  hire  a  schoolmaster  Ibr  the  winter,  on  the 
following  conditions,  viz. :  writers  to  pay  4d.  a  week,  and 
readers  3d.  a  week,  and  the  rest  to  be  paid  by  the  town*'* 
The  first  school  house,  built  in  1782,  stopd  in  the  street, 
opposite  what  is  now  called  Bridge  street,  or  a  little  North 
of  that  point   It  was  burned  in  1762,  and  rebuilt  in  1763. 

Before  the  settlement,  in  1714^  some  person  had,  witho«l 
authority,  built  a  sawmill  within  the  town,  and  the  proprie- 
tors bought  the  improvements.  In  1720,  it  wasTotedto 
give  Philip  Snddi  of  Hadley  the  stream  at  the  upper  end 
of  Little  Meadow,  £15  in  ox,  as  money,''  80  days  work, 
and  20  acres  of  land,  provided  he  would  set  up  and  main* 
tain  a  gristmill  on  the  stream.  His  toll  was  lixed  at  one 
twelfth  of  the  Indian  corn,  oats  and  chess,  and  one  Ibur- 
teenth  of  the  wheat,  rye  and  barley.  The  mill  was  built, 
and  lias  been  maintained  there  ever  since. 

Of  the  original  settlers,  James  Bridgman  and  Benjamin 
Barrit  died  in  1728,  Ebenozer  Billing  in  1745,  Manoah 
Bodman  in  1759,  Simon  CJooley  in  1746,  Joseph  Field  in 
1736,  Joseph  Field  2d  in  1754,  Samuel  Graves  in  17.31, 
Dea.  Samuel  Gunn  in  1755,  Benjamin  Graves  in  1756, . 
Thomas  Hovey  in  1728,  Dea.  Isaac  Hubbard  in  1760, 
Isaac  Hubbard  Jr.  in  1763,  Dea.  Samuel  Montague  in 
1779,  Joseph  Root  in  1728,  Daniel  Eussell  in  1737,  Daniel 
Smith  in  1740,  Eichard  Scott  in  1750,  and  Dea.  Nathaniel 
Smith,  who  was  probably  the  last  survivor,  Dec.  13, 1799, 
aged  90*  The  first  white  male  child  bom  in  town  was 
Ebenezer  Graves,  who  was  bom  Sept.  10th,  1717,  and  died 
May  15, 1818,  in  the  9^  year  of  his  age. 
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Snnderland  bore  its  full  share  in  the  burdens  and  eon* 
^ete  of  tke  French  and  Indian  man,  And  the  war  of  ihm 
Bcvolutkm.  Nathaniel  Montague^  son  of  Dea.  Samuel 
Montague,  was  killed  m  the  battle  at  Lake  George^  in  the 
19th  year  of  his  age;  and  Gapt.  Caleb  Montague  and 
Lieut.  Miles  Alexander  were  actiTelj  engaged  in  the  aer* 
▼ice  daring  the  same  war. 

Jan*  28, 1775^  Daniel  Montague  waa  chosen  delegate  to 
the  proTindal  0:)ngre8S  at  Cambridge.  CoUectioiui  were 
made  for  the  poor  ^  BoatoUt  and  an  idk>wance  voted  to  the 
minute  men  m  their  >tiine  while  ^learning  the  art  of  ex- 
ercising the  flielock."  Israel  Hubbard  aid  Moaes  Gunn 
were  dKMon  to  represent  Snnderland  and  Montague  in  the 
provindal  Congress  in  Watertown,  May,  1775.  At  a 
meeting  h^d  Jan.  3, 1777,  a  letter  of  instruetions  to  Oapt 
Israel  Hubbard,  their  representative,  was  adopted,  as  fol- 
lows: 

"Sir,  Takins^  into  our  consideration,  in  this  important  crisis, 
the  critical  siiuation  of  our  bleediog  country,  on.  the  account 
of  our  Domestic  Enemies,  we  do  think  it  our  duty,  to  instruct 
yon  jo  moTO  early  in  this  session  of  the  Great  and  General 
Goort,  that  they  send  out  a  proper  test  or  oath  of  allegiance 
to  tlio  Stale,  to  discoTcr  our  Enemies  from  oqr  Friends  so  ex* 
plicit  that  we  may  discern  them,  and  that  something  be  done 
to  prevent  the  undervaluing  of  our  Paper  Currency ;  and  as 
to  setting  up  Government,  that  you  take  Common  Sense  for 
your  Guide,  more  especially  that  paragraph  cited  from  Draco, 
itf,  That  he  ahaU  merit  the  applause  of  ages  that  will  contrive  the 
greatest  defjree  of  individual  happiness  with  the  least  expense; 
auJ  that  w  e  presume  will  not  be  iu  having  two  houses,  the 
one  to  negative  the  other." 

The  following  persons,  professionally  educated,  were  na- 
tiyes  of  Sunderland :  Rev.  E.  Billings,  the  first  minister  of 
Greenfield,  William  Billings,  a  graduate  of  Yale  in  1765, 
-  lawyer,  settled  in  Conway ;  Elisha  Billings,  late  of  Con- 
way, graduated  at  Yale  in  1772;  CoL  Rufus  Gxaves^n 
gradnate  of  Dartmouth,  Rev.  Joseph  Field,  a  graduate  of 
iHuctmouth  in  1792 ;  Rev.  £li  F.  Cooley,  D.  a  gradu- 
ate^f  Nassan  Hail  in  1806,  now  in  Trenton,  N.  J. ;  Rev. 
H.  ;N«  Graves,  a  graduate  of  Yale  in  1826^  once  settled  in 
Townshend,  Yt.,  tied  in  Orange^  N.  J.,  in  18dS  $  Bev. 
AoQlia  O.  Hahbatd, »  g^adiuto  of  Yale  in  1824,  selUed  in 
BaiMty  Vt.$  Boy* 4eiialjbaa 
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Sheffield,  a  graduate  of  Yale  in  1724 1  Ber.  O.  G.  Hub- 
Iwd,  graduate  of  Amherst  in  1829,  once  settled  in  Leo- 
minster,  died  ia  Yarmouth,  1852 ;  B.  B.  Habbard^a  grid* 
mte  of  Amhent  in  1834,  for  many  years  a  teacher ;  Rer. 
Alpheus  Graves,  now  in  Iowa.  NathanM  Smith,  a  dit- 
tlngnished  patron  of  Amherst  College,  was  a  native  of 
Sunderland. 

A  mail  was  first  established  throngh  Sunderland  in 
1815,  and  William  Delano  was  the  fint  postmaster,  and 
held  his  eommission  until  remored  hj  Preadent  Fillmore. 
Horace  Henderson  was  appointed  in  his  place.   In  1859, 

he  was  displaced  by  Horace  Lyman,  now  a  member  of  the 

Governor's  Council,  who  recently  resigned.  E.  S.  Pierce 
is  the  present  incumbent  of  the  oHicc. 

Sunderland  bridge  (over  the  Connecticut)  wa^  chartered 
■    and  built  in  1812. 

Acrriculture  is  almost  the  only  pursuit  of  the  people,  and 
it  is  doubtful  whether  any  town  in  the  Commonweaitli  lias 
improved  so  much  as  Sunderland  within  the  last  thirty 
years,  through  the  influence  of  agricultural  societies  and 
agricultural  journals.  There  is  but  little  water  ])o\\(r. 
Two  saw  mills  and  a  grist  mill  are  driven  by  water,  and 
one  sawmill  by  steam.  Thomas  E.  Mansell  manufactures 
S7,000  worth  of  wicking,  annually. 

There  are  six  school  districts  in  Sunderland,  and,  in 
1854,  $700  was  raised  by  tax,  for  school  purposes.  The 
#  amount  of  money  raised  for  ail  purposes,  the  same  year, 
was  fljTOO,  No.  of  voters  in  1854,  202 ;  square  miles  rf 
territory,  15 ;  population  in  1840,  698 ;  in  1850,  803 ;  in^ 
crease  in  ten  years,  105. 

WABWICJL 

The  origmal  territory  of  Warwick  consisted  of  a  tract 
of  land  granted  m  1785  to  the  descendants  of  39  sddiers  - 

from  Eoxbury,  engaged  in  the  Canada  Expedition  of  1690, 

under  Capt.  Aiidrew  Gardner,  all  of  whom,  except  Samuel 

>  Newell,  perished  in  the  Expedition.  This  tract,  until  its 
incorporation,  was  known  as  "  Roxbury  Canada,"  and 
"  Gardner's  Canada,"  for  obvious  reasons.  Three  other 
townships  were  granted  at  the  same  time,  for  services  in 
the  same  expedition,  and  the  general  regulations  for  settle- 
ment were  that  the  settlers  or  grantees  be,  and  hereby 
38 
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are,  obliged  to  bring  forward  the  settlements  of  the  said 
four  townsiiii).>  in  us  regular  and  defensible  a  manner  as 
tbe  situation  and  eircumbtances  will  admit  of,  and  that  in 
the  following  maiuier,  viz :  that  they  be  on  the  granted 
premises  respectively,  and  Lave  each  of  them  a  house 
eighteen  feet  square,  and  seven  feet  stud,  at  the  least,  that 
each  right  or  grant  have  six  acres  of  land  brought  to  and 
ploughed,  or  brought  to  English  grass  and  fitted  for  mow- 
kigf  that  they  respectively  settle  in  each  plantation  a 
leamed,  Orthodox  minister^and  build  a  convenient  meeting 
house  for  the  public  worship  of  Grod  in  each  tovmship/' 
Committees  were  appointed  to  lay  out  these  grants  at  the 
expense  of  the  province,  and  bonds  were  required  of  each 
settler  in  the  sum  oi  £20  to  perform  the  required  condl- 
tions  of  settlement  In  JunCi  1736,  Samuel  Newell  and 
the  associate  grantees  of  Warwick,  were  authorized  to  call 
tbe  first  meeting  of  tbe  proprietors^  a  meeting  which  was 
held  at  tbe  bouse  of  James  Jarvis  in  Boxburjv  Sept  22d 
of  that  year.  At  this  meeting,  Capt.  Robert  Sluu*p  was 
ebosen  moderator,  and  Wm.  Dudley,  proprietors'  clerk*  B7 
the  conations  of  the  grant,  the  number  of  lots  was  63^ 
three  of  them  being  for  public  purposes.  The  house  lots 
were  drawn  for,  Oct.  21, 1737,  and  eacli  proprietor  paid  20 
shillings  for  expenses  incurred.  When  the  township  was 
fiioL  laid  out,  it  contained  23,000  acres  oi"  land,  exclusive  * 
of  the  Great  Farm,  '  which  was  a  grant  previously  made 
to  one  Johnson  and  his  company,  for  military  services. 
Still  later,  in  the  faU  of  the  same  year,  a  second  division 
of  lots  was  laid  out,  under  the  direction  of  a  committee, 
consisting  of  Dea.  Davis  and  Ebenezer  Case.  These  lots 
were  farms  of  150  acres  each,  of  the  average  quality  of 
land.  If  the  land  was  very  good,  they  were  smaller;  if 
inferior,  larger,  and  this  is  the  reason  why  the  Second  Di- 
vision lots  vary  in  size  from  100  to  200  acres  each. 

Settleniients  were  commenced  previous  to  1744,  but  tlie 
precise  dates  are  not  known,  as  the  proprietors'  records  for 
several  years  have  been  lost.  That  the  settlement  did  not 
proceed  rapidly  may  be  judged  from  the  &ct  that  in  1749, 
the  bomity  offered  to  settlers  was  increased  to  £20 — £10 
in  advance,  £5  in  one  year,  and  £5  two  years  after  settle- 
ment. In  1751,  the  bounty  was  raised  to  £30.  Among 
the  earlier  setders,  were  Joseph  Goodell,  Samuel  Benne^ 
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T)ea.  James  Ball,  Amos  Marsh,  Solomon  Eager,  Thomas 
liich,  Moses  Leonard,  Col.  Samuel  Williams,  Dea.  Silas 
Towne,  Col.  Joseph  JVIayo,  Caleb  Mayo,  Capt.  John  Golds- 
burj,  Mark  Moore  and  Jonathan  Moore.  In  1753,  £50 
'was  nused  for  building  a  saw  mill.  It  was  also  voted  that 
the  committee  for  building  the  meeting  house  proceed  in 
the  accomplishment  of  their  business, — the  house  to  be  35 
fret  long  and  30  feet  wide,  with  19  feet  posts.  Aug.  7, 
17 54,  the  committee  reported  to  the  proprietors  that  Mr. 
Mason  and  Mr.  Perry  were  ready  to  undertake  the  builds 
ing  of  the  church  for  £26  13s.  4d^  and  the  proprietors 
gave  them  the  job,  agreeing  to  furnish  the  raising  enter- 
tainment. In  1755f  neither  the  contractors  ^r  the  saw 
mill  or  the  meeting  house  had  done  their  work.  At  length, 
after  long  delays,  it  was  reported  that  the  fnme  of  the 
meeting  house  was  ready  to  be  raised,  but,  in  the  mean- 
time,  a  dispute  had  arisen  as  to  where  it  should  stand.  This 
settled,  the  house  was  raised  by  invitaiioii  of  hands  from 
Koi  thfield  and  the  adjacent  settlements,  April  28,  17r>(i. 
The  building  of  the  saw  mill  was  still  delayed  in  conse- 
quence of  the  French  and  Indian  war. 

July  C),  17  ')  7,  the  proprietors  appropriated  £8  to  fortify 
Mr.  Samuel  ScoU  s  house,  by  making  a  good,  picketed  fort, 
encompassing  the  same  four  rods  square,  for  the  safety  of 
the  inhabitants."  The  proprietors  also  voted  £4  to  pay 
for  inclosing  the  meeting  house.  The  saw  mill  was  put  in 
operation  in  1759,  and  ia  the  same  year  £20  13s.  4d.  was 
appropriated  for  building  a  grist  mill,  and  CoL  Joseph  Wil- 
liams, Joseph  Mayo  and  Samuel  Scott  were  chosen  a  cont> 
mittee  "  to  pitch  on  a  suitable  spot  to  build  it  on." 

On  the  3d  of  December,  1760,  the  First  Congregational 
Church  was  organized,  with  26  members.  On  the  same 
day,  Rev.  Lemuel  Hedge  of  Hardwick,  a  graduate  of 
Harvard  in  1759,.  was  ordained  as  the  first  pastor.  Mr. 
Hedge  had  preached  as  a  candidate  during  the  previous 
summer.  In  the  September  previous  to  his  ordination^ 
the  proprietors  voted  £149,  to  be  paid,  £80  for  his  settle- 
ment, £60  for  his  first  yearns  salary,  and  £9  to  defiray  tiie 
expenses  of  his  ordination.  After  a  ministry  of  nearly  17 
years,  Mr  Hedge  died  at  Hardwick,  Oct.  17,  1777,  in  the 
44th  year  of  his  age.  Mr.  Hedge  was  a  tory  in  the  Rev- 
olution, or  strongly  suspected  to  be  such.    On  the  Gtli  of 


Digitized 


44d 


WAHWICK. 


March,  1775,  the  inhabitants  voted  to  disarm  him  and  con- 
fine him  to  the  town.  ITe  wn**  persocuted  most  rfiiiorse- 
lessly.  A  lawless  company  of  lorty  <*r  more  took  him  into 
custody,  on  one  occasion,  and  carried  him  to  Northampton, 
with  a  view  to  his  imprisonment  there,  but  they  were 
forced  to  release  him*  The  excitement  and  fatigue  endured 
by  him  on  this  occasion  are  said  to  have  been  the  causes 
of  the  fever  which  soon  afterwards  resulted  in  liis  death. 
He  was  a  friend  and  college  classmate  of  Gen.  Warren 
who  fell  on  Bunker  Hill,  and  when  that  patriot  fell,  he  had 
a  letter  in  his  pocket  £rom  Mr.  Hed^,  in  which  he  pro- 
liBSsed  a  sincere  interest  in  the  liber^  of  his  country^  al- 
though he  admitted  his  doubts  in  regard  to  the  issue  of  the 
Bevolulionary  struggle.  Bev.  Samuel  Reed  of  IGddle* 
boro'y  a  graduate  of  Tale  in  1777,  was  settled  as  Mr. 
Hedge's  successor  Sept  23,  1779,  and  died  while  in  the 
pastoral  olBice  in  Warwick,  July  31, 1812. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Reed,  the  diurch  became  Unita- 
rian, and  Rev.  Preserved  Smith  was  ordained  as  the  pastor 
Oct  12,  1814,  and  preached  his  farewell  sermon  Oct.  12, 
1844.  Since  his  retirement,  no  paster  has  been  settled, 
but  preaching  has  been  regularly  supplied  in  succession  by 
Rev.  Messrs.  D.  11.  Barlow,  Samuel  F.  Clark,  G.  F.  Clark 
and  Luther  Wilson. 

The  Second  Congregalional  (Orthodox)  Church  was  or- 
ganized June  10,  1829,  with  30  members.  Their  first  and 
present  meetin<r  house  was  built  Jn  1833.  Previous  to  the 
settlement  of  the  iirst  pastor,  the  church  was  supplied  by 
Rev.  Messrs.  Alvah  C.  Page,  Job  Cushman,  Eliplialet 
Strong  Jr.  and  others.  The  first  pastor,  liev.  Sannicl 
Kingsbury  of  Franklin,  a  grat ><>i^  of  Brown  in  1822, 
was  settled  Nov.  6,  1833,  and  was  dismissed  June  30, 
1885.  Dec-  28,  1835,  Rev.  Roger  C.  Hatch  of  Middle- 
towDy  Ct.,  a  graduate  <^  Yale  in  1815,  was  settled  as  the 
second  pastor,  and  was  dismissed  June  22,  1853. 

The  Baptist  Church  was  set  off  from  Rojalston,  in  Wor- 
cester Counlyy  Feb.  14, 1848,  and  was  organized  into  a 
separate  cJiureh  Aug.  80,  of  the  same  year.  The  chnrcli 
has  been  supplied  by.  the  fi>llowing  preachers :  Rev. 
Messrs.  Esra  M.  Burbank,  Lysander  Fay,  Samuel  S. 
Sjngsley  and  Caleb  Sawyer. 

The.  Uniyersalist  Societj  was  incorporated  Feb* 
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1814;  but  it  posseases  no  meeting  honae.  The  Society 
has  been  snppled  by  Rer.  Messrs.  Robert  Bartletti  John 
Brooksi  Stillman  C&rk,  T.  Bfttrow,  E«  Dayisand  John 

Among  the  18  preachers  of  different  denominalions  who 

originated  in  Warwick,  is  Rev.  John  Fiske,  D.  D.,  the  late 
venerable  pastor  of  the  church  in  New  Braintree,  in  Wor- 
cester County,  who  died  March  ioy  1855,  aged  84. 

In  1760,  a  committee,  consisting]:  of  Capt  David  Ajres, 
Moses  Evans,  Israel  Olmstead,  Ebenezer  Prescott,  Auizi 
Doolittle  and  Joshua  Bailey,  were  cboseu  to  lay  out  a  tract 
of  land  forty  rod^  square  around  the  meeting  house,  for  a 
burial  place,  training  field  and  other  public  uses.  This 
forms  the  common,  ronfainini:  ten  acres. 

Up  to  this  time,  all  (lir  iiKM-tinL^'^  of  tlie  proprietors  had 
l>een  hohl  at  Roxbury.  The  lirst  meeiiisLr  of  the  pr(>|>rie- 
tors  lor  the  transaction  of  business  in  tlie  township  was 
held  in  the  meeting  house,  Nov.  12,  1761.  At  this  time, 
there  were  37  settlers,  or  families,  in  the  township.  About 
tins  time,  the  first  grist  mill  was  built  on  black  brook, 
wh€fre  the  first  saw  mill  also  stood.  Previous  to  this,  the 
inconveniences  of  the  settlers  had  been  very  great  They 
had  to  go  to  Northfield  or  Athol  to  get  their  com  ground) 
(if  they  wm  fortunate  enough  to  have  any,)  and  then  take 
it  home  on  their  backs.  In  1762,  the  settlers  petitioned  to 
be  incorporated  into  a  town,  and  on  the  17th  of  Febnuuy^ 
1763,  their  prayer  was  granted,  and  the  town  of  Warwidk 
incofpoiated*  The  first  town  meeting  was  held  May  9, 
1763.  *^  Esquire  Field'*  was  moderator,  and  James  Ball 
was  chosen  clerk.  Mosee  Evans,  Jeduthan  Moore  and 
James  Ball  were  elected  selectmen  and  assessors ;  Amsi 
Doolittle,  treasurer ;  Samuel  Ball,  constable ;  James  Ball, 
collector ;  Silas  Town  and  Joshua  Bailey,  wardens ;  Charles 
Woods,  tythingman ;  Israel  Olmstead  and  Moses  Leonard, 
fence  viewers;  Moses  LeoDuid,  Joseph  Lawrence  and 
Joseph  Goodell,  hog-reeves;  David  Barrett, pound  keeper; 
Ebenezer  Davis,  field-driver;  Amos  Marsh  and  Moses 
Leonard,  deer-reeves ;  James  Ball,  sealer  of  weights  and 
measures ;  Moses  Leonard,  sealer  of  leather.  These 
names  p^ivp  ns  at  once  liie  principal  toAvn  officer!^,  and  the 
names  and  rehiiive  standing  of  the  principal  men  of  the 
new  town.  On  the  7th  of  March,  1768,  the  town  voted 
38* 
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£10  to  support  a  school  some  part  of  the  jeVf  which  up 

pears  to  have  been  the  first  educational  movemrat  in  toe 

place.  This  school  was  to  be  a  "moving  school,"  or  a 
school  to  be  kept  first  in  one  place  and  then  in  another. 
Th(  lirst  teacher  seems  to  have  been  Mrs,  Hannah  Rawson, 
who  was  to  have  lour  shillings  and  sixpence  per  week  for 
the  time  that  she  keeps,  her  father  finding  her  board." 

Sept.  5,  1774,  a  meetinorwas  held  to  take  into  considera- 
vtion  papi  I  S  sent  from  lioston  and  cort-iin  committees  of 
correspondence.  The  town  voted  tlieir  proportion  of  money 
to  pay  the  committee  of  Congress,  **to  get  two  barrels  of 
powder,  and  lead  and  iiints  answerable  for  a  town  stock,** 
to  defend  their  chartered  rights  and  privileges,  to  repair  to 
Boston  in  force  if  wanted,  to  raise  a  company  of  50  minute 
meoi  with  Samuel  Williams  as  captain,  James  Ball  as  lieu- 
tenanty  and  Amzi  Doolittle  as  ensign,  and  that  the  expenses 
of  the  company,  if  called  away  on  duty,  should  be  pidd  by 
the  town.  This  showed  the  n  al  spirit  of  the  people  <rf 
Warwick.  After  this,  they  did  what  they  could,  but  they 
were  very  poor,  and  were  taxed  beyond  their  abilitiesi  so 
that,  in  June,  1779,  a  meeting  was  called  and  a  committee 
chosen  for  the  purpose  of  petitioning  the  General  Court  to 
relinquish  a  heavy  fine  laid  upon  the  town,  for  not&rmsh- 
ing  tiieir  quota  of  men,  and  of  representing  to  the  Legis- 
lature their  inability  to  raise  men  for  the  service,  in  pro- 
portion to  their  numbers*  Yet,  after  this,  we  find  the  town 
voting  immense  sums,  nominally,  in  the  depredated  cur^ 
rency  of  the  day,  for  the  payment  of  bounties  for  soldiers, 
and  supplies  of  various  kinds  for  the  army. 

In  the  midst  ot  the  excitements  and  burdens  of  the  Rev- 
olution, one  Elder  Hix  appeared,  and,  preaching  from  house 
to  house,  created  an  intense  and  all-pervading  religious 
excitement,  which  brought  within  its  inliuence  nearly  all 
the  people  in  the  town.  But  Elder  Ilix  was  a  wolf  ia 
sheep's  clothing.  He  upheld  and  taught  the  doctrines  of 
"spiritual  wife-ism,"  identical  with  those  of  the  present 
day,  and  the  bubble  burst,  when  at  its  higbest  inflation,  by 
the  revelati<:)n  of  the  cider's  corrupt  practices  among 
his  flock,  and  by  his  running  away  with  Amzi  Doolittle's 
daughter.  Amos  Marsh,  one  of  his  proselytes,  followed 
bis  example,  and  ran  away  with  the  girl's  mother,  and  the 
father,  to  bo  even  with  die  rest  of  his  family,  decamped 
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with  Thomas  Barber's  wife.  31) .  Marsh  an<I  Mr^.  Doolit* 
tie  were  followed,  arrested  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
bxoaght  back.  Both  were  legally  eoiiTicted  of  their  foul 
erime,  and  reeeived  appropriate  sentences.  The  effect 
upon  the  moral  and  social  condition  of  the  town  was 
lamentable  in  the  extreme. 

In  1787,  it  was  yoted  to  build  a  new  meeting  hoiise»  bat 
it  wf»  not  finished,  probably,  until  1789.  The  third  house 
erected  by  the  same  church  was  built  in  1836. 

On  the  9th  of  September,  1821,  Warwick  was  visited  by 
one  of  the  most  terrific  hurricanes  that  ever  occurred  in 
New  England.  It  was  u  black,  terrible,  embodied  besom 
of  destruction,  wliose  form,  well  defined  to  the  eye,  reached 
liom  the  heavens  to  the  earth,  and  swept  everything  in 
its  path.  Five  dwellin<?  houses  and  thirteen  bams  were 
nearly  or  entirely  de<[i  i>yt'fV,  fences  and  trees  were  hurled 
into  a  mass  ot"  (iusolaiioii,  mthI  two  young  women,  one  of 
tlu  iii  the  daught(u'  of  Elisha  Brown,  were  killed  by  being 
buried  in  the  ruins. 

The  principal  manufactiinng  interest  of  \yarwick  is  in 
lumber.  There  are  fifteen  saw-mills  in  the  town,  which 
annually  send  to  market  more  than  a  million  feet  of  lum- 
ber. There  are  three  mills  ibr  the  manufacture  of  pail 
staves,  and  four  with  circular  saws  attached^  f<Nr  cutting  chair 
plank  and  other  small  articles.  There  are  also  one  ax 
fsictorj,  three  blacksmith  shops,  and  three  tnnneries. 

Warwick  has  been  veiy  remarkable  for  the  longevity  of 
its  inhabitants.  In  1832,  there  were  46  individulas  in  the 
town  who  were  upwards  of  70  years  of  age.  In  185^ 
counting  not  one  who  was  70  years  old  in  1832,  there  were 
59  males  and  33  females  oyer  70  years  of  age.  Of  these,  18 
were  80  or  more,  and,  of  the  latter,  two  were  90.  Few 
towns  of  its  size  in  the  world  can  show  such  a  list  of  old 
men  and  women. 

The  town  tax  in  1853  was  $3,000.  The  amount  appro- 
priate d  tor  schools,  including  $48  95  from  the  State,  and 
$30,  interest  on  school  fund,  was  S778  95.  The  popula- 
tion in  1840  was  1)154 ;  iu  1850,  1,018;  decrease  in  ten 
years,  136, 
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\V1  ^DELL. 

Wendell,  one  of  the  bill  towns  of  Eastern  Franklin,  was 
incorporated  May  8,  1781.  Its  territory  was  originally 
composed  of  a  tract  taken  from  the  North  part  of  8httte»> 
burjy  and  that  part  of  Ervingshire,  so  called^  that  lay  Son^ 
of  Miller^s  river.  Feb.  28, 1803,  a  tract  known  as  Ben* 
jamin  Hill  Gore**  and  a  strip,  one  mile  wide,  from  Monta- 
gue, were  added,  which  makes  the  present  territory  six  and 
three-fourths  miles  long  and  aboat  five  mOes  and  a  half 
wide.  Almoet  the  entire  suriace  of  this  township  overlies 
gneiss,  passing  into  granite  in  the  North  East.  The  slopes 
and  valleys  of  its  fifteen  hills  are  drained  by  ten  brooks, 
thi*ee  rimiiing  Southward  into  Swilt  Kiver,  one  running 
Westward  ilirough  Locke's  Pond,  and  six  i<«orthward  into 
Miller'.-  River. 

The  town  wiis  settled  from  three  directions.  Thomas 
Osgood,  Irom  New  Salem,  sell  lt  d  in  the  North  part  as 
early  as  1754,  and  perhaps  a  few  others.  Felt,  in  his 
"Statistics  of  Ma.<sa('husptts,"  states  tliat  Krvini^shire  w.is 
*'eontirmed  to  John  Erving  of  i^oston,  Jan.  22,  1752,  who 
had  purchased  it  of  others,  who  bought  it  of  the  province 
in  1751.'*  It  was  upon  this  territory  that  Osgood  and  his 
associates  located.  This  land  was  afterwards  sold  to  the 
settlers  nnder  sunreys  made  by  Joseph  Metcalf,  of  AthoL 
The  people  were  connected  somewhat  with  Shatesbury, 
and  at  first  belonged  to  its  ecclesiastical  organization.  The 
next  settlement  was  made  trom  the  direction  and  in  what 
was  the  town  of  Shutesbory,  the  Northern  line  of  which 
town  was  originally  along  the  central  part  of  Wendell, 
about  half  a  mile  North  of  Jabea  Sawyer^s,  the  town-bouse 
and  Wicket  Pond.  The  family  names  of  some  of  these 
settlers  were  Boss,  Locke,  Wilder,  Beaman,  Glasier,  Weth- 
erbee  and  HamUton.  These  aad  later  settlers  were  mostly 
from  Lancaster,  Leominster,  Middleboro',  &c.  From  the 
direction  of  Montague,  on  the  West,  only  live  or  six  fami- 
lies had  entered  the  present  territory  of  WeiiJell,  even  sO' 
late  as  17D5.  The  Southern  ]>art  of  Wendell  was  for 
twenty  years  within  the  torpunite  limits  of  Shutesbury, 
and  a  large  propoi  lion  of  the  town  oUict  rs  of  Shutesbury 
w^ere  from  the  "North  End,"  the  nieftiiigs  being  held  oc- 
casionally near  Locke  a  Pond.    The  services  of  the  parish 
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XDiAisler  were  sometimes  claimed  by  this  part  of  the  pco* 
pie  a  part  of  the  time,  and  enjoyed  by  vote  of  the  town. 

Upon  the  incorporation  of  Wendell,  in  1781,  a  town 
meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of  Jonathan  Osgood,  wlicre 
the  parish  and  town  meetinjrs  were  mostly  held  until  1783. 
Dea.  Osgood  was  chosen  rjioderator,  and  James  Ross,  clerk  ; 
Lot  Paine,  John  Ross  and  Samuel  Denny  were  chosen 
selectmen,  and  Nathan  Brewer  and  John  Wetherbec, 
tythinjcrmen.  .  During  the  same  year,  provision  was  made 
for  building  a  meeting-house,  hiring  preaching,  &c.  Mr. 
Krviiifr  hatl  previously  made  a  grant  to  the  settlers,  of  min- 
isterial and  school  lots.  The  meeting  house  was  fUmished 
with  a  bell  by  Judge  Oliver  WendeU  of  Boston,  in  whose 
honor  the  town  Teceived  its  name*  After  the  incorporation 
of  the  town,  the  progress  of  settlement  was  much  stimu- 
lated, and  the  town  graduaUj  increased  In  population  up 
to  1815,  when  it  had  reached  an  advance  of  Montague* 
From  1815  to  IddO,  there  was  a  decline.  From  the  latter 
date  until  1850,  the  population  remained  about  the  same  in 
number,  but  not  the  same  in  wealth,  energy  and  moral 
standing.  There  was  a  noticeable  decline  atout  1845,  and. 
again,  since  1850.  In  Januaiy,  1854,  tibere  were  182 
bouses  in  the  town,  88  of  which  were  Tacant 

During  the  Revolutionary  war,  the  people  made  com- 
mendable exertions  in  behalf  of  the  oommon  cause.  The 
wages  of  soldiers  were  paid  by  the  town,  and,  as  in  mu6l 
other  towns,  bounties  were  given  to  the  soldiers  for  enlist- 
ment, and  cloth  I  S  i  iovided  for  them.  In  some  cases,  the 
lands  of  the  soldiers  were  cleared,  and  their  families  sup- 
ported during  their  absence.  At  the  second  town  nieeting, 
it  was  "  vote(i  to  raise  £72  hard  money  to  procure  our  pro- 
portion (A  cuntincnt;il  beef,"  and  a  committee  was  chosen 
to  procure  it.  During  the  Shays  Rebellion,  there  was  con- 
siderable disaffection  in  the  town,  and  a  company  of  30  or 
40  men,  with  a  lieutenant  at  their  head,  were  in  the  army 
of  Shays  at  Springfield.  They  were  potf  however,  sustained 
in  their  action  by  the  town,  as  some  other  companies  were. 

The  first  year  of  its  corporate  existence,  Wendell  voted 
£40  for  town  purposes;  in  1789,  £10;  in  1800,  SoO;  in 
1820,  $250 ;  in  1840,  $2,000 ;  in  1849^  $1,000.  In  1846, 
a  town  bouse  was  erected.  The  aggregate  raised  for  town 
purposes,  to  1850,  was  about  •80/)00*  The  people  assisted 
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at  first  in  the  support  of  Hev.  Abraham  Hill  of  Slnites- 
bury.  They  were  greatly  disaffected  with  him  on  acoount 
of  his  toryism,  and  for  a  time  withheld  supplies. 

A  Congregational  Chureh  was  formed  in  Wendell,  No- 
Tember  30, 1774^  with  20  members*  To  this  ehurch  Mr. 
Hill  preached  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  taxes  they 
paid.  A  further  acconnt  of  Mr«  Hill  will  be  found  in  the 
history  of  Shutesbuty.  Between  the  time  of  the  ineorpo* 
ration  of  the  town  and  the  erection  of  the  mee^g-bouse,  in 
1788,  Rev.  Mr.  Billings  and  Bev.  Mr.  Baboock  supplied 
the  people  with  preaching.  The  house  alluded  to  was 
taken  down  in  1846,  to  give  place  to  the  present  chureh 
edifice.  Rev.  Joseph  Kilbume  was  installed  as  the  first 
pastor  of  the  church,  October  8, 1783,  and,  after  a  ministry 
of  about  thirty-two  years,  died  at  Wendell,  in  the  pastoral 
office,  February  27,  1816.  He  was  a  native  of  Sterling, 
and  praduated  at  Cambridge  in  1777.  He  was  succeeded, 
J;iiiii;iry  1,  1817,  by  Rev.  Ilervey  Wilbur,  a  native  of 
Woi  thington,  who  was  dismissed  August  21,  1822.  His 
successor  was  Rev.  John  Duiicklee  of  Greenfield,  N.  H.,  a 
graduate  of  Dartmouth  in  1817.    He  was  settled  [March 

26,  1823,  dismissed  March  24,  183n,  and  was  succeeded, 
October  27,  1830,  by  Rev.  Wni.  (  laggett  of  Litchfield,  N. 
H.,  n  graduate  of  Dartmouth  in  1826.  Mr.  Claggett  was 
dismissed  July  11,  1§37,  and  was  succeeded  May  2,  1838, 
by  Rev.  Salmon  Bennett,  who  was  dismissed  September  26, 
1844.  Mr.  Bennett  was  a  graduate  of  Middlebuij,  and  a 
native  of  Brattleboro,  Vt.  The  sueeeedmg  pastor  was  ReT« 
Noadiah  S.  Dickinson  of  Amherst.    He  was  ordained  May 

27,  1847,  and  dismissed  August  25, 1852.  Rev.  B.  Gil- 
bert has  since  been  settled.  Up  to  1823,  the  amount  paid 
fbr  the  ministrj  l^j  the  town  was  $12,450.  Fiom  1783  to 
1844,  the  in&nts  baptized  were  753;  adults,  54;  before 
1783,  107  children  and  no  adults,  making  a  total  of  914 
baptisms. 

The  rupture  with  the  first  minister  in  Shutesbuiy,  and 
the  Democratic  views  of  the  Baptists,  tended  to  the  rise 
of  that  sect  in  that  town,  where,  in  1778,  a  Baptast  church 
was  ibrmed  under  Elder  Ewen.  Elder  Smallidge  was 
his  successor,  and,  under  his  preaching  and  influence,  a 
revival  was  extended  to  the  Eastern  and  Southern  parts 
«f  Wendell,  followed  by  many  baptisms  in  1798,  and  the 
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formation  of  a  Baptist  Church  June  11,  17U0,  consisting 
of  56  members.     They  had  to  protest  for  many  years 
against  being  obliged  to  pay  for  the  services  ol'  a  minister 
whom  they  did  not  hear,  and  to  bear  the  reproach  oi  be- 
ing innovators,  &c.    In  IbUG,  they  settled  Elder  Samuel 
King  who  r(  loained  until  1812,  when  he  left,  to  go  as  a 
missionary  to  Priin^^ylvania.     Their  subsequent  pastors 
have  been  Rev.  David  Goddard,  from  1814  to  1841  ;  Rev. 
Aaron  Burbank,  from  1841  to  1843  ;  Rev.  Lysander  Fay, 
1844;  Rev.  Wm.  Leach,  1846  to  1851 ;  and  Rev.  Norman 
Clark,  from  Jan.,  lSo2j  to  Majr^  1854.    The  number  of 
baptisms  in  fifly-two  years,  or  until  1851,  was  185;  ad- 
missions by  letter,  76 ;  total  members,  (with  the  original 
56,)  317, — 200  of  whom  were  females ;  present  nnmber, 
about  83.    The  Baptists  erected  their  first  house  of  wor- 
ship in  1S19,  about  half  Ik  mile  East  of    the  Ck)mmon,'' 
and  removed  and  rebuilt  it,  with  a  steeple,  opposite  the 
Congregational  meeting  bouse,  in  1846.   At  present,  the 
house  is  dosed,  and  the  churoh  has  been  weakened  by  re* 
movals  from  the  town. 

So  great  was  the  pressure  of  poverty  upon  the  first  set- 
Uers,  that  nothing  was  done  publicly  foe  the  establishment 
of  schools  under  the  proprietary  government,  except  to 
lay  out  the  school  lots.  In  4  7 Go,  Shutesbury  voted  to  have 
one  sc'houl,  and  to  raise  £G  for  its  support.  In  1708^  a 
diviaion  was  made,  and  tlic  JSorth  End*'  took  its  propor- 
tion of  tlie  money  raised.  In  1782,  Wendell  raised  £12 
for  school  purposes  ;  in  1796,  £63  ;  thereafter,  $200  an- 
nually until  1803,  and  then,  upon  the  accession  of  popula- 
tion from  Montat^ue,  S300  per  annum,  the  sum  usually 
raised  every  y<  ju-  up  to  1848,  when  $400  was  raised. 
The  aggregate  appropriated  lor  schools,  down  to  iSTiO, 
was  SI 5,900.  In  1791,  £200  was  voted  for  school  houses, 
the  schools  having  previously  been  taught  in  shops  and 
dwellings.  That  year,  the  inhabitants  banded  themselves 
into  five  squadrons'* — Central,  North,  East,  South  and 
West — and  agreed  to  erect  school  houses  for  themselves. 
In  1827,  the  town  was  divided  into  ten  school  distncts* 
One  district  has  nnce  beenadded  to  the  number,  and  two^ 
united,  leaving  the  number  unchanged*  Besides  the  amount 
laised  bjr  tazation  for  schools,  the  town  has  a  small  fundi 
the  proeeads  of  its  share  of  Shutesbury  school  lands,  and 
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Enring  tchool  lands*  Wendell  lieiy  vital  inHbm  9k  ftw 
Tearsy  been  relncteiit  in  following  oat  the  improyemente 
sofgeeted  .bj  the  Board  of  Edncattoo.  In  1852-3,  the 
rank  of  the  town,  baaed  upon  the  relative  amounts  of 
mooey  appropriated  for  each  child  hj  the  towns  d  the 
Stale,  was  represented  by  the  nmnanl  ^  28l8t"  It  was 
the  193d  town  in  the  average  attendance  of  its  pupils. 

Durinsc  the  first  half  of  its  existence,  the  town  had  but 
a  few  j)iiupors  to  provide  tor,  ^vliicli  was  done  by  putting 
them  out  to  different  fainiljes,  sometimes  to  the  lowest 
bidder."  In  1842,  the  town  pm  ehused  a  farm  and  house 
for  the  hahitaiion  and  employment  of  the  paupers — a 
<rroat  advantage  to  all  concerned.  The  expenses  for  the 
poor  in  05  years,  but  chiefly  since  1815,  were  about  $7,000. 
Th**  1 'iniic  has  been  troin  ^oO  in  1823,  to  S7Ga  in  1840. 
Siiur  tht  ]  ioor  house  was  opened,  the  expenses  have  ranged 
Irom  S2U0  to  S300. 

The  first  road  opened  into  Wendell  was  one  from  Road- 
town,  (Shutesburjf)  to  the  North  End,  in  1756.  During 
the  same  year,  a  county  road  was  opened  through  the 
South  part  from  Montague  to  New  Salem,  while  there 
were  only  a  very  few  settLements  along  their  lines.  The 
<^er  reads  were  laid  out  as  the  settlers  required  them^ 
and  may  be  regarded  as  following  them,  in  two  or  three 
yeam  after  their  settlement.  The  old  road  from  New 
Salem,  through  Wendell  Center,  towards  Montague,  waa 
located  in  1762.  TTntii  about  1837,  the  roads  followed 
^  settlements  across  or  along  the  tops  of  the  hiUs.  About 
that  year,  roads  to  induce  a  stage  to  run  through  the  center 
of  the  town  were  built  Eastward  towards  Petersham^ 
South  Westerly  towards  Locke's  Village,  and  along  the  old 
South  County  road  around  Wigwam  Hill,  over  which  the 
stage  was  run  for  several  years,  between  Boston  and  Green- 
field. Since  that  year,  roads  have  been  built  along  the 
valley  to  Futnamville  (1838)  and  along  West  Branch  to- 
wards Prescott  and  Shutesbury.  These  roads,  and  many 
others  unmcntioned,  have  been  a  great  burden  to  the  town. 
For  their  building  and  support,  the  town  had  voted,  pre- 
vious to  1850,  in  money  and  labor,  S40,000.  Tlie  roads 
built  in  Wendell  have  an  aggregate  length  of  75  miles,  of 
whicli  fitteen  miles  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  discoa- 
Umied. 
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For  the  first  fifty  years  of  the  existence  of  Wendell,  the 
people  depended  almost  entirely  u\)o]i  their  farms  for  a 
livelihood.  Grain,  flax,  cattle,  shct  p  :ind  swine  were  the 
products.  Even  the  hoiif^es  %vere  erected  hv  exchange  of 
labor,  with  the  carpenters,  of  whom  Benjamin  Stiles  was 
the  principal.  After  tliia,  came  a  series  of  years  whea 
fowls,  pork  and  grain  were  carried  to  Boston  in  the  Win- 
ter ;  slidnglesy  broom  handles  and  stayes  were  shaTed  out  in 
stormy  weather  and  long  eTenings,  and  the  women  and 
<^ildien  braided  straw  more,  and  span  less.  About  1830^ 
another  change  appeared,  in  the  disappearance  of  fiax  and 
wool  from  among  the  products.  The  women  and  children 
braided  palm-lef^  instead  of  straw.  The  men  either  ceas> 
ed  cutting  down  the  forests^  or  cut  them  down  for  a  foreign 
market.  There  are  now  14  sawmills  in  the  town^  with 
some  machinery  fbr  taming.  In  1815,  John  Sawin  com- 
menced making  chaises,  and  has  followed  branches  of  the 
carriage  business  until  the  present  time.  There  is  a  small 
distillery  now  in  the  town,  which  has  been  in  upeialion 
about  four  years.  The  Physicians  of  Wendell  have  been 
J.  Fisk,  Daniel  Porter,  Benjamin  Ball,  J ulm  Andrews,  Asa 
Howe,  born  in  Wendell  in  1783,  E.  Ewers,  Morton  Wil- 
liams, Wm.  S.  Barrett,  William  Stacy  and  Lucius  Cooke, 
the  latter  of  whom  has  practiced  in  the  town  for  fiiteea 
years. 

Before  1784,  the  marriages  in  the  town  averaged  about 
three  per  annum.  From  1784  to  1800,  there  were  69 
marriages;  from  1801  to  181G,  103  ;  from  1817  to  1840, 
139 ;  total  in  66  years,  301.  The  births,  from  1774  to 
1783,  were  15  annually ;  from  1784  to  1800,  26  annually ; 
ftom  1800  to  1816,37  annually.  At  one  time,  ten  fami- 
lies had  100  children.  Since  1820,  there  has  been  an  an- 
nual decrease  in  the  number  of  births.  The  whole  num- 
ber of  births  to  1850  was  about  2,150. 

The  careful  and  intelligent  correspondent  who  com- 
municates the  principal  &cts  of  this  history,  says,  in  regard 
to  "Wendell,  that  "  it  has  been  a  great  tavern  house,  where 
fathers  and  sons  have  rested  for  a  few  years,  on  their  way 
from  the  '  lower  towns'  to  the  West ;  and,  if  the  whole 
household  did  not  go  on,  the  sons  were  sure  to  proceed, 
except  the  youngest,  perhaps,  who  remained  to  inherit  a 
worn-out  &rm,  and — the  worn-out  parents."  From  this 
39 
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caii<te,  and  others  that  are  operating  upon  nearly  all  the 
hill  towns  of  New  £ii^and,  the  population  and  prosperity 
of  tlie  town  have  considerably  diminished. 

Before  1783,  43  deaths  were  registered ;  from  1783  to 
1800,  134 ;  from  1801  to  1840,  577  ;  from  1841  to  1850, 
120 1  whole  noinbery  874.  Their  remaios  lie  buried  in  five 
gmyeyards,  within  the  liiflits  of  the  town^  and  some  were 
doubtlesa  interred  in  the  old  burial  place  in  Shntesbuiy. 

Rev.  Josiah  Groddard,  Baptist  Missionary  at  Ningpo, 
China,  is  a  native  of  Wendelli  and  is  said  to  be  the  best 
linguist  in  the  Celestial  £mpire.  Judge  Joshua  Green,  a 
native  of  Boston  and  a  graduate  of  Harvard  in  1784^  be- 
came a  resident  of  Wendell  about  1790,  and  was  for  many 
years  the  most  useful  and  influential  man  in  the  town  mid 
its  vicinity.  His  mother  wa^  an  intimate  friend  of  the 
wife  of  the  elder  Adains,  and  many  letters  from  Mrs.  Adams 
were  found  among  her  papers  after  her  death.  Judge 
Green  was  a  man  of  unusual  abilities  and  gentlemanly  ac- 
complishments, and  for  more  than  iiity  years  devoted  him- 
self to  the  advancement  of  thr  interests  of  Wendell.  To 
him,  more  than  to  any  other  man,  the  town  owed  its  former 
intelligence  and  prosperity.  He  died  in  1847.  One  of  his 
sons  is  a  highly  esteemed  merchant  in  New  York,  and  the 
other,  Dr.  Joshua  Green  of  Groton,  is  a  physican  of  wealth, 
and  brother  by  marriage  of  Abbott  Lawrence.  Rev.  Ezra 
Fisher,  missionaiy  of  the  American  Baptist  Home  Mission* 
ary  Society,  in  Oregon,  and  Rev.  Otis  Fisher,  tcaclicr  at 
Mt  Palatine,  111.,  are  both  natives  of  Wendell.;  Wendell 
is  honored  also  in  being  the  residence  of  the! most  gifted 
and  graceful  poetess  living  in  Western  Massadhusetts,  Mrs. 
F.  H.  Cooke,  wife  of  Dr.  Lucius  Cooke.  Her  contributions 
to  the  Springfield  Republican,  for  the  last  few  years,  have 
been  copied  by  the  press  throughout  the  Union.  Mrs* 
Cooke  has  not  yet  undertaken  a  poetical  task  equal  to  her 
powers,  now  in  their  fresh  maturity,  and  the  past,  though 
bright  as  a  performance,  is  brighter  as  a  promise. 

The  numher  of  ratable  polls  in  AVLiidell,  in  1853.  was 
188.  The  tax  lor  all  purposes,  in  that  year,  was  w2,4'J7  ; 
aniount  of  town  debt,  $6,500.  The  population  in  1840 
was  844 ;  in  18o0,  897  ;  in  1854,  about  700. 
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Wbatelj  was  originaUj  the  Northern  part  of  the  town 
Hatfield.   The  larger  part  of  the  first  inhabitants  were 
branches  of  families  belonging  to  the  parent  town.  Settle- 
ments are  believed  to  have  been^ade  as  early  as  1750,  at 

tli('  "  Straits,"  (so  called)  by  .I()sc])h  l>el(linL%  Serg.  Auliii 
Wail,  Klislia  Smith,  David  (i raves  and  Joseph  Scott. 
Here  tbey  erected  the  first  dwelling  in  the  territory.  A 
few  years  afterwards,  houses  were  l)iiih  on  **  Chestnut  plain  • 
Street"  by  Lieut.  Ebenezer  BnrdwiH,  Thomas  Crafts  and 
Dea.  Joel  Dickinson,  which  were  the  first  buildinjfs  in  the 
central  part  of  the  town.  The  permanent  settler^  ini me- 
diately following  these  were  Daniel  Morton,  Oliver  Graves, 
Oliver  Morton,  Salmon  White,  Moses  Dickinson,  Nathan 
Graves,  Peter  Train  and  Edward  Brown.  Through  all 
the  period  of  the  early  settlement,  the  people  belonged  in 
Hatfield.  On  the  24th  of  April,  1771,  the  settlement  was 
set  o£^  and  incorporated  with  the  name  of  Whately.  The 
first  meeting  for  the  choice  of  town  officers  was  held  at  the 
taTem  house  of  Daniel  JVIorton,  May  6,  succeeding  the  in* 
corporation,  when  the  following*  officers  were  elected : 
Salmon  White,  town  clerk  and  treiisurer  i  Joseph  Belding, 
Jun,,  and  Henry  Stiles,  constables ;  John  Wait,  Simeon 
Wait,  Edward  Brown,  Sahnon  White  and  FhOip  Smitli, 
selectmen;  Edward  Brown,  Philip  Smith,  and  Salmon 
White,  assessors ;  Thomas  CraAs,  sealer  of  weights  and 
measures;  Thomas  Sanderson,  sealer  of  leather;  Peter 
Train,  Oliver  Graves,  and  Benj.  Smith,  surveyors  of  high- 
ways ;  Israel  Graves,  Noah  Bardwcll,  and  John  Wait,  Jun., 
fence-viewers;  Benj.  Scott,  John  I>rowu  and  Josc})h 

Crafts,  field  drivers ;  Elisha  Belding  and  Noah  Bardwell, 
tythingnien  ;  Benj.  Smith,  Perez  Bardwcll,  and  Abraham 
Turner,  wardens  ;  John  Crafts,  Martin  Graves  nnd  Eli>ha 
Frary,  deer-reeves  ;  Thomas  Craftf^,  surveyor  of  shingles ; 
Peter  Train,  Gad  Smith  and  T.^'muol  Wells,  hoo^-reeves. 

Three  davs  after  this,  a  mccnmr  wa<  Itrld  at  which  it 
was  voted  to  raise  £30  for  prcacliing.  June  hli,  1771,  it 
was  voted  to  hire  Mr.  liufus  Weils  of  Deertield  to  })rcach 
six  weeks  on  probation.  Mr.  Wells  preached  accordingly, 
and,  at  the  end  of  the  probationary  penod,  received  a  call 
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to  settle,  which  he  accepted.  The  terms  offered  by  the 
town  were  £133  Gs.  8d.,  as  settlement,  a  j?aiaiy  of  £55  for 
the  first  year,  to  be  raised  forty  sbillinc^  yearly  until  it 
should  amount  to  £75,  and  £G  yearly  fur  wood,  whenever 
he  should  "  set  U])  iiuu>ekeej>ing."  The  last  allowance  was 
uot  called  for  until  177 <»,  when  Mr.  Wells  was  married,  he 
havinc^  boarded  in  the  nienntime  at  Daniel  Morton's  and 
Samuel  "White's.  The  eliurch  was  organized  Auirnst  21, 
1771,  eonsistin^^  of  41  members,  all  of  whom  belonged  to 
^  the  church  in  llatheld.  Mr.  Wells  was  ordained  Septem- 
ber 25ih  following.  The  services  connected  with  the  latter 
event  were  held  under  the  shade  of  two  large  oak  trees 
standing  on  the  West  side  of  the  highway.  South  of  the 
present  dwelling-hoase  of  Dr.  Myron  Harwood* 

At  this  time,  no  meeting  house  bad  been  built,  and  the 
people  met  for  worship  at  the  house  of  Oliver  Morion. 
Dec  2, 1771|  a  vote  was  passed  to  make  provision  for  a 
meeting  house,  and  David  Soott,  Thomas  Crafis,  Joseph. 
Belding,  Jr.,  Noah  Bardwell  and  Daniel  Graves,  Jr.,  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  carry  out  the  vote.  At  this  time 
it  appears  that  a  sawmill  was  in  existence,  as  the  boards 
and  joist* of  the  new  structure  were  sawed  at  the  mill  of 
Adonijah  Taylor.  Mr.  Taylor^s  mill  stood  where  Silas 
Sanderson's  mills  are  now  located,  and  he  had  a  grist  mill 
below.  These  were  the  lir>t  mills  put  up  in  the  town. 
The  site  selected  for  the  meeting  house  \yas  that  now  oc- 
cupied by  the  house  of  the  first  parish,  and  £80  was  raised 
to  defray  the  expenses.  During  the  winter  of  1772-3,  the 
materials  of  the  building  were  collected,  and  in  the  course 
of  the  following  June  and  July,  the  house  was  framed, 
raised  and  ])artially  covered.  Forty  pounds  were  then 
raised  for  finishing  the  meeting  house,  which  w^as  done  in 
the  following  style :  On  the  outside  the  roof  was  well 
shingled,  the  sides  and  ends  were  covered  with  rough 
boards  chamfered  together,  the  windows  in  the  lower  story 
were  pretty  fully  glazed  ;  those  in  the  upper  story  were 
boarded  up."  The  sole  finish  of  the  inside  was  a  floor, 
and  a  rough  board  pulpit,  with  a  carpenter's  work  benoh 
in  front.  This  house,  unaltered,  was  occupied  by  the  ww- 
shipers  and  the  swallows  for  25  years.  The  people  were 
called  together  by  a  conch  shell,  which  is  still  preserved.. 
In  1848,  the  meeting  house,  haYing  through  a  series  o£ 
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years  undergone  thoronjrh  repair-,  was  entirely  remo  li  I<  d, 
though  the  original  iVame,  which  was  found  to  be  perlectly 
sound,  was  left  unaltered. 

Alter  a  ministry  in  Whately  of  63  years,  50  of  which 
were  occupied  in  active  pastoral  service,  Mr.  Wells,  the 
first  minister,  died,  Nov.  8,  1834,  in  the  92d  year  of  his 
age.  Mr.  Wells  was  a  native  of  Deerfield,  and  a  graduate 
of  Harvard  in  1764.  Eev.  Lemuel  P.  Bates  of  Bland- 
fordy  a  graduate  of  Williams  in  1818,  was  settled  as  the 
oolleague  of  Mr.  Wells  Feb.  13,  1822,  and  was  dismissed 
Oct.  17,  1832.  He  was  succeeded  March  16^  1836,  by 
Bev*  Jolm  Ferguson,  a  Scotchman,  who  was  dismisscMi 
June  17, 1%40,  His  successor  was  Rev.  J.  Howard  Temple 
of  Framingbam,  who  was  settled  Sept.  30, 1845,.aQd  dis- 
missed March  24, 1852.  Mr.  Temple's  pamphlet  history 
of  Wbately  fiimishes  the  princip^  facts  in  the  present 
sketch.  He  was  succeeded  March  9,  1853,  by  Rev. 
Charles  N.  Seymour  of  Hartford,  a  graduate  of  Trinity 
College  in  1841,  who  still  remains  in  his  pastoral  connec- 
tion in  Wbately. 

The  Second  Congregational  Church  in  Whately  was 
organized  jSov.  10,  1^  12,  with  17  members.  Its  first  and 
present  meeting  house  was  built  in  184;i.  In  18.jJ,  the 
membership  of  the  church  was  67,  The  first  and  present 
pastor,  Rev.  Jonathan  S.  Judd,  was  ordained  Oct.  12,  184^. 
Mr.  Judd  is  a  native  of  Westhamptoii,  being  a  descendant 
of  liev.  Jonathan  Judd,  the  first  minister  of  Southampton. 
He  graduated  at  Williams  in  1831). 

A  Baptist  Church  was  organized  July  8,  1789.  Its 
settled  pastors  and  preachers,  in  succession,  were  Kev. 
Messrs.  Asa  Todd,  Stephen  Barker,  John  K.  Goodnough, 
Xjorenzo  Bice,  James  Parker  and  George  Bills.  The 
church  was  disbanded  in  1851.  ^ 

The  people  of  Whately,  though  the  town  had  but  just 
entered  upon  its  municipal  esistence,  went  early  into  the 
movement  for  Eerolution.  In  the  Spring  of  1773,  the 
town  received  a  letter  from  the  Boston  Committee  of  Cor-  . 
respondenee,  when  a  meeting  was  immediately  called,  and 
a  committee — consisting  of  Edward  Brown,  Elisha  Frary 
and  Joseph  Belding,  Jr., — was  chosen  to  reply  to  it  The 
man  who  drauf^hted  the  reply  had  evidently  read  a  similar 
document  originating  in  South  Hadley,  the  January  pre- 
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yious.  The  amount  of  plagiarism  will  be  perceptible  by 
comparinp:  the  ibiiowing  with  the  South  Hadlej  document 
introduced  in  the  history  of  thai  town,: 

Gentlemen :  The  proceedings  of  the  town  of  Boston  un- 
der the  present  exigeneiea,  we  esteem  very  laudable  and 
worthy  of  a  metropolis.  We  concur  in  general  with  your 
sentimfMits  in  stating  the  Rii^hts  of  the  Colonists  and  Province, 
and  ot  the  infringements  of  these  Rights.  We  hold  fast  Loy- 
alty to  our  Sovereign;  yet  we  groan  under  our  burden,  but 
do  not  despair  of  redress.  If  the  importunity  of  a  poui  widow 
may  move  an  unjust  judge  to  avenge  her,  now  much  more 
may  we  hope  for  redress  by  frequent  application  to  a  gracious 
Kine.  We  shall  at  all  times  heartily  join  with  you,  in  all 
legu  and  oonstitntional  measares  for  me  keeping  of  tlioea 
inestimable  priTileges,  wrested  from  ns.  and  fimily  to  secure 
those  that  remain.  For  we  are  sensible  that  should  we  re- 
nounce our  Libertjr  and  privileges  we  should  renounce  the 
rights  of  man,  the  rights  of  humanity,  and  even  our  duty  to 
God  and  man.  We  have  no  doubts  but  that  thn  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain  will  hereby  understand  that  'tis  not  the  dis- 
contentedness  of  a  faction,  but  that  the  whole  people  are  sen- 
sible of  the  burdens  they  labor  under." 

Oliver  Qraves  was  sent  to  the  first  Provincial  Congress, 
Elisha  Tracy  to  the  second,  and  Noah  Mills  and  Salmon 
White  to  the  third.  The  town  laid  in  its  stock  of  powder, 
leild  and  flints,  in  1774,  enlisted  a  company  of  minute  men 
early  in  1775,  had  its  Committee  of  Correspondence,  and 
July  Q,  177  two  days  after  the  Declaration  of  ^depen- 
dence, voted  to  sustain  such  a  declaration  with  their  nves 
knd  fortunes,  in  case  it  should  be  made. 

The  industrial  interests  of  Whately  are  mainly  agricul- 
tural. There  are,  however,  two  small  satinet  factories, 
three  pocket  book  factories,  a  boot  and  blioe  factory,  and 
one  establishment  carried  on  by  Charles  D.  Stockbridge, 
where  large  quantities  of  blacking  are  made  annually. 

The  amount  of  money  raised  for  schools  in  1854  was 
S650.  The  population  in  1840  was  1,104 ;  in  1850, 1,129  ; 
increase  in  ten  years^  25. 
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ADAMS. 

Tfai9  township  was  originally  known  as  East  Hoosac^ 
lii  1749,  it  was  explored  and  surveyed  by  a  committee  ap* 
pointed  bj  the  General  Court,  who  were  instructed  to  laj 
out  a  township  six  miles  square.  It  was  for  some  reasoii 
laid  out  ten  miles  long  and  five  miles  broad.  In  the  follow- 
ing year,  Capt.  Epliraim  Williams  secureil  a  grant  of  200 
acres,  with  the  conditions  that  he  should  reserve  ten  acres 
for  a  fort,  and  build  a  giist  luili  and  saw  niiil,  and  keep 
them  in  repair  Ibr  twenty  years.  In  1762,  the  township, 
with  nine  others,  was  sold  at  auction.  East  Hoosac  formed 
No.  1,  and  was  sold  to  Nathan  Jones  for  £3,20()  who  soon 
atierwards  received  as  joint  proprietors  with  liirn,  CoL 
Elislia  Jones  (the  purchaser  of  No.  2,  nov/  containing  the 
towns  of  Pei-u  and  Hinsdale,)  and  John  Murray.  In  Octo- 
ber, 1762,  48  settling  lots  of  100  acres  each,  were  laid  out, 
embracing  the  very  heart  of  the  township,  and  in  1776,  20 
more  lots  were  laid  out,  and  Israel  Jones,  who  was  then  a 
resident,  was  authorized  to  admit  60  settlers,  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  General  Court  Two  years 
afterwards,  the  remaining  lands  were  apportioned  among 
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die  seUlers.  In  East  Hootic  was  the  flito  of  old  Fort 
Massachusetts,  of  glorious  niomorf,  an  account  of  which 
will  be  foond  in  the  Outline  History^  [VoL  1,  pp«  172-4.] 

Among  the  first  settlers  of  the  township  were  Abiei 
Smithy  and  his  sons  Gideon  and  Jacob,  John  Kilbom  and 
John  McNeal  of  Ldtohfieldi  Ct^  Reuben  Hmiaan  and  Jon- 
athan Smith  of  Woodbury,  and  Messrs.  Parker,  GH>k  and 
Leayenworth  of  Wallingibrd.  These  settlers,  and  others 
who  setded  with  them,  did  not  remain  a  long  time.  Most 
of  them  sold  their  lands  to  purchasers  from  Rhode  Island, 
many  of  them  Quakers.  Others  not  belonging  to  that  or* 
der  soon  followed  from  the  same  State,  until  Rhode  Island- 
ers occupied  nearly  the  whole  town,  and  Adams  still  con- 
tiiins  many  of  tlieir  descendants.  The  town  was  incorpo- 
rated October  15,  177b,  with  the  name  of  Adani.s,  in  honor 
of  Samuel  Adams,  afterwards  Governor  ot  Massachusetts. 
The  first  town  meeting  was  held  March  8,  1771),  when 
Cai)t.  Philip  Mason,  Capt.  Israel  Jones  and  Capt.  Reuben 
Hinman  were  chosen  seh^ctmen. 

The  principal  points  of  M  tilcment  in  the  town  were  at 
the  locahties  now  known  respectively  as  North  Adams  and 
South  Adams.  The  ni  ist-mill  and  saw-mill  retpiired  by 
the  grant  to  Col.  Williams  were  built  at  North  Adams,  and 
another  grist-mill  was  erected  about  the  same  time  where 
the  South  village  now  stands.  These  mills  formed  the  nu* 
elei  of  settlement,  and  determined  the  localities  of  the 
present  pnncipal  Tillages. 

The  ^rst  settlers,  most  of  whom^  as  has  already  be^ 
seen,  were  from  Connecticut,  immediatelj  established  the 
institutions  of  religion,  in  accordance  as  well  with  their 
uniform  policy,  as  with  the  conditions  attached  by  the 
General  Goiirt  to  the  conveyance  of  the  township.  They 
built  a  meeting-house  of  logs,  on  a  site  at  the  comer  of  the 
roads  near  the  center  of  the  town.  A  church  was  formed, 
and  Bey.  Samuel  Todd  settled  as  pastor,  but  at  what  date 
is  not  known,  as  the  records  are  lost.  It  was  probably  in 
1766;  at  least,  Mr.  Todd  entered  the  town  in  the  tall  of 
that  year.  The  change  in  the  chai*acter  oi  the  j^opulation, 
which  must  have  occurred  soon  after  Mr.  Todd's  settlement, 
withdrew  from  him  his  su|)port,  and  pnt  a  stop  to  his  labors. 
A  vote  of  the  inhabitants  was  taken,  Jaiuiarj  3,  1778,  pix)- 
posing  to  him  to  relinquish  his  claim  to  the  ministerial 
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land?,  and  to  receive  his  dismission,  but,  while  ho,  acof  (ir(l 
to  the  latter  clause,  he  retained  the  lands.  Mr.  Todd  was 
a  native  of  North  Haven,  C't.,  and  graduafed  at  Yale  Col- 
lege in  1734.  Tlie  firf*t  church  probably  cxi-tcJ,  with  h'lm 
as  their  pastor,  for  uhoiit  ten  years,  and  then  became  extinet. 

For  a  period  ot  twenty  or  thirty  years  after  the  dismissal 
of  INIr.  Todd,  there  was  no  society  in  the  town  except  that 
of  the  Friends.  This  society  was  fonnedin  1781,  and  was 
originally  constituted  by  David  Anthooy,  Isaac  Killy,  Isaac 
Upton,  Joshua  Lapham,  Geo.  Lapham  and  their  families. 
Thej  worshiped  in  a  log  dwelling  hoase,  until  about  1786, 
when  they  erected  a  house  for  their  accommodation.  In 
1718,  the  aocietj-  was  in  the  hight  of  its  prosperity.  At 
that  time,  they  embraced  about  forty  famUies.  Kobert 
Nesbit,  Mary  Battey  and  David  Aldrich  weiiefiucceBsiTely 
their  speakers.  The  society  is  now  nearly  extinct,  tlioagh 
a  few  scattered  members  still  remain.  Abont  1880,  there 
was  a  division  among  them,  part  assuming  the  name  of 
Orthodox,  and  others  being  called  Hicksites.  By  a  kind 
of  compromise,  they  a  pureed  that  one  part  shoold  have  the 
meeting  house  on  Sabbath  morning,  and  the  other  in  the 
afternoon,  with  the  same  anaiigement  for  Wednesday. 
But  even  these  distinctions  are  now  lost  sight  of.  Their 
old  meeting  house  still  stands  near  the  village  of  South 
Adams.  A  graveyard  adjoining  is  the  last  resting  place  of 
many  of  the  early  inhabitants  uf  the  town. 

About  1782.  the  ] )(  opl<'  living  in  the  North  part  of  the 
town,  comprisiiiiz  tlie  ]  einimnts  of  the- First  Congregational 
Church,  with  otlu  rs  of  similar  sentiment?,  joined  in  putting 
up  and  covering  the  frame  of  a  meeting  iiouse,  a  few  rods 
South  of  the  North  Village,  wliich  stood  unfinished  and 
unused  until  1794,  when  it  was  moved  into  the  village,  and 
finished.  Dyer  Stark,  a  Baptist  preacher,  preached  here  a 
part  of  the  time  for  several  years,  though  no  church  was 
organ  i  z  r  d.  In  1 808,  a  Baptist  Church  was  organized,  under 
the  ministry  of  Elder  George  Witherell,  and  the  house 
passed  into  their  hands.  The  successors  of  IMr.  Witherell, 
who  preached  from  1808  to  1812,  have  been  Rev.  Messrs. 
Elijah  F.  Willey,  1816 ;  Hosea  Wheeler,  1818 ;  Robin- 
son ;  Samuel  Savory,  1821  to  1825 ;  Charles  B.  Keyes, 
1829  to  1884 ;  A.  H.  Palmer,  1884, 1835 ;  Lemuel  Covell, 

I88eyl887;  Thomas  S.Bogers,  1838, 1889 ;  John  Alden,  Jr., 
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Ib-iO  to  1^5-15  ;  Horace  T.  Love,  181G  to  ;  Miles  San- 
foi^,  18'33.  The  church  now  numbers  350  members.  The 
ori^rhial  meeliug  house  is  still  standing,  and  is  oeou|)ied  by 
by  a  cabinet  shop  and  dwellint'^.  The  second  liouse, 
biiiii  of  brick,  was  taken  down  in  1840,  and  the  present 
larp:e  and  commodious  edirice  was  erected  at  a  cost  of 
$14,000.    It  is  an  honor  and  an  ornament  to  the  place. 

The  Methodists  fitted  up  for  themselves  a  house  of  wor- 
ship in  the  North  viUage  in  1823.  The  church  has  been 
progressive,  and  has  advanced  until,  at  the  commencement 
of  1854,  it  had  215  members.  In  1843,  they  removed 
from  their  old  house,  which  they  sold  to  the  Universalist 
_  Society,  and  took  possession  of  a  neat  and  convenient 
'  Ihune  building  which  they  had  erected  at  a  cost  of  $3,300. 
They  have  now  a  good  parsonage,  well  furnished,  for  their 
preachers.  The  preachers,  who  have  been  numerous,  in 
accordance  with  the  usages  of  their  denomination,  have 
been  talented  and  faithful  men. 

The  Congregational  Church  at  North  Adams  was  organ-* 
ized  April  19,  1827.  Their  house  of  worship,  built  of 
brick,  was  finished  and  opened  in  the  following  year.  The 
present  membership  is  about  150.  Their  pastors,  in  the 
order  of  their  succession,  hiive  been  liev.  ^Messrs.  J.  W. 
Yeomans,  from  1828  to  1832  ;  Caleb  B.  Tracy,  from  1832 
to  Ibo^l;  Alvah  Day,  from  1835  to  18oG;  E.  Russell,  from 
18oG  to  1839  ;  and  R.  Crawford,  from  1840  to  the  present 
time. 

These  three  churchjes,  harmonizing  on  all  essential  points, 
ha  VP  exerted  a  powerful  and  salutjiry  influence  upon  the 
population  p^athcrcd  around  them.  A  revival  commenced 
in  each  of  them  about  the  beginning  of  1850,  and  continued 
during  tbe  Winter.  For  months,  meetings  were  held  in 
each  of  these  churches  every  evening  in  the  week.  As 
the  result}  BOO  members  were  added  to  the  churehes  in 
about  equal  proportions. 

Until  1843,  the  Universalists,  few  in  number,  were 
without  a  house  of  worsliip,  and  usually  occupied  a^ome  one 
of  the  halls  in  the  village.  During  that  year,  they  pur- 
chased the  house  that  had  been  occupied  by  the  Methodists, 
which  they  occupied  untijl  1B51,  when  they  built  a  new  and 
elegant  house,  and  sold  their  old  one  to  the  Roman  Catho- 
lies.   The  society  is  now  in  a  prosperous  condition.  The 


Digitized  by 


UDAH8. 


467 


ministers  employed,  during  a  longer  or  shorter  period  respec- 
tively, haTc  been  Rev.  Messrs.  Torrey,  Maadell,  Wilcox, 
Hngfaesy  Cooky  and  Miller.  The  last  mentioned  is  still  in 
office. 

Since  the  eonstmction  of  the  Pittsfield  and  North  Adams 
Railroad,  completed  in  1847,  the  Roman  Catholics  have 
greatly  increased,  bnt,  until  their  purchase  of  the  old  Uni- 
^  versalist  meeting  house,  they  had  no  regular  place  of  wor- 
ship. The  honse  whi<^  they  now  occupy  has  been  refitted, 
and  greatly  improved.  They  have  their  meetings  once  a 
month,  Rev.  Mr.  Cuddihy  of  Pittsfield  being  the  official  ing 
priest.  Thcv  liave  a  day  school  hekl  within  tlieir  building, 
lor  the  benetit  of  Catholic  children  whom  they  are  unwill- 
ing to  place  in  association  with  Protestant  children  in  the 
common  schools. 

The  Baptist  Church  in  South  Adams  was  orfzanizcd  July 
4,  1827,  and  consisted  originally  of  14  members.  The  fol- 
lowing have  been  the  pastors :  Kcv.  Messrs.  H.  F.  Baldwin, 
1831;  Elnathan  Sweet,  1832  to  1842;  W.  M.  Youn<r, 
1843;  W.  J.  Loomis,  1844  to  IblG  ;  G.  E.  Fnllr-r,  1847, 
»  1848  ;  S.  B.  Grant,  1849  to  1853.  The  i)resent  minister 
is  Rev.  N.  J.  Norton.    The  church  numbered^  January 

I,  1854,  76  members. 

The  Congregational  Church  at  South  Adams  was  organ- 
ized January  1,  1840,  and  consisted  originally  of  two  indi- 
viduals. Rev«  Stillman  Pratt  eommenced  his  labors  there 
in  1839,  hut  was  not  fornjally  installed  as  pastor  until  June 

II,  1845.  He  was  dismissed  June  14, 1848.  On  the  15th 
of  the  some  month,  Rev.  J.  Jaj  Dana  was  installed  as  pas- 
tor,' and  still  holds  that  relation.  The  number  of  members, 
January  1, 1854,  was  40. 

A  if  ethodist  Society  has  been  ia  existence  at  South 
Adams  for  several  years.  They  completed  a  fine  meeting 
house  in  1854,  at  a  cost  of  $8,500.  The  members  in  full 
communion  numbered,  at  the  commencement  of  185 1,  46. 

North  Adams  is  located  near  the  Northern  extremity  of 
the  town,  and  South  Adams  near  the  Southern.  Both  have 
been  built  up,  as  has  already  been  intimated,  by  the  manu- 
factories erected  on  their  small  but  invaluable  streams. 
North  Adams  is  a  large  and  veiy  thrifty  village.  It  con- 
tains three  large  and  flourishingr  establishments  for  the 
manufacture  of  cassimeres  and  satinets,  viz.,  that  of  Wells, 


Digitized  by  Google 


468 


Brayton  &  Co.^  called  the  Beaver  Mill,  driving  40  looms ; 
tliat  of  Ingalls  &  Tyler,  known  a-  the  Union  Mill,  running 
58  looms;  and  that  of  S.  lUackingion  Co.,  known  as  the 
Centerville  Factory,  and  standing  about  three  mil<  s  West 
of  the  villapre,  running  40  looms.  The  latter  is  one  of  the 
oldest  and  niot^t  successful  manufacturing  establi^hmems  in 
the  whole  region.  It  was  fonn«  rly  known  as  the**  Boys' 
Factory,"  from  the  fact  that,  at  an  early  period  of  its  his- 
tory, three  enterprising  youths — Wells,  Blackini^ttni  and 
White — rented  it,  and  carried  it  on,  and  tinally  purchased 
it  They  continued  together  many  years,  adding  to  their 
establishment,  their  wealth  and  their  good  reputation.  Mr. 
Wells  died  in  middle  life,  justly  lamented*  Mr.  Blacking- 
ton  is  now  the  senior  partner  of  the  company,  and  baa  as- 
so<'iated  with  him  his  brother,  C.  Blackington,  his  son,  Wnu 
S.  Blackington,  John  Tyler  and  Wm.  Atkinson.  Mr. 
White  now  belongs  to  the  firm  of  Bichardson,  WMte  & 
Co.,  hereafter  to  be  mentioned*  These  three  ooncems  em- 
ploy in  the  aggregate  aboat  220  hands,  and  work  up 
annnally  about  700,000  lbs*  of  wool,  besides  their  cotton 
warps,  made  at  other  establishments. 

l^ere  are  also  five  cotton  fiustories  at  the  North  end  of 
the  town.  O.  Arnold  &  Co.  have  three  baildi^  at  the 
head  of  Union  Street,  and  run  100  looms.  Donng  1853, 
they  built  a  massive  stone  dam,  180  feet  in  length,  and  28 
feet  in  hight.  On  the  first  trial  hy  a  heavy  freshet,  the 
dam  bent  down  the  stream  a  foot  or  more,  formin^:  a  hand- 
some segment  of  an  ellipse,  where  it  seems  to  have  braced  • 
or  arched  itself,  and  tu  have  become  perfectly  secure. 
Richardson,  Whitt;  lV,  Co.  have  four  buildings  at  considerable 
distances  from  each  other,  though  connected  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  their  machinery,  and  rnn  204  looms.  Brayton  & 
Co.,  at  Braytonville,  a  mile  and  a  quarter  West  of  the  vil- 
lage, run  60  looms.  Greylock  mill,  about  half  way  between 
Braytonville  and  Centerville,  runs  34  looms. 

These  establishments  weave  their  own  yams-^mploj  in 
the  aggregate  about  320  hands,  and  produce  annually  up- 
wards of  5,000,000  yards  of  cloth.  The  fifth  cotton  fac- 
tory, olmed  by  S.  Johnson  &  Co.,  employs  40  hands  in 
maJcing  satinet  warps,  in  which  it  uses  np  weekly  upwwiB 
of  3,200  lbs.  of  cotton.  This  concern  was  formerly  ooca- 
pied  by  Stephen  Brown  &  Co.,  for  eaUco  printing.  Thmngh 
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this  business  was  carried  on  successfully  for  a.  time,  a  change 
from  macliine  to  block  printing  proved  disastrouSy  and  it 
was  relinquished, 

Arnold,  Jackson  &  Co.  have  carried  on  calico  printing 
for  some  time  with  much  success.  They  run  two  machines 
which  print  daily  600  pieces  of  33  yards  each.  There  are 
two  foundries  in  the  village,  and  connected  with  that  of 
Hunter,  Thayer  cSc  Co.,  is  a  machine  shop.  There  are  also 
two  sash  and  blind  factories.  A.  P.  Butler  Sc  Co.  carry  on 
a  tannery  from  which  thej  send  to  market  aonnaUj  $10,000 
worth  of  leather.  • 

Millard  &  Co^'s  boot  and  shoe  establishment  employs  75 
ImndSi  and  produces  annually  about  $50,000  worth  of  the 
manufactured  articles.  E.  Bogers  &  Co.  make  400  pairs 
of  ladies^  shoes  weekly,  and  employ  about  75  hands.  A 
maniifiustory  of  shirts,  drawers,  tarns  out  about  50 
docen  shirks,  drawers,  icc^  weekly. 

These  establishments,  with  many  smaller  oonoems  not 
mentioned,  hare  eomUned  to  draw  together  all  the  mate- 
ikk,  professiooa],  mercantile  and  mechanical,  that  enter 
into  the  stmcture  of  a  thriving  New  England  village,  and 
have  made  an  excellent  market  for  the  productions  loi  the 
farmers  in  the  vicinity. 

At  South  Adams,  there  is  a  cotton  mill  owned  by  Pol- 
lock and  Co.,  which  employs  77  liands,  and  consumes  7,600 
lbs.  of  cotton  weekly,  in  the  maautaclure  of  warps  for 
satinets.  Four  mills  manufacture  print  goods,  viz.,  those 
of  S.  L.  Arnold  and  Co.,  riunkett  and  Wheeler,  R.  Leon- 
ard and  Co.  and  Phinkf  tt  and  Brown.  These  mills  con- 
sume, in  the  ajj^i^rep^ate,  about  9,000  lbs.  of  cotton  per  week, 
and  employ  about  184  hands.  Adams,  Seeley  and  Co. 
manufacture  sheetings,  consuming  ^,000  lbs.  of  cotton  pv.r 
week,  and  employing  40  hands.  B.  F.  Phillips  and  Co. 
maaofactore  several  styles  of  goods,  using  cotton  warps. 
They  use  upwards  of  2,500  lbs.  of  wool  per  week,  and 
emgioj  from  50  to  60  hands.  L.  Jm  Brown  and  Co.,carr7 
on  a  paper  mill,  consuming  6  tuns  of  rags  per  week,  and 
employing  60  hands.  H.  Nelson  Dean  tans  about  3,000 
hides,  and  1^)00  calf  skins  amraallj,  and  employs  ten 
hands* 

Adams  is  divided  into  21  school  districts,  and  the  amount 
•HMially  expended  in  schools  is  ahont  i4^000«  In  1840, 
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Nathan  Drurj,  who  Uved  aaA  itiedia  Ftofidn,  kft  *  btqimi 
of  $dyOOO  for  Ihe  ftfthliihmfint  ni  an  academy  in  North 
Adams.  The  aiaidemj  was  erected,  and  waa  appfopmtelj 
oaUed  the  ^  Dnixy  Aoadamj.''  It  was  used  as  an  academy 
for  aboat  8  yean^  oommeneiag  ia  1848,  bat  auice  the  hil 
of  1850)  it  hat  been  oeeapied  six  moatlis  in  the  year  as  a 
high  sobooly  supported  by  the  town.  There  is  a  poUie 
high  sebod  also  at  the  South  Village. 

The  total  taxes  in  1854  were  818^3  84  Tbe  nam- 
her  €i  ratable  poUs  is  1|887.  Tbe  town  has  86  miles  of 
roads,  and  owes  a  debt  of  between  85,000  and  86^000. 
Population  in  1840,  3,639;  in  1850,  6,050;  increase  in 
ten  years,  2,411. 

ALFOED. 

The  town  of  Alford  borders  upon  New  York,  and  is 
smjill  iii  size  and  population.  Its  territory  ia  composed  ot" 
several  tracts  of  land,  iis  tbey  follow :  A  tract  purchai>ed 
of  the  Stockbridge  Indians  in  1756,  known  as  the  8haw- 
eiioii  Purchase,"  and  bordering  on  Egremont ;  the  Green- 
land Grant,"  supposed  to  have  been  granted  to  David  In- 
gersol  of  Great  Barrington ;  a  section  taken  from  Great 
Barringtoiv  652  rods  long  and  210  wide  on  the  North  line, 
and  266  on  the  South;  an  addition  712  rods  in  length  to 
tiie  South  end  of  this  latter  tract,  made  in  1819^  and  a 
small  strip  from  New  York,  that  fell  into  the  town  when 
the  dividiDg  line  between  the  two  States  was  established. 
Theie  were  settlers  upon  this  territory  before  1755,  and 
there  msj  have  been  a  few  £umlies  as  earlj  as  1740. 
Among  the  early  settlers  were  Dea»  Eleaaer  Bwrety  Eben- 
eaer  Barret,  DeL  Bobert  Johnson,  John  and  Simeon  Hurl* 
borty  and  others  of  the  name  of  Speary,  Wileox,  Kelsey, 
Bronson,  Kellogg,  Hamlin,  Baker,  Fenton,  Hunger  and 
Warner. 

The  first  church  was  not  established,  probably,  until 
1780*  It  was  Gongregatioiial,  and  its  pastor,  who  must 
have  been  settled  about  the  time  that  the  church  was  or- 
ganized, was  Rev.  Joseph  A\  ery.  The  disturbances  tliat 
occurred  in  the  time  of  tlie  Shays  Rebellion  created  trouble 
between  tiie  pastor  aud  his  people,  and  he  wa3  dismissed, 
as  it  is  supposed,  in  1787.  His  dbiurch  languished  for  a 
time,  and  then  became  extinct. 
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A  Methodist  Church  was  organized  in  ITO-l,  aud  lias  con- 
tinued to  the  present  time.  It  is  impossible  to  give  the 
succession  of  preachers,  but  the  most  prominent  of  them 
have  been  Rev.  INIessrs.  Lorenzo  Dow,  Daniel  Bromley^ 
Billy  Uibbard,  Pet(  r  Van  Ness  and  Pease. 

The  Secopd  Congregational  Church  or^ranized  in  the 
town,  and  the  only  one  now  existing,  was  funned  in  1?^  IG. 
Rev.  A.  L.  Crandall  was  the  pastor  from  that  year  until 
1850.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Gardner  Haydeo,  and 
he  by  Timothy  Woodbridge,  D.  D.,  in  1852. 

The  redords  of  Alford  appear  to  have  been  imperfectly 
kept,  and  very  little  is  to  be  found  upon  them  of  special 
interest  to  the  public.  The  town  was  incorporated  Feb. 
16,  1773.  It  is  divided  into  four  school  districts,  and,  in 
1854^  $300  was  raised  for  the  support  of  schools.  The 
total  taxation  for  that  year  was  $800.  Agriculture  is  the 
leading  industrial  interesL  It»  however,  eimt^ms  two  im« 
portant  marble  quarries,  which  will  be  fiNind  fully  deserihed 
in  Part  2,  of  this  work.  [toL  1,  pp.  358-9.]  The  town 
owes  no  deht,  has  about  11  square  miles  of  territory,  20 
1..2  mHes  of  toads,  and  125  ratable  polls.  The  population 
in  1840  was  519 ;  in  1850,  536 ;  increase  m  ten  years,  17. 

B£GK£T. 

The  territory  of  Becket  occupies  mostly  No.  4,  of  the 
line  of  four  townships  established  in  1785,  by  the  General 
Court,  reaching,  together,  from  tlie  Connecticut  -to  the 
Housatonic  valley,  and  afterwards  given  to  the  governiuent, 
so  far  as  they  held  a  title,  by  the  Sto(  kbridge  Indians. 
The  township  was  granted  to  Joseph  lirigham  and  59 
others,  in  1785,  and  a  few  settlers  went  into  it  as  early  as 
1740.  They  built  a  sawmill  in  the  Kast  purr  of  tlie  town, 
but  were  obliged  to  leave  and  return  iiome,  trom  tiu;  lio?- 
tility  of  the  Indians.  The  first  permanent  settlement  oc- 
curred in  1755.  The  settlers  were  mostly  from  Connecti- 
cut^ and  bore  the  names  of  Birchard,  Goss,  King,  Kings- 
ley,  Messenger,  Wadsworth,  Wait,  and  "Walker.  The  first 
bom  in  the  town  was  bom  in  December,  1755,  and  died  in 
his  native  town  in  1826.  His  name  was  Jabez  Wadsworth. 
Becket  was  incorporated  June  21,  1765,  and  the  town  was 
organized  July  15th  following,  by  the  choice  of  Nathaniel 
Ehigdey,  moderator  and  derk ;  Nathaniel  King^ey,  James 
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Bircbard  and  Eldad  Taj  lor,  selectmen ;  James  Birchard, 
treaptirer,  and  Jonathan  Walker,  constable.  The  chartered 
boundaries  of  the  town  have  undergone  various  modifica- 
tions. Tt  was  ori<^'inally  laid  out  8  miles  l()n<;  and  4  miles 
and  21 G  rods  wide.  In  1783,  that  part  which  lay  North- 
east of  Westfield  river  was  incorporated  into  Middielicld. 
In  1798,  a  small  tract  was  added  on  the  Southern  part.  In 
1810,  another  addition  was  made  to  it  from  the  district  of 
Bethlehem,  origiiudly  known  as  the  l^orUi  £ley^  Thoa- 
land  Acres. 

Illiistradye  of  the  early  eofltoms  and  necessities  of  the 
inhabitants,  we  copy  a  vote  paaaed  March  25,  17 GG: 
Voted  that  the  letter  B  on  the  near  Sholder,  bo  the 
town  brand,  and  that  Mr.  James  Ferguson  provide  the 
eame.''  This  was  a  provision  against  ^e  loss  of  straying 
cattle. 

Before  the  inoarpomtion  of  the  town,  the  people  pro> 
vided  themselves  with  the  instituti<»is  of  religion.  On  the 
2dtfa  of  December,  1768,  a  church  was  organized,  and  Bev* 
Ebeneser  Martin  was  ordained  as  its  pastor  Feb.  23, 1759. 
He  was  dismissed  Oct  12, 1764.  In  1762,  the  first  meet- 
ing house  was  bnilt.  This  house  stood  until  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  eentury.  After  his  dismissal, 
there  seems  to  have  been  an  eilbrt  made  to  sec  are  the  ser- 
vices of  Rev.  Seth  Lee.  The  town  ofiered  him  £G0,  in 
addition  to  the  lauds  appropriated  to  the  second  settled 
miniskjr,  ms  settlement,  and  £60  as  yearly  salary,  to  be 
paid  one  half  in  provisions.  Mr.  Lee  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  settled.  June  5,  1771,  Rev.  Zadock  Hunn  was 
ordained,  and  he  was  dismissed  in  October,  1788.  ISIx. 
Hunn  was  a  native  of  Wethersfield,  Ct,  and  a  graduate  of 
Yale  in  17 6G.  After  his  dismission,  there  arose  a  disin- 
clination to  support  preaching  by  taxation,  and  Feb.  17, 
1798,  the  First  Congregational  Society  in  Becket  was  in- 
corporated. They  built  a  new  house  of  worship,  by  selling 
the  pews,  which  was  dedicated  Nov.  19,  1800.  No  pastor 
was  settled  until  June  5,  1806,  when  Rev.  Joseph  L.  Mills 
was  ordained.  Mr.  MiUs  died  at  Becket,  Jan«  18, 1841,  in 
the  60th  year  of  his  age,  after  a  peaceful  and  successful 
ministry  of  nearly  35  years.  During  his  ministry,  281 
members  were  admitted  to  the  church.  Bey*  Laviua  Hyde 
was  installed  as  his  sacce^r«  Oct  20, 1841,  and  dinminflftd 
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Jkft.4f  1849.  Daring  his  brief  ministry,  116  memben 
added  to  the  church.  Rev.  Zolva  Whitmore,  the 
present  pastor,  was  installed  Feb.  8,  1852.  In  1849,  the 
old  meeting  house  was  taken  down,  and  a  new  one  erected 
oil  the  same  ground,  which  was  dedicated  June  19,  1850. 

In  1849,  a  very  respectable  portion  of  the  church  re- 
siding in  the  North  part  of  the  town,  leeling  that  a  church 
should  be  established  at  jSurth  Becket,  a  village  growiiig 
up  around  a  station  of  the  Western  Railroad,  were  dis- 
missed from  the  church,  to  the  number  of  55,  on  the  25th 
day  of  September  that  year,  and  were  organized  into  a  new 
body.  Tliey  built  a  meeting  house  at  North  Becket,  which 
was  dedicated  Nov.  21,  1850,  and  April  oO,  1851,  llev. 
Charles  H.  Norton,  the  present  pastor^  was  ordained.  Their 
present  membership  is  aboat  100. 

The  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in  September,  1764, 
and  bad  for  their  first  preacher  Rev.  Robert  Nesbit.  His 
successor  was  Rev.  Amos  Kingsley,  who  was  ordained  in 
IdiO,  and  who  left  the  town  in  181d«  The  next  regular 
pastor  was  Rev.  John  WildeTi  who  was  ordained  in  Janoar 
ly,  1831,  and  remained  about  two  years.  Bev.  Abiam 
Snapp  was  ordained  in  1841,  and  remained  about  the  same 
kngth  of  time.  Jn  1844|  a  new  meeting  bouse  was  built  at 
North  Beckety  the  old  one  at  the  orater  of  the  town  having 
become  unfit  for  use.  In  October  of  this  year,  Mr.  Norman 
Harris^  a  native  of  Becket,  now  a  missicmaiy  in  Burmah, 
iras  ordained  to  the  work  of  the  ministry.  In  January, 
1845,  Mr.  J.  J.  Scarritt  commenced  labor  with  the  church, 
was  ordained  in  the  following  November,  and  continued 
as  pastor  until  April,  1848.  Sept.  1,  1848,  Rev.  Davis  T. 
ShaUer  was  installed  over  the  church,  and  stiii  remains  the 
pastor.    The  present  membership  is  86. 

There  are  some  traditionary  incidents  connected  with 
the  early  history  of  Becket  which  should  be  recorded.  In 
the  South-eastern  part  of  the  town,  on  Wallvcr  Ikook,  i% 
the  site  of  the  first  mill  built  by  tl  ic  seiilers  of  1740.  Here 
was  ^here  the  ongrinal  settlement  was  mad^^  and,  for  a 
time,  Jonathan  Waii^er  and  his  wife  wore  the  only  inlmhit- 
ants.  Dnnng  the  first  winter  of  their  residence  here,  JMr. 
Walker  cut  his  foot  badly,  and  on  that  account  needed  as- 
sistance. Their  nearest  neighbors  were  in  Blandford,  sev- 
eral miles  distant,  with  an  unbroken  wilderness  Iving 
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between.  Mrs.  Walker  did  not  think  it  safe  to  leare  the 
wounded  man  alone>  while  she  eonld  go  for  aid,  so,  witk 
necessity^  she  became  the  oo-mother  of  invention,  and 
tidLing  the  bloody  bandages  fiom  her  husband's  wounds^  she 
ftstened  them  around  theur  horse's  neck,  and  started  him 
in  the  durection  of  Blandford.  There  at  length  the  dumb 
but  eloquent  animal  arriyed  with  his  blood-written  message, 
and  obtained  the  desired  assistance  for  his  owner* 

In  the  early  part  of  the  history  of  the  town,  James  Bddd 
and  Micah  Higley  were  out  hunting  deer.  They  separ 
rated,  and  Radd  supposing  that  he  saw  a  deer,  shot  and 
Idlled  his  companion.  Mr.  Rudd  was  so  overwhelmed 
with  sorrow  that  for  a  time  it  wa3  feared  he  would  become 
insiuie.  A  grave  stone  now  standing  in  the  center  ot"  the 
town  bears  the  following  inscription,  which  sliuws  that  this 
case  does  not  stand  alone:  "In  memory  of  Luke  Viets, 
who  was  shot,  sui>posed  for  a  deer,  and  died  in  Beckety 
Oct.  21, 1757,  in  the  lath  year  of  his  age.** 

Beck  it  was  true  to  the  country  in  the  Revolutionary 
crisis.  Slie  chose  and  instructed  her  delegates  to  the  pro- 
vincial congresses,  and  voted  her  quotas  of  men  and  sup- 
plies. In  1777,  the  selectmen  called  a  meeting,  and  re- 
ported to  the  town  the  names  of  certain  individuals  whom 
they  charged  with  being  "  dangerous  to  the  public  peace  or 
safety.''  At  a  subsequent  meeting,  these  persons  came 
before  the  town  with  a  long  and  humble  petition,  acknowl- 
edging their  error,  and  asking  forgiveness,  and  pledging 
themselves  to  do  all  in  ibevc  power  for  the  ^'American 
Cause.**   Seven  men  then  took  the  oath  of  all^;ianoe« 

For  sevml  yeai^  there  has  been  sent  aS  firom  Bedcet 
not  less  than  2,000,000  feet  of  lumber  annually,  mostly 
hemlock  and  spruce,  and  not  less  than  100,000  bushels  ct 
eharcoaL  ThelatterismosUy  sent  to  Boston  by  Chaffee  & 
Brothers.  There  are  two  tanneries  at  North  Becket,  owned 
by  J.  W.  "Wheeler  tc  Co.»  where  50,000  sidesof  upper  leather 
are  furnished  for  maiket  annually.  They  employ  from  40 
to  50  men  hi  the  business.  There  are  18  sawmills  in  the 
town,  including  one  driven  by  steam. 

A  new  burial  place  was  laid  out  by  the  town,  at  Notth 
Becket,  March  6,  1854.  The  first  burial  occurred  there 
June  4,  1854. 

The  following  individuals,  profe^ional  men,  originated 
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lA  B>dbirf.  Tbdr  lait  readence  Is  givm  go  ftr  as  poMi* 
Me:— Jfeiiiftwi  AraoA  Kingslcy,  ILuailtony  N.  T*,  de- 
eewed;  Al^ah  Kiiigsley,  HraiiltoD,  N.  Y*;  Norman  Har* 
lisy  Mifl^ooarf  to  Bormi^;  Franklin  Austin,  Henrj 
Ajaetin,  Samuel  Q.  Austin,  graduates  of  Union  College. 
Physiciam — John  M.  Brewster,  frraduaiii  of  Medical  de- 
partment of  I  larvard  University,  now  residing  at  Pitts- 
lield ;  Oliver  E.  Brewster,  graduate  of  Willinma  College 
and  Berkshire  Medical  Institution,  Pittsfield;  John  Brews- 
ter, graduate  of  Berkshire  Medical  College,  8|)rindield  ; 
Va**?^al  White,  graduate  of  Fairfield  Medical  Instimtioii, 
Stockbridf^e ;  Amos  R.  White,  graduate  of  Berk-hire 
Medical  Institution,  dead ;  Elijah  R.  ^Vhite,  graduate  of 
Coluriibia  CoUc^re,  A\  asliingtori  City,  D.  C,  Surgeon  in  the 
Army,  and  member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of 
the  State  of  Florida,  dead.  Lawyers — Bishop  Perkins, 
Ex-Member  of  Congress,  Ogdcnsburg,  N.  Y.;  Matthew 
PerkinSy  Ogdensburg,  N.  Y.,  dead ;  Crocker  Conant,  Og- 
deoBbuxg,  N.  Y.,  dead  j  Matthew  Birchard,  late  Jadge  of 
Supreme  Court  of  Ohkv  and  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  of 
U.  S.;  Horace  N.  Chapman,  Racine,  Wisconsin,  and  Ebene- 
ser  Wal  dcn,  late  Mayor  of  BiiffiUoi  and  Judge  of  Circuit 
Court,  N.  y.  ' 

There  are  ten  school  districts  in.the  town.  In  1853, 
$796  was  ai^ropriated  for  schools,  of  which  $600  was 
xaised  by  tax.  The  taxation  &r  all  purposes,  excepting 
highways,  in  1853,  was  $2,183  08.  In  1854^  the  sum  was 
increased  by  $600.  The  highway  tax,  (there  are  80  miles 
and  144  rods  of  roads,)  amounting  in  1854  to  $1,000,  is  a 
separate  tax,  and  is  usually  paid  in  labor.  The  number  of 
ratable  polls  in  1853,  was  350.  Population  in  1840, 1,128 ; 
in  1850, 1,229  j  increase  in  ten  years,  101. 

CHESHIRE. 

Cheshire  was  incorporated  March  14, 1793,  and  contains 
within  its  boundaries  a  tract  of  land  known  as  New  Provi- 
dence, and  sections  of  territory  taken  from  Savoy,  Wind- 
sor, Lanesborough  and  New  Ashibrd.  The  South  line  of 
Cheshire  has  many  angles,  made  at  the  time  lis  boundaries 
"were  established,  in  order  to  «nit  the  relii^ious  views  of  the 
inhabitants.     Presbyterian  families  were  h  it  in  Lanes- 

iMKM^  and  the  line  SO  settled  aa  to  take  the  Baptist  iami^ 
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lies  into  Cheshire.  The  iirst  town  meeting  was  held  in 
April,  tbllowlng  the  incorporation.  James  Barker  was  the 
first  town  clerk,  and  Daniel  Brown*the  tirst  representative 
to  the  General  Court.  The  early  settlers  came  principallj 
from  Rhode  Idland.  Col.  Joab  Stafibrdy  Joseph  BemMtt 
and  Grov.  Cook  were  the  first  proprietors  of  New  Provi- 
dence, and  named  their  tract  in  honor  of  Providence,  K.  I. 
Gov.  Cook,  it  is  said,  rode  a  horee  tpom  Stafford's  HiU 
(named  in  honor  of  one  of  the  proprietOTB,)  to  Providenee^ 
a  distance  of  120  miles,  in  21  hoars.  Mi^«  Samuel  Low» 
snbsequently  purchased  a  pait  of  the  grant,  .and  settled  aa 
afimner:  John WelU becime a tcij jnosperoas fimner on 
the 'same  grant,  as  did  also  Jonathan  liticbatdaoiL  Other 
early  settlers  were  John  Buckland,  Simon  Smith,  Amoa 
Smith,  Stephen  Gupenter,  Shuhael  Willmarth,  John  Will- 
marth,  Isaac  Warren,  and  Charles  Sahin.  These  aU  cavie 
in  between  the  years  1767  and  1770. 

Cheshire,  as  a  town,  has  no  Kevoluticmary  history,  but 
soldiers  from  the  settlement  were  in  the  army.  Capt, 
Daniel  Brown,  one  of  the  excellent  union iz;  the  early  set- 
tlers, shouldered  his  musket  with  several  oi'  bis  neighbors, 
and  marched  to  and  fought  at  Bennington,  while  their 
wives  and  children  wept  with  fear  and  apprehension  as 
they  listened  in  their  quiet  homes  to  the  roar  of  the  can- 
non, wliich  reached  them  at  that  distance  from  the  field. 

A  Baptist  Church  existed  on  the  New  Providence  grant 
for  several  years  before  the  incorporation  of  the  town, 
under  the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  Peter  Werden.  This 
church  was  organized  Aug.  28,  1769.  Mr.  Werden 
preached  there  from  1770  until  his  death,  Feb.  21,  ISOS. 
His  successors  were  Rev.  Messrs.  Bartemus  BraymaUi 
Samuel  Bloss  and  Noah  Y.  Bushnell.  Mr.  Bushnell  was 
the  last  pastor.  The  church  declined,  and  at  last  became 
extinct.  The  Society  still  exists,  and  supports  preaching 
part  of  the  time^  on  the  rent,  amountmg  to  about  f  100 
yearly,  of  50  acres  of  land,  given  by  the  first  prop]ietor% 
for  the  maintenance  of  Ana-Baptist  preaching  ^'foce¥er.^ 
Their  M  meeting  house  is  torn  down,  and  they  hold  their 
meetings  in  school  houses.  In  1794^  a^  house  iras  built  a 
little  West  of  Hoosac  Biver,  which  was  occupied  bj^tha 
Second  Society  of  Baptists  for  56  years. .  In  this  houae^ 
after  ^Elder  Nathan  Mason,  Bey*  Mm  Leland  preached 
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during  a  long  miai.>>try.  Mr.  Leian  l  was  a  man  of  mark  in 
his  time.  He  was  concerned  in  all  the  aiiair»  ot  tlie  town. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  1811,- and  labored 
powertuUy  against  the  provisions  of  the,  od  article  of  the 
Bill  of  Rights,  contending  that  legislatures  had  no  power 
to  bind  the  consciences  of  men.  An  interesting  anecdote 
related  of  him  will  illustrate  his  character.  He  resided  in  ^ 
Yirgiilia  at  the  time  of  Patrick  Henry's  defense  of  the 
pai&ies  against  the  exorbitant  salaries  of  the  clergy.  A 
clergyman  conrersing  with  a  parishioner,  and  attempting 
to  justify  the  amount  of  salary  he  receivedy  said :  I  have 
to  study  all  the  week,  to  prepare  to  preach  on  the  Sabbath/' 
WeUf"  said  the  parishioner,  ^  John  Letond  can  preach  at 
a  momentfs  warning."  ^Invite  him  to  preach  for  me  from 
a  text  that  I  will  give  him  on  the  spot^"  said  the  dergy- 
jaan.  Accordingly  an  arrangement  was  made,  and  the 
nature  of  the  occasion,  added  to  the  excited  state  of  the 
public  mind,  served  to  draw  together  on  immense  crowd. 
When  Leland  arose  to  address  the  crowd,  the  text  given 
him  was  taken  from  the  verse  which  speaks  of  the  saddling 
of  Balaam's  ass.  Mr.  Leland  first  commented  on  the  ac- 
couut  from  which  the  text  was  taken,  and  then  said  he 
should  divide  his  subject  into  three  parts:  Ist,  Balaam,  as 
a  false  prophet,  represents  a  hireling  clergy.  2d,  the  sad-  * 
die  represents  their  enormous  salaries,  and  3d,  the  dumb 
ass  represents  the  people  who  will  bear  such  a  load.  He 
satisfied  the  audi*  nee,  and,  doubtless,  the  clergyman,  that 
he  at  least  cuidd  int  ach  without  a  week's  preparation* 
Mr.  Leland  wrote  his  own  epitiiph,  which  is  as  follows : 

Here  lies  the  body  of  John  Leland,  who  labored  68  years 
to  promote  piety,  and  Tindicate  the  civil  and  religiouft  rights 
of  all  men.'^ 

A  new  house  now  occupies  the  site  of  the  old  charch  in 
in  which  he  preached.  For  more  than  fifty  years  there  was 
no  organized  church  in  the  town  but  the  Baptist.  In  1823, 
a  Society  of  Reformed  Methodists  was  formed,  which  has 
recently  built  a  new  house  of  worship,  and  is  now  under 
the  pastoral  care  of  Bev.  Mr.  Blanchard.  Jan.  15, 1824, 
a  third  Baptist  Church  was  organized,  under  the  care  of 
Bey.  EInathan  Sweet.  On  the  6th  of  March,  1834,  the 
9d  and  3d  Baptist  churches  united,  and  now  form  the  only 
iridble  Baptist  chardi  in  the  town.  This  united  church, 
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sinoe  Mr.  Leland'a  deaths  has  ei^|ojed  tlie  labors  of  Refr* 
Messre.  ElnatliaQ  Sweety  JoBeph  Rogers,  Piatt  BettB, 
Henry  Qark,  and  F.  S.  Parker,  tlie  latter  of  whom  is  the 
present  pastor.  There  is  now  in  the  town  a  UniyeiBalist 
Society,  which  has  recently  supplied  itself  with  a  new 
hoaae  of  worship.  The  people  of  the  town,  throughout 
nearly  the  whole  period  of  its  history,  have  been  peaceable 
and  united,  in  their  political  and  religious  relations  and 
aifairs,  but  within  the  last  tea  years  they  have  become 
greatly  divided. 

In  1813,  Cheshire  was,  from  its  firm  adherence  to  Mad- 
ison's administration,  made  a  rendezvous  for  British  pris- 
oners. In  1793,  John  Hancock  had  99  votes  for  Governor, 
and  all  others  but  three.  From  that  day  to  1843,  a  period 
of  50  years,  the  people  were  nearly  unaiumons  in  their 
support  of  Democratic  principles,  in  the  popular  under- 
standinff  of  that  term.  Jefferson  was  a  sjreat  fjivorite  with 
the  people  of  Cheshire,  and  to  show  their  repiird  to  him, 
and  their  approval  of  his  policy,  they  made  for  him  a  mam- 
moth cheese,  which  was  sent  to  Washington,  and  there^ 
Jan.  1,  1802,  presented  to  him,  by  Rev.  John  Leland,  as  a 
New  Year's  gift  The  mode  of  its  manu&eture  was  the 
following:  On  a  given  day,  the  dairy  women  of  the  town 
dent  their  cards  to  one  place,  bat  the  qaantity  thas  collected 
was  too  great  to  be  pressed  at  once,  even  in  a  cider  mill,  so 
that  three  additional  cheeses  were  made,  weighing  70  lbs. 
each.   The  big  cheese  weighed  1,450  pounds. 

The  physicians  of  Cheshire  have  been  Doctors  Jenks, 
Cashing,  Seagrares,  Crott,  Lyon,  Brown,  L.  J.  and  T.  & 
Cole  and  Bliss.  For  more  than  50  years,  there  was  no 
lawyer  in  the  town.  There  are  now  two :  John  C.  Wolootfc 
and  Gordon  E.  Cole.  The  merchants  have  all  been  success- 
All,  and  eminently  so  were  Moses  Wbloott  and  Hon.  Bus- 
sell  Brown.  There  are  now  four  stores  in  the  town,  besides 
four  that  are  connected  with  manufacturing  and  other  busi- 
ness establishments. 

The  water  power  of  Cheshire  is  not  very  extensive. 
The  principal  stream  is  the  Hoosac  River.  Elisha  Jenks 
owns  a  cotton  mill  near  the  North  line  of  the  town.  There 
are  two  tanneries,  one  grist  mill,  five  saw  milis,  and 
one  mill  for  sawing  staves,  &c..  by  steam  power,  1,000,000 
of  which  are  made  annually.    The  exports  from  Cheediii^ 
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amount  to  7,500  tuns  annually.  In  July  last,  834  tuns  of 
freight  were  sent  from  Cheshire  Depot.  The  principal 
articles  of  export  are  butter,  cheese,  potatoes,  glass,  glaaa 
sand,  iron,  leather  and  lumber.  A  description  of  the  glass 
works  of  Cheshire,  with  a  description  of  its  exquisitelj 
beautifal  glass  sand,  has  been  given  in  the  Seoond  part  of 
this  work.  [voL  1,  pp.  372-3-4.]  Since  the  construction 
of  the  Pittsfieid  and  Nor^  Adams  Railroad,  the  wood-laiid 
of  the  town  has  qoadrupled  in  value.  The  town  is  still  ftr 
mousfor  its  butter  and  cheese,  and  does  honor  to  the  English 
town,  a  famous  dairy  distriet-^r  which  it  was  oriffmXfy 
named.  Six  hnndred  thousand  feet  of  timber  went  fN>m 
Cheshire  to  bui]4  the  dam  across  the  nver  at  £[ofyolcie* 

Educational  interests  have  received  commendable  atten- 
tion. For  six  years  previous  to  1854,  $700  was  raised 
annually,  for  the  support  of  schools.  In  the  latter  year, 
the  amount  was  increased  to  S900.  A  sdect  school  has 
been  well  sustained  in  the  center  of  ihit  Un\n  for  several 
years,  at  a  cost  of  from  $300  to  $400  uiinually,  wholly 
drawn  from  subscriptions.  The  population  in  1800,  was 
1,200 ;  in  1840,  954  ;  in  1850,  1,238  :  increase  in  ten  years, 
284.  There  nve  probably  1,500  inhabitants  in  the  town, 
now,  brought  in  by  the  development  of  new  interests,  and 
the  increased  value  of  all  the  property,  under  the  stimuiua 
of  Railroad  facilitieB. 

CLARKSBURG. 

Field's  History  of  Berkshire  gives  the  following  descrip* 
tion  of  the  territory  of  which  Clarksburg  is  formed : 

"  When  Col.  William  Bullock  measured  out  the  grant  which 
bears  his  name,  he  was  compelled,  in  oider  to  complete  his 
complement  of  23,040  acres,  to  extend  it  round  Bernardston's 
grant  He  intended  to  reach  the  line  of  Vermont ;  bnt  not 
knowing  proobelv  where  it  was,  and  careful  not  to  lose  any 
part  of  his  grant  by  going  into  that  State,  he  stopped  a  mile 
short  of  the  line,  and  proceeded  Westwards,  four  or  five  miles 
along  the  North  line  of  Bernardston's  grant  and  Adams.  The 
part  of  Bullock's  grant  which  lies  North  of  this  grant  and 
town^  and  west  of  Monroe,  together  with  the  gore  which 
separates  it  from  WiUiamstown  and  Vermont  now  constitutes 
Clarksburg." 

The  first  settlement  was  made  in  1769,  by  Matthew, 
Matthew,  Jr.,  EpenettiSy  Daniel  and  Samuel  Ketchum,  and 
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Hiebolas,  Aaron,  Stephen  and  Silas  Clark.  The  Kelok- 
UDB  were  from  Long  Island,  and  the  Clarks  from  Cumber- 
land,  B.  L  The  town  was  incorporated  with  the  name  ef 
Clarksbarg,  Mareh  2, 1798,  receiving  its  name  from  the 
preponderating  ftmUy  then  in  the  town,  aldioogh  the  peti- 
tioners for  the  inccnrporaiion  desired  to  have  it  n«ned 
^  Hndson,"  in  honor  of  a  man  of  that  name  who  was  aop- 
posed  to  have  felled  tiie  first  tree  on  the  territoiy.  The 
town  is  very  mountainous,  and  is  particularlj  adapted  to 
the  production  of  butter,  cheese  and  wool.  The  town  hsiS 
produced  line  lumber  lor  many  years. 

The  early  settlers  were  Baptists,  and  about  14  year^ 
after  the  first  settlement,  they,  with  certain  occupants  of 
unincorporated  lands  now  within  the  boundaries  of  Stam- 
ford, Vt,  built  a  meeting  house  near  the  province  line.  It 
was  a  rude  affair,  and  was  only  used  during  the  sumnit^r 
for  a  few  years.  Followin^r  a  revival  of  religion  occurring 
about  this  time,  26  persons  from  Clarksburg  joined  the 
Baptist  Church  at  Cheshire  Four  Corners.  In  1799,  a 
church  was  formed  called  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Stamford  and  Claxksburg,  consisting  of  about  60  members. 
About  this  period,  a  Methodist  clafls  was  formed.  But 
regular  preaching,  for  any  great  length  of  lime,  has  never 
been  enjoyed  m  Clarksburg,  and  at  the  present  time  there 
is  no  settled  minister  in  the  town.  The  people  are  all 
Baptists  or  Methodists  with  hardly  an  exception*  Some 
of  the  people  attend  church  regulariy  in  adjoining- towns. 

Agricultare  is  necessanly  the  chief  business  of  the  peo- 
ple. Lumbering  is  carried  on  to  a  considerable  .extent, 
with  the  making  of  boxes  for  manufactories.  The  town  is 
divided  into  four  school  districts,  and,  in  1854^  raised  for  < 
the  support  of  schools,  $200.  It  contains  18  square  miles 
of  territory,  has  70  ratable  polls,  and  owes  a  debt  of  SI  00. 
The  population  in  1840  was  403 ;  in  1850,  394 ;  deci-ease 
in  ten  years,  9. 

DALTON. 

Dalton  was  originally  known  as  "  Aslmelot  Equivalent," 
and  was  granted  to  Oliver  Partridge  and  otliers  of  Hat- 
field, as  an  equivalent  for  a  township  granted  them  on  the 
Ashuelot  River,  in  New  Hampshire.  That  township  was 
then  supposed  to  be  within  the  Massachusetts  Colony,  hut. 
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«o  nmaiag  the  UA  between  the  two  colonies,  it  fell  williiii 
New  Hampshirei  and  the  grant  was  transferred  as  abore 
stated*  The  first  setllenient  was  made  in  175$.  Dr.  Perea 
Marsh,  a  graduate  of  Hairard  College,  and  afterwards 
Judge  of  &e  County  Coprt,  Daniel  Frost,  Nathaniel  Kel* 
logg,  and,  soon  afterwards,  Joseph  Chamberlin,  moved  into 
the  South  part  of  the  township,  near  the  line  of  Pittsfield. 
About  1770,  William  Cady,  Josiah  Lawrence,  and  Abijah 
Parks  moved  into  the  East  part.  Josiah  Lawrence  built 
tlie  first  grist  mill,  where  the  only  one  in  the  town  now 
stands.  The  to^v^  was  incorporated  March  20,  1784,  and 
was  named  in  honer  of  Hon.  Tristram  Dalton,  then  speak- 
er of  the  House  of  Representatives.  In  1795,  about  5,000 
acres  were  added  to  tlie  town  from  Windsor,  and  in  1804, 
2,50i)  acres  were  taken  from  the  town,  and  ineorporated 
into  Hinsdale.  This  left  the  territory  nine  miles  in  length, 
from  North-east  to  South-west,  with  an  average  width  of 
leas  tban  2  1-2  miles — covering  an  area  of  about  13,000 
acresi  and  embracing  the  beaatiful  valley  so  much  admired 
by  travelers  approaching  it  through  the  hills  in  Hinsdale, 
from  the  East,  or  in  descending  Hancock  mountain  from 

the  West. 

The  town  of  Dalton  was  not  incorporated  until  after  the 
close  of  the  Reyolntionary  struggle,  and,  consequently,  there 
are  no  town  records  of  what  the  inhabitants  did  in  the 
Bevolutionary  cause.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  action 
of  the  people  then,  they  afterwards  became  alienated  from 
the  government  In  the  time  of  the  Shays  BebelUon,  the 
town  was  openly  among  the  disaffected.  Li  1786,  at  a 
town  meeting,  it  was  "  voted  that  the  town  will  defend  in 
the  law  him  or  them  who  may  refuse  the  person  or  proper- 
ty of  any  individuals  that  may  be  ti.ken  upon  an  executioii 
from  the  treasurer  of  this  Commomvealth,  for  the  sum 
charged  upon  this  place  as  its  propoilioii  of  the  beef  tax.** 
Amono^  those  who  joined  in  the  in<urroetion,  were  Major 
Samuel  Wiley,  and  his  two  sons  Robert  and  Samuel,  ( Vijit. 
Abijah  Parks,  Selah  Goodrich,  Calvin  Sprague,  Benjamin 
Chamberlin,  Josiah  Famam,  Josiah  Lawrence,  Rufus  Cady, 
Andrew  Spafford,  and  Phinehas  Cady.  A  vote  passed  by 
the  town  Dee.  27th,  of  the  following  year,  shows  that  the 
people  were  still  implacable,  for  reasons  which  will  appear 
^  the  vote  itself^  here  following: 
41 


4^  *  UUU.T01I. 

"  This  meeting  being  called,  among  mhet  ihings,  to  hear 
and  consider  the  Constitution  or  frame  of  Governnnent,  re- 
ported by  the  Fetieral  Coaventiou,  begun  and  held  at  i'hila- 
delphia  ou  the  first  Monday  in  Mav  last,  the  said  ConstitutioOi 
together  with  the  Resolve  of  the  General  Court  of  this  Com- 
moawealth,  of  the  20th  of  October  last,  subjoined  thereto,  be* 
in^  re^d :  In  order  that  Posterity  may  be  informed  what  Ideas 
this  Town  entertained  of  their  natural  Rights  as  Men,  at  this 
interesting  Crisis  of  our  Federal  Union,  and  may  know  that 
their  ancestors  could  feel  an  Iiguryi  it  was  thereupon  jB«so^i'«</i 
fifrn'me  contradicenie 

First,  that  all  men  in  certain  Cases,  are  unequivocally  and 
equally  entitled  to  the  enjoyment  of  certain  natural  Rights. 

"Secondly,  that  the  forming  themselves  into  society,  and 
e.siablibhiiiii;  a  frame  of  Government  is  the  common  and  ecjuai 
Right  of  all  men,  and,  therefore,  the  Idea  of  any  other  quali- 
fication than  a  uompetency  of  understanding  and  common 
Sense,  in  order  to  be  entitled  to  a  voice  in  that  business^  is 
absura. 

"  Thirdly,  that  the  Resolve  of  the  General  Court  above  men- 
tioned, which  excludes  this  Town  from  a  Representation  in 

the  State  Convention  to  be  held  nt  Boston  on  the  2d  Wednes- 
day of  January  next,  to  whom  the  said  Constitution  is  sub- 
mitted for  their  as5;ent  and  Ratification,  is  partial,  and  a  man- 
ifest Infringement  oi  our  natural  Rights,  as  members  of  tiiis 
Community. 

"  Fourthly,  that  it  is  agreeable  to  the  clearest  principles 
of  natural  Justice  and  true  Liberty,  that  no  people  or  persons 
can  be  righteously  bound  bj  Laws  to  which  there  has  been  no 
Consent  given  in  person,  or  by  Representation;  therefore  the 
town  of  Dalton,  oeing  thus  separated  from  the  Privileges, 
ought,  in  reason  and  Justice,  to  be  exempted  from  the  Burthens 
and  Obligations  of  that  Government  the  Rept  of  the  Commu- 
nity may  see  fit  to  establish,  without  us,  for  themselves." 

Notwithstanding  this  unhappy  state  of  afiairs,  arrange- 
ments were  made  tor  the  support  of  the  institutions  of  re- 
ligion. Dea.  William  Williams,  who  had  removed  to  the 
town  from  Hatfield,  by  his  influence  with  Col.  Israel  Wil- 
liams and  Dea.  Obadiah  Dickinson,  obtained  from  them  a 
donation  of  285  acres  of  land  in  the  South  part  of  the 
town,  for  the  support  of  the  Congregational  ministry.  The 
land  was  sold,  by  permission  of  the  Legislature,  and  ihe 
proceeds  have  since  been  invested  in  a  parsonage,  con- 
venient to  their  meeting  house,  erected  in  1812«  The  Con- 
gregational  Church  was  oi^ganized  February  1 6^  1735.  Tha 
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church  was  irregularly  stJpplied  with  jireacliing  until  Mai'cli,  • 
1795,  when  Rev.  Janioa  Thompson  was  ordained  as  the 
pastor.    He  remained  until  17V)*J,  when  lie  was  dismissed. 
His  reLHilarly  settled  successors  have  been  Rev.  Ebenezer 
Jennings,  from  1802  to  1834 ;  Rev.  Harper  Boise,  from 
1835  to  1841 ;  Rev.  Thomas  A.  Hall,  from  1841  to  1847  j 
Rev.  Oliver  M.  Sears,  from  1847  to  1853,  (when  he  was. 
remoyed  by  death) ;  and  Rev.  Timothy  A.  Hazen,  who 
was  settled  in  1854,  and  still  remains  the  pastor. 

A  MethodiiBt  Society  was  started  in  1812,  composed 
chiefly  of  dissenters  from  CongregatiooaliflOdi  while  some 
attached  themselves  to  it  from  poUtical  motives^  connected 
with  the  last  war  with  England^  and  others  still  on  account 
of  the  change  in  the  location  of  the  meeting  house,  the 
OoogregatioQalists  haying  built  a  new  one  that  year.  At 
first,  they  had  circuit  preaching  every  alternate  Sabbath. 
In  1834,  they  built  a  neat  and  conyenient  meeting  house, 
in  the  modem  style,  since  which  time  they  have  largely 
increased,  and  for  the  last  eight  years  have  supported  sta- 
tion preaching. 

The  water  power  of  Dalton  is  equal  to  any  in  the  county, 
and  although  pretty  well  improved,  there  are  still  some  oi 
the  best  water  privileges  unoccupied.  The  facilities  for 
transportation  to  and  iVoui  market,  located  as  t4ie  town  is 
upon  the  Western  Railroad,  make  it  a  most  desirable  place 
for  manufacturing.  Especially  is  it  adapted  to  the  manu- 
facture of  paper,  from  the  abundance  of  perfectly  pure 
spring  wah  r  which  it  posse^^ses. 

The  Ibllowiiii:^^  advcrtisenient,  which  appeared  in  the 
Pittsfield  wSun,  is  the  record  of  the  first  attempt  made  to 
paper  iu  Berkshire  County : 

Americans ! 
£QCOurage  your  own  Maniifactoriea, 
and  they  will  improve. 
Ladies,  ba.ve  your  Rags  ! 
As  the  subscribers  have  it  in  contemplation  to  erect  a  Paper 
mill  in  Dalton,  the  ensuing  Spring,  and  the  business  being 
very  beneficial  to  the  ccmtmnnity  at  large,  they  flatter  them- 
eelyes  that  they  shall  meet  with  due  encouragement.  And 
that  every  woman  who  has  the  good  of  her  country,  and  the 
interest  of  her  family  at  heart  will  patronize  them,  by  Saving 
her  Bagflii  and  sending  them  to  their  manufactory,  or  the  near- 
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*  mt  storekeeper— For  wlddi      rabteiibea  wiU  gmwkgm^ 
mom  piioe. 

Henry  WiswalL 
Zeuas  Crane. 
John  VViiiard. 

Worcester,  Feb.  8lh,  1801. 

In  aoooidiiioe  wHh  this  notice,  the  fini  puper  mill  mm 
Mh  bj  'WiswaUy  CSrane  and  WiUard^  and  eomBMaoed 
operalioiis  in  1802*  The  cataMiahmentiB nowcaUed  <*<Md 
Berkshire.'*  Here  thejr  maniifiictared  abmit  20  tnna  of 
paper  per  annnm^  nntal  1807,  when  Wiawall  and  OaracMi 
came  Into  poesession,  and  ccmtinued  the  bmdneBS  until  1810. 
Sinee  that  time,  it  has  been  run  by  David  Carson  and  his 
sons.  The  present  owners,  T.  G.  and  W.  W.  Carson,  have 
gr»  <itly  improved  and  added  to  the  establishnieiit,  and  now 
maiuiiactiire  180  tuns  of  line  paper  annually,  worth  20  ctfi. 
per  lb.,  and  employ  in  their  business  00  hands. 

The  Pioneer  Mill  was  built  by  Zenas  Crane  and  Martin 
Chamberlin,  in  1809.  Zenas  Crane  became  the  sole  pro- 
prietor in  1822.  In  1842,  having  in  the  meantime  amassed 
a  handsome  fortune,  he  transferred  the  property  to  his  sons, 
Zenas  M.  and  James  Crane,  who,  under  the  firm  of 
Crane  &:  Co.,  manufacture  about  100  tuns  of  fine  paper  par 
annum,  part  of  which  is  bank  note  and  bond  paper. 

Defiance  Mill,  now  owned  by  Henry  Chamberlin  &  Co., 
was  baiit  by  David  Carson,  in  1821,  and  transferred  to  the 
present  proprietors  in  1840.  They  work,  up  about  SO  tana 
of  stock,  and  make  about  60  tnns  of  cap  and  ledger  paper 
per  annnm,  employing  20  hands. 

Excelsior  Mill  was  built  in  1844,  by  Z.  M.  and  J.  K 
Crane,  where  they  mannfactare  colored  paper  eaccliiaiTely, 
to  the  amonnt  of  200  tans  per  annnm. 

The  Bay  State  Mill  was  formerly  the  Ashaelot  Woolen 
Factory,  and  was  converted  into  a  paper  mill  by  Cranes  ^ 
Wilson,  in  1851.  In  this  mill,  300  tuns  of  white  and  huff 
paper  are  made  annually,  exclusively  for  envelopes.  They 
employ  20  hands,  and  there  have  been  made  in  the  mill 
during  the  past  year,  10,000,000  envelopes. 

A  blast  furnace  was  erected  near  the  center  of  the  town, 
on  the  Housatonic  river,  in  180(',  in  which  much  business 
was  done  up  to  1816,  when  it  was  burnt.  The  privilege  is 
now  united  with  that  of  the  woolen  factory  below,  owned 
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bj  V.  Westooi  making  26  feet  head  ittid  fiiU, and  producing 
the  best  privilege  and  location  for  manufacturing  in  the 
town. 

A  tanneiy  was  erected  by  Simeon  M.  Dean  in  1852. 
He  baa  invested  a  capital  of  $7,000,  employs  9  hands,  and 
turns  out  SI 2,000  worth  of  leather  annually. 

On  the  North  MounUiin,  there  are  5,000  acres  of  luntl, 
mostly  covered  with  valuable  timber.  At  its  base,  on  the 
2^orilk  branch  of  the  Housatonic  river,  and  the  small  streams 
which  empty  hito  it,  are  eight  saw-mill»,  witliin  the  distance 
of  one  mile,  which  manufacture  two  and  a  half  millions 
feet  of  lumber  annually,  mostly  hemlock  and  spruce,  that 
finds  a  ready  market  in  Pittsficld,  which  is  principally  sup- 
plied with  lumber  and  wood  from  this  town.  The  hard 
luiubLi-  sent  to  market  by  railroad.  Two  more  saw-mills 
Odd  a  turning  shop  are  being  erected. 

There  are  inexhaustable  beds  of  second  rate  marble  and 
lime  stone  near  the  center  and  East  part  of  the  town,  suit- 
able for  building.  One  lime  kiln  now  in  operation  turns 
•  out  12,000  bushels  annually. 

Daltcm  is  divided  into  seven  school  districts ;  appropria- 
tion for  their  support  in  1854^  $600.  Total  taxation  for 
all  other  puiposes,  $2,154;  ratable  polls,  261;  legal 
Totersy  212 ;  population  in  1840,  1,143 ;  in  1850, 1,055 ; 
decrease  in  ten  yean,  88. 

EGREMOIilT. 

The  Vidian  reserration,  made  at  the  time  of  the  purchase 
of  the  lower  Housatonic  township,  extended  through  the 
present  town  of  Egreraont.    A  considerable  part  of  this 

was  leased  by  the  chic  is  ui'  the  Stockbridge  tribe  to  An- 
drew Kurner,  October  20,  1740;  and,  in  175G,  a  portion 
of  the  reservation  was  purchased  of  the  Indians,  and  this 
tract  becamti  known  as  the  "  Shawenon  Purchase."  It  was 
"  bounded  East  on  Sheffield,  South  on  Indian  land,  West 
on  the  land  lately  laid  to  Robert  Noble  and  others,  called 
Nobletown,  and  to  extend  Ncfr-th  as  far  as  said  Xobletown, 
to  the  North-East  corner  ot  said  town ;  to  run  East  over 
to  the  Stockbridge  West  line/*  This  tract  of  land,  for  the. 
consideration  of  £20,  was  conveyed  to  Ebenezer  Eul  lwin, 
Aaron  Loomis,  Josiah  Phelps,  Benjamin  Tremain,  Samuel 
ColTev,  SamuA  Welch,  David  Winchell  and  several  otherst 
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Nobletown  was  West  of  the  diyiding  line  between  Mttaa^ 
ehosetts  and  New  York,  being  at  tbe  present  time  a  part 
of  the  town  of  Hillsdale.  In  October,  1756,  another  tract 
of  land,  afterwards  known  as  the  Spoor  Grants  was  con- 
veyed by  the  Indians  to  Isaac  and  Ck>melius  Spoor,  and 
others*  Kamer^s  lease  passed  from  hand  to  hand  until  it 
was  lo^t  sight  of.  At  last,  between  thirty  and  fbrtj  years 
it  came  into  the  possession  of  William  F.  Gragg  of 
Augusta,  Y.,  who  laid  a  claim  to  the  land  which  it  cov- 
ered. In  1  S2(),  however,  the  occupants  paid  him  $400  for 
his  right,  and  ilius  adjusted  the  claim. 

The  permanent  settlement  of  the  land  now  covered  by 
E^reraont  took  place  in  1730.  There  were  probably  some 
faniiru  -  jrom  New  York  on  the  ground  earlier,  who  sup- 
posed it  to  be  within  the  limits  of  tlint  colony.  Among  the 
early  settlers  were  Andrew,  Kobert,  Nicholas  and  Jacob 
Kanier  ;  John,  Isaac,  Jacob  and  Cornelius  Spoor;  Ebenezer 
Baldwin,  Aaron  Loomis,  Josiah  Phelps,  tTohn  Perry,  Timo- 
thy Hopkins,  Elias  Hopkins,  Nehemiah  Messenger,  Benja- 
min Tremain,  Samuel  Colver,  Samuel  Younglove,  Wm. 
Webb,  Jonathan  Welch,  Samuel  Welch,  Robert  Joyner, 
Gideon  Church,  Ebenezer  Smith,  Aaron  Sheldon,  Israel 
Tajlor,  Wm.  Roberts,  Joseph  Hicks,  Edward  Bailey, 
Abraham  Andrews  and  John  Fuller.  The  tract  was  set^ 
tied  with  considerable  rapidity,  and  was  incorporated,  with 
Its  present  name^  Febmaiy  15, 1700,  as  a  district  of  Shef* 
fields  The  frst  district  meeting  was  held  in  March,  the 
same  year,  when  Samuel  WincheU  was  chosen  clerk,  and 
Jonah  Westover,  Timothy  Kellogg  and  Isaac  Spoor  were 
elected  selectmen. 

In  1767,  the  people  erected  a  meeting  house,  raised 
money  to  procure  preaching,  and  invited  Rev.  James 
Treadway  to  become  their  pastor.  Mr.  Treadway  declined 
the  invitation,  and  during  the  two  or  three  following  years 
a  number  of  candidates  were  employed.  February  20, 
1770,  a  Congregational  Church  w^a>  ov^nnhed  ;  and  on  the 
28th  of  the  same  month,  Rev.  Eliphalet  Steele  of  West 
Hartford,  Ct.,  a  graduate  of  Yale  Collejre  in  1704,  was 
ordained  as  the  pastor.  Mr.  Steele  remained  v.  Itli  tlu;  peo- 
ple, with  entire  harmony,  until  the  time  of  the  Shays  Re- 
bellion, when,  many  of  his  parishioners  being  among  the 
inalcontent^,  they  became  his  enenies,  from  the  fiact  that  he 
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did  not  sympathize  with  them.  Some  of  them  entered  his 
house  fit  Tiiorht.  aiul,  after  inflictinL^  sundry  personal  indigiii- 
ties  upon  him,  stul'^  liis  watch  and  several  articles  ofcloth- 
mg.  The  disturl)ini^  ( Icments  thus  introduced,  never  be- 
came thoroughly  l  ecoiiciied,  but  Mr.  Steele  remained  with 
his  people  until  April  29,  17D4,  when  he  was  dismisned* 
The  church  gradually  diminished  in  numbers  after  this,— 
left,  aa  it  was,  without  regular  preaching, — until  1814,  when 
it  was  considered  extinct.  In  1 8 1 6,  another  Congregaticoal 
church  was  formed,  consisting  of  14  members,  but  no  pastor 
was  settled  until  November  23,  1820,  when  Bev.  Gardner 
Hayden  was  ordained.  Mr.  Ilayden  was  a  native  of 
Bhudtod,  and  a  graduate  of  WiUians  College  in  181& 
He  remained  the  pastor  of  the  chnrch  until  October  20, 
1881,  when  he  was  dismissed.  Rer.  Saul  Clark  became 
his  successor,  June  5, 1884,  and  was  dismissed  October  81, 
1889.  He  was  succeeded,  Marofa  11, 1841,  by  Bev.  John 
Goddard,  who  died  November  4th  of  the  same  jear.  Bev. 
John  G.  Hall  was  installed  in  his  place  in  1842,  and  con* 
tinned  until  April  2,  1850,  when  he  was  dismissed,  at  his 
own  request.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Elias  Clark,  who 
was  ordained  January  7,  1851,  aud  dismissed  April  20, 
1854.  The  church  has  now  no  settled  pastor.  The  inte- 
rior of  the  meeting  house  used  by  this  church  has  been  re- 
modeled and  improved  during  the  past  year,  a  lecture-room 
has  recently  been  erected  near  it,  and  the  church  numbers 
74  members.  Tlie  house  erected  in  1767  was  built  near 
the  center  of  the  town,  uiirl  was  used  until  183?^,  when  the 
present  edifice  was  erected  in  South  Egremont  village. 

The  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in  1787,  and  em* 
faraoed,  at  that  time,  members  from  several  of  the  adjoining 
pyvna.  Their  house  of  worship,  erected  in  1817,  and  re 
paired  in  18d0^  with  essential  interior  improyementS)  stands 
near  the  Tillage  in  the  North  part  of  the  town.  The 
society  was  iocorporated  in  1808.  The  pastors  have  been 
the  following:  Elder  Jeduthan  Gray,  who  resided  in  the 
vicinity,  and  preached  to  the  people  ahont  20  years ;  Elder 
John  Nichols, from  ISOd  to  lail ;  Elder  Daniel  Sherwood, 
who  succeeded  him  in  the  latter  year,  and  who  was  soo- 
ceeded  in  1818  by  Elder  EHaha  HnhbeU;  Elder  Enos 
MarsbaU,  who  commenced  in  1824 ;  Elder  Harmon  Ellis 
who  succeeded  in  1834 ;  Elder  Palvin  Mmiroe,  in  1887  ; 
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Elder  Salmou  Ilatob,  in  1839;  Elder  Dmiel  Gmnt  who 

diinl  in  1843,  ami  who  was  succeeded,  in  1844,  by  Rev. 
liiijjaiuin  C.  Cran<iall;  Rev.  Samuel  Pome roy,  wlio  suc- 
ceeded Mr.  Craiuhill  in  1847;  Rev.  Cephas  I'aseOj  who 
succeeded  Mr.  runu  ruy  in  1840,  and  who  still  remains  the 
pastor.  The  ehurch  is  Iiarmonious,  and  numbers  70  mem- 
bers. The  most  interesting  revival  that  has  occurred  in 
connection  with  this  church  was  in  1  HI r>-17,  under  the 
ministry  ot  Elder  iSherwood.  At  that  Ume,  100  were  added 
to  tlie  riiurch. 

The  Methodist  Society  ejected  a  house  ot  worship  in 
1830,  in  which  regular  preachiDg  is  maintained. 

The  people  took  so  active  part  in  the  BevolatioKiar7 
mr«  and  90  devoted  were  they  that  not  a  tofj  was  suffered 
to  dwell  in  the  town  during  Uie  war.  A  party  of  tocieSt 
sent  firom  the  Livingston  Manor,  came  over,  and  encamped 
near  the  present  burying  ground  at  North  figremont,  but 
were  driven  back*  During  the  skirmishing  a  toiy  named 
Fields  was  captured,  who,  on  the  discovery  upon  his  per* 
son  of  a  lieutenant's  oommiBsion,  was  sent  to  West  Point* 
Much  of  interesting  history  was  doubtless  destroyed  with 
the  town  recoids,  when  the  town  clerk's  oAee  was  burnt  In 
1838. 

•  Egremont  is  divided  into  five  school  districts.  An  in*  ' 
corporated  academy  was  built  in  1828,  and  flourished  for 
several  years,  but  it  has  declined  until  it  is  little  more  than 
a  select  school.  Considerable  attention  is  paid  to  schools, 
and  pnrticular  attention  is  uow  turned  to  the  improvement 
of  scli(»ui  house«5.  During:  the  past  year,  an  elegant  and 
commodious  ^(  Iiool  building  was  eiected  at  South  Egre- 
mont. The  amount  appropriated  tor  schools  in  1S54  was 
♦C^.J, — of  which  sI'jU  was  from  the  State. 

The  appropriation  for  paupers  and  contingent  expenses, 
in  1854,  was  S300;  for  repair  of  highways,  S450.  The 
State  tax  was  t(24dy  and  the  county  tax,  $400.  The  town  . 
has  now  but  one  pauper,  and  no  debt ;  and  its  pcctioa  of 
the  surplus  re venae---$  1,900 — ^is  invested  as  a  permanent 
fund,  to  be  used  by  the  town  for  eueh  purposes  as  it  ma/ 
deem  best* 

The  people  cf  Egremont  are  mostly  devoted  to  agricul* 
tore.  Farms  and  &m*houses  have  been  greatly  impiovadt 
and  the  prodnoto    tillaUe  land  incveased  w<iklgifWUblm 


FLORIDA. 


4M 


the  hti  Maen  yean*  Corq^  rye,  oals  «id  wkeat  m  Urn 
prineipai  grains  raised. 

There  are  three  post  offices,  one  each  at  the  villanres  of 
North  Egremont,  South  Kurernont  and  Egreaiont  Plain; 
also,  in  the  town,  two  public  lioustis  (it  entertainment,  four 
stores,  two  grist-mills  and  four  saw-mills.  David  Dallzell 
is  engaged  at  South  Egremont  in  the  manufacture  of  pleas- 
ure carriages,  to  the  value  of  $50,000  yearly,  which  f?o  (o 
the  Boston  and  New  York  markets.  He  also  makes 
$15,000  worth  of  patent  axles  annually,  which,  with  ahont 
{^0,000  ^\  (jrth  of  wood  material,  he  fumiphrs  to  other  car- 
rin^e  builders.  He  operates  both  with  water  and  steam 
power.  There  is  a  chair  and  cabinet  ware  manufactory  in 
which  considerable  business  is  done*  About  half  a  mile 
West  of  the  village  of  North  £gremont,  Thomas  Wood 
carries  on  a  flouring  mill.  His  lour  and  feed  he  sends 
mostly  to  the  Eastern  towns  of  the  county,  and  exchanges 
them  for  hemlock  lumber,  large  quantities  of  which  are 
brought  back,  and  sold  to  the  people  of  Gokimbia  coimty, 
N«  Y.,  for  building  purposes. 

The  oldest  dwelling-honse  in  Egremont  isbnilt  of  iMrid^, 
and  stands  near  the  village  of  Souyi  Egremont  The  lb- 
sonic  emblems-^  sqnre  and  compass — and  the  year  ^  1761'* 
are  defined  upon  its  heavy  walls  by  the  mode  of  laying  the 
brick. 

The  population  of  Egremont  in  1840  was  1,036;  in 
1850,  1,031 ;  decrease  in  ten  years,  5. 

FLORIDA. 

The  Northern  part  of  the  town  ol  Florida  was  granted 
to  the  town  of  Bernardston,  in  considemtion  of  the  loss 
sustained  by  that  town  in  running  the  line  between  Massa- 
chusetts and  the  New  Hampshire  Grants,  now  the  State  of 
Vermont.  The  tract  was  known,  for  many  years,  as  "  Ber- 
nardston's  Grant."  liullof^k's  Grant  and  King's  Grant,  so 
called,  each  contributed  tcrritoi  y  to  Florida,  which  was 
incorporated  as  a  town,  June  16,  1805.  The  first  settler. 
Dr.  Daniel  Nelson,  went  upon  the  territory  in  1783.  He 
was  from  Stafford,  Ct.  Previous  to  1795,  Paul  Knowlton 
ftoad  Shrewsbury,  Sylvanus  Clark  from  Southampton,  Na- 
than Drury  from  Shelbume,  Jesse  King  from  Deerfieldi 
«ttd  Slephsii  Staples  inm  Adanis>  joined  him,  and,  soon 
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after  this,  the  settlemeot  was  quite  numerously  re-inforced. 

A  Baptist  Church  was  formed  in  1810,  with  about  20 
members.  This  society  own  a  meeting-house,  which  was 
baiil  in  1824,  bat  their  supply  of  preaching  has  been  irreg'* 
ular.  Among  those  wlio  liave  ministered  to  them  have  been 
Ber.  Messrs.  Nathaniel  McCaUoek,  John  G^reen,  Wm«  Bo- 
gart  and  Noah  Y.  BushnelL 

A  Gmgregational  Charch  was  formed  May  4^  1814,  with 
11  members.  This  body  remains  smalli  and  exists,  in  a 
measnre,  as  a  branch  of  the  diorch  at  North  Adams,  by 
wliose  pastor  it  is  occasionally  supplied  with  preaching. 

A  ^  Christian'*  Chnrch  was  formed  in  1835,  with  twenty 
members  or  upwards,  and  with  Bev.  Seth  Boss,  as  pastor. 
Preaching  was  enjoyed  for  several  years,  but  the  ^urch  is 
now  extinct 

A  Universalist  Society  was  formed  in  1880.  They  own 
no  meeting-house,  but  bave  preacliing  a  part  of  the  time. 
Amonjr  those  who  liave  supplied  llicm  were  Kev.  Messrs, 
David  IkiUou,  Daniel  Thayer,  Jusepli  Barber,  Hosea  F. 
Ballou,  Wm.  Wilcox,  O.  O.  French  and  Joy  Bishop,  who 
is  the  present  pastor. 

The  ind II -trial  intere^s  of  ilic  town  are  mainly  agricul- 
tural, although  a  large  lumber  business  is  done.  Tliere  are 
14.  saw-mills  in  the  town,  owned  respeetively  by  Thompson 
Smith,  S.  A.  Kemp  k  Co,,  Thatcher  Brndlpy,  Wm. . 
Tower,  Sylvanus  Clark,  Levi  N.  Whitcomb,  vStiiliiian  Whit- 
comb,  Levi  Granger,  Charles  H.  Rice,  Wm.  White,  Miles 
H.  Hicks,  Kelley  Sherman,  Chester  Tower  and  Thatcher 
&  Tower.  Their  production  ranges  from  20,000  to  100,000 
feet  of  lumber  per  annum,  to  the  mill.  Kemp,  Brown 
Vincent  carry  on  a  tannerjr  and  grist-milL 

The  names  of  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  town  have 
been  Jesse  King,  Nathan  Drury,  Zadock  King,  Daniel 
Thayer,  Jr.,  Israel  Whitcomb,  P.  Brown  and  Alvah  B. 
FairBeld.  The  n&oney  raised  by  tax,  in  1854^  was  $1,700, 
of  which  S400  was  appropriated  for  schools. .  There  are  7 
school  districts  in  the  town,  45  square  miles  of  territory, 
43  miles  of  roads,  and  140  ratable  polls. 

The  only  &cts  of  Bevolutionary  history  connected  with 
the  town,  now  recalled,  are,  that  four  deserters,  (Irish,) 
from  Burf^oyne*8  army,  previous  to  his  surrender,  went 
into  Florida,  and  supported  themselves  mostly  by  hunting « 
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sad  islihig  fur  eeTeral  years ;  and  that  a  body  of  American 
troops  passed  over  the  moantain  in  mid-wintery  aad  in  their 
terrible  passage,  which  lasted  three  weeks,  came  near 
starving  and  freezing  to  death. 

The  population  in  1840  was  4a5:  in  1850  664*  inctei&e 
in  ten  years,  129. 

GEEAT  BAEEINGTON. 

■ 

The  Southern  part  of  Great  Harrington,  below  the  great 
bridge,  so  called,  was  taken  from  the  Lower  Honsalonie 
township,  afterwards  incorporated  into  Sheffield.  The  sec- 
tion above  the  bridge  belonged  to  the  Upper  Housatonic 
township.  The  lii.story  of  the  f^rant  of  these  townships,  in 
tsufTicient  fijlhiess  of  detail,  will  be  iuund  in  the  Outline 
History,  ami  only  a  brief  recapitulation  will  he  attempted 
here.  In  answer  to  a  petition  of  Joseph  Parsons  and  115 
others,  and  of  Thoni:is  White  and  50  others,  two  townships, 
six  miles  square,  >itM:ited  upon  the  Housatonic  river,  were 
granted  to  them  by  the  General  Court  in  1722.  The  upper 
township  was  surveyed  by  Timothy  D wight  of  Northamp 
ton,  in  OctolM T,  17.*^r>.  It  had  been  encroached  upon  by 
the  survey  of  the  new  Indian  town,**  (Stockbridge,)  and 
contained,  at  the  time  of  the  survey,  22,120  acres.  A  por- 
tion of  this  territory,  upon  the  Western  side,  has  since  been 
incorporated  into  Alibrd,  and  the  portion  East  of  Stock- 
bridge,  united  with  other  adjoining  tracts,  formed  the  town 
of  Le^  when  it  was  incorporated.  About  1740,  the  tract 
was  ineorporated  as  the  Second  Parish  of  Sheffield.  The 
place  was  called  ^  Upper  Sheffield,"  the  North  Parish  of 
Sheffield,**  &c    [See  vol*  1,  p.  1 63  to  171.] 

The  first  settlers  were  mos^j  Dutch,  from  Kindeihook, 
N.  T.,  and  its  Ticmitj,  induding  the  Van  Deuseas, 
BnrghardtB,  HoUenbecks,  Yosburghs,  Spoors,  &c  Great 
Harrington  was  incorporated  as  a  town  June  80, 1761. 
During  the  same  year,  it  was  selected  as  the  seat  of  justice 
for  ^e  county  of  Berkshire,  and  remained  thus  until  the 
county  buildings  and  business  were  removed  to  Lenox. 
The  permanent  settlement  of  tliu  town  took  ])lace  about 
1730,  six  years  before  the  survey  of  the  township  already 
alluded  to.  The  lower  part  of  the  town  was  settled  in 
connection  with  Sheffield.  Among  the  English  settlers 
were  Moses  Ingersol,  Moses  and  William  King,  Thomas 
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Dewey,  He«ckUih  Phelps,  Israel  Orton  and  Joshua  Root. 

Sometime  in  1742,  tli<  inhabitants,  at  a  meeting  called 
for  that  purpose,  agreed  to  build  a  meeting-house  in  ae- 
cordanc'f*  with  thr  early  design  and  arrangemeuta  of  the 
settlirii:  coiuinittct'."  The  house  was  finished  so  as  to  be  fit 
for  occupation  durinj»  the  following  year.  December  28, 
1743,  Rev.  Samuel  Hopkins  was  ordained  as  the  minister 
of  the  parish.  At  this  time  thirty  families  had  beocniM 
midents,  but  when  the  church  was  formed,  on  the  day  of 
wdiiMitioni  it  isonsisted  only  of  John  and  Jonah  Pixley, 
James  Sesftont  Asahel  King  and  Jonathan  Nash.  Dr. 
Hoj^uns  was  a  native  of  Waterbury,  Ct,  and  a  gradaate 
of  Yale  ia  1741.  He  aabaeqaontlj  became  the  author  of 
a  tyatamof  diTinity  whieh  haa  perpetuated  his  nam  m  the 
a^jecthres  ^  Hopkintonian*''  Hopkimian,*'  &o.  He  was 
dismissed  JamMury  18, 1769,  having  admitted  to  the  ehoioh, 
doringfaisunistryfllGniemhen.  From  that  time^thioiti^ 
a  life  wbMk  reached  into  the  present  eeatarj,  he  lived  in 
Newport,  R.  I.  After  \m  dismissioR  from  Great  Barrmg- 
ton,  the  church  remained  vacant  for  more  than  18  years. 
Uu  the  4th  of  May,  1787,  Rev.  Isaac  Foster  was  sciLled 
over  the  church,  from  the  charge  of  which  he  was  dis- 
missed May  4,  17  JO.  After  liis  dismission,  the  ehdreh  was 
without  a  pastor  lor  more  ilnm  16  years,  uutil  the  ordina- 
tion of  iiev.  Elijah  Wheeler,  September  24,  180G.  At  this 
time,  it  had  diminished  to  a  membership  of  only  twenty, 
but  (hiring  his  inini»try,  which  lasted  until  February  12, 
IRlM,  it  increased  in  strength  and  numbers  until  the  m^'ni- 
bership  was  126.  Rev.  Sylvester  Burt  was  installed  the 
same  day  on  which  Mr.  Wheeler  was  dismissed.  He  was 
a  native  of  Northampton,  and  m  graduate  of  Williams  in 
1804.  He  studied  theology  with  Dr.  Lathrop  of  West 
Springfield,  and  had  preriously  been  settled  at  tVestem 
and  New  Marlboro.  Mr.  Burt  died  Jannarj  10,  1836, 
after  hiboring  with  his  peoi^e  thirteen  years,  and  reoeiving 
Into  the  church  197  persons.  On  the  19lh  of  Apnl,  1837, 
Bar.  J.  W.  Ttamer  was  ordained  orer  the  diiaieh  as  his 
soeoessor,  having  supplied  the  desk  firom  the  first  Sabbath 
of  the  previons  September.  He  was  dtsmissed  in  the  Ao- 
tamn  <^  1851,  and^intiie  Spring  of  1852,  the  present  miik- 
ister.  Rev.  S.  S.  N*  -Greeley,  formerly  of  Chicopee,  was 
installed  in  lus  place. 
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Some  of  the  first  settlers  were  Dutch  and  others  English, 
as  has  already  been  seen.  The  former  were  Lutheransy 
•ad  ibt  latter  CongregationalistB.  After  building  a  meet- 
iDg4MNMe  unitedlj,  settling  a  minister,  and  worahipiog  to- 
gether for  a  time,  the  two  parties  seriously  disagreed,  aadf 
out  of  the  diffieiilty,  sprang  an  Episcopal  church,  formed 
mainly  of  people  of  Dutch  extractkm*  The  church  was 
instituted  about  1760,  by  Rev.  Solomon  Fahner,  an  English 
missionary  who  ministered  to  the  church  occasionally  itfter- 
wards,  until  his  dea^  at  Litchfield,  Ct,  in  1770.  Ber. 
Gideon  Bostwick  succeeded  him  at  Great  Barringtou 
during  that  year,  and  during  his  ministry  had  oversight  of 
ikB  Episcopalians  in  Lenox  and  Lanesborough,  and  often 
•  -preached  in  those  places.  He  died  at  New  MiUbrd,  Ct., 
June  13, 1793,  while  on  a  visit;  to  his  inends.  His  vacant 
desk  was  supplied  by  different  individuals  for  several  years, 
until  about  1805,  when  Rev.  Samuel  Griswold  from  Sims- 
bury,  C  t.,  became  the  pastor  and  sustained  that  relation 
until  1821.  Rev,  Solunioa  Blakesley  of  North  Haven, 
Ct.,  a  graduate  of  Yale  in  1785,  was  settled  in  place  in 
September  of  the  year  of  his  retirement,  and  continued 
there  until  May,  1827.  In  September,  1828,  Rev.  Sturges 
(iillH^rt  took  the  paotoral  charge  ot  the  people,  and  con- 
liTiiied  until  the  Spring  of  1839,  when  he  removed  to  llo- 
bai  r,  N.  y.  Rev.  Samuel  B.  Hassard  succeeded  him  im- 
mediately, and  died  in  January,  1847.  He  was  succeeded 
by  Rev.  S.  D.  Dennison,  and  he,  by  Rev.  Justin  Fieldy 
wlu>,  in  turn,  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  John  Woart,  who  was 
dismissed  in  the  Summer  of  1854.  The  church  is  now 
without  a  settled  pastor.  The  first  Episcopal  church  was 
built  in  1764,  and  the  present  edifice  in  1833. 

An  Episcopal  chapel  was  built  at  Van  DeuseDvillOi  in 
1829,  by  this  society.  The  church  at  this  point  was  formed 
in  1839,  and  is  now,  and  for  several  years  has  been,  under 
thecliai^  of  Bev.  Lewis  Green.  The  first  rector  was 
Bev.  Mr.  Parker  of  Stockbridge,  but  previously,  during  the 
period  from  the  building  of  the  chapel  to  the  formation  of 
the  church,  preaching  was  held  at  each  village  altematelyy 
by  the  same  rector. 

A  Methodist  church  was  formed  in  fhe  cmtral  part  of 
the  town  in  1842,  which  is  now  in  a  flourishing  condition, 
and  is  under  the  pastoral  charge  of  Rev.  George  Kerr. 

42  . 
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A  Bi4)d8t  Society  was  incorporated  in  1792,  but  no  churcdi 
or  society  of  this  denomination  now  remains  in  the  town. 

A  Congregational  Church  was  organized  at  Housatonic, 
a  village  of  Great  Barrington,  in  June,  1841.  This  village 
it  about  ftye  miles  Irom  the  central  village,  near  the  line  of 
Stodibridge.  Tlicj  bnili  a  bqose  of  worship  which  vaa 
dedicated  Oct.  12, wh^  Rev.  Gbarks  B.  Bojrnton 
was  settled  as  their  pastor«  Mr.  Boyntoo  was  dismissed 
about  eight  J^an  since,  and  was  saceeeded  by  Bey*  Mr. 
Andrews.   The  church  is  now  without  a  settled  pastor. 

The  Roman  Catholics  erected  a  efaorch  edifice  in  18d4| 
and  are  ministered  to  by  Rev.  Mr.  Cnddihy  of  Pittsfield* 

There  is  no  record  of  town  meetings  held  in  Great  Bar- 
rington  from  Nov.,  1771,  to  Marcli,  177G.  In  this,  as  in 
other  seetiuii-^  oi  the  country,  difFerences  of  opinion  exist- 
ed on  the  great  questions  in  dispute  between  the  colonies 
and  Great  Britain.  These  differences  were,  to  some  ex- 
tent, connected  with  tlie  reli;^ioii<  persuasion  of  the  inhab- 
itants ;  and,  although  a  lai-of<'  niiyurity  were  friendly  to, 
and  patriotic  in,  the  cause  ot  liie  colonies,  there  ^v(  re  those 
who  were  regarded  with  extreme  distrust,  and  who,  in 
September,  1777,  received  a  vote  of  censure  from  the 
town.  The  records  abound  with  votes  for  the  payment  of  . 
the  soldiers,  for  granting  supplies  in  compliance  with  the 
requisitions  of  the  General  Court,  and  for  furnishing  the 
soldiers  required  of  the  town.  Jan.  12, 1778,  it  was  "  voted 
that  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  drawn 
up  by  the  Continental  Congress,  and  laMi  beibre  this  town, 
are  agreeable  to  their  miads,  and  that  our  Representatiyes 
be  directed  to  give  their  votes  in  the  General  Gdnrt  a( 
this  state  to  rat^  the  same.*^  Afker  the  surrender  of  Bu»» 
goyne,  his  army,  or  a  portion  of  .it,  marched  throogh  Greaife 
Harrington  on  its  way  to  Boston,  and  -encamped  near  the 
Tillage.  Amongst  them  was  Baron  Rudesel  with  his  Hes- 
sian troops.  Gen.  Burgoyne  aooompanied  them,  and  was 
detained  a  few  days  by  sickness,  during  which  he  was  en- 
tertalned  by  Elijah  Dwight,  at  his  house,  which  is  still 
standing  in  the  village. 

Prcc^ident  D.wight,  in  his  travels,  presents  the  following 
narrative  of  a  marvelous  occurrence  which  took  place  at 
the  Great  Bridge  in  Great  Harrington,  at  an  early  period 
in  the  history  of  the  town : 
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•  Mr.  Van  RmisselMr,  a  young  gentieinaa  from  Albanyi 
came  one  evening  into  an  inn,  kept  by  a  Mr.  Boot,  just  at  the 
eastern  end  of  the  bridge.   The  inn-keeper,  who  knew  him, 

asked  him  where  he  crossed  the  river.  He  answered,  '  on 
the  bridge.'  Mr.  Root  replied^  that  that  was  impc^ibie,  be- 
cause? it  had  been  raised  that  very  day;  and  that  not  a  plank 
had  been  Jaid  on  it.  Mr  Van  Rensselaer  said  lliat  it  could 
not  be  true,  because  his  horse  had  come  over  it  without  any 
ditficulty  or  reluctance;  that  the  nii^ht  was  so  profoundly 
dark,  as  to  prevent  him  from  seeing  anything  distinctly;  but 
that  it  was  incredible,  if  his  liorse  could  see  suliicieutly  well 
to  keep  his  footing  anywhere,  that  he  should  not  discern  his 
danger,  and  impossible  for  him  to  pass  over  the  bridge  in  that 
condition.  Each  went  to  bed  dissatisfied,  neither  oelieving 
the  story  of  the  other.  In  the  mommg,  Mr  Van  Rensselaer 
went,  at  the  solicitation  of  his  host,  to  view  the  bridge;  and 
finding  it  a  naked  frame,  gazed  for  a  moment  in  astonish* 
ment,  and  fainted.^' 

There  is  a  considerable  amount  of  manulacturing  cai> 
ried  on  in  Great  Bnrrington.  The  Berkshire  Woolen  Co. 
have  a  large  establishment  in  the  village,  and  are  exten- 
sively engaged  in  the  manul'acture  of  cassimeres.  They 
have  also  a  large  Houring  mill — one  of  the  best  in  the 
county  of  Berl^shire.  Rogers  and  Wycoff  of  New  York' 
have  a  mill  for  tiie  manutacture  of  India  rubber  goods,  in 
the  village.  At  Van  Deusenville,  the  "  Richmond  Iron 
Works"  have  a  large  establishment,  which  will  be  found 
fully  described  in  part  2d  of  this  work.  [VoL  1,  p.  367.] 
In  the  same  village^  Miinson  and  Peabody  carry  on  a  cof 
ton  factory  for  the  manufacture  of  sheetings.  The  Monu* 
ment  mills  manufacture  cotton  warps  at  Housatonic  village, 
and  two  last  factories  are  located  at  the  same  point. 

The  most  prominent  of  he  early  settlers  of  Great 
Barrington  was  Gen.  Joseph  Dwight,  and  we  copy  from 
the  History  of  Beilcshire  the  following  sketch  of  him : 

"  Gen.  Joseph  Dwight  was  born  in  Dedham,  in  1703.  His 
early  advantages  lor  education  are  not  known.  In  1733,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  being 
then  an  inhabitant  of  Bruokneld.  Concerning  the  extent  of 
his  practice,  there  is  no  information.  He  soon  entered  upon 
military  life,  and  distinguished  himself  as  commander  of  the 
artillery  of  Massachusetts  in  1745,  at  the  memorable  capture 
of  Looisburg.  on  Cape  Breton,**particularly  in  conveying  the 
erdnaace  ana  military  stores  across  the  extenaive  and  miry 
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morass,  West  ot  the  town,  and  in  the  subsequent  attack  oa 
the  walls.  Ill  1756,  he  went  at  the  head  of  a  brigade  of 
MaasachusetUi  miJitia  to  Lake  Champlain,  in  the  second 
French  war.  Soon  after  his  retnm  from  the  Norths  he  pur* 
^ased  a  situation  in  this  town,  where  he  continued  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days.  When  this  county  was  foimed,  he  wan 
appointed  Judge  of  the  County  Court,  and  Jud<^e  of  ProbatOe;^ 
both  of  which  offices  he  retained  until  his  death  June 9, >6Y5, 
a^ed  62.  His  personal  appearanre  was  very  fine.  He  was 
di;:tiilie(l  in  his  manners,  an  upri^^lit  j ud^e,  and  an  exemplary 
piute-«^(>r  of  the  reli^non  of  the  Gospel.  JNomanintbe  county, 
III  civii  life,  was  more  esteemed.'' 

EdueatioQ  receives  commendable  attention.  The  town 
is  divided  into  seventeen  school  districts,  and  the  amount 
xaised  for  the  support  of  public  schools  has,  for  several 
years,  been  $1,500  annually.  The  Great  Barrington 
Academy,  under  the  superintendence  of  B.  F.  Phillips, 
and  the  Young  Ladies'  Seminary,  in  the  charge  of  Mrs.  L. 
W.  Allen,  are  tioth  flourishing  institutions. 

The  pu|>ulation  of  Great  Barrington  in  1840  was  2,690 ; 
in  1850,  3,274 ;  inci*ease  in  ten  years,  584. 

HANCOCK. 

Haiu  ut  k  occupies  Bixteen  miles  of  the  line  between 
Massachusetts  and  New  York,  but  is  only  about  two  miles 
wide.  The  Northern  half  is  a  contimiDiis  valley  of  great 
fertility  and  beauty  ;  the  Southern,  an  extremely  brokea 
and  irregular  tract.  This  town  was  originally  called  Jeri- 
cho, on  account  oi'  the  high  natural  walls  on  each  side," — 
parallel  ridges  of  tlie  Taghconic  Mountains.  Some  of  its 
best  farms  were  cut  olf  by  the  line  between  Massachusetts 
and  New  York,  and  now  lie  in  the  latter  State. 

The  first  settlement  was  made  in  1762,  by  Asa  Douglass, 
upon  the  first  and  principal  grant  of  land,  made  in  1760, 
to  him,  Timothy  Hm  lhurt  of  Canaan.  Ct,  Col.  John  Ash- 
ley of  Sheffield  and  Josiah  Dean.  Mr.  Douglass  had  been 
unsuccessfully  engaged  in  trade  at  Omaan,  Ct.,  and  con- 
cluded to  go  into  a  newer  country,  to  try  his  fortune.  Jour- 
neying Northward^  inquiring  for  a  good  locality  in  which 
to  settle,  he  was  directed  by  an -Indian  to  this  place.  He 
liked  it,  sought  and  obtained  a  grant  of  1,000  acres,  and 
located  his  dwelling  where  he  afterwards  built  the  large 
house  now  owned  by  Daniel  Gardner.    He  had  seven  soni^ 
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several,  if  not  all  of  whom,  settled  around  hini.  He  was 
soon  juined  m  his  settlement  by  John  Clothier,  Jt\s<e  Squire, 
Aniasa  and  Martin  Johnson,  Benjamin  Davis,  Sjunuel 
Grippen,  David  Spra^rue.  Samu<  1  Hand,  Capt.  Cah  b  Gard« 
ner,  David  Vaufjlm,  KLuhen  Ely,  and  Henry  and  Jona- 
tlian  Hazard.  Xhey  were  mosily  irom.  Ck>uuecticu(  and 
Khode  Island. 

Charles  Goodrich  ol  Pittsfield  obtained  the  grant  of 
the  South  part  of  the  town  in  1761,  which  was  settled 
upon  by  his  nephew,  Daniel  Groodrich,  in  1764.  He  was 
joined  in  the  followinj^year  by  his  father,  Benjamin  Good- 
rich, who  brought  with  him  all  hh  sons,  viz :  Benjamin,  Sam- 
uel, Nathan,  David,  Ezekiel,  £lizur,  Hesekiah,  Jeremiah, 
and  Enoch.  Jeremiah  Osborne  and  his  son  Heaekiahy  and 
Israel  Taloott,  settled  there  abont  the  same  time*  As 
many  of  these  settlers  afterwards  became  Shakers^  this 
grant  embraced  in  its  Soathem  part  the  land  now  held  by 
those  people  in  Hancock,  and  Mew  Lebanon,  N.  also. 
Soon  after  the  second  grant,  small  grants  were  made  in  the 
North  part  to  Dea.  Samnel  Brown  of  Stoekbridge,  and 
CoL  Farrington.  The  remainder  of  the  land  was  sold  by 
a  committee  of  the  General  Court,  to  the  actual  settlers,  inr 
1789. 

Hancock  wa?  incorporated  as  a  town,  July  2,  177(j,  and 
was  named  in  honor  of  Jolm  Hancock.  The  first  town 
meeting  was  held  Aug.  21st,  fltllowing,  at  the  house  of 
Esquire  Douglass.  Born  with  the  Revolutionary  period, 
the  town,  in  its  action,  was  worthy  alike  of  its  natal  year, 
and  it?  name.  Kfirl)'  in  its  meetings,  it  "  voted  that  a  com- 
mittee l»e  a{)|)(jiritf^(l  to  procure  such  evidence  as  may  be 
obtained  against  all  persons  charged  by  the  inhabitants 
of  this  town  as  being  enemically  disposed  towards  this,  or 
any  of  the  United  States."  The  people  voted  that  tories 
shoal^  not  be  permitted  to  remain  in  the  town,  and  that 
any  one  conung  into  the  town  to  live  sliould  bring  a  certifi- 
cate from  the  town  he  had  left  that  "  since  the  year  1775, 
his  conduct  has  been  friendly  to  these  American  States*"^ 
Asa  Douglass  took  a  ^ery  active  part  in  the  Revolution, 
and  declared  that  he  would  sooner  see  all  his  sons  fall, 
than  witness  the  defeat  of  the  cause  of  liberty.  His  son, 
CSapt.  Wm.  Douglass,  C^pt  Bills,  Lieut  James  Smith,  and 
■evefal  others  from  Haaooek,  were  in  the  battle  of  Ban- 
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nin^on,  the  gang  of  whicb  wepft  heard  by  their  wives  and 
Ikmilies  at  home.  Whitman  Vaughn,  Clark  Gardner,  and 
—  Sweet  fell  in  that  battle.  Durinp:  the  day,  the  wife 
and  daughter  of  Lieut.  James  Smith  walked  the  high 
moontain  at  the  North-east  of  1^  town,  listening  to  the 
fer-oif  roar,  and  full  of  anxkras  solicitude  for  the  hosbattd 
and  father*  As  night  approached,  the  wife  felt  a  presentiF 
ment  of  her  husband's  safety,  and  his  speedy  retom ;  and, 
hastening  down  the  mountain,  said,  *^  Molly  put  the  kettle 
on,  and  prepare  the  supper,  for  Jamie  is  coming  home  to- 
night, and  will  soon  be  here.**  ^  Jamie"  certainly  sooii 
came  in,  having  received  a  furkmgh  for  only  one  night. 

In  religious  sentiment,  the  settlers  and  their  deseendanlB 
were  mostly  Baptists.  A  Baptist  Church  was  organized 
in  June,  1772,  which  was  ministered  to  from  the  first  by 
Rev.  Clark  Rogers,  from  West  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  Jan.  14,  181)0,  in  the  77th  year  of 
his  n£re,  and  the  34th  of  his  ministry  to  this  church.  He 
had  t  wo  b(>ij>,  Sainiiel  and  William,  both,  like  their  lather, 
distinguished  ministers  of  the  Gospel.  Tin?  successors  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Rogers  have  been  Rev.  Messrs.  Justus  Hall, 
Robert  Niles,  Julius  'Beman,  Northrup.  »Seth  Jones,  John 
Leland  and  John  Vincent,  chiefly  limited  sii})plies  from 
1806  to  1831 ;  from  the  latter  date  to  184i),  F.  8.  Park,  J. 
D.  Rogers,  E.  Tucker,  G.  C  Tripp,  H.  Ellis,  Einathan 
Sweet  and  Piatt  Betts ;  from  1849  to  1851,  G.  S.  Stock- 
well  ;  from  1851  to  1852,  Wm..Bowen ;  since  1852,  A.  P. 
Viets,  the  present  pastor.  The  church  has  had  three 
houses  of  worship, — the  first,  a  log  house,  snoceeded  in 
1797  by  a  frame  building  on  the  same  site  (between  Ite 
present  residence  of  Wm.  Hadsell  and  Mr8«8n8«n  Foster,) 
and  a  house  in  the  village^  finished  in  1851.  The  umih- 
hership  of  the  dmrch  has  been  reduced,  from  Turioin 
causes,  until  it  numbers  only  about  SO.  £aeeQpdng  tlie 
Shakers,  this  is  the  only  religious  society  in  Hnoock. 
Its  deacons  have  been  Robert  and  Galeli  Carr,  chosen  in 
1772 ;  Thaddeus  Pstchen,  1794 ;  Daniel  Smitii,  1821 ; 
Justus  Goodrich,  1824;  Gardner  Smith,  1831;  Lyman 
Eldridge  and  Wm.  Smith,  1849. 

The  Shaker  Village  is  located  in  the  South-eastern  part 
of  the  town.  It  contains  a  meeting  house,  oiilce,  t  wo 
school  houses,  several  dwellings  and  numerous  shops,  the 
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latter  occupied  by  joiners,  hatters,  coopers,  blacksmiths, 
Besides  these,  there  is  a  errand  architectural  curiosi- 
ty— a  circular,  stone  bam, — which  has  been  visited  as  a 
curiosity  by  thousands  of  people.  This  barn  was  erected 
in  1836,  and  has  a  eirrumf'erpnre  of  270  feet.  The  out^ 
side  of  tills  circle  is  occupied  by  stables,  the  inaiigers  to- 
wards the  center,  and  the  entrances  from  t})e  various  yards 
that  surround  the  building.  The  covering  of  this  <  ir(  le 
of  stables  is  the  barn  floor,  which  is  entered  and  Icll  by 
teams  at  one  and  the  same  door,  by  driving  around  the 
circle.  The  hay  occupies  the  central  area,  which  will  hold 
a  vast  deposit.  £ight  or  ton  teama  can  occupy  the  floor  at 
0ne  time. 

In  Jane,  1780,  sevend  individuals  in  the  South  part  of 
4ke  town  embraced  the  views  of  the  Shakers,  and  this  was 
the  origin  of  the  New  Letianon  and  Hancock  communities. 
Thcj  began  at  that  time  to  visit  Mother  Ann  Lee,  and  the 
alders  at  Escuania,  N.  Y.,  and  became  so  much  impressed 
that  tiiey  returned  and  set  up  worship  in  the  same  style* 
They  built  a  meeting  house  in  1784.  Some  of  the  first  of 
4(0  sect  were  John  Deming,  Hezekiah  Osbom,  Daniel, 
Kathan,  David,  Eaekiel,  Heaekiah  and  Jeremiah  Good*- 
rich,  Israel,  Josiah  and  Joseph  Talcot,  and  Joshua  Cogs- 
well, the  lattcM'  froai  Pittsfield.  The  sect  has  risen  from 
compai  ntive  indigence  to  wealth.  They  own  now  from 
3,000  to  o>,()00  acres  of  land,  holding  the  entire  breadth  of 
the  Southern  portion  of  the  town,  with  extensive  domains 
in  Pittsfield  and  Hiehmond.  Everythinjj  they  have  is  of 
tlie  be>t,  and  every  piece  of  property  they  possess  bears 
the  impress  of  their  peculiarities. 

There  is  notliin^r  to  be  said  agniiist  the  Shakers  except 
tlint  their  religion  involves  the  siirriiicc  of  the  purest  and 
most  ennobling  relations  of  life,  and — (theoretically)  the 
depopulation  of  the  world. 

The  first  school  house  in  Hancock  was  buUt  immediate- 
ly  after  its  settlement,  on  the  Douglass  grant,  near  where 
James  B.  Chapman^s  residence  now  stands.  The  next, 
built  after  the  town  was  divided  into  districts,  stood  on  the 
site  now  occupied  by  the  shop  of  Thcmias  Acox.  It  was 
roughly  made,  large,  and  cold  in  winter,  and  110  scholars 
often  assembled  within  its  walls*  There  are  now  seven 
nhool  dislriots,  an4  the  number  of  schpligrB  in  the  town, 
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between  the  age-  '  t  fixe  and  tilteen  years,  is  175, — 50  of 
the^e  being  rtmon^  the  Shakers.  The  school  tax  for  18r>4: 
was  The  Hancock  Classical  Institute,  midrr  the 

charir**  of  Clmrles  F.  Gil^^on,  maintains  a  high  ^^^Uuid^  and 
htnA  been  in  oj»eration  tor  scn  eral  years. 

The  people  are  mostly  engaged  in  agriculture,  being 
specially  devoted  to  wool-growing  and  the  dairy,  in  which 
they  are  pre-eminently  successful.  The  tot  grist-mill  and 
faw-mill  in  the  town  were  built  by  John  Gardner,  a  few 
rods  ifoin  the  present  dwellii^  of  Manning  L.  White. 
There  are  now  in  the  town  four  saw-miUs,  one  griat>i«ill» 
one  elothiery,  two  woolen  fiustoriea^  one  iron  foundiy^  one 
tannery,  and  shops  of  the  necessary  trades  in  full  snpplj; 
The  principal  woolen  fiwtory  is  owned  by  Messis*  Imo 
and  George  Barker ;  the  other,  bj  John  Taylor  and  8mtB» 

The  first  child  bom  in  the  town  was  Wul  Dooglase^ 
grandson  of  Asa>  Job  Gardner,  brother  of  John,  beeane 
a  physician,  and  died  in  Symma,  N«  Y»  Hon*  Rodsftaa 
Hassard,  John  Gardner,  and  his  son,  S.  H.  Gardner,  (the 
klter  the  only  lawyer  ever  resident  in  the  town,)  Imye 
been  widely  known  and  much  esteemed,  in  Western  Massa- 
chusetts.  Stephen  Arnold  Douglass,  the  father  of  the 
**  Nebraska  rerlidy,"  is  a  lineal  descendant  of*  Asa  Doug- 
lass. The  Illinois  senator's  grandfather  lived  in  the  North 
part  of  the  town,  in  a  liouse  which  he  built,  and  which  is 
still  standinjn^.  He  married  a  daughter  of  Stephen  Arnold 
of  Steplientown,  N.  Y.,  a  town  adjoining  Hancock.  They 
bad  a  son,  whom  they  very  naturally  named  Steplum 
Arnold  Douglass,  and  the  family  removingr  to  Vermont, 
this  son  had  a  son,  whom  lie  very  natinaliy  nan ud  after 
himself,  and  thi?  son,  Vermont  born,  is  no  other  than  the 
w^ell-known  demagogue  of  Illinois.  The  first  physician  in 
Hancock  was  Dr.  Gad  Stebbins,  but  he  did  not  remain 
long,  and  his  professional  successors  have  never  Ibond 
inducements  to  make  their  residence  permanent. 

Hancock  has  for  many  years  been  a  temperance  towa* 
A  healthy  public  sentiment  established  a  Maine  Law  of 
its  own.  There  is  not,  consequently,  a  pauper  in  the  town^ 
and  there  has  not  been  one  that  properly  belonged  there 
for  several  years. 

The  tax  for  all  purposes  in  1854  was  91,375  08.  Tiie 
town  is  free  from  debt,  and  has  a  fmid  of  $1,884.  Tbe 
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twrritwy  unoaiits  to  32  square  nilas;  vUn  of  -roacl,  27 ; 
population  in  1840,  958 ;  in  1850,  770 ;  decrease  in  ten 

jears,  188. 

Hancock  abounds  in  the  most  interesting  scenery,  and 
possesses  natural  features  tiiat  would  be  well  worthy  a 
minute  description,  in  an  effort  less  strictly  historical  than 
the  present. 

HINSDALE. 

Tlie  town  of  Hinsdale  is  situ  itcd  on  tlie  Western  slope 
of  the  Green  Mountain  range,  in  the  basin  ot  the  Eastern 
branch  of  the  Housatouic.  it  is  bounded  East  by  Peru, 
South  by  Washington,  North  by  Windsor,  and  West  by 
JPialton,  and  contains  about  seventeen  thousand  acres.  The 
town  is  watered  by  the  Eastern  and  middle  branches  of 
the  Housatonic  and  their  tributaries.  The  middle  branch 
tekes  its  rise  in  Peru,  runs  North  of  the  center,  through  ft 
section  called  Torrey  Town,  and  unites  with  the  £asteni 
touich,  in  Dalton.  On  the  banks  of  these  streams  are 
large  tracts  of  valuable  meadow  land^  which  are  annnallj. 
flowed,  producing  large  crops  of  good  hay.  A  portion  of 
thisse  meadows,  on  the  ^  Leffingwell  gnmt,*^  were  brought 
into  cultivadon  as  early  as  1780,  when  labor  was  extremely 
cheap ;  fcHT  we  are  told  that  the  price  paid  per  day  to  able 
bodied  men,  in  clearing  those  meadows,  was  ibnr  quarts  of 
Turk's  Island  salt.  The  soil  on  the  uplands  and  hill 
sides  is  fertile,  and  affords  rich  pastures.  When  the  coun- 
try was  lirst  settled,  the  principal  products  were  wheat, 
rye,  coi  ii,  uats,  flax,  wool,  Tnaple-suf]^ar,  butter,  cheese,  beef^ 
pork  and  potash.  The  last  named  articles  found  a  market 
in  New  York.  Large  quantities  of  tow  and  ftilled  cloth 
were  manufactured,  mostly  for  home  use;  but  since  the 
intro<]nction  of  cotton,  the  farmers  have  stopped  raising 
flax,  and  tt|e  musii'.  (jf  the  spmning  wheel  has  become  ob- 
solete. In  1795,  the  territory  w  as  incorporated  as  a  parish, 
by  the  name  of  the  West  Parish  of  Partridgetield. 

Partridgefield  was  purchased  at  auction  June  2,  17G2, 
£or  £1,460,  by  £liaha  Jones,  and  was  named  after  one  of 
the  subsequent  proprietors,  Oliver  Partridge  of  Hatfield, 
The  first  settlement  of  the  town  commenced  about  1763,  by 
the  arrivai  of  David,  Thomas  and  Francis  Miller,  from 
Middlebniy.   Frauds  Miller  was  afterwards  employed  b7 
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the  Government  to  survey  the  bouudary  line  between  the 
States  of  Kew  Yurk  and  ^Ia."isa('hu?ett.«. ;  also  the  route  for 
till'  middle  turn})ik('  road  from  iio-tnu  over  the  mouiuain  to 
Albany.  Soon  after  tln-se,  Nathan  and  Wilson  Torrey  of 
Kliode  island,  and  IMnuea?,  Joseph,  Zacheus,  and  Michael 
Watkins  of  Ho|)kinion,  .settled  in  town;  also  Nathan  Fisk, 
who,  in  1791,  built  the  first  oorn  and  saw  mill,  for  which 
important  service  he  received  a  bounty  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  2oO  acres  of  land.  These  mills  stood  in  the  South- 
east part  of  the  town,  on  a  water  privilege  now  improved 
by  Wm.  Lyman  &  Son,  in  manufacturing  forks.  In  17  7  i, 
Kathaniel  Tracy,  James  Wing,  and  Amasa  and  Nehemiah 
Frost  came  into  tbe  town.  From  1775  to  1800,  a  large 
number  of  £amilies  settled  here.  They  were  mostly  from 
Connecticut.  Two  of  the  persons  from  that  State,  £ev, 
Xiftsodore  HimwiaJe  and  Bidiard  Starr,  were  instriunental 
in  organising  the  Congregational  chixrch,  in  Dec,  1799^ 
with  a  membership  of  23  persons. 

At  this  time,  the  people  were  occasionally  supplied  witb, 
preaching  by  Rev.  Theodore  Hinsdale  and  Bey.  John 
land.  The  place  of  worship  in  the  winter  waa  in  a  school 
hoaie»  on  the  conaonf  and  in  the  summer  in  the  bam,  now- 
owned  by  Capt.  John  Peirce*  In  1796,  the  population  had 
80  far  increased,  that  it  became  expedient  to  build  a  meet- 
ing house,  and  measures  were  accordingly  adopted  for  tluit 
purpose.  The  vexed  question  of  selecting  a  spot  upon 
whieli  to  build,  was  amicably  settled  by  a  committee  of 
menibi  rs  of  the  parish,  from  various  parts  of  the  town.  In 
accordance  with  the  custom  of  the  age,  the  site  selected  was 
a  hill,  near  the  center  of  the  town.  The  materials  lor  the 
house  wei'e  i'urni-li('d  by  members  of  the  parish,  whieli, 
like  those  of  boiomon's  Temple,  were  prepared  in  diiiereut 
localities.  It.  was  voted  by  the  parish  that  the  "square 
timber  be  fitted  to  frame,  to  the  acceptance  of  the  master 
workman,  or  the  owners  should  receive  no  credit  for  the 
same."  The  underpinning  stone  came  firom  Chesterfield, 
sixteen  miles  distant.  In  1798,  a  frame,  52  by  4i  feet, 
with  an  additional  ten  feet  for  porch  and  belfry,  waa  piil 
itp.  In  the  year  following, the  house  was  finished,  at  a  cost 
of  £1,230,  and  in  the  autumn,  it  was  dedicated.  Rev.  Jott- 
athan  L.  Pomeroy  of  Worthington  preaching  the  serixu»n« 
When  the  building  of  the  house  was  undertaken,  it  was 
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determined  to  defray  the  expense,  by  the  sale  of  the  pew?». 
In  accordance  with  this  phiri,  it  was  voted  that  a  vendue 
be  had,  and  that  liquors  be  furnished  for  the  iis<»  of  the 
vendue,  at  the  expense  of  the  parish.  "  Tiie  auction  trans- 
pired, and  under  the  elevating  effects  of  the  ardent,  the  bids 
were  spirited,  the  pews  bringing  good  prices.  When  the 
money  was  called  lor,  it  was  ascertained  that  many  of  the 
purchasers  had  i ailed,  and  others  had  absconded.  This 
Terj  much  embarrassed  the  contractors,  in  meeting  their 
engagements,  and  the  original  plan  of  seUing  the  pews  was 
abandoned.  Those  persons  who  were  able  to  paj,  relin- 
quished their  pews  to  the  parish,  and  it  was  TOt»l  to  assess 
the  whole  amount  npon  the  parish  by  a  direct  taz«  This 
coarse  indaced  many  to  ^  certilic^^  from  the  Society^  and 
a  number  of  law  suits  grew  out  of  the  operation.  Thia 
saddled  a  very  heavy  debt  upon  the  remaining  members, 
upon  some  of  whom  it  pressed  with  great  severitj.  The 
burden  was  borne  with  patience,  and  great  sacrifices  were 
made  to  meet  the  payment.  '  Some  individuals  parted  with 
their  last  oow,  and  to  free  the  parish  from  debt,  the  women 
spun  tow  and  linen  by  the  light  of  pitch  pine  knots.  One 
individual  came  into  town  the  year  the  tax  was  assessed, 
and  aUliuugh  his  personal  effects  consisted  of  only  a  few 
mechanic's  tools,  a  case  of  drawers,  cliest,  side-saddle  and 
pillion,  and  he  could  not  get  trusted  for  one  half  of  a  ten- 
score  hog,  fatted  upon  beach-nuts,  his  tax  was  about  SIOO. 

In  1800,  the  parish  was  so  tar  out  of  debt  that  it  pro- 
ceeded to  settle  a  minister.  In  1801,  the  church  invited 
Rev.  Caleb  Knight  to  become  their  pastor.  He  was  or- 
dained in  April,  1802.  June  21,  1804,  the  parish  was  in- 
corporated into  a  town  with  the  name  of  Hinsdale,  in  honor 
of  Rev.  Theodore  Hinsdale,  one  of  the  first  settlers.  In 
1807,  the  first  bell  for  the  Congregational  Church  was  pur- 
chased, Theodore  Hinsdale  Jr.,  giving  SIOO  towards  it.  In 
1816,  Rev.  Caleb  Knight  was  .dismissed,  at  his  own 
qaesty  and  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Wm.  A.  Hawley,  who 
was  ordained  in  July,  1817,  and  dismissed  in  January, 
184L  His  saccessor,  Bev.  Seth  W.  Bannister,  was  settled 
Jone,  1841,  and  dismissed  April,  1846.  In  the  Febraarj 
following,  (1847)  Rev.  Edwsurd  Taylor  was  ordained,  and 
in  Oetober,  1850,  was  dismissed.  He  was  sacceeded  bj 
Bev.  P.  K.  Qstkj  the  present  pastor,  who  was  ordained  m 
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Junef  1852.  During  the  last  fifty  years,  revivals  have  beeu 
frequent  Thirty-nine  persons  were  added  to  the  churck 
during  1853.  The  present  number  of  members  is  206 — 
74  males  and  132  females.  The  sums  contributed,  mostly 
by  members  of  the  parish,  to  the  benevolent  objects  d 
the  day,  in  1853,  were:  for  American  Bible  Society, 
SI 88  25;  for  Foreign  Missions,  S242  43;  for  Americaa 
Tract  Society,  1132  09;  for  Education  Society,  SI  18  50; 
for  building  churches  at  the  West,  $100 ;  for  Seamen's 
Friend  Society,  $94  22;  for  Western  Colleges,  S64  50 1 
for  Doctrinal  Tract  Society,  $20;  for  Sabbath  Schools^ 
$18  08:  Total  of  subscriptions  for  1853,  $1,188  50. 

In  1797,  the  Baptist  Society  was  organized,  prineipally 
through  the  instmmentalily  of  Joshua  Jackson,  Nathaa 
Torrey  and  Eleazer  Cady.  It  was  composed  of  individ* 
uals  living  in  this  and  the  neighboring  towns.  For  somei 
years  after  the  Church  was  organized,  Elder  Eleazer 
Smith  was  their  minister.  He  was  succeeded  by  Abram 
Jackson,  who  was  ordained  in  1809.  As  the  Society  liaJ 
no  house  of  worship,  the  ceremony  was  periurmed  m  the 
Congregational  Church.  In  1813,  the  Society  erected 
their  first  meeting  house  in  the  center  of  the  town.  Elder 
Juck^Jii  tlieir  preacher  thirty  years,  when  infirm 

health  cnnij idled  him  to  reHiKiuish  the  ofiiee.  The  iliider 
was  of  large  physical  frame,  and  ]>revious  to  his  call  to  the 
ministry,  was  an  excellent  druiunier,  and  one  of  the  best 
mowers  and  wrestlers  of  the  age.  He  was  a  useful 
preacher,  and  was  highly  esteemed  by  his  fellow  citizens, 
and  when  he  went  down  to  the  grave  he  had  not  an  ene» 
ray  in  the  world.  He  was  succeeded  by  Elders  Cady, 
Whipple  and  Reynolds.  Mr.  Reynolds  was  a  practical 
printer  from  Vermont.  In  1850-^1,  the  Society  built 
a  large  and  commodious  house  of  worship,  near  the  Rail- 
road depot,  at  a  cost  of  about  S5,000.  The  Church  now 
consists  of  80  members.  ^Kev.  Mr.  Goodwin,  late  of  Col* 
linsville,  Ct,  and  graduate  of  Williams  College,  is  their  ' 
present  pastor. 

About  the  year  1806^  a  few  individuals  residmg  in  the 
South  part  of  the  town,  and  others  living  in  WasUngton, 
sympathizing  with  the  Methodists^  and  anxious  to  se^ 
cure  religious  and  ecclesiastical  institutions  in  harmony 
wifli  their  views  and  prindples,  commenced  holding 
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meetings  in  the  school  house,  in  what  was  then  call  Wing 
Town.  The  principal  persons  enoraged  in  the  mailer  were 
Nathan  AN'anier,  Levi  Lovelaud,  Mr.  Forbes,  Mr.  Legar, 
and  Jos.  Witter.  The  meetinfi^s  were  usually  conducted 
by  a  licensed  exhorter,  and  occasionally  Elder  Gi  ceu  of 
Pittsfield  came  out  and  i)reacl)ed.  The  Society  increased 
in  numbers,  and  subsequently  was  embraced  in  Dalton^ 
Washington  and  Middlefield  Circuit,  and  was  statedly  sup- 
plied with  preaching  by  itinerants.  la  1830,  the  Society 
erected  a  snbstanticd  brick  church,  in  the  center  of  the 
town,  and  now  consists  of  80  members.  The  desk  is  now 
supplied  by  a  resident  pastor,  Rev.  Hannibal  U.  Smith* 

There  are  about  iAj  CSatholic  fieunilies  in  town,  mosUj 
Irish,  who  haye  no  hxmibist  worship,  and  nsuaUy  attend 
one  of  their  own  fidth  in  Fittsfleld.  In  the  early  settle* 
iMSt  of  the  town,  there  were  Uiree  or  four  fiunilies  of 
Shakers,  followers  of  Ann  Lee.  They  used  to  meet  for 
wonhip, or  rather  to  ]abor,in  a  house  that  stood  where  the 
tompike  road  now  runs,  in  front'  of  the  Congregational 
Qiurch. 

There  are  about  45  miles  of  roads  in  the  town,  exclusive 
of  the  Eailroad.  The  principal  one,  the  Great  Turnpike, 
was  incorporated  in  1804.  During  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  it  was  the  thoroughfare  over  which  the  mu- 
nitions of  war  and  military  stores  were  transported,  from 
the  sea  board  to  the  Northern  and  Western  frontier.  At 
that  time  most  of  the  other  roads  were  little  better  than 
bridle  paths,  but  they  answered  every  purpose,  as  the 
mode  of  traveling  was  on  horseback.  Most  of  the  families 
were  provided  with  pillions  and  side-saddles,  two  articles 
then  indispensable,  as  part  of  the  marriage  portion  of  yonng 
ladies,  in  commencing  housekeeping.  Those  families  11  v- 
ing  at  a  distance  from  church  used  to  ^  ride  and  tie."  Upon 
the  introduction  of  one  horse  wagons,  (the  first  one  was 
lirought  into  the  town  by  Nathanid  Tracy,  Esq.)  the  roads 
'were  rery  much  improved.  The  sum  raised  for  repairing 
them  m  1854,  was  9650.  In  1804,  the  Post  Office  was 
established,  being  the  eighth  ^ne  in  the  county.  Henry 
Deningwas  appointed  Post  Master,  but  held  the  office 
only  a  short  time,  having  been  detected  in  abstmcting  a 
drm  fnm  a  letter  passing  through  the  office.  He  was 
arrested  and  put  under  bonds  of  $10,000,  which  he  forfeit- 
43 
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ed,  by  nmning  away  to  domfnions  of  ffii  Majesty, 
George  the  Third.   He  was  sneoeeded  by  Henry  Howard^ 

Solomon  Colt,  O.  P.  Colt,  Selden  Spencer,  and  Monroe 
Kramons,  wlio  was  commissioned  dnrinfj  the  Administra- 
tion of  John  (.^nincy  Adams.  In  1<s.j2,  Hinsdale  Depot 
Post  Oilice  was  established,  and  Edward  T.  ^.a-h  appointed 
Postmaster.  The  number  of*  publications  taken  in  the 
town  are  308  AV  cukly  Newspapers,  6  Semi-Weekly  do.,  10 
Daily  dn.,  and  2Cu')  monthlies. 

As  soon  us  ])raetieable  after  its  settlement,  the  town  was 
divided  into  six  school  districts;  and  school  houses  were 
<  !  ('(  !(  (1.    For  a  numlxT  of  years,  the  amount  of  Tnonoy 
raised  ibr  the  support  of  these  schools,  was  $250  annually. 
The  branches  taught  were  reading,  writing,  arithmetic^  and 
ooeasionally  grammar.   The  scholars  were  also  reqaired 
to  commit  to  memory  that  compendium  of  theology,  the 
Westminster  Assembly's  Catechism.    At  a  later  period, 
those  scholars  that  were  desirous  of  studying  the  higher 
branches,  were  under  the  necessity  of  attending  inslitationB 
out  of  town.   This  coarse  was  found  inconvenient  and  eac* 
pensive^  and  the  project  was  started,  of  establishing  a  high 
school  in  town,  and  in  18i3,  the  Hinsdale  Academy  was 
incorporated.    A  large  and  conyenient  building  was 
erected  up<m  a  rise  of  ground  in  the  West  Village,  near 
the  banks  of  the  Housatonic   It  is  easy  of  access,  being 
situated  but  a  short  distance  from  the  Western  Bailroad 
Depot.    The  institution  is  sulliciently  retired  for  all  the 
purposes  of  education,  and  is  not  afiected  by  those  bad  in- 
fluences and  temptations  which  often  surround  high  schools 
in  cities  and  large  towns.    It  has  all  the  appliances  for  a  • 
thorough  coui*se  of  instruction.    Large  numbers  of  scholars 
from  different  parts  of  the  State,  and  out  of  it,  resort  liere 
to  qualify  themselves  for  the  business  of  life.    The  amount 
of  money  raised  lor  common  schools  in  1853,  wii-^  S050. 

There  are  three  woolen  factories  on  the  Housatonic,  the 
largest  one  owned  by  Charles  H.  Plunkett.  It  has  six 
sets  of  machinery,  and  employs  90  hands.  The  amount 
of  broadcloths  annually  manufactured  reaches  the  value  of 
SI 30,000.  Mr.  Plunkett  is  also  part  owner  with  Charles 
J.  Kittredge  of  the  lower  valley  new  stone  mill,  wfaioh 
manufactures  about  $90,000  worth  of  satinets  and  tweeds 
annually.   The  other  stone  woolen  fkctory  is  owned  %j 
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Messrs.  Hiusdale  Sc  Richards,  who  have  just  commenced 
operaiioii-.  Most  of  the  operatives  in  these  factories  are 
Irish,  (  i(  rman  and  French.  There  are  two  fork  fa(  ttji  iea, 
one  tannery,  one  wagon  and  cabinet  shop,  one  grist  and 
plaster  luili,  with  four  saw  miUs  that  manutacture  large 
quantities  of  hard  and  soft  lumber,  which,  owing  to  the  & 
cilities  affiirded  for  transportation  hy  the  Western  Bailroad, 
iind'  a  read  j  laajrket  East  and  West.  There  are  four  lime 
kilns  in  the  town.  The  lime  burned  is  excelled  by  none* 
Most  oC  it  Is  sent  to  Hampden,  Hampshire  and  Worcester 
ooonties. 

The  first  public  house  in  the  town  was  opened  nearly 
sixty  years  ago,  by  Bufus  Tyler,  in  the  Center  Village. 
He  was  succeeded  by  Mr»  SearSy  Tristram  Browning, 
Chester  Moody  and  others.  It  was  during  the  time  of 
Mr.  Browning  that  Joseph  Bonaparte  and  suite  passed 
through  the  town,  and  dined  at  his  house.  Mr.  Moody 
\va5  one  of  the  most  noted  hotel  kcei)ers  of  the  day.  Dur- 
ing the  war,  his  establishment  resembled  an  Eastern  cara- 
vansera,  for  not  nntiequeuLly  ^vIl^le  companies  of  troops 
would  c|uarter  upon  him.  In  the  bar,  the  music  of  the 
tuddy-.^iiek  was  heard  at  all  hours,  and  the  flip-iron  ws& 
kept  at  a  red  lieat  in  tlip  grate,  ready  for  use  at  any  mo- 
ment. After  the  completion  of  the  Western  liaili'oati,  a 
public  hou?e  was  opened  near  the  depot,  which  is  now 
well  kept  and  patronized.  During  the  summer  season, 
nujnbers  from  the  cities  resort  to  tliis  house  to  l)reathe  the 
pure  air  of  the  Berkshire  hills.  There  are  4  stores  and 
180  dwelling  houses  in  the  town.  In  ldd3|  there  were  26 
deaths,  and  nine  of  them  were  ^Irish. 

David  Miller  was  the  fbrst  magistrate  in  town.  He  was 
.ealied  kee]^r  of  the  peace/'  but  during  the  time  he 
held  the  office,  petty  law  suits  were  common.  The  courts 
were  usually  held  in  Bufus  Tyler's  bar-room  on  Satur- 
days, and  the  proceedings  often  wound  off  by  a  ^  treat  all 
round,**  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties.  The  first  and 
only  lawyer  that  made  a  settlement  in  town  was  Thomas 
.^Lllen*  who  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  171)'.) ;  and,  during  a 
practice  of  forty  years,  he  seldoui  advised  his  clients  to  em- 
bark in  the  uncertain  business  of  a  h\w  suit,  unless  com- 
pelled by  nece^>ity.  lie  was,  in  fact,  a  peacemaker. 
Dtl  Abel  Kittredge  was  the  iirst  and  only  pl^ysician  in 


town  for  a  number  of  yean.  He  im  encceeded  bj  bki 
son  Benjamm  F*  Eattredge,  the  present  pbysician,  who  has 
an  eztensiTe  practice  in  this  and  the  neighboring  towns. 

A  laigeenugration  has  gone  forth  from  Hinadaie. 
sons  are  fimnd  in  almost  evexy  state  in  the  tmlony  inelnd* 
lag  CSaliftnua,  and  she  is  not  nnrepiesented  in  Anstralia. 
Thid  town  mar  not  be  aa  pn^c  of  greal^  as  of  nsefbl 
men.  Ber*  Billy  Hibbard  w^eat  fiom  this  town*  He  was 
ihe  inventor  of  the  celebrated  ^  Hibbard  FiUs,"  was  noted 
for  his  colloquial  and  musical  powers,  was  a  useftd  Metho- 
dist preacher,  and,  during  the  war  of  1812,  was  chaplain 
to  the  Berkshire  troops  during  their  encampment  at  Cam- 
bridojeport.  Henry  Howard,  Jr.,  was  a  native  of  this  town. 
Losing  his  lather  at  an  early  age,  he  was  a  clerk  during 
the  years  of  his  minoritj,  in  a  country  store,  and  after- 
wards engaged  extensively  in  the  mercantile  business  in 
Detroit.  Tie  was  chosen  INfayor  of  that  city,  and  is  now 
an  officer  in  one  of  the  BuHalo  banks.  .Tohri  Yeomaiis, 
D.  D.,  was  a  native  of  this  town.  For  a  number  of  years 
he  labored  on  a  iarm,  and,  afterwards,  learned  the  black- 
smith's trade.  He  then  commenced  stadjing,  pijepaiatory 
to  entering  college,  entered  Williams  College  two  jears  in  ^ 
advance, — graduated,  studied  theology,  was  instnunental 
in  gathering  a  chnrcb  in  North  Adains,  was  a  pastor  of 
the  church,  received  a  call  to  settle  over  the  Congregation- 
al church  in  Pittafiekl,  was  installed  over  the  same,  and 
afterwards  received  a  call  to  the  presidency  of  the  Col- 
lege at  Easton,  Pa.  Wm*  C  Kittredge  was  also  a  natiYe 
of  this  town,  a  graduate  of  WiUiams  College^  read  law  In 
the  office  of  Isaac  C.  Bates,  Northampton,  went  to  Fair 
Haven,  Vermont,  was  elected  Judge  ci  one  of  the  courts, 
in  185dvwa8  chosen  Lt.  Grovernor  of  thetstate,  and  is  now 
President  of  Castleton  Bank.  The  population  of  Hins- 
dale in  18  iO  was  950  5  in  1850,  1,282;  increase  in  ten 
years,  332. 

LANESB0B0U6H. 

Lanesborough  is  located  on  the  hills  and  mountain?^  of 
the  Green  and  Tacrhconic  ranges.  A  branch  of  tbo  Housa- 
tonic  river  rises  a  few  rods  North  of  tlic  Northern  line  of 
the  town,  and  flows  Southwardly,  through  beautiful  and 
luxuriant  meadows,  while  the  Hooeac  rises  in  the  £aateni 
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scctiun  of  the  town,  and  flows  Northwardly.  From  the 
high  position  of  the  territory,  the  w^ inters  are  extremely 
Revere.  The  summers  are  exceedingly  delightful,  and  the 
town  abounds  with  beautiful  and  picturesque  scenery,  which 
has  been  miuh  admired,  by  those  even  who  are  familiar 
with  the  beauties  of  Scotland  and  Switzerland. 

The  first  steps  toward  the  settlement  of  this  town  origi- 
nated in  a  grant  made  by  the  General  Court  to  Samuel 
Jackson  and  75  others  of  Framingham,  in  1741.  The 
township  was  soon  afterwards  located  and  surveyedi  and 
embraced  a  tract  six  miles  square.  Cheshire  now  embraces 
the  North  Eastern  portion  of  this  territory.  It  was  at  first 
called  Bichfieldy  and  aflerwards,  New  Framingham.  The 
first  actual  settlers  were  Capt.  Samuel  Martin,  a  Mr.  Brew- 
er^ and  a  Mr*  Steales,  who  came  in  during  1754  or  1755. 
In  the  second  French  war^  they  were  dinven  out  by  the 
Xadiaiis^  and  Mr.  Martin  alone  returned.  A  fort  was  early 
erected  a  few  rods  South  of  the  town  burial  ground,  for 
the  protection  of  the  settlers,  near  which  two  Indian  chiefs 
were  killed.  In  addition  to  those  already  named,  the  rec- 
ords of  the  town  give  the  names  of  the  rollowing  heads  of 
families,  who  came  in  as  early  as  175D :  Nathaniel  Wil- 
liams, Samuel  Tyrrell,  John,  Ephrahn,  h'lijah  and  Miles 
Powell,  (brothers)  Lieut.  Andrew  Squier,  James  J^oomis, 
Ambrose  Hall,  Isaac  Hill,  Charles  Groodrich.  William 
Bradley  and  James  GrOodrich,  Thaddeus  Curtis,  Eben 
Squier,  Benjamin  and  Jose])li  Farniim,  Peter  Curtis,  Sam- 
uel Darwin,  Nehemiah  Bull,  Samuel  Warren,  i\Ioses  Hale, 
Joseph  Keeier  and  Beriah  Dudley  came  in  as  early  as 
1762. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  settlers  was  held  at  the  fort,  . 
May  2dj  1759,  <<iK»tyfication  having  been  given  out  by  Dea. 
Hofies  pike,  in  the  Publick  prints."  After  organization, 
the  meeting  adjourned  from  time  to  time,  because,  as  the 
record  states,  so  few  were  present  The  following  votes 
were  passed,  which,  as  a  cariosity,  we  copy  verbatim  $§ 

^  Oct  29, 1761.  At  a  proprietois'  meeting  legally  womed, 
mad  coyce  of  filijah.  Powel  moderator.  Voted  Mr.  Levi  post 
iboold  be  our  gospel  minister.  Voted  to  give  him  91  pounds 
settlement,  and  80  pounds  salary  yearley  and  his  fier  wood. 

Voted,  The  soool  hows  should  be  28  ft  long,  24  ft  widr 
and  9  ft  stod. 
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«  Voted,  Thare  should  be  80  pouiids  «H«poi0d«f  milof  tfw 
treasurey  for  gospil  purpusiM.  A  tiew  Enttey  frontlie  Itai* 
iti.  S.  Martin,  Clark. 

«Dec.  12, 1761 J  question  poot  whether  Mr.  Daniel  CoUma 
should  be  our  gospil  mi n ester,  past  affirmative. 

«*  Voied,  130  pouuds  settlement,  80  pounds  yeareley.  Voted 
to  get  Mr.  Coihns  30  cords  of  wood  yeareley,  he  iinding  the 
wood. 

''March  1762.  1,  Mad  choyce  Mr  Peter  Cortistobe 
thare  mu  lerator  2,  Voted  that  6  shilieiigs  be  drone  out  of 
the  treasuiey  upon  Each  Ratable  Lott,  to  make  and  mend  the 
111  ways.  3,  Voted  Samuel  Martin  draw  six  peiictj  ou  Kacli 
Lull,  lor  ilie  yeuse  ol  iii^  iiovvd  for  public  worship. 

*'  April  20,  Voted  that  Misters  Peter  Cortis,  Wm.  Bradley 
and  N.  Baell|  Be  a  Commety  to  ptovid  preaching  for  the 
foter.» 

These  quotations  might  be  continued  indetinitely,  but 
«nough  has  been  given  to  show  the  way  of  doing  business, 
and  to  illustrate  the  subjects  which  engaged  the  attention 
of  the  settles,  Lanesboroagh  was  incorporated  Jaae  20, 
1765.  It  is  said  that  the  name  was  giTCD  in  honor  of  a 
Mr.  Lane  of  £nglaod,  and  the  tradition  is  accompanied  by 
the  usual  story  that  he  gave  the  town  a  beU»  for  the  honoi^ 
whidi  hell  never  reached  the  town. 

In  the  struggles  of  the  Bevolatioa,  the  town,  toqk  a  de« 
cided  stand  in  favor  of  Independence^  and  cheerfully  soa- 
tained  its  proportion  of  the  butdona.  Peter  Gurtia  was 
chosen  delegate  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  held  itt  Gam* 
bridge  Feb.  1,  1775.  April  26,  1776,  it  was  voted  to  pui^ 
chase  150  lbs.  of  powder,  600  lbs.  of  lead,  50  guns,  and 
1,000  Hints.  The  position  of  the  minister,  iMr.  Collins,  in 
relation  to  the  Revolution,  was  nut  satisfactory  to  the  people, 
and  'ci  committee  was  appointed  to  confer  with  him.  The 
committee  listened  to  his  explanations,  and  they  were  re- 
ported to  the  town,  but  the  town  voted  that  they  were  not 
satisfactory.  The  matter  was  finally  satisfactorily  adjust- 
ed. June  7,  1776,  it  was  voted  to  abide  by  the  Continen-  , 
tal  Congress,  in  case  it  should  declare  the  colonies  inde- 
pendent of  Great  Britain.  Four  days  afterwards,  money 
was  granted  to  defray  charges  for  taking  care  of  trnfrieodJij 
pereoos.  December  12,  1777,  it  wua  voted  ^to  allow  it 
sum  of  money  to  Thomas  Barham  foor  his  hone .  that  was 
klUed  b/  the  Goavd  of  a  buU  when  onte  iti  an  dmut** 


April  23,  1778,  the  new  constitution  was  unanimously  re- 
jected, and  a  committee  of  seven  ?ip{)ointed  to  amend  it. 
June  1,  1778,  it  was  voted  that  John  Welch  was  an  enemy 
to  the  country,  and  that  he  Ije  sent  to  Bennington,  and  de- 
livered to  the  proper  authority.  It  was  voted  at  the  same 
time  that  Capt.  Ehenezer  Newell  procure  the  evidence 
against  Sol.  Bunhill,  then  in  the  Northampton  jail,  and  at- 
tend the  court  at  his  trial.  Bunhill  had  shot  two  of  his 
neighbors  through  the  head  at  the  Bennington  fight 

l?iie  leqoieilioiiis  ct*  the  Greneral  Court  drew  very  hardly 
upon  the  new  town,  but  they  were  mostly  complied  with, 
with  spirit  and  alacrity. 

In  1776  and  1777,  many  deaths  occurred  m  the  town 
from  the  small  pox*  Besohitiotts  were  passed  to  cleanse 
the  public  roads,  for  and  against  innocalationy  and  for  the 
esti&lishment  of  pest  houses  fot  the  inlbetedi  and  a  com- 
ittittee  was  appointed  to  ^  regulate  the  small  poz.**  A  lot 
West  of  the  Episcopal  church,  which  contained  a  hospital 
for  the  diseased,  where  many  of  the  dead  were  'bmrka,  is 
still  called  "  The  Pock  Lot." 

In  the  year  1777,  the  attention  of  the  town  was  called 
to  the  crowin^^  evils  of  a  free  traffic  in  jirdent  spirits,  when 
-  it  w;is  voted  that  no  person  should  bring  any  spirituous 
liquors  into  the  place,  for  sale,  without  liberty  from  the 
town.  A  cnrnnutteo  was  also  ap|toiiited  to  determine  what 
should  be  done  with  the  liquor  already  in  the  town. 

A  majority  of  the  first  st  ulera  were  of  the  Conprregra- 
tional  order,  and  arran cements  were  early  made  i'ov  the 
^tabiishment  of  "  the  ordinances."  A  church  was  organ- 
ised March  28,  1764,  consisting  of  eight  members,  by  Rev. 
Samuel  Hopkins  of  Great  Barrington,  and  Rev.  Stephen 
West  of  Stockbridge.  Previous  to  this  time,  Rev.  Samuel 
Harty  and  Rev.  Woodbridge  Littie  and  oUiers  preached  to 
the  people.  The  first  pastor.  Rev.  Daniel  Collins,  was  or- 
dained April  17 y  176^  and  the  first  meeting-house  was 
efeetod  in  1765.  The  present  house  of  this  church  was 
built  in  1828.  Mr.  CoUins  continued  in  office  until  his 
death,  wbidi  occurred  August  26,  1822|  when  he  had 
axriyed  at  ihe  84th  year  of  his  age.  l>uring  the  latter 
rar^  of  his  life,  he  was  assisted  bj  a  colleague,  Rey.  Jbha 
be  Witt,  who  letifed  in  1818.  Mr.  Collins  graduated  at 
Tale  in  1760,  Bev.  Noah  Sheldon  was  assodoted  wi4 
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him  in  1818,  and  succeeded  him  at  his  death.  He  was 
dismissed  on  account  of  ill  hoalth,  in  May,  1827.  Rev. 
Henry  B.  Hooker,  a  graduate  of  Middlebuiy,  iiuiiiediately 
succeeded  Mr.  Sheldon,  and  continued  in  the  zealous  dis- 
cliar^o  of  his  duties  until  dismissed  at  his  own  jcqiieat,  in 
183G.  He  lias  been  succeeded  by  the  following  cr^  nt  lemen  : 
Rev.  Messrs.  Ru^.>ell,  S.  Cook,  Samuel  Alien,  John  Fei  frTi* 
son,  (iiddin^s,  Hall,  Brace,  Alfred  A.  Gilbert,  Martyn 
TupjK^r,  Bradley,  Eddy  and  otliers,  as  supplies.  Mr.  Eddy 
is  the  present  minister.  This  society  has  a  neat  biick 
diurch,  a  parsonage,  and  some  funded  property. 

As  some  of  the  early  setters  were  Episcopalians,  a 
ehurch  agreeable  to  the  fGram  of  the  Church  of  England, 
was  organized  by  Rev.  Samuel  Andrews  of  Wallingford, 
Cl,  in  October,  1767,  as  ^  St  Luke^s  Church.'*  The  tot 
house  of  worsldp  wi^  erected  in  1783.  The  tet  rector, 
Bev.  Gideon  Boetwick,  had  the  charge  of  the  efanrch,  in 
connection  with  the  St  Jftmes  Ghnrcfa  in  Great  Barring- 
ton,  fiom  1770  until  his  death,  in  June^  1 793.  Bev.  Daniel 
Borhans  succeeded  him,  and  retained  his  connection  with, 
the  church  until  June,  1799,  when  he  removed  to  New- 
town, Ct.,  and  was  rector  of  Trinity  Church  in  that  town 
for  more  than  30  years.  He  is  yet  living,  at  a  very  ad- 
vanced age.  llev.  JSIi*.  Thacher  officiated  in  this  church 
fiom  December,  1799,  until  December,  1801.  Rev.  Amos 
Pardee,  a  gmduate  of  Yale  in  1793,  was  rector  from  Feb- 
ruary, 1802,  until  iSeptember,  1818,  when  he  removed  into 
the  diocese  of  New  York,  whcK  ,  alter  many  years  of  faith- 
ful labor  as  a  missionary,  he  died  at  Caldwell,  Lake  George, 
December,  1851,  at  the  age  of  80  years.  His  remains  w^ere 
brought  to  Lanesborough  for  interment  Rev.  Aaron  Hum- 
phrey succeeded  Mr.  Pardee,  and  was  rector  from  March, 
1820,  until  September,  1830.  After  he  lefl,  Rev.  Dr. 
Chapman  and  others  officiated  as  supplies,  and  the  vacancy 
was  filled,  June,  1831,  by  Rev.  Samuel  B.  Shaw,  a  grad- 
uate of  Brown  University  in  1819.  He  ia  stall  the  rector 
of  the  church,  and  has  heen  settled  longer  than  any  other 
clergyman  in  the  county.  A  substantial  Gothic  stone 
church  was  erected  for  the  use  of  this  parish  in  1836, 
which  has  an  organ  and  a  belL  The  society  own  a  val- 
uable glebe  and  parsonage  house,  and  possess  funded  pro* 
perty  to  a  considerable  amount; 
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The  Baptists  of  the  town  formerly  worshiped  at  what  is 
called  Cheshire  Comer,  then  included  within  the  lines  of 
Lanesborough.  In  1818,  the  present  Baptist  Church  was 
ibnned,  with  12  memben*  Their  house  of  worship  was 
erected  in  1828.  It  is  a  convenient  brick  house,  and  is 
kepi  in  good  repair.  The  following  preachm  have  in 
soccession  supplied  the  pulpit:  Ber.  Messrs,  Angnstiis  C. 
Beach,  Ridunond,  Taggart,  Johnston,  John  Y.  Ambler  and 
J.  Torrey  Smith.  Mr*  Ambler  preceded  and  snecM^ed 
Mr.  Smithy  and  has  beoa  the  pastor  for  aboot  16  years,  and 
still  retains  that  relation.  Qne^third  of  the  ndnistrj  fond 
is  now  enjoyed  by  this  society,  which,  with  private  contri- 
botions,  supplies  them  regularly  with  ministerial  services. 

There  are  a  few  Methodists  in  the  town,  who  have  occa- 
sional circuit  preaching,  at  a  school-house.  The  iioman 
Catholics  attend  church  in  Pittsfleld.  They  are  coniined 
to  the  ibreign  population. 

The  leading  industrial  interests  of  the  town,  until  re- 
cently, have  been  agricultural,  and  tliose  connected  with 
the  quarrying  and  sawing  of  marble,  which  abounds  in  tlie 
town.  Butter,  cheese,  cattle,  sheep,  wool,  corn,  rye,  oats 
and  potatoes  are  staple  commodities,  and  form  sources  of 
very  considerable  revenue.  Its  iron  interests  as  well  as 
its  marble  and  glass,  are  appropriately  described  in  Part  2 
of  tiiis  work.   [Vol.  1,  pp.  358/366,  373.] 

Among  the  more  prominent  men  of  the  last  centuiy, 
were  Nehemiah  Bull,  Peter  Curtis,  Gideon  Wheeler, 
Woolcott  Hubbeil,  Wm.  Bradley,  Samuel  W.  Wheeler  and 
Ebenezer  Bock.  Of  those  formerly  residents  of  the  town, 
are  Hon.  Hemj  Shaw,  Hon.  George  N.  Bri^,  and  A.L. 

Hubbeil,  Esq. 

Lanesborough  contains  eight  school  districts,  furnished 
with  comfortable  school  houses,  in  which  schools  iire  tauglit 
Winter  and  Summer.  The  amount  raised  for  schools  in 
1854  was  S600,  to  which  may  be  added  board,  wood  and 
repairs,  equal  to  §500  more.  The  JS'orth  Center  District 
has  a  fund  of  S800,  given  by  the  late  Mr.  Ephraim  Brad- 
ley. In  addition  to  these  ordinary  means  of  instruction, 
select  schools  for  boys  and  girls  are  sustained  in  the  South 
Center  Village.  The  amount  raised  by  tax  in  1854,  for  all 
purposes,  was  S2,400.  The  number  of  square  miles  is  28 ; 
ratable  polls,  250.  PopulaUon  in  1840, 1,048 ;  in  186a, 
IfSd^  increase  in  ten  years,  186. 
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LEE. 

Lee  is  formed  of  four  tracts,  one  of  which  was  taken 
from  Great  Barringtony  a  locality  known  as  Hopland,  one 
from  Washington,  and  one  from  the  Williams  Grant,  while  it 

•  ombcaoesthe  whole  of  Glassworks  Grant.  The  Willmms 
Grant  was  a  gift  of  the  Govemment  to  CoL  Ephraim  Wil- 
liams, and  the  Glassworks  Grant  was  given  to  a  Boston 
glass  oompany ,  to  cneoarage  them  in  their  ent^rise.  The 
first  settler  upon  the  territoiy,  now  eovered  by  Lee,  was 
Isaac  Davisy  who  became  the  first  occnpant  of  the  present 
farm  of  John  ITAUister,  in  the  South  part  of  the  town. 
He  btiiH  the  first  firame  house  in  Lee.  From  17fiO  to 
1 770,  only  ten  families  moved  into  the  town.  John  Winegar, 
who  came  in  during  the  latter  year,  built  the  first  grist-mill  in 
the  town  j  locuted  a  few  rods  above  the  present  site  of  White 
&  Hulbert's  paper  mill.  Five  years  afterwards,  he  built 
another  grist-mill,  on  the  site  now  oceupied  by  Royce  & 
McLaliin's  mills,  and  the  dwt  lliiig-liouse  in  front  of  them, 
which  is  now  the  oldest  dwelling  in  the  town.  From  1770 
to  17^0,  many  others  became  settlers,  among  whom  \vere 
Kathaiii(  1  and  Cornelius  Bassett,  Jesse  Gilford,  Jes^e  Brad- 
ley, 'W'm.  Ingersoll,  Oliver  and  Prince  West,  Arthur  Perry, 
Samuel  Stanley,  Amos  Porter,  Josiah  Yale,  Ebenezer  Jen- 
kins, Nathan  Dillingham,  Job  Hamblin,  and  Theophilus 
Mansfield*  The  latter  waa  the  founder  of  the  grist-mill 
and  iron  works  at  South  Lee,  then  known  as  "  the  center 
of  Upper  Hoplands."  His  associates  were  John  Keep,  the 
bloomer,  and  Abijah  Menell.  The  second  wife  of  Keep 
died  daring  1854,  at  the  age  of  99  years  and  six  months. 

Lee  was  incorporated  October  21,  1777,  and  was  named 
in  honor  of  Maj«  Gen.  Lee  of  the  Bevolutionary  army. 

^  The  first  town  meeting  was  held  on  the  22d  of  December, 
the  same  year,  at  the  house  of  Peter  Wilcox,  a  log  house, 
with  one  room  in  it.  There  were  twenty  offices  to  fill  at 
that  time,  and  twenty-five  men  to  fill*  them.  For  modera- 
tor, Charles  Ingersoll  was  chosen ;  town  clerk,  Prince 
West;  selectmen,  Wm,  Ingersoll,  Jesse  Bradley,  Oliver 
West,  Amos  Porter,  Prince  West ;  treasurer,  Wm.  Inger- 
soll ;  eoiistables,  Reuben  Pixley,  James  Pegoner  ;  highway 
survxyors,  Daniel  Church,  Job  ITamblin.  John  Nye,  Wm. 
^ngersoll ;  tythingmen,  Abijaii  iomiinson,  Samuel  Stonley  j 
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Oommittee  of  Corresponieoeey  Wm*  Ingersoll,  Jesse  Brad- 
1^,  Olirer  West;  leather  sealer,  Samuel  Stanley.  The 
meetiiigs  following  this  were  held  in  the  aame  place,  and 
in  the  barn  of  Mr.  Wilcox  for  some  time ;  next,  at  the 
tavern  of  Miyor  Dillingham,  and  then  at  the  meeting- 
hbase.  The  warrants  for  these  meetings  were,  for  mtxny 
years,  posted  on  the  three  grist-miUs — Mansfield's,  Wine* 
gar's  and  Lee's — and  also  Q|K>n  the  whipping  post  and 
stoeks. 

The  settlement  of  Lee  was  commenced  in  stormy  times* 

One  of  the  first  works  of  the  town  was  to  vote  seven  men 
lor  the  Revolutionary  army,  and  after  that,  the  votes  of 
supplies,  voluntarily,  and  in  answer  to  governmental  requisi- 
tions, were  numerous.  Among  those  who  engaged  actively 
in  the  war  were  Jesse  Bradley,  Eli  Bradley,  Jesse  GifTord. 
Fenner  Footo,  Ephraim  Sheldon,  Joseph  Handy,  John 
Percival  and  r\lessn3.  Tilden  and  Totman.  At  the  close 
of  the  war,  many  valuable  families  became  residents.  In- 
teresting incidents  connected  with  the  vShays  Rebellion, 
which  are  associated  with  Lee,  will  be  found  recorded  in 
the  Outline  History.    [Vol.  1,  p.  274.] 

The  first  public  school  in  Lee  was  established  in  1784, 
when  the  town  was  divided  into  four  school  districts,  and 
£40  voted  for  school  purposes.  These  four  districts  have 
since  been  subdivided,  and  there  are  now  twelve.  The  100 
scholars  of  1784  had  increased,  in  1858,  to  758 ;  and  the 
£40  appropriation  in  1784,  had  swelled,  m  1853,  to  $2^»746, 
or  93  55  per  scholar.  This  sum  embraces  the  income  of 
the  Hopland  School  Fund,  the  fund  amounting  to  S 1,608  38, 
being  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  land  voted  by  Great  Bar* 
rington  to  the  settlers  in  "  Hopland  Division,**  at  a  meeting 
held  January  22,  1770.  This  fund  is  still  held  by  the  in- 
habitants of  this  tract,  in  the  capacity  of  a  corporation,  as^ 
the  "  Hopland  School  District."  The  corporate  limits  of 
this  district  coniaiii  six  school  districts,  as  they  are  usually 
termed.  The  Hopland  District  was  incorporated  in  March, 
1791,  and,  as  some  difficulty  occurred  in  relation  to  the  true 
construction  of  the  act,  it  called  fortli  a  supplementary  and 
explanatory  act  in  1797.  Another  explanatory  act  was 
passed  in  1798,  and  in  1830,  the  district  was  authorized  by 
the  General  Court  to  subdivide  its  territory  into  school  dis- 
tricts. Lee  baa  done  much  to  advance  the  cause  of  educ»- 


tion  within  its  own  borders,  and  n  lar^e  number  of  her 
sons  have  received  a  collegiate  education.  Rev.  Amory 
Galeyio  his  pamphlet  history  of  Lee^  gives  a  Ikt  of  twenlgr- 
eeTen,  which  we  Babjoin: 

*^  SolomoQ  Foote.  M.  D.,  Rev.  Cyrus  Yale,  Beza  Hiackley, 
M.  Wm.  H.  Olllingbam,  Charles  Dillingham,  John  D. 
Crocker,  Lawrence  Warner,  Isaac  Howk,  Jonathan  Foote  Sd^ 
Bev.  Alvan  Dyde,  Joseph  Hyde,  William  Hyde,  Alexaodsr 
Hyde.  Solomon  Foote,  Jun.,  M.  C,  Rev.  Barnabas  Phinney, 
Rev.  Noah  Sheldon,  Rev.  Wra.  Bradley,  Rev.  Thomas  Scott 
Bradley,  Rev.  Elihii  P.  Ingersoll,  Elisha  B.  Bassett,  Rev.  Ed- 
ward Taylor,  Kev.  William  Porter,  Rev.  Charles  B.  Bal!.  Ad- 
dison H.  Lafliu,  Rev.  Lavius  Hyde,  Asahei  Foote,  Rev.  Ste- 
phen Feet.'* 

Others  who  originated  in  Lee,  but  who  did  not  enjoy 
the  advantages  c£  a  liberal  education,  have  distinguished 
themselves  in  the  varioas  higher  walks  of  life.  Gren» 
Wbiton  had  three  sons  who  are  now,  or  have  been,  judges, — 
two  in  Ohio,  and  the  third  is  Chief  Justice  of  Wisconsin. 

The  first  death  that  occurrM  in  Lee  befell  a  child  ofv 
John  Winegar.  The  death  occurred  at  Crow  Hollow,  and 
the  child  was  buried  on  the  West  side  of  the  river«  The 
first  person  interred  in  the  public  burial  ground  was  Matty 
Handay,  sister  of  the  late  8eth  Handay.  The  first  "pub- 
lishment" of  intentions  of  marriajj^e,  recorded  upon  the 
town  books,  perpetuates  the  iiamc^a  ui  isoah  Burdin  of  Lee, 
and  Avis  Their  of  Chesterfield.  The  first  recorded  mar- 
riage took  place  between  Capt.  Josiah  Yale  and  Ruth 
Tracy,  Sept.  26,  1776.  A  son  to  Daniel  Church  was  the 
first  child  born  in  the  town. 

At  the  second  town  meeting,  held  Jan.  8,  1778,  it  was 
"voted  to  raise  the  sum  of  £30,  lawful  money,  to  be  laid 
out  in  preaching  the  GrospeL  Voted  to  choose  three  men 
*fbr  a  committee  to  employ  a  preacher,  and  to. pay  him  the, 
above  money  that  is  voted,— Jesse  Bradley,  Oliver  West 
and  Job  Hamblin."  The  first  religious  meeting  was  held 
in  Dea*  Oliver  West's  bam,  whose  hay-mow  was  the  or- 
chestra. There  the  children  of  Jonathan  Foote,  who  ap* 
pear  to  have  been  the  musical  family  of  the  settlement, 
performed  the  ancient  psdmody,  and  a  cotemporary  local 
poet  has  perpetuated  their  names,  and  their  positive  parts 
and  relative  merits,  in  the  following  triplet: 
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David  and  Ase  siug  bass; 
Jooadiaii  and  Fenner  siog  tenor; 
Vice  and  Sol  beat  them  all'' 

The  meetings  were  Ik'KI  here,  in  Mr.  Wilcox's  barn,  and 
in  an  unfinished  chamber  of  Ljinan  Foote's  liouse,  until 
1780.  Nov.  10,  1778,  the  town  voted  to  build  a  meeting 
house,  48  by  36  i'eet,  and  appropriated  £700  to  meet  the 
expense.  This  boose  was  put  up^  buty  for  several  j^ars,  it 
had  DO  glass  wiiidows,  no  stationary  srvits  and  no  door^p^ 
and  was  never  plastered.  April  7,  1780,  it  was  voted  to 
exempt  all  churchmen.  Baptists  and  Quakers  from  settling 
and  supporting  a  Presbyterian  minister  in  the  town,**  an 
erridence  of  Hbenditjr  not  common  in  thoae  days.  In  1800, 
the  old  church  was  displaced  by  a  new  stnictQre»  wbichy 
in  1848,  was  considerably  enlarged. 

The  Congregational  Church  was  organized  May 
1780,  with  90  members.  In  March,  1854^  the  aggregate 
of  those  who  had  been  connected  with  this  church  was 
1,228,  while,  at  that  tiine,  there  were  S^)S  members.  This 
church  has  had  seven  pastors.  Rev.  Abraluuii  Fowler  was 
preaching  for  the  church,  as  a  candidate,  at  the  time  it  was 
formed,  and  was  soon  afterwards  invited  to  settle,  but  a  ^ 
council  convened  for  the  purpose  ot"  ordaining  him,  de- 
clined to  do  so,  from  the  number  ol'  reiiion^tninees  that 
were  made.  J^ily  3,  1783,  Rev.  Elisha  Pannt  Ilc  of  Go- 
shen, Ct.,  a  aduate  of  Harvard  College,  was  ordained  as 
the  pastor,  in  the  face  of  much  opposition.  In  1784,  he 
took  a  journey  Southward,  for  his  health,  and  died  on  the 
passage.  June  6,  1792,  Kev.  Alvan  Hyde  was  ordained 
in  his  place,  and  a  great  revival  followed,  which  changed 
entirely  the  moral  aspects  of  the  place,  and  added  more 
than  100  persons  to  the  church.  Dr.  Hyde  remained  long 
connected  with  his  people,  and  died  in  the  pastoral  office 
in  1833.  His  successor,  Bev.  J*  N.  Damfbrtb,  was  in- 
stalled June  18,  1834,  and  dismissed  in  1838.  He  was 
succeeded  by  Rev*  W.  B.  Bond,  in  March,  1840«  who  re- 
mained until-  1845,  and  was  succeeded  by  Rev*  Ralph 
Smith  the  same  year,  who  was  dismissed  in  1850.  In 
June,  1851,  Rev.  S.  D.  Clark  was  installed  as  his  successor, 
and  remained  until  1852,  when  he  was  dismissed.  Rev. 
i^ahum  Gale,  the  present  pastor,  was  insUiUed  Sept  1, 1853. 

In  1805,  Rev.  Mr.  Graxrison  commenced  as  a  Methodist 
44 
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preacher,  hold  reli^ous  meeting  in  the  South  part  of 
Lee,  whicli  \vas  the  oriprin  af  tho  Methodist  Church  at  that 
point.  The  church  luia  had  rui  aL*^vrrcj:ate  of  35  prf^achers 
mice  its  formation,  and  among  ihcm  were  ReT,  Mes<r9. 
Ro^5«,  Woolspy,  Cook,  Uicc,  Jacoh>,  T.  Clack^  Honiitio 
Smith,  Natlian  Bangs,  and  Richard  Hiscox. 

In  1825,  Rev.  Ixa  Hall,  a  Bapliftt  minls^r,  went  to 
South  Lee,  and  ooBiflMlioed  religiovs  meetatigs  at  iha  old 
red  aohool-house,  where,  for  ricrht  years,  he  preached  everj 
altenuite  Sabbath,  spendin*^  the  other  Sabbaths  at  TjriDg- 
bMi*  In  the  lu^rj  of  Tyringhamy  a  brief  acooaat  of  a 
BaptUt  cimrch,  orgaaiaed  there  in  1827,  will  be  fbond,  and 
tbe  eoanection  of  that  cboreh  with  the  one  in  Lee  will  bo 
teea  ia  the  following  extract  fjroBi  lUv.  Mr.  Gale's  ptmpli- 
let: 

"The  Baptist  Church  of  Tvrinirham  and  Lee  was  consti- 
tuted August  22(i,  1827,  with  twenty  members.  The  mem- 
bers of  tlii«  church  lived  in  both  of  these  towns.  It  has 
staled  public  and  church  meetings,  and  the  observance  of  the 
church  ordinances  in  both  placea.  For  ninQ  years  past,  each 
meeting  has  had  its  own  pastor;  while  the  ohutch  organiza- 
tlon  remains  as  when  first  constituted.  There  is,  therefore, 
one  chorch  organization,  two  societies,  two  meeting-houses, 
two  meetings,  and  two  ministers,  one  at  Tyringham,  and  the 
other  at  South  Lee.  In  1^8,  a  Baptist  society  was  organized 
in  connection  with  the  meeting  at  South  Liee,  of  which  N. 
Trcmain  was  the  first  chMk.  Through  the  apfency  of  thir^ 
society,  in  part,  the  mectin .r-honse  at  Soutti  Lee  was  erected 
us  a  '  [Inion  Church,'  owiieci  by  evervtKidy  and  yet  by  nolunlv 
in  pariicuhir.  The  people  ol  Lee  generally  assisted  in  ike 
erection  of  that  house.*^ 

The  preachers  have  been  tbe  same,  or  nearly  the  aamey 
as  those  recorded  as  the  pireachers  at  Tyringham*  Tbe 
membership  of  the  church  in  1854  was  103. 

The  Methodist  Church  in  Lee  Center  .was  organized 
about  188L  In  that  year,  two  itinerant  preachers,  Messrs. 
Homer  and  Starks,  established  meetings  in  Water  Street 
In  1888,  the  hall  in  the  >  center  school-house  was  fitted  up 
for  a  place  of  worship,  and  there  they  held  their  meetings 
until  Jan.  15,  1840,  when  a  new  church  edifice,  erected  by 
them,  was  dedicated.  In  LS  I!),  it  was  found  necessary  to 
enlarge  the  house.  The  number  of  members  in  1854  was 
185.    Rev.  Julius  Field  was  the  preacher  ia>m  18<^2  to 
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1834,  when  J.  B.  Wakcly  was  the  preacher  for  two  yearg. 
In  18t^'),  Denton  Keeler;  1837,  ^lessrs.  Keeler  and  W'ar^ 
ner;  1638,  Mcsisri.  Van  Dtiiisen  and  Nash;  1839,  Mr. 
Sliaw;  1840-41,  Mr.  Gothanl ;  1842-43,  Chai'les  C. 
Keves;  18i4r-*l'>.  J<)hn  Sellick  ;  184G-47,  James  N.  Shaf- 
fer; 1848-49,  Pcietiaii  Ward;  i8u0,  J.  Z. Nichola;  184>I- 
^2,  Z.  X.  Lewis;  1853,  L.  W.  Peck. 

A  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in  1844. 
Rev.  Juba  Stephenson,  their  last  minister,  died  in  1849. 
lie  was  tiie  strongest  support  of  the  churchy  and  the  feeble 
body  which  he  lefi^  have  had  no  church  meeting  fi>r  seve- 
nd  yean. 

The  Baptist  Church  in  Lee  was  organized  Sept*  14^ 
1650,  with  20  members.  Their  chureh  edifice  was  dedir 
cated  Not.  23,  1852.  Rev.  Amory  Gale  haa  been  the 
pastor  of  the  oharch  since  its  organization.  Mr.  Grale  is  a 
graduate  of  Brown  nniversity,  of  the  class  of  1843.  Sinc^ 
-Uie  organioation  of  the  church,  126  members  have  be^ 
-eoDBe<rted  witli  it 

The  town  clerks  of  Lee  have  been  Prince  West,  Thomas 
Beecher,  A'alluui  Ijillin^ham,  Daniel  Wilcox,  Khen  Jen- 
kins, Jr.,  A'.  W.  Thayer,  C.  T.  Fessenden,  II.  llinman, 
Wm.  Porter,  Leonard  Clmrch,  IL  Baiiletl  and  Thomas 
Steele.  R.  Hinmaa  is  jiow  the  clerk  lor  the  twentieth 
year,  tlioujjh  his  term  ot  service  has  not  been  continuous. 

Le(  has  had  44  Ju»tieos  of  the  Peace,  of  whom  21  are 
now  livin<r  in  town.  Tiieir  names  are — Ebenezer  Jenkins, 
Wm.  Ingersoll,  Josiah  Yale,  Jared  Bradley,  John  Nye, 
sen.,  Jedediah  Crocker,  William  Sturgis,  John  Freese, 
Abijah  Merrell,  jnn.,  William  Merrell,  James  Whiton,  John 
B.  Perry,  John  Nye,  jun.,  Lemuel  Bassett,  Hubbard  Bart- 
lett,  Alvaa  Coe,  Augustus  Collins.  R.  C.  Dewey,  William 
Porter,  Stephen  Thatcher,  L.  D.  Bidwell,  C.  i\L  Owen, 
W.  Lafiin,  Asa  G  Welch,  Leonard  Church,  N.  Trenuun, 
jun»,  Franklin  Sturgis,  Alden  Werden,  Lewis  Beach,  Q* 
W.  Platner^  Harrison  Garfield,  Franklin  Chamberlain, 
Thomas  Greene,  Ransom  Hinnum,  Alexander  Hyde,  Cal^ 
•Belden,  J.  F.  Cooke,  F.  N.  Lowrey,  Albert  M.  Howk,  L. 
D.  Brown,  6.  H.  Phelps,  Wm.  T.  Fish,  JSIarshall  Wilcox, 
John  Branning  and  M.  D.  Field. 

Lee  haf^  had  tliiileen  lawyers,  seven  of  whom  still  remain 
in  the  town.    Aivan  Coe,  the  £rat  in  the  town,  was  there 
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onlj  two  years,  from  1807  to  1809.  He  was  followed  hj 
Aagustus  Collins,  fioliin  C.  Dcwej,  William  Porter  and 
£dward  V.  Whitoo.  Mr.  ForCer  was  a  native  of  Hadley, 
in  xho  history  of  whidi  town  a  notioe  of  him  will  be  found. 

JiKigf  A\'hiton  has  already  been  mentioned  as  the  Chief 
Justice  of  WiBOonsiii.  Fianklin  Chamberlin  settled  in  Lea^ 
but  is  DOW  in  Springfidid,  a  partner  of  B.  A.  Chapman, 
The  lawyers  naw  rondent  in  Lee  are  L.  D,  BidweU, 
Franklin  Stargia»  Jonathan  F.  Cook,  John  Branning,  1^ 
IX  Brown,  Manhall  Wik»x  and  N.  W.  Ayer. 

Lee  has  an  abondanee  of  water  power,  which  has  bees 
very  thoroughly  improved.  The  most  important  branch  of 
man u tact u re.  is  that  of  paper.  Lee  now  manufactures 
more  paper  than  any  other  town  in  the  United  States.  lu 
1806,  Samuel  Church  commenced  the  erection  of  a  paj»er 
liiiU  in  Soutli  Lee,  where  Owcu  &  Hurlburt's  mills  now 
stand.  This  was  tlie  tirst  paper  mill  built  in  the  town. 
In  1854,  there  were  20  nulls,  with  71  cMniiies,  which 
!iround  up  daily  27,270  pounds  of  rags,  and  produced  an- 
nually 5,8G5,7uO  pounds  of  paper,  valued  at  Sl,nii8,250. 
In  1 840,  ail  the  paper  produced  in  the  United  States  was 
worth  but  little  more  than  five  times  this  sum,  and  yet  the 
business  in  Lee  has  not  yet  arrived  at  its  maturity.  We 
have  received  retuma  from  se^^  paper  manufactaring 
firmS)  and  herewith  present  them : 

B^ton  Sc  Garland  make  fine  papers^  nsing  S70,000 
'Worth  of  stock  annnallji  employing  90  hands,  and  tunihig 
out  annnaliy  50,000  reams  of  the  Tarious  kinds  ci  papers, 
Talued  at  $90,000.  The  concern  has  been  in  operation  18 
years*— -Sabin  Sc  Bobbins  make  printing  paper,  using 
$25,000  worth  of  stoek,  and  producing  175  tuns  of  paper, 
worth  S40,000,  annually.  They  employ  30  hands,  and 
liave  been  in  operation  one  year. — Charles  Ballard  makes 
writing  paper,  employing  14  handri  ia  working  up  SI 2,000 
worth  of  stock,  and  manufacturing  $25,000  worth  of  paper 
annually.  The  concern  has  been  in  operation  four  years. 
— Smith  &  May  make  colored  printing  papers,  employing 
20  hmuh  in  using  up  >^2()JM)(J  worth  of  stock,  and  pro- 
duciu;:;  2^(1,(100  lb;*,  of  paper  annually.  The  concern  has 
been  ni  operation  three  year^. — Owen  &  Huriburt  mak« 
writing  papers  exclusively,  using  up  annually  600  tuns 
<i£  ragsy  600  oord^  of  wood,  100  tuns  o£  siaingi  400  tuna  of 
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100  tuns  of  lime  and  ehemlealsi  valued  in  the  aggie* 
gate  at  $120^000.  They  employ  150  hande,  and  have  been 
in  operation  Bmoe  1822.  Tbeir  annual  production  is  equal 
to  1 20,000  reams  of  letter  paper. — ^Plainer  Sc  Smith  make 
writing  papersy  uaiog  annually  900  tuns  of  rags,  120  tuns 
of  slxing,  11$  tuns  of  lime  and  chemicalsy  and  2,000  cords 
of  wt)od,  valued  in  the  a^regate  at  $155,000.  The  nnm* 
ber  of  hands  employed  is  from  170  to  180.  The  ooncero 
has  been  in  operation  for  20  years,  and  produees  anntially 
the  value  of  S225,000. — E.  &  8.  May  make  paper,  employ* 
ing  70  hands,  using  annually  S50,000  worth  of  stock,  and 
pro(JLU'in«j:  230  tuns  of  paper,  valued  at  S90,000.  The 
concern  has  been  in  operation  14  years. — But  paper  is  not 
the  only  niaiuifacture.  There  are  other  estahlishmentn  / 
sufficient  to  give  to  the  town  the  character  of  a  manufac- 
turing ])l:\ce.  Platn^r  tV  vSmith  make  fancy  cassimeres 
and  satinets,  consuming  annually  r)00,000  lb.«.  of  wool,  1.500 
tuns  of  coal,  and  other  necessary  stock  suliicient  to  raise 
the  aggregate  value  to  SI 75,000.  The  concern  employs 
175  hands,  has  been  in  operation  seven  years,  and  produces 
annually  from  220,000  to  250,000  yards  of  cassimeres,  and 
130,000  to  160,000  yards  of  satinets,  with  an  aggregate 
value  of  nearly  or  quite  $300,000. — L.  Bassett  &  C^mi|n- 
n&cture  satinet,  consuming  annually  50,000  lbs.  of  wool, 
valued,  with  the  other  stock,  at  $32,500,  and  produebg 
€5,000  yards,  .valued  atl40)000«  The  concern  employs 
16  hands,  and  has  been  in  operation  five  years^ — Greorge 
H.  Phelps  manuflK^res  tin,  sheet^iron  and  copper  ware, 
consuming  annually  S5,000  worth  of  stock,  producing  goods 
to  the  value  of  $10,000,  and  employing  four  bands.  His 
establishment  is  ten  years  old. — Tanner  &  Perkins  make 
machinery,  mill  castings,  &c.  They  consume  annually  250 
tuns  cast  iron,  30  tuns  wrought  iron,  45  tuns  anthracite 
coal,  30  tuns  of  cnstini^^  sand,  10,000  feet  of  luiiibcr,  and  2 
tuns  of  brass,  and  produce  840JHiO  worth  of  the  manufac- 
tured articles.  The  concern  employs  28  hands,  and  has 
been  in  operation  eight  years. — E.  G.  R.  Sturgis  make 
marble  monuments  and  grave  stones,  using  annually  SI, 000 
worth  of  stock,  employing  three  hands,  and  producing 
S2,200.  The  concern  has  been  in  operation  a  little  more 
than  a  year. — Owen  &  Hurlburt  consume  25,000  bushels 
ef  grain,  valued  at  25,000,  in  the  manufticture  of  float, 
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fe^d  of  whidi  thej  pfoAiCB  SdOyOOO-imtii  mi« 

iraally,  besides  grinding  oonsiderablj  for  fimm.  Thef 
mdploj  three  hands»  and  hftve  bmi  in  opmtion  fonat 
years. — ^Beach  &  Rojce  make  seamless  gt-ain  bags,  using 
annually  in  the  mann^ctare  150,000  lbs.  of  cotton,  yalned 
atSI5,000;  employing  ^^2  hands,  and  producing  150,000 
bags,  valued  at  $30,000.  This  concern  has  been  engaged 
on  ba;?s  hut  one  year,  and  lor  18  years  previously  was  en- 
gajre<l  on  cotton  shirting. — The  \  alue  oi  liic  annual  mauu- 
ikctiii^'s  of  Lee  i«*  about  Sl.630,000. 

The  marble  of  Lee  is  celebrated  thruughout  the  Union. 
It  is  of  Lee  marble  that  the  enlargement  of  the  National 
Capitol  being  constructed.  Thi«  ini<  rc^t  will  ba  found 
fully  exhibited  in  the  2d  part  of  this  work.  [vol.  1,  p.  356,"] 

Lee  is  about  six  miles  long  and  five  miles  wide.  It  has 
upwards  of  40  stores  and  shops  for  the  disposal  of  commod- 
Hiesy  five  public  hou^e^^  of  entertainment,  a  bank  and  a 
sayings  institution,  an  incorporated  Young  Men's  Associa- 
tion, and  all  the  elements  and  incidents  of  a  thriving  busi* 
ness  eommnnity. 

The  popalation  of  Lee  in  1840  was  2,281 ;  ffi  1850, 
8,098 ;  in  1855,  it  faUs  bat  little  short  of  4,000« 

LENOX. 

The  initial  history  of  Lenox  will  be  found  fully  ^fiven 
in  the  history  of  Richmond,  of  which  township,  at  first,  it 
Ibi  med  a  part,  known  as  "  Yokuntown."  The  first  English 
inhabitant,  Jonathan  Hinsdale,  settled  in  1750,  and  built 
his  house  about  fifty  rods  South  of  Court  House  Hill,  on 
the  East  side  of  the  county  road,  running  through  the 
village  of  Lenox.  He,  wiih  a  few  other  families,  who  had 
settled  near  him,  among  whom  were  those  of  a  Mr.  Coop- 
er and  a  Mr.  Dickinson,  were  obliged  to  fly  from  the  town 
sora^  five  years  afterwards,  from  fear  of  the  Indians.  The 
following  is  extracted  from  the  Historj  of  Berkshire 

"  The  man  who  first  cleared  a  spot  of  ground  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  a  settlement  in  the  North  part  of  the  town, 
was.  Jacob _ Bacon.  He  lived  on  the  hill  West  of  the  coiinly 
road;  and  in  that  neighborhood  Messrs.  Hnnt, McCoy,  Glezen 
and  Steel  afterwards  settled.  Abont  that  time,  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Waterman  bnih  a  house  in  quite  the  North  part  of 
tkm  lewn.   On  wliat  is  now  oallod  the  Bast  «tiBe%  &aUiea 
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by  the  name  of  Root,  MiMpr  :ir\(\  Dpwpv  were  the  first  inhab- 
itants ;  and  where  ihe  village  now  is,  VVhillock,  Parker  and 
Richards;  and  in  the  West  part,  Collins,  Treat,  Andrus, 
Wrii^ht  and  others.  A  majority  of  the  familiea  who  first  set- 
tled lu  the  town,  emigrated  from  West  Hartford  and  Waiiing- 
ford^Ct." 

Lenox  was  incorporated  as  a  difitricti  Feb.  26, 1767,  and 
was  named  in  honor  of  the  family  name  of  the  Duke 
RichmoiMjL  Dwight's  grant,  Williams'  grant,  and  a  part 
of  Hartwoody  (now  Washington,)  were  added  in  1770. 
The  first  town  officers  were  chosen  on  the  5th  of  March^ 
1767.  The  Bevolutionaiy  period  followed  closely  upon 
the  settleneot  of  the  town.  In  1828»  the  town  of 
lionox  voted  to  plaoe  upon  its  records  the  non-consumption 
and  noiMmportBtioii  agreement  entered  into  by  the  people 
of  the  town  in  1774  This  was  done  by  request  of  Hon. 
Wm.  Walker  and  CoL  Elyah  Northrup,  the  only  signers  of 
th^  document  that  then  surriTed.  This  covenant  was  sim- 
ilar to  those  entered  into  by  most  of  the  towns  at  that*time. 
The  document  has  103  signatures.  On  the  3d  uf  June, 
1776,  the  town  passed  the  following  v#te  of  instructions  to 
their  represcutative,  through  the  agency  of  their  Commit- 
tee of  Inspection,  &c.,  composed  of  Elias  -W  illai'd,  James 
Guthrie,  and  James  Eichards,  Jr. : 

^' To  the  Representatives  of  Lenox:  These  are  to  direct  you 
to  use  your  Best  Endeavor  to  Suppress  all  the  Tirauical 
measures  that  have  or  may  take  Place  from  Great  Britton,  and 
Likewise  take  as  much  care  that  you  do  not  set  up  anything 
of  a  dij^potick  Power  among  ourselves.  But  let  us  have  free- 
dom at  home,  altho  we  have  war  a  Broad.  We  Do  Further 
Direct  you  to  use  youi  utmost  abilities  and  intris  with  our  as- 
sembly, and  they  Theirs  with  the  Continental  Congress,  That 
if  they  think  it  safe^  for  the  colonies  to  declare  independent  of 
the  Kin^om  of  Great  Bntahi,  and  in  your  so  doing  wa  Do 
X>eelare  in  the  above  mentioned  thing  we  will  stand  by  voa 
with  our  lives  and  fortunes." 

A  Congregational  church  was  formed  in  1769  by  llev, 
Samuel  Hopkins  of  Great  Sarrington.  Rev.  Samuel 
Miiuson,  a  graduate  of  Yale  in  1763,  was  ordained  as  its 
pastor,  Nov.  8,  1770.  Soon  afterwards,  a  meeting  house 
was  erected  ik  ur  tiie  site  ol  the  ])!( <t  nt  Congregational 
church,  whicli  was  occupied  until  Jjuiuary  1,  180G,  when 
Ae  present  edifice  was  dedicated.    The  iirst  burial  grouad 


wag  mora  Am  b  mile  Kortb  of  the  TiUige.  Soon  «Aar 
tlie  first  meeting  house  was  built,  a  piece  of  gromd  near  k 
was  marked  oUt  for  a  grave  yard,  wWh,  thrash  4be  ge»- 
eroos  exertions  of  Rev.  Heniy  Neill,  has  recently  received 
an  extensive  and  beautiful  addition  to  its  area. 

Mr.  Munson  was  dismissed  in  1792,  and  Rev.  Samuel 
81iepard  was  installed  in  his  place,  April  SO,  1795»  He 
fband  the  church  extremely  small  and  feeble,  botl^  labors 
were  long,  and  abundantly  blest.  He  lived  to  preach  hig 
semi-Cfntennial  permon,  April  30,  1845,  and  died  on  the 
Ibliowiii^ />iii  ot  January,  finishing  his  work,  "  where  his 
march  at  morn  ])ejran,''  and  Loin?  down  amidst  aiiiveriJal 
love  and  veneration.  In  AiiLrn-t,  lH4r>,  Rov.  Honry  iSeill 
was  installed  a>  pastor  oi"  the  church,  and  remained  in  that 
relation  until  fhinuary  11,  18")4,  wlien  he  was  dismissed  to 
accept  a  call  to  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church  in  Detroit. 
November  15,  1854,  Rev.  Edmund  K.  Alden  was  installed 
as  t\\e  pastor  of  the  chureh,  the  membership  of  which  now 
numbers  200. 

There  is  a  prosperous  Methodist  Society  in  the  town, 
who  have  a  pleasani  church  edifice  in  the  center  o£  the 
village,  built  in  1884.  The  church  has  enjojed  the  stated 
minbtratiens  of  the  g(^pel  at  the  hands  ef  a  worthy  and 
efficaent  succession  of  pastors. 

,  An  Episoc^Md  Society  have  a  ehureh  edifice  m  the  idciiH 
ity  of  the  Methodist  church.  This  society  was  incorpo- 
rated in  1805,  and,  althou^  the  prsseat  number  is  small, 

they  present  a  greater  de^ee  of  vitality  than  is  often 
found  in  bodies  greatly  superior  in  numbers.  The  church 
has  not,  for  a  few  years,  been  j'avored  with  the  services  of 
a  resident  clergyman,  but  regular  service  has  been  main- 
tained by  a  clcigyinan  from  a  neighboring  town. 

Lenox  is  the  shire  town  of  Berkshire  County.  The 
original  expense  of  the  county  )>uiidings — erected  between 
1790  and  1792— was  £3,441  os.  3d.,  of  which  sum  the 
people  of  Lenox  paid,  in  building  materials,  £8U0.  In 
1812,  several  inhabitants  of  PittsfiSeld  petitioned  that  the 
county  seat  might  be  removed, — an  efifort  which  has  &inoe 
.  been  oftentimes  renewed,  with  the  uniform  result  of  mia- 
carriage. 

In  .1816,  the  new  court  house,  coun^  house  aad  jail 
were  completed,  at  an  expense  o(  S26,069 — of  wUt^ 
S3^500  was  paid  by  the  iuhabitants  of  Lenox. 
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In  Lenox  liverl  and  died  Hon.  Wm.  W;ilker,  father  of 
tbp  present  Judge  Walker  of  that  town,  wiio  was  adjutant 
under  Washington  ;  as  also  Hon.  Azariah  Eggleston,  who 
bore  a  similar  office  and  relation  in  the  llevolutionary 
army.  Anson  Jones,  onoe  President  of  Texas,  was  bom 
and  educated  in  Lenox. 

In  beauty  of  natural  scenery,  Laiox  is  hardly  surpassed. 
Nesded  in  its  valleys,  percbed  upon  its  cliffs,  and  scattered 
over  its  hills,  are  the  Summer  homes  of  many,  drawn  to 
them  by  no  ties  save  those  of  allegiance  to  the  beaotifiil 
in  natnre.  It  is  impossible  to  follow  any  of  its  roads  or 
footpaths  without  enjoying  a  delightful  r^  or  a  beguiling 
ramble.  The  town  has  been  the  home,  at  different  times, 
of  distinguished  literary  talent  Here  the  beloved  and 
lament^  Dr.  Channing  spent  the  last  summer  of  his  life, 
and  here  fell  his  last  accents  upon  the  ears  of  a  public 
audience.  Here  Hawthorne,  too,  might  have  been  occa- 
sionally seen,  during  a  residence  of  three  years,  as,  with 
his  eyes  behind  the  windows,  and  his  soul  deeply  behind 
his  eyes,  he  looked  out  into  the  world,  and  sketched  the 
humanity  that  went  past  him :  or,  more  properly,  here  like 
a  erane  on  a  chip,  sailing  (jnietly  down  the  Mississippi, 
peering  from  his  trim  hight  deeply  into  the  w;it(  r  lur  game, 
he  floated  down  the  stream  of  time,  and  very  silently  pulled 
such  treasures  from  the  deep  as  he  could  appropriate  to  his 
uses.  Here,  also,  on  a  gentle  eminenoe,  sloping  South- 
wardly, stands  the  house  of  Miss  Catharine  M.  Sedgwick, 
a  lady  not  more  remailtable  for  her  literary  genius,  than 
for  those  unobtrusive,  way-side  blooming  virtues-that  make 
her  the  helper  of  the  poor,  and  the  com^rt  of  the  afflicted, 
a  cherished  Iriend  and  an  esteemed  Christian. 

The  iron,  glaas,  marlde  and  lime  interests  of  Lenox  have 
been  described  in  Part  2d  of  this  work,  in  the  arttde  upon 
6eol<^.  [VoL  1 ,  pp.  859-862-866-878*]  Peek,  Phelpe 
and  Co.  have  a  saw-mill,  at  i^ch  they  annually  manu- 
facture 400,000  feet  of  lumber ;  also  a  flour-mill  at  whidi 
Aey  grind  yearly  10,000  bndiels  of  the  -Various  grains. 
Jared  Miller's  flouring  mill  grinds  annually  4,000  bushels 
of  grain.  The  saw-mill  of  Mr.  Johnson,  in  the  North-east 
part  of  the  town,  manufactures  yearly  150,000  feet  ui  lum- 
ber; Dewey  and  ashburn  manufacture  75,000  feet,  and 
Levi  B.  MUler,  200,000  ieet.   There  are  eight  school  did* 
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frirts  in  the  town,  five  of  whicli  own  district  libraries,  and 
ail  but  (Hie  of  which  [uaintaiii  :»chooi6  thruugliout  the  jear» 
LewQtX  Academy,  (alreadj  aotioi^  iu  Part  2d  of  thm  work,) 
ii  the  oldest  academy  an  tha  o^uot  j,  and  was  for  man  j 
jean  th»  only  one«  It  pogaoBgca  a  Ubrarj  of  over  500 
Yolumes,  and  a  good  cabinet  and  apparatus  for  the  ill  us- 
ttatioaof  the  oataral  eeieQoe«.^  A  family  school  for  girla, 
in  the  ehaife  of  Mra.  Charles  Sedgwick,  has  been  main- 
tained for  several  years.  The  town  itself  has  a  library, 
firee  to  all  tax-4)aying  dtisens. 

The  number  of  ralnble  polk  in  Lenox  is  392 ;  total  tax 
for  the  asnal  purposes  in  1854,  4^3,185 ;  population  in 
1840,  lp323;  in  1850,  1,57  G  ;  increase  in  ten  years,  2o3« 

MONTEBBY. 

The  eai  ly  history  of  Monterey  is  embraced  m  that  of 
Tyringham,ot  which  it  formed  a  part  until  April  12,1847, 
when  it  was  set  oti',  and  incorporated,  and  named  in  honor 
of  the  ioeality  of  one  of  n«'neral  Taylor's  victories  iu 
Mexico.  There  was  a  jjfenerai  desire  lunong  the  people  of 
the  town  that  the  territory  should  be  divided,  and  at  a 
jMeeting  of  the  inhabitants  on  the  23d  of  ^November,  184G, 
'  »  lai^  m$ioaty  YOied  in  favor  of  the  measure.  The 
principal  reason,  appwrently,  for  th^  measure  was  the 
dillieulty  of  getting  from  one  section  of  the  town  to  the 
ether..  The  territory  is  naturally  divided  by  a  high  ridgs^ 
that  crosses  it  in  an  Easterly  and  Westerly  direction,  ap- 
portioning its  territoiy  and  inhabitants  about  equally.  ThA 
tine  of  divi»o&  is  the  sommit  of  the  range  above  alluded 
ta  The  first  settlement  of  Tyringham  was  in  the  present 
territory  of  Monterey. 

In  the  town  of  New  Marlborough,  about  one  mile  South 
of  the  line  of  Monterey,  there  is  a  hill  known  as  *'  Dry 
Hill."  This  hill  runs  parallel  with  the  line,  so  far  as  to 
separate  this  from  the  remaining  portion  of  that  town,  and 
to  indicate  that  it  should  belong  to  ^Monterey.  The  inhab- 
itants of  the  territory  ivere  much  more  coniif  eted  with 
Monterey  than  with  the  town  to  which  it  belon^t d.  Ac- 
■cordingly,  soon  after  the  incorporation  of  Monterey,  an 
etibj  t  w[is  instituted  to  procure  the  annexation  of  the  ter* 
ritory  1}  in-  North  of  Dry  Hill  to  the  new  town,  and,  in 
1851,  the  annexation  took  place.    By  this  .addition^  the 
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territory  of  Monterey  has  been  considerably  increased,  but 
it  is  Ftill  a  small  town.  Although  neither  section  of  the 
old  town  of  Tyringham  might  be  brought  to  vote  in  favor 
of  a  reunion,  it  b  believed  by  man^  Umt  the  anticipated 
benefits  of  separation  have  not  been  entirely  realized. 

Monterey,  as  at  present  constructed,  is  bounded  on  the 
North  by  Great  Harrington,  East  by  Tyringham,  Otis  and 
Sandisfield,  South  by  Sondisfield  and  New  Marlboiougby 
and  West  by  Great  Barrington.  It  IS  m  the  form  of  an 
elevated  basin,  rising  to  still  higher  elevations  on  or  near 
its  whole  boundary  line.  On  all  this  line,  however,  the 
hills  are  broken,  and  form  convenient  road-ways,  except  to 
the  North  and  North-west,  in  which  direction  the  ascent  is 
more  gradual  for  nearly  three  miles. 

The  boil  of  Monterey  is  adapted  to  grazing  principally. 
The  NortheiTi  part  of  the  town  does  not  admit  of  the  culti- 
vation of  grain  to  advantage,  \mi  possesses  many  fine 
dairies.  The  Southern  part  of  the  town  has  many  farms, 
that  are  not  excelled  by  any  of  the  hill  towns  of  r>i  i  k-liii  c 
county,  and  no  other  town  receives  a  greater  nmnlM  r  of 
premiums  for  agricultural  production^,  at  the  annual  fairs, 
than  this.  The  farmers  are  enterprising,  and  go  largely  into 
tiie  impimements  of  the  age.  As  late  as  1840,  but  few  apple 
trees  had  been  grafted,  and  there  was  hardly  a  peach,  pear, 
or  an  eatable  cherry  in  the  towti.  Now,  the  ungnifted 
apple  trees  are  the  exceptions,  and  the  other  fruits  have 
l^n  greatly  multiplied^  Great  quantities  of  wood  and 
charcoal  are  %ent  to  the  adjoining  towns.  From  300,000  to 
500,000  chestnut  shingles  are  cut  annaallf .  The  amount 
of  cheese  annually  sent  to  market  is  upwards  of  400,000 
•  lbs.,  and  of  butter,  from  25,000  to  30,000  lbs. 

There  is  one  paper  mill  in  Monterey,  owned  and  worked 
by  R.  L.  McDowell  &  Co.,  which  produces  straw  wrapping 
paper  for  the  Southern  market,  to  the  amount  of  100  tuns 
annually.  The  mill  stands  on  the  site  of  the  first  grist-miil 
in  old  Tyringham. 

There  are  three  shops  for  making  ladies'  side- combs. 
The  stock  consumed  is  alino>t  exclusively  hoof,  and  the 
business  is  confined  to  the  families  of  the  jmiprietors.  A 
£amily  of  four  persons  will  turn  out,  with  only  hand  ma- 
chinery, 50  dozen  combs  a  day,  or  more  than  1,000  giossa 


Digitized  by  Google 


year.  The  anionut  actually  msd^hj  all,  ia  rareljT  mor^w 
Uuxn  2,400  grobs  ainiually. 

Iroii  abounds  in  several  partB  of  the  k>wn.  but  it  ia  so 
largely  combined  with  sulphur  aa  to  be  valueless. 

In  1848,  the  people  of  Monterey  erected  a  Dew  meetiog- 
faoosei  about  two  miles  Sooth  of  the  old  one,  built  before 
the  cocnmencemeot  of  the  present  oentiuy,  and  invited  the 
Congn^gatkmal  Cbnrch  and  Society  to  accept  it  as  their 
bouse  of  wonhipi  which  they  accordingly  did.  This 
change  in  the  place  of  worship  created  a  division  of  the 
church)  and  of  the  people  in  Tyringham  and  Monterey 
who  were  accustomed  to  worship  in  the  old  church,  which 
resulted  in  a  suit  in  equity,  to  compel  the  officers  of  tlie 
"  First  Cono^regational  Society"  to  appropriate  the  income 
of"  its  fund  [described  in  tlie  liistory  of  Tyringham]  to  the 
support  of  prea*  In in  the  old  house.  After  a  long  and 
unhappy  controversy,  it  vva.-^  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court 
that  the  society  had  rightly  f^ppropriated  the  income  of  the 
fund.  The  new  liouse  was  hriSt  occupied  for  public  worship 
on  tlie  first  Sabbath  of  1 849.  It  was  here  that  Rev.  Samuel 
Howe  preached  during  the  last  years  of  his  ministry,  the 
date  of  whose  settlement,  before  Monterey  was  formed, 
and  whose  dismissal  after  ita  incorporation,  will  be  found 
in  the  history  of  Tyringham.  Meetings  are  still  held  in 
the  old  house,  and  this,  and  the  new  edifice  are  the  only 
meeting-houses  in  the  town.  The  fund  which  has  been  the 
cause  of  so  much  trouble  doubtless  had  its  good  uses,  at  an 
early  day,  but  it  is  now  regarded  fiy  many  as  a  bar  to  the 
liberality  of  the  church  and  society. 

There  are  nine  school  districts  in  Monterey,  eight  of 
them  taken  from  Tyringham,  and  one  from  New  Marl- 
borough. The  schools  are  all.  taught  by  females,  whose 
wages  vary  from  SI  50  to  $2  50  per  week,  in  Summer, 
and  a  dollar  more  in  Winter.  The  amount  raised  by  tax 
in  1853  for  schools,  was  S400  ;  which,  added  to  the  income 
of  the  surplus  revenue,  raised  the  amount  appropriated  for 
schools  to  S4G7  40.  Total  taxation  for  1853,  S2,000; 
town  debt  in  1853,  $1,282  83  j  debta  owed  to  the  town, 
$4(52  80;  ratable  polls,  181. 

MoiiU  rey  has  never  sustained  a  lawyer,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  John  Branning,  and  he  was  largely  occupied  with 
public  busiaesa.   The  physicians  (embramng  all  who  have 
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lived  in  the  territoiy  under  die  old  municipality,)  have 
been  Thomas  Benny,  Giles  Jaekson,  Amos  Carpenter, 
Jacob  Ejogsboiyi  Elijah  Fowler,  Asa  6.  Welch,  Wm.  E. 
Budd^,  and  Mellen  Sabhk  The  last  two  are  still  living 
— Dr.  Buckley  in  Hillsdale,  T.,  and  Dr.  Sabin  in  Lenox. 
Dr.  Alvan  H.  Turner  is  the  present  physician.  Three  of 
the  descendants  of  Eev.  Mr.  Bidwell,  the  first  minister  of 
Tjringham,  became  physicians.  Adonijah,  his  grandson, 
thoroughly  educated  and  highly  accomplished,  died  young. 
Edwin  C.  Bidwell,  son  of  Dr.  A.'s  brother,  studied  his  pro- 
fession with  the  present  physician  of  the  town.  He  is  now 
in  Quasqueton,  Buchanan  county,  Iowa.  John  Welch  Bid- 
well,  cousin  of  the  last  named,  and  nephew  on  the  mother's 
Fide  of  Hon.  Asa  G.  Welch,  M.  D.,  late  of  Lee,  is  a  part- 
ner of  his  uncle,  Dr.  James  Welch  of  Winsted,  Conn, 

The  clergymen  who  haye  originated  within  the  territory 
of  Monterey,  have  been  Rey.  Stephen  Taylor,  D.  D.,  and 
Bey.  Hutchins  Taylor,  both  of  the  old  Taylor  family,  now 
extinct  in  the  town  ;  Eev.  Josiah  Brewer,  great-grandson 
of  Eev.  Mr.  Bidwell,  several  years  a  missionary  of  the 
American  Board,  to  the  Jews  in  Asia  Minor,  now  proprie* 
tor  of  a  large  female  seminaiy  in  Middletown,  Ct ;  Eev. 
Townsend  Walker,  now  of  Chester  village ;  Eev.  Azariah 
Orton,  D.  D.,  and  Eev.  Charles  Bentley.  The  lawyers 
who  have  originated  in  Monterey  have  been  Lawton  Bid* 
well,  now  living  in  South  Lee,  and  John  Branning,  lately 
remoyed  from  Lenox  to  Lee.  The  population  of  Monterey 
in  1850  wad  733. 

MOUNT  WASHINQTON. 

Mount  Washington  occupies  a  mountainous  tract,  formerly 
known  as  Taghconic,  or  Taghconic  Mountain.  The  habita- 
ble ])ortion  of  it  is  from  1,500  to  2,000  feet  above  tho  neiorh- 
boring  towns,  while  the  brim  of  this  elevated  basin  rises  600 
feet  higher.  [A  description  of  this  lociUity  and  its  beauties 
will  be  found  in  Part  2  of  this  work — see  volume  1,  pages 
880,381.]  As  early  as  1753,  and  probably  before  that 
time,  George  Bobinson,  Joseph  Graves,  Mr.  Vangilder,  - 
John  Cade,  Thomas  Wolcott,  Daniel  Lord  and  John  Dibble 
settled  upon  the  territory.  In  1757,  the  Indian  title,  what- 
ever validity  it  may  have  had,  was  nurchased  for  £15. 
Soon  after  this,  John  Dibble,  Johti  Eing,  Nathan  Benja- 
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min,  Peter  Woodio,  Benjamin  Osborne,  Charles  Patterson 
and  others  petkkmed  the  Legislature  for  a  grant  of  the 
township,  but,  although  the  territory  was  surveyed  m 
1759-60|  bj  direction  of  the  Legblatore,  and  laid  oat  into 
fifty  lots,  the  grant  was  not  made  until  1774  About  20 
families  were  in  the  town  in  1766|  and  a  gristpmill  and  a 
8aw-<mill  had  been  erected,  bat  there  had  not  then,  and  there 
never  has  been,  a  church  organized  in  the  town.  Mount 
Washington  was  incorporated  June  21,  1779.  There  is  no 
record  of  a  town  meeting,  however,  until  April  4,  1796, 
although  there  is  a  record  showing  that  Charles  Patterson 
was  town  clerk  in  1781. 

The  leadinir  business  of  the  people  is,  of  course,  agricul- 
ture. Considerable  luml>er  is  manufactured,  as  well  as 
noticeable  quantities  of  charcoal. 

The  amount  of  tax  for  IH')!  was  $656,  of  which  §156 
was  appropriated  for  schools.  The  town  is  divided  into 
three  school, districts,  owes  a  debt  of  S742  80,  has  67  rata- 
ble polls,  20  1*2  square  miles  of  territory  and  24  miles  of 
loads.  The  population  in  1840  was  470 ;  in  1850,  340  ; 
decrease  in  ten  years,  130. 

Boston  C!obnebw — Boston  Comer  was  made  a  district 
of  Mount  Washington  in  1847,  and  at  that  time  occupied 
the  South-Westera  angle  of  the  State.  Daniel  Porter  Brst 
settled  upon  the  territory  about  1754.  The  history  of  this 
tract  has  been  anomalous.  It  is  naturally  shut  off  from 
Massachusetts  by  a  high  mountain  wall,  and  its  twelve 
families, — with  no  church  organization,  and  forming  but 
one  school  district, — have  lived  with  but  few  of  the  asso- 
ciations and  privileges  of  civilized  Christikn  life.  They 
have  not  always  been  reputed  to  possess  the  purest  habits 
or  the  soundest  morals.  They  have  never  voted  in  any  • 
of  the  elections  of  Mount  Washington.  The  tmct  em- 
braced from  300  to  400  acres  of  good  land,  lying  in  the 
valley,  on  the  West  side  of  Tagliconic  Mountain.  The 
balance  lay  upon  the  Western  slope  of  that  mountain, — 
rough  and  entirely  unfit  for  cultivation.  The  State  census 
of  1850  stated  its  population  at  61.  This  territory  imta* 
rally  belonged  to  New  York,  and,  in  1854,  the  Legislatures 
of  both  that  State  and  Massachusetts  took  steps  preUmi- 
nary  to  the  measure  of  annexing  it  to  New  York,  and 
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Congress,  in  1855,  effected  the  legislation  necessary  to  com- 
plete the  transfer,  so  that  Boston  Corner,  as  a  part  of  Mas- 
eachusetts,  no  longer  exists.  According  to  the  slutement 
of  the  surveyor,  the  West  line  of  the  territory  thus  trans- 
ferred measures  207  chains  and  98  links ;  the  South  line, 
101  chains  and  G  links ;  and  the  East  line,  207  chains  and 
40  1-2  links, — the  three  linus  embracing  1,050  acres.  The 
Harlem  Railroad  crosses  tliis  territory,  and  it  will  be  re- 
UK  inhered  that  it  was  at  this  point  that  Morrissey  and 
Sullivan,  pugilists,  with  their  bottle-holders  and  compan- 
ions, engaged  in  a  disgraceful  iiglit»  in  18^3. 

NEW  ASHFORD. 

New  Ashford  is  distinguished  particularly  for  being  in 
population  the  smallest  town  in  the  State,  and  those  who 
have  passed  from  Pittsfield  to  Williamstown  will  remember 
its  ragged,  rugged  and  broken  territory*  Tliis  route,  be* 
fore  the  day  of  Railrpads,  was  the  thoroughfare  through 
which  the  travel  passed  from  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island 
to  the  West  side  of  the  Green  Mountains,  in  Vermont. 
Emigrants  from  the  two  former  States  began  to  settle  in 
New  -^shford  about  the  year  1762.  Caleb  and  Hezekiah 
Beach,  Evans  Roys,  William  Campbell,  Nathaniel  Abell, 
Gideon  Kent,  Uriah,  Peter  and  Eli  IM:dlery,  Samuel  P. 
Tyler,  Amariah  Babbitt,  Gaius  Harmon,  and  Jacob  Lyon 
were  the  earliest  settlers.  The  tract  was  incorporated  as 
a  district  February  26,  1781,  and  as  a  town,  February  26, 
Ibui.  The  district  and  town  records  show  that  in  the 
Revolutionary  })criod,  Committees  of  Safety  existed,  and 
that  several  of  the  citizens  '^vore  actively  en;:^;ii.'<  (l  in  the 
war.  Sojne  of  them  were  at  the  battle  of  Bennington,  and 
present  on  the  occasion  of  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne. 
Some  half  a  dozen  of  them  were  at  Stone  Arabia,  where 
and  when  Col.  Brown  fell. 

An  incident  of  the  bravery  of  two  young  men,  which 
occurred  within  the  territory  now  covered  by  the  town, 
during  the  old  French  war,  may  be  related  here.  Samuel 
Curtis  and  James  Ensign,  youths  17  and  19  years  old,  vol- 
unteered as  bearers  of  a  communication  from  fort  No.  4 
(Williamstown)  to  the  fort  in  Lanesborough.  They  had 
arrived  at  the  North  part  of  New  Ashford,  where  they 
discovered  &at  Indians  had  been  digging  for  ground  nuts. 


They  cautiously  followed  their  trail,  up  th^  Tallej,  to  the 
knoH  where  the  dwelling  of  Wm.  B.  Dewey  now  8tand& 
On  aniTing  there»  they  diaooyered  four  8aYage%  unsuspect- 
ingly roasdng  their  groond-nQtSy  and  each  sdectiiigh^ 
tim,  fired)  and  ran  for  the  Lanesbozongh  fbrt.  The  two 
snrnving  Indians  seized  their  rifles,  and  gave  puisuit 
The  chase  was  a  long  and  desperate  one,  and  darkness  only 
saved  the  young  men.  Their  course  was  cut  off,  and  they 
were  driven  Eac*terlj  out  of  their  way,  but  during  the  night 
they  made  their  wav  to  the  fort.  On  their  return,  the  fol- 
lowing week,  they  \  isited  the  scene  of  the  encounter,  and 
two  newly  made  graves  showed  that  their  baffled  pursuers 
had  preceded  them. 

From  the  summit  of  the  elevated  ttn  itory  of  New  Ash- 
ford,  a  small  stream  runs,  and,  crossing  the  road  a  few  rods 
from  the  residence  of  A.  Piatt,  passes  into  Lanesboro  pond. 
Thence,  after  pursuing  various  tortuosities,  it  empties  into 
^  the  Housatonic  river,  which  empties  into  Long  Island 
Sound.  About  80  rods  North  of  the  origin  of  this  little 
stream,  a  large  spring  of  exceedingly  cold  water  appears^ 
and  runs  North  through  Williamstown,  Pownal,  Yt,  Hoo- 
suck,  N.  and  flnds  its  way  to  the  Hudson.  Thus,  within 
80  rods  of  each  other,  rise  two  considerable  streams,  one 
mnning  North  and  the  other  South.  Jn  the  neighborhood 
of  the  spring  above  mentioned,  there  is  a  cave  some  eight  . 
rods  in  extent.  It  is  narrow,  but  some  of  its  apartments 
are  arched  20  feet  above  the  gravel  floor,  and  f^Htter  with 
beautiful  stalactites.  The  town  has  large  resources  in 
marble  and  linu  slone,  which,  with  better  facilities  for  li'ans- 
portation,  could  be  made  profitably  available. 

The  religious  instruction  of  the  inhabitants  has  been 
mostly  imparted  by  the  Methodist  itinerary.  There  has 
been  no  resident  iniiiisrcr,  until  within  the  last  four  years, 
except  the  distinguished  Baptist  divine,  John  Leland,  who 
resided  in  the  town  some  16  years,  but  preached  during  the 
period  mostly  in  the  surrounding  towns.  The  Methodist 
pastoral  succession  since  1848  has  been  Rev.  Messrs. 
Daniel  Rose,  Wra.  R.  Brown,  John  Haslem,  Asaph  Shurt- 
lifFe,  and  Nelson  Whitman,  the  pastor  in  1854.  One  of 
the  first  Methodists  was  Martin  Ruter,  who  died  in  Texas 
a  few  years  since,  a  sacrifice  to  his  zeal  in  the  missionary 
work. 
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There  are  two  school  districts  in  the  town,  and  the 
amount  of  money  raised  for  their  support  in  1854  was  S80. 
A  few  years  since,  commoD  school  education  ranked  high, 
and  New  Ashford  was  remarkable  for  the  number  of  teach- 
ers it  sent  to  the  adjoining  towns*  The  interest  now  en* 
gages  less  enterprise  and  efficiency. 

Among  the  noteworthy  individuals  who  have  originated 
in  the  town  are  Cyrus  Spink,  a  long  time  land  agent,  and 
once  a  presidential  elector  from  Ohio ;  Wm.  H.  Tyler,  one 
of  the  best  physicians  of  the  day ;  Augustus  C.  Beach,  a 
useful  Baptist  cler^'vinan,  for  many  years  resident  in  Pitts- 
field  ;  S.  V.  R.  ^Jallcry,  a  distinguished  lawyer  of  Canan- 
dai^^ua,  N.  Y. ;  Azariah  Mallery,  an  able  Judge  of  the 
Courts  in  INIichigan;  Nathan  Williams  Harmon,  an  able 
lawyer  resident  in  Lawrence,  Mass.,  and  Charles  R.  Deane, 
the  Prt*sidi*nt,  and  Professor  of  Natural  Scii  iice  and  Phi- 
losophy in  tlio  Lowndesboro,  Alabama,  Institute. 

The  tax  for  town  purposes,  including  highways,  was,  in 
1854,  $457  70.  The  town  has  65  ratable  polls,  no  town 
debt,  10  square  miles  of  territorji  ten  and  a  half  miles  of 
roads,  and  ID  plank  bridges. 

The  name  of  New  Ashford  is  embalmed  in  a  host  of 
•powerful  illustrations  introduced  in  the  discussions  of  the 
late  Constitutional  Convention,  on  the  basis  of  representa> 
tion ;  and  has  thus  become  popularly  known  by  its  lack  of 
population.  The  population,  in  1840,  numbered  229  ;  in 
1850,  210 ;  decrease  in  ten  years,  19. 

NEW  MABLBOEOUGH. 

Township  No.  2  was  granted  to  72  proprietors,  living 
mostly  in  Marlborough,  Middlesex  County,  Mass.,  in  1736. 
The  first  settler,  Benjamin  Wheeler,  was  from  that  tow^ii, 

and  spent  the  Winter  of  1739-40  alone,  or  with  no  white 
companion.  >  His  nearest  white  neighbors  were  in  Sheffield, 
at  a  distance  of  ten  miles.  During  the  follow  ing  suunncr, 
he  visited  Marlborough,  and  returned  with  his  family. 
The  settlers  who  lollowed  him  Avere  JN^oah  Church,  Jabez 
Ward,  Thomas  Tattlow,  Elias  Keyes,  Joseph  Blackmer, 
Jesse  Taylor,  John  Taylor,  William  Witt  and  Philip 
Brookins.  These  came  in  in  1711,  and  were  fullowed, 
previous  to  1744,  by  Samuel  Bryan,  and  in  that  year  by 
Joseph  Adams,  ]Moses  Cleaveialid  and  Silas  Freeman. 
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Theie  latter,  with  Charles  Adams,  Solomon  Randsford, 
Nathan  Randsford  and  Jarvis  Pike,  ho  became  settlers  in 
1745,  were  Irom  Canterbury,  Ct.  Abuut  this  time,  families 
ol  ihe  name  of  Sheldon,  Wright  and  Allen,  emigrants  from 
Northampton,  settled  upon  the  territory. 

Almost  the  first  business  of  the  sf'tflei^,  after  tinding 
theiiiseives  together,  was  to  form  a  chiireh.  The  earliest 
church  record,  written  by  Mr.  Strong,  the  first  pastor,  com- 
mences thus  :  "  Oct.  ye'  31,  anno  Domini  1744.  There 
was  a  church  gathered  at  New  Marlborbagh,  alias  No.  2, 
and  the  Rev.  Thomas  Strong  ordained  to  ye  pastoral  offioe 
there."  We  continue  the  quotation  :  "  Present— 4he  Rer. 
Messi^.  Samuel  Hopkins  of  Springfield,  moderator;  JooBr 
than  Hubbard  of  Sheffield,  Samuel  Hopkins  of  Sheffield. 
Messengers:  Samuel  Day,  Deo.  Philip  Calender,  Jonas 
Flielps." 

The  names  of  those  who  were  organized  as  a  church 
WOTe  Moses  Cleaveland,  Samuel  Bryan,  Jesse  Taylor,  Wm. 
Witt  and  Joseph  Adams.  Daring  the  year,  six  more  were 
added,  viz.':  Bamaris,  wife  of  Samuel  Bryan,  Miriam,  wife 
of  Joseph  Adams,  Mary,  wife  of  Moses  Cleaveland,  Elias 
Kejes  and  wife,  and  Elias  Keyes,  Jr.  Mr.  Strong:,  the 
pastor,  was  u  native  of  Northampton,  and  graduated  at 
Yale  in  1740.  About  three  years  after  his  settlement, 
(October  4, 1744,)  he  married  Elizabeth  Barnard  of  Stock- 
bridge,  who  was  about  nine  years  younger  than  him^lf. 
She  was  a  native  of  West  Springheld.* 

Mr.  Strong  s  ministry  in  New  Marlborough  eontiniied 
nearly  33  years,  or,  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Angost 
23, 1777.  In  the  church  record  kept  by  hun^  he  mentioos, 

*  Her  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Merrick 
was  married  at  the  age  of  25,  to  Joseph  Bamaid  of  Northampi 
ton,  anei  lived  in  A\  est  Sprmgfield.  She  had  four  ehildten  t£e 
yoiiii-est  oi  whom  was  born  five  months  after  the  death  of  its 
tather.  After  reraaming  a  widow  about  a  yearand  ahalf,  she 
married  Joseph  Woodbrid-e,  who  was  about  len  years  younger 
than  herself.  She  must  have  been  pecullaHv  attractive,  when 
at  the  age  of  33  with  iour  young  children/a  voun^^  r^an  of 

liTbnS^^^^  I'      ^^^^npamon.    hut  he^Jer 

IT-^izir  If  ^       choice,  and  her  children  were  tor 

manj^ywf.  .inMiethei«iMt  prominent  citizen,  of  Berkaliir© 
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under  dote  rf  Angast  6, 17 68,  that  a  copy  of  Henry's  Com- 
mentaries, in  six  volumes,  was  brought  to  him  to  be  lent 
out  among  the  church  mumbers.  These  volumes  were  a 
legacy  to  the  church  from  Mr.  Thomas  Tattlow  of  Marl- 
borough, in  Middlesex  county.  In  consccnu  iKM^  of  the 
scarcity  of  books,  this  legacy  was  a  real  treasin  o.  A  sjtc- 
cial  messenger  was  sent  at  tlie  expcusu  of  the  church,  to' 
receive  tlie  book?,  and  conv(  y  them  safely  to  New  Marl- 
borough. Ath  r  their  an  Ival,  the  church  voted  that  five 
volumes  might  be  lent  out  to  the  members,  who  might  re- 
tain them  one  year  each.  One  volame  was  to  be  kept  by 
the  pastor,  to  be  delivered  to  any  chnrch  member  that 
shonld  desire  it  to  read  in  the  intermission^  in  the  meetings 
house,  on  the  Sabbath,  and  that  the  person  who  receives  it 
shall  return  it  after  the  serviee,  at  night.''  In.  this  waji 
the  books  did  good  service  for  more  than  forty  years. 

Mareh  8, 1769,  tiie  church  ^  voted  thai  they  would  admit 
of  parents  and  adult  persons  owning,  of  a  confession  of 
faitby  and  the  covenant,  and  upon  their  doing  of  it,  parents 
may  have  the  privilege  of  baptism  for  their  children,  and 
adult  persons  for  themselves."  After  the  death  of  Mr. 
Strong,  in  1777,  the  church  remained  about  tliree  years 
wiihout  a  ])avStor.  September  4,  1780,  a  call  was  given  to 
Rev.  Caleb  Alexander,  to  settle  as  his  successor.  Before 
accepting  the  call,  ^Ir.  Alexandf  r  presented  a  Constitu- 
tion of  Church  Government,"  wiiich  was  thoroughly  Con- 
gregational, a  Confession  of  Faith  and  a  form  of  Church 
Covenant,  all  of  which  were  adopted  by  a  vote  of  the 
chiin  September  28,  1780.  He  afterwards  proposed  to 
the  church  to  abandon  the  half  way  covenant,  whiqh  they 
had  adopted  in  1769.  The  proposition  was  ficcepted,  and 
it  was  voted,  December  19,  1780,  "that  no  person  shall  be 
admitted  as  a  member  of  this  church,  except  he  shall  ap- 
pear, in  the  eye  of  Christian  charity,  to  be  a  true  and  sin- 
cere friend  of  religion,  and  to  have  the  visible  qualifications 
of  a  real  disciple  of  our"  blessed  Bedeemer.**  Mr.  Alexan- 
der was  ordained  February  28,  1781,  and  retained  his 
pastoral  office  but  16  months.  He  was  dismissed  June  28, 
1782. 

January  15,  1787,  Rev.  Jacob  Catlin,  D.  D.,  recdved  a 

call  to  settle  in  Mr.  Alexander's  place.  Dr.  Catlin  pre- 
pared another  creed  and  covenaiit,  which  were  adopted  in 
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place  of  those  presented  by  his  prodccessor,  and  which  are 
still  relainrd  by  the  church.  He  was  ordained  July  3, 
1787,  and  remained  the  jiastor  39  years,  or,  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  April  12,  1826.  January  23,  the  same 
year,  Rev.  Harley  Goodwin  was  ordained  as  his  colleague, 
and  after  preaching  11  years,  was  dismissed  July  5,  1837. 
Kev.  Chester  Fitch  was  ordained  in  his  place  January  26, 
1841,  and  dismissed  March  15,  1852.  His  successor.  Rev. 
Richard  T.  Searle,  was  installed  September  28,  1852,  and 
is  the  present  pastor.  This  church  had,  January  1,  185^ 
128  members---42  males  and  86  females. 

About  1793,  it  became  necessary  to  build  a  new  jneet* 
ing*house  in  the  town.  Dissensions  arose  in  the  society  as 
to  its  location,  which  resulted  in  the  formation  of  a  new 
church  and  society.  The  South  parish  was  organized  April 
5,  1794.  The  town  \va<  divided  by  a  geographical  line, 
running  East  and  West,  into  two  parishes,  as  nearly  equal 
as  possible  in  territorial  extent.  The  first  ]»ai  i^li  meeting 
was  held  April  28,  1794,  in  their  new  meeting-house, 
which,  in  their  zeal,  they  had  com])leted,  and  commenced 
ocenpying  before  the  meeting-house  in  the  North  parish, 
whose  location  had  so  dis})leased  them,  was  finished.  The 
church  was  organized  by  a  council  April  25,  1794,  with  21 
members,  all  trom  the  first  church.  The  first  pastor  of 
this  church.  Rev,  John  Stevens  from  Danbury,  Ct.,  a  grad- 
uate of  Yale  in  1779,  was  install  d  October  22,  1794,  and 
died  while  pastor,  JanuaiT  6,  1799.  Ills  successor,  or^ 
dained  July  10,  1799,  was  Rev.  Nathaniel  Turner,  a  native 
of  Norfolk,  Ct,  and  a  graduate  of  Williams,  in  1798.  Mr. 
Turner  died  May  25, 1812,  and  was  succeeded  April  21, 
1818,  by  Rev^  Sylvester  Burt  of  Southampton,  a  graduate 
of  Williams  in  1804.  He  was  dismissed  December  31, 
1822,  and  Rev.  Alvan  Somers  of  Sharon,  Ct,  was  installed 
^  in  his  place,  May  11,  1825,  and  dismissed  May  26,  1828. 
Mr.  Somers  was  succeeded  October  15,  1829,  by  Rev. 
Erastus  Clapp,  who  was  dismissed  March  26,  1833.  Rev. 
Thomas  Fletcher  supplied  for  about  tv.o  years.  The  next 
regular  pastor  was  Rev.  Samuel  Utley,  who  was  installed 
March  14,  1838,  and  dismissed  January  8,1847.  Mr. 
Utley  was  a  native  of  Dalton,  spent  his  early  life  in 
Chesterfield,  and  nrraduated  at  Union,  in  1828.  His  suc- 
cessor was  Rev.  Otis  Lombard,  who  was  ordained  June  14^ 
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1849|  and  atill  retainB  the  office  of  pastor*  Mr.  Lombard 
is  a  native  of  Springfield,  and  a  graduate  of  Amherst  in 
18S4»  He  spent  ten  ^ears  in  teaoiiog,  during  which  he 
studied  theology  in  pnTate^and  was  licensed  by  the  Hamp- 
den East  Association  in  May,  1845.  The  number  of 
members  connected  with  this  church,  January  1,  1854,  was 
66 — malcd,  20  ;  females,  4G.  In  the  Spring  of  1850,  the 
name  of  Southfield  was  given,  by  the  Postmaster- General, 
to  the  post  office  in  South  New  Marlborough,  and  since* 
that  time  the  village  and  ecclesiastical  society  have  been 
called  Southfield. 

In  1846,  a  Bapti>t  Church  was  organized,  with  24  mem- 
bers, and  a  meeting-house  erected,  which  was  dedicated  in 
February,  1847.  In  May  of  that  year,  Rev.  Amos  N. 
Benedict  became  the  pastor,  and  continued  in  that  relation 
until  April,  1850.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Wm.  Bogarty 
who  remained  until  1852.  Rev.  Henry  N,  Barlow  suc- 
ceeded him,  and  remained  until  his  death  in  June^  1852* 
Since  that  time  the  church  has  been  without  a  pastor. 
The  number  of  members  reported  in  October,  1853,  was  31. 

A  Methodist  Class  has  existed  for  many  years  at  Harts- ' 
Tille,  in  the  extreme  North-Westem  part  oi  the  town.  In 
1849,  a  meeting-house  was  built,  which  was  dedicated  No- 
yember  14th  of  that  year.   Public  worship  is  observed 
there  on  each  alternate  Sabbath. 

From  a  careful  surrey  of  the  South  Parish,  or  the 
Southern  half  of  the'  town,  it  appears  that  about  one  in  five 
of  the  population  is  a  member  of  some  Christian  church. 
A  little  more  than  one-half  are  Congre^ationalists  ;  about 
oiic-third  are  liaptists,and  about  oiie-seveiiLh  are  Methodists, 

^ew  Marlborough  was  incorporated  June  15,  175U,  and 
at  that  time  had  more  than  60  householders.  A  small  tract 
was  annexed  to  the  town,  from  Shetheld,  in  1798,  and 
another  from  Tyringham,  in  1<S11. 

The  Revolutionary  records  of  the  town  are  extended  and 
interesting.  A  warrant  for  calling  a  town  meeting,  dated 
June  17,  1774,  contained  articles  relating  to  the  corres- 
pondence received  from  Boston,  and  the  choice  of  a  town 
(^mmittee  of  Correspondence.  The  meeting  was  held 
June  23,  and  Noah  Church,  Dr.  Ephraim  Guiteau,  Jabez 
Ward,  Zenas  Wheeler,  and  Dr.  Elihu  Wright  were  chosen 
a  committee  to  attend  a  convention  of  committees  at  Stock- 
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bri<l2r<\  On  tlie  2(1  Monday  of  July,  the  people  met  again, 
and  heard  the  rejtort  of"  their  committee.  Tlie  committee 
reported  a  long  list  of  resolutions,  acknowledging  their 
allegiaoce  to  George  Third,  asserting  that  the  people  of 
the  colonies  were  entitled  to  all  the  rights  enjoy^  by  any 
citizen  of  Great  Britain,  ri^ts  conveyed  in  the  provinoe 
'  charter,  condemning  the  tea  tax  and  all  its  incidental  usur- 
pations, and  fiivoring  the  adoption  of  a  non-consumptioii 
coTenantr 

Soon  after  this,  the  town  began  to  coOect  materials  for 
defense.  September  12, 177"^  the  town  voted  to  procure 
^for  a  town  stock,^  224  lbs.  of  powder,  600  lbs.  of  lead 
and  ^nine  gross  of  good  flints.^  Thirty-five  pounds  in 
money  was  voted  to  meet  the  expense.  January  24th, 
1775,  a  Committee  of  Inspection  was  chosen,  consisting  of 
Capt.  Zenas  Wheeler,  Jabez  Ward,  ^laj.  John  CoHar,  Capt. 
Caleb  Wright,  Gideon  Post,  Eleazer  Taylor  arid  Cyrus 
Brookins.  They  were  "to  see  tliat  the  advice  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  be  strictly  adhered  to."  Obadiah  Ward, 
Daniel  Taylor,  Ca|)t.  Zenas  Whcehjr  and  Gideon  Post  were 
chosen  a  eommittee  to  eolleet  donations  for  the  poor  of  the 
towns  of  Boston  and  Charlestown,  and  Dr.  Guiteau  was 

r 

elected  delegate  to  the  Provincial  Congress. 

March  14,  1775,  it  was  "  voted  to  pay  each  minute  man 
that  is  equipped  within  20  days,  one  shilling  for  every  half 
day  he  or  they  shall  train,  until  the  14th  day  of  May  next, 
and  not  to  exceed  ten  half  days  in  said  term.  April  22, 
1775,  a  committee  was  chosen  to  look  ailer  and  take  care 
of  the  families  of  those  men  who  might  be  called  to  go  in 
defense  of  the  country.  From  sundry  incidental  expres- 
sions in  the  records,  it  appears  that,  upon  the  Lexington 
alarm,  Capt.  Caleb  Wright,  with  a  company  of  minute  men 
from  New  Marlborough,  marched  to  Roxbury. 

The  votes  that  occur  after  this  are  the  same  in  substance 
that  cover  the  records  of  the  period  in  every  town.  They 
consist  of  oHers  of  bonnties  for  erdistinent,  of  answers  to 
requisilions  ibr  supplies  of  men  and  means,  &c.  After  a 
meeting  held  Au*rust  16,  1777,  was  dissolved,  the  people 
passed  a  resolve  that  they  woidd  support  the  seketmea 
in  impressing  horses  for  men  to  ride  to  Bennington  in  the 
present  alarm."  Tii<'  In^t  town  meetinir  wnrned  in  "  His 
Majesty's  name,"  was  called  by  a  warrant  dated  .J^y.  30, 
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1775.  August  IS,  1777,  a  warrant  was  commenced  with: 
^  In  the  name  of  the  people  and  State  of  Massachusetts 
Bay/'  This  town  was  one  of  the  most  thoroughly  efficient 
in  the  patriotic  cause  of  the  towns  in  Berkshire  county. 

An  event  which  made  a  deep  sensation  in  New  Marl- 
borough oceunx  J  July  23,  1812,  the  day  of  the  National 
Fa^i,  held  in  view  of"  the  declaration  of  war  against  Groat 
Britain.  Seven  per&oiLs  were  upset  in  a  boat,  on  Six-^'\lile 
pond,  a  sheet  of  water  in  the  North- West  part  of  the  town, 
of  whom  three — ^Alniond  lienton,  Ruth  Mills  and  Betsey 
Garlield — were  drowned. 

Hermit  (now  commonly  called  McAlpin's)  pond  is  a 
body  ot  water  in  the  South-East  part  of  the  town,  which 
took  its  name  from  a  hermit  who  settled  near  it  before  the 
Revolution,  lived  alone  for  many  years,  and  died  unattended 
in  1817.  His  name  was  Timothy  Leonard,  and  his  misan- 
thropy arose  from  disappointment  in  love* 

In  the  Western  part  of  ^ew  Marlborough,  a  manufacr 
turing  village  is  springing  up,  called  Mill  Biver.  It  is 
situated  in  a  long  and  narrow  valley  of  the  Konkapot 
river.  The  descent  of  the  stream  is  very  rapid,  and  tiie 
water  plentifnl  and  unfailing.  The  principal  manufactories 
at  present  are  paper  and  lumber,  but  the  water  power  is 
sufficient  for  a  great  extension  of  manufacturing  business. 
Its  distance  from  the  llousatonic  ruilroad  is  about  seven 
miles,  and  il  has  already  become  thr  business  center  of  the 
town,  and  is  really  the  only  part  which  seems  to  be  making 
a  true  and  steady  progress.  Western  emigration,  and  the 
attractions  of  business  and  manufacturing  points  at  home 
are  sapping  the  old  parishes"  here  as  elsewhere,  although 
the  town  as  a  whole  gains  in  population. 

There  are  three  })aper  mills  in  New  Marlborough. 
Warren,  Wheeler  &  Co.  employ  forty  hands  in  making 
ff50,000  worth  of  paper  annually.  John  Cariel  &  Co. 
employ  about  twenty  hands  in  making  $25,000  worth  of 
paper  per  annum;  and  John  Cariel  employs  ten  hands, 
and  turns  out  $12,000  worth  of  paper  per  annum.  There 
are  about  1^6,000  worth  of  wbip-lashes  made  yearly,  and 
from  ten  to  fifteen  thousand  casks  of  lime  are  sent  to  market. 

There  are  ten  school  districts ;  money  raised  by  tax  for 
schools,  $750.  The  town  has  a  school  fond  of  about  $5,500, 
die  aimual  inooma  of  which  is  $880.  This,  with$80fiom 
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the  State,  and  wood  and  board  oeatribntad,  makes  a  liand*^ 
some  provision  for  schoola.  The  town  contains  about  40 
square  miles  of  territory  and  100  miles  of  rottds*  FofMH 
lation  in  1840,  1^619 ;  in  1850,  l|7d& ;  inereaBe  in  tea- 
jeaiB,  114» 

OTIS. 

The  town  of  London  was  inootporaled  Feb.  27, 1778, 

and  was  composed  of  the  tract  known  as  "  The  Tyringham 
Equivalent."  June  19,  1809,  the  district  of  Bethlehem 
(incorporated  June  24,  1789,  and  composed  of  the  "North 
Eleven  Thousand  Acres,")  was  united  with  Loudon.  On 
the  13th  of  June,  1810,  the  name  of  the  town  was  chano^ed 
to  Otis,  in  honor  of  H.  G.  Otis  of  Boston.  Otis  contains 
24,000  acres  of  territory,  and  is  bouiided  on  the  North  by 
Eecket,  East  by  Blandford,  South  by  Tolknd,  and  West 
by  Sandisfield,  Monterey  and  Tyringham.  In  1751,  a  few 
families  located  in  the  Easterly  part  of  the  town.  The  set- 
tlement was  oommenced  by  David,  Steplien  and  Isaac  KH>- 
beey  and  soon  after  them  followed  Paul  Larkeom,  Dan 
Gregory,  Jeremy  Stow,  Ephraim  Pelton,  George  Troop, 
Ebeoezer  TrumbuU,  Jacob  Cook,  fiir^othy  Whitney,  Jona« 
than  Norton  and  Smith  Marey.  The  Kibbees  and  Lar- 
keom were  from  £nfield,  Gt,  Pelton  was  from  IsrranviUe, 
Whitney  from  Petersbnrgh,  Norton  from  Sjiffield,  and 
Msffcj  and  Troop  from  Woodstock,  Ct  The  Western  or 
Bethlehem  portion  of  the  town  was  settled  at  a  later  pe- 
riod, and  its  first  mhabitants  were  Daniel  Snmner,  Thomas 
Ward,  Phinehas  Kingsbury,  Adonijah  Jones,  Ebenezer 
Jones,  Miles  Jones,  John  Spear,  John  Plumb,  James 
Breckenridge,  and  Robert  Hunter.  Most  of  these  were 
emigrants  from  Palmer.  The  Jones  families  originated  in 
Hebron,  Ct.,  and  accessions  to  the  settlement  were  made 
from  time  to  time  from  that  state. 

The  first  road,  or  path,  thiuui;h  the  town  was  made  by 
General  Anilu  rst  and  his  army  in  1759,  on  his  way  from 
Boston  to  All) any.  On  this  passage,  he  staid  one  night  eacsli 
at  Westtield,  Jilandford,  Sandisfield  on  Noble  Hill,  and  Moa* 
terey  at  the  Brewer  place.  For  many  years  after  the  R&t* 
olution,  this  road  wa^  palled  "  The  great  load  from  Boston 
to  Albany,"  and  was' '  the  only  road  between  those  plabes 
GTosBing  direcUy  the  county  of  Berkshnrei  'Bwrgaj^^m- 
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amy,  after  tiie  mimnder  at  Stillwater,  pamd  over  tbd 
road  their  way  to  Bostoiiy  and  remained  three  days  at 
Otis,  where  they  buried  one  of  the  soldiers.  A  rough 
fltooe  monitmeat  which  thej  placed  at  his  grave,  is  stiU 
standing.  A  few  deserters  remained  in  the  town  for  many 
years.  An  offleer  was  left  at  Otis,  sick.  He  afttarwards 
became  a  school  teacher,  and  resided  in  that  town  for  sev- 
eral years,  but  he  finally  returned  to  England. 

The  vote  to  build  the  first  school  house  was  passed  iu 
1774.  31onej  was  voted  for  preaching  during  the  early 
years  of  the  settlement.  In  1772,  Mr.  George  Troop 
presented  himself  to  the  people  as  a  Congregational  min- 
ister, and  iilterwards  his  people  ordained  him,  and  then  he 
foriiif  d  them  into  a  church.  Dissatisfaction  arising  in  his 
congregation,  a  council  was  r:ill<Ml,  which,  in  1775,  decided 
that  both  he  and  the  church  were  irregularly  constituted, 
an  assumption  quite  as  bold  as  that  practiced  by  the  min- 
ister and  church  thus  condemned.  In  1786,  Mr.  Troop 
w^ft  into  the  army.  It  would  appear,  hy  a  subsequent 
vote  of  the  town,  &at  he  had  received  a  grant  of  a  trad 
of  land  in  Otis,  in  consideration  of  an  agreement  to  preach 
there  £ve  years.  He  did  not  preach  five  years,  and  there 
is  no  evidence  that  he  obtained  a  title  to  the  land.  On  the 
2d  of  February,  1779,  a  church  was  formed  on  the  regular 
basis,  and  by  regular  means.  The  church  was  small,  and 
depended  upon  supplies  Ibr  many  years.  June  5, 1810, 
the  two  churches  of  Loudon  and  Bethlehem  were  united. 
The  latter  was  originally  organized  Sept.  14,  1795. 

No  house  of  worship  was  ever  completed  in  the  .town  of 
Loudon.  Attempts  were  made  at  various  times,  and  in 
various  ways,  to  erect  a  meeting  house,  but  they  all  failed. 
After  the  union  of  Loudon  iind  Bethlehem,  a  house  was 
finished.  It  was  dedicated  in  the  autumn  of  1813,  and 
still  stands,  having  recently  undergone  repairs.  This  was 
about  4U  years  after  the  incorporation  of  Loudon.  For  a 
'  time.  Rev.  Aaron  Kinne  preached  for  the  united  church, 
and  June  28,  1815,  Rev.  Jonathan  Lee  was  ordained  as  the 
pastor.  He  had  prrached  since  November,  1815.  Mr. 
Lee  was  dismissed  June  28,  18.31,  and  was  succeeded  Feb. 
14,  1832,  by  Rev.  Rufus  Pomeroy,  who  was  dismissed 
Aug.  6, 1^5.  June  30, 1840,  Rev.  Hugh  Gibson  was  in- 
BtaUad  over  the  cfamch,  and  he  was  dismissed  March  11, 
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18^0.  Since  then,  the  society  has  had  no  settled  mixdslmw 
Bev.  Henry  A.  Austin  supplied  in  1851  and  1852* 

In  1786,  at  the  time  of  the  Shays  Kebellion,  a  numbar 
of  the  parishioners  of  Eev«  Mr*  Stoirs  of  Saodistield  be* 
came  dissatisfied  with  him^  ob  aooouot  of  his  epposition  to 
ShajSy  and  joining  with  some  indiTidoals  in  the  Western 
part  of  Bedklehem,  formed  a  Baptist  ehorch^  and  built  a 
meeting  house  within  the  limits  of  the  present  town  ni 
Otis.  The  house  is  now  nndcenpiedi  the  choreh  long  since 
became  extinct,  and  the  sodety  has  been  dissolved.  The 
dinrdi  had  for  pastors,  while  it  existed,  Rev.  Benjamin 
Baldwin,  and  Rev.  Israel  Keach. 

An  Episcopal  church  was  I'urmed  in  January,  1828,  and 
a  church  edifice  was  soon  afterwards  erected,  Tlie  follow- 
ing have  ministered  to  this  church:  Rev.  Messrs.  Benja- 
min C.  C.  Parker,  Cah  ia  \\  olcott,  Ethan  Allen,  Daniel 
G.  W^right,  Henry  S.  Atwater,  and  William  B.  Colbur% 
the  present  rector. 

IMo-t  of  tlie  inhabitutits  of  Otis  are  farmers,  and  depend 
on  til!  ir  dairies  ami  tlie  raisinj^  of  stock  for  a  living. 
Lar<^e  tracts  of  wooded  hind  still  remain  in  the  town, 
stocked  with  valuable  timber, — hemlock,  pine,  spruce, 
birch,  beach  and  maple.  The  sugar,  maple  is  abundant, 
and  almost  every  larmer  makes  his  own  sugar.  Many  tons 
of  it  are  annually  exported.  Lcurge  quantities  of  pine  and 
hemlook  lumbei?  are  manttfaetored  every  year  by  sixteen 
saw  .mills.  There  are  two  grist  mills  in  the  town,  two 
tanneries,  a  ralie  fiictory,  and  a  paper  milL  At  the  l^orth 
part  of,  the  town  there  is  .a  forge  and  tilt-hammer;  and  at 
Cold  Springy  in  the  Southerly  part,  there  is  a  forge  where 
car  axles  have  been  extensively  made*  The  property  is 
owned  by  a  company  in  Boston  and  Salem.  More  than 
$100,000  have  been  invested  i>t  Gold  Spring,  in  buildings, 
machinery  and  lands.  The  forge  stands  on  Farmington 
river,  and  the  water  power  is  permanent,  and  sufficient  at 
all  seasons  of  the  year. 

The  Farmington  river,  which  is  the  largest  stream  lu  the 
tovvii,  derives  its  supply  of  water  mostly  from  streams  com- 
ing in  liuiii  the  East.  These  streams  are  supplied  by 
natural  ponds  aiiiung  the  hills,  which  are  fed  by  rivulets 
and  springs.  Some  oi  tltese  })<;iids,  or  reservoirs,  are 
large^  and  all  may  be  increased  in  area  at  a  light  e^ense^ 
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by  damiiiing  their  iianuw  outlets.  The  Most  Northern 
reservoir  is  Nichols'  JPond,  covering  83  acres,  and  "fur- 
nishing 1,760  culjic  feet  ol  water  per  second."  A  mile 
below  tlil.-^,  a  brook  enters  the  river,  at  the  head  of  which 
are  two  ponds—"  Ward"  and  "Thcina-."  The  iall  of  the 
stream  from  Thomas  Pond  to  the  i^'armin<rton  river,  is  214 
feet.  The  next  feeder  is  Fall  Kiver,  three  miles  below 
Otis  center.  This  receives  its  watfn*  from  six pands.  Two 
of  these — Great  Pond,  and  Rand  Pond— are  connected, 
and  cover  an  area  of  745  acres.  At  the  outh^t  of  Band 
Fond,  is  a  beautiful  cascade,  falling  104  feet  ahoaoatper- 
pni  licularljr.  Aboot  100  rods  below  the  &lls  is  sitaated 
Larkeom  Pond,  covering  54  acres.  An  anaecoimtable  fact 
connected  with  this  pood,  is,  that  from  the  first  of  July  to 
tiie  middle  of  August,  the  water  is  turbid — so  much  so  aa 
to  deposit  in  a  glass  a  h^avy  sediment  of  mud ;  yet,  at  all 
other  times  in  the  year,  it  is  clear  and  pure.  This  pond 
contains  the  deepest  water,  and,  in  some  parts  has  given 
soundings  of  240  feet.  All  these  ponds  are  frequented  in 
the  winter  by  fishermen,  for  their  trout  and  pickerel. 

The  spring  which  drives  its  name  to  the  locality,  "  Cold 
Spring,"  on  the  Farmin<j:toii  river,  is  remarkable  for  its 
coolness  in  summer,  and  its  warmth  in  winter.  It  dis- 
charges 50  gallons  of  water  per  minute,  which  in  summer 
shows  a  temperature  of  36  degrees  Fahrenheit;  and  in 
winter  it  is  so  warm  as  to  surround  itself  with  vapor^  and 
keep  ice  from  accumulating  in  its  vicinity. 

The  population  of  Otis  in  1840,  was  1,158;  in  1850, 
1,163;  increase  in  ten  years,  5. 

PERU. 

Pern  occupies  a  large  portion  of  the  original  township 
No*  2,  sold  at  auction  in  Boston  to  Elisha  Jones,  June  % 
1762,  for  £1,460.  Subsequently  to  the  sale,  Oliver  Part- 
ridge of  Hatifield  became  joint  proprietor,  and  the  town 
was  incorporated  July  4,  1771,  with  the  name  of  Partf* 
ridgefield,  a  name  bestowed  in  his  honor.  With  this  name 
it  existed  until  June  19,  1806,  when  the  name  was  changed 
to  Peru.  The  township  originally  included  the  greater 
pan  of  Hinsdale,  (which  formed  the  West  parish  of  Part- 
ridgelield,)  and  a  f»art  of  Middletield,  the  latter  being  now 
iu  the  county  of  Hampshire.   In  1766,  Henry  Badger 
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from  Now  Jorsoy  settled  upon  No.  2,  and,  about  the  same 
time,  Nathan  i<l  Stow  ell  from  Connecticut  came  in.  Near- 
ly eontempoi  aneonsly  settled  Peter,  Daniel  and  Nathaa 
Thompson,  irom  the  Eastern  part  of  Massachusetts.  Ebeii- 
ezer  Pierce  followed  soon  aflerwards. 

The  warrant  for  the  first  town  meeting  was  issued  bj 
William  Williams,  and  directed  to  Cornelius  Thayer  of 
Partridgefield,  in  the  county  of  Berkshire,  yeoman/'  This 
meetitig  was  held  at  the  dwelling  bouse  of  Nathan  Wat- 
kinsy  on  the  Idth  of  Augoali  177 1,  and  Nathan  Fisk  was 
chosen  moderator,  and  Nathaniel  Stowell,  town  clerk* 

Several  Indivtdaals  from  Partridgefield  were  engaged 
in  the  war  of  the  Kevolatioo,  among  whom  were  Capt.  N»> 
than  Watkins,  Joseph  Bad^ger  and  Nathaniel  StowelL 
These,  and  many  others  belonged  to  the  company  of  minnte 
men  who  marched  upon  the  Lexington  alarm,  under  the. 
command  of  Watkius.  They  were  enrolled  in  Col.  John 
Patterson's  regiment,  stationed  at  Fort  No.  3,  in  Charles- 
town,  at  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 

The  people  of  No.  2  provided  themselves  early  with  the 
institutions  of  religion,  and  enjoyed  preaching  from  the 
first  years  of  the  settlement.  There  are  a  few  Baptist  and 
Methodist  families  in  the  town,  and  there  have  been  for 
many  years,  but  they  belong  to  churehes  in  the  adjoining 
towns.  The  Congregational  is  the  only  church  organized 
in  Peru.  It  was  formed  in  1770,  and  consisteji  at  first  of 
35  members.  Rev,  Stephen  Tracy  of  Norwich,  Ct,  was 
the  first  minister,  and  was  ordained  in  April,  1772.  He 
was  dismissed  in  May,  177 6.  There  are  no  records  of  bis 
ministry,  now  in  the  town*  The  second  pastor,  Rev.  John 
Leiand  of  Holliston,  was  ordained  in  April,  1783,  and  re- 
mained the  sole  pastor  until  Oct  8, 1815,  when  Rev.  Bos- 
well  Hawkes  was  settled  as  his  colleague.  Previous  to  the 
settlement  of  Mr.  Hawkes,  Mr.  Lelimd  had  admitted  200 
persons  to  the  church.  He  died  at  the  house  of  his  son, 
John  Leiand,  in  Amherst,  May,  1826.  Mr.  Hawkes  was 
dismissed  in  April,  1623,  and  is  now  connected  with  the 
Mount  llulyoke  Female  Seminary,  at  Soutli  Hadley.  Fif- 
ty-nine persons  were  admitted  to  the  church  hy  him.  He 
was  succeeded  December  29,  1824,  by  Rev.  Joseph  M. 
Brewster,  who  was  dismissed  Sept.  10,  18o3,  and  ditcl  of 
cousmnption  on  the  29th  ot  the  following  December,  just 
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nhie  years  after  the  do^r  of  his  ordinatkww  During  hm 
ministry,  130  persons  were  admitted  to  the  diuroh.  Bev. 

Thomas  B.  Rawson  was  settled  as  the  fifth  pastor  of  the 
church,  July  10,  1834,  and  was  dismissed  March  22,  1836. 
Sixty-two  persons  united  with  the  church  during  his  min- 
istry. Rev.  Joseph  Knight,  the  sixth  minister,  was  in- 
stalled July  G,  1836,  and  is  still  in  office.  Since  his  con- 
neetion  with  the  church,  85  persons  have  joined  it,  and  the 
membership  on  the  first  of  January,  1854,  was  166. 

The  present  meeting  houst^  in  Peru  stands  upon  the 
height  of  land,  in  the  centr  r  ut  the  town,  and  the  water 
from  the  West  side  of  tli(^  ruot  runs  into  the  Housatooio^ 
and  that  ironi  the  East,  into  the  AYesttield  river. 

Longevity  is  one  of  the  "peculiar  institutions"  of  Fertk 
In  1850,  as  ascertained  by  the  United  Staler  CensuSi  one  y 
in  eveiy  twelve  of  the  inhabitants  was  seventy  years  oldy 
or  npwin  rl"^.    At  the  present  ti0ie5  one  in  every  15  is  up* 
wards  of  70  years  old. 

Joseph  Badger,  whose  name  has  already  occurred  in  this 
history,  went  to  the  Western  Beserre  in  Ohio,  as  a  mis^ 
sionary  of  the  Connecticut  Missionary  Society,  in  ISUO^ 
A  memoir  of  his  life  has  been  published,  which  awards  to 
his  character  the  tribute  of  praise  which  it  deserves. 
Aaron  W,  Leland,  son  of  BeY«  John  Leland,  graduated  aft 
WilHams  College  in  1808,  and  is  now  ProfesscNr  of  theolo* 
gy  in  Colombia  College,  South  Carolina.  Mason  Frissell, 
a  graduate  of  the  samo  college,  has  received  the  title  of 
LL.  D.  from  some  institution,  and  is  now  a  Judge  of  the 
Courts  in  Missouri.  Sylvester  Scoville,  a  graduate  of 
Williams  College  in  1822,  became  president  of  a  collegiate 
institution  in  Indiana,  where  he  died  in  1849,  at  the  age 
of  51  years. 

A  history  of  Peru  would  be  incomplete  without  a  uo- 
tice  of  Cyrus  Stowell,  now  the  oldest  man  save  one  in  the 
town.  He  has  resided  there  since  17 07,  and  commenced 
his  iiublie  services  for  the  town  while  still  a  young  man. 
He  liliod,  lor  many  years,  the  most  important  town  offices, 
and  on  the  2d  of  May,  1803,  was  elected  to  represent  the 
town  in  the  Legislature.  His  election  to  that  oflice  was 
Irepeated  in  the  years  1804.'5- 6- 10- 12-15.  He  was  elect- 
hd,  delegate  to  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1820.  He 
was  again  representative  in  1831-'32-'d5-'d6  and  '40,  and 
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was  thus,  reckoning  two  sessions  a  year,  for  the  first  seven 
years  of  hb  service,  present  at  19  sessions  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and,  though  a  man  of  few  words,  he  was  always  a 
man  of  influence.  He  was  a  whig  in  politics.  He  re- 
roiv^^d  liis  lirst  commission  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  1803, 
from  Governor  Caleb  Strong.  It  was  renewed  in  1810, 
by  Elbridge  Gerry;  again,  in  1817,  by  John  Brooks; 
again,  in  1^24,  by  William  Kustis  ;  again,  in  1831,  by  Levi 
Lincoln;  in  ISS^  Edward  Jilverett  made  him  Justice  of 
tbe  peace  and  quorum;  renewed  in  1845  by  George  N. 
Bri^,  and  in  1852,  by  Geofge  S.  Bout  well*  He  has 
Imn  justice  of  the  peace  52  years,  and  of  the  quorum  17 
jears.  He  has  held  the  office  of  deacon  in  the  Congregu^ 
tmal  Church  for  more  than  40  years.  He  is  now  in  his 
87th  jear,  and,  lik^  the  patriaroh  of  Uz,  is  ^  waitiag  hia 
appointed  time  until  his  change  come/' 

There  are  seyen  school  districts  in  Peru,  and  the  amount 
raised  hj  tax  for  the  support  of  schools  in  1854^  was  $dO(K 
There  is  a  small  "  school  lot,"  the  income  of  which  is  aj>- 
propriated  for  schools  in  Peru  and  Hinsdale,  and  the  board 
of  teachers  is  a  contribution  ot  ilie  districts.  There  wius, 
in  1851,  but  one  town  in  tiie  ruuiuy  ot  Berkshire  that 
raised  more  money  to  the  scholar  than  Peru.  A  select 
Bcliool,  in  addition,  is  usuaUy  well  sustained  diuiog  the 
Autumn  months. 

This  town,  deiightiul  in  Sumni(  r  and  severe  in  Winter, 
occupies  the  summit  of  the  Green  Mountain  range,  and 
is  particularly  adapted  to  stock-growing  and  the  dairy. 
The  latter  is  becoming  more  and  more  a  source  of  liveU* 
hood  and  wealth.  Although  the  town  abonnds  with  fine 
springs  and  small  streams,  there  are  no  large  streams^  and 
no  valuable  mill  sites.  There  are  two  sawmills  on  the 
middle  branch  of  Westfield  river,  (which  rises  in  the 
North  West  part  of  the  town)  and  three  sawmills  on  oth- 
er streams^  where  large  quantities  of  lumber  are  sawed 
yearly. 

The  amount  of  money  raised  by  tax  in  1854,  was  $1,- 
500 — being  an  average  of  $8  for  each  inhabitant  Of 
this  sum,  $450  was  Ibr  the  support  of  the  ministry.  The 
town  has  no  debt,  owns  a  fund  of  $2,000 ;  has  but  one 
pauper,  and  he  is  only  partially  dej)t  ndent ;  lias  124  rata- 
we  polls,  41  miles  of  roads,  and  a  territory  live  uiiies  wd 
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vktien  in  1840,  was  eiO;  in  18M,  500;  deeieaae  in  len 
jean,  110* 

PITTSFIELD. 

On  the  27th  of  June,  1735,  the  General  Court  nrranted 
to  Boston  three  totvnships  of  land,  in  answer  to  a  iictition 
based  upon  a  representation  of  "  the  f^^reat  charge  they 
were  at,  for  the  supix  .i  t  of  their  poor  and  their  free  schools, 
and  thai  they  paid  near  a  fifth  part  of  the  province  tax.^ 
The  conditions  were,  that,  within  live  years  after  tlie  con- 
jfirmation  of  the  pians  of  thv^r  townships,  (which  were  to 
be  r<  turned  for  confirmation  witlrin  twelve  months.)  each 
township  should  be  settled  with  sixty  families,  each  of 
which  families  should  build  a  dwelling  house  on  their  hom&> 
lot,  improve  and  fence  in  five  acres  8aid  lot,  and  actualp 
ly  live  upon  the  spot.  Furthermore,  an  able  Orthodox 
minister  was  to  be  settled,  BXid  his  oomfortable  support  pro- 
vided §QTy  and  three  lots  set  apart— having  rights  in  all 
enhseqnent  divisions— K>ne'for  the  first  settled  minister,  one 
fat  ^  minis^,  and  one  for  the  schooL  These  three 
townships  were  numbered  1,  2,  and  4he  present 
Charlemont  being  *^  Boston-  township  No.  1/'  Coleraine, 
No*  2y  and  PittsHeld,  No.  3.  But  a  grant  had  been  made 
within  the  territory  of  Fittsfield  preyious  to  this.  CoL 
John  Stoddard  of  Northampton  received  a  grant  in  De- 
cember, 1784,  of  "one  thousand  acres  of  the  unappropri- 
ated lands  of  the  province,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire, 
*  *  *  in  consideration  of  his  great  services  and  sufterings 
in  and  for  the  public."  This  grant  he  located  upon  the 
Eastern  branch  of  the  Housatonic,  within  the  territory 
which  Boston  selected,  and  extinguished  the  Indian  title^ 
not  only  to  his  own  land,  but  to  much  in  its  vicinity. 

Previon?  to  returning  the  plan  of  the  township  to  ilie 
General  Court,  for  conlirmation,  the  town  of  Boston  sold 
it,  (March  13,  17^37,)  to  Col.  Jacob  Wendell  of  Boston, 
for  £1,320.  The  plan  being  presented  to  the  General 
Court,  it  was  accepted  and  allowed  in  December,  1738,  on 
condition  that  the  original  conditions  of  the  grant  shoukl 
be  complied  with,  and  that  the  plat  exceed  not  the  quanti- 
ty of  24,040  acres  of  land,  and  interfere  not  with  any  other 
•or  imBfr  grant'' «  Six^  settling  kits,  coiyti|iuing  one  huo^ 
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drcd  acres  each,  were  laid  out^  the  lots  for  public  purposes, 
embracing  a  lar^e  portiou  of  the  territory  uow  covered  by 
the  village  of  Pitt.>lieid,  and  on  the  2'Jth  of  May,  1741, 
Col.  Wench' 11  and  CoK  Stoddard  jirranired  for  a  joint  pro- 
prietary interest  in  tlie  township,  the  tornier  owning  two- 
thirds  and  thf»  lattrr  uiie-tiiird  of  the  same.  The  lot'^  were 
then  brought  iuto  market,  without  let  or  hindranee,  imme- 
diately, but  the  French  and  Indian  wars  interfered  with 
the  aettlemaiii,  wliich  w«6  put  off  from  year  to  year  uotil 
1762, 4Mu:ly  in  which  year  Solomon  Demiiig  and  his  fami- 
Ij  iBoyed  Inio  the  Eaudt  part  of  the  town^  and  was  followed 
ioou  afierwardB  hj  Cbarles  Goodrich.  The  latter  dcoYO 
tbo  £c8fc  team  and  cart  into  the  town»  being  obliged  to  cut 
Us  waj  tbcottgh  the  woods  £or  a  number  of  miles.  Dor" 
iog  Ibe  same  year,  came  in  Nathaniel  Fairfield,  Abner  and 
Isaac  Dewey,  Jacob  Ensign,  Hezekiab  Jones,  Samuel  Tay^ 
kr,  Elias  WiUard,  and  Dea.  Josiah  Wright;  and  they  were 
Srilowed  in  1753  by  Steohen  and  Simeon  Ccofoot,  David 
Bttshand  GoL  William  Williams.  In  the  latter  year,  Sol- 
omon Deming,  Charles  Groodrich  and  others  were  incorpo- 
raird  as  "  the  propriciors  of  the  settling  lots  in  the  town- 
ship ui  i^ouioosuc."  This  was  the  Indian  name  of  the 
locality,  and  signified  a  yun  for  deer.  In  1754,  Eli  Root, 
EpHraim  Stiles,  William  Wright,  and  probably  otiiers,  be- 
came seUiers,  and  diiriii^  the  &ame  year,  the  inhabit^mls, 
with  tliose  of  Lenox,  aii  lied  to  Stockbridge  ibr  safety,  he- 
fore  an  Indian  invasion,  already  described  in  the  OuUine 
History.    [Vol.  1,  p.  I^s7.] 

For  four  years  after  this,  the  settlement  made  but  slow 
and  difficult  {urogress.  The  setUers  probably  returned 
within  two  years.  In  1758,  there  were  about  tweaiy  log 
cabins  in  the  town,  and  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  in 
September  of  that  year  is  recorded.  Between  this  date 
and  1764,  tbe  following  became  settlers  :  Samuel  Birchard, 
Daniel  Hubbard,  Daniel  and  Jesse  Sacket,.  Jonathan  Tay* 
lor,  David  and  Oliver  Ashley,  Wm.  Prands,  Gideon  Guuii^ 
Joshua  Bobbins,  £«ekiel  Boot,  Gideon  Goodrich,  James 
I^ord,  Charles  Miller,  Thdinas  Morgan,  Daniel  and  David 
Noble»  Wm.  Phelps,  John  Bemington,  Phinehas  Belde% 
Solomon  Crosby,  Israel  Didtinson,  Blisha  Jones,  Jno. 
Morse,  David  Boberts,  Aaron  Stiles,  Israel  Goddard,  John 
and  Caleb  Wadhams,  Aaroq  and  Phinehas  Laker,  W  m. 
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BzatHe,  CoL  James  Easton,  Benjamin  and  Jofilah  Good- 
ricdiy  Moses  MiHer,  Joseph  Phelps,  Amo8  Root,  John  Wil- 
liams, Rev.  Thomas  Alien,  Jas.  D.  Colt,  Kzra  and  King 
Strong,  Dr.  Colton,  Rufus  Allen  anl  John  Stroiifi.  Prob-  > 
ably  others  settled  during  the  same  period,  and  they  wqre 
soon  afterwards  followed  by  Joseph  Allen,  David  Ba^»g, 
Lieut,  Moses  Graves,  Woodbridge  Little,  Col.  Oliver  lioot^ 
Ebenezer  White  and  others. 

Pittsfield  was  incorporated  as  a  town  ^Vpril  21,  1761. 
Two  year^  previously,  the  Supreme  Cdiirt  of  the  State,  in 
compliance  with  a  petition  of  the  inl]:i})itant8,  appointed 
John  Ashley,  Ebenezer  Hitchcock,  Natlianiel  Dwight,  John 
Chadwick  and  Lieut.  Daniel  Brown,  as  a  committee  to 
make  a  division  of  the  lands  of  the  town,  (outside  the 
house  lots,)  among  the  proprietors.  Col.  Wendell  owned 
at  this  time  about  one  quarter  of  the  township,  the  heirs 
of  Col.  Stoddard  nearly  a  quarter,  and  Moees  Green  and 
Charles  Goodrich  owned  about  1,000  aeres  each.  Wiliiaan 
Pitt,  the  Engiish  statesman  was  honored  in  the  name  given 
to  the  new  town,  a  large  portion  of  whose  inhabitants  were 
emigrants  fxonLWestfield»  Wethersfield^  Ct,  and  Nortb> 
ampton  were  considerable  oontribntofs  to  the  popnlatimd 
of  the  town,  which  numbered  at  the  date  of  its  incorpo* 
ration  not  far  from  siz^  families*  Through  all  the  ehapgee 
wrought  by  death  and  emigration,  many  of  the  first  settlers 
have  preserved  their  names  and  blood  until  the  present 
time,  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  town* 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  proprietors  ailter  their  incor- 
poration (as  proprietors)  a  part  of  their  business  was  "  to 
choose  some  person  or  persons  to  make  exchan^re  of  a  part 
of  the  school  lot  for  some  part  ui"  Dea.  Crol'oot/^  lot,  so  as 
to  accommodate  his  mills,  and  to  see  what  the  |)roprietor3 
would  give  to  Dea.  Crofoot  for  setting  up  the  mills."  It 
appears  that  the  w^ater  privilege  which  Dea.  Crotbot  wish- 
ed to  occupy  was  within  the  limits  of  the  school  lot.  This 
movement  was  in  1753,  but  the  building  of  the  mill  must 
have  been  some  years  delayed,  though  eventually  the  town 
granted  to  Deacon  Crofoot  the  use  of  the  privilege  for 
several  years,  and  he  built  a  mill  and  gave  bonds  to  keep 
it  in  repair  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants.  A  fulling 
mill  was  put  up  by  Jacob  Ensign,  in  connection  with  the 
same  establishment.  Oxjfoot's  lease  expired  in  1778,  when 
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the  tow  11  -i>\(\  the  mill  privilefre  to  Ebenezer  White.  It 
mn;iiii«  (I  ill  his  hands,  iuid  in  tliose  of  his  -on.  luiui  164^ 
mliiiii  It  was  iiurcliased  by  Thomas  F.  Plunkett. 

Tho  settlers  of  Pittsfiehl  were  nearly,  if  not  (|aite,  all 
Conirre^rationalists.  Sept.  12,  1753,  they  \oted  to  raise 
£40  tor  building  a  meeting  house,  and  assessed  3s.  on  eaob 
lot  for  the  0U{>pCNrt  of  pfeaohing.  In  May,  1754,  it  was 
voted,  ^  thai  the  meeting  house  should  be  35  feet  by  30," 
The  first  ndnister  employed  was  Rev.  Cotton  Mather 
Smith,  who  was  preaching  at  Pittsfield  in  1754.  Mr* 
Smith  waa  afterwards  the  lather  <^  John  Cotton  Siuith,  who 
Imame  Geivcmoref  ConiieeticufeandafterwardaPreudeot 
«f  Ae  Am&twcnt  BiUe  Soeiely.  He,  (the  fiither,)  waa  a 
aative  of  Snffield,  Ct,  and  a  graduate  of  Yale  in  17dl. 
In  1769,  a  Mrv  Qark  was  hired  to  preach  for  a  time,  and 
In  Aug.,  1760,  Bev.  Bbenecer  Gaemsey,  who  had  preach- 
ed to  the  people  about  foor  months,  received  a  conditional 
call  to  become  the  pastor.  This  call  he  declined,  as  also 
another  tendered  to  him  afterwards.  Other  attempts  to 
settle  a  pastor  tailed.  Feb.  7,  1764,  a  church  was  or^raii- 
ized,  and  on  tlu'  i  ^^ili  oi'  the  folluvvin;i;  April,  ilev.  Tiiuiiux^ 
Allen  was  ordained  its  the  tirst  [)astor  of  the  same.  Tha 
prolt\-sion  of  faith  and  coven;\nt,  at  the  formatiou  of  the 
church,  w.^re  sitjned  by  the  following  individuals  :  Stephen 
Crofoot,  Ephraim  Stih Daniel  Hubbard,  Aaron  Baker, 
Jacob  EnsifTii  and  Wiiiium,  Lemuel  and  Elnathan  Phelps. 
In  Fel>..  1760,  it  ^vas  voted  to  raise  money  to  build  a 
meeting  house,  to  be  paid  one-half  that  year,  and  one-half 
the  year  tbllowHig,  £ortjr-five  feet  by  thirty-fiver"  lo  De- 
cember following,  it  was.voted  to  huild  the  house  55  by  45 
Ibet,  provided  the  noiMeBident  proprietors  would  pay  £80, 
and  take  four  pewa*  The  house  was  raised,  and  possiblj 
finished,  so  as  to  be  occupied,  in  1761,  but  waa  not  foUj 
finiihed  until  177a .  Mr.  Allen,  the  first  mimater,  was  a 
native  of  Northampton,  and  a  graduate  of  Harvard  in 
1763.  ■  He  was  a  manof  great  devotion,  force  and  activity, 
and,  in  the  Bevdntionary  struggle,  was  eminent  for  his 
aeal  in  the  cause  of  his  country.  He  was  at  the  head  of 
Ifae  standing  Committee  of  Oorrespondence  for  the  town, 
was  chaplain  to  the  American  Army  under  Washington, 
Sit  "White  Plains  hi  177G,  asrain  in  the  summer  of  1777  at 
Ticonderogay^d  ugaia  at  iJeniiington,  to  which  place  ho 
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amrehed  witii  a  oompony  composed  partij  of  In*  PittafiaU 
parisliioners.  From  his  lips  wont  up  the-  ferront  prayer, 
in  the  presence  of  the  Anierioan  Araxy^  on  the  moniing 
of  the  action,  and  f)nm  his  gnibwent  forth  mmj  a  -mtuv 
derous  flash  dnring  the  battle.  His  brother  Joseph  stood 
by  his  side,  in  the  action,  to  whom  the  parson  said,  "  Yon 
load,  and  I  will  fire."  On  being  subsequently  asked  wheth- 
er he  killed  a  man,  he  replied,  he  did  not  know ;  but  that, 
observing  a  flash  oticn  repeated  in  a  hush  near  by,  which 
seemed  to  be  succeeded  by  the  iall  of*  some  one  of  our 
men,  he  leveled  his  musket,  and,  firing  in  that  direction, 
put  out  that  flash."  Mutual  esteem  and  crood  will  existed 
between  him  and  his  people  for  forty  yesins,  \vhen,  in  1806, 
a  party  seced*  <1,  on  account  of  political  differences  ineident 
to  that  period,  and  were  soon  afterwards  incorporated  iis  a 
separate  p:iri^h.  But  Mr.  Allen  remained  in  connection 
with  the  original  church  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
Feb.  11,  1810.  In  addition  to  his  published  sermons,  he 
left  2,700  sermons  written  in  short  hand,  which  no  one 
has  been  able  to  decipher.  Rev.  William  Allen,  D.  D., 
his  son,  subsequently  President  of  Bowdoin  College,  Mb^ 
and  now  a  resident  of  Northampton,  was  <»dained  in  his 
place  on  the  10th  of  October  succeeding  his  father's  death. 
The  seceding  body  formed  a  -  new  church  Ang.  22, 1H09 ; 
and  Bev.  Thomas  Pnndenon  of  New  Haven,  <a  gradnale 
of  Tale  College  in  1804^  became  the  pastor  on  &o  20th 
of  the  following  October.  But  the  causes  of  the  sepam* 
tion  of  the  people  at  last  passed  away,  and  it  became  «de- 
sirable  that  they  should  re-unite.  Preparatory  to  this,  Dr. 
Allen  was  dismissed  Feb.  5,  and  Mr.  Pundenson,  May  5, 
1817,  and  the  churches  came  together  on  the  fdlowiag  7th 
of  July.  The  parishes  were  also  re-united  by  an  act  of 
the  Legislature  early  in  the  same  year. 

Rev.  Heman  Ilumplirey,  D.  D.,  late  President  of  Am- 
herst College,  and  now  a  resident  of  Fittsfield,  was  installed 
over  the  reunited  churcli  iSov.  27,  1817,  and  remained  un- 
til Sept.  23,  1823.  Dr.  Humphrey  was  a  native  of  Bur- 
lington, Ct.,  and  a  graduate  of  Yale  College  in  1805.  He 
was  succeeded  at  Pittsfield  April  15,  1824,  by  Pev.  Kutas 
W.  Bailey  of  i»iorth  Yarmouth,  Me.,  who  remained  until 
Sept.  27,  1827.  Rev.  Henry  P.  Tappan  became  hi8  Auc- 
oessor,  September  17, 1828,  and  was  diamissed  November  1, 
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ISSl.  March  7,  1832,  Rer.  John  W.  Yeomans  of  Hins- 
dale, a  pradnnte  of  ^V  ilhanis  in  1JS24,  was  installed  in  his 
place,  and  was  dismissed  September  lH3  i.  lie  was  suc- 
ceeded, February  1 1. 1835,  by  Rev.  Horatio  N.  Jirinsmude, 
D.  D.,  n  rrraduate  of  Yale  in  1822,  who  was  dismissed  in 
the  Autumn  of  1841,  and  who  was  succeeded  Feb.  16,  1842, 
by  Kev.  John  Todd,  D.  D.,  who  still  remains  the  pastor. 
The  church  is  now  quite  large,  and  possesses  a  meeting- 
koase  which  it  the  fioett  speoimeD  of  church  architectare 
in  Western  MaaMchusetts. 

In  1846,  the  colored  people  of  rittsfield^  belooging  to 
the  various  churches  and  coogr^ations,  came  together,  and 
formed  the  Second  Congregiitional  Chorch  of  Pittsfield. 
They  boilt  a  meedng-hoase,  and,  in  the  month  of  Febniacy 
that  yeer,  it  was  delicated«  The  church  oiiginall  j  con- 
sisted of  12  members.  Rev.  H.  H*  Gomet  of  Troj,  sup- 
plied  the  pulpit  for  few  Sabbaths,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Bev.  Thomas  P.  Hunt  of  Philadelphia,  who  remiunefd  for 
more  than  one  year.  In  1849,  they  called  Samuel  Hani- 
son,  then  a  theological  student,  to  labor  as  a  missionary. 
In  1850,  he  was  licensed  to  preach,  and  August  13th  of 
that  year  he  was  ordaiiiLil  us  the  pastor  of  the  church,  and 
siiil  remains  in  that  relation.  He  labors  with  great 
efficiency,  and  is  hifrhly  respected  by  all  classes  of  the 
community.  The  cIhik  h  is  small,  numbering  only  14 
members,  but  the  congregation  and  Sabbath  school  are 
comparatively  large. 

A  colony  from  the  First  Church,  consistini^  of  130  per- 
sons, was  organized  as  the  South  Congregational  Church, 
November  13,  1850.  Their  first  church  edifice  had  been 
burned  when  nearly  completed.  Another  was  immediately 
erected,  which  was  dedicated  on  the  day  previous  to  the 
organization  of  the  church.  It  is  of  the  Grecian  styie  of 
architectnre,  with  Corinthian  columns,  and  cost,  induding 
the  organ,  $17,000.  The  internal  arrangements  are  ex- 
ceedingly attractive  and  commodious.  The  pastor,  Rev. 
Samuel  Harris,  was  installed  March  12, 1851.  Since  that 
time,  this  church  has  received  some  accession  at  every  com- 
munion season.   The  present  number  of  members  is  204* 

A  small  Baptist  Church  wKs  formed  in  Pittsfield  in  1772, 
under  the  ministrations  of  Mr.  Valentine  Batfabun..  "bt 
1780,  he  and  his  people  were  led  away  from  their  faith  \>j 
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an  excitement  raised  by  neighboring  Shakers,  and  joined 
them,  but,  in  about  three  months,  Elder  Rathbun  re- 
nounced their  doctrines,  and  wrote  a  pamphlet  against 
them,  entitled  "  Rathbun's  ^Iints."  But  he  could  not  bring 
back  all  the  flock  he  had  led  away.  Kevertheless,  in  1786, 
the  church  had  24  m(  ml)ers.  Tn  1798,  it  had  become  so 
feeble  that  it  was  dropped  from  tlie  Shnffsbury  Asi^ociatioa 
in  Vermont,  to  ^vhich  it  had  belonged.  INIr.  Kathbun  was. 
a  native  of  Stoiiington,  Ct,  and  a  clothier  by  trade.  His 
church  became  extinct,  and  on  the  27th  of  October,  1800, 
a  new  one  of  16  members  was  formed,  at  the  house  of 
John  Francis,  who  became  their  first  pastor.  March  23^ 
1801,  the  church  was  recognized  by  an  ecclesiastical  covn- 
ciMbat  assembled  at  the  same  house,  and  tlieir  first  com* 
manion  was  observed  Angnst  8,  1801.  Mr.  John  Francis 
was  ordained  as  their  pastor,  June  26^  1806,  and  died 
in  office,  September  28, 1813.  No  pastor  was  settled  from 
that  date  until  May  1]  1822,  when  Bev.  Augustas  Beach 
was  installed  in  that  relation.  He  continued  until  Septem* 
ber  10, 1834  A  meeting-house  was  erected  in  1827,  the 
first  that  the  church  had  possessed.  The  next  pastor,  Ber. 
Edwin  Sandys,  was  settled  May  1,  1838,  dismissed  in  De- 
cember, 1841,  and  was  succeeded,  January  11, 1843,  by  Rev. 
George  W.  Harris,  who  remained  only  until  the  following 
April.  Rev.  A.  Kingsbury  was  the  next  pastor,  and  was 
settled  in  May,  1843,  and  closed  his  labors  in  1(S45.  Rev. 
Bradley  Miner  was  his  successor,  April  1,  1846,  and  was 
dismissed  December  1,  1850.  The  church  became  a  regu- 
larly incorporated  body  December  27,  1849 ;  and  January 
10,  1850,  a  new  and  beautiful  church  edifice  wfi>  dedicated. 
Rev.  Lemuel  Porter  of  Lowell  became  the  next  pastor, 
April  1,  1851,  and  still  occupies  that  othce. 

Methodism  was  introduced  into  tlie  East  part  of  the 
town  by  Rev.  Messrs.  Lemuel  Smith  and  Thomas  Everett, 
who  traveled  on  Stockbridge  circuit,  about  1789.  It  was 
part  of  their  duty,  as  was  common  in  the  early  history  of 
this  church,  to  enlaiige  their  circuits  by  establishing  new 
preaching  places,  wherever  they  could  obtain  willing  hear- 
ers, whether  in  private  houses,  barns,  school  houses,  or  the 
open  fields.  In  the  £ast  part  of  Pittsfield  they  preached 
in  {nivate  dwellings.  The  same  Mr.  Smith  introduced 
Methodism  into  the  West  part  of  the  town,  in  1791.  His 
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first  sennon  fbm  was  in  the  hotne  of  Col.  Root  Metli#* 
dism  was  pennaneDtly  estal^lisbed  tltere  in  179^  bj  Ber* 
Bobeit  Green,  wbo^  on  bia  way  to  meet  an  appomtment  in 
Lebanon,  N.  T*,  was  weatbei^bonnd  in  tbat  ne^boriiood, 
and  improved  tbe  time  by  preaebing  at  tbe  boose  of  Mr. 
Stevens.  Vt,  Green  formed  tbe  Httsield  Circuit. 

Tbe  first  Metbodist  cbnrcb  ediiiee  witliin  tbe  town  was 
erected  in  the  West  part  in  1800.  From  that  time  until 
the  present,  regular  ])reaching  has  been  continued.  In  ' 
1810.  the  New  York  Annual  Conference,  embracing  about 
*  100  u(  lirrs,  m«'t  in  this  first  edifice,  under  the  superin- 
tend«'n(*«'  uf  the  veiwTable  Bishop  A.sbury. 

From  the  introduction  of  Metinxlisin  into  the  town,  there 
was  only  occasional  3Iethodist  preaching  in  the  viUage  of 
Pitt«fiolfl.  The  first  sermon  was  preached  by  the  far- 
famed  and  apostoHc  Frecboi-n  Garrettson,"  who  was  then 
presiding  elder  of  tlie  district  embracing  the  Pittsfield  Cir- 
cuit, but  no  class  was  formed  until  1^27,  when  Bev.  P.  C. 
Oakley  orgai^ized  one,  consisting  of  seven  members.  After 
the  organization  of  the  Pittsfield  Circuit,  by  Mr.  Green,  in 
1792,  to  1822,  the  following;  per  nns  were  the  duly  appointed 
ministers  in  Pittsfield :  Rev.  Messrs.  Lorenzo  Dow,  Jobn 
Robinson,  Nortbrup,  Datus  EnsigUi  Cocbian,  Seaxle% 
Friend  Draper,  Setb  Crowell,  £ben  and  James  ^Smiili, 
Culver,  Billy  Hibbaid,*  David  Miller,  Daniel  Coe,  J.  J. 
Matthias,  Lewis  Pease  and  James  CoveL 

Metbodism  continued  to  flourisb  at  tbe  sevmil  piieaidiing 
^aces,  and  in  1829,  under  tbe  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  Cyrus  • 
Prindle,  a  neat  and  commodious  house  was  erected  in  the 
villatre,  on  East  Street.  A  lart^er  and  more  convenient 
cliuirh  edifice  was  erected  in  1851,  under  tlie  superin- 
tendence of  Rev.  Stephen  Parks,  in  a  central  part  of  the 
viHage.  The  following  are  the  names  of  the  ininiisters,  in 
snoeession,  since  1824  :  Rev.  Messrs.  John  TS  ixon,  Bradley 
Sellick,  P.  C.  Oakley,  Cyrus  Prindle,  J.  Z.  Nichols,  Timo- 
thy Benedict,  F.  W.  Smith,  Henry  Smith,  L.  A.  .Sanford, 
John  gor,  P.  M.  Hitchcock,  Prof.  D.  D.  AVhedon,  D.  D., 
Andr  w  Witherspoon,  Zebulon  Phillips,  Sanford  Wasb* 
burn,  Stephen  Parks  and  B.  Hawley,  A.  M. 

A  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  was  organised  in  JaanaiTV 
1 853,  with  about  twenty  communicant^.   Tbe  congregation 
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in  attendance  numbers  17i»  or  200.    The  present  piisiur  is 
Kev.  Cyrus  Prindle. 

The  J^^piscopal  Society  was  organized  according  to  Idw 
in  the  Summer  of  1830,  under  the  name  of  St.  Stephen's 
Church,  llev.  George  T.  Chapman,  D.  D.,  was  principally 
instrumental  in  gathering  the  church,  which  was  composed 
of  one  mrile  niid  two  female  members  only, — two  of  whom 
yet  live  to  unjoy  the  prosperity  of  the  now  flourishing  or- 

*  gaiiization.  Rev.  Edward  Bfillard  was  constituted  the  fii^t 
rector,  and  the  church  edifice  was  dedicated  in  December^ 
1832.  Mr.  Ballard  retired  at  the  end  of  about  16  years^ 
when  the  duties  of  reotor  were  performed  by  various  per-  * 
SOBS  until  the  present  incumbent.  Rev.  Mr.  Parvin,  was 
pennaDeotly  settled.  The  church  edifice  is  built  of  stone, 
haa  a  fine  organ,  is  handsomely  furnished,  and  cost  $14,00Qi. 
The  church  owes  no  debt,  and,  considering  its  numbers,  is 
probably  the  wealthiest  church  ill  the  town. 

In  January,  1774,  a  company  of  minute  men  was  formed 
vnder  Capt  David  Noble, — ^a  practical  exhibition  of  the 
early  position  of  the  town  in  the  Beyolutionary  movement  i 
and  in  June,  the  same  year,  a  standing  Committee  of  Safety 
and  Correspondencis  was  appointed.  The  town  contribute 
largely  of  men  and  means  to  carry  on  the  war,  in  answer 
to  the  repeated  requisitions  of  the  General  Court.  Other 
particulars  of  the  connection  of  Pittslield  with  tlie  Revo- 
lutionary movement  are  detailed  in  the  Outline  History. 
[Vol.  1,  pp.  2U8-1).]  ^  • 

In  17G4,  the  town  voted  ''to  cleai*  one  and  a  quarter 
acres  of  land  near  the  meetinpr-house  for  a  place  of  burial." 
This  work,  however,  lingered  tor  several  years.  The  trees 
were  frirdind,  hut  not  removed;  the  places  for  burial  were 

•  cramped  and  rough;  no  headstones  had  bt^n  reared,  no 
fence  built.  In  1768,  the  town  erected  a  fence,  and  cleared 
a  considerable  space,  appointed  a  sexton,  and  voted  ''to 
provide  a  spade,  a  hoe  and  a  pick  for  the  use  of  Aaron 
Stiles,  the  sexton,  to  dig  graves^"  "  every  man  having  a 
chance  to  work  out  his  proportion  of  the  tax  therefor,  if  he 
attended  according  to  David  Bush's  warning."  Nearly  all 
of  this  grave-yardy  then  cleared  from  the  woods,  and  for 
nearly  70  years  usei  as  the  town  burial  ground,  is  nowoc- 
ieupied  by  streets,  stores  and  public  buildings.  In  1830, 
a*  large  lot  was  purchased,  then  sufficiently  retired, 
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and  is  known  as  ^llie  new  barjing  ground."  But  the 
Wetlern  Railroad  was  cnt  diroctlj  throagh  the  center  of 
hi  and  it  is  now  pressed  bj  a  dmie  and  inereasing  popofaK 
lion.  In  1849,  the  town  pnreliaaed  a  &rm  lying  a  mile 
Nortii-Wettof  the  village,  and  containing  IdO  iMMa»  Thia 
land,  aeeiured  for  the  porpoeea  ft  a  CoBiotery  forever,  vaa 
eanveyed  to  a  Cetnetefjeorpomtioivwlioaredeimpiigthe 
expense  of  beaotif jing  it  hj  the  sale  of  Jots.  A  aitoatioa 
vote  beantifitOj  adapted  to  Hhe  purpose  could  not  have  * 
been  femid.  Entering  the  Eaalem  gate,  we  pass  a  ftai 
»  strip  of  fertile  land,  till  we  cross  a  rapid  and  sparkling 
stream — a  bmncli  of  the  Ilousatonic.  At  the  right,  stands 
a  dense  grove  of  Turcot  U-ers,  throuLrh  which  the  road 
winds.  Emerging  from  the  wood,  mid  passing  a  little  gem 
of  a  lake  with  li^  islets,  tlie  expand ■  of  the  crround  opens 
to  the  view,  li^-ing  jrently  towards  tln^  Wf«t,  and  vet  broken 
into  a  pleasing  variety  of  hill  and  valh  v.  The  ;iround 
was  tastefully  laid  out  in  walks  and  avenues,  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  11.  Stone  of  New  York,  well  known  for 
his  skill  in  landscape-gardening.  Hundreds  of  trees  have 
been  set  out,  and  many  lots  tastefully  improved.  But  the 
veil  is  yet  only  half  withdrawn  from  its  beauty*  Everj 
jear  nature  and  art  increase  its  charms. 

The  fi>Uowing  natives  of  Pittsfield,  have  been  graduatea 
of  coUegeSi  the  date  being  biooght  down  only  to  1844 : 

Thomas  Allen,  Jr.,  Harvard,  1789;  William  P.  White,  Wil- 
liam  Stoddard^  Jndah  A.  Lee,  Williams,  1799;  Thomas  ft. 
Stioog,  Yale.  1800 ;  David  W.  Childs.  Williams,  1800;  Perry  • 
0.  Cmids^  Williams,  1800;  Charles  Goodrich,  Jr.,  Yale,  1797; 
Henry  H.  Childs,  Williams,  1802;  William  Allen,  Harvard, 
1802;  Jashub  B.  Luce,  Williams,  1804;  Thomas  A.  Gold, 
WilllaiBs,  1806 ;  Timothy  Childs,  Williams,  1811;  Sylvester 
Lamed,  Williams,  1813  ;  Solomon  M.  Allen,  Dartmouth,  1813  : 
Charles  Lamed,  Joshua  N.  Danforth,  Williams  18 18;  Charles 
Dillingham,  Williams,  1819;  George  Wr  Campbell.  Union, 
1820 ;  Henry  K.  Strong,  Union,  1821;  James  D.  Colt,  1st, 
Union  ;  Samuel  A.  Allen,  Williams,  1825;  James  K.  Kellogg, 
Union;  Geo.  W.  Francin,  Union:  Samuel  D.  Colt,  Williams,  • 
1829;  Jesse  W.  Goodrich,  Union,  1829;  Israel  Dickinson, 
Williams,  1830;  David  White,  Williams,  1831 ;  Buffer  Good- 
rich, Union,  1832;  Charles  E.  West  Union,  1832;  Thomas 
Allen,  Union,  1832:  William  G.Weston,  Williams,  1882; 
Hubbard  Beebe,  Williams,  1833;  James  D.  Colt,  2dy  Wil- 
liams, 1838 ;  William  W.  Edwards,  WiUiams^  1838 ;  Joseph 
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,  M  Bush,  Williams,  1838;  Calvin  G.  Martin,  Williams,  1839; 
James  M.  Burt,  Williams,  1840;  Timothy  Childs,  Williams, 
1841;  Thomas  Colt,  Williams,  1842;  Lemuel  B.  Gay,  Wil- 
liams,  j843;  William  Allen,  Union,  1844:  James  C.  Clapp. 
Williams,  18 14. 

An  account  of  the  schools  in  Pittsfield  is  given  in  Part 
2  of  this  worky  and  of  the  newspapers,  in  the  appropriate 
article  in  the  same  part.  [Vol.  1,  pp.  465  to  469,  and 
497-8-9.]  One  of  the  roost  interesting  events  in  the  his* 
torj  of  Pittsfield  was  the  Berkshire  Jnbilee,  held  there  on  the 
22d  and  23d  of  August,  1844. .  The  doings  of  this  occa-  « 
sion  fill  a  large  and  beautiful  volume,  which  must  long  re* 
main  a  treasured  memorial  of  one  ^  the  most  remarkable 
social  .and  intellectual  festivals  ever  celebrated  in  this 
country. 

Pittsfield  was  the  residence,  in  early  times,  of  many  men 
who  were  active  and  eminent  in  the  great  movements  then 
in  progress,  lion.  \\  illiani  W  illiams  who  settled  in  17 oo, 
was  a  graduate  of  Harvard  in  1729,  and,  through  a  long 
series  of  years,  was  apjininted  to  and  fulfilled  various  high 
military  oilices  in  coniK  ctiou  with  the  French  and  Indian 
wars.  He  was  also  a  magistrfife,  Judge  of  the  Berkshire 
County  Court  when  that  county  was  tirst  erected,  its  pre- 
siding judge  in  1765,  an  office  which  he  held  until  1781 ; 
and  also  Judge  of  Probate.    He  died  Aj^l  5,  1784. 

Col.  Oliver  Boot  served  in  two  campaigns  in  the  second 
^  French  War,  was  present  at  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne  at 
Saratoga,  was  Major  under  CoL  Brown,  when -that  brave 
officer  fell  at  Stone  Arabia,  and  succeeded  to  his  command, 
winning  much  honor  by  his  skill  and  bravery  in  conducting 
the  retreat.   He  died  May  2, 1826,  aged  85. 

Woodbridge  Little,  a  lawyer,  who  has  already  been  men** 
tioned  as  a  benefactor  of  WilliWs  College,  lived  in  Pitts* 
field.  He  was  born  in  Lebanon,  Ct.,  graduated  at  Yale  in 
17 GO,  moved  to  Pittsfield  about  1760,  and  died  June  21, 
1813,  aged  72. 

Col.  John  Brown,  a  resident  of  Pittsfield,  has  already 
been  briefly  noticed  in  the  Outline  History,  in  his  connec- 
tion with  the  Revolution.  It  yet  remains  to  th(^  historian 
of  the  Revolutionary  period  to  a"ive  to  him  the  honor  due 
his  intrepid  character,  his  manly  and  i'eariess  spirit,  and  his 
valuable  services.   (]VoL  1,  pp.  22d-4.J 
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Space  fails  us  tu  >peak  of  Col.  Simon  Laraed,  Gen, 
Charit^B  LariKHl.  Col.  Joshua  Daidorih,  Dr.  Timothy  Cbilds, 
and  ot)i«*rs,  oiIk  rrs  in  the  Revuluiion,  and  all,  at  times  in 
thfir  lives,  residents  of  Pitt^fiekl.  No  town  in  Western 
Mai^sachusetts  has  been  to  6uch  an  extent  the  residence  of 
ttich  meii)  though  bardlj  one  of  them  was  bom  upoo  her 
territor}'.  Five  memben  of  Congress  have  gone  from 
Pitt^tieid,  vi«:  Simon  Lamedy  Ezekiel  Bacon,  John  W. 
Huribut,  George  N.  Briggs  and  Julias  Rockwell.  Mr. 
Bockwell  has  aUo  been  a  member  of  the  U.  &  Senate,  bj 
appointment  to  fill  a  vacancj,  and  Mr.  Briggs  was  Governor 
q£  the  State  for  several  years. 

It  is  claimed  that  in  the  year  1804  the  first  broadcloths 
ever  manofiictared  in  this  country  were  made  in  Pittsfieid. 
About  1789,  one  Arthur  Scholfield  emigrated  from  Saddles- 
worth,  near  Leeds,  and  came  into  Pittsfield  in  1800.  Here 
he  at  once  set  up  a  machine  for  carding  wool,  and,  although 
the  women  wt^i  e  somewhat  jealous,  at  first,  of  his  inno- 
vations, they  soon  became  his  patrons,  and  wagons  heaped 
with  w  uul  came  teeming  into  the  town,  and  went  out,  with 
thf^  same  neatly  cai'ded  into  rolls,  the  env(  lop  (a  spare 
sheet  in  most  cases,)  being  secured  witli  thorns,  for  that 
was  before  the  day  of  cheap  pins.  ^Ir.  Scholfield  was 
soon  joined  by  his  nephew  Isaac,  and  commenced  the  man* 
ufacture  of  carding  machines  for  sale.  These  machines 
commanded  about  $1,300  each.  Scholfield  was  a  man  of 
great  enei^  and  enterprise.  In-order  to  get  his  machinery 
ont  from  England,  from  which  its  exportation  to  this  conn* 
try  was  forbidden,  he  had  to  make  two  voyages  to  England, 
and  bring  his  machinery  out  piece-meal,  hidden  *  in  hia 
bedding,  with  drawings  and  models  of  the  more  cambroas 
parts.  Having  been  joined  by  one  Bigby,  another  English- 
man  of  congenial  spirit,  the  Scholfields  carried  on  their 
business  profitably  until  the  introduction  of  power  looms, 
when  they  entered  heartily  into  the  new  improvements. 
During  the  war  of  1812,  they  sold  considerable  quantities 
of  the  gray  mixed  broadcloth,  which  was  the  uniform  of 
one  of  the  regiments,  to  the  olTicers  stationed  at  Pittsfield, 
It  was  a  coarse,  stout  article,  and  worth  now,  perhaps,  $1  50 
per  yard.  It  then  sold  for  Slf).  IMcn  still  living,  and  not 
«ld  SGken  by  any  means,  r^memb^r  liigby,  wh9  was  a  man 
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of  fine  personal  appearance,  as  he  sat  at  his  loom,  and 
turned  off       hand-woven  broadcloth. 

The  iron-axle  manutkeiuiy  of  the  Messrs.  Pomeroy  is 
the  «nceessor  of  a  musket  manufactorr,  from  which  uerc 
supj-li(  (1  to  the  IT.  S.  Onvemment  marn-  lu-m^  in  the  war 
of  1612,  and  where  for  ;i  long  time  arms  were  made  on 
contract  for  different  States.  The  axles  made  by  them  are 
celebrated  thi-oughout  the  country.  The  establishment  was 
founded  bj  the  late  Lemuel  Pomeroj^  and  is  continued  by 
his  sons,  in  connection  with  a  woolen  manufactory,  also 
commenced  by  him.  They  are  a  branch  of  the  fiastbamp* 
ton  Pomeroys,  and  still  preserve  an  interesting  memento 
of  their  removal  from  Connecticut  to  that  town,  in  the  early 
times,  in  the  form  of  an  anyil,  which  was  draped  alimg  the 
I  shore  of  the  Connecticut,  in  the  journey  Northward. 
Messrs.  Pomeroy  use  in  their  woolen  manufactures,  225,000 
lbs.  of  wool,  and  in  their  axle  business,  80  tuns  of  iron,  all 
Talued  at  $1 10,000.  They  employ  150  hands,  and  produce 
225,000  yards  of  sdtinets,  1,000  sets  of  axles,  and  60,000 
yards  of  cloth,  a  portion  of  it  being  made  with  cotton  warp, 
for  carriage  linings.  The  woolen  mill  has  been  in  opera- 
tion since  1814,  and  the  value  of  the  aggregate  annual  pro- 
duction is  $175,000. — Plunkett,  Clapp  &■  Co.  manufacture 
cotton  sheetings,  using  4o0,000  Ihs.  of  cotton  annually, 
valued  at  $40,000,  employing  100  hands,  and  producing 
1,250,000  yards  annually,  valued  at  :>75,000. — S.  &  C. 
Russell  use  300,000  lbs.  .of  stock,  valued  at  $  15,000,  in 
making  annually  6,000  bales  of  wadding,  valued  at 
$55,000.  They  have  been  in  operation  three  year^,  and 
employ  IB  hands. — Gibbs  &  Colt  manufacture  fine  writing 
papers,  using  annually  260,000  lbs.  of  rags,  valued  at 
$28,000,  in  making  100  tuns  paper,  valued  at  $40,000. — 
Dodge  &  Franeis  make  steam  engines,  boilers,  steam  saw- 
mills, Parker  water  wheels,  Scc^  using  annually  140  tuns 
of  wrought  iron,  140  tuns  pig  iron,  100  tuns  scrap  do.,  and 
1  tun  steel,  valued  in  the  aggregate  fit  $30,000 ;  employing- 
76  hands,  and  producing  30  boilers,  10  engines,  and  20  sets 
of  Parker  water  wheels,  valued  at  $80,000.  The  concern 
has  been  in  operation  ten  years,— the  first  seven  under 
McKay  &  Hoadley.— The  Pontoosuc  Woolen  Mann^Mtmv 
ing  Company's  mill  is  situated  near  the  outlet  of  Ponteoouo 
Lakit,  md  wa&  efitablish^d  in  1825.   It  annually  manufii& 
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tures  200.000  lbs.  of  wool  into  wool  and  cotton  warp  broad- 
cloth!*, of  wliicli  13().0(K)  vanls  are  nianufartiind  annually 
by  12.")  hands.  Valiu ,  S200,()0().— TJie  ritt.sficld  Woolen 
Co.  havf  \H'vn  enj^a'^rd  three  year-  in  the  manufaeture  of 
cotton  warp  bix>adelolhs,  u>inir  annually  1Gj,U()0  lbs.  wool 
and  l-lO.tMM)  yards  cotton  warps,  valued,  with  other  items 
of  8toek,  at  $'JO,(MH) ;  employing  *J0  hands,  and  producing 
120,(»no  yards  cluth,  valued  at  $150,000. — D.  &  H.  Stearns 
ruQ  120  looms  in  the  manufacture  of  satinets  and  cassi* 
meres. — J.  V.  Barker  Brothers  run  sixty  looms  on  sati- 
neUy  making  annually  O()0,(i()0  yards,  valued  at  $250,000, 
and  employing  100  hands.  Pittsfield  has  other  important 
manufacturing  interests  whose  statistics  are  not  accessible. 

On  the  22d  of  February,  1855,  the  Berkshire  Manniao 
tnrers*  Association  held  its  first  annual  meeting  at  Pitts- 
field.  Hon,  £.  H.  Kellogg,  the  president  of  the  association, 
delivered  an  address,  and,  in  consequence  of  this  meeting, 
interesting  statistics  of  manufactures  have  been  brought  out, 
one  class  of  which,  as  the  development  of  an  interest  which 
had  its  origin  in  Pittsfield,  it  is  proper  to  introduce  here. 
The  following  table  shows  that  Berkshire  County  is  one 
of  the  most  prulilic  among  the  woolen  manufacturing  coun- 
ties of  New  England.  The  figures  may  differ  somew^hat 
with  those  given  elsewhere,  but  it  is  understood,  of  course, 
that  bolli  csiimatc£>  are  approximate :  . 

STATtSnOS  OF  BXBXSHnUI  ICAmDVAOTIint. 
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Berkihlre  Wl^OiKktttBwrliifton,  8  83  fiOn.OOO  Union  CaMimcrcB  |.3<iO.'ino  125 

Glendaie  Woolen  Co «BloekMage,  6  Oi)  Oni.imi  SatituU  -jMiSKht  iivi 

Plainer «  Smith,  10  »)  SOMdiO  Satineta  and  CusBlraerei  350.'M)»  im 

L.  Haaaett  A  Co..  Lee.  3  ;*)  ;>li)."i«0  Satiiu  ts  l^MRM*  50 

J..  Pomeroy'a  Honn.  •'itt«fl«M,  9  Hi)  •JM.yn*)  tettxMti  and  UrcMddoth  175,0UU  150 

D.  A  II  Stearna,  PittsflelcU  lit)    Satinets    — 

J.  V  Hnrk.  r  *  Hrolhera.  Pittaflcld,  «  t5<)  GOl,<"i>0  Satineta  15»/>00  HH) 

I'itt.-ii.M  \\o.,Un  «  o,  Fittattild,  3  JW  m^m  Cotton  \\ arp  BroadcHhf  ISO^iW  100 

Fontciauc  Munurg  Co..  Pittafteld,  6  40  1»MIOO  All  w'l &o*D  ir'pb'd«*tha  SOOUOfJ  120 

Charlea  Plunlteit,IIinMliae.  6  98  100,000  CoUoa  WarpaiOMle*tllf  1IO/>0  KM) 

njnidalclt  RirburtK  HlMiliae,  S  IS  mm  do.      do.     (tew  MM  40 

riUBlicttftKittri.lge,  UlnSd^  S  »  SnojOOO  Satinets  WfiBO  » 

O.  WMton.  Dalion.  1  10    /6.000  do.    \S 

8.  Blackini7ton  ft  Co..  N.  Adami.  7  70  000.000  do.  300,000  125 

Inpill  .  IM.  r  A  Co  ,  N'.  A<l;UTig,  7  70  fVIOOOO  do.  8Ui."00  liS 

W  t  llH,  Bruvlou  i:  Co  .N.  A<lnma,  4  40  .T»),(l00  da  IHO.OiO  75 

Willlum  Pollock  A  Co..  s  A  lama,  8  »)  i^*nm  do.  lOHXKiO'  C6 

BuJMTftBxoUier.llMMMMil^  2  •JO  IM^OUU  do.  00,000*  80 

W  m  •btimated. 
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populatioji  of  Pittsfield  in  1840  was  4,000 :  in 
1850,  6,032  ;  increase  in  ten  years,  1,972.  The  population 
has  been  constantly  on  the  increase  since  the  latter  date. 

RICHMOND. 

In  1760,  a  company,  through  their  agent,  Samuel  Brown> 
Jr.,  of  Stockbridge,  bought  a  tract  of  land  of  two  chiefs 
the  Stockbridge  Indians,  named  Epbraim  and  Yokun,  lying 
.next  North  of  Stockbridge,  between  the  New  York  line 
and  the  Housatoiiic  river.  The  Mitti  paid  was  £1,790. 
On  the  M  of  June,  1762,  the  terrifory  was  sold  at  auction 
in  Boston,  iss  township  Now  8,  to  Joskh  Dean,  for  £2,550, 
and  by  him  it  was  tmnsferred,  in  February,  1763,  to  Mr. 
Brown  alid  his  associates,  for  £650^  Febmary  17, 1763, 
tlie  Oen^eal  Court  confirmed  the  purcfafllBe  to  the  new  pro- 

Crietors,  on  condition  that  they  would,  i^ithin  five  years, 
are  the  purchase  occupied  by  fifty  settlers,  who  should 
each  erect  a  dwelling  house  of  specified  dimensions,  and 
have  seven  acres  of  land  under  cultivation,  and  together 
settle  a  learned  Protestant  minister  of  the  Gospel.  The 
tract  was  already  div  ided  into  lots,  and  the  future  existence 
of  two  towns  anticipated  by  a  dividing  line,  commencinsr  at 
the  present  South-East  corner  of  Richmond,  and  running 
thence  JNorth,  2  deg.  West  to  the  North  lin*'  of  the  pnr- 
chase.  The  territory,  emhracini^  nbout  9,000  acres.  West 
of  this  line,  was  called  Mount  Kphniim,  and  that  East, 
Yokun-town,  both  in  honor  of  the  sachems  of  whom  the  first 
purchase  was  made.  The  settlement  of  each,  was,  for  the 
existing  state  of  things,  in  fair  progress,  but,  as  they  ha4 
no  power  to  levy  and  cpUect  taxes  for  any  purpose,  un- 
pleasant delays  in  improvements  were  the  necessary  result. 

Accordingly,  on  the  31st  of  January,  1764,  the  General 
Court  passed  an  act  empowering  them  to  call  meetings, 
grant  taxes,  assess,  collect  and  dispose  of  moneys,  &c^ 
S>r  the  purpose  of  carrying  forward  the  settlement  of  the 
plantations ;  and  the  settlers,  by  this  act,  were  exempted 
nx>m  paying  any  taxes  in  the  adjoining  towns.  The  act 
seems  to  have  been  equivalent  to  an  incorporation  of  the 
proprietors  in  a  somewhat  lower  form  than  that  of  a  .dts* 
trict.  Under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  a  warrant  was 
issued  by  Timothy  Woodbridge,  on  the  27th  of  the  succeed* 
ing  February,  iur  a  prourietors'  meeting  to  be  held  on  the 


Digitized  by 


17tli  of  April  followlDgy  at  tbe  honse  of  John  OumhJh^ 
in  MoaDt  £pbndiii*  At  Ihis  meeting  Timothj  Wood- 
bridge  w«B  cbosDD  modemor,  Samuel  Bf<owii»  Jr^  derk, 
and  Samuel  Brown  of  Stockbridge,  Capt  Charles  Good- 
rich of  Pittiifield,  Capt.  Thomas  North  and  Micah  Mudge 
of  Mount  Ephraim,  and  Jacob  Bacou  of  Yokuntown,  com- 
tuiitn*  to  lay  out  aii»i  repair  highways,  and  Elijah  Williams 
of  West  Stockbridge,  treasurer.  At  the  same  meeting, 
£'2'>  was  raised  **  to  hire  priaching  for  the  year  ensuing,** 
aiid  Jacob  Bacon,  Kphraim  iS<  cicy  aud  Klijah  Brown  were 
chosen  a  oommiftcc  to  "cinplny  some  meet  person  to 
preach,"  until  tin.'  sum  ^oted  :>hould  be  expended. 

On  the  of  May,  in  the  same  year,  another  meeting 
was  culled,  to  see  if  th<i  pro|»rietors  would  build  a  meetiiiL!: 
house  in  Mount  Ephraim,  and  another  in  Yokuntown,  at 
whieh  nieetiog  it  was  voted  to  build  a  meettng  bo^se  in 
Mount  E{>hraim  at  the  place  where  the  stake  is  set,  near 
the  North-west  corner  of  lot  number  six,  in  the  first  divis* 
ion/'  It  was  further  specified  that  the  house  should  be 
tliirty'-five  feet  wide,  and  forty-five  feet  lon^  and  a  soitar 
ble  height  for  that  biguess."  This  house  was  built  nearlj 
opposite  to  where  the  Methodist  chapel  now  stands,  and 
manj  of  its  timbers  may  still  be  seen  in  a  dwelling  house 
occupying  nearly  the  same  ground  on  which  it  stood.  Ai 
this  meeting  it  was  also  voted  to  build  a  house  of  like  di* 
mensionB  in  Yokuntown,  and  a  tax  of  twen^  shillings  on 
aaeh  hundred  acres  was  levied  to  defray  the  expense  of 
building, — the  annuity  arising  from  the  lands  in  Mount 
Kphraim  to  he  applied  to  their  house,  and  that  in  Yokun- 
town to  theirs,  and  committees  were  a[)pointed  in  each 
division  to  superintend  the  building  of  Uieir  houses  re- 
spectively. 

June  20,  17f>'),  the  territory  under  consideration  was 
incorporated  as  ilie  town  of  Kichmoiit,  in  hoaor,  it  is  sup* 
po^^ed,  of  the;  Duke  of  Ivichmond. 

The  tir>t  town  meeting  in  Kichmont  was  held  July  2, 
176a,  at  the  house  of  John  Chamberlain.  The  object  of 
this  meeting  was  to  raise  additional  sums  to  finish  the 
meeting  houses  and  employ  preachers.  The  settlement 
of  the  town  and  the  progress  of  im^mvements  were 
pfosperousy  insomuch  that  motives  of  strength,  and  con*, 
venieoce  in  transacting  business  required  a  <Uvision»  Which 
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was  made  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  February  26,  i767, 
at  which  lime  the  Easterly  portion  took  the  name  and  be- 
came the  district  of  Lenox,  leaving  the  original  name  to 
the  Western  party  or  Mount  Ephraim  purchase*  By  this 
division,  however,  the  whole  of  the  Yokun  purchase  was 
not  set  to  Lenox*  Had  it  been  done,  the  limits  of  Rich- 
mont  would  havf^  been  only  about  two  miles  wide  on  the 
North  line.  ^Vhile  Bichmont  needed  more  territory,  the 
inhabitants  of  Yokuntown  West  of  the  mountain,  would 
have  beei)  put  to  great  inconvenience  by  the  distance  and 
difficulties  of  travel  in  reaching  Lenox*  To  remedy  these 
evils,  about  1,700  acres  of  the  Western  portion  of  the  Yo^ 
kun  purchase,  on  the  division  of  the  town,  were  annexed 
to  Bichmont,  which  now  is  bounded  on  the  West  by  New 
York  State,  North  by  Hancock  and  Pittsfield,  East  by 
Lenox,  and  South  by  Stockbridge  and  West  Stockb ridge. 
The  town  is  four  miles  square.  The  linos  are  all  very 
*  regular  except  the  Ea^t  one,  which,  to  accommodate  land- 
holders along  the  Wcf  tem  slope  of  Lenox  mountain,  is 
very  irregular,  sometimes  cornering  at  the  base  of  the , 
mountain,  and  t^oraetimes  making  angles  on  the  summit. 

"Richmond  is  beautifully  situated  in  a  valley  o]iening 
from  North-east  to  South-west,  which  about  equally  divides 
the  town,  and  terminates  on  the  West  iu  the  Taghconic 
hills,  and  on  the  East  in  Lenox  mountain.  Limestone^ 
marble,  marl  and  iron  are  all  found  within  this  town  in 
liberal  quantities.  The  range  of  boulders  extending  acrostf 
this  town,  and  into  Stockbridge  and  Lee,  has  excited  con- 
siderable attention  in  the  scientific  world,  and  is  worthy  of 
more  particular  investigation.  These  rocks,  some  of  whioh 
will,  at  the  lowest  fair  estimate,  weigh  20  tuns,  were  evi^ 
dently  transported  from  highlands  in  the  state  of  New 
York  across  the  Taghconic  mountain  into  Bichmond,  where 
a  part  of  the  cargo  was-  discharged,  and  the  remainder 
borne  over  Lenox  mountain  South-eastward.  In  Bioh* 
mond,  this  trail  of  rocks  is  about  three  miles  wide  on  the 
West  line  of  the  town,  while,  in  the  East  part,  it  may  be 
reduced  to  two  mites.  They  are  found  most  numerous 
near  the  center  of  the  current,  and  at  the  West  base  of 
acclivities  over  which  the  current  passed,  where,  as  appear- 
ances indicate,  the  barque  that  floated  them  ran  aground, 
and  threw  ballast  overboard  to  lighten,  so  as  to  pass  ^pugk 
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flhfiilow  water.  Sometimes  we  tin<l  them  on  the  topn  of 
ridges,  acatlered  plentit'ullj,  as  thougii  t  bey,  by  dragging 
tbe  bottoiOy  had  been  stopfMid  in  their  course.  On  the  Kmt 
aide  of  Lenox  mouotaiiiy  and  near  the  road  passing  from 
W«it  Stockbndge  to  Lano^  (on  ihe  North  aide  of  tha 
road  and  adong  a  little  riyiilet,)  are  sone  twenty  or  thirtj 
aC  tiiaao  loaka  lying  in  oaoAised  oider,  aa  thoii^  in  paaa- 
lag  awagr  fiom  the  raoontain,  the  tnnsjpQitiBg  power  had 

"  madea  fearful  pkingey  and  left  a  partot  ita  harden. 

*  Mkah  Mudge  commaneed  the  aettlement  of  Bichmond 
in  176O9  and  hia  residenoe  in  the  Southneast  part  of 
the  town,  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  James  P.  Nichol- 
son. The  remains  of  the  cellar  over  whicli  his  house  stood, 
aiid  the  well  which  supplied  him  with  water  are  siiii  to  be 
seen  in  the  orchard  East  of  Mr.  KicUul^oii's  residence. 
Eliza  kludge,  his  daughter,  was  the  first  white  child  born 
in  tins  tuwu.  Mr.  Mudpre  and  his  family  remained  tliere 
alone  durinrr  tin?  suitnm  i-,  but,  in  the  autumn,  Ichabod 
Woofl  Irom  Kehoboth,  moved  in,  and  settled  on  the  lot 
where  the  Congregational  Church  now  stands.  There, 
three  miies  apan,  these  two  settlers  spent  the  long  and 
rigid  winter  that  followed.  In  1761,  Elijah  and  Isaae 
Brown,  John  Chamberlain^  David  Pixley,  Joaeph  Patter- 
son,  and  David,  Tiniai^y  and  Aaron  Rowley,  moved  im 
with  their  familie8»  and  settled  in  the  Sooth  aad  South-west 
part  ef  the  town*  In  17$2»  the  aettlement  was  extended 
into  the  West  part  of  the  town^hy  Joseph  and  Pnnl-  Bayw 
WMad)  and  into  the  South-east  pinrt  by  John  and  Daniel 
SHoeaon.  la  1768,  the  East  part  was  settled  by  Prinoe 
and  Jonathan  West,  Jacob  Redington,  Stephen  Benton, 
John  Higby  and  John  Bacon,  and  the  North  part  by  David 
Rossiter  and  Benjamin  Merriman.  From  this  time  the 
settlement  went  on  with  nux  h  rapidity. 

In  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  tlie  people  of  Richmond 
were  most  decidedly  on  the  side  of  the  country.  At  home, 
and  in  the  army,  they  did  all  that  was  possible  for  them  to 
do,  in  advancing  to  a  successful  issue  the  common  cause. 
Biit  tiie  records  fail  us  in  regard  to  the  most  interesting 
part  of  their  action.  The  reeords  from  1769  to  1776, 
were  lost  by  the  burning  <^  the  derk's  olfioe.  In  1777^ 
James  Grates  was  chosen  to  represent  the  town  in  the 
exal  OoQit.   On-  the  l^^h  of  Novea^MiN  cf  th^  T^yit 
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^  tiie  Continental  seirtee.*'  This  Tote  was  often  repeated 
ittring  the  period  whose  exigencies  called  for  it.  The  fblp 
lowing  vote  was  passed  Aov.  IG,  1778  : 

"  Voted^  that  the  town  are- not  wiHing  to  support  oifii 
authority,  for  ihe  fotlowitii:  reasons: 

1.  W  e  ihiiik  It  a  iliingerous  precedent  for  them  to  put  any 
laws  into  execution,  ioiiuded  on  a  constitution  furmed  under 
the  lullaence  of  kingly  powtjr,  and  injurious  to  the  Ubarties 
of  the  people.  ^ 

''2.  Because  we  think  the  former  constitution  to  have  been 
abolished  by  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and.  conse- 
quently,  that  the  executive  offices  are  deficient  in  point  of 

authority. 

We  beg  liberty  to  rapresent  at  the  same  time  that  our  op* 
ymition  lo  the  exeoutiou  of  the  Jaws  does  not  arise  from  a 

desire  to  continue  in  a  slate  of  anarchy;  but  it  is  our  most 
earnest  desire  to  see  the  laws  established  on  a  proper  basis, 
aud^  clothed  with  a  proper  authority^  carried  into  .execution.'^ 

In  177d,  £20  was  voted  to  sustain  the  poor  of  the  towo^ 
Hid  it  was  also  roted  that  the  selectmeD  warn  out  of  town 
*^.all  snob  persons  as  they  thmk  the  law  directs  them  to 
warn  ouL'*  Bufos  Graves  ¥»&  awarded  £9  for  ^  carrying 
a  certain  woman  out  of  town,"  and,  in  the  records  of  a 
xneeting  held  in  August,  1780,  we  find  the  following: 
**  Voted  that  the  selectmen  shall  proceed  to  seiuru  idle, 
disorderly  and  dangerous  persons  within  the  town,  in  such 
manner  as  the  law  directs,  and,  notwithstanding  they  may 
want  the  authority  the  law  requires  from  the  ju<licial 
officers,  they  shall  proceed  aa  near  the  line  of  the  law  as 
cii'cumstances  may  admit.''  At  the  State  elrctioa,  in  April, 
1781,  Richmond  cast  64  votes,  31  of  wiiich  were  for  Jolim 
Hancock,  21  for  Benj.  Lincoln,  and  12  for  Jiy;pes  Bowdoin. 
On  the  dd  of  March,  1785,  the  name  of  the  town  was 
efaangod  by  the  Legislature  from  Richmont  to  Richmond. 

We  have  already  alluded  to  the  building  of  the  first 
ehiirch  in  Biciimond*  .  [Mount  Epbnum.]  Oct.  dth,  1 7  G4, 
it  was  voted  to.  ndse  4l8.  6d.  for  preaohingy  and  Jacob 
Baoon  ibr  Yokuntown^  and  Elijah  Brown  for  Mount  £ph- 
xaimy  were  appouited  to  expend  the  money.  Wlio  fiwl 
Minjptcsed  to  these  oongreigatioiis  end  received  the  mMie|r 
iloes  not  appear*  Six  pounds  were  raised  for  preaobiiig 
ia  Aprils  1765}  aod»  in  Jaly  of  tte  sms  year,  £20.  .  iS 
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June,  1766,  it  was  voted  to  rai^  7s.  6cL  on  each  100  aorei 
ot'  lund  in  the  town,  to  paj  for  preaching,  and  a  comxmittea 
WM  a|>pouitad  to  procure  a  prMcher,  but  it  is  not  known 
who  wus  employed.  In  January,  1767,  £40  was  raised  Ibr 
aunisteriai  purpotes.  A  ci^rdi  was  formed  about  the 
year  1765,  and  in  1767,  Bev.  Job  Swift  of  Sahdwich,  a  ' 
gradnale  of  Yale  in  1761,  was  settled  as  its  pastor*  He 
vsmained  the  pastor  about  seven  years,  and  then  removed 
lo  Bennington,  Vt.,-where  he  remained  sixteen  years.  He 
•  died  at  Enosburg,  while  on  a  missionary  tear  to  Northern 
Vermont,  undertaken  at  the  apre  of  sixty  years,  and  at  his 
own  chiuiic.  His  successor,  Kcv.  David  Perry,  was  not 
geitlt'd  nul  l  Aut;.  1 784.  Intermediately,  among  the 
acceptabk  j^upplies,  were  iicw  Messrs.  Kliiaili;in  Camp  of 
Korlblk,  Ct.,  Elisha  Parmelee,  of  Goshen,  and  Jai  ub  Wood. 
Mr.  Perry  was  successful,  and  remained  the  pastor  until 
Jan.  1.  181 C,  when  he  was  dismissed.  lie  died  June  7, 
1817,  aged  71  years,  lie  was  succeeded  Jan.  13,  1819, 
by  Rev.  E(iwin  W.  Dwight  of  8tockbridge.  His  pastorate 
vas  faithful  and  successful,  and  was  terminated  by  his  dis^ 
missal  April  4,  1837.  Rev.  Eber  L.  Clark,  a  native  of 
Dalton,  was  installed  in  Im  pkioe  June  20,  1838,  and  con- 
tinned  the  pastor  nntil  January,  18^.  Ker.  Charlea  & 
Benshaw,  the  present  pastor,  was  settled  Nov.  Id,  18&8w 
Mr.  Bensbaw  spent  the  early  part  of  his  life  in  the  navy. 
The  nnmber  of  members  in  the  church,  at  the  date  of  Mr. 
Perry's  settlement,  was  3i ;  abided  during  his  ministry, 
229.  The  number  at  Mr.  Dwight'e  settlement  was  119  ; 
added  during  his  ministry,  188 ;  number  at  Mr.  Clark's 
settlement,  IGo  ;  added  during  his  laiiii^Uy, /jo  ;  nuiiibiir 
at  Mr.  (  lark's  dismissal,  75.  WJien  Mr.  lienshaw  was 
settled,  thi'  members  numbered  80. 

The  church  edifice  occupii d  )>y  tlie  Congregational  Soci- 
ety stands  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  North-westerly" 
frbm  the  center  of  the  town,  ;uid  was  built  in  1795  nnd 
1796.  The  house  was  turuished  with  a  bell  at  the  time 
it  was  built,  which  did  not  fail  until  1854,  when  it  was  re- 
placed by  another.  During  the  early  history  of  the  town, 
the  people  were  nearly  all  Congregationalists,  though  ther« 
were  a  lew  families  of  Metliodists  in  the  town  as  early  m 
1786.  About  1817,  a  few  fomiUes  of  Methodists  moved 
hatQ  Biehmond,  which  so  strengthened  the  denomimrtiofii 
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that  preachinnr  was  o])1ained,  and,  in  1825,  they  built  a 
meetiniT  house.  This  house  stands  ahnnt  thrr^o  quarters 
of  a  mile  8outh-%ve!^t  of  the  ecntcr.  The  Society  has  been 
prosperous,  and  is  now  in  a  flourishing  condition.  The 
present  preacher  is  Rev.  A.  Rogers,  who  preaches  half  of 
each  Sabbath  at  West  Stockbridoje  villaije. 

Schools  were  established  early,  and  in  1781,  the  tow» 
was  divided  into  seven  school  districts.  In  1782,  £10  wad 
raised  for  the  schooling  of  poor  children,  but  the  money, 
for  some  reason,  was  never  drawn,  and  was  subsequently  * 
.  appropriated  to  another  purpose.  About  1790,  the  num- 
ber of  school  districts  was  reduced  to  jfive,  and  their  limits 
remained  unchanged  until  1845,  when  an  increase  of  pop^ 
ulation  in  the  furnace  neighborhood  led  to  the  establish* 
roent  of  a  new  district  for  its  accommodation.  The  amount 
raised  fur  schools  in  1853  was  S500  ;  in  1854, '^400.  Two 
of  the  districts  have  respectable  libraries. 

The  ibllowing  indiviiiaals  have  been  magistrates  in  Rich- 
mond:  James  Gates,  David  Rossiter.  Nathaniel  Bi  hop, 
"William  Lusk,  Zechariah  Peirson,  Hugo  i^iurghardt,  Nnnfi 
Rossiter,  Absalom  Ford,  tTohii  l>:i("o?i.  Wm.  S.  Leadbeiter, 
Erastus  Rowley,  John  L.  Plummer,  Samuel  Gates,  Eleazer 
Williams,  Wm.  Bacon,  George  W.  Knilhn,  Wm.  Stevens^ 
Wm.  H.  Warner. 

Richmond  has  had  the  following  physicians:  Thomas 
Tarbc  11,  from  Bridgehampton,  L.  L,  Epbraim  Crockeir, 
from  Colchester,  Ct.,  John  Crocker  from  Barnstable,  a 
graduate  of  Harvard,  Richard  Tidmarsb,  an  Englishman, 
Joseph  Clark,  from  Springfield,  Aaron  Field,  Hugo  Burg* 
hardt,  from  Great  Barrington,  a  graduate  of  Yal^,  Joseph 
Waldo,  Luke  Dewey,  John  Merriman,  George  Landon, 
Stephen  Reed,  now  editor  at  Fittsfield,  of  the  CuUnrisI, 
and  Selden  Jennings. 

Richmond  has  been  noted  for  its  healthfuloess,  and  thfe 
longevity  of  its  inhabitants.  The  lung  fever  prevailed, 
however,  in  the  winter  of  1825  and  1826,  with  a  fatal  effect 
in  several  cases.  At  the  time  ot  the  gi  ading  of  the  West- 
ern railroad,  in  1840,  it  was  carried  over  a  swamp,  where, 
in  some  eases  it  was  necessary  to  sink  tlie  solid  material 
to  a  depth  of  70  feet.  This  raised  the  swn!tii  >.  at  the  sides, 
above  the  water,  and  exposed  masses  of  vi  iretahle  matter 
to  the  aeU<m  of  the  sun  aod.the  air.   The.  consequence,  ia 
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tbe  Western  part  of  the  town,  was  typhoid  fever  to  an 
alarm  injr  extent*  The  same  fever  prevailed  in  that  local- 
ity in  the  autumn  of  1841,  and  visited  nearly  every  dwel- 
ling, often  Nvirli  fatal  resoks.  In  1842,  the  number  of 
cases  was  snwll^  and  that  year  was  the  last 

The  men  who  distinguished  themselves  in  the  early  se^ 
tlement  of  the  town  were  James  Gates,  Gen.  Davjd  Bossi* 
ler,  an  early  settler  fiN»m  Gnilford,  Ct,  who  held  many 
town  offices,  and  was  once  member  of  the  State  Senate ; 
Hon.  Nathaniel  Bishop,  also  of  Guil&rd,  Ct.,  who  removed 
to  Richmond  in  1777,  was  for  30  years  Register  of  Pro- 
bata, and  from  171)5  to  1811,  Jiidj^e  of  the  Court  of  Coin- 
muu  Pleas  and  Sessions  ;  and  Capt.  Naihau  Peirson  who, 
soon  after  his  settlement,  established  a  tannery  which 
eventually  )>icame  one  ot  the  most  extensive  in  Western 
Ma«sac}iii>«'tts. 

The  inll()win<x  nit  ii  of  education  and  note  originated  in 
Richmond  :  Hon.  Saniuei  11.  Hetts,  U.  8.  District  Judge 
for  the  Southern  district  of  New  York ;  Frederick  J.  Betts, 
attorney,  clerk  of  the  same  district;  Rev.  David  Perry, 
settled  in  Sharon,  CUf  Alired  Perry,  physician,  settled  in 
Stockbridge^  both  deceased ;  Hubbard  Hartlett,  physician, 
lives  in  Lee ;  Benah  Bishop,  physician,  settled  in  Rich- 
mond, and  died  in  earlj  life ;  Benjamin  Raymond,  survey- 
ed and  engineer,  County  Judge  in  St  Lawrence  County, 
N.  Y.,  an  early  fiiend  and  advocate  cf  the  Erie  CanaJ,  died 
while  ^gineer  in  the  conBtruotion  of  the  Delaware  and 
Chesapeake  Canal ;  Hon.  Samuel  Gates,  twice  member  of 
the  Executive  Council ;  Hon.  Henry  W.  Bishop,  graduate 
of  Williams  College,  appointed  Register  of  Probate  in 
18i^«.,  iinii  held  the  office  until  appointed  Judge  of  the 
Coiiiiiion  Pleas  Court ;  Augustus  Sherrill,  graduate  of 
Yale,  practiced  law  in  Stockbridge,  reoioved  to  Itliaca,  N. 
Y. ;  Rufns  Bacon,  lawyer  in  Pittsfield,  removf  d  to  New 
Jersey,  deceased  ;  Rev.  Joseph  PeirsDii,  graduate  of  Union, 
Episcopal  minister,  died  in  enrly  lili>  at  Washington,  D, 
C. ;  Rev.  John  Ilotchkin,  graduate  ot  Union,  studied  theol- 
ogy at  Andover,  for  80  renrs  principal  of  Lenox  Academy i 
Alonzo  Cnttenden,  graduate  of  Union,  principal  of  Albany 
Female  Seminary  for  many  years,  now  at  the  head  of  a 
similar  institution  in  Brooklyn ;  Joseph  Sherrill,  lawyer, 
died  in  Washington,  D.  C;  Jbanklin  Sherrill,  deigymaa 
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and  teaeberi  died  at  Piermont^  N.  Y.;  James  P.  Leadbet* 
ter,  attornejf  settled  in  Ohio,  for  two  terms  member  of 
Congress ;  Henry  Raymond,  attorney,  a  graduate  of  Union, 
settled  in  Williamstown,  died  in  1836 ;  Hiram  P.  Good- 
rich, a  graduate  of  Union,  clergyman,  removed  South 
Erastus  Rowley,  a  graduate  of  Union,  clergymao ;  Samuel 
S.  Griffin,  a  graduate  of  Union,  attorney,  settled  in  Mis* 
sissippi,  deceased  ;  John  Ingram,  physician,  settled  in  Sara- 
toga County,  N.  Y. ;  Franklin  E.  i^iumuier,  attorney,  set- 
tled in  Mississippi,  twice  elected  member  of  Congress ; 
Joseph  Plumraer,  attorney,  settled  in  Mississippi ;  John 
Dudley,  clerg}^man,  settlfd  at  Queechee  villnue,  Yt. ; 
Horace  Bacon,  for  many  years  a  successful  teacher  in  Troy, 
N.  Y.,  deceased  ;  Hubbard  Bcebe,  a  graduate  of  Williams, 
clergyman,  settled  at  West  Haven,  Ct. ;  Ebenezer  Hotch^ 
kin,  missionary  to  the  Choctaw  Nation. 

Richmond  is  eminently  an  agricultural  town.  There  is  * 
no  grist-mill  in  the  town,  and  there  are  but  three  saw-mills* 
The  water  power  is  limited.  S.  and  C.  Benton  have  a 
tannery  in  the  South-east  part  of  the  town.  About  1830, 
a  blast  furnace  was  started  in  the  South-west  part  of  the 
town,  by  Coffin  and  Holly,  which  now,  in  all  its  depart- 
ments^ employs  about  100  men.  The  town  eontams  about 
70  miles  of  roads.  The  town  and  highway  tax,  exclusive 
of  the  school  tax,  in  18;"i4,  was  SI, 200.  Population  in 
IS'iU,  1,052  ;  ill  1850,  80oi  m  1854,  [):io. 

SANDISFIELD. 

The  town  of  Sandisiield  now  includes  the  original  town- 
ship No.  3,  and  the  tract  of  land  formerly  <  ulied  South 
Eleven  Thousand  Acres,"  which  was  situated  between 
Sandisiield  and  the  State  of  Connecticut.  This  traet  of 
land  was  incorporated  as  a  district  by  the  name  of  South- 
field  in  1797,  and  was,  by  the  Legislature,  annexed  to 
Sandisiield  in  1811).  This  town,  in  connection  with  Ty* 
ringham,  New  Marlborough  and  Beckett  was  granted  to  a 
company  of  men  who  lived  in  Worcester  and  Middlesex 
Counties.  The  company  petitioned  the  General  Court  for 
a  Grant  of  these  Tour  Townships,  and  a  charter  was  ob- 
tained in  1736.  These  towns  did  not  at  that  time  receive 
any  names,  bnt  were  called  the  four  pew  townships,"  and 
were  known  by  the  numbers  1,  2,  3,  4 ;  and  this  town  was 
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No.  a.  It  was  Ml  iooorponled  aa  a  town  until  Mareh  6, 
17G2y  when  H  waa  inoorporaled  bj  the  name  of  Sandis- 
fieid. 

According  to  the  original  grant,  this  township  was  to  be 
aix  miles  equare»  but«  by  the  addition  of  Soathfield  on  the 
South  aide,  it  ia  now  ten  milea  long  on  the-£ast  line^  which 
la,  moat  of  the  diataiice,  bounded  by  Fannington  River, 
aeparating  it  from  Hampden  County,  it  being  the  South- 
eaat  corner  town  in  Berkshire  Gmnty. . 

After  the  original  grant  bad  been  made  of  the  *  four 
townships/*  by  the  CiiMicTal  Court,  which  were  to  have 
been  each  six  miles  square,  another  petition  was  presented 
for  a  new  grant,  in  consequence  of  unexpected  expense, 
AS  hi<  li  the  proprietors  were  obliged  to  pay  to  the  Indians, 
to  (  xtin<;ni«h  the  "Indian  Title"  to  their  land?.  The  lol- 
ioHing  is  a  e(»py  of  the  record  of  the  petition  presented 
to  the  General  Court  at  that  time : 

^  FioTince  of  the  > 


Belcher  Ksq.,  Captain  General  and  Governor  In  Chief,  To  the 
Honorable  His  Majesties  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, In  General  Court  awembled  alt  Bu«tu%  I^Iovember  30| 


'  The  Petition  of  Nahuni  Ward  and  Ephruiiu  Williams, 
£s>qrs.,  iui  uiemselves  And  the  iiest  of  the  Proprietors  of  the 
four  new  Townships  Lately  Granted  by  this  Court,  Lying  Be- 
tween weat-Field  and  Sheffield,  In  the  County  of  iUmp- 
ahire: 

''Moat  Hnmbly  Shows  That  upon  Your  Petitioners  Beetng 
admitted  Grantees  They.  Paid  into  tbe.Hand^  of  the  Honora- 
ble Committe  of  this  Court  the  Sum  of  Twelve  Hundred 
Pounds,  for  Defraying  the  Charge  of  Surveying"  Said  Towns, 
and  other  Nerp-^sary  Charges,  as  Also  that  tliere  miiiht  be  a 
Sutticienl  Sum  of  Money  in  Hand  Heady  To  Purchase  the 
Lan(i  of  the  Indian  Owners,  In  Ca^-e  there  -houJd  Bee  occa- 
sion, U.6  was  then  appreliuiided  iherr  would  be.  That  in  Or- 
der to  CuUivale  a  GuoJ  aixreement  uiih  llie  Indian  Owners  of 
Said  Lands,  and  that  they  migiit  have  No  Grounds  of  uneasi- 
Dea8|  They  did,  By  the  Advice  of  Said  Honorable  Committee, 
Make  a  Porchaaeof  Said  Land^  with  iM>me  other  Adjoining, 
of  tlohn  Pophnohonpawok  v.  a.  ^  Konkapot  the  Chief  of  the 
Housatonnoc  Tribe,  and  Sundry  other  Indians,  which  Deed  it 
Duly  Executed  and  acknowledged  before  the  Honorable  John 
Stoddard  £aq.  the  Conaideratioa  being  Tbreo  Uandrad 


To    His  Excellency  Jonathan 


1737: 


X 
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Pounds  which  Sum  they  Have  Aetnally  paid,  which  is  over 

and  above  what  any  other  Grantees  have  paid,  and,  indeed,  is 
What  you  I  Pntitioners  did  not  att  first  Expect;  that  your  Pe- 
titioners Humbly  apprehend  they  are  equally  entitled  to  the 
Justice  and  Favour  of  the  Grovernment  as  the  Grantees  of 
other  nevk'  towns  are  and  that  therefore  they  Should  not  be 
Kxposed  to  pay  tlie  purchase  of  their  Lauds  themselves. 
But,  inasmuch  as  there  is  a  Quantity  of  Broken  Lands  In- 
eladed  within  their  deed,  more  than  Said  four  Townships. 
They  therefore  most  Humbly  pray  that  your  Excellency  and 
honors  would,  of  ^our  Known  Justice  and  Goodness^  Be 
Pleased  to  take  the  Case  and  Circumstances  of  your  Petition- 
ers, So  peculiar  in  its  nature,  intd  your  Consideration,  and 
Grant  the  Relief  in  the  Premises  By  making  them  a  Grant 
of  the  Lands  as  are  Induded  in  the  deed  afofesaid,  in  Con- 
sideration of  their  paying  Said  Sum  off  money  or  such  other 
manni  r  as  may  be  consistent  with  your  Pleasure,  antl  that 
Said  Deed  may  be  approved  and  fully  KaliheU,  and  aa  lu  Pu- 
tv  Bound  Shall  Bver  pray. 

Nahum  Wardj 
Ephraim  Wiiliams,** 

It  appears  by  the  record,  that  the  pmyerof  this  petition 
was  granted — ^that  a  tract  of  land  called  ^  Eleven  Thou- 
sand Acres''  was  granted  to  the  proprietors  of  the  four 
townships,  and  Southfield,  which  has  been  beford.  men- 
tioned as  a  District,  was  included  in  this  grant,  and  was  af- 
terwards annexed  to  Sandisfield.  By  the  above,  and  other 
records,  it  is  fully  proved  that  this  town  was  claimed  and 
owned  by  the  Indians,  \>\\t  there  is  noi  anything  to  show 
tiiat  it  was  ever  an  Indian  settlement.  It  was  piobably 
Indian  hunting  ground,  as  stone  arrow-heads"  and  other 
Indian  relics  have  been  found  in  dealing  and  ploughing 
the  land. 

This  town  was  not  permanently  settled  until  17o0. 
Thomas  Brown  was  the  first  setthM-,  nnd  very  soon  alter 
him,  Daniel  Brown  and  others,  went  in  t'roni  Entield,  Conn. 
Daniel  Brown  was  formerly  from  some  town  near  Boston. 
He  owned  a  very  considerable  part  of  the  town,  and  was 
for  a  number  of  years,  the  principal  business  man,  holding 
the  important  oifices,  and  having  almost  the  entire  contix)! 
of  the  town.  From  this  time  the  town  was  settled  rapidly^ 
by  families  removing  from  Wethersfield,  and  a  nnmber  of 
other  towns  below  Hartford,  Conn^  and,  also,  bjt' a  large 
wnib^r  of  families  from  certain  towns  on  jl^ape  Cod, 

/ 
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In  the  original  grant,  hy  the  Genenu  Ck>urt,.  to  the  pro- 
.  prietorH  of  thin  towunhip,  an  allowance  of  900  acres  of  land 
was  mode  for  the  following  purposes,  viz : — 300  acres  to 
the  firat  aetUed  minister,  the  same  to  the  second  settled 
minister,  and  the  remaining  800  acres  for  a  school, — thus 
making  it  a  stipuhition  in  the  grant,  that  a  minister  should 
he  .settled,  and  a  school  establislied.  In  1776,  the  proprie- 
tors jrave  a  lot  of  land  of  100  acres  for  the  use  of  the  min- 
islcr  ol  the  lira  I  ]»;ins!i.  , 

The  Congregaiiuiial  dinrch,  which  \va.^  the  lirst  eiiurch 
jn  the  town,  was  iui  Hu'd  in  and  Rev.  Corneiius 

rloni's  r^^***^  the   Jli-^tciry  of  Rowe]  was  ordained  jit  the 
fcuuie  tune  that  the  church  was  organized,    lie  remained 
pa>tor  of  the  churcli  nntil  ITHl,  and  was  dismissed.  Mr. 
Jones  was  from  Bellingham,  and  graduated  at  Harvard 
College  in  1752.    At  the  time  the  church  was  organized 
and  Mr.  Jones  settled,  it  consisted  of  seven  male,  and 
about  the  same  number  of  female  members.    As  there  waa 
not  any  meeting  bouse  in  the  town  when  Mr.  Jones  was 
ordain (M I.  Ida  ordination  was  held  in  a  bam*    The  first 
meeting  house  was  built  in  1757.    The  second  minister 
was  Rev*  Eleazer  Storrs,  from  Mansfield,  Conn.  llCr. 
Storrs  graduated  at  Tale  College  in  1762,  and  was  or- 
dained and  settled  as  minister  in  Sandisfield^  in  1766; 
Bev,  Levi  White  succeeded  Mr.  Storrs,  and  was  ordained 
in  June,  1798.   Mr.  White  graduated  at  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege.   He  continued  with  this  church  a  very  much  respect- 
ed  and  useful  minister,  iLirt)  -lour  yeuic,  and  war,  dismissed 
in  l<So2.    In  17UG,  a  short  time  previous  to  the  settlement 
of  Mr.  White,  the  town  removed  their  first  meeting-house, 
and  erected  a  new  one  nearly  on  ihe  same  site.  Kev. 
Piatt  T.  ilulley  succeeded  Mr.  AVhite,  and  was  settled  in 
i832,  the  same  year  that  Mr.  White  was  dismissed.  Mr. 
Holley  was  a  irrafhnitc  of  Yale  College.    lie  continued 
here  until  January,  18o0,  when  he  was  succeeded -by  Rev* 
Aaron  Pickett,  who  is  the  present  minister.    Mr.  Pickett 
is  a  native  of  Sandisfield,  and  graduated  at  Union  College. 
He  ^  a  highly  interesting  preacher,  and  a  very  useful  ciU- 
zeii.  \  The  present  number  of  members  of  the  church  is 
198.  \ 

The  nieeting  house  tliat  was  erected  hy  the  town  in 
179^,  by  iimder^ing  various  repairs  and  improvemento  at 
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different  times,  was  occupied  by  the  Congregational  Socie* 
ty  until  1852.  In  that  year,  the  society  erected  a  very 
neat  and  convenient  church  edifice  a  short  distance  from 
the  old  meeting  honse,  and  the  old  one  was  taken  down. 

There  have  been  two  Baptist  churches  in  this  town. 
The  first  was  organised  in  1779|  and  the  society  with 
which  this  church  was  connected,  was  incorporated  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  in  1794.  This  society  erected 
their  meeting  houie  in  the  Northeast  part  of  the  town  is , 
1802)  and  many  of  its  members  lived  in  Tjrringham  and 
New  Marlborough.  Their  first  minister  was  Bev.  Joshua 
Morse  from  New  London,  Conn.  He  remained  with  the 
society  until  1795,  when  lie  died.  The  next  minister  was 
Rev.  Jesse  Hartwell,  a  licentiate  from  Ashfield.  JSlr. 
Hartwell  was  ordained  in  this  church  in  1800,  and  re- 
moved in  1827. 

The  Second  Baptist  Society  was  organized  in  1788,  and 
theii'  first  minister  was  Rev.  Benjamin  Baldwin,  who  was 
ordained  in  January,  179U,  and  remained  their  minister 
until  July,  1810,  when  he  died,  very  much  lamented. 
Their  next  minister  was  Rev.  Israel  Keach  from  Hoosick, 
N.  Y.    He  was  ordained  in  1817,  and  dismissed  in 

From  1824  to  1829,  the  two  Baptist  churches  were  par* 
tially  supplied  by  Rev.  Erastus  Doty  of  Colebrook,  Conn* 

In  1829,  Rev.  Henry  C.  Skinner  was  ordained  minister 
of  both  of  the  Baptist  churches^  and  remained  one  year* 
In  18S1,  Bev.  Johii  Wilder  became  the  pastor  <^  these 
churches,  and  continued  his  pastoral  labors  till  18dB.  In 
1837,  the  two  Baptist  churches  were  dissolved,  and  a  new 
Baptist  church  and  society  oi^anized,  and  located  in  the 
village  of  Montville,  in  the  valley  near  the  center  of  the 
town ;  and  a  meeting  house  was  erected  by  the  sociely  in 
1839.  Rev.  John  Wilder  continued  with  the  new  church 
after  its  organization,  till! 831),  and  was  succeeded  by  Rev. 
James  Squier.  In  1841,  Mr.  Squier  left  the  care  of  the 
church  and  society,  and  his  successor  was  Rev.  John  Hig- 
by.  Mr.  Higby  remained  with  the  society  until  Sept., 
184r>,  and  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Josiah  T?.  Smith,  who  ^ 
remained  five  years,  until  Oct.,  1851.  Mr.  Smitli  was  a 
graduate  of  Williams  College.  In  1851,  Mr.  Smith  was 
succeeded  by  Rev.  Thomas  G.  Wright,  who  remain«Ml  un- 
^  June,  ISddy  when  Bev»       Smith  retumedy  and  wa» 


Digitized  by  Google 


«74 


pastor  of  the  church  until  April,  1854,  at  which  time  he 
remOTed  to  Bristol,  Ct,  to  take  chai^ge  of  the  Baptiat 
ebnrch  in  that  place.  Mr.  Smith  was  a  very  useful  and 
SQCcessiiil  minister,  and  his  removal  to  another  fi^  of  la* 
hor  was  a  veiy  great  loss  to  the  Baptist  church  and  soeiety 
in  Sandisfleld.  Bfr.  Smith  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  James 
Barlow,  who  is  the  present  minister,  and  is  highly  esteemed* 
The  Tillage  of  Montrille  is  a  flourishing  inanufiusturing 
Til!n«re,  and  the  Baptist  church  and  society  is  prosperous, 
and  gradually  incmisine  in  stn'iigili  and  importance. 

The  Episn)j)al  Cliiircli  in  Sajulisfield  is  located  in  the 
village  nt"  Nrw  Ho-lon.  which  is  in  the  Farniington  River 
Valley,  in  the  Ka-tcra  part  of  tlie  town,  and  but  a  tew 
rods  from  the  County  of  Hani]  icn.  This  Church  and 
Parish  was  organized  in  December,  1845,  with  the  name  of 
"  8t,  Andrew's  C  fnirch."  Rev.  Tfiomas  L.  Randolph  offi- 
ciaf*'*!  as  mini^Jfcr  of  tli«^  parish  from  its  organizalitju,  un- 
til tlie  atitumn  of  1847,  wlien  he  v»as  ol)li'_5e<l  to  resign  his 
charge,  in  consequence  of  ill  health.  Mr.  iiaudolpli  soon 
after  lefl  for  Rhode  Island,  his  native  State,  and  remained 
'  two  years,  whei),  bis  health  being  much  improved,  he  r^ 
moved  to  the  diocese  of  Vermont,  where  he  now  resides, 
a  much  respected  and  useful  minister.  Rev.  Daniel  G. 
Wright  was  t  ailed  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  parish  to 
the  rectorship  in  Febrnarj,  1848,  and  oommenced  his  la> 
bors  as  rector  in  April,  1848.  Mr.  Wright  removed  from 
the  diocese  of  New  Hampshire  to  this  place,  and  remained 
minister  of  the  parish  until  May,  185(>,  when  he  resigned 
his  rectofBhip,  and  removed  to  White  Plains,  N.  Y.  He 
was  a  talented,  energetic  and  popular  preacher,  and  a  werj 
useful  and  influential  citizen.  During  the  time  that  he  hi^ 
charjve  of  the  parish,  as  mhiister,  it  was  flonrisbing,  and 
increased  in  strength  and  influence  under  his  ministry, 
and  he  h;ft,  nmch  beloved  and  respected,  not  only  by  the 
parish,  but  by  the  whole  couiiii unity  in  which  he  lived,  and 
with  wlaeli  he  associated.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev. 
Henry  S.  At  water,  from  the  diocese  of  New  York.  He 
conuncnced  olliciating  as  minister  of  the  parish  in  July, 
1850,  and  continued  hi?  services  until  INIay,  1864,  wheji  he 
removed  to  Lounecticnt.  Mr.  Atwater  is  a  native  of 
Blamllord,  and  was  educated  in  New  York.  The  parish 
luu  not  any  minister  at  tho  gresent  time. 
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ITie  Physicians  in  this  town  iv.ivc  Itct  ii  Drs.  Amos 
Smith,  Holden,  Cowdrey,  Samuel  Canuin^ion,  Buckman, 
Morrison,  Robert  King,  Krastus  Beach,  Ebenezer  Baicli, 
James  Welch,  Samuel  C.  Parsons,  Jolius  A*  lUsing,  Henry 
Melien,  and  John  Beach.  The  Lawyers  have  been  £ph- 
raim  A.  Judson.  David  B.  Cortis.  Thomas  Turning,  Lem- 
uel K.  Strit  kliind,  aad  Thomjis  W.  Loriog.  Samuel  CL' 
Parsons  and  Thomas  W.  Loring,  are  the  only  Fhysidan 
aad  Lawyer  that  haye  resided  in  New  Boston. 

This  town  has  not  been  particularly  noted  as  the  birth- 
place of  very  eminent  men,  but  a  large  number  have  orig- 
iiuUed  here,  who  have  been  distingaished  for  their  talents 
and  nsefulnesBS.  Among  these  are  Rev.  Barnas  Sears, 
D.  D.,  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education 
of  this  Commonwealth,  Hon.  John  Mills  and  Hon.  Eras- 
mus D.  Beach,  of  Sprinprfield,  Rev.  Aaron  Pickett,  and 
many  others  who  miofht  hi.  named.  Saudisfield  is  the  resir 
dence  of  the  Hon.  George  Hull,  who,  for  a  number  of 
years,  w^as  Lieut.  Governor  of  the  State. 

In  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1779,  this  town  was 
represented  by  James  Ayrault ;  in  1820,  by  Eliakim  Hull 
and  Church  Smith  r  in  1853,  by  Samuel  C.  Parsons. 
'  Sandisfield  has  been  remarkable  for  the  industry,  sobrie- 
ty, and  general  intelligence  of  its  inhabitants.  It  is  an  a^ 
ricultaral  town,  and  but  little  manufacturing  has  been  done 
here  until  qnite  recently.  The  soil  is  a  strong,  deep  loam, 
leather  wet  on  the  liills,  is  well  adapted  for  grazing,  bat  is 
not  good  for  grain,  except  in  the  East  part  of  the  town,  in 
the  Fannington  River  Valley,  which  is  excellent  for  com, 
rye  and  oats. 

The  employment  of  the  farmers  has  been  mostly  the 
nmnufoctare  of  butter  and  cheese,  but  recently  much  at- 
tentioh  lias  been^  given  to  the  growing  of  fine  stock,  by  the 

introduction  of  the  Durham,  Devonshire  and  Ayrshire 

breeds,  crossing  with  our  best  native  cattle  ;  and  iii  tliis 
"way,  many  fine  oxen  have  been  raised,  which  have  been  a 
source  of  profit.  The  ([iKilily  oi  the  dairies  in  this  town 
is  exeellent,  and  the  farmers  have  made  great  efforts  to 
improve  in  this  braneh  of  their  business.  There  are  made 
in  this  town  more  than  300,000  lbs.  of  eheef^c  rmtnially. 

The  business  of  making  Maple  Sugar,  in  the  season  of 
it^  is  quite  extensive  in  Sandisiield»  and  great  e&rU  have 
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Wen  made  tiM  ioriDm  la  increase  tb«  ^uuvbi^j^aiidjKa- 
prove  the  quality  of  thm  article.  The  soil  is  peculiaE]^ 
ailapled  to  tiie  TigonNit  and  iwpid  gprowth  q£  the  BHgar 
pie^  and  iarmers  are  as  choice  of  their  sugar  maple$  9$ 
they  m  of  their  fhrit  ofehards;  and  probahlj  aaore  attenr 
ttai  lia»  beeo  giv%Q  le  the  ealtiire  of  the  sugar  maple,  and 
the  maaaiaotim  of  tagar  in  this  towiif  than  in  any  other 
toam  ia  Weatern  Mamachwietti  The  quantity  of  maple 
•ogar  maaafituitmwd  aanoaUj  In  SandMeUi  wiU  probahltjr 
exeeed  200,000  lbs. 

The  nami&M*^iring  bfuineti  in  Sandiifield  is  principsdlj 
in  the  valley,  in  the  Eastern  part  of  the  town.  Hon. 
Georsff*  Hull,  and  his  ton  Albert  Hull,  are  doing  an  extcu- 
sivt?  ami  jjrosperous  business  iu  maiiuracturing  leather. 
Tliey  liavr*  two  tanneries,  one  of  which  is  in  New  Boston, 
on  tfie  Fa^iningtoii  river,  and  is  one  of  tlie  largest  and 
best  in  the  \V>st<^r!)  part  of  the  state.  They  have  vci:y 
excellent  watrr  powt  r  on  tiie  Fannin<j^ton  ri\  er,  and  have 
invested  in  their  business  i'roni  .'!?2U,00U  to  ^roU,UUU  ;  em- 
ploy from  .*»U  ti)  40  men,  and  manufacture  leather  to  the 
amount  of  from  ^^70,OUO  to  $80,(^0  annually. 

Urlow  Bart  has  a  tannery  in  ^ew  Boston,  and  m^uu- 
lactares  leather.  Ue  employs  6tm  six  to  ten  meni  and  ig 
doing  a  good  business. 

Mellen,  Fuller  &  Co.  manufactare  boots  at  Montville. 
Tliey  have  a  capital  of  $7,000,  employ  30  men,  and  sell 
br  ots  to  the  value  of  $12,000  aannally.  Whitney  Sc 
ingham  make  16,000  haj*nik«s  yearly,  and  employ  six 
men.  Rogers  k  Hnbhard  make  about  the  same  number  ef 
rakes,  and  give  employment  to  the  same  number  of  man. 
John  O.  Barker  makes  rakes  and  cheese-boxes*  All  of 
these  are  at  MootnUe.  There  is  at  New  Boston  a  manu- 
Austory  of  lookieguglass  frames  and  clock  cases,  where  a 
eonsiderable  amount  of  business  has  been  done.  Parsons 
&  Oatman  mamilacture  wa<j;uns  and  carriages,  and  employ 
fi*om  six  to  eight  men.  They  get  up  superior  wagous  pf 
every  description. 

Tanner  &  Perkiii<  own  a  paper-mill,  and  manufacture 
different  kinds  ot  wrapping  pa]>er.  -Edward  Phelps  pre- 
pares a  large  nmoimt  of  tinilicr  and  lumber  for  market, 
and  doe8  a  variety  of  tnrninp:  at  lii?  ^hop.    William  Crane 

makes  bedsteads  lor  Bo^on  and  Jt^rovidance  jwk^t^i 
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TlMm  m  ii  Stnlitfield  sixteen  saw-mills  which  are 
driren  by  water,  and  an  extensive  business  is  done  in  get- 
ting timber  and  lumber  for  markuL  The  Farmington  riv- 
er and  its  tributaries  afford  very  excellent  water  power^ 
but  a  great  part  of  it  is  yet  unoccupied.' 

The  amount  of  taxes  raised  in  Sandisfield  in  1854,  was 
3,700,  of  which  900  was  appropriated  for  scliools.  There 
is  a  school  fund  which  pays  annually  more  than  S'200. 
The  town  is  divided  into  sixteen  school  districts.  There 
are  three  Post  Othces,  viz:  Sandisfield,  New  Boston  and 
^lontville.  The  numJi>er  of  ratable  polls  in  1854  was 
404.  The  population  In  1840  wM  1,451;  in  1850, 
l,6d6|  MiMreage  in  ten  yeazB,  175. 

SAVOY. 

The  territoiy  of  Bmj  originallj  ibmed  No.  6  of  the 
ton  townafaipa  aold  aft  MotioQ  bj*  the  Geneml'Conrt,  June 
2f  1768.  Abel  Lawrence  was  the  purchaser,  at  the  price 
of  Xl,850.  He  ms  snbeeqiiently  releaaed  &am  Ids  boav 
Man,  becaoee  the  huMi  waa  not  bo  good  as  was  represented. 
On  Ae  25th  of  April,  1771,  it  was  granted  to  William 
Bullock,  as  the  agent  of  the  heirs  of  Capt.  Samuel  Galkip 
and  his  company,  for  services  rendered  by  them  in  the 
Canada  Expedition  of  1G90.  It  was  granted  in  the  place 
of  a  township  previously  i^ranted,  which  had  fallen  within 
the  lines  of  New  Hampshire.  The  grant  (equal  to  six 
miles  square)  was  located  by  Col.  IWiloek,  mostly  South 
of  Bemardston's  grant,  while  a  narrow  strip  lay  along  the 
£ast  of  it,  and  a  hirger  portion  Nortli  and  Northwest  of 
it.  This  irregular  township  was  at  first  called  Guilford, 
The  part  South  of  Bernardston's  grant,  being  three-fourths 
of  the  whole,  was  caUfid  bj  the  settlers  New  Seekonk, 
and,  with  parts  of  other  grants,  was  inoorporated  Feb*  20^ 
1797,  with  the  nwne  of  Savoj. 

The  fiist  settlement  upon  the  territory  now  coTored  bj 
Savoy,  was  made  in  1777,  by  Capt  Lemuel  Hathaway  and 
fiuaily,  from  Taunton.  Within  ten  years  from  that  time, 
S4t  other  fiuailies  settled,  Tia.  those  of  Daniel  Witberell, 
Wjd.  Wabove,  Joseph  Williams,  Jr.,  Wm.  WiUiams,  Thom- 
as Williams,  Loved  Eckty  and  Zechariah  Paddleford,  fiom 
Taunton;  John  Brown,  Joseph  Bishop,  Comfort  Bates, 
Abel  Dunham,  Michael  Sweet  and  David  Matthews,  from 
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Attleborough ;  Simeon  llod^e?  and  Snellem  Babbit,  from 
Norton;  Pelejr  I  I;i;]i;iway,  A.ahan  Sherman  imd  William 
Keed,  from  Middirburou'rh ;  William  Intrrali;uii  iVoiri  Re- 
hoboth ;  .Joshua  Felt  fi  oiu  :  .lann-^  Nelsou  from 

Brimticld  ;  Nathan  ITaskins  iii>in  Shutcsburv,  y>n^viously 
from  Borkl«*y ;  Saimn  l  Rogers  and  William  Tohnaii,  from 
Sharon;  l*eter  Ik'unet  and  Eliziir  Kd<on,  iminediateiy 
from  Pelham,  but  previously  from  Middleborouixh ;  Wil- 
liam Bowen  from  Warren,  R.  I. ;  Samuel  liead,  Shubael 
Fuller,  Azariah  Heath,  Joseph  Putney,  Mr.  Murphj,  and 
Mr.  Hamlin,  from  some  part  of  Connecticut 

The  first  town  meeting  in  Savoy  was  held  April  3, 
1797.  Snellem  Babbit^  whose  name  has  been  mentioned 
among  those  of  the  first  settlere^  was  chosen  selectman  and 
assessor.  M>»  Babbitt  was  a  man  of  considerable  ability 
and  moral  worth,  and  was  a  constant  resident  of  the  town 
from  the  time  he  entered  it,  until  1854,  when  he  died,  in 
the  94th  year  of  Us  age*  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Bevolu* 
tidu  Under  date  of  June  24,  1786,  it  is  recorded  that 
tea  individuals,  viz.,  Nathan  Haskins  and  wife  from 
Shutesbury ;  Wm.  WilUams  and  wife,  and  Lncinda  WH- 
bore,  from  Adams ;  Nathan  Fay,  Sahnon  Fay  and  Benja- 
min BuUen,  from  Brimlield;  and  Zechariah  Paddleford 
and  Alire  Read,  from  ihe  Second  Baptist  Church  in  Mid- 
dleboro',  convened  at  the  house  ui  AVm.  Williams,  exam- 
ined and  accepted  their  articles  of  christian  faith,  and 
**  each  one  agreed  to  join  in  church  covenant  aud  fellow- 
ship." They  thus  Ibrnied  a  Baptist  Church — the  first  re- 
ligious organization  in  the  town.  Nathan  Haskins  was 
their  first  minister.  He  was  ordained  Jan.  28,  1780,  and 
was  pastor  of  the  church  imtil  his  death,  which  occurred 
Dec.  10,  1802.  Soon  after  his  death,  the  church  was  vis- 
ited by  a  powerful  revival,  and  82  were  added  to  its  mem- 
bership. For  four  years  after  the  death  of  the  pastor,  the 
pulpit  was  supplied  by  various  preachers.  From  1806  to 
1810,  there  was  no  preacher.  In  the  autumn  of  the  latter 
year,  Elder  Philip  Pierce,  from  Rehoboth,  commenced  his 
pastoral  labors  with  the  church,  and  closed  them  in  1817* 
From- 1817  to  1828,  the  society  was  destitute  of  a  ptotor, 
but  had  occasional  preaching,  mostly  by  Elders  Keyes  and 
Todd.  Elder  David  Woodbury  succeeded  Mr.*  Pierce,  in 
the  spring  of  1823,  and  .left  in  July,  1824   During  hla 
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ibcHrt  fitajy  68  were  baptized.  Soon  after  tbifly  Bemamigi 
F.  BemingtoQi  a  licentiate  from  North  Adains,  began 
preaching  here.  He  was  ordained  Feb.  9»  1825,  and  re* 
mained  until  1830.  It  is  believed  that  in  no  period  of 
equal  length,  has  this  church  enjoyed  so  great  a  degree  of 
prosperity  as  during  the  ministry  of  Elder  Remington.  It 
is  tliouglit  by  many,  that  no  inaii  ever  lived  in  the  town 
who  exerted  as  much  moral  and  religious  influence  on  its 
inhabitants  as  he.  He  was  a  bold  reformer,  taking,  at 
that  day,  a  position,  particularly  on  the  temperance  ques- 
tion, nearly,  if  not  fully,  up  to  the  most  radical  sentiments 
of  the  present  period.  For  more  than  a  year,  the  desk 
was  supplied  by  Elder  Elnalhan  Sweet  and  O.  Martin,  and 
by  Gf'o.  Walker,  a  licentiate  of  this  ( liurcli.  They  were 
Bucccedcd  by  liev.  Xatlianiel  McCullock,  who  remained 
two  years.  Twenty-one  were  added  to  the  church  by  bap- 
tism during  his  ministry.  He  was  followed  hy  Rev.  Ros- 
well  P.  Whipple,  who  continued  till  about  the  close  of 
1837,  During  this  time,  1 1  were  added  to  the  church  by 
baptism.  From  1838  to  1852,  a  period  of  14  years.  Rev. 
Amos  Deming  was  pastor  of  this  church.  During  this 
time,  54  were  added  bj  baptism.  This  church  has  been 
destitute  of  a  pastor  since  the  close  of  Elder  Deming's 
ministry ;  but  they  have  been  supplied  most  of  the  time  by 

Sreachers  as  follows :  Bev.  Messrs*  Horace  B.  Foskett, 
ohn  Walker,  Alexander  H.  Sweet,  and  at  this  time  by 
Bev.  Samuel  H.  Amsden.  They  have  now  78  members.  ^ 
The  Second  Baptist  Church  in  Sayoy  was  organized  in 
1832.  Bev.  N.  M'Cullock  was  their  first  pastor.  He  was 
followed  by  Bev.  Amos  Deming,  who»  in  turn,  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Bev.  N.  M'Cullock,  who  remained  in  this  rela* 
tian  from  1888  to  1846.  He  was  succeeded  during  the 
latter  year  by  Rev.  Edgar  Cady,  who  remained  the  past(»* 
until  1849,  from  which  year  to  1851,  Rev.  James  M. 
Whipple  was  the  pastor.  During  the  latter  year,  Rev. 
Amos  Deiniug  was  again  settled  over  the  church,  and  still 
remains  in  the  pastoral  charge.  This  Society  erected  a 
house  of  worship  in  1842,  and  the  church  has  now  a  mem- 
bership of  50. 

In  the  winter  of  1834,  Rev.  Messrs.  Philo  Hawkes  and 
Ziba  Loveland,  Methodist  preachers,  held  a  protracted 
meeting  in  Savoy,  which  resulted  in  an  extensive  revival. 
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Before  this,  there  wore  but  few  Methodists  in  the  town.  A 
class  wa^i  iiiimediately  ibrm»  d,  and  soon  a  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Society  was  orgaui/tMl,  mid  received  iiitct  l^uckland 
Circuit,  Rev.  Met»hrs.  Daniul  Giaves  and  bimun  Pike 
L'lbored  on  this  circuit  during  the  Conti  rcnce  year  1831-5. 
lu  1^535,  it  was  made  a  separate  sUiiioii,  and  a  neat  and 
commodious  house  of  worship  \yn9  erected.  The  following 
prf'ai  h,  li.ive  *sn|*plied  the  <lr-k  :  Rev.  Messrs.  A.  C. 
\Vhcat,  bamuei  Palmer,  Benjamin  ^Ic Louth,  Thomas 
Marrj,  .Tames  O.  Dean,  John  Caldwell,  Alexander  Baillie, 
A.  G.  Bowles,  A .  S>  Flagg,  Randall  Mitchell,  David  Todd, 
Rodney  Gage,  K.  II.  Chapin  and  Cyrenius  N.  Merrifield. 
The  church  has  88  members,  a  good  house  of  worship^  and 
aostains  preaching  nearly  all  the  time. 

A  history  of  the  "  First  Congregational  Church  in  Sa- 
¥07^  will  be  foQQd  in  the  history  of  Windsor,  to  which 
tawn  the  most  of  its  originid  members  belonged,  and  whither 
its  meetings  were  early  transferred.  About  1810,  a  reviYal 
eommenc^  in  the  North-west  part  of  the  town,  known  as 
the  ^New  State,"  under  the  preaching  of  one  Joseph 
Smidiy  who  professed  to  be  a  Baptist  minister.  A  church 
was  piganiced,  and  for  a  short  time  seemed  to  prosper.* 
Mr.  Smith  married  one  of  his  eonvertSi  bat  soon  fled  from 
town,  information  having  been  leceiTed  that  the  original 
Mrs.  Joseph  Smith  was  still  Hving.  Alter  this,  the  ''New 
State^  became  the  scene  of  wild  religious  enthusiasm  and 
ridiculous  vagaries.  The  people  shouted,  and  fell,  and 
prophesied,  and  saw  visions,  and  spoke  in  unknown 
tongues.  The  Shakers  of  Lebanon  heard  of  them,  and 
went  and  took  them  under  their  wing.  The  Shak<  rs  en- 
dea\ tired  to  establish  :i  cuininimity  on  the  ground,  but  the 
settlement  was  not  pro.-pi  nju-,  und  all  retired  to  Lebanon. 
Sub<c([uently,  so!n(>  of  the  himilies  returned,  and  resumed 
thf  ir  old  relations,  and  others  coming  in,  the  breach  in  the 
!><  lu  e  and  population,  wrought  by  licv.  Joseph  Smith,  was 
hcul»»d. 

Savoy  is  a  mountain  town,  with  a  good  soil,  admirably 
adaj)ted  to  grazing.  The  inhabitants  are  generally  farmers, 
yet  the  lumber  business  is  carried  on  quite  extensively,  by 
twenty-five  saw  mills.  The  people  are  none  of  them  very 
wealthy,  and  none  of  them  very  poor.  There  are  in  the 
town  about  200  dwellings. 
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The  following  physidaiu  origiiiated  in^  Savoy:  Snett 
Babbitt,  Isaac  Hodges,  Joel  BuTDett,  Isaac  Brown,  Simeon 
Sflow,  Amos  Walker,  Silas  T«  Bowen,  A.  M.  Bowker  and 
Charles  Bowken  The  physicians  who  have  settled  in 
practice  in  Savoy  have  been  the  following :  Drs.  Nathan 
Branch,  Lyecorab  PhiHips,  Samuel  Bullock,  Isaac  Hodges, 
Win.  A.  Haniihon,  Anibrose  Brown,  Snell  Babbitt,  War- 
ren C.  I'artridge,  Phileiiioii  Stacj,  ^salhau  Weston  and 
A.  M.  Jiowkcr. 

The  clergymen  wlio  have  orin:inat(Hl  in  Savoy  liave  been 
Hev.  Amos  Dt  niiri;:,  ^hAm  S.  llaradoii  and  Rev.  George 
Walk(  r,  i]aj)ti.<ls;  l\<  v.  Spencer  Tileston,  Methodist;  and 
Rev.  prrin  J*rrkiiis,  Universalist.  Savoy  never  settled  ^ 
law>'er,  nor  has  >lie  given  birth  to  one. 

The  population  of  Savoy  in  1840  was  913;  in  1850, 
1,003;  increase  in  ten  years,  90. 

SHEFFIELD. 

Sheffield  was  the  first  town  settled  in  Berkshire  Coun^i 
and  the  event  lias  been  recorded  with  the  necessary  de« 
gree  of  minuteness  in  the  Outline  History,  [vol.  1,  pp. 
.  163-4-5.]  On  the  30th  of  January,  1722,  176  inhabit- 
ants of  diampshire  County  petitioned  the  General  Coort 
for  two  townships  of  land,  situated  on  the  Housatonic 
river;  and  two  townships  of  the  dimensions  of  seven  miles 
eq^uare  were  granted,  which  were  afterwards  called  the 
Upper  and  Lower  Honsatonic  townships.  In  January, 
1733,  the'  lower  township  was  incorporated  with  the  name 
of  Sheffield.  Within  its  territoiy,  in  accordance  with  the 
order  of  the  Legislature,  there  had  been  reserved  a  lot  for 
the  first  settled  minister,  a  lot  for  the  ministry,  and  a  lot 
for  schools.  From  the  last  two  resejrvations,  respectively, 
the  First  Congregational  Society  have  derived  a  fund  of 
about  $1,600,  and  the  town  a  fund  of  about  $1,800,  the 
incomes  of  which  have  been  appropriated  as  originally  in- 
tended. Obadiuh  Xo])le  of  Westtield  was  the  first  settler, 
and  amonc]^  the  59  who  followed  him,  many  being  from  tho 
same  town,  were  those  bearinjj  the  following  names: — 
Austin,  Ashley,  Westover,  K<  Hofrpr,  Pell,  Callender,  Cor- 
ben,  liuggins.  Smith,  Ingersoll,  l^ewey,  and  Root.  The 
first  settlement  took  place  in  1725.  The  first  town  meet- 
ing was  held  at  the  house  of  Obadiah  Noble,  Jan.  16, 1733. 
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on  which  occasion  Matthew  Noble  wms  coosen  moderator, 

Hezekiuli  Noble  town  clerk,  and  John  Smith,  Philip  Cal» 

Icinlrr  and  Daniel  Kcllosrg,  selecimcn. 

Ill  172<s  >»'vt  ral  iJiiU  h  settlers  eame  iVuia  the  province 
of  N«  \v  Vurk,  into  tlie  Northern  part  of  the  lower  town- 
ship, liuvv  enribraced  in  (  Ireat  Barrinjjton,  claiming  that  the 
hiiui^  were  wuhiii  thf  jurisdiction  of  New  York.  The>e 
churns  were  suhsequeuUj  adjuoled  without  verj  aerious 
dillieiihy. 

The  original  bounds  of  ►Sheffield  embraced  a  hirge  |)or- 
tion  of  what  is  now  Great  Barrington,  and  portions  al^o 
of  Egremont  and  New  Marlborough.  At  the  second  town 
meeting,  held  Jan.  30,  17d3>  oionej  was  raised  to  build  ft 
mtitting  bouse,  45  feet  long  and  35  feet  wide.  The  house 
was  erected  about  tbree  quarters  of  a  mile  Nortb  of  (he 
present  edifice,  and  was  occupied  until  1760,  when  a  new 
hoote  wai  bnllt,  60  feet  by  40*  This  boose  ia  in  use  at 
the  praent  timei  having  been  removed,  altered  and  im* 
proved,  in  1820.  Bev«  Jonathan  Hubbard  was  aettled  aa 
the  first  pastor,  Oct.  22, 1735,  and  on  the  same  day,  the 
first  church  was  organized*  Mr.  Hubbard  was  a  native  of 
^  Sunderland,  and  a  graduate  of  Tale  in  1724  He  waa*  . 
dismiised  fhun  his  charge  in  1764|  and  died  July  6, 17$5. 
Bev.  John  Keep  of  Longiueadow,  a  graduate  of  Tale  in 
1769,  became  his  successor  June  10,  1772,  and  died  while 
in  office,  Sept.  3,  1785.  Rev.  f^phraim  Judson  was  in- 
staUed  in  his  place  in  May,  178G.  He  was  a  native  of 
Woodbury,  Ct.,  and  a  graduate  of  Yale  in  17G3.  He  died 
in  office,  Feb.  1813,  and  was  succeeded  on  the  follow^ 
ii  m  1  iih  of  Ot  lober,  by  Rev.  Janies  Bradford,  a  native  of 
Rowley,  and  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  in  1811.  Mr. 
Bradford  remained  the  pastor  of  the  church  uutil  May, 
18.; 2,  when  he  was  dismissed.  He  has  had  no  sealed 
successor.  Until  1625,  the  town  and  the  Congregational 
Society  were  one  and  the  same,  in  action,  but  iu  that  year 
the  Society  became  a  separate  organization,and,by  arrange* 
meat,  managers  of  the  ministry  funds*  A  Baptist  Society 
was  organized  Jan.  26, 1821,  but  has  never  erected  a  house 
of  worship,  or  had  a  settled  preacher.  A  Methodist  £pia» 
copal  church  was  organized  in  1842,  and  erected  a  very 
naat  church  in  the  village.  A  second  Methodist  Society 
WM  organised  at  Ashley  £allS|  in  tba  fioatb  pact  of  dia 
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lowDy  where  they  have  erected  a  church,  and  have  a  • 
«ouri8hing  congre-ntion. 

In  1735,  Shetheld  chose  Capt.  William  Pynchon  of 
Springfield  for  its  representative  in  the  General  Court.  In 
1:740,  the  town  voted  t<r  keep  three  schools,  two-thirds  of 
liie  year.  In  1743,  the  town  petitioned  the  General  Court 
ibr  a  grant  of  the  land  ljing  between  the  West  line  of  the 
town  and  .  the  ridge  of  the  mountain.  It  is  presumed  that 
the  Court  granted  the  prayer,  for,  although  no  record  of  it 
can  be  found,  that  tract  has  always  been  considered  as  a 
portion  of  the  town,  and,  in  fkct,  is  a  very  valuable  agri- 
cultural constituent  of  its  territory,  lying  upon  the  side  and 
at  the  foot  of  Tughconic  Mouutain. 

In  1750,  the  town  vot* d  to  establish  a  grammar  school, 
in  addition  to  the  comni  ii  schools,  which  was  kept  up  un- 
til the  time  of  the  Revolution.  In  1767,  the  people  peti- 
tioned tlie  General  Court  for  the  establishment,  in  the 
town,  of  two  anniinl  fairs,  one  to  be  held  the  last  Tuesday 
in  May,  and  the  other  on  the  last  Tuesday  in  Octt^lx  r.  It 
vras  not  thought  proper  to  establish  the  custom,  and  the 
jpetition  produced  no  result- 
'  Sheffield  had  many  patriots  in  the  Revohition,  and  her 
records  show  that  she  bore  her  full  proportion  of  the  labor 
and  suff  ering  of  the  time.  In  1773,  a  committee  of  eleven 
of  ihe  leading  spirits  of  the  town  was  appointed,  who  drew 
up  a  long  preamble,  and  introduced  a  set  of  resolutions, 
eiq^rcBsire  of  the  warmest  patriotism  and  the  firmest  de* 
termination  to  obtain  their  rights.  In  these  documents, 
complaints  were  made  pf  the  continual  encroachments  of 
New  Toiic,  the  county  of  Albany  having  been  extended 
over  the  county  of  Berkshire,  and  a  citizen  of  Sheffield 
having  been  taken  to  Albany  for  trial  on  an  indictment 
found  there.  The  representative  to  tlie  General  Court  was 
instructed  to  present  the  resolutions,  and  consider  himself 
bound  by  them.  He  w^as  further  instructed  to  use  his  in- 
fluence "in  aujimentiiiic  the  salaries  of  the  Judnres  of  the 
Superior  Court  to  s  k  h  a  sum  as  would  be  suITk  ient  to 
support  the  dignity  of  the  office  "  At  this  time,  too,  tlie 
town  protested  against  "  the  inhuman  practice  of  inslaving 
our  fellow  creatures,  the  natives  of  Africa."  In  January, 
1775,  the  town  appointed  a  committee- to  receive  donations 
tut  tbe  town  loi  Boston,  and  appointed  a  delegate  4o  the 
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Coiigress  at  (  ainbri(l;ie.    In  March,  tho  same  year,  it  waa 

voted  that  this  tow  n  will  raise  and  sii()port  one-t'ourth  part 
of  the  militia,  as  minute  men, '  and  that  no  minute  maa 
shall  receive  any  paj  for  tlie  time  spent  ia  drilling,  anleai 
he  shall  march  when  ordered,  for  the  defense  of  his  ooaa-* 
try"  The  town  constantly  furniabed  to  the  Ccmtineiital 
army  its  fnU  proportion  of  soldiers,  and  paid  them  wages 
in  addition  to  their  Continental  pay.  \V  hen  the  news  of 
the  battle  of  Lexington  reached  Sheffield,  the  minute  men 
were  drilling  on  the  green,  in  front  of  the  meeting  house, 
before  breakfast  Before  noon,  they  were  on  their  waj, 
mardnng  to  join  the  army.  In  1776,  the  town  voted  with 
only  two  dissenting  voices  that  they  would  support  the 
Continental  Congress  in  a  declaration  of  Independence. 
Ill  1777,  pruvi:iiuu  was  made  fur  the  suf)})ort  of  the  fami- 
lies of  tliose  who  were  in  the  army,  and  tins  provision  was 
continued  from  year  to  year  during  the  war.  Ilhistrative 
ol  the  spirit  of  the  town  and  the  time,  the  following  anec- 
dote ichited:  The  "Liberty  Boys"  had  erected  a  liberty 
,  which  was  cut  down  in  the  nigiit.  The  act  was 
traced  to  ;\  po^r  ^\  l  elch,  w^ho  was  hired  to  perlorm  it  by  a, 
man  of  great  wealth.  The  inhabitants  were  culled  together, 
and  the  rich  man  was  obliged  to  pass  between  all  the  moa 
and  hoys,  with  his  hat  in  his  hand,  humbly  Risking  the  par« 
don  of  each,  while  his  tool  was  mounted  on  a  poor  horse 
without  a  saddle,  and  made  to  call  at  each  house  in  the 
town^  and  make  the  same  prayer.  It  is  stated,  in  justifir 
oation  of  his  punishment  and  in  confirmation  of  his  guilts 
that  the  rich  died  at  last  in  the  poor  house* 

An  interesting  passage  in  the  history  of  the  Shays  Re* 
hellion  is  oonnedied  with  Sheffield,  and  will  be  found  fallj 
raoorded  in  the  Outline  History,  [vol.  1,  p*  279.] 

Since  its  settlement,  the  town  has  had  22  physicians, 
most  of  whom  have  been  men  of  learning  and  skill.  Twen- 
ty-two lawyers  have  had  offices  in  the  town,  some  of  whom 
have  taken  high  rank  in  the  profession. 

Before  the  Berkshire  Railroad  was  built,  (passing 
through  the  town,  and  being  a  continuation  of,  and  under 
lease  to,  the  llousatonic  Railroad,)  there  was  a  groat  deal 
of  travel  by  sta«ros  through  »Shoflield,  and  the  village  waa 
busy  with  mercuiitiie  and  mechanical  life.  The  Railroad, 
howevei^  {oonopoiized  the  travely  and  the  center  of  huflH 
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nets  became  the  possession  oi"  Great  Banington.  The 
town  now  depcnils  entirely  upon  agriculture,  for  the  lack 
ot*  water  power  hua  deprived  it  of  manufactures.  Sheffield 
is,  however,  from  her  loention  upon  the  beautiful  and  fer- 
tile interval  of  the  I lou-utonic,  otm'  of  the  best  farming 
towns  in  the  Couuuofi wealth,  and  is  blessed  with  a  popu- 
lation no  !•  ss  moral  than  prosperous. 

The  population  in  1840  was  2,322;  m  1850,  2,734;  in- 
crease  ia  tea  years,  412. 

STOCKKUIDGE. 

The  town  of  Stoekbridge  commenced  its  exislenoe  as  m 
Mission  Station  among  the  Muh4ie-ka-neew,  or,  as  thej 
haye  ainee  been  called,  Ihe  Stoekbridge  Indians,  and  to  give 
a  proper  history  of  the  town  a  iaw  statements  made  in  the 
Ontllne  History  mast  be  repeated,  while  many  particulars 
kM^iog  here  will  be  foand  there.  This  people,  in  many 
respects  the  most  interesting  of  all  our  aboriginal  tribes, 
were  acatteiced  along  the  Hoasatonic  river,  on  the  intenral 
lands  in  what  are  now  the  towns  of  Sheffield,  Great  Har- 
rington, and  Stodcbridge.  Their  history,  manners,  cnstoms 
md  language  would  form  a  volume  by  itself,  and  cannot  be 
more  than  alluded  to  in  a  sketch  like  the  present.  Those 
who  desire  a  lull  and  interesting  account  of  them,  may  con-  ^ 
suit  a  book  recently  published  by  Samuel  Bowles  and 
Company  of  Springfield,  called  Stoekbridge,  Pjist  and 
Present;  or  Records  of  an  old  Mission  Station,"  by  Miss 
E.  F.  Jones,  which  contains  the  most  perliect  information 
eonceniin'j:  them  yet  given  to  the  public. 

The  situation  of  these  Indians  early  claimed  the  consid- 
eration of  many  philanthropists  on  both  sides  of  tlie  Atlan- 
tic, among  whom  were  his  Excellency,  Jonathan  Belcher, 
then  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  Eev.  Dr.  Benjamin 
Colman,  an  Influential  clergyman  of  Boston,  and  Dr.  Sew« 
all  of  the  same  city.* 

At  this  time,  Konkapot  and  Umpachene  were  the  two 
principal  men  among  the  Housatonic  Indians;  the  former 
holding  a  Captain's  and  the  latter  a  Lieutenantfs  commis- 
rion,  under  the  British  crown.  Konkapoty  who  was  a  man 
of  nnusual  shrewdness  and  intelligence^  desired  christian 
instmction  for  himself  and  people,  which  fact,  comuig  to 
tha  knowledge  of  Bot*  Mr.  Hopkins  of  West  Springfleld, 
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lie  tcl  htmatU  to  gntify  8o  laikfaihln  an  ipimka.  Hat* 
ing  ascertaioed  that  foods  supplied  bj  die  Trans-Atlantic 
^  iSoetetj  for  the  PromotkHi  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign 

Parti^,"  were  deposited  in  the  hands  of  Commissioners 
in  Boston  for  such  purposes  here,  and  knowin^i  that  John 
Stoildartl,  K>q. ,  ut  Xurthainpton  \\;as  iiUiiaaU  1}  acquainted 
wiiii  liu*  >tatf  of  the  Indians  in  Western  ^la.s>aeiiuaetts, 
he  visited  him  in  their  helialt',  March,  17^4.  Having  ob- 
tained iVuni  liini  intormatioa  tliat  lavured  hi.s  inleutiun,  he 
next  confern  d  with  Rev.  Dr.  William-  <  t  Longmeadow, 
uiid  at  their  united  request.  Kes  .  Win.  VS  illiams  of  Hat- 
field wrote  to  the  Commissioners  to  solieit  tht  ir  attention 
towards  the  H()U>atoniCi Indians.  The  Commi>."*ioners  re- 
questefl  Dr.  Williams  and  Mr.  Hopkins  to  visit  the  Indians 
personally,  and  ascertain  more  particularly  their  situation 
and  wishes,  ooncenung  religious  and  other  instruction. 
They  did  so,  and  made  a  report,  which  resulted  in  the  send- 
ing of  liev.  John  Sergeant,  as  missionary  to  the  Uousatonic 
Tallej,  with  a  salary  of  £100  per  annum*  He  arrived  ia 
October,  1734. 

In  order  that  the  ends  of  the  mission  might  be  best 
attained,  it  was  desirable  that  the  Indians  should  concen- 
trate  in  some  particular  locality.  This  they  consented  to 
do^  Konkapot  and  Umpachene  using  all  their  influence  to 
aid  the  enterprise.  To  further  the  object,  the  legislature, 
in  1735,  granted  a  township  six  miles  square,  which  includ- 
ed the  present  towns  of  Old  and  West  Stodtbridge.  Into 
this  the  Indians  moved  in  1736,  and  were  gradually  in- 
creased by  additions  from  Northern  Connecticut,  and 
Western  New  York,  m>  as  at  length  to  amount  to  about 
400  feouls. 

John  Stoddaid,  Kbenezer  ronieruy,  and  Thumas  Inger- 
soll,  Esqrs.,  were  appointed  a  Committee,  ''to  weigh  and 
con>ider  all  thin^^s  and  circumstanees,"  relative  to  the  loca- 
ti(^n  iiini  .--eitlement  of  the  town,  to  eowfer  with  the  Indians 
in  relation  thereto,  and  arrange  with  the  proprietors  of  the 
lower  townsliip,  (in»w  Sheiliidd,  granted  in  1722,) — for  the 
extinction  of  their  claims,  which  overlay  to  some  extent 
the  newly  projected  township.  Kvery  thing  wjis,  at  len<^th, 
and  after  some  dii&culty,  satisfactorily  adjusted,  and  in 
17^9  the  tract  was  incorporated  under  the  title  of  Stock* 
bridge,  doubtless  from  a  town  of  the  same  name  in  £iig* 
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land)  whose  natural  features  are  said  to  be  strikinglj  simi- 
lar. 

According  to  the  judgment  of  the  locating  Committee, 
one  sixtieth  part  of  the  land  was  to  be  reserved  for  the 
missionary;  another  sixtieth  for  the  schoolmaster,  and  a 
"  sufficient  portion  for  four  other  English  families,  who  should 
settle  in  it,  and  assist  in  the  beneyolent  labor  of  civilizing 
and  christianizing  the  Indians.  ^ 

Under  this  arrangement,  the  mission  ^commenced  and 
progressed  auspiciously.  The  chief  missionary  wa<i,  as^ 
has  been  mentioned,  Rev.  John  Sergeant,  a  native  of  New- 
ark, N.  J. ;  a  graduate  of  Tale  College  in  1729^  and  tator 
there  for  four  years  from  1731.  He  first  arrived  at  the 
scene  of  his  labors  in  1734 ;  but  that  visit  was  only  pre- 
liminary to  his  permanent  settlement,  which  took  place 
after  the  eompletion  of  his  iburth  year's  tutorship,  in  1735. 
^  lie  was  ordained  to  his  work  at  Deerfield,  Aug.  31st  oi 
the  same  year,  and  very  soon  thereafter  assumed  the  labors 
of  the  mission.  His  Assistant — as  teacher,  was  Mr.,  after- 
wards Hon.,  Tiniothy  Woodbridge,  of  \V  est  Springfield, 
who  subsequently  held  several  offices  of  distinction,  and 
died  May  11,  1774. 

Of  the  four  white  families,  for  whom  provision  ]iad  been 
made  in  the  laying  out  of  the  town,  two  arrived  in  June^ 
1737,  viz-^that  of  Col.  Ephraim  Williams,  (fether  of  the 
founder  of  Williiuns  College,)  from  Newtown,  and  Josiah 
Jones^of  Weston.  At  a  little  later  period,  came  Ephraim 
Brown  of  Watcrtown,  and  Joseph  Woodbridge  (brother 
of  the  teacher)  of  West  Springfield* 

In  January,  1737,  the  l^slature  ordered  that  a  meet- 
ing house,  40  feet  by  30,  together  with  a  school  house, 
should  be  erected  for  the  mission,  at  the  expense  of  the 
,  pit>vince,  and  Col.  Stoddard,  Bev.  Mr.  Sergeant,  and  Mr. 
Woodbridge  were  appointed  to  see  that  the  work  was  e^ce- 
cnted.  There  was  sdme  delay  attending  this  enterprise ; 
for  the  meeting  house  was  not  dedicated  until  Thanksgiving 
day,  Nov.  29,  1739.  It  stood  a  few  rods  Korth-east  of 
the  site  of  tlic  present  house  of  worshij),  and  the  frame 
now  composes  part  of  a  barn  about  half  a  mile  West  of 
its  former  location.  The  school  house  stood  near  the  resi- 
dence of  liev.  Dr.  Field. 

What  more  we  have  to  say  concerning  these  Indians 
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miNt  b0  hastily,  though  imwilUiigly»  dcsjiatcfaftd.  Thqr 
•baned  in  all  of  Ihe  town  affai»t  until  their  removali  ana 
on  the  reoorda  of  the  town,  the  names  of  Indians  are 

found  associated  in  various  boards  of  office  with  their  white 
bretlireij.    In  1785  and  87,  they  removed  to  New  Stock- 
bnd»§e,  Madison  Cuiiiity,  2s.  V.     In  1822,  they  made  a 
second  migration  to  Green  liay,  on  the  Western  side  of 
Luke  Michijran.    In  1833,  the  United  States  govenimerit 
ettV'ctc'd  :i  treaty  with  them,  giving  them  S2o,00()  and  two 
tuvvu         o?\  Lake  Winnebairo,  in  exchange  for  their  im- 
jiroveuieni-  arnl  hinds  at  (jii  rt  u  Bay.    Thither  they  accord- 
inj];ly  removed,  and  remained  in  eouiparative  peace  until 
lii^H,  when  a  new  emij^raiion  lieyond  the  3Iissouri  River 
began  to  be  agitated.    An  unhappy  division  arose  in  the, 
tribe,  a  portion  desiring  to  be  made  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  another  and  larger  part  anxious  to  retain  tlieir* 
tribal  tenure.   This  dissension  has  not  yet  been  healed, 
and  A  portion  of  tliem  have  separated  and  gone  farther. 
Westwacdi  thereby  inci^asing  the  melancholj  probabilitj  ^ 
that  hj  oontinoal  comminution^  thej  will,  at  no  very  distant 
day,  lose  their  identity  as  a  tribe,  or  become  utterly  ex- 
tinct 

The  Indian  school  in  Stockbridge  continued  to  floorisli 
until  the  second  French  war,  1769,  which  nearly  destroyed 
it»  By  its  means,  quite  a  number  of  the  natives  received  a 
good  education*  Among  them  were  Peter  Pauqoannaupeet, 
or  Sir  Peter,"  as  he  was  familiarly  termed,  who  was  grad- 
uated at  Dartmouth  Collejz^e;  Joseph  Quaunauquant,  and 
Capt.  llendriek  Aiipawmiit,  the  histoiiaii  ul  tlie  Tribe. 
There  were  not  u  anUii;^  orators  amon^  them,  aiui  a  speech 
made  by  one  of  their  chiefs  before  the  l*io\  ineial  Conj^ress 
of  Massaeimsetts,  in  1775,  and  published  in  the  old  Colum- 
bi un  Orator,"  mi^  be  taken  as  a  t^pecimen  of  their  ability 
in  that  line. 

Mr.  Ser^^eaut  died  July  27,  1740,  aged  30,  and  was  snc- 
ceeii*  (I  by  Pres.  Jonathan  Edwards,  who  came  here  irom 
Northampton,  and  was  installed  over  the  united  church  of 
Whites  and  Indians,  August  8,  1751.  Here  he  wrote  his 
great  work  on  the  **  Freedom  of  Will."  liis  house,  as  well 
as  that  of  Mr.  Sergeant,  is  still  standing.  President  £4" 
wards  was  dismissed  to  accept  the  *  presidency  of  J^assait 
Hall»  at  Princeten,     4^  January  4, 1758»  and  died  of  the 
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small  pox  in  March  of  the  same  year,  aged  54.  At  the 
period  of  Edwards'  dismission,  (he  number  of  white  families- 
in  Stockbridg^  had  increased  to  18.  among  them,  those  oft 
Elihu  Parsons  of  NorthamptOD,  Stephen  Nash-  of  West-' 
fi<  Id,  James  Wilson  from  Spencer,  Josiak  Jones, ^V'&w- 
Weston,  Thomas  Sherman  and  Solomon  61ezeii/th%  last 
from  Worcester, 

President  Edwards  was  succeeded  bj  Rev.,  afterwards 
Rev.  Dr.,  Stephen  West  of  Tolland,  Ot,  who  was  graduated 
at  Tale  in  1755.  He  was  licensed  to  preach  about  the  be* 
ginning  of  1758,  and  first  performed  duty  as  chaplain  at 
Fort  Massachusetts,  in  the  town  of  Adams.    Thence  he 

/  went  to  Stockbridge,  and  w%is  ordained  tliere,  June  1^3,  1759. 
Until  1775,  he  preached  to  both  Whites  and  Indians,  to  the 
laUer  (through  an  interpreter,)  in  the  forenoon,  and  to  the 
former  \v  the  aflernuon  of  each  Sabl)aih.  In  1775,  he  re- 
linquished the  instnietion  of  the  Indians  to  Mr.  John  S(  i  - 
geant,  son  of  the  missionary,  "Who  removed  with  them  to 
New  Stockbridce,  w^here  he  difd,  vSeptember  8,  1824,  aged 
77.  Dr.  Wect  (  oiitinued  his  ministrations  until  1819,  when 
he  died  in  tlu  Slth  year  of  liis  age.    In  1810,  in  conse- 

•  quence  of  his  growing  infirmities,  Rev.  £phraim  G.  Swift 
of  Williamstown,  a  graduate  of  Williams  College,  was 
associated  with  him  as  colleague.  He  was  dismissed  Au- 
gust, 1818. 

On  the  25th  of  August,  1819,  Rev.  D.  D.  Field  of  East 
Guilford,  Ct.,  a  graduate  of  Yale  in  1802,  and  fii'st  settled 
in  Haddam,  Ct,  was  installed  as  minister.  Dr.  Field  con- 
tinued to  officiate  until  his  dismission,  February  12th,  1837. 
The  series  of  pastors  has  been  continued  to  the  present 
time,  by  Rev.  Tertins  S.  Clarke  oT  W^thampton,  a 
graduate  of  Tale  in  1824,  who  was  installed  June 
15th,  1837,  and  dismissed  May  5,  1850 ;  Rev.  A.  H. 
Dashiell,  Jr.,  of  Tennessee,  a  graduate  of  Delaware  Cof- 
lege  in  1843,  who  was  installed  December  11, 1850. 

In  early  time,  the  hour  for  attending  Divine  service  wfts 
denoted  by  the  blowing  of  a  huge  conch-shell,  by  a  strong- 
lunged  Indian  named  Metoxsin,  for  whom  the  town,  by  vote, 
made  annual  appropriations.  It  is  still  in  possession  of  the 
Jones  family,  and  is  a  very  interesting  relic. 

In  con^cipience  of  a  discussion  arising  from  the  location 
of  a  new  meetiag-houscy  in  1624^  sixty-three  members  of 
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tlie  parent  church  withdrew,  and,  under  a  separale  organ- 
ization, erected  another  lioiisc  of  worship  at  Curtisville, 
about  three  miles  farther  North.  The  settled  pa^lu^■»  of 
this  church  have  been  Rev.  Nathan  Shaw  in  ;  Rev. 

Joseph  IIurllMirt  in  1838;  Rev.  J.  T.  Head  ley  in  1840 ; 
Rev.  8.  P.  Giddin-^  in  IHIG  ;  and  Rev.  W.  11.  Phelps  in 
18  10.  The  latter  wixs  disnii^^^d  in  1854,  and  his  place  is 
as  yet  unoccup'uM?.  An  Kpisco]»al  Church  was  formed  in 
18J^M,  which  dedicated  a  liouse  of  worship  in  1844.  The 
charge  of  this  f>o?t  has  been  successively  with  Hv\.  S.  P. 
Parker,  Rev.  tlustin  Field,  and  the  j)resent  incumbent, 
Rev.  Thomas  R.  Pynchon.  There  are  also,  in  town,  fam- 
ilies of  Methodists,  and  Baptists,  who  have  periodical  wor- 
ship; but  have  no  church  edifices.  A  stated  Roman  GaUiolic 
meeting  transpires  at  the  Town  Hall. 

Stockbridge  has  furnished  the  following  missionaries  to 
the  home  and  foreign  field :  Rev.  Cyrus  Byington  to  the 
Choctaws  in  1B21 ;  Rev.  Josiah  Brewer  and  his  wife,  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  Dr.  Field,  to  Greece  in  1830;  Mias 
Catharine  Watson,  who  married  Rev.  Mr»  Webb  of  the 
Baptist  Mission  to  Bnrmah,  1833 ;  Mrs.  Catharine  P.  Ser- 
geant, who  married  Dr.  Henry  A.  DeForest,  to  Syria  in 
1842 ;  Miss  Sarah  L.  Perry,  who  married  Bey.  Mr.  Powers 
of  theNestorian  Mission*  in  1842 ;  Miss  Mary  Perry,  nuur^ 
ried  to  Rev.  Mr.  Ford  of  the  Syrian  Mission,  in  1847  ;  and 
Susan  Johnson,  to  the  Choctaws,  in  1852. 

In  schools  of  various  kinds,  Stoekbridge  has  never  been 
behind  her  sifter  towns  of  the  county.  Before  the  estab- 
lishment of"  theological,  law,  and  raedieiil  institutions,  in 
the  Ian*!,  their  places  were  supplied  by  a  sort  of  family 
arran;re!nt  Jit,  whercbv  ])npils  were  fitted  for  the  various 
professions  by  enroiiinL'  i lu  ni-elves  in  the  ollice*?  ami  >tihlies 
of  certain  doctors  ot  exit  iisive  fame.  Dr.  West  k«  j  t  a 
"srhool  of  tho  prophets"  in  ^vhich  a  multitude  of  yonnp: 
men  were  qualified  for  the  ministry,  several  of  whom  have 
been  written  D.  D.*s,  as  Rev.  Drs.  Spring,  Olds,  Catlinand 
Hallock.  Judge  Sedgwick's  law  office  issued  many  juris- 
consults, among  whom  were  Judges  Howe  and  Dewey. 
The  desideratum  of  a  Medical  School  was  excellently  se- 
cured by  Dr.  Erastos  Sergeant*  A  full  catalogue  of  all 
the  pupils  of  these  three  men,  would  reach  a  surprising 
number. 
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The  eailieet  appropriation  for  a  public  i^n^ish  school, 
fbond  on  leeord,  is  jander  the  date  of  1760,  when  £6  lOs. 
were  so  voted.  In  1762,  £20  were  appropriated  to  the 
same  purpose,  and  Josiah  Jones  and  Stephen  I^ash  were 
appointed  a  school  conjmittee.  The  next  year  £30  were 
voted,  the  selectmen  bein^  ordered  to  take  charge  of  the 
same,  and  procure  a  teacher.  In  1764,  two  scliool  houses 
were  erected,  one  for  a  Northern  district,  nn<\  the  other  on 
the  "Plain."  The  latter  stood  on  the  ground*^  now  owned 
by  IVIrs.  Jane  Sedgwick.  An  increasing  sum  was  voted 
yearly,  until, in  1774,  when  the  East  Street  District"  was 
set  off,  the  appropriation  wa^  £50.  Durin<r  each  of  the 
years  of  1802,  3,  4,  5  and  6,  the  sum  devoted  to  schools 
was  S750.  Latterly,  the  town  has  been  divided  into  eight 
districts,  and  $1,000  and  $1,200  voted  annually  to  sustain 
Bchnols  in  them. 

Besides  these,  select  schools  date  far  back  into  the  present 
century,  kept  mostly  during  the  Winter.  Stockbridge 
Academy  was  incorporated  in  1828,  and  Rev.  Jared  Curtis 
was  its  first  principal.  Then  followed  Mr.  J.  Cutler,  Mark 
Hopkins,  Elijah  Whitney,  R  M.  Townsend,  J.  M.  Howard 
and  JuliAs  A.  Fay»  Under  the  magistracy  of  Mr.  Fay, 
ibe  new  Academy  building  was  erected  in  1833-4.  The 
anccessors  of  Mr.  Fay  were  Bey*  Mr.  Woolcott,M.  Warner, 
H,  J.  Carter,  and  £.  W.  B.  Canning,  who  assumed  the 
principality  in  1840,  which  he  has  just  relinquished. 
There  are  also  two  family  schools  in  town,  taught  by  M. 
Warner  and  Georofe  P.  Bradley,  and  aUo  a  juvenile  school 
under  Miss  L.  M.  Bliss. 

In  this  connexion  it  may  not  he  amiss  to  mention  that 
of  the  four  individuals  composing  the  first  class  graduated 
at  Williams  College,  three  were  from  this  town,  and  the' re- 
maining one  lived  just  over  the  line  in  Lenox.  Some  thirty 
atudt'iits.  natives  of  Stockbridge,  have  been  graduated  at 
Williams  College  alone,  and  many  at  other  institutions. 

Nor  has  Stockhriil  Lre  been  less  distinguished  for  her  public 
men.  Ephraim  Williams  and  Timothy  Woodbridge  were 
Judges  of  the  Common  Pleas  for  Hampshire,  previous 
to  1761,  and  the  latter  for  Berkshire  until  1774.  Jahleel 
Woodbridge  and  John  Bacon  also  subsequently  held  the 
same  office,  anrl  Theodore  Sedgwick  w^s  Judge  of  Supreme 
Court    Of  Clerks  of  Court,  Stockbridge  has  produced 
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IhmiTis.:  B*W.]>wight,  Joseph  Woodbridge  sad  CSMriet 
Sedgwick ;  of  ooontj  treasurers^  three— IL  W*  Dwight, 
Hoeet  Ashlej  and  Barnabas  Bidwell ;  of  district  attorneys, 
two— Theo.  Sedgwick  and  John  Hunt ;  of  judges  of  Pro- 
bate, two— Timothy  Edwards  and  Jahleel  Woodbridge ; 
of  Repristers  of  Probate,  two — Edward  Edwards  and  Geo. 
"WhiiiR-y;  Members  of  Congress,  six — Timoiliy  l^ilwurds, 
(declined,)  TJieo.  Sedgwick,  .Juliii  liuoon,  Barnabas  Bid- 
Wcll,  Ilt  nry  W.  I) wight  and  John  Z.  (loodricli. 

In  the  perils  aiid  triaLs  of  Hevohitionary  times,  Stock- 
bridge  bore  her  full  sliare.  A  couTity  convention  sat  there 
in  July,  1774,  -ohk  of  wlio-t  i  < -oK  i-s  have  already  been 
published  iu  the  i^eueral sketch  ui  JUerkshire.  JSo  pensioner 
survives  to 

^  Sboaldar  IIm  eroteh  and  show  horn  fields  vrm  won,'' 

but  tlie  names  of  many  soldiers  from  tliis  town  appear  on 
the  muster  rolls  of  the  continental  army.  Nor  were  the 
women  less  patriotic.  While  husbands,  fathers  and  brothers 
were  gone  to  the  field,  tbej,  in  many  cases,  engaged  in  the 
cultivation  of  ,tbe  farms,  and  prepared  supplies  for  the  ab- 
sent loved  ones.  Two  regiments  were  enlisted -in  Berk- 
shire, commanded  respectivelj  by  Cols.  Fellows  of  Shef* 
field,  and  Patterson  of  Xienox.  In  one  of  tbese,  Dr.  Eras* 
tus  Sergeant  beld  the  commission  of  Major.  Stockbridge 
men  in  these  regiments  did  duty  in  tbe  Nordiem  frontier, 
and  in  tbe  Jersey  campaigns.  Tbey  crossed  the  wilderness 
of  Mune  with  Arnold;  fought  at  Quebec;  at  the  Cedars ; 
at  Lake  Champlain ;  at  Bennington ;  at  Saratoga  and  Still- 
water;  at  White  Plains;  at  Trenton,  Princeton,  and  Mon- 
mouth ;  at  Stone  Arabia ;  and  still  earlier  in  the  struggle, 
at  ^Bunker  HilL  An  imperfect  list  of  those  who  served 
their  country  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period  during  the  war, 
is  as  follows :  Dr.  and  Maj.  Erastus  Sergeant ;  Dr.  Oliver 
Partridge,  who  aided  in  dressing  Col.  Baum's  wounds  at 
Bennington ;  Dca.  Samuel  Brown  ;  Mnj.  Thomas  Williams, 
who  died  at  Sken<'s))oro',  now  \\  Liti  Imll,  in  service,  July 
]Oth,  177G;  Capt.  Wm.  Goodrich,  Capt.  James  Stoddard, 
Jaitd  Bishop,  Klkanah  Bishop,  Charles  Stone,  Daniel 
Phelps,  aceidentully  kilh^d  after  the  battle  of  Lexington,  at 
that[)lace;  EInathan  Curtis,  John  Deane,  Solomon  Stod- 
dard, David  Pixley,  Daniel  Gaines,  killed  at  Fort  Edward  • 
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Xsaar  Curtis,  Asahel  I.  Bmdlev.  Josiah  Erndloj,  Caleb 
I^ennett,  Daniel  Ciirti!?,  killed  at  Stone  Arabia  with  CoL 
Thrown  ;  Phineas  Brown,  Klijah  Jones,  who  died  in  service  ; 
'Wmu  Ward,  Elijah,  Elnathan  and  Wheeler  Higbee  5  Faal 
JoneSy  Abner  Kockwell,  Lent  Bradley,  Elijah  Andrews, 
John  Jerome,  and  Agrippa  Hull,  (colored,)  who  was  ser- 
vant to  Gen.  Kosciuszko,  and  was  present  at  the  battle  of 
iEutaw  Springs;  and  others  whose  names  are  not  remem- 
bered.   Jahleel  Woodbridge,  Esq.,  was  commissary. 

In  1775,  Stockbridge  voted  and  borrowed  £20  to  pnr» 
chase  fire  arms.  The  people  also  voted  to  support  the 
Provincial  Congress  in  collecting  taxes.  In  1776,  a  similar 
vote  was  passed,  with  bat  one  dissenting  voice,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  £50  were  raised  to  purchase  tents  for  the  » 
scddiers.  In  November,  1777,  a  town  meeting  was  called 
to  laj  a  tax  for  the  support  of  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates,  agreeably  with  an  act  of  the  Legislature ; 
£80  was  determined  upon  as  the  sum.  March,  1778,  £36 
were  voted  for  the  purchase  of  tent^.  In  May,  £210  were 
ordered  to  be  Borrowed  tor  the  payment  of  seven  men  to 
be  enlisted  for  nine  months,  and  in  November  of  the  same 
year  £100  more,  for  the  support  of  the  families  of  ^ultlicrs 
in  service.  In  1779,  tlie  town  inianimously  voted  them- 
selves bound  1)V  the  doings  of  Tiie  Great  and  General 
Court."  In  17S0,  they  voted  £312  T2s.  to  Elias  Gilbert, 
and  £789  7s.  to  Asa  Bemcnt  tor  their  -rrvices  at  the  State 
Convention.  June  5,  1780,  tlie  Seleetnu-n  were  r('<]!nr<'d 
to  enlist  the  men  ordered  l)y  the  Gener  tl  Court,  and  on  the 
19th  were  instructed  to  otler  them  twenty  shillinjr?  a  month, 
in  addition  to  the  pay  allowed  by  Government^  to  be  ren- 
dered in  silver  or  gold.  One  hundred  pounds  w  ere  raised 
for  the  purpose.  July  7tb,  same  year,  the  selectmen  were 
ordered  to  procure  the  horses  required  of  the  town,  £4,500 
being  assessed  for  the  same  ;  and  £10  bounty  was  raised  for 
three  six-months  men*  £very  man  who  would  voluntarily 
enlist  for  three  months,  was  promised  20  shillings  per 
month  above  the  State  wages,  and  £50  raised  for  the  same. 
For  clothing  soldiers,  £3,000  were  voted  in  1779,  and  the 
same  sum  in  1780.  In  October  of  the  latter  year,  £7,000 
were  granted  to  purchase  beef  for  the  army,  and  in  Decem- 
ber, 12  men  being  ordered  out,  a  committee  was  chosen  to 
devise  ways  and  means  for  their  pavment.  They  reported 
50* 
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the  Mine  day,  that  the  present  value  of  pay  oti^^  1^ 
Conj^resd  :iliould  be  kept  good  to  the  men;  that  £184  be 
aji6es8ed«  payable  in  coin  or  wheat  ;  the  town  to  borrow^  the 
Afinie  until  u  could,  be  collected,  whirh  must  be  done  us  soon 
as  danitary  10^  17S1.  These  men  were  to  be  paid  liiij  dol- 
hurt*  each. 

Decemb<  r  'JS.  17m>,  h  cujiiinittf  \va<  oliofsen  to  procure 
be(  f  and  •jrnin.  and  :n  an  :hl)niirnf4  DicPtinjEr,  one  week 
from  thai  mii«',  1' 1  ><j  " were  d  in       levied,  payai>K^ 

in  ntonev,  or  ui  rvr  ai  s.Vt,  corn  at  ^-ko^or  oata  at  $27  per 
Wdhel,  contineiUul  currency. 

In  July,  1781,  £80  in  silver  or  gold  web  ordered  for  the 
purchase  of  5,874  lba.of  beei^  and  £50  for  clothing.  The 
^  beef  allowance  being  iDsufficient,  £40  additional  were  Tdled 
UI  September,  wad  egein  ia  March)  1782,  £m  noM  ime 
mised. 

Another  TOle,  in  J  uly,  1781,  inrtrocted  the  militia  offitem 
to  enlist  men  required  by  the  Gk>vemment  act  of  Jane^eii- 
gugiDgto  them  £8  lOfL  in  ooin  (indading  wages)  per 
nonti^  and  20b.  bonnty,  to  be  paid  before  ^ey  marcbed. 
Tbe  sun  assessed  for  this  purpose,  was  £1^  easb*  In 
Jififil,  1782,  £180  wore  ordered  to  be  raised,  to  pay  the 
notes  given  to  the  two  years'  men  in  1781,  and  £68  voted 
for  the  last  payment  of  the  three  years*  men ;  foar  more 
soldiers  were  to  be  enlisted  as  reasonably  as  poss9t>le.  Tbe 
last  j)ayment  of  continental  money  remembered  among  us, 
was  early  in  the  ])resent  centuiy,  when  $400  of  it  were 
given  foi  a  mu^  of  fiip. 

It  should  be  mciiliunrd  that  a  company  of  Stockbridge 
Indijins,  under  Capt.  ^Simham,  were  engaged  during  the 
war,  and  at  the  battle  of  White  Plains,  October,  1776,  four 
or  more  ot  th«'m  were  slain.  Such  was  Washington's  ap- 
preciation of  tiieir  services,  that,  after  a  favorable  result  of 
the  nego!iatio!is  for  peace,  he  ordered  the  commissary  to 
furnish  them  with  a  fat  ox  for  a  barbecue,  and  a  half  barrel 
of  whiskey.  The  ceremonies  of  the  feast  transpired  in  the 
grove  immediately  in  the  rear  of  the  Academy,  where,  after 
eating  and  drinking  ad  libttum,  an  effigy  of  Benedict 
Arnold  was  shot,  scalp<ul  and  burnt,  and  the  war  hatchet 
buried  in  true  Indian  style. 

Among  the  many  anecdotes  and  incidents  yet  remaining 
eoneemiag  the  Bevolation,  we  must^  even  at  the  risk  of 
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being  tedious,  mention  on^v  On  Sabbath  moroinjr,  Anj^nst 
17,  1777,  the  village  was  alarmed  by  the  sound  of  a  musket 
roaring  out  on  the  wonted  stillness,  followed  by  a  second 
and  a  third  report  On  the  inhabitants  looking  into  the 
street,  what  was  their  surprise  to  see  Esq.  Woodbridge, 
Dea.  Nash,  and  Esq.  Edwards  standing  on  the  comer oppo* 
site  tlie  hotel,  with  gofM  in  their  hands.  Were  they  crazj 
-^us  deseeiBling  the  momiiig  of  the  Sabbath  ?  Oh  no 
-«**neirs  had  eome  hj  a  courier,  who  left  the  field  of  Ben* 
aingtoo  the  eYentng  before,  after  Baum  had  been  defeated, 
lliat  reinforcements  for  the  enemj  were  almost  in  sight,  and 
more  help  was  required  from  Berkshire.  Out  sallied  the 
minnte  men,  and  soon  a  devoted  band  were  on  their  waj 
l^drthward,  receiving  accessions  as  thej. advanced,  to  beat  • 
iMidL  the  British/  Happily  their  services  were  not  needed, 
€^en.  Stark  having  flojrged  the  second  detachment  of  the 
•  enemy  ])efore  their  arrival.  The  medical  men,  however, 
were  of  use  in  attending  the  wounded,  l)oth  of  friends  mid 
foemen.  A  very  interesting  incident  in  the  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, associated  with  the  history  of  Stockhridge,  will  be 
ibund  in  the  Outlme  History.    [Vol.  l,pp.  276-7-8-9-80.] 

In  the  times  of  Adams  and  Jefferson.  St* x  k hi  idjre  was 
Federalist  in  politics.  Partvi-^ni  ran  to  <  xi  essivc  lengths, 
and  tnultitinllnon^  are  the  aneedotes  that  mi^rlit  be  men- 
tioned in  this  connection.  Tiie  presidential  canij)ai<jn  of 
1840  involved  not  a  moiety  of  the  bitterness  oi^  that  Demo- 
cratic and  Federal  warfare.  A  house  is  still  standing  in 
the  village  built  at  that  period,  one  end  of  which  is  said  to 
have  formerly  been  windowle8s«  lest  the  occupant  should 
receive  light  that  shone  over  a  neighbor's  grounds,  who  was 
of  difierent  politics. 

In  the  war  of  1812,  when  the  Governor  summoned  the 
militia  to  the  sea-board,  a  whole  military  company,  m  masH^ 
went  from  Stod^brid^.  Of  this  band,  John  Hunt  was 
Captain,  ^rastns  Williams,  Lieutenant,  and  George  Bacon, 
Ensign ;  Wm.  Williams,  (now  Gen.  W.,)  Orderly  Sergeant ; 
Benjamin  Bacon,  Philo  Griswold  and  Leonard  Ohnstead, 
Sergeants ;  David  B.  Ingersoll,  Heman  Whittlesey,  Daniel 
Barnes  and  Otis  Drc^ser^  Corporals.  They  numbered  about 
60,  rank  and  file. 

Tho  first  j  iiblic  work  of  any  note  in  Stockhridge  on 
record,  wa^  the  building  of  a  bridge  over  the  Housatonic, 
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S'^'itli  of  the  villa«r<-%  in  ITHO.  In  1764,  the  rouii  over 
**  tilt'  Hill  "  wiu*  Fir-i  vaccination  performcii  in  1802. 

Tho  first  |M)st  office  in  tlu-  ruuniy  was  established  here  in 
IT.'i.  Tlie  firsit  stupe  was  run  hrn-  by  Mr.  J.  Ilieks,  about 
1512.  Tlie  first'  store  in  the  county  was  opened  in  the 
hou^e  now  oc*cupie<l  by  M^|.  O^en,  in  1772,  by  Timothy 
Edwards,  Esq.  The  lnrf;est  and  oldest  elms  and  maples  in 
the  street  were  planted  about  tlie  year  17H6,  and  the  names 
of  Gen  Siias  Fepoon  and  Col.  William  Edwards,  (who  re- 
cently deceased  in  Brookljn,N.  ¥•,)  descrre  honorable  men- 
tion in  connection  with  this  measure  of  public  adornment. 
The  Housatonic  Bank  Kere  was  incorporated  in  1825.  The 
town  ball  was  erected  with  the  euiplos  revenue  funda  in 
1839. 

In  1853^  a  society  called  »  The  Lanrel^HU  Aasociatioii^'* 
was  formed,  to  beautify  the  Tillages  public  grounds  and  cem- 
etery. They  have  commenced  their  labors  very  auspicioaalj, 
and  promise  to  carry  out  their  laudable  purpose  to  an  extent 

unsurpassed  by  any  sister  town  in  the  county. 

Few  towns  in  the  comitv  or  State,  it  is  believed,  can 
rival  Stockbridjre  in  bt  antv  of  location,  and  ricliness  of 
landscaj»e.  It  is  ino>tly  cradled  among  the  mountains,  and 
affords  an  agrerahl-  diversity  of  interval  ami  uplaud.  The 
^olitaiy  elevatioik  called  Kattlesnake  Mountain,"  rises 
Northward  of  the  Tlain  ;  AVcstward  lies  a  noble  ridge — a 
spur  of  the  Tatrheonic  range ;  on  the  South-East,  are  the 
suiiiiiiii^  of  the  lit  arfown  ridge;  while  Sunt li-W't  -trrly,  old 
^(onunient  lifts  its  bald  brow,  rich  in  legend  and  in  song. 
Close  by  the  village  is  the  sweet  place  of  resort  called 
Laurel  1 1  ill,  rendered  classical  by  the  prolific  pen  of  Miss 
Sedgwick.  Ice-Glen  is  a  famous  rifb  in  the  nearer  Eastern 
hills,  full  of  wildness  and  romance.  Northward  lies  the 
large  and  beautiful  sheet  of  water,  called  by  the  Indians 
"  Mah-kee-nac'* — latterlv,  in  Engjlish,  "The  .^lonntain  Mir- 
ror,"  and  "Stockbridge  Bowl."  A  smaller  lake,  iu  the 
Western  portion  of  the  town,  is  named  ^  Mohawk  Pond.'' 
The  Housatonic  river  comes  in  from  Lee,  Eastward,  and 
makes  many  picturesque  curves  before  leaving  the  borders 
of  the  town.  It  is  su hj  ccted  to  considerable  present  tribute, 
to  be  increased  prospectively,  in  turning  inaclnnerj,  before 
taking  its  leave.  The  alluvial  lands  upon  its  banks  are 
most  beautiful  meadows^  yielding  to  a  magnifiorat  ravme^ 
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on  its  Southern  bend,  wliere  water  power  in  abundance  is, 
and  is  to  be,  afforded.  From  the  "  Hill"  above  the  Plain, 
the  pauoraum  of  landscape  is  unsurpassed  in  beauiy  and 
glory.  The  manufacturing  villages  of  Curtisviilc  and 
Glendale,  and  the  niore  numerous  homes  of  Old  Stock- 
bridge  on  the  Plain,"  appear  nestled  down  amidst  a  scene 
of  rural  lovelinc^-'.  worthy  nt  ;i  I'topian  commonwealth. 

The  population  of  KStoc  kbridge  in  1840  was  1,981  ;  in 
1850,  1,706;  decrease  in  ten  years,  275.  It  has,  since 
lS50f  increased,  and  now  nearly  reaches  2,000. 

TYRINGHAM. 

The  history  of  this  town  embraces,  up  to  1847,  its  own, 
as  well  as  the  liistorj  of  Monterey,  which,  in  that  year, 
was  formed  from  its  territory.  The  original  territory  con^ 
sisted  of  No^  1  of  the  four  townships  established  in  1735, 
for  the  purpose  of  locating  a  road  between  the  Connecticut 
river  and  the  Housatonic  settlements.  On  the  15th  of 
January,  that  year,  the  Legislature  voted,  That  there  be 
four  townshipa  opened  upon  the  road  between  Westfield 
and  Sheffield,  and  that  they  be  contiguous  to  one  another, 
and  either  join  to  Shellieldor  to  the  township  [Blandi'ordJ 
lately  granted  to  the  proprietors  of  Suffield,  each  of  the 
contents  of  six  miles  square,  and  that  there  be  63  home 
lots  laid  out  in  a  compact  and  defensible  form,  in  each 
township,  one  of  which  to  be  for  the  first  s(  ttled  minister, 
one  for  the  second  settled  minister,  one  lor  schools,  and 
one  for  each  grantee,  which  shall  draw  equal  shares  in  all 
future  divisions;  that  the  grantees  be  such  petitioners  ns 
have  not  been  grantees  or  settlers  for  the  seven  years  next 
preceding,  and  give  security  to  the  value  of  £40  each  for 
a  performance  of  the  usual  conditions ;  and  that  a  joint 
commmittee  of  five  be  appointed  for  this  purpose.''  The 
committee  appointed  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  act,  were  Hon.  £benezer  Burrill  and  Edmund  Quincy 
of  the  Upper  House,  and  John  Ashley,  Capt.  Stephen 
Skifie  and  John  Fisher,  of  the  Assembly.  These  town- 
ships were  numbered  1,  2,  3  and  4,  the  three,  remaining 
ones,  in  their  numeral  order,  being  Marlborough,  Saudis* 
field  and  Becket.  Supplementary  grants  were  subse- 
quently made,  of  the  North  Eleven  Thousand  Acres,  the 
South  Eleven  Thousmid  Acres,  and  the  Tyrmgham  Equiv* 
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four  townships.  The  latter  was  panted  to  Tyringham  as  an 
equivalent  lor  lands  embraced  in  two  private  grants,  cov- 
ering 8(>0  acres,  I'or  [K)nds  covering  21  acres,  and  for  4,000 
acres,  loss  sustained  in  running  the  lines  of  the  Upper 
Ht)iisat(inic  Township.  Thig  tract  wa8  incorporated  as  the 
district  of  London,  Vv\>.  27,  177.*). 

'I'lic  territory  ot   1  \  riT)«jliarii  divided  into  21  }>ur- 

tiiiii^i,  '*  bv  lin<-;  rn!iiniiii  liuiif  Xorfliwest  to  Southeast,  half 
a  mile  from  each  tulifi*.  from  tlie  Southwest  to  the  North- 
east corm  r.  House  U>is,  from  In  to  acres  each,  were? 
laid  out  on  the  six  (M^rtions  next  to  the  six  Southwestern, 
contiguous  to  each  other,  abutting  on  the  lines  contiguous 
to  the  township."  Lot  ^o.  25  was  set  apart  for  the  first 
minister,  No.  21,  for  the  seeond  minister,  and  No.  20,  Ibr 
•ehools,  while  67  were  drawn  by  lot  by  the  proprietors,  the 
aumber-of  proprietors  having  been  increased  bj  the  Gene-- 
ral  Court,  io  this,  ms  in  all  the  townships,  in  oonsequeneo  o£ 
the  increase  of  lerritorj.  The  remainder  ef  the  town, 
with  its  rights  in  the  three  tracts  mentioiied,  wete  abo 
brought  into  division  among  the  proprietors* 

In  April,  1739,  a  settlement  was  commeiieed  upon  the 
territory  by  Isaac  Garfield,  Thomas  Skton  aad  JohR 
Chadwick.  In  the  following  August,  John  Brewer  of 
Hopkinton  put  up  a  house  a  little  South  of  the  pood  whi<A 
now  bears  his  name.  Here,  in  accordance  with  a  contract 
made  with  the  proprietors,  he  erected  and  put  mills  into 
operation.  Mr.  Brewer*s  house  was  among  those  fortified 
in  the  I'rench  war.  bej;inning  in  1744,  and  here  soldiers 
were  placed  in  g«irri-on  by  the  j)n>\  iiiriai  goverumenL 
Amonjr  these  was  Williaiu  Hale,  wiio  atterwards  became  a 
Fattier,  and  a  dracon  in  the  rluirch.  In  1750,  the  j)rupiie- 
tora,  who  had  previously  held  their  moetinj^s  and  done  tlieir 
business  in  the  Eastern  ])ari  ot  tiie  State,  commenced  hold- 
ing their  meetings  in  the  town-^ldf),  and  March  f^,  171)2,  the 
town  was  incorporated,  with  a  fiame,  said  to  have  been  sug- 
gested by  T.ord  Viscount  Jlowe,  a  few  days  betore  he  fell 
in  battle  near  Ticonderoga,  after  Tjrringbam  in  Kngland^ 
where  he  owned  an  estate. 

The  early  settlements  were  all  made  in  the  Southern  part 
of  the  town,  now  embraced  in  the  town  of  Monterey,  a 
part  which  was  afterwards  known  as  South  TyriDghttn» 
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It  was  not  until  the  yev  m  which  the  lown  wai  ineofpem* 
ted  tbst  the  int  eettkry  Dea.  Thomas  Ortoo,  put  up  his 
log  honto  on  Hop  Btooky  in  the  I^orthem  part  of  the 
town. 

The  eeiMtttaoiis  of  the  grant  of  Tjiingham  made  pxo* 
Tumm  for  the  eitabKuhmeot  and  support  of  the  imniatiy. 
In  1740,  a  vote  was  passed  for  the  erection  of  a  church, 
which  was  put  up  in  1748,  though,  in  etmequenoe  of  the 
distarhances  of  the  period,  it  was  not  iSnished  for  several 
jears.  It  was  situated  on  one  of  the  highest  hills  inhab- 
ited at  the  present  day,  and  was  located  within  the  present 
boands  of  Monterey.  It  was  a  cheerless  building,  situa- 
ted in  a  very  bleak  place,  and  occupied  a  ^ite  on  House-lot 
No.  1,  drawn  by  Rev.  John  Cotton,  of  Boston.  This 
building  answered  the  pur[)oses  for  which  il  was  built,  ior 
many  years.  In  17 a  second  house  was  erected  upon 
the  same  lot,  which  was  dedicated  July  4,  1798,  and  wiiicii 
was  much  more  decent  and  comfortable  than  the  original 
structure.  A:>idti  trom  its  unprotected  exposure  to  the 
wind,  the  site  was  as  appropriate  and  beautiful  as  could  be 
wished,  occupyinpf  the  summit  of  a  gentle  elevation,  over 
which  the  prni(  i[nd  roail  passed,  and  standing  uviw  the  cen- 
ter of  a  common  of  several  acres.  To  these  churches  the 
Congregational  portion  ot  the  iu  habitants  of  Hop  Brook 
came  up^  a  distance  of  four  miles,  for  two  generations. 
Although  nearly  two  miles  South  of  the  present  line  b^ 
tween  Tyringbam  and  Monterey^  it  was  nearly  in  the  em* 
ter  of  the  original  town. 

The  Congregational  Church  was  organized  Sept  26, 
1750^  with  8  members,  and  on  the  3d  of  the  succeeding 
Ooliober,  Bey*  Ad<»Mgah  Bidwell  was  ordained  as  the  pas- 
tor* Mr.  fiidwell  was  a  native  of  Hartfordy  and  a  gradu- 
ate of  Yale  Ooilege,  in  1740.  In  1745,  he  went  as  chap* 
lain  under  Sur  Wiltiam  Pepperd,  to  the  capture  of  Cape 
Breton.  He  remained  the  minister  in  Tyringbam  until 
June  2, 1784,  when  he  died,  havmg  served  through  a  pas* 
torate  of  34  years.  He  adlnttted  90  membefs  to  the 
church  during  tliis  time,  and  baptized  378  children  and 
adults.  His  successor  was  Rev.  Joseph  Avery,  a  native  of 
Stonington,  Ct.  He  was  installed  Feb.  25,  1789.  He  was 
dismissed  for  no  apparent  good  reason,  by  a  vote  of  the 
town,  in  1S08.    The  pec^  still  owed  him,  but  reused  to 
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ftnj  Jim^an^c^^*"*,  arul  he  brou«:5ht  an  artion  nffJiinst  the  town. 
The  ^ie('l^iuIl  was  in  his  favor,  bin  ilie  majni  it  v,  by  certi- 
iicating/'  niaiia;^»*d  to  jret  rid  of  their  taxes,  and  compelled 
his  adiierenta  and  friends  to  shoulder  the  burden.  Out  of 
this  difficulty  sprang  a  society,  incorporated  June  15, 1809, 
for  the  establkhment  of  a  fund  for  the  permanent  support 
of  tlie  ministry*  The  society  was  empowered  to  hold  propH 
ettj  to  the  amount  of  S4,boo,  the  mtereet  of  which  w«i 

to  be  approprated  ammaUj  for  the  support  of  a  Gongre- 
gatiooal  teaeher  of  pietfaod  moimls^for  the  benefit  of  the 
inhalRtaiits  of  South  Tjrriiighain,  eo  called."  That  ammat 
of  money  wae  raited  and  funded,  and  the  aoeie^  was 
known  as  ^The.  Fund  Seeiety/'  It  is  distinct  from  the 
parish,  and  has  nothing  to  do  hot  aoniialiy  vote  the  interest 
•*  to  the  Rey.  Mr.  — ,  or  his  successor."  The  annual  in- 
come has  been  about  S22o.  The  movement  was  Ibllowed 
by  ajM)wei{ul  rtjvival  ainun_^  the  actors  and  their  iamilies, 
the  result  of  which  Avas  the  aMiiiuii  to  the  church,  in  i80»), 
ot'  UG  individual,  82  of  w  hum  were  new  converts. 

Mr.  Avery  was  suceeedrd  July  10,  181J,  by  Kev.  Jo- 
seph Warren  Dow,  of  Keii>iii<ztiin,  N.  H.,  a  graduate  of 
Harvard  in  iSOo,  He  la)>ored  with  his  people  21  years, 
with  great  ?ticcess,  and  died  Jan.  9,  18'13,  universally  be- 
loved and  lamented.  During  his  ministry,  lUl  persons 
were  admitted  to  the  church.  Mrs.  Dow,  his  wife,  is  still 
living  at  Rockford,  111.  Rev.  Ladas  Field  became  his 
SQoeessor,  Nov.  27, 1833.  His  coimectioR  with  the  people 
seems  to  have  been  an  unhappy  one,  and  was  terminated 
by  his  dismissal,  Jane  12,  ISSi.  It  appears  ^;om,the  rec- 
ord presented  to  the  Council  which  dismissed  him,  ^  That 
the  pastor  bad  reqaested  a  dismission  on  the  ground  of  the 
UttfiiYorable  location  of  the  meeting  house,  (as  he  regarded 
it)  and  the  unhappy  feelings  arising,  in  his  o^nion,  in  the 
diurch  and  society,  therefrom.'* 

On  the  20th  of  I^^ebruary,  1837,  Uev.  Alrah  C.  Page 
received  a  call  to  settle,  and  was  probably  settled  soon  af- 
terwards. He  remained  about  seven  years,  and  admitted 
4o  to  the  chureh,  mostlv  the  fruits  of  a  revival  thai  occur- 
red  during  the  last  year  of  his  ministry.  He  was  dismissed 
Jan.  25,  1843,  and  is  now  in  Stafford,  Ct.  His  succe^so^ 
was  Rev.  vSamuel  Howe,  a  native  of  Greenwich,  Ct.,  and 
a  graduate  of  Yale.    He  was  installed  July      1844,  and. 
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nftor  pfoviog  ^^ti^^f  a  good  miniatery  a  ddttfid 
and  an  admiiable  adviaeri  was  dismisBed  Feb.  1^  1854 
A  Baptist  Church  was  formed  in  Tyringham,  in  1827. 

In  1844,  the  church  and  society  erected  a  ]>eautiful  bouse 
of  worship,  a  little  North  of  the  oritrinal  meeting  huuse 
occupied  by  tbem.  Tbe  preacliers  who  have  ministered 
to  this  church,  successively,  have  been  He  v.  Messrs.  Ira 
Hall,  Isaac  Childs,  Alexander  Bush,  Squier,  George  Phip- 
pen,  O.  H.  Capnm  and  Foster  Henry,  the  present  pastor. 

The  Methodists,  who  have  for  several  years  been  gradu- 
ally increasing  in  the  town,  built  a  new  and  beautiful  house 
of  worship  in  1844.  Since  the  organization  of  tlieir 
church,  the  following  have  been  their  preachers:  Kev. 
Messrs.  Ilovre,  TVakely,  Ferguson,  Van  Deusen,  Bullock, 
Sparks,  Keeier,  Albert,  Nash,  L.  B.  Ai^rus,  Iliscox,  Isaac 
H.  Lent,  George  Kerr,  Champion,  and  J.  L.  Dickinson, 
who  is  the  present  pastor.  This  church  is  Methodist  Epis- 
copal. There  was  formerly  a  Society  of  Reformed  Meth- 
odists in  town^  but  of  late.thej  have  had  no  regular 
preaching. 

Tyringham,  before  Monterey  was  set  off,  contained  14 
school  districts;  it  now  contains  seyen,  and  7  of  the  orig- 
inal 14  went  into  Monterey.  In  1853,  $400  was  raised  by 
tax,  &r  the  support  of  schools.  The  school  interest  has 
aidy  besides  this,  from  a  small  school  fund,  and  from  the 
StBte^  The  whole  amount  of  tax  ui  1858  was  $2,050. 

The  town  of  Tyringham,  as  at  present  constituted,  is 
bounded  North  by  Lee,  East  by  Becket  and  Otis,  South  by 
Monterey,  and  West  by  Great  Barrington,  and  contains 
an  area  of  about  l(),b'j2  acres. 

The  leading  interests  ot'  Tyringham  arc  agricultural. 
Much  improvement  has  been  made,  in  years  past,  upon 
the  farms  lying  along  the  Northern  road  tlirough  the  town, 
near  the  banks  of  Hop  Brook,  and  few  towns  can  present  a 
more  beautiful  series  of  farm  houses  than  can  be  found 
along  that  tliriving  street.  Messrs.  Plainer  and  Smith 
have  a  paper  mill  in  town,  run  partly  by  water  power  and 
partly  by  steam,  for  the  manufacture  of  the  finest  ^\  rlting 
papers.  They  consume  $45,000  worth  of  stock  annually, 
employ  60  hands^  and  produce  the  amount  of  $75,000 
yearly.  They  have  been  in  operation  20  years.  George 
W.  West  has  a  mill  for  the  manu&cture  of  wall  papers* 
51 
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A  large  namber  of  bdy  rakes  are  made  amiaallj,  at  aever- 
al  manufactories.   Among  the  most  extensire,  are  those  of 

Daniel  McCullom  and  William  Stedman.  The  popalalioii 
in  1840,  before  the  town  was  divided,  was  1,402;  1850, 
780. 

WASHINGTON. 

Robeil  "Watsou  of  Sheffield,  pretending  to  hold  a  title 
from  the  Tiultans,  to  the  ten-itorv  of  ^^  hicli  Wa-hinorton  is 
conipoFcd,  -nlf]  it  in  \]\('  vrars  17.">7  ami   'o8,  to  L'"entUMn»*n 
living  principally  in  liarttbrd  and  Sutliold,  Ct. ;  but  in 
17  no,  they  found  that  Watson  was  insolvent  and  in  jail, 
and  that  the  Indian  claim  to  the  land  was  only  partially 
extinguished.    They  therefore  proceeded  to  satisfy  the  la- 
dian  elium,  and,  as^he  General  Court  assumed  a  right  to 
the  township  in  addition,  a  petition  was  made  by  the  pro- 
prietors that  the  township  be  granted  td  them.    Their  pe- 
tition was  answered  favorably  in  February,  17 62.  Previ- 
ous to  the  discovery  of  the  cheat  in  the  original  purchase, 
the  town  was  called  Watsontown.   From  that  time  tmtil 
the  grant  by  the  Generid  Court,  it  was  called   Greenock  f 
from  the  date  of  the  grant,  until  the  incorporation  of  the 
town,  April  12, 1777,  «  Hartwood;**   since  then,  **  Wash- 
ington."   The  first  settlers  were  George  Sloan,  Andrew 
Mumford,  William  INlilckan,  Elijah  Crane,  Amos  l^oartl, 
William  Bean],  Jo.-eph  Knox,  Nailian  JriLn  aliani,  Joseph 
Chaplin,  and  Matthew  De  Wolf.    The  nuiuber  of  propri- 
etors was  no,  and  the  iirst  settlements  were  made  about 
17(".i).    In  the  petition  to  the  General  Court,  the  tract  was 
described  as  follows : — 

*^  Beginning  on  the  East  side  of  Housatonic  river,  in  tho; 
South  line  of  Pittsfietd,  thence  running  East,  19  de^eet 
South,  nine  miles  and  a  half ;  thence  South,  19  degrees  West 
720  rods,  to  the  North  line  of  No.  4  township;  [Becke^ 
thence  West  on  said  line  4  miles  and  three-fourths  to  ih< 
Northwest  corner  of  said  township;  thence  on  the  West  linj 
of  .^ai<l  township,  South  9  de*^.  25  min.  West,  2  miles  an! 
three-fourths  to  the  North  line  of  the  township  No.  1  ;  thenc 
on  said  line  West,  2  deg.  30  min.  South,  3  miles,  lo  llie  TSorl 
Kasierlv  line  oi  Great  BarrinLMnn  j  thence,  bounding  on  il» 
North  line  of  said  Great  Baiiiiigton,  West  7  de^^   80  mi- 
North  600  rods  to  the  South  East  comer  of  the  Glass  Wod 
Grant  j  thence  on  the  East  side  of  said  grant  550  rods  to  tl 
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Northmt  oomw  of  wid  grant,  and  £a8t  side  of  Housatonie 
river  first  mentioned;  thence  houndiog  Westerly  on  said 
riyer  to  the  first  mentioned  bounds.*' 

The  difficulty  experienced  in  getting  a  sound  title  to  the 
township  somewhat  delayed  the  settlement,  but  a  church 
was  fornind  in  tlie  early  partof  1772,  and  a  church  edifice 
was  erected  in  the  following  year.  Rev.  William  Gay 
Ballantine,  son  of  Rev.  John  Ballantine  of  West  f  ield,  and 
a  graduate  of  Harvard  College  in  1771,  was  ordained  the 
pastor  of  this  church,  June  15,  1774.  The  arrangements 
made  ibr  bis  payment  maj  be  gathered  from  tbke  foUowio^ 
votes,  passed  April  Bib,  immediately  preceding: 

*^  Voted,  That  the  Proprietors  do  concur  with  the  church  and 
inhabitants  in  the  choice  of  Mr.  William  Gay  Ballantine  at 

a  Minister  to  settle  in  said  Township  of  Hartwood. 

Voted,  That  there  be  forty-five  (^45)  pounds  a  year,  for 
the  first  five  (5)  years,  and  then  raise  three  (£3)  pounds  a 
year^  till  it  raise  to  sixty  (£6u)  pounds  salary  to  Mr.  Ballan- 
tine, and  continue  at  that  during  his  ministry  in  said  Hart* 
wood. 

"  Voted,  That  there  be  four  (4)  dollars  on  each  right  for  set- 
tlement of  Mr.  Ballantine,  1-4  to  be  paid  in  money,  and  3-4 
to  be  paid  m  work  and  materials  towards  building  a  house. 
(Being  for  60  rights,  the  aiiui  of  S240.) 

Voted)  That  the  inhabitants  do  get  forty  (40)  cords  of 
wood  for  Mr.  Ballantine,  provided  he  shall  settle." 

He  also  had  400  acres  of  land,  200  acres  of  which  he 
subsequently  gave  towards  building  a  meeting  house.  Mr. 
Ballantine  remained  the  pastor  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred Nov.  <J0,  1820.  He  left  a  large  property,  and  was, 
during  his  life,  a  faithful  steward,  improving  his  talents, 
whether  worldly  or  otherwise,  to  their  highest  development. 
When  Mr.  Ballantine  was  ordained,  the  church  contained 
23  members,  and  during  his  ministry,  without  any  special 
revivals,  69  were  added  to  the  church  from  the  iforld. 
Mr«  Ballantine  was  succeeded  March  5,  1823,  by  Rev. 
John  A.  Hempsted  of  Hartlbrd,  a  graduate  of  Yale,  who 
was  dismissed  March  17,  1826.  "Rey.  Caleb  Knight  was 
installed  as  his  successor  Dec.  13th  of  the  same  year.  He 
was  dismissed  June  IG,  1S35,  and  was  succeeded  in  May, 
1840,  by  Rev.  Kinsman  Atkinson,  who  was  dismissed 
April  6,  1842.  Sept.  1st,  1846,  Ih  v.  Francis  Xorwood 
was  installed  in  his  place,  and  was  ditnii^ssed  Oct.  15,  ISoi, 
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On  the  1st  of  Febnmrv,  1853,  Rev.  EW  r  L.  Clark,  the* 
present  pa.'^toral  supply,  commenced  Jiis  coonection  with 
the  ('htirrh  and  society. 

A  MeliiodiBt  Episcopal  Church  have  a  conTenient  mee^ 
log  hoofe  in  the  East  part  of  the  town,  in  which  tbey  ha^ 
preaching  Met  of  the  time,  hj  cironit  preachers.  A  Brnj^ 
list  ohiirch  w«8  ibrmed  at  wm  early  p^iiod,  but  it  was  mk- 
inrtiiiiato  in  its  mani^genient,  beoane  divided,  and  ia  now 
eKtiiict* 

Lee,  whidi  was  incorporated  soon  after  WashingtoB, 
look  within  its  UniilB  the  Sooth  West  part  of  the  latter 
town.  In  1802,  ImooL  alao  received  a  eontidecable  ao- 
oemon  to  its  territory  from  Washington.  Travelers  be* 
tween  Albany  and  Boston  have  learned  that  Washington 
occupies  upon  the  WeBtern  Railroad  route,  the  highest 
point  of  land.  The  road  inclines  nearly  the  entire  distance 
from  Springiieid  to  Washington. 

AN  iisliinfrton,  although  high  and  hilly,  has  some  good 
farms  in  ahnost  every  part.  A  stream  that  rises  in  the 
North  part  of  the  town,  and  hnds  its  way  to  WestHeid  riv- 
er, drives  five  sawmills  that  do  a  profitable  business.  In 
the  West  part  of  the  town,  there  are  tour  sawmills  on 
streams  that  fiow  into  the  Housatonic.  There  are  five 
natural  ponds  in  the  town.  Ashley  pond,  the  largest,  situ- 
ated on  the  height  of  land  about  a  mile  North  of  the 
meeting  honse,  is  a  mile  long,  and  half  a  mile  wide. 

There  are  two  steam  sawmills  which  are  <^rated  moat 
of  the  year,  and  torn  off  large  quantities  of  lumber. 

The  town  is  divided  into  ei^t  school  districts ;  raises 
ibr  the  support  of  schools  annually — the  distriets  finding 
wood  and  board<-*$450  j  highway  tax,  $1,000;  no  town 
debt;  population  m  1840,  830 1  in  1850, 903 ;  increase  in 
ten  years,  73. 

WEST  ST0CKBRID6E. 

This  town  was  originally  a  portion  of  Stockbridge,  and 
belonged  to  the  Stockbridge  Indians,  and  was  sold  by  them 
in  parcels  to  individual  purchasers.  Joseph  Bryant  of 
Canaan,  Ct.,  tlu  lirst  settler,  became  a  resident  of  the 
Northwest  corner  of  the  territory  in  1776.  Col.  Elijah 
\V  iiiiams  of  Stockbridge  settled  during  the  latter  part  ci£ 
the  &ame  year.   In  the  eight  years  succeeding^  about  &r^ 
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iamilies  became  residents.  Among  these  were  IncreaaQ 
Hewins  of  Sturbridge,  Elisha  Hooper  of  Ikidgewateri 
Xiemuei  Burghardt  and  Christopher  Brazee  of  Egx^emont, 
John  Minkler  of  Mt.  Washington,  Ichabod  IMiller,  Samuel 
Mudge,  Elijah  Slosson,  Josiah  Arnold,  John  Deming,  Mixt- 
thcw  Benedict,  Roderic  Messenger  and  Bei\|ainin  Lewis% 
These  latter  were  mostly  from  Connecticnt. 

On  the  2dd  of  February,  1774,  Queensboro',  as  the  ter- 
ritory had  previously  been  called,  was  incorporated  as  a 
town,  with  the  name  of  West  Stockbridge.  The  first  town 
meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of  Christopher  Brazee,  on 
the  4th  of  July,  1774,  and  on  the  tenth  of  the  same  month, 
another  meeting  was  lield,  at  which  Ro^^cr  Woodruff  was 
chosen  moderator,  und  at  which  it  was  voted  to  raise  £12 
to  hire  preaching  for  the  ensuing  yeai*.  At  the  same  time, 
£18  was  voted  for  schools,  and  4Us.  for  contingent  expen- 
ses. At  the  time  the  town  was  incorporated,  it  was  G 
miles  long,  and  2  1-2  broad,  contRinm;^^  0,(jO()  acres.  A 
small  gore,  loft  to  IMassacliusetts  on  running  the  line  be- 
tween its  terrkorv  and  New  York,  was  annexed  to  West 
Stockbridge  on  the  West,  in  1703.  In  1 829,  930  acrea 
were  added  to  the  Northeast  corner,  from  Stockbridge. 

Dec.  2, 1774,  the  town  voted  to  give  Kev.  Aaron  Jordan 
Bogue,  a  call  to  preach  for  two  months,  on  probation.  He 
was  followed  by  Rev.  Samuel  Johnson,  who  was  a  tempo- 
rary supply.  No  church  was  organized  until  June  4, 1789. 
The  first  regular  pastor  was  Rev.  Oliver  Ayres,  who  was 
Bocceeded^  in  tum^  by  Bev.  Messrs.  Joseph  Edwai*ds,  John 
Waters,  Nathan  Shaw^  and  Munson  C.  Gaylord,  the  latter 
of  whom  was  installed  in  February,  1829,  and  dismissed  in 
18^.  During  Mr.  Gaylord's  ministry,  there  were  several 
revivals,  and  in  1833  and  1834,  a  very  general  revival^ 
whose  results  were  witnessed  in  the  addition  of  81  mem- 
bers to  the  cliurcli.  Mr.  Gaylord  w\is  succeeded  in  1837, 
by  Rev.  Brainard  Kent,  who  remained  for  two  years.  Rev. 
J.  Foster,  Rev.  Reuben  Porter  and  Rev.  Joel  Osborne 
then  successively  supplied  the  pulpit  for  one  year  each, 
at  the  end  of  which  period,  Rev.  Sidney  Bryant  was  in- 
stalled a?  pastor.  He  continued  with  the  clnirch  until 
1853,  since  which  time  there  has  been  no  settled  pastor. 
Rev.  Lewis  Pennell  is  the  present  supply.  The  changes 
of  tbe^  last  twenty-five  years  have  greatly  reduced  th^ 
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strength  and  numben  of  this  church.  Tlie  chnrdt  has  a 
fund  of  $1,600,  and  a  membershtp  of  about  65. 

The  Second  Congregational  Church  was  fonned  in  1888, 
hot  possessed  no  house  of  worship  iinta  1843,  holdin  ff  their 
meetings  in  Academj  Hall.   The  first  minister  settled 
over  this  church  was  C.  Edwards  Lester,  wlio  has  since 
become  a  somewhat  notorious  operator  in  political,  literary 
and  other  fency  stocks.    During  his  connection  with  the 
church,  it  was  visited  by  a  powerful  revival,  in  which 
about  80  persons  professed  conversion.    The  society  be- 
ing unable  to  rai^e  a  sufficient  salary,  Mr.  Lester  was  dis- 
missed in  Nuveiiiber,  li5;3l).    His  sncoessor  was  Rev.  John 
AVhitoii,  who  was  installed  in  1H41,  and  remained  the  pas- 
tor until  I841>.    Mterhim,  Rev.  Job  Pierson  and  Prof. 
Tat  lock  preached  several  months  each,  and  then  Rev. 
La.scllo  was  installed,  and  continued  the  pastor  until  1853, 
since  which  time  the  church  has  had  no  settled  pastor. 
Rev.  Mr.  C  aldwell,  a  gentleman  of  high  talent  and  culti- 
vation,  from  Scotland,  is  the  present  supply. 

A  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  formed  m  1884,  of 
which  Rev.  A.  Rogers  is  the  present  pastor. 

A  Baptist  Church  was  organised  abont  1792,  and  a 
Baptist  society  incorporated,  and  a  church  built,  in  1794 
Bey,  Samuel  Whelpley  and  Elder  Nathaniel  Culver,  were 
among  the  first  preachers.  Hie  society  was  never  lar-e, 
and  of  Its  present  position  we  are  not  advised.  It  had  but 
42  members  m  1828. 

It  appears  from  the  records,  that  while  the  people  of 
West  Stockbridge  were  mostly  patriots  in  the  Revolution, 
there  were  enough  of  them  in  opposition  to  eivo  thi*  ma- 
^ty  some  trouble.  The  Ibiiuwing  vote  was  passed  March 
20,  1776: 

"  Voted  and  passed,  that  we  will  assist  our  collectors  in  the 
collectioQ  of  their  rates,  and  if  any  person  shall  refuse  or 
neglect  to  pay  their  respective  rates,  that  the  collectors  of  the 
respective  rates  committed  into  his  hands,  shall  apply  to  the 
selectmen  ami  committee  of  inspection  and  correspondents 
or  tne  said  town,  and  tlicn  the  officers  above  meiUu^ned  shall 
fia?e  a  nght  to  go  to  the  persons  so  refusing  or  neglectincr 
when  compJamed  of  by  the  collector,  and  if  they  find?  on  ex^ 

m^n  shLl  W  f  J?Sf  A  «««»mittees  and  select- 

m«o,  shall  have  a  right  to  take  of  the  estate  of  the  persona  so 
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refusing  or  npnrlectini;,  to  the  amount  of  the  sums  as  they  nrn 
assessed  or  rated,  and  deliver  the  safne  to  the  hands  of  liie 
collector,  to  tlie  amount  of  the  rates,  and  if  any  overplus 
there  be,  the  collector  shall  turu  the  overpluii  to  Uie  uv»iier  of 
the  estate  from  which  it  was  taken,  upon  examination,  un- 
der oath,  that  they  return  the  whole,  only  allowing  day  wa- 
ges for  his  time^  and  said  district  will  defend  the  above  of- 
ncers  in  the  dischaige  of  their  duty  as  above  mentioned." 

Id  1779,  the  town  chose  Capt  Increase  Hewins,  delegate 
to  the  Constitutional  Convention,  to  be  held  on  the  1st  of 
September  of  that  year.  On  the  qnestion  of  sending  a 
delegate,  there  were  but  SO  votes,  which  is  some  indication 
of  the  strength  of  the  voting  population  at  that  time.  The 
records  show  that  the  town  furnished  its  proportion  of  men 
and  means  in  the  Revolutionary  struggle.  At  the  news  of 
the  death  of  Gen.  Washinj^ton,  there  was  a  town  meeting 
called,  "  and  ii  day  appointed  on  which  to  go  to  the  meet- 
ing house  to  testify  of  their  grief,  and  listen  to  a  sermon 
adapted  to  the  occasion." 

West  Stockbridge  is  divided  into  six  school  districts,  and 
in  1854,  raised  for  school?,  $800.  In  the  sixth  district, 
^  there  are  two  public  schools,  two  private  schools,  and  one 
school  for  youn^  ladies,  the  latter  under  the  charge  of 
Miss  Frances  Leavitt.  The  amount  of  money  raised  for 
highways  and  other  expenses,  was  1,000. 

A  full  and  interesting  account  of  the  marble  quarries 
of  the  Messrs*  Freedley  and  Andrew  Fuarey,  and  of  the 
Hudson  Iron  works,  and  Berkshire  Iron  works,  will  be 
found  in  part  2  of  this  work.  [Vol.  1,  pp.  857,  365, 
867.]  These  establishments  embrace  the  principal  inter- 
ests in  West  Stockbridge,  besides  agriculture.  There  is 
one  important  establishment  not  mentioned  in  the  paper 
above  alluded  to, —  the  iron  works  of  Gay  and  WoodraC 
They  make  a  superior  quality  of  iron  with  anthracite  coal. 
The  ores  are  ohtained  partly  from  West  Stockbridge,  and 
partly  from  Richmond.  One  hundred  and  twelve  tuns  of 
iron  are  manufactured  weekly^  In  all  the  operations  of 
the  concern,  about  100  men  are  employed.  The  furnace 
is  located  in  tlio  village,  and  the  capital  invested  is  $80,- 
000.  Another  furnace,  of  double  the  dimensions  of  the 
present  one,  is  in  process  of  construction,  and  nearly  com- 
pleted, and  is  designed  to  be  the  best  in  New  England. 

H.  P.  Dorr  manufactures  $12,000  worth  of  carriages 
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annually.  Wm.  Ca«well  and  Geo.  G.  Fosket  are  engaged 
in  the  same  busineas**  Cha^eld,  Stowell  &  Co.  and 
Franklin  Tobey,  carry  on  the  flouring  buaineaa  to  a  great 
extent,  and  Flatt  &  Bamea  are  largeljr  engaged  in  thee 
manufacture  of  "  PJatt'a  Patent  Buckwheat  Flour."  Bosk 
sell  Woodruff  makes  about  800,000  bricks  annually. 

During  1854,  the  town  erected  a  fine  and  substantial 
Town  Housoi  at  an  expense  of  about  $3,700. 

The  popuhition  in  1840  was  1,830;  in  1850,  1,781 ;  in- 
crease iu  ten  years,  401. 

WILLIAMSTOWN. 

Williainstowii  occupies  the  North-western  eonier  of  the 
Coiuiiiuii wealth.  'VVe>t  iiuusac,  as  the  township  was  orig- 
inally ealleiU  and  Kiist  Hoosac."  now  Adauis.  w*^re 
explored  and  their  limits  traced  hy  a  Coramitt*  <■  ot'  the 
General  Court  in  1749/*  This  conunitiee  consisted  of  CoL 
Partridgt;  of  llattield,  and  Col.  Choate,  and  Capt.  Nathan- 
iel Dwight  of  Belchertown.  The  township  was  ordered 
to  be  laid  out  April  6,  1750.  The  settlement  of  the  terri- 
toty  was  considerably  retarded  bj  the  Indian  difficulties  of 
the  period.  Nehemiah  Smedley  and  William  and  Josiah  * 
Hoeford  endeavored  to  make  a  settlement  in  1751  or  1752, 
but  were  interrupted  by  the  increasing  hostility  of  the  In* 
dians.  They  returned  to  their  homes  in  Connecticut, 
where  they  enlisted  in  a  oompany  for  the  protection  of  the 
firontiers,  and  came  again  to  West  Hoosac  with  others,  and 
garrisoned  a  fort.  The  settlers,  during  the  first  few  years, 
were  subject  to  frequent  alarms.  The  final  annunciation 
of  peace  between  England  ;uid  France,  in  17G3,  put  a  ^top 
to  all  danger  from  the  Indians,  and  stimulated  settlements 
to  great  activity.  In  fact,  the  town  was  incorporated  June 
21,  170';,  and  it  is  recorded  that  there  could  not  be  suffi- 
cient grain  raised  in  the  })lace  lor  several  years,  to  supply 
the  wants  of  the  iiiluibitantj^. 

Thf^  first  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  West  Iloosac,  of 
which  there  is  a  record,  was  held  D<}e.  5,  1753,  by  virtue 
of  a  warrant  issued  by  William  Williams,  Esq.,  of  Pitts- 
field.  With  an  allusion  to  the  date  of  this  meeting,  the 
history  of  Wiliiamstown,  as  given  in  Field's  History  of 
Berkshire^  says* 
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*'But  the  house  iols,  so  called,  had  been  laid  out  i[i  th.& 
Tsorth  p:i[t  of  the  town,  previous  to  this  meeting.  Ti;ey  were 
laid  Oil  both  bides  of  a  principal  street,  fifteen  rods  in  width, 
and  a  mile  and  three-eiehths  in  length,  reaching  from  Green 
Birer  on  the  £a8t^  to  Hemlock  brook  on  the  West  This 
street  ruiiB  over  the  highest  part  of  three  eminences,  on  the  « 
first  of  whieh  stands  the  East  College  and  the  Chapel,  on  the 
second,  the  West  College,  and,  on  the  thiid^  the  aneetins 
honse.  •  «  •  «  Tksse  lot9  were  120  lods  in  leii|(th,  aau 
13  1-3  in  width,  upon  the  street  containing  ten  acres  eaoh.'^ 

The  first  settlements  wer^  mostly  made  ctt  diese  lots, 
though  buta.fewof  them  sean  .to  haive  been  settled  by 
those  who  originaUy  drew  thenu  Three  of  them  were 
drawn  by  Lieut  SamAel  Brown ;  two  each  by  Sanrael 
Oalhoiuit  W.  ChidestrCy  Lieut.  Obadiah  TKckkisoo,  Ebene- 
ser  Graves,  Lieut.  Moses  Graves,  Thomas  Moffat,  John 
Moffat,  JEneas  Machay,  Josiah  Williams,  Ephraim  Wil- 
liams Jr.,  and  Li  rut.  Isaac  AVyman  ;  and  one  each  by 
Elisha  Allis,  Lemuel  Avery,  Oliver  Avery,  Elyali  iirown, 
Reuben  Belding,  Samuel  Brown  Jr.,  John  Bush,  Julm 
Chamberlain,  Capt.  Elisha  Chapiu,  John  Craflbrd,  Elizur 
Dickinson,  Joel  Dickinson,  Aaron  Denio,  Daniel  Dunniison, 
Ezekiel  T  u-Ler,  Nathaniel  Harvey.  ]Micah  Harrington,  Jo- 
seph Halli  y  Esq.,  Daniel  Haws,  Lieut.  Elisha  Hawley,  Col.  ' 
Oliver  I'ai  trid^^e,  Nathaniel  iiussell,  Abner  Roberts,  Joseph 
Smith,  Dr.  SethHudson,  Benjamin  Simonds,  Samuel  Smith, 
Thomas  Train,  Samuel  Taylor,  Gieorge  Willis,  Timothy 
Woodbridge,  Elisha  Williams  Jr.,  and  Samuel  Wells. 

The  first  child  of  P^n<rlish  parents  born  within  the  town- 
ship was  Rachel  Simonds,  bom  April  s.  1753,  though 
some  have  claimed  the  honor  for  Estlier,  daughter  of  Wm* 
Hoslbrd*  Among  the  settlers  were  Ricliard  Stratton  from 
Western,  (now  Warren,)  Jonathan  and  James  Meacham, 
from  New  Salem;  Thomaa  Train,  Thomas  Dunton,  Elka- 
nah  Paris,  a  Quaker,  Derrick  Webb,  Capt  Isaac  Searle, 
Wm.  and  Josiah  Hosford,  from  Canaan,  Ct^  Gapt  Nehe- 
miah  Smedley,  from  Litchfield;  Samuel  Kellogg,  from 
Canaan,  Ct;  Nathan  Wheeler,  from  New  Milford ;  Seth 
Luce  and  Nathan  Smith,  from  Western ;  David  Nichols, 
fium  Middlctown,  Ci.;  Mr.  Byara,  from  Tcniph'ton,  uiul 
Joseph  Tainiad^e,  from  Colchester,  Ct.  The  township 
was  settled  so  rapidly  that  to  recount  the  names  of  all  the 
settlers  would  be  to  make  the  details  too  tedious.  Lai-ge 
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nnrlKsrB  of  the  earlier  and  laler  aetdcrs  were  from  Con* 
necUcut.  The  first  town  meeting  wbb  held  on  the  loth  of 
Jaly^  1765,  and  at  that  time  thero  were  50  taxable  polls 
in  the  town,  and  about  578  acres  of  land  under  coltivatioiL 
In  laying  ont  the  house  lots,  one  was  set  apart  for  the 
first  minister,  one  for  the  support  of  the  mimstrj,  and  one 
for  schools.   The  ootplolSy  against  the  nnmbers  of 

t^ese,  were  appropriated  to  the  same  purposes  respeetively 
as  their  primaries.  It  was  voted  by  the  proprietors^  Oct 
1,  1760,  to  hire  preaching  for, six  mentis,  and  March  10, 
1763,  it  was  voted  "  to  have  preaching  for  the  futnre.**  On 
the  the  latter  date,  it  wjis  also  voted  to  give  Mr.  Gideon 
Warren  a  call  to  preach  on  probation.  *  Immediately  after 
the  incorporation  of  the  town.  Rev.  Mr.  Weleh  reeeived  a 
call,  with  the  promi>e  ot'  .t^i>  in  two  annual  instalments  as 
settlement,  and  a  -iilnrv  of  £10  a  year,  to  be  inereased  £3 
Tfvirly  until  it  sliuiiKl  amount  to  £70.  Jk'sides  these  con- 
siderations, he  was  to  have  tlie  use  of  the  ministry  hoii«e 
lot?.  It  15?  not  known  when  tlu^  church  which  called  him 
was  gathered,  or  how  large  were  its  numbers,  but  Mr, 
Welch  was  ordained  its  pastor  in  the  latter  part  of  176d| 
and  remained  in  that  relation  nearly  twelve  years,  when 
he  went  into  the  American  Army  as.  a  chaplain.  This  was 
in  1776,  and  ia  March  of  that  year,  he  died  near  Quebec^ 
of  the  gmall  pox.  He  was  a  native  of  Mil^^ird^  Ct.,  and  a^ 
graduate  of  Yale  College  in  1762.  His  successor  was 
Ber.  Seth  Swift  of  Kent,  Ct,  a  graduate  of  Tale  College 
in  1774.  He  was  ordamed  May  26, 1779,  at  which  time 
the  diureh  had  a  membership  of  6L  Daring  his  ministiy 
of  nearly  28  years,  273  were  admitted  to  the  diarch*  He 
died  Feb.  iS,  1B07,  and  a  record  of  the  event  on  the  books 
of  the  church,  reads  as  follows :  "At  about  9  o'clock.  A- 
A.,  the  liev.  Seth  Swift,  our  much  esteemed,  dearly  be- 
loved, and  very  faithlul  and  laborious  pastor,  died  in  the 
iiii<l.->L  ot  great  usefulness,  while  God  was  pouring  out  his 
spirit  here,  and  givinir  him  many  sfeals  of  his  ministry." 
During  the  six  years  intervening  1h  rween  his  death  and 
the  settlement  of  his  successor,  when  the  church  was  en- 
tirely dependent  n})on  supplies,  103  persons  were  admitted 
to  the  church.  On  the  Gtli  of  July,  1813,  Rev.  Walter 
King  of  AVilbraham,  a  irradnate  of  Yale  in  1782,  was  in* 
stalkd  as  pastor,  and  died  of  an  apopleptic  fit,  which  came 
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upou  him  in  the  pulpit,  Dec.  1,  1815.  He  admitted  21  to 
the  church.  His  successor  was  Rev.  Ralj)li  WcIIh  Gridley 
of  Granbv,  a  rrraduato  of  Yale  in  1814.  lie  was  ordained 
Get.  9,  181  (>,  and  remained  tlie  faithful  and  laborious  pas- 
tor of  the  chureli  until  Aj)rii  27,  1834,  when  he  was  dis- 
missed at  his  own  request.  Dnrin<r  his  ministry,  hp  re- 
c<*ived  the  large  number  of  009  members  into  the  church. 
He  was  sueeeedi'd  July  .'^  1884,  by  Kev.  Joseph  Alden, 
who,  on  account  of  ill  health,  was  dismissed  Feb.  10, 18*30, 
by  the  council  convened  to  ordain  his  successor,  Rev.  Al- 
bert Smith,  who  was  ordained  the  followinp:  day.  Mr. 
Smith  was  a  graduate  of  Middlebury  in  1 832,  and  was 
dismissed  from  his  Williamstown  charge  May  C,  1838* 
Rev.  Amos  Savage  was  installed  pastor  of  the  chnrc  li  Jan- 
uary 22,  1840.  He  was  also  a  graduate  of  Middlebory* 
He  continued  as  the  pastor  of  the  church  for  three  years, 
or,  untU  Jan*  30,  1843,  when  he  was  dismissed,  thai  he 
might  accept  of  an  agency  for  the  American  Tract  Society. 
Oaring  his  comparatively  brief  ministry,  106  were  added 
to  the  church.  Rev.  Dr.  Peters  was  installed  in  his  pkoe 
Nov.  20, 1844,  and  continued  his  pastoral  labors  in  con- 
nection with  the  church  until  Oct,  1853.  Kev*  Mr.  Hois- 
ington  was  the  immediate  supply  after  his  retirement 

The  first  house  built  i'ov  j)ublic  worship  was  erected  by 
the  proprietors  in  1708,  and  this  edifice  was  used  uutil 
1798.  The  town,  alter  attempts,  running  through  a  long 
series  of  years,  U)  build  a  new  house,  allowed  the  pro}»rie- 
tors  again  to  build.  This  was  in  September,  ITDO.  The 
old  church  was  removed  and  converted  into  a  town  house, 
and  a  new  structure,  70  feet  long  and  55  feet  wide,  wa.s 
soon  erect^  ^l,  nt  a  cost  of  about  $6,000.  The  meeting 
house  in  the  Sniitli  part  of  the  town  was  erected  in  1812, 
by  subscription,  and  cost  nbout  S3,500.  The  Baptists  and 
Congregationalists  united  in  the  work  of  building  it.  The 
Congi  egational  Church  worshiping  here  has  always  been 
small,  and,  up  to  1836,  was  supplied  by  the  pastor  of  the 
First  G)ngregational  Church,  who  preached  there  every 
third  Sabbath.  After  1836,  the  pulpit  was  supplied  by 
yarious  individuals,  until  about  1847,  when  Rey.  Mr.  Ha- 
zen  was  installed  as  the  pastor.  For  the  last  two  years  or 
more,  the  church  has  been  without  a  pastor. 

Quite  early  in  the  history  of  Tniliamstown  there  was  a 
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small  Baptist  cliurch  within  iis  limit-*,  but  in  Mny,  1  701 ,  the 
town  ret'usi^d  **  to  incorponito  Mniiiiew  Dunning  ainl  14 
others  into  a  Baptist  Society,"  in  accordance  with  their  pe- 
tition. The  first  Baptist  church  organized  was  dissolved 
in  1811,  and  another  was  formed  two  or  three  years  afler- 
wards,  which  sliU  exists.  DuiiDg  the  history  of  the  church 
it  has  had  no  settled  pastor. 

During  all  the  early  history  of  the  town,  the  Methodist 
fiunilies  were  yerj  few^  but  a  Methodist  Church  and  Socie- 
ty have  spmng  up  within  the  last  twenty  years,  and  are 
now  in  a  flourishing  condition.  The  pastor  in  1854  was 
Bev.  Mr.  Ford. 

Two  burial  grounds  were  laid  out  early.  That  in  the 
Noith  part  of  the  town  was  laid  out  in  1760;  that  in 
SioQih  part,  in  1769. 

Among  the  early  settlers  and  inhabitants,  the  more  no- 
ticeable were  Col.  Benjamin  Simon ds,  David  Noble,  Gen. 
Will.  Towner,  Gen.  Thompson  J.  Skinner,  and  iloa.  Daniel 
Dewey.  CJoL  Simond^  was  a  native  of  the  Eastern  part 
ot  11  ;anpshire  County,  at  the  age  of  20  was  a  soldier  of 
the  gaii  ison  in  Fort  Massachusetts,  and  by  his  crppat  enter- 
prise and  activity,  became  one  of  the  weahhiest  iniiabit- 
ants  q1  -AV  liiiamstown,  of  w  hich  he  was  one  of  the  lirst  set- 
tlers. He  died  April  11,  1807,  at  the  age  of  81.  Mr. 
NoVde,  who  was  one  of  the  principal  inhabitants  at  an  early 
period,  was  a  native  of  New  Milford,  Ct.,  and  graduated 
at  Yale  College  in  1764.  He  entered  Williamstown  in 
1770,  and  was  subsequentij  a  lawyer  and  a  merchant,  in 
which  latter  business  he  acquired  a  considerable  fortune. 
He  was  one  of  Ae  first  trustees  of  Williams  College.  In 
1797yhe  was  appointed  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleasy  and  died  March  4,  1803,  at  the  age  of  58.  Gen. 
Towner  was  a  niitive  of  New  Fairfield,  Ct.,  and  settled  as 
a  practitioner  of  medicine  in  WilUunstown,  about  1790. 
He  was  a  lover  of  politico  and  the  parade,  and  relieved  his 
professional  cares  by  serving  as  a  member  of  the  State 
Legislature,  and  as  general  uf  brigade.  He  died  at  Pow- 
nal,  Vt.,  in  1813,  at  the  age  of  58.  General  Skinner  came 
from  Colchester,  Ct.,  (his  birth-place,)  in  1775,  and  sub- 
sequently aa^uired  an  extensive  influence  in  the  tow  u  aiid 
county,  both  of  which  he  repeatedly  represented  in  the 
General  Court.    For  many  years^  he  was  chief  justice  of 
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the  Common  Pleas  for  the  county,  was  trensurer  of  Wil- 
liams College,  Major  General  of  Militia,  a  Representative 
in  th(i  i^'itth  Congress,  Marshal  of  the  District  of  iMassa- 
chusetts,  and  Treiisurer  of  the  State.  He  diet!  iit  IJostoii, 
Jan.  20,  1S09,  at  tlie  age  of  .3G.  Hon.  Daniel  D(*wey  Avas 
a  native  of  ShelHeld,  and  read  law  with  »Judge  Sedgwick 
of  Stuck  bridge.  lie  commenced  practice  in  Williamstown 
in  17iiO,  and  became  an  eminent  and  very  snccesslui  law- 
yer, lie  was  a  member  oi  the  Thirteenth  Congress,  and 
of  the  Governor's  Conncii,  and  in  1^'cbriuiry,  1814,  was  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  justices  ol"  the  Supreme  .Judicial  Court. 
He  died  May  26,  1815,  in  his  50th  year.  Chief*  Justice 
Parker  said  of  him:  ''lie  is  almost  the  only  man,  in  ele- 
vated nmky  of  fixed  and  unalterable  political  opinions,  and 
who  was  never  remiss  in  inforcing  those  opinions,  who  has 
been  at  no  time  calumniated." 

Seventj-eix  persona  origioBting  in  Williamstow  n,  have 
graduated  at  Williams  College^  as  follow : — ^Hon.  Daniel 
Noble  giiaduated  in '  1796^  lived  in  Williamstown^  died 
1830,  aged  54;  Hon.  Thomas  Skinner,  1797,  died  1848, 
age  72 ;  Homer  Towner,  1797,  physician,  died  1817,  age 
4^;  Rev.  William  Boardman,  1798,  died  at  Newtown,  L.  L, 
1818,  age  37 ;  Benjamin  Skinner,  1798,  lawyer,  still  living ; 
Douglas  W.  Sloane,  1803,  lawyer,  died  1839,  age  55 ; 
John  B.  Day,  180-i,  physician  ;  Rev.  Ephraim  G.  Swift, 
1804,  now  in  Chester,  Ct. ;  lion.  C  harles  Stebblus,  1607, 
Cazenovia,  N.  Y, ;  Rev.  Lynuui  Ijarrctt,  1808,  died  1846, 
afije  (52;  Hon.  Byram  Green,  1808,  lives  in  Sodus,  N.  Y., 
formerly  member  of  Congress  from  that  State,  one  of  tbe 
original  members  of  the  prayer  meeting  under  the  hay- 
stack, xSorth  of  the  College  buildings,  iu  which  originated 
the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Mis- 
sions;  Alfred  Northam,  1606,  lawyer;  William  Barrett, 
180'J,  lawyiir,  died  1823,  at  Hermitage,  Va. ;  John  P.  Put- 
nam, 1809,  lawyer,  Cambridge,  N.  Y. ;  Nathan  Putnam, 
1809,  lawyer,  died  1841,  age  53  ;  Schuyler  Putnam,  1809, 
lives  at  Elyria,  Ohio ;  Wm.  Starkweather,  1809,  lawyer, 
Newark,  N.  J.,  died  1862,  age  62;  Peleg  R.  Allen,  1811, 
physician,  died  some  years  since;  Hon.  Charles  A.  Dew- 
ey, liL.  D.,  1811,  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Mas- 
aachosetts;  Rev.  Blisha  P.  Swift,  D«  D«,  1813,  Alleghanj 
City,  Fa.  ^  Mason  C.  Fitch,  1815,  lawyer,  died  1849,  age 
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5t;  Charles  Noble»  1815,  lawyer,  Hoaroe,  Mkfau;  Bev* 
Edward  W«  Bossiter,  1815,  died  1821,  age  27 ;  Samuel 
Skinner,  1816,  lawyer,  Le  Roy,  N.  died  1852,  age  58 ; 
Bev.  Charles  Fitdi,  1818;  Hon*  John  B.  Skinner,  1818, 
lawyer,  Wyoming,  N.  T.;  Henry  L.  Salnn,  1821,  physi- 
cian, Williamstown ;  Hon.  Daniel  N.  Dewey,  1820,  (at 
Yah")  Williamstown;  Koyal  L.  Porter,  1823,  Editor  of 
Boston  Traveller,  died  lH  li,agc  -13;  George  W.  Bulkley, 
1824,  lawyer,  Kindedun;k,  N.  Y. ;  Zelotus  Ford,  1825, 
physician,  <lird  16*47,  a^e  44;  Hon,  David  ^V.!Nobie,  1825, 
Monroe,  iMieliigan,  MumUer  dl'  Con^rress;  Henry  Stark- 
weather, l^:?"),  morchant,  New  York  city;  Edward  C. 
Hoxsey,  1^27,  physi^-ian,  Paterson,  N.  J.,  dit  d  1810,  age 
30  ;  Rev.  Benjamin  F.  iloxsey,  1827,  died  1835,  age  34; 
Rohert  A.  Noble,  1827,  lawyer;  Rev. Mason  Noble,  1827, 
Washiogton  City  ;  George  N.  Skinner,  1827,  lawyer,  died 
1850,  age  41 ;  Edmund  B.  Penniman,  1828,  lawyer,  died 
at  North  Adahis,  1844,  a  jp  39  ;  Rev.  J^beoezer  H.  Strat- 
ton,  1828 ;  GUes  B.  Kellogg,  1829,  lawyer,  Troy,  N.  Y.; 
Buiiis  W.  Townsend,  1890,  lawyer,  Troy,  N.  Y. ;  BeV« 
Edward  W.  Noble,  1881,  Truro,  Mass. ;  Bey.  Nathan 
Benjamin,  1831,  missionary  to  Syria;  Egbert  Dewey, 
1833,  merchant;  George  T.  Blair,  1888,  lawyer,  Tloy, 
N.  Y.;  Martin  L  Townsend,  1833,  lawyer,  Troy,  N.  Y*; 
Avery  Thomas,  1834,  lawyer,  Dubuque,  Iowa;  Walter 
Wright,  1836,  lawyer,  Ciiieaixo,  III. ;  William  XL  Noble, 
1837;  Solomon  B.  Nobit  ,  1^.j7,  lawyer,  New  York  city; 
Rev.  David  :\rGec  Bardwell,  1839,  Michigan  City,  Ind. ;  - 
Edward  A.  Dickinson,  1831),  teacher,  Jamestown,  N.  Y.  ; 
Josiah  A.  Mills,  1839,  teacher,  South  Williamstown ;  Charles 
N.  Emerson,  1840,  lawyer,  Great  Barrlngton ;  Francis  H. 
Dewey,  1840,  lawyer,  Worcester ;  John  \Y.  Bnlkley,  1841, 
physician,  Rock  Island,  III.;  Rev.  Josiah  T.  Smith,  1842; 
Lucius  E,  Bulkley,  1843,  lawyer.  New  York  cifjr ;  Edgar 
M.  Brown.  1843  ;  Rev-  Henry  B.  Hosford,  1843,  Prof,  in 
Western  Reserve  College;  Lucius  E.  Smith,  1843,  law- 
yer, Boston;  Charles  Brewster,  1815,  died  1845,  age  19; 
Edward  Wright,  1845,  la^vyer,  Chicago,  III. ;  Keyes  Dan- 
forth,  1846,  lawyer,  Williamstown;  Charles  S*  Sylvester, 
1846,  Cazenovia,  N.  Y.;  Charles  L.  HuMiell,  184S,  phy- 
sician, Troy,  N.  Y. ;  Bev.  Marshall  D.  Sannd^  184S, 
missionary  to  India ;  Andrew  H.  Smith,  1846,  physiciaii. 
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WilliamBtowB ;  Jolin  B.  KtUloirj^,  1847,  lawyer,  Troy,  N. 
Y. ;  Lyman  D.  Prindlc,  1817;  John  8.  Nelson,  1849; 
John  W.  Dickinson,  18o2  j  Richard  T.  Deraing,  1852 
James  B.  Mcachara  and  John  S.  Whitman,  1854. 

llev.  Cbauncey  Eddy  of  Laneishoro ;  Rev.  Ansel  D. 
Eddy,  D.  D.,  of  Newark,  N.  J. ;  James  Porter,  formerly 
member  of  Congress,  from  New  York ;  Dr.  Samuel  Por- 
ter from  Skeneateles,  N.  Y»;  and  David  Woodcock  of 
Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  formerly  member  of  CongrcBS  from  that 
State,  were  all  oati  v^   of  Williamstown. 

The  lawyers  of  Williurafitown  have  been  Hon.  Daniel 
Dewey,  Solomon  Stoddard,  (now  in  Northampton,  living  at 
an  advanced  age,)  Hon.  £zekiel  Bacon,  now  of  Utica,  N* 
Y.,;  Hon.  Daniel  Noble,  William  Starkweather,  Hon. 
Charles  A.  Dewey,  Homer  Bartlett,  now  of  Lowell, 
Charles  Baker,  Henry  Raymond,  Hon.  Daniel  N.  Dewej, 
Eeyes  Danforth  and  A.  G.  Waterman. 

Besides  Williams  College,  [for  a  full  account  of  which 
see  Vol.  1,  pp.  502-3-4-5-6-7,]  there  are  two  classical 
schools,  one  at  the  South  j)ari  of  the  town  under  the  care 
of  Messrs.  Mills ;  and  one  at  the  North  part,  taught  by  R. 
W.  bwan,  a  graduate  of  Cambridge,  and  late  tutor  in  Wil 
liams  College.  • 

Farmiiig  is  the  leading  industrial  pursuit  of  the  inhah- 
itants.  There  are,  however,  a  few  manufaeturing  establish- 
ments, the  prineii)al  l)(Mn«r  that  of  Southworth  &  Wallev, 
where  printing  ciotiis  an'  made  to  tlie  amount  of  750,000 
yards  annually.  Tlie  faetory  eontains  60  looms,  and  2,100 
spindles,  employs  70  hands,  and  consumes  annually  250 
Imies  of  cotton.  There  is  also  one  small  factory  for 
making  cotton  batting  and  one  for  making  planes. 

The  amount  of  money  raised  by  tax  in  1 854  was  $5,000 ; 
town  debt,  $2,200 ;  square  miles  of  territory,  between  26 
and  27 ;  ratable  polls,  625 ;  number  of  school  districts,  14; 
amount  appropriated  for  schools  in  1854,  $1,500.  Popula- 
tion in  1840,  2,076 ;  in  1850,  2,534 ;  increase  in  ten  years, 
458 

WINDSOR. 

This  town  occupies  the  territory  of  township  No.  4., 

among  the  ten  townships  sold  at  auction,  June  2,  1762. 

The  purchaser  was  Noidi  Nash,  and  the  price,  £1,430. 
The  town  was  incorporated  July  4,  17 7i,  wiih  tke  name  of 
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petitioned  to  be  called  Chesliire^  ^  I>ecaii3e  the  present  name 
ot*  Gageboiough  hmj  serre  to  perpetuate  the  memory 
the  detested  GeiL  Gage***  The  name  of  the  town  was 
altered^  in  1779,  to  that  which  it  bears  at  present. 
Cbeidure»  Dalton,  Flainfield  and  Cummington  all  contain 
portions  of  the  original  ^  No.  4."   The  fint  settlers  were 
Jotteph  Chamberhiin,  and  Ephraim  Kejes  from  Ashfbrdy 
Cti,  and  Edward  Walker  from  Hadley.   Among  those  who 
followed  tlit'iii,  nt  an  early  day,  were  Jolin  Hall,  Jeremiah 
Caily,  au'l  .lu^iah  Lawrenco,  f rom  riainlield,  Ct.    In  May, 
170>>.  th*  lii"-!  i  liiKI  was  lioii.  iii  the  towu. — a  Jau^rliter  to 
Mr.  i.aw  i  r nrr.    Tlif  jK  uplc  ill  tilt*  first,  an«l  tor  many  years, 
WiTt'  II' ai'ly  exclusively  Con«ire«:atlonali>t^.     Their  first 
iiKeliiig-huu^e  \vit3  uiiturt uTiately  hiinu  before  it  was  com- 
pleted.   The  ehureh  was  tornicd  in  1772,  and  March  25,  ^ 
177.*n  Rev.  David  Ammj  of  Groton,  Ct.,  a  graduate  of 
laie  in  \7G\\  was  inMalK  d  as  pa^^tor.    lie  was  dismissed 
April  1  1,  1777,  to  aecept  of  a  ciiaplainey  in  tlie  Kevolu- 
tioiiar}'  army.    AVhile  in  want  of  a  pastor,  and  in  a  broken 
state,  one  John  Elliot  came  into  the  town,  and  procured  for 
himself  a  luisty  settlement,  which  was  broken  up  in  a  few 
month      Ilev.  Elisha  Fish  of  Upton,  a  graduate  of  Har- 
vard in  llJiK  was  ordained  ovt  r  the  chordi  June  16, 1785, 
and  di:!tmissed  July  5,  1792.    He  was  sacceeded«  July  1, 
1795,  by  liev.  Gordon  Dorrance,  of  Sterling,  Ct.,  a  grad- 
uate of  Dartmouth  in  17861   Mr*  Dorrance  held  a  long 
connection  with  the  church,  and  was  dismissed  July  15, 
1834,  after  having  preached  to  them  for  89  years.   He  was 
greatly  esteemed,  and  labored  in  his  lai^  and  toilsome 
field  with  great  efficiency  and  peculiar  acceptance.  His 
last  years  he  spent  with  his  son,  Dr.  Gardiner  Dorrance^  at 
Attica,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  in  1845.    Rev.  Philetos 
Clark  was  settled  as  his  successor,  September  29,  1835, 
and  continued  his  labors  until  he  was  dismissed,  May  23, 
1813.    His  lal)ors  were  attended  with  luarked  success. 
Rev.  Fraiici-  Norwood  suj)|)lied  for  tw^o  years  after  this, 
and  Kev.  Cieorjie  R.  Entler,  who  was  J^ellled  over  the 
ehureli  Deeember  1,  1847,  preached  a  year  before  his  set- 
tlemeiit.    Mr.  Entler  was  dismi-^^ed  April  30,1850.  Rev. 
Charles  Peahody  followed  as  >upjily,  and  left  in  the  Spring 
of  1854.    The  church  had  since  been  supplied  by  Rev.  Mr. 
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DnncaD.  This  society  owns  a  neat  meeting-hoase,  erected 
in  the  Summer  of  1847,   It  Is  located  about  SO  rods  Sonth- 

East  of  the  old  brick  edifice,  erected  in  1823,  and  stands  on 
lower  ^ound.  They  also  o>vn  a  neat  parsonage,  and  18 
acres  of  land,  devoted  to  tlu?  use  of"  the  minister. 

Fe])ruaiy  18,  1811,  several  faiaili^  s  livinfr  in  the  North- 
East  part  of  the  town,  actin^if  in  connection  with  a  few  fam- 
ilies in  Savoy,  estabh'shod  "The  First  Congregational  So- 
ciety of  Savoy."  They  worshiped  for  a  time  in  a  dwelling 
house,  situated  on  llif*  lin^'  hctween  the  two  towns.  A 
church  was  formed  in  iii<i  autumn  of  1811,  witli  twenty 
member?,  taken  prineipally  from  the  church  in  Windsor. 
On  the  J  St  of  Januarv,  IS'J'),  the  ehureh  numbered  r)<>,  but 
it  lived  only  a  few  years  alter  this,  and  is  now  extinct. 
The  first  and  only  pastor,  Rev.  Jepthah  Poole  of  Plain- 
field,  was  ordained  October  11,  1811,  and  dismissed  Feb- 
ruary 13,  1816,  after  which  time  there  was  no  settled  min- 
ister. Some  of  the  people  of  whom  the  church  and  societj 
were  composed,  living  in  the  Ei^tem  part  of  the  town — a 
part  called  "  The  Bush" — constitute  the  best  part  of  the 
Congregational  Society  in  West  Cnmmington,  to  which 
place  they  resort  to  worship  because  of  its  ease  «f  access. 

A  Baptist  Society  was  incorporated  in  1807,  and  a  small 
chnrch  organized  about  the  same  time,  whose  existence  was 
brief.  In  1819,  they  built  a  meeting-house,  and  in  1823,  a 
new  church  was  organized.  Elder  Noah  T.  Bnshnell 
preached  for  sereral  years,  as  did  also  Elder  Hosea  Tram- 
buH.  At  last,  the  society  became  unable  to  sustain  preach- 
ing, and  their  house  of  worship  having  been  abandoned  for 
many  years,  the  soeiety  waL>  dissolved  by  agreement,  iu 
1852.  At  this  time,  excepting  ocea^iunal  meetings  foi  • 
worship  in  a  hall,  at  Jordanville,  by  a  union  of  the  Metho- 
dist and  Baptist  denominations,  that  of  the  Congregational 
order  is  the  only  regular  worship  in  the  town. 

The  old  eontral  spot  of  business  and  trade,  where  the 
people  met  tor  worship  for  many  years,  wns  on  the  top  of 
a  \\vj\\  hill,  nearly  as  high  as  the  tallest  nionntain  iu  the 
town.  To  this  bleak  spot,  tlu'ough  drifted  snow  and 
piercing  cold,  the  godly  generations  of  early  times  re- 
sorted, to  worship  in  an  unwarmed  and  altogether  uncom- 
fortable house.  But  the  old  locality  is  now  deserted.  The 
buildings,  consisting  of  the  old  brick  meeting-house,  dwell- 
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inpr  liouaes,  stores,  ami  the  large  mansion  known  as  "  Monk's 
I'avi  i  n."  liavo  bttii  removed.  NorthanipLun  and  Pitts- 
field  triivi  1  I.m  iih  rlv  juirJpod  throuj»h  Windjsor^but  since  the 
<5on4>l»  lion  ut"  till'  W  i'.Kiei  ri  RaiLi'oad,  travel  through  the 
town  ha-  \  <  ry  gicuily  dimiiii-hed.  Formerly,  several 
stau»'-j  pav-<  d  through  the  town  <  vorv  day.  Now,  tht/re  is 
but  un  iiit«  lior  conveyaif*'.  for  the  mail  nm]  l<x'al  pn^-^'''n- 
jjer^\  Wiiid^nr,  like  many  the  mountain,  towns,  Inis 
hardly  k(  pt  its*  numbers  trood  under  the  effects  of  Western 
and  other  cmigrauon.  The  farmers  give  their  atteutioa 
kurgbij  to  the  daiiy,  and  the  nu.<^ing  of  stock.  The  vicinity 
of  nulroad:}  and  new  manufactories  has  increased  the  value 
of  wooded  iaodt  ^  considerable  busioess  is  done  in  get- 
ting wood  and  lamber  to  Dalton,  Cheshire  and  Pittsiield. 
There  are  ten  saw-mille  in  the  town.  Andrew  J.  Babbitt 
'  carries  on  a  tool  factory,  in  the  Eastern  part»  with  acapital 
of  about  $2,000.  Capt  Josiah  Allen  carries  on  quite  a 
lai^  bosineas  in  the  manufacture  of  split-wood  curtains. 

In  the  South-East  part  of  the  town,  there  is  a  small  vil- 
lage, containlngiabout  120  inhabitants,  known  as  JordanTille, 
a  name  which  we  have  already  had  occasion  to  use.  The 
location  is  at  the  junction  of  the  two  Southem  brandies  of 
tlie  Westfield  river.  The  most  imporiani  uiuiuilaeture 
carried  on  here  is  that  of  wood  bench-screws,  hand-vices, 
&c.,  and  tliis  is  prosecuted  largely.  There  is  al?o  an  estab- 
lisliment  for  the  manufacture  of  bedstt^aiU.  on.  lor  making 
l)uttcr  ami  chcrse  hoxf  -,  ;ui«l  two  for  miiiiulartuiiii j.  hoots 
and  siioes.  jiere  io  located  also  the  only  public  iiouse  in 
the  town. 

The  most  noted  family  raised  in  Windsor  is  that  of  Dr. 
Asahei  Wright,  for  a  long  time  a  distinguished  physiciaOy 
who  died  in  1 834.  Wortliington  Wright,  his  son,  a  minis- 
ter, graduated  at  Williams  in  180G,  and  is  now  settled  at 
Charlestown,  N.  H.  Asahel  Wright,  2d,  graduated  at  tlie 
same  college  in  1805,  practiced  law  in  Chester,  imd  died  in 
1 B30.  Dr.  Urial  Wright  settled  at  MouiM^  Pleasant,  Pa. 
Dr.  Erastus  Wright  now  lives  in  New  York  city.  Dr. 
Julius  G.  Wright  settled  in  New  Town,  N.  Y.,  and  Fhib 
Wright  still  occupies  the  old  homestead  at  Windsor.  Gar- 
diner Dorrance,  son  of  •Rer.  Gordon  Dorrance,  was  a 
graduate  of  Williams  College  in  1820.  John  L.  F.  FhilUpa 
graduated  at  Williams  in  1847. 
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The  amount  of  money  raised  for  schools  in  1854  wM 
S500 ;  for  all  purposes,  (incluinji^  S700,  highway  tax,) 
$2,100.  The  number  of  ratable  pulls  is  220;  population 
in  1840,  872  ;  in  1850,  92 G ;  increase  in  tenyears^  54.  In 
1820,  the  population  was  1,085. 
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